
answered the question ‘Did the Polynesians have hull shapes that could 
sail to windward?’ This canoe proved they did.

Later we found the distinctive Tikopian canoe hull shape had been 
recorded by Haddon and Hornell in their book Canoes of Oceania in 
1936 and before that by Admiral Paris after his visit to Tikopia in 1827.

Due to the remoteness of tiny Tikopia and the fact that Admiral Paris 
was one of the first European visitors, we believe the Tikopian hull 
shape has a very ancient heritage that has not been modified through 
European influence. Therefore a sailing replica of this hull shape can 
give information on the potential sailing abilities of a pre-Western 
contact canoe type.

Also in Auckland, in 
the Mar itime Museum 
library, we found another 
forgotten treasure, the rare 
Raft Book by Harold Gatty, 
written in 1943 for the 
US hydrographic office 
for the help of wartime 
shipwrecked sailors and 
airmen.

This, as far as we know, 
is the first full practical 
study of the star, wave and 

cloud navigation methods of the Pacific sailors. A few years ago we sent 
a copy of this book to Lena Lisdotter Börjesson, who will be speaking 
later; perhaps she can confirm its value.

Continuing our Pacific voyage, we sailed into the Melanesian waters 
of the Pacific, the island groups of Vanuatu and the Solomons, inhabited 
by a race of people with facial features and skin colour that can be 
traced back across the Pacific to Australia and New Guinea.

On these islands land archaeologists have found a trail of sites with 
unique pottery remains, settlements of people referred to as the Lapita. 
They are believed to mark the migration trail of the proto Polynesians 
out of Asia. The National Geographic magazine has just published 
the latest theories on this in their March (2008) issue. Having met 
Melanesian people and studied their sailing craft, I have an open mind 
on who precisely these Lapita people were.

From Vanuatu we sailed to the small Polynesian outlier, Tikopia, at the 
far eastern end of the Solomon islands, to meet the chief whose great-
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The Tikopian sacred canoe.


