
SS1WJ: 1 G Singe, S Africa, 1:47:48.22. 2 H Smith, S Africa, 1:56:56.97. 
3 L Cellier, España, 1:58:46.54. 11 E Jones, GB, 2:28:58.30.
SS1WU23: 1 K Bester, S Africa, 1:43:39.79. 2 K Swetish, USA, 1:45:16.51. 
3 S Hockley, S Africa, 1:47:00.39. 5 R Edwards, GB, 1:52:05.45.
SS1W: 1 M Burn, S Africa, 1:44:01.56. 2 M Van Niekerk, S Africa, 1:45:16.84. 
3 J Verges, España, 1:47:31.57. 7 B Kreft, GB, 1:53:18.65. 13 L Kraus, GB, 2:01:16.53.
SS1MU23: 1 S Mocke, S Africa, 1:35:59.74. 2 H Clarke, S Africa, 1:36:07.27. 
3 T Michael, GB, 1:40:29.13. 9 O Pope, GB, 1:43:37.68.
SS1MU23: 1 M Fenn, S Africa, 1:29:19.20. 2 B Pereira, Portugal, 1:30:35.11. 
3 U Hart, S Africa, 1:31:50.92.
SS1M: 1 G Harbrecht, Deutschland, 1:27:31.69. 2 C Hill, S Africa, 1:28:24.62. 
3 H McGregor, S Africa, 1:28:34.35.
SS1MMas40-44: 1 H Lima, Portugal, 1:42:58.41. 2 E Reis, Portugal, 1:45:15.95. 
3 L Silva, Portugal, 1:50:29.18.
SS1MMas50-54: 1 M Melara, España, 1:45:43.84. 2 T Zachert, Deutschland, 1:46:35.85. 
3 J Mendez, España, 1:47:39.88. 14 N Hibberd, GB, 2:09:14.46. 18 B Bosch, GB, 2:21:08.25.
SS1MMas55-59: 1 M Dobler, Deutschland, 1:41:20.13. 2 E Verduyckt, België, 1:55:06.68. 
3 R Seymour, S Africa, 2:00:57.21. 10 I Robinson, GB, 2:24:03.48.
SS1MMas60-64: 1 S Wood, GB, 1:48:28.45. 2 J Norton, Australia, 1:48:48.37. 
3 R Fieldus, GB, 1:54:42.60. 13 C Urquhart, GB, 2:11:22.65.
SS1MMas65-69: 1 S Willmott, S Africa, 1:55:24.19. 2 M Carlisle, S Africa, 1:55:30.54. 
3 W Gram, Norge, 2:04:24.55. 5 R Howes, GB, 2:12:12.54.
SS2MixJ: 1 Smith/Smith, S Africa, 1:36:07.16. 2 Rosco/Cellier, España, 1:36:13.17. 
3 Aizpurua/Hachawi, España, 1:37:14.93. 7 Turner/Jones, GB, 2:01:42.39.
SS2MixU23: 1 Singe/Hart, S Africa, 1:29:02.27. 2 Pereira/Brito, Portugal, 1:33:27.08. 
3 St Mary/Mengual, España, 1:33:29.91. 7 Edwards/Michael, GB, 1:35:59.28.
SS2MixMas: 1 Echave/Aizpurua, España, 1:37:43.95. 2 Kapisovska/Mendez, 1:40:15.34. 
3 Alzola/Kannemann, España, 1:48:07.83. 6 Sierra/Guerra, GB, 2:13:04.98.

O
c

e
a

n
 R

a
c

in
g

Wood takes masters’ surfski title
World Championships

Germany’s Gordan Harbrecht made history by becoming 
the first European paddler to win the men’s surfski at the 
ocean racing world championships on the island of Madeira, Portugal.

The men’s SS1 had only previously been won by paddlers from South 
Africa and Australia since the first edition of the world championships 
in 2013.

Harbrecht broke the South Africa-Australia duopoly with a stunning 
performance.

The German, whose previous best result was a silver medal in 2021, 
swept to victory in a time of 1:27:31.69.

‘I am stoked,’ said Harbrecht.
‘I had a race plan, went for it and I am so happy with the outcome.
‘It was a super tough race.
‘There was a very nice downwind for the first half and then the 

second half it was just pushing against the wind.
‘It wasn’t nice but I just followed my plan and I am super stoked with 

the result.
‘I have had some good results in the last few years.
‘I was on the podium in 2021 but some of the best guys were missing 

due to Covid.
‘I am super happy to win the title. I couldn’t have asked for more.’
Australia’s Cory Hill, the defending champion who was aiming to 

win the event for a record extending fourth time, crossed in 1:28:24.62 
for silver.

‘It was really tricky out there,’ said Hill.
‘We had a lot of wind behind us and then it was right in our face.
‘At the end, there, Gordan showed how strong he was.
‘He was unbeatable today; it was scary to see how fast he was 

paddling.’
South Africa’s Hank McGregor, the 46 year old canoe marathon 

legend, secured the third canoe ocean racing world medal of his 
glittering career with bronze in 01:28:34.35.

There was a one-two for South Africa in the women’s surfski with 
Michelle Burn getting the better of compatriot Melanie van Niekerk to 
take the title.

Burn finished in 1:44.01.56 to become world champion for a second 
time following her last success in 2021.

‘I am very tired as this was probably one of the toughest 
races in terms of conditions that I have ever done before,’ said 
Burn.

‘We had a current against us and we had a headwind so it was very 
tough.

‘It just got harder and harder.’
Van Niekerk crossed in 1:45:16.84 for silver while Spain’s Judit Verges 

sealed bronze with a time of 1:47:31.57.
ICF

World champion Gordon Harbrecht.
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