
Scottish freshet 
releases

SEPA have issued 
details of planned freshet 
releases for the year, 
including some of the 
reasoning behind them. 
The SCA website also 
lists any they think are 
relevant.

How to reduce 
Welsh road mileage

The Wales Road 
Review says that road 
mileage in Wales should 
be reduced by 10% per 
person by 2030. For 
river paddlers this could 
be done at a stroke by 
admitting there is no 
legislation stopping 
use of local rivers, 
Wales having the most 
restrictive attitude of any 
country in the world.

Nuneham bridge 
still passable

Nuneham bridge 
carries the railway line 
between Oxford and 
Didcot over the River 
Thames. However, 
instability in one 
abutment has resulted 
in this major line being 
closed for several week. 
One arch has been 
closed to river traffic but 
the other remains open 
to boats.

Banning wet wipes
Wet wipes account 

for 93% of blockages 
in sewers and they do 
nothing to improve our 
rivers. Some 90% of 
them contain plastic, 
which does not break 
down. Support for a 
ban in England runs 
at 96% but, after a 
second consultation, 
the Government 
decided against a ban. 
A proposed ban in 
Wales has not been 
imposed, neither has it 
in Scotland.

Lugg farmer jailed
A farmer at Kingsland 

has been jailed for a 
year and fined £600,000 
after reprofiling 1.5km 
of the River Lugg 
(May 2021, p13). He 
was also ordered to 
restore the river after 
what environmental 
authorities called ‘the 
worst case of riverside 
destruction’ they had 
seen.

Thames threat
The River Thames Scheme is an 8km flood relief 

project through Runnymede and Spelthorne (May 2022, 
p20). Promotion of the project includes reference to 
‘accessibility of open green space’, terminology which is 
now being used to exclude access to water. The Thames 
Conservancy Act of the 1930s specifically confirmed that 
any water leading away from the Thames and later being 
returned to it had a right of navigation. The EA tried to 
remove this from the Jubilee River, their corresponding 
flood relief scheme for Maidenhead and Windsor, only 
failing to do so because of their error when presenting 
documents to the Minister for signing. Care should be 
taken to ensure they do not attempt to impose such a 
ban again this time.

Open letter to the PM
The British Mountaineering Council have sent an 

open letter to the PM and the Defra Secretary of State, 
calling for fair access to the outdoors for all, better 
opportunities for young people to enjoy the outdoors 
and investment in people’s wellbeing and ability to enjoy 
the outdoors with the implications for better health. 
The letter, also signed by 13 other bodies including BC, 
called for barriers to be removed from blue and green 
spaces. What it failed to call for was the truth on existing 
legislation to be told.

Asked by Paul Blomfield (Lab, Sheffield Central) 
about the letter, Trudy Harrison’s Parliamentary Written 
Answer totally ignored any reference to water. Questions 
about access to land bring long answers with examples. 
Contrast these with those to Fleur Anderson (Lab, 
Putney), so typical of those to many other MPs in the 
past. Her suggestion that there is no need to change 
the legislation is right if she admits that there is no 

doing something and he replies ‘Why? What law am I 
breaking?’ they should be able to give a response. Under 
the Government’s Inland Waterways heading there are 
148 pages, in no particular order and none apparently 
relevant. I was advised to follow the link to the CRT 
website, which still does not mention any rivers for 
which they are not the navigation authority, all 98% 
of them. The database is far from helpful. The most 
useful piece of information I obtained from the police 
in Chippenham was ‘This is not something the Police 
investigate unless there are such offences like criminal 
damage or public order.’

New EA CE
Philip Duffy has taken over as chief executive of the 

EA in place of Sir James Bevan. After a long career in 
Civil Service roles, Duffy’s best glimmer of hope has 
been leading some work on transport. How ironic that 
Bevan should have said ‘There is compelling evidence 
that people who live near water or green space, or have 
regular access to it, are happier, healthier and more 
productive’, his body doing the utmost to prevent water 
access.

Torsa causeway
There is now a tidal causeway between Luing 

and Torsa. Marine Scotland have failed to force the 
landowner to restore the ford to what it was and only 
managed to have it lowered a little. Since 1978, when 
Peter Lamont arrived, it has been a ford only at MLWS 
for, at most, 30 minutes. Now there is a causeway 
blocking the channel until well into the flood. A local 
person is pursuing the case and many local boat users are 
annoyed that they cannot now traverse the channel on 
most tides.

Pe
te

r 
Lo

m
on

t p
ho

to
gr

ap
hs

13CANOEIST May 2023


