
(Green) being very supportive. Now, with a different 
party in power, seemed the right time to see if we could 
get a different answer. It seems not. The first answer to 
Savage, in an answer from Defra Parliamentary Under-
Secretary Emma Hardy, contained exactly the same 
words as had been used by Rebecca Pow (Con) to 
Thomas and Fabricant.

We have been publishing answers that appear 
misleading, evasive, dishonest or show a difference in 
approach to the needs of boaters from that towards 
walkers, anglers or other interests so that there is a record 
for future reference. An increasing problem is the sheer 
number of MPs asking questions about waterway access, 
which bring answers only about green spaces or do not 
answer the question asked. Not giving an honest answer 
is one thing. Giving a dishonest answer is another.

The first answer to us this year repeats answers in the 
past, for which no justification was offered. Our pursuant 
question referred to Magna Carta but the response 
referred only to the reply to the initial question, which 
did not mention Magna Carta.

The increasing number of questions about countryside 
access, either about water access or about contrasting 
attitudes to land access, is now getting too large to print 
them all. Some of the more relevant answers have been 
to
John McDonnell, Hayes & Harlington, Ind, Dec 20th
Dick Timothy, N Suffolk, Con, Jan 6th
Liam Conlon, Beckenham & Penge, Lab, Jan 21st
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Alice Macdonald, Norwich N, Lab, Mar 19th
James McMurdock, S Basildon & E Thurrock, Ref, Mar 
25th

CANOEIST May 202512


