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‘I still enjoy the sport very much; that’s why I still do this. It’s great to
race at home and have a gold medal at home.’
The Czech women’s canoe team of Gabriela and Martina Satkova
and Tereza Fiserova successfully defended their world title from 2021
and, in the process, ended the German gold medal domination. The
Czechs overcame six seconds of penalties to nudge the hosts into silver
with Great Britain finishing third.
‘Our run was not good for us; we had mistakes at the second gate but
at the finish it was an amazing feeling,’ Fiserova said.
‘I thought it was too much (six seconds of penalties) but we did it as
best we could and showed the power of the Czech team, that even with
mistakes we can still do it and defend the medal,’ Martina Satkova said.
In men’s canoe Olympic gold medallist Benjamin Savsek teamed up
with Luka Bozic and Anze Bericic to end an almost 30 year drought for
Slovenia in the men’s team event.
The Slovenians finished ahead of Slovakia and Italy, who also last
finished on the men’s C1 teams podium in 1993.
‘I didn’t know it had been so long; our last good run like this one
was in Rio in 2018 so this run today was unexpected but we are really
happy for this,’ Bozic said.
‘This is great motivation for the rest of the championships,’ Savsek
said.
Italian Stefanie Horn and Czech Vit Prindis displayed the best form
on the opening day of individual competition in front of a big crowd.
Horn, who grew up paddling on the Augsburg course, was the fastest
qualifier in the women’s K1 and headed a leader board with several
surprises. Reigning Olympic and world champion Ricarda Funk
squeezed into the semi finals in 18th place.
‘For me it matters more if I sleep well, if I have a clear line; it doesn’t
matter if I start from the last or from the first position,’ Horn said.
‘I grew up here. I was watching in 2003 and it was such a nice
moment. We came here for every team camp and at Easter and in
summer. I have really good memories here and my niece is coming to
watch me this weekend; it will be the first time she has seen me race so
it will be very emotional for me.’
Horn posted a time of 98.33 to finish just ahead of Slovakia’s Zuzana
Pankova (98.43), with Andorra’s Monica Doria Vilarrubla third fastest.
It was a Czech one-two in qualifying for the men’s K1 with Prindis
edging out Tokyo Olympic champion Jiri Prskavec for the top spot.
‘I didn’t aim for first place but I was hoping to make the semi finals
on the first run so I wouldn’t have to wait here all day for a second run,’
Prindis said.
‘I have had quite a nice season but I am missing a little bit of sporting
luck in some races. This is just the beginning; we didn’t have a good run
yesterday in the teams but today it shows we are in good form and now
we have one day’s rest.
‘The crowd is amazing. When I arrived this morning it felt like it
was the final already, so many people. I’m really looking forward to the
weekend when all the tickets are sold out.’
Italy’s Giovanni De Gennaro qualified third fastest. There were
few surprises in the men’s qualifying with most of the world’s top 30
paddlers progressing safely through on the first run.
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The past two men’s C1 Olympic champions and the women’s C1
world champion from 2019 topped their respective leader boards after
qualifying on Friday.
Frenchman Denis Gargaud Chanut wound the clock back to his Rio
2016 gold medal performance to post the fastest time in the men’s C1
while Benjamin Savsek, who took the Olympic crown in Tokyo, was
second quickest.
Germany’s Sideris Tasiadis, silver medallist in London and bronze
medallist in Tokyo, would go into Sunday’s semi finals as the third fastest
qualifier.
Gargaud Chanut said his main goal was to avoid having to rely on a
second qualification to get into the semi final.
‘I didn’t push too hard. I just wanted to avoid the second qualifying
run, because I’ve done two or maybe three already this year,’ he said.
‘I’ve been a bit frustrated this year with my results but overall I’ve
been happy with the way I have been paddling. There’s just small
mistakes which have pushed me away from the win or the podium at
some races.
‘I’ve also learned from this season that qualification is not a moment
to overcomplicate the task.’
Germany’s Andrea Herzog showed a return to her best form with the
fastest time in the women’s C1, despite picking up a two second penalty
for a gate touch. The 22 year old world champion from 2019 took
bronze at last year’s Olympics but missed last year’s world championship
final and the final at this year’s World Cup in Prague.
She said the depth in women’s canoe is so strong even small mistakes
can be costly.
‘My speed was okay but I think I can go faster but for a qualification
run I think it was good, pretty controlled, so I’m happy with that,’
Herzog said.
‘I think everyone here is ready and would like to stand on top of the
podium and hear their national anthem but I think I have to be good
because all the others are so good.
‘You cannot make mistakes to get to the finals. It’s good because
women’s canoe is now pretty good and we’re in the Olympics so the
boys can have a look at us I think.’
France’s Marjorie Delassus was second fastest while Great Britain’s
Mallory Franklin, a C1 gold medallist at the past two World Cups, was
third quickest.
Ricarda Funk thrilled a capacity home crowd by retaining her world
title and Vit Prindis finally broke through for his first crown on a
pulsating day of action.
Funk showed no signs of pressure as she chased down the lightning
speed time set by Australian rival Jessica Fox, watched by German IOC
President Thomas Bach and competing on the course where canoe
slalom made its Olympic debut 50 years ago.
‘It’s just amazing; the pressure was there, it was high, the preparation
was difficult for me and now that I was able to put down such a good
run I’m just happy,’ Funk said.
‘Of course it was hard when you are the current world champion and
you are on the start line; you can really feel the pressure and then this
amazing crowd but they just helped me.
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