
and 1956, with the aid of two German 
girls, built and sailed this double canoe, 
which I called Tangaroa, to Trinidad in the 
West Indies. This coastal/ocean voyage 
confirmed the sea survival abilities of a 
small double canoe/raft. See Two Girls, Two 
Catamarans.

My Atlantic voyage, plus various facts I 
had observed in my museum studies, led 
me to believe that a major factor in giving 
the ancient Pacific voyaging canoes the 
ability to sail to windward was a V-ed hull 
cross section.

In Trinidad, in 1958, while living on 
a self-built Kon-Tiki inspired house raft, 
I built a 40 ft V hulled double canoe; on its first sail it sailed faster to 
windward than a modern 38 ft ocean racing yacht. We, myself and the 
two German girls, then sailed the 40 ft Rongo 1,500 miles north to 
New York and 3,500 miles across the North Atlantic to Britain, the first 
successful west-east crossing of the North Atlantic by multihull.

 By the end of 1959 we had confirmed the stormriding, seagoing and 
windward abilities of the double canoe of the Ancient Pacific.

In the next six years the canoe/raft ship emerged as a Western 
yachting type, under the names of catamaran and trimaran. My building 
and voyaging experience established me as a designer of such craft.

By 1976 I had sold several hundred double canoe/catamaran designs. 
I was able to display this chart at a London Boat Show, showing the 
worldwide voyages made by these craft. I had provided a version of the 
migration craft of the Stone Age Pacific for western urban man and 

interestingly, a marked number of them decided to make migratory 
voyages.

This natural desire to voyage could be an important factor in ‘Why 
did the settlement of the Pacific Ocean occur?’ Not, as has been 
suggested by the Hawaiian School of Pacific Studies, war, famine, the 
egos of great chiefs, leading to imposing fleets of large vessels searching 
for new islands.

What I am considering is that man as a species has, for the major part 
of his existence, lived a migratory, nomadic life, that the first Pacific and 
Indian Ocean sailors were seagoing nomads living on the wealth of the 
sea and the seashore. Such groups still exist as in the nomadic Moken of 
the Andaman Sea, also known as Sea Gypsies.

Three weeks ago, in Thailand, I met a German couple who sailed on 
one of my 8m designs and had lived with the Moken. They had learned 
their language and had taken part in their ceremonies. They told me of 
the richness of such a sea-based life.

There were always doubters of my theory that some ancient Pacific 
canoe craft had V-ed cross section hulls to sail to windward, instead of 
leaving the dugout hulls round and tree-shaped, as many believed. It 
is true that many later canoe craft do have round hulls but these were 
designed to be paddled, not sailed!

In the early 1990s, in our further experimental studies, we built a 
19m V-ed hull double canoe, Spirit of Gaia, and after hard testing her in 
the bay of Biscay and the wind acceleration zones of the Canaries, at 
the end of 1994 we sailed into the Pacific on an 8,500 mile voyage to 
the island of Raiatea, to the Gathering of the Great Canoes organized 
by the Hawaiian Polynesian Voyaging Society, to re-enact, so they said, a 
famous canoe gathering of the 13th century.

At this gathering there was a clashing of cultures, theories and ideas. 
However, Mau Piailug, the Micronesian navigator, did comment that he 
thought our Spirit of Gaia was a ‘real’ canoe!

From Tahiti we sailed another 2,700 miles to Auckland, New Zealand. 
There in the Imperial Museum we found ‘gold’.

In a small hall, the Canoe Room, we noticed a 9m outrigger canoe, 
labelled ‘Tikopian sacred canoe, presented to the museum in 1916’. The 
dugout canoe hull was sculpted exquisitely for windward ability, in a V 
shaped seagoing hull.

It had been in the museum for 80 years and no-one had realized it Polynesian catamarans sail everywhere.

James and the girls on their house raft in Trinidad.
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The Gathering of the Great Canoes.


