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Bob Austin
Bob Austin has died unexpectedly. A member 

of Baldock Canoe Club and first chairman of St 
Neots Canoe Club, he was one of the few who was 
comfortable in kayaks and sailing canoes.

West Coast Adventure Museum
For many years Paul Caffyn has been seeking a home for his expedition kayaks, 

collection of paddling books, photos, maps and memorabilia.
His around New Zealand kayak, Isadora, is on permanent display at the Auckland 

National Maritime Museum while his Australian circuit kayak, Lalaguli, is on display at 
the Queenscliff Maritime Museum near Melbourne.

On his way back from a Greenland expedition Paul visited the wonderful 
Peterborough Canadian Canoe Museum, a two storey building with canoes over the 
centuries, old skin kayaks, Farley Mowat’s father’s Canadian canoe and a small exhibit 
on Victoria Jason.

With such a strong legacy of canoeing and kayaking in New Zealand Paul felt there 
was a need for a dedicated paddling museum. After exhausting options he decided to 
approach the local historical mining village, Shantytown, which had been successfully 
operating for over 50 years.

His initial cunning plan for a five kayaks long by two wide building with a 
mezzanine floor was enthusiastically received by the Shantytown board. The plan 
has since grown into a West Coast Adventure Museum with four wings and a new 
entranceway.

The site has been pegged and the building consent application is ready to go to 
council.

Paul has already been collecting boats and the oldest to date is shown in the artist’s 
impression of the ground floor of the canoe and kayak wing. It is a Rob Roy style 
canoe built at Hokitika in 1887.

The plan works well for both Paul and Shantytown, an added attraction to draw 
tourists but also a secure repository for Paul’s collection.

Dave Green (who flew in specially from Canada for the occasion), Peter Knowles, 
Pedro Montgomery, Suzy Hornby and John Griffiths met up at Easter for a 

reunion of the Fraser Kayak Expedition team. This time they paddled St Patrick’s 
Stream, a shorter and easier trip than previously. Dave had been the first person 

to paddle Hell’s Gate in the lower canyons.

shower with their swimsuits on and keep towels round 
them while changing. The thinking is that children 
might be present and see them. Changing cubicles would 
be usual for those who want them. In fact, children are 
likely to be those least concerned, especially if they see 
siblings or other family members without clothes and 
families who go to naturist locations seem to be the 
most level headed about clothing requirements. It has 
long been suggested that canoeing is one of the best 
activities for those who wish to get free of clothing 
outdoors.

A new foot and cycle bridge is to be built across 
the River Trent just downstream of Nottingham 
Kayak Club, kayaks featuring in the publicity.
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