
On each canoe will sail a man from the islands, one from Tikopia, 
one from Anuta. They will give insights into how an islander, who has 
lived his whole life on a tiny island, closely integrated with the ocean, 
will experience such a voyage, how he will fish for food, how he would 
cook it, what natural navigation instincts he has, how he feels on such a 
voyage.

The building of two boats has started this month and the voyage 
is planned to start in November 2008, making use of the westerly 
monsoon winds.

As with all projects, the biggest problem is finance. Klaus 
Hympendahl has been responsible for raising sponsorship for the project 
over the last year. We have so far succeeded in being offered many of 
the materials for building the boats as well as a lot of the expensive 
equipment we will need.

The building of the boats and the voyage will be recorded on film, 
which will be made into a television programme.

The voyage will end in Tikopia and Anuta where the boats will be 
presented to the islanders.

I hope in the future to report back on the results of this voyage, hope 
to see you then.

I began this lecture with a tribute 
to Thor Heyerdahl. I must end 
it with a thanks to Ole Crumlin 
Peterson who, with his staff at the 
Roskilde Vikingship Museum, has 
been my inspiration for the last 27 
years, guiding me towards critical 
assessment of facts, checked by 
experimental field work. Without 
their example I would not have 
been here today.
James Wharram and Hanneke 
Boom. Sadly, James died at the end 
of 2021. Matt Fletcher’s story of the 
Lapita Voyage was included in our April 
2009 issue.

Spirit of Gaia, now registered in Gdansk, in winter quarters near Palermo in February.
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