
grandfather had given the sacred Tikopian canoe to the museum. They 
still use the same V-ed hull shape on their small canoes. The chief told 
me they still remember sailing bigger canoes to the Banks islands 150 
miles away, a tough open ocean voyage.

In Tikopia we heard of a German yachtsman, Klaus Hympendahl, 
who, when visiting Tikopia, had entered into Tikopian life and was 
dedicated to helping to preserve their lifestyle. On return to Europe we 
contacted him.

From Melanesia we sailed on and out of the Pacific into the Indian 
Ocean, on to Sri Lanka, all the way meeting and studying raft stable 
canoe craft.

To sum up my observations of this voyage, by 2000 years ago half 
of the world’s surface had been or was being colonized by raft stable 
canoe form craft, many different cultures united by a similar set of boat 
design principles. It is a subject for major future studies. A valuable 
introduction to such studies are the books Jukung Boats and Building a 
Longboat, both published by the Vikingship Museum, Roskilde.

In 2003 Hanneke and I had a design commission from an 
American, Glenn Tieman, who 20 years previously had spent 10 years 
singlehandedly roaming the Pacific on one of our 8m designs. Now 
older, he wanted a larger but simple boat to repeat his youthful voyages.

We suggested that an 11m version of the Tikopian canoe hull shape, 
used as a double canoe, would give him sufficient physical comfort and 
load carrying capacity. We also told him we wanted to keep the craft 
totally ethnic and rig her with Pacific crabclaw sails. He immediately 
sent us $1,000 to get on with the design.

Glenn has since built the design, which we called Tama Moana, child 
of the sea, and is now cruising her down the coast of Mexico. Klaus 
and Hanneke spent a week last November sailing with him to study 
the craft’s unique sailing qualities. The photos you will see next were all 
taken during this sailing trial and show the beauty and seaworthiness of 
the design. I do not have time to make commentary now but do talk to 
Hanneke or Klaus afterwards.

In January 2003 Tikopia and her tiny sister island, Anuta, were 
devastated by cyclone Zoe. Klaus Hympendahl was deeply involved 
with its after effects and raised funds to build a much-needed medical 
centre.

In January 2005, two years after Cyclone Zoe, my design partner, 
Hanneke Boon, was reading about the uniqueness of the self-sufficient 
culture of Tikopia in Jared Diamond’s book Collapse.

She had the vision to build two Tama Moana double canoes for 
Tikopia and Anuta, to give the islanders back the independent ability to 
voyage to other islands, to visit their extended families, to trade, to take 
their sick to hospital, in fact, to take them back to the time, in the 1800s, 
when they had oceangoing canoes with which they sailed hundreds of 
miles to other island groups. This is how the Lapita Voyage project was 
born.

The Lapita Voyage project is to build two 11m Tama Moana double 
canoes. They will be built in the Philippines, at a yard experienced in 
building my double canoe designs. We will then sail the two canoes, 
one skippered by Hanneke and I, the other by Klaus Hympendahl, 
from there 3,800 Nm to the islands of Anuta and Tikopia, following 
the ancient migration route of the Lapita. South from the Philippines, 
the route will follow the north coast of Papua New Guinea and weave 
through the Solomon Islands. We will only be using traditional Pacific 
navigation methods. Most of this voyage will be island hopping which, 
in my experience, is often harder and certainly slower then making 
ocean passages but the final stretches of about 150–350 nautical miles 
will be across open ocean.

We will receive knowledge on Pacific navigation methods from a 
navigator from Tokelau, Tulano Toloa, who will be taking part in the 
expedition. He will also compare the fishing techniques of different 
islands, to find cultural connections.

What this voyage will give us is what no academic studies can. We 
will be sailing the two boats like the original migration vessels without 
engines or escort boat; we will be experiencing how voyaging on 
traditional double canoes will have felt to the Lapita voyagers.

We will experience the climate, the sea and weather conditions, the 
geography of the islands and suitable landing sites. Hopefully, we will 
also find some of the native food plants that still grow there and catch 
seafood and fish.

This will enable us to study the location of the archaeological Lapita 
sites from a migrating sailor’s perspective, which could give insights no 
land archaeological studies can.
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Tikopian canoe with V-ed hull shape.

Tama Moana, the child of the sea.


