
Footpath cutoff 
postponed

The Government 
proposed to carry out a 
register of footpaths and 
rights of way on land 
with any historical rights 
not recorded by 2026 to 
be lost. They have now 
pulled back from this 
and the 2026 date is to 
be delayed to the end of 
2031. Meanwhile, there 
is continued silence on 
rights of way on water.

Wash barrage 
proposed

An 18km barrage 
across the Wash has 
been proposed, topped 
by a road with a 
container terminal in the 
centre, to be powered 
by tidal turbines. The 
780km2 tidal area would 
provide flood defence 
for Peterborough and 
Cambridge although 
there has been little said 
about siltation, a major 
feature of the Wash.

Further controls on 
jet skis

Local and harbour 
authorities have powers 
to control jet skis and 
most users do not 
behave dangerously or 
antisocially. However, 
the Government are to 
introduce new national 
legislation to strengthen 
enforcement measures.

Wails by trails
Visit Wales have 

announced that 2023 is 
the year to see Wales by 
Trails... walking, riding, 
running or cycling, 
welcoming bikes, hikers, 
riders, rambler, explorers 
and commuters. They 
are trying to present 
Wales ‘as a welcoming, 
inclusive destination’!

Wye guide update
The EA have updated 

their online guide to the 
River Wye and now say 
that access above Hay 
is disputed although 
without giving any 
evidence, a softening of 
their previous attitude. 
Their website has a 
useful calendar of events 
of all sorts, those that 
might be of interest to 
you and ones that you 
would wish to avoid.

Cleaning the Grantham Canal
Rushciffe Borough Council are funding £27,000 

of dredging on the Grantham Canal, including around 
Hickling, Kinoulton, Cotgrave, Gamston and Lady Bay. 
This is to assist wildlife, plants and anglers but the 4m 
cleared route will also help paddlers. Restoration has 
been going on for many years but lack of powered craft 
allows the weed to grow back and passage even by kayak 
proves very difficult.

Bathing water standards
The EA report that 72.1% of designated English 

bathing waters had Excellent rating in 2022, 20.7% were 
Good and 4% were Sufficient. These were almost all 
coastal and it may be that the EA are making minimal 
increase in inland locations so that the figures are not 
lowered. Wales claims 99% compliance but with no 
inland sites at all.

In a debate at Westminster Jim Shannon of the DUP 
asked ‘Does he feel that there should be legitimate 
signage and information posts to make strictly clear that 
if there is no information, individuals should not swim in 
any section of that river?’

Responding, Trudy Harrison confirmed that there 
are just two such inland river venues in the whole 
of England, the River Wharfe at Ilkley and the River 
Thames at Wolvercote. She said ‘Bathing waters across 
England are a success story.’ What would she call a 
failure?

Largest beaver dam yet
A 70m dam on the Sutherland Beck in North 

Yorkshire is thought to be the largest yet that has 
been built by introduced beavers. Five more are being 
built downstream, one with potential to be large. 
Environmentalists are enthusiastic as they do not cost 
them anything and can slow down floodwater. So far, the 
trees at this location have not been taken from anywhere 
important, unlike elsewhere, but it remains to be seen 
what will happen where they build dams in locations 
where they are not wanted.

Environmental sustainability
The ICF have congratulated BC on their Places We 

Paddle strategy which proposes to halve BC emissions 
by 2030 and reach zero by 2040. The strategy has five 
ambitions:-
Controlling BC’s carbon footprint.
Reducing use of natural resources.
Promoting environmental protection.
Ensuring events deliver positive environmental change.
Improving BC’s business operations.

It is not immediately obvious how some of these 
will reduce emissions but this year’s slalom world 
championships on the Lee Valley course is being held 
out as an example. Missing from the list is removing the 
need to drive so far to reach rivers the use of which the 
EA does not dispute. The ICF website has an Events 
Sustainability Toolkit which suggests sustainability ideas 
and more.

Not something police investigate
We are required to obey the law and the police are 

required to ensure that we keep it. For this to happen, 
both parties need to know what the law says. Obviously 
there will be plenty of issues on which the police don’t 
know the law without checking but they do have an 
online database to help. If they tell somebody to stop 

Washburn ban
The Washburn is closed this year with events 

suspended so that an environmental audit can be carried 
out. Even though there is a public footpath down part 
of the course used for wild water races, the whole of the 
length that is used for slalom and freestyle events, and 
people on foot are known to cause more disturbance 
to wildlife, it has been decided that canoeists must 
pay for the study. As the river has been used for over 
four decades for canoeing events it must be considered 
that any wildlife thinking the passage of canoeists too 
disruptive would have moved to another part of the 
valley several generations ago. The Tryweryn is the most 
heavily used piece of river in Wales for watersports yet 
there are information boards about the otters living 
happily in the busiest part. Won’t an environmental 
survey cause more disturbance than passing canoeists, 
walkers and their dogs?

A 1980s guide to recreation in the Yorkshire Water 
Authority area did not mention canoeing but listed out 
every species of fish in each of their rivers. Is this a way 
of getting canoeists to pay for a latest survey for anglers? 
There is only one official river bathing spot in their area, 
the River Wharfe at Ilkley, admittedly one more than 
most other water authorities have, compared with the 
hundreds in most European countries, but an attempt to 
designate a second one on the Nidd at Knaresborough 
this winter was rejected. Of nine locations put forward 
nationally, eight have been rejected, no reasons given. 
The attitude towards watersport users has not improved 
within living memory in England and Wales.

The environmental measuring on the Washburn 
would now need to be undertaken annually, at 
canoeists’ expense. Only if it was considered not to 
cause damage and fit in with environmentally sensitive 
times, engineering works and water levels above the 
dam, would releases be allowed, too late to plan event 
calendars. Thus, paddlers would have much increased 
expenses without any guarantee of being able to obtain 
any income from entry fees. The season is likely to be 
lost while a check is made on the wildlife that has lived 
happily with canoeists and walkers since at least the 
1980s. No alternative river has been offered.

Horsepower
Conservationists are calling for restored sections of 

the Mongomery Canal to be used only by horsedrawn 
boats or paddlers. This is an expansion of earlier demands 
for horses to tow boats across the Vyrnwy Aqueduct 
when restored. Already, a nature reserve on the canal 
is the largest ever project undertaken by the Waterway 
Recovery Group nationally and the 3km Guilsfield 
Branch has been taken as a nature reserve. A butterfly 
enthusiast has asked ‘Why spend millions on a few boat 
movements?’ reminiscent of the butterfly enthusiasts who 
wanted a 600m tunnel over the M40 near Oxford for 
butterflies to cross. It seems that some environmentalists 
contribute neither funds nor manpower for restoration 
work. Elsewhere, horses are often banned from the 
towpaths for which they were built to avoid conflict 
with walkers and cyclists. It has been pointed out that 
having horses available to tow the few boats would 
not be financially viable. It is disputed whether 
propellers stirring up mud will destroy or help water 
plantain, a desired plant. It has not been explained why 
conservationists do not fund and dig their own plant 
reservoirs rather than taking those belonging to other 
people.
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