
Trips
A paddler has supported 23 year old Jasmine Harrison 

of Thirsk, who has swum 1,448km up the west coast 
from Cornwall to John o’ Groats.

Australian paddler Richard Barnes has become the 
first person to cross solo from Tasmania to New Zealand 
nonstop and unaided. His 10m kayak with sleeping 
quarters at the stern carried three months of food 
although the 61 year old undertook the crossing of over 
1,600km in 67 days. An attempt the previous year was 
thwarted by the wind. The crossing was done by Kiwi 
Scott Donaldson in 2018 but with a break on Lord 
Howe Island.

South African Richard Kohler has become the first 
person to paddle solo and unsupported across the south 
Atlantic from Cape Town to Salvador in Brazil. The 53 
year old took 63 days for his Ocean X 6,500km trip, 
during which he raised over R600,000 for Operation 
Smile, which will enable over 100 children to have 
corrective cleft surgery. Unusually, his 8m kayak had 
sleeping quarters at the front, limiting his vision, while 
the flat rear deck had solar panels. It was his second 
attempt, the previous year’s shot ending when the wiring 
of his solar panels corroded through. It follows a series of 
sailing and SUP activities by him and he was the first to 
take a kayak solo along the entire 3,300km of the South 
African coast in 70 days.

Dane Jackson has run the sequence of four drops into 
the Santo Domingo Gorge in Mexico, 24m Angel Wings, 
the 26m Dome, 20m Toboggan and 11m Raw Dog, all 
big falls. Being virtually inaccessible, providing safety 
cover was a major part of the exercise and extracting an 
injured paddler would have been far more so.

Licence increases
CRT licences have increased by 13% this year in two 

steps but licences bring in only 10% of their income. 
Despite the steep rise in inflation, the Government grant 
has been frozen until 2027 and even that is losing value 
because of inflation. A new series of charges relate to 
administrative fees of at least £95 + VAT for all events 
run on CRT property by others.

Announcement about what will happen to the 
Government grant thereafter, due last July, has been 
delayed repeatedly, suggesting that it will not be 
something about which they would wish to boast.

Some 97% of canal users are on the towpaths, 
especially walkers and cyclists, but these do not pay at all 
and any method of taking payment from them would be 
unworkable, as has been found after a previous attempt 
to charge cyclists. On the other hand, the largest group 
of licence purchasers are BC members, most of whom 
do not use the canals but have to contribute through 

compulsory licences. The need for navigation to be 
under the control of a ministry with a positive attitude 
has never been greater.

Boat numbers have r isen by 1.9% but licence 
compliance is now down to 93%, 86% in London & the 
SE. Following a trial, body cameras are to be worn by 
CRT staff interacting directly with the public.

A Westminster Hall debate in November was largely 
to support CRT future funding, widely supported by 
all parties. Ruth Jones (Newport W, Lab) said of one 
contributor ‘It is not often that the Opposition are in 
full agreement with the hon Member but that is the case 
today.’

Duncan Baker (N Norfolk, Con) said ‘the EA must 
listen and learn from the volunteers, because if it was 
not for my volunteers, this piece of disused canal [North 
Walsham & Dilham] that had fallen into disrepair would 
not be as established as it is today.’

Rebecca Pow, whose late husband was a canoeist, 
would only say that the announcement on CRT future 
funding would be announced  ‘forthwith’ but was clearly 
lining up her excuses.

The EA have announced their canoe licence rates for 
the Thames for 2023. They are:

Annual - £47.70
Monthly - £21.40
Weekly - £11.30
Daily - £5.40
15 day Explorer - £18.70
This is mostly 3.9% increase, rather lower than in 

previous years. The Explorer, the days of which do not 
need to be consecutive, and the annual licence can also 
be used on EA rivers other than the Thames, unlike 
their other licences. BC members already pay to use the 
Thames.

The EA used angling licence fees to release 61,000 fish 
into rivers in southeast England in December for anglers 
to catch. Paddlers’ licence fees have been used... for locks 
and weirs for powered craft or anti pollution measures 
for the general public but not offering much noticeable 
for canoeists as such.

Islington club closed
Islington Boat Club, which has produced thousands 

of paddlers from London’s City Road Basin, was set up 
in 1970 by Crystal Hale, the daughter of former IWA 
president AP Herbert. Originally based in a barge, it 
moved into a clubhouse but it is claimed that a lack of 
maintenance left it in a dangerous state with numerous 
safety failings. Renovation is said to be too expensive 
although consideration is being given to building 
affordable flats over the top to fund a replacement 
building.

Dry Alps
Looking at the 

Maurienne, a tributary 
of the Isère, in February 
suggested that snoiwfall 
had been limited in the 
Alp in southeast France. 
Tis indicates water levels 
in Alpine rivers could be 
low in the summer.

Surf lagoon delayed
WH White propose 

constructing a surf 
lagoon at Brocks Pine 
near Avon Heath 
Country Park in Dorset. 
Progress is subject 
to delay by Natural 
England who are 
studying wildlife in the 
area.

Reboot
After a two year 

break because of Covid, 
the main German 
trade show, Boot at 
Düsseldorf, has returned 
to business this year. A 
lively event promises a 
positive year ahead.

Scottish flood 
forecasting

The Scottish Flood 
Forecast is a three 
day outlook at where 
flooding is expected 
and whether from rivers, 
surface water or the sea. 
The information, on 
the SEPA website, gives 
a colour coded quick 
glance at where rivers 
are likely to be high, 
perhaps to be read in 
conjunction with current 
levels on SEPA gauges 
across the country.

Rescue at sea
Boats are required ‘to 

render assistance to any 
person found at sea in 
danger of being lost’. 
What is the position 
regarding automated 
ships? The Government 
say this requirement is 
unchanged although 
it is not clear how a 
Maritime Autonomous 
Surface Ship would meet 
that requirement or, 
indeed, how you would 
set about convincing it 
that you did not want to 
be rescued if it thought 
otherwise.

Richard Kohler in his transatlantic kayak.
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