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being present once clear of the trees. Anglers, after 
grayling, salmon and sea and brown trout, look for 
places with less trees although trees line the river for 
much of its length.

One of Moffat’s latest acquisitions is Moffat 
Distillery, opened in 2022, Moffat’s first legal distillery 
and Scotland’s only one with its still heated by wood.

As so often happens with undeveloped countryside, 
antiquities survive and there are various settlement 
sites, mottes, a standing stone and Lochouse Tower 
dotted across the landscape.

Lattice girder bridges cross the river, the first at 
Newmills also carrying the Southern Uplands Way 
long distance footpath.

Harthope Burn and Moffat Water converge on the 
Annan at Threewater Foot, as do powerlines. From 
here the river is wider. Overhanging bushes cease to be 
a problem but whole trees get carried down and left in 
the flow of rapids so it is necessary to look ahead and 
take action to avoid being washed into them.

Further back are 259m BeattockHill and 503m 
Priestgill Head. Contrasted with the antiquities there 
is a large new substation to handle power generated by 
wind turbines.

Woodfoot has another lattice bridge over the river 
with congested vegetation on the river.

The line of a Roman road is closing on the river, 
by which is a fortlet after a large island in the river. 
Another standing stone and, later, a settlement site are 
overlooked by 348m Turf Hill. The river is carving 
away at banks, occasionally leaving a fence hanging 
down the side.

The West Coast Main Line crosses on brick piers 
marked with red and yellow painted stripes, suggestive 
of flood levels. A 100mm weir and the line of the 
Roman road cross immediately afterwards and the 
A74M comes close alongside, the main west coast road 
from Glasgow and beyond to England.

Wamphray Water joins from the left. Road access 
has not been easy until here but at Newton it is simple 
enough to take out on the right under the bridge and 
walk up to a layby.

There is another standing stone before Annanbank 
and a settlement site opposite Annandale Water 
Services on the A74M, which has ponds close to the 
river.

R Angus Downie, who had launched at the 
Wamphray Water, recorded portaging the dam at 
Johnstonebridge in 1934 in The Heart of Scotland by 
Waterway. These days it is a grade 2 rapid, a slot towards 
the right, but those who wish to portage should head 
into the start of the mill leat on the right and transfer 
across. The leat runs down to a building housing a 
large Archimedes screw, taking some of the river water 
with it so that rapids are shallower until the water is 
returned.

The A74M crosses, followed immediately by the 
B7076, the old A74. Ken Follett’s spy, Henry Faber, 
crossed here in the Eye of the Needle, referring to the 
bridge as picturesque. This is buzzard territory.

Below the village a lane leads down to a boarded 
up church on the riverbank. There is parking space 
for several vehicles and easy access to the river so it 

Water churns through the Archimedes screw at Johnstonebridge.

The disused church at Johnstonebridge.
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