
Cow Rock attract otters and 
common seals, Ron-y meaning 
seal island. What appears to be 
a cormorant with wings spread 
to dry is actually a solar panel 
on Sgeir Shuas. Even a concrete 
block is wor thy of being 
marked on charts.

The skyline changes from 
Lewis in the Outer Hebrides 
to the distinctive Wester Ross 
peaks on turning into Inner 
Sound, where flows are to 
2km/h. The water is to 283m 
deep and this is a submarine 
exercise range. A low building 

between another tidal pond and the lighthouse has 
numerous cables running down into the sea.

The east side of the island is steeper than the west and 
has less in the way of inlets and skerries. A conspicuous 
conical structure and solar panel stand on Rubha Chèil-
tairbh, inland from which a township is hidden. The 
island’s highest point is 125m Meall Acairseid.

Warriors Cave or Church Cave was last used in the 19th 
century. As well as rock pews it has a font fed by water 
dripping from above.

The shielings of Doine na Guaile were used by crofters 
evicted from Raasay during the Clearances. Blackbacked 
gulls are likely to be present with urchins and lion’s mane 
jellyfish.

Ahead are the Cuillin although only 1km offshore the 
water is 321m deep.

FACT FILE

Distance
Rona is 8km long and lies 1km off Raasay.

Transport
There is no public transport.

Youth Hostel
Raasay Youth Hostel is 17km away.

Campsites
There are campsites 14km away at Applecross, 

15km away at Achachork and 13km away at 

Staffin.
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Connection
Isle of Raasay - See Coastal Scotland p125

The control building with its cables into the sound.

The lighthouse appears repeatedly.

The east side of Rona, leading down to the Cuillin.
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