a keen fisherman, who owned a fishery on the Itchen. A
House of Lords subcommittee considered the case to be
‘notorious’.
It is the only case in English history where a boater
has been held to be a trespasser on a river.

New EA heads

Alan Lovell has replaced Emma Howard Boyd to
chair the EA, their preferred candidate although he has
some ‘significant gaps in his knowledge’, particularly
relating to the discharge of sewage. Gaps in knowledge
of navigation legislation seem to have been standard
for senior EA officials. He chairs Reading construction

company Interserve and doors and windows company
Safestyle UK as well as being a senior director of
construction products company SIG plc.
Sir James Bevan is to leave the EA at the end of
March. During his seven years as chief executive there
has been no attempt to address the access situation and
the EA have continued to take the line that boaters
should behave as if there is no right of navigation on the
inland rivers of England and Wales, despite being unable
or unwilling to name any legal evidence to support that
position.

No progress at all
Steve Double’s
Parliamentary Written
Answer to Tim Farron
(LD, Westmorland &
Lonsdale) demonstrates
the effective non
existence of progress on
river use by the public.

This year saw the 90th anniversary of the Kinder Scout ‘mass
trespass’ in the Peak District when a group of young workers walked
in a forbidden area which had been used by humans since time
immemorial, resulting in fines and prison sentences. This led to the
setting up of national parks and open access to moorland, ‘free,
open and available to all’ according to Oliver Harmer of Natural
England. Meanwhile, the EA still claim that there is no longer any
right to use the overwhelming majority of rivers in England and Wales
although they are unable or unwilling to produce any legal evidence
for the truth of their claim.
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