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17-19
18/18
18/19
23-26

SURFING
July
15-22 World Titles, W, Huanchaco
MARATHON
November
7
Thameside K2 Series, Elmbridge
12
Ardèche, Vallon Pont d’Arc
14
Remembrance Day
20
W Coast Downwinder, OR, Perth
28
Ross Warland Memorial Canal
Challenge
28
Royal Thames K2 Series
December
4/5
O Grove, OR
5/6
A Lanzada, OR
19
Premio Deputación de Pontevedra
Travesía Rias Baixas
January
2
Frank Luzmore Memorial K2
February
20
Waterside A
27
Thameside 1
March
6
Waterside B
13
Thameside 2
20
Waterside C
27
Brigg, H
27
Royal Leamington Spa, H
April
15-18 Devizes-Westminster
17
Elmbridge 1/2
24
S Lakes, H
24
Wey
30
National Short Course 		
Championships
May
1
68th Bedford, H
8
Worcester, H
15
Chippenham, H
15
Maidstone, H
15-18 World Masters Games, Kansai
21
Conwy Ascent
21
Epic Bay, OR
22
Hastings 1066, H
22
Malton, H
22
Norwich, H
22
Nottingfham, H
28/29 E Coast, OR
June
11/12 Bradford
12
Burton, H
12
Royal, H
19
Hereford Wye, H
19
Leighton Buzzard, H
19
Richmond, H
26
Gailey, H
July
11/12 World Games, Birmingham
16
Thameside Summer K2, 		
Elmbridge
18-24 European Championships,
Silkeborg
August
7
Medway
27
Longridge, H
28
Tonbridge, H
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September
10
62nd Liffey Descent, Kildare
11
Pangbourne, H
18
S Lakes, H
25
Hasler F
26-2 World Championships, OR,
Ponte de Lima
October
2
Elmbridge, H
9
Malton-Howsham Descent
15
Royal Paddling Challenge
16
Tony & Shirley Pell Memorial, H,
Glanford
21-23 WC 2
30
Banbury, H
SLALOM
November
20/21 Segre Cup, La Seu d’Urgell
January
28-30 Oceania Championships, Penrith
25-27 Australian O, Penrith
March
5/6
Lee Valley Olympic, 1
12/13 Symonds Yat, 2/3
13
Alva, 3/4
19/20 Shepperton, 1
19/20 Stone, 3/4
26/27 Solkan
26/27 Llandysul, 1/4
26/27 Matlock, 2
April
2/3
Grandtully, Pan Celtic/P
9/10 Krakow
9/10 Grandtully, 1
9/10 Marple, 3/4/O
15/16 Segre Cup, La Seu d’Urgell
22-24 Australian National, Brady’s Lakes
23/24 35th Liptovsky Mikulas
23/24 Ljubljana
23/24 Aberfeldy, 3/4
23/24 Oughtibridge, 3/4
30
Nene WW, 4/O
30/31 Krakow Mayor’s Cup
30/1 Pinkston, 2/3
May
2
Cardiff Bay, P/4
7/8
73rd Liptovsky Mikulas
7/8
Alva, 3/4
7/8
Symonds Yat, 3/4
14/15 Llandysul, 2-4
14/15 Wagon Lane, 3/4
21/22 Holme Pierrepont, P
21/22 Langham Farm, 3/4
22
Wath upon Dearne
28/29 World Masters Games, Kansai
28/29 European Championships,
Merano
28/29 Holme Pierrepont, P
28/29 Fairnilee, 2-4
June
4/5
Augsburg
4/5
Tryweryn Chapel Falls, 1
4/5
Seaton Park, 3/4
10-12 Praha, WC
11/12 Llandysul, 2-4
11/12 Alva, 3/4
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Krakow, WC
Bala Mill, 2-4
Cardington, 2-4
European Championships, J/
U23, Beograd
24-26 Ljubljana, WC
25/26 Washburn, 2/O
25/26 Ortton Mere, 3/4/O
July
2/3
Shepperton, 3/4
2/3
Stone, 3/4
5-10 World Championships, J/U23,
Ivrea
9/10 Washburn, 1
26-31 World Championships, 		
Augsburg
30/31 Persley, 2/3/O
August
5-7
Nextgen Cup, Bratislava
6/7
Fairnileee, 2/3/Scottish J 		
Championships
6/7
Llandysul, 2-4
10-14 European Championships, J/
U23, Ceske Budejovice
13/14 Grandtully, 2
26-28 Pau, WC
27/28 Grandtully, 1
September
2-4
La Seu d’Urgell, WC F
3/4
Hexham, 2/3
3/4
Cardington, 2-4
3/4
Winters Farm, 4/O
9-11 Slovak O, Bratislava
17/18 Washburn, 2/O
17/18 Alva, 3/4
17/18 Langham Farm, 3/4
17/18 Marple, 3/4
17/18 Lee Valley, O
17-19 Asian Games, Hangzhou
24/25 Tryweryn Graveyard, P
24/25 Nene WW, 2/3
25
Wath upon Dearne, 4/O
October
1/2
Interclubs
2
Alpe Adria, Klagenfurt
8/9
Llandysul, 1/4
15/16 Tees Barrage, Pan Celtic/P/1
15/16 Symonds Yat, 2/3
22/23 Shepperton, 2/3
22/23 Stone, 3/4
29/30 Lee Valley, P/2/O
WWR
November
6
Grandtully, BUCS/Scottish 		
Championships
13
Barrow Cl Winter Series 2
17
ACM
20
Llangollen, British Cl/Welsh
Open Sp/Cl/National Awards
27
Ferry Bridge TT, Burton Regional
Cl
December
11
Barrow Cl Winter Series 3
January
15
Barrow Cl Winter Series 4
February
5
Barrow Cl Winter Series 5
March
5
Barrow Cl Winter Series 6
June
2-5
World Championships, 		
Treignac
August
25-28 Europan Championships, J/
U23, Banja Luka

FREESTYLE
June
28-2 World Championships, 		
Nottingham
October
3-9
Columbus, WC
SPRINT
April
9/10 Holme Pierrepont
May
7
Elmbridge
14
K4 Rocket, Nottingham
19-22 Racice, WC 1
20-23 World Masters Games, Kansai
26-29 Poznan, WC
June
24/25 Holme Pierrepont
July
2/3
Holme Pierrepont
23
Royal
28-31 World Championships, J/U23,
Szeged
August
3/4
Holme Pierrepont
3-7
World Championships, Halifax

September
1-4
World Championships, J/U23,
Szeged
9-11 FISU World Univ 			
Championship, Bydgoszcz
October
8
K4 Rocket, Nottingham
9-15 Asian Para Games, Hangzhou
SAILING
November
6
Oxford
July
18
Hayling Island
POLO
December
8-11 Oceania Championships, Hawkes
Bay
May
20-22 World Masters Games, Kansai
July
14-17 World Games, Birmingham
August
16-21 World Championships, St Omer

DRAGON BOAT RACING
May
28/29 World Masters Games, Kansai
22-25 ICF World Championships, 		
Ternopil
MISCELLANEOUS
December
4-12 Salon Nautique, Paris
February
5/6
All Wales Boat Show, Llandudno
17-20 BoatLife Show, Birmingham
18-27 Worldwide Classic Boat Show
26/27 RYA Dinghy & Watersports Show,
Farnborough
June
2-5
Crick Boat Show

The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in
major changes to the calendar. Events
will be deleted, postponed or added later.
Check the status of any event nearer to the
date.

Byde your time
Learning from Scott-Bader

secretary took me to a large dining hall,
lunch time. Men were at many tables in the
1968 I was teaching, Codsall near
hall. Very soon I met Miss Scott and Ernest
Wolverhampton, needed materials to make
Bader; we sat and chatted amiably. They
glass reinforced plastic kayaks. When we
wanted to know what I was doing? I had
lived in Durham I used a small quantity
moved to Oxford to Riverside Centre at
of resin and glass mat in a car body repair
Donnington Bridge. I explained that as it
kit. Now I needed a lot more so wrote to
was a kayaking centre I intended to expand
Scott-Bader and asked for a quantity of
its reach and build kayaks using glassfibre
resin, polish, glass mat, rollers for applying
and resin. With equipment, kayaks,
it, the whole kit.
lifejackets, paddles I could introduce
December during school holiday time I
people, mainly young but no age limit, to
was in a disused school due for demolition
rivers and sea, nature. Miss Scott told me
where I had use of the art room with clay
they knew several teachers like me in a
bin, water, fire extinguishers and space.
similar position, needing small quantities
Outside the art room was a large school
of materials, were not worth supplying.
yard where coke etc was delivered. A large
Proposition they saw, a supply firm be
flatbed lorry, unloaded, arrived and hooted.
established to stock materials and sell them
The driver wanted to know did I order the
on to schools and centres such as mine at
materials on his lorry? Yup, that is what I
Oxford. A business was established, Trylon.
wanted. Tucked at the front of the large
Ernest Bader (Quaker) sat quiet during
empty flatbed were two small drums of
this intro then told me how he came to be
resin, a cardboard box labelled glass mat
in Britain. He was Jewish from Germany
and a box with the small tools.
Alan teaching rolling in a home built Bat kayak.
during the twenties. He saw the way things
Would I please get in touch with the
factory as the despatcher didn’t believe it was a genuine order; usually were going. A young man, no money, arrived in London, knowing
the stuff was measured in tons. A few days later I received a letter on nothing about plastics. He bought a box of celluloid windmills children
use on the beach. He sold the lot on the street one breezy day, bought
headed paper, would I please visit the factory?
‘A sustainable company nurturing our Core Businesses, but focused on some more.
I was at this table with two great, generous people, an emotive time.
International growth in specialities; thriving because of the commitment and
As Ernest’s mini business expanded he needed an office so Miss Scott
excellence of our people.
‘Scott Bader is very different to other organisations because we have a unique joined. Celluloid was an early plastic like Bakelite. War developed trade
ownership and governance structure Ernest Bader and his family gifted the in plastics. Scott-Bader grew. Ernest was a small man yet a giant. Here a
company to the workers in 1951. His intention was to create a company whose small man enhancing many lives.
There was no Top Table; our table was on same level with others.
well-being is entrusted to those who work in it, with democratic involvement. The
people that work at Scott Bader can become Members of The Commonwealth Men in overalls, men in suits nearby. Atlantic College stood on similar
and as such become trustees-in-common of the company assets. Each generation foundations established by Dr Kurt Hahn (1886-1974) contemporary
must ensure the ongoing success of the organisation so that future generations can with Ernest Bader. When you’ve been with the truly great, you never
forget. Ernest said that from director to cleaner, nobody could earn
benefit from its continued existence.’
A minnow in a place of whales. I was invited to the factory to more than eight times the pay of the lowest paid.
have lunch with Miss Scott and Mr Bader. I reported to reception; a Alan Byde
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Editorial
Over the years there has been a steady trickle of sports hoping to
become Olympic sports, several canoeing disciplines among them. There
are some obvious attractions, not least moving from an inferior to a
superior sport as far as Government grants are concerned.
For a few days every four years they
would be noticed by the media who
are obsessed with number of medals
won, ideally more than last time, where
pole vaulting and dressage are of equal interest as long as they add to
the count. Media people exceed the number of competitors at the
Olympics.
The wish to be added to the Olympics has its negative side, however.
Sport becomes more cut throat at the top. Selection is more likely to
be challenged. Officials become more important. The tail increasingly
wags the dog. In canoeing, the number of British competitors can be
counted on your fingers yet thousands of other competitors are affected.
Contrast the Olympic sport of slalom with its non Olympic and former
partner sport of wild water racing in this country. Outgoing ICF vice
president identified sprint, slalom and paracanoe as their most important
disciplines and it is not hard to guess why. They have given up years ago
publishing an international touring calendar.
Thus, I particularly welcome the attitude of new sprint chairman
Tim Scott. In the foreword to the Canoe Sprint Handbook he says
‘From a sprint racing perspective the Olympic competition feels like
it is becoming less and less relevant to our sport as the International
Canoe Federation squeezes and changes events with little thought or
discussion. Towards the end of 2020 we had the announcement of the
probable loss of the sprint 200m K1 races from the Paris Olympics
in 2024. This is devastatingly sad and upsetting for athletes who have
made life choices which will be massively affected by this decision.
Those athletes deserve our support. But it also is a reminder to do
what we believe in - and a reminder what the magic was that drew us
into the sport in the first place. That probably had nothing to do with
the Olympics and more to do with being on the river and racing or

Olympic status

Publisher contact
Canoeist, Longcroft, Mill Lane, Corston, Malmesbury,
Wilts SN16 0HH
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
those of the editor or publishers. References to waters
do not necessarily imply that access or passage is legally
permitted or that they are safe in all conditions. The
editor and publishers can not be held responsible for
any omissions of references to hazards from notes on
these waters. They do not hold themselves responsible
for inadequacies in items of equipment reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is the not for profit magazine of Paddlers
International and
the International Sea
Kayak Association.
Enquiries to
governing bodies and
associations should
be addressed as
appropriate.

Stuart Wood in L3 heats in
the Paralympics.
Photo by Imagecomms.
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messing about with friends. We have the power to develop the sport in
this country to capture more of that magic. If we can do that - then is
that ultimately of greater value to the racing community than medals?
‘The Sprint Racing Committee is looking at inclusive ways to move
the sport forwards and capture that spirit with new collaborations. It’s
exploring new local speed competitions, city centre racing, new national
races, new skills learning opportunities for juniors and coaches at home
and abroad and new ways of telling the exciting stories that unfold in
our sport to a wider audience.’
What a welcome breath of fresh air. A new era could be about to
dawn for sprint.

Stuart Fisher.

Former Prime Minister David Cameron created a furore with
his political lobbying. No doubt being a significant insider helped
significantly and was significantly rewarded.
PI’s political lobbying has met with rather less
success. Perhaps we contributed in earlier days to
the reduction of 25% VAT on glassfibre for canoe
repairs when it was 10% for some other purposes, if I
remember the figures correctly, but we have made little progress on the
access front south of the border. I have spoken to many ministers over
the decades, Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat and SNP. Only the
latter has preceded anything positive.
With Westminster ministers the standard reply has been to ask for a
letter explaining the issue. Invariably the letter has brought no reply. No
doubt the only people affected have been those who empty ministerial
waste paper bins.
Theoretically, approach should be made only through one’s own
MP. My last MP (Tory) set up a meeting for a group of us with the
Waterways Minister (Tory), which he refused to attend. Ironically, he
had been more positive when approached previously while in the
Opposition. My current MP (Tory) is happy to oppose anything on
access before it leaves his consultancy sessions. Otherwise, progress has
got furthest with Tory and Labour MPs known to have an interest in
access to water, although they have made no better progress with the
relevant minister. Perhaps more interest would have been shown if we
had employed David Cameron.

Lobbying

Stuart Fisher.

Dreamers and lazy folk
We canoed into autumn my
Lady and I
In a double sit on
On a morning so calm
Even my neoprene shorts
Stayed reasonably dry.
Kingfishers flashed by
Looking out for breakfast
As a heron stood still
By the banks of the Dart
As we paddled past old
Hulks and the ducks
That then flew off with
A quack quack while
Having been startled
They were quick to depart.
We noted some red holly
Berries there on the trees
And wondered if at Christmas
We might take a few sprigs
Home so as to decorate
Our house during the festivities.

There once was a time
When we canoed with
A posse of kids
But they are all grow up
Now and don’t have
The time to canoe as
They then once did.
The gray mullet basked
In the warm water
Above the warm mud
While we paddled onwards
Keeping right to the side
Against the fast flowing water
Of the out going tide.
Later we drifted home again
Without paddling more than
Twenty hard strokes
Because we are, you see, for
A long time canoeists capable
Of being dreamers and lazy folk.

Kevin Pyne

Has your email address changed or do you want to be
added to the mailing list when copies of Canoeist are
issued?
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk with your email address (with
your former email address if changed) and ask us to
add you to the list. We record only email addresses, not
names, offering greater security than GDPR.
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Call for Scottish outdoor recreation champion
A dozen outdoor organizations have together called
for a new Outdoor Recreation Champion role to be
created within the Scottish Government to ensure
everyone in society benefits from being active in nature.
The new cross departmental role is one of several
innovative ideas within a joint manifesto published
by Scottish Outdoor Recreation Alliance, aimed at
supporting the booming demand for the outdoors.
SORA’s Manifesto for the Outdoors also calls for
* A guarantee that every primary and secondary
school pupil has at least one week away at an outdoor
centre
* Longterm strategic investment in infrastructure such
as facilities, ranger services, education and skills training
* More support for BAME communities and people
in deprived areas to engage with the outdoors
* The creation of a standalone fund for outdoor
recreation, including paths and signage
The publication of the manifesto before the Holyrood
elections in May was timely, given a major independent
survey published by the David Hume Institute showed
36% of people in Scotland spent more time outside
in nature last year than before with 58% of people in
Scotland intending to spend more time outside in future.
SORA member Helen Todd, who is Ramblers
Scotland’s policy manager, said that recruiting an
outdoor recreation champion would help all government
departments from health and tourism to the economy
and equalities capitalize on the surge in outdoor
recreation.
She said ‘We need an outdoor recreation champion
working across government departments to ensure that
everyone across Scotland shares the benefits and pleasure
of being active in the natural environment.
‘Scotland has been great at marketing our amazing
scener y and outdoor activities but this hasn’t
been matched by investment. Indeed, the Scottish
Government’s funding for access has flatlined for more
than a decade at £8,100,000 a year.
‘SORA’s Manifesto for the Outdoors offers a hopeful
and practical vision of a more inclusive outdoors
which will benefit the economy, environment, local
communities and everyone’s health and wellbeing as part
of a green recovery from Covid.’
The manifesto was developed by Ramblers Scotland,
the British Horse Society, Cycling UK in Scotland,
Mountaineering Scotland, ScotWays
and the Scottish Canoe Association.
It is also supported by the Outward
Bound Trust, Scottish Adventure
Activities Forum, Scottish Countryside
Rangers Association, Scottish Wild
Land Group, HorseScotland and
Scottish Orienteering.
The major concern for Paddlers
International remains the dangerous
wild camping ban in the Loch
Lomond & Trossachs National Park
(May 2017, p8), little changed.
Helen Todd told PI ‘The SCA
were indeed involved in campaigning
against the introduction of the
byelaws as we worked with them,
Mountaineering Scotland, the Royal

Yachting Association Scotland and Scottish Sports
Association on a number of joint statements and
consultation responses, although obviously we lost the
argument at that time.
‘The national park was obliged to make regular reports
to government on the implementation of the byelaws,
with its final report after 3 years submitted in March
2020. They have also held a number of stakeholder
engagement sessions where they have updated us on
progress although these have been fairly unsatisfactory
events with little opportunity to question the approach.
There may have been the odd tweak to the byelaw
implementation but overall they are still in place as
planned.
‘We have continued to believe that the byelaws were
not the appropriate management measure to deal with
the situation the park authority faced. While we have
seen byelaws introduced in the NP we have at least
succeeded in stopping other local authorities from
introducing them elsewhere, despite some calls from
various politicians and communities for this to happen.
For example, there was a petition raised in parliament
calling for byelaws to tackle problems around the
North Coast 500 and a debate in parliament last year
on camping management although, fortunately, the vast
majority of MSPs recognized byelaws weren’t the right
response.
‘Instead, we have been pleased to see that the
arguments we used against the byelaws at the time have
been widely taken up by government and its agencies.
These have informed work which is now ongoing in
response to the visitor pressures Scotland has faced
both last summer and this year following the easing of
lockdown and the huge surge in people spending their
holidays here. The main response has been focussed on
(a) education and communications on how to behave
responsibly in line with the Scottish Outdoor Access
Code and a huge increase in ranger services to engage
directly with people to change behaviour,
(b) investment in infrastructure such as carparks, toilets,
paths, litter bins etc so that it’s much easier for people to
do the right thing, and
(c) greater police presence and enforcement of existing
legislation on antisocial behaviour, littering etc.
‘Scotland now has a 10 year visitor management
strategy built around these three principles and our
job now is to ensure that momentum
isn’t lost once the summer is over and
investment continues; it’s our view that
years of underinvestment in visitor
management, education and recreation
has exacerbated the problems and this
won’t be resolved in the short term.
This was set out in a manifesto for
the May 2021 Scottish elections put
together jointly by recreation bodies in
Scotland, including the SCA.’
The repor t says ‘The overall
reduction in the number of tents...
suggest that byelaws have achieved
one of their key aims’, an accusation
Brendan Paddy of Ramblers Scotland
made to PI in 2017 as an intention of
the legislation. The comment ‘there is
CANOEIST November 2021

New Mersey centre
A new watersports
centre is to be
established at Rock
Ferry Waterfront on
the River Mersey.
It will accompany
a new marina and
refurbishment of the
Grade II slipway of
1820, used by the
local community and
important because the
shoreline is of soft mud.
Art on canals
The CRT and Arts
Council England have
signed a memorandum
of understanding that
will see artwork installed
in canal environments
in 2021/2. As well as
installations there have
been concerts, plays,
creative workshops,
outdoor galleries, indoor
exhibitions, floating
libraries, street art and
the reflections of the
Canal Laureate... and
you were just thinking
about boating.
Members only
carpark
The SCA have a
carpark at Stanley. This
has a gate code and
is restricted to SCA
members only.
Welsh shuttles
Transport for Wales
are experimenting with
Fflecsi bus services,
small buses called by
phone or online that
will collect and deliver
passengers using flexible
routes, including at
ends of the day and
on Sundays. Trials are
being held in Blaenau
Gwent, Conwy valley,
north Cardiff, Denbigh,
Holywell, the Llyn
peninsula, Newport,
Pembrokeshire and
Prestatyn and could
provide an option for
shuttles.
Promoting
Scottish sport
The Scottish
Government are to
double their investment
in sport and active living
to £100,000,000 by
the end of the present
Parliament. A fifth
annual Scottish Women
& Girls in Sport week at
the end of October was
an important part of the
participation objective.
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Ancient canoe found
A Mayan canoe,
thought to date from
around 830-950,
has been found in
remarkably good
condition in a freshwater
pool. The Sorbonne
University staff who
have been involved in
recovering the canoe
and some smaller
items are to make a 3D
replica.
Over 20,000,000
paddlers
Research by British
Marine and the CRT
shows that over
20,000,000 people take
part in paddle sports
every year, significantly
more than walking and
far more than angling.
Paddling is claimed
to be as beneficial for
health as yoga or Pilates.
BM has launched a new
On the Water website to
show locations around
the UK where there are
providers able to help
people get afloat.
Trust to be
wound up.
The John Merricks
Sailing Trust, in memory
of the Olympic sailor
killed in a car crash in
1997, is being wound
up. Grants totalling
£730,000 have been
made to 285 individuals
and groups. The charity
need to distribute the
remaining £200,000 to
sailing organizations,
small charities and
groups able to provide
legacies in his name to
last for at least a decade.
Energy drinks
A 21 year old student
has suffered heart and
kidney failure, thought
to result from consuming
four 500ml energy
drinks a day for two
years. He had 58 days
in hospital and was
reasonably recovered
after nine months but
still suffered severe
migraines when he
did not have energy
drinks. A study of 11-16
year olds in Wales
found 6% used energy
drinks daily. Those
from disadvantaged
backgrounds were high
users with marketing
often aimed at this
group.
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no significant change in the level of antisocial behaviour’
is also interesting.
I do not see anything on safety of people undertaking
outdoor activities. Have there been cases of people
compromised or worse as a result of having failed to
put up tents to shelter when weather conditions or their
physical state deteriorated?
The issue I fear is not those who camp because
they are seeing hypothermia developing, the more
experienced users, but the less experienced who fear
having their details taken or getting a criminal record,
pressing on when they should stop and so paying the
consequences. If the authorities are not going to use
this threat it should be removed, not left hanging over
everyone.
It is easy to forget the level of knowledge of some
visitors. There was a complaint after a fatal accident that
there were no notices saying that the water in Loch
Lomond is deep (effectively, too deep to stand on the
bottom). Education needs to warn in what ways the
outdoors is a potentially dangerous place. However, the
comment by Police Scotland Assistant Chief Constable
Mark Williams that ‘open water is very, very dangerous’ is
not correct unless approached incorrectly.
More helpful is the request of Scottish Fire & Rescue
Service Chief Officer Martin Blunden, ‘Please, please
make sure your loved ones, adults and kids, know how
to behave around inland water.’ It is not safe just because
there is no notice warning to the contrary. Notices
should only be for when there is likely to be unexpected
unusual danger. The situation is not helped by bodies
such as the EA and RNLI displaying large numbers
of icons of all the usual things that might possibly go
wrong, so many that most people do not stop to look at
them. Just the unusual should be highlighted.
Education needs to go further than teaching children
to swim. They need a good grounding on what risks
exist in the outdoors and the consequences of getting
it wrong. It is easy to be misled by films which show
stuntmen achieving the near impossible. Films about
survival tend to show only the ones who survive.
The basis of my knowledge of safety on mountains
came from the Scouts and of safety on water from
a student canoe club. Knowledge of risky places
needs to be identified. I still cringe at the memory
of encountering many years ago, high on Cairngorm,
a family from Abingdon with young children in
wellington boots. Remember Martin Blunden’s words.

2022 licence fees

The EA propose to increase licence fees by 6% next
year and by 4% more in 2023 but hold them in 2024.
EA licence fee increases are usually well ahead of those
of the CRT and of inflation. CRT fees will rise 4% in
April.
An Anglian Pass has been introduced this year for the
Nene, Great Ouse system, Middle Level Navigation and
Cam but it is an annual pass and only for powered craft.

Show developments

The All Wales Boat & Leisure Show has been pulled
forward to Feb 5/6th and is to be indoors at Venue
Cymru in Llandudno. Ocean Kayak, Plas Menai and Plas
y Brenin are among those exhibiting.
BoatLife is a new show to be run at Birmingham’s
NEC over Feb 17-20th. Occupying three halls, it appears
to cover prettywell anything up to 14m that floats and
will be run by BoatLife Events, owned by Richard Dove.
The long established dinghy show from Alexandra
Palace is expanding to become the RYA Dinghy &
Watersports Show, to cover everything small and
floating. It will also move its venue to the Farnborough
International on Feb 26/27th.
Crick Boat Show, the biggest inland waterways festival,
has been set for Jun 2nd-5th, the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee Bank Holiday. The first day will be for trade and
the public will be let loose thereafter.
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EA licence consultation

In the summer the EA conducted a poorly publicized
consultation on boat licences. PI responded as follows:‘With regard to the EA consultation on boat licences,
about which I have just learned, I offer the following
response, some of the claims made and the questions
asked in such a way as not to permit adequate reply.
‘“We charge for registration so that people who
benefit from the navigation services we provide... such
as locks, weirs and moorings. We maintain river banks
and manage channels... We remove... debris including
fallen trees”. Most canoeists would consider the rivers
to be improved if all these were to collapse or disappear,
certainly not pay for their continuation. When a large
tree fell, blocking the Thames navigation in deep water
between nettle-covered banks between Cricklade and
Lechlade, it was left there for several years because the
EA said it was not their responsibility. Paddlers would
be very keen for navigation to be under the control of
somebody other than the EA. If the EA cannot afford
navigation, why are they so keen to prevent it from
being taken over by the CRT? Why not hand on this
financial burden to those that do have boating interests?
‘“make sure our regulatory activities are transparent,
accountable...” They are far from it. Defra refuse to
give honest answers even to Freedom of Information
requests and Parliamentary Written Questions.
‘“to encourage entry level participation and access”.
There has been no improvement or attempt at
improvement in access in the last century by the EA
and predecessors, even though the access situation in
England and Wales is the worst in the world outside
war zones. Defra have gone out of their way to ensure
that access on the water does not improve, in contrast
with that for those on land, and insist on an unworkable
policy flatly rejected by Natural England, a different part
of Defra.
‘Table 5 gives the weekly charge for unpowered open
boats as £11.13 and the daily charge as £5.30 but fails
to mention the minimum charge is £11.00 so the daily
rate, effectively, does not exist.
‘Table 6 gives the 15 day Explorer charge as £18.00
but does not make clear that this is for only one
waterway, a further £18.00 being needed for each other
waterway, in contrast to CRT licences which are for all
canals and river navigations.
‘Boat names are irrelevant for canoeing. It is the
person who is named and who will pick the appropriate
(unnamed) craft for the conditions on the day of use.
‘6.5 Charging on the Rivers Wye and Lugg. Part of
the EA’s case for getting control of these rivers was
that they would not impose charges. To renege on this
assurance in return for unwanted “services” will not
“promote their navigation and use” or “improve them”.
‘A number of questions do include positive
suggestions but they are grouped so that only a yes/no
can be given for the whole group, some of the items
included often being sufficiently unacceptable to reject
the whole group.
‘In contrast with the CRT, from whom we receive
communication usually more than once a week on
matters of boating interest, there has been nothing
from the EA since about the third meeting of Barbara
Young with the boating press. For a time there were
circulars on such subjects as poodle parlours, a waste
of everybody’s time, but nothing on boats. I cannot
recall when I last received anything at all from the EA
or anything positive for canoeists, probably before the
NRA was set up, several decades ago.
‘I repeat, why does the EA not divest itself of a
task which it cannot afford and clearly has no wish to
encourage?’
The Thames Motor Boaters Association launched
their own survey in response because of the lack of
opportunity to respond on the level of service offered
by the EA. The survey, open to motor boaters using the
non tidal Thames, runs until the end of November.

Teaching swimming
The national
curriculum in England
calls for pupils to be
able to swim 25m and
to self rescue. Following
the death of her 13 year
old son in a Lancashire
quarry, Beckie Ramsey
launched a petition
calling for increased
curriculum content on
swimming, achieving
over 100,000 signatures,
enough to trigger a
debate in Parliament.

Could bike trains carry canoes?

Class 153 carriages are former GWR hand downs
which have been converted to carry bikes and skis in
Scotland, initially running between Glasgow and Oban.
Although rigged for bikes, could other equipment be
carried, perhaps canoes or kayaks? Transport Scotland’s
call was for them to carry bikes and other outdoor sports
equipment. Occupancy rate is usually less than half the
capacity of 20 bikes.
Would an open canoe even get in the door? What
about a sea kayak? The days of strapping a canvas kayak
to the top of an steam engine tank on a rural branch line
are long gone but how much work would be needed to
convert luggage racks to internal boat racks?
Booking would probably be a necessary evil, as for
bikes, although there is no charge for the latter if a
seat is booked. Those about to cycle are not going to
demand first class seats and there must also be a case for
not providing space for wheelchair users who will not
be cycling, for whom there is suitable space in adjacent
carriages. Even the tables have been equipped with maps
of the route.
Rural lines are likely to be more flexible in attitudes
although they would stop short of Canada’s wilderness
Polar Express where it is possible to book a stop at any
remote river crossing to unload canoes, much cheaper
than having to fly in with them strapped to the floats of
seaplanes.
The west coast of Scotland has some of the best sea

The concept.
kayak paddling in Europe, although some water can be
challenging. A trip by train from Helensburgh to Oban
and then back via the Crinan Canal and Kyles of Bute
would offer a wide range of conditions with the best of
scenery. Adding in later services to Fort William, Mallaig
and Kyle of Lochalsh would offer a network of routes
second to none. At present, paddlers tend to undertake
circular routes from their cars or have to shuttle a car
from one end of the trip to the other, inconvenient.
There is potential here for something new. A lecture
to the Scottish branch of the Institution of Mechanical
Engineers on the refurbished carr iages has been
recorded.

Crossing the River Awe.
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Alternative portage
marked
Blissworth Tunnel
on the Grand Union
Canal is the third longest
in the country and is
banned to canoeists.
The most direct portage
line is along a 60 mph
minor road with no
footway and exposed
to crosswinds, less safe
than going through the
tunnel for many and one
of the outstanding safety
issues remaining from
PI’s Blissworth meeting
with BW in 2005 and
still unadressed after
our 2013 meeting at
Devizes. The IWA’s
Northampton branch
have now waymarked a
footpath portage route,
rather longer than the
2.8km tunnel but mostly
clear of roads. The route
is sufficiently complex
for the team to have
got lost themselves
while installing the
waymarking.
Knowledge
promotion
Many bodies have
been making use of
online meetings during
lockdown and continue
to do so even after the
easing of restrictions.
Although most lectures
are free of charge,
it is not unusual for
members to receive
a discount rate when
there is a charge. The
SCA have been among
the providers, with
subjects from wildlife
to the practicalities of
running clubs. However,
their charges have been
quite high. For example,
£15 for a non member
for a lecture on Gaelic
place names is probably
more than a book on the
subject would cost.
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Bootle doodles

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal in Sefton has a new Zen
doodle on a wall below the Strand shopping centre and
Levi Tafari’s contribution is a poem about the canal. For
those more into activity there have been paddling and
walking sessions, attracting nearly 150 people into pairs
of open canoes tied together, along 8km from Bootle to
Aintree and these free sessions are to continue through the
winter, having already resulted in the establishment of a
new canoe club at Ford.

Artist Stella Lang, assisted by Katrianna Gra-Rollings.

Flare disposal

The MCA are to end the acceptance at some of their
stations of out of date flares at the end of this year. Some
chandlers are providing an alternative. Mini flares usually
need to have a tube held with one hand while the other
hand unscrews a cap, extracts a chain and pulls the loop at
the end, the tube not being seen as a barrel. A much safer
device, The Nicosignal, able to be used by one hand while
the other was holding onto a capsized kayak, fired flares
directly from its cylinder of six mini flares, in succession if
necessary. This was stopped when a member of staff at the
Home Office decided it had a barrel and, even though it
could only be fired within 15˚ of vertical, would in future
be subject to all the regulations of firearms, including
having to be kept in a gun cabinet, more expensive than
the Nicosignal. As a result the German manufacturer
stopped importing them to Britain and less paddlers now
carry flares and more rely on mobile phones.

The Zen doodle in Sefton.

Lynn Pegler photographs

Water closures

A Let’s Paddle session on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal.
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The EA have announced a series of closures or partial
closures for engineering works and events, including the
Royal Canoe Club’s 10 @ 10 at Teddington. A number
will only affect those passing through the locks. Improved
portage arrangements are to be installed at Abingdon
lock as part of a £9,500,000 package of works for fish
and boaters. Despite the 650 rivers in England and Wales,
the EA’s frequent announcements almost all relate to the
Thames. We have received only one for one other river.
The CRT also have a programme of 168 winter works,
many of them related to locks which could result in
draining of pounds. See canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices.
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Burnley’s Direct Services Kickstart team try canoeing
as a team building exercise before they turn to canal
restoration building work.

Fran Read

Standards

There was a time when if your product complied with
the relevant British Standard you could have the kudos
of saying so. If your product fell below the standard or
was ahead of it that was not the end of the world. If you
had the BS kitemark that might significantly reduce your
product liability insurance premium.
Then CEN reared its head. Products had to comply
and to be tested at your expense to prove that they did,
even after minor design changes. If CEN said toggles
had to be 19mm in diameter because interests on the
relevant committee wanted that size then it became the
law. Crash helmets had to be able to take the impact of
head butting a rock on the fastest river in the Alps, even if
most customers were using much gentler water. However,
an apparently identical design of helmet could be sold for
skateboarding. Testing was a minor inconvenience for a
manufacturer of millions of lightbulbs, a different matter
for the developer of a buoyancy aid to sell in dozens.
Innovation in buoyancy aids with their safety features,
for which small British companies were noted, came
to a sudden end when expensive CEN testing became
obligatory.
After Brexit, CEN regulations no longer apply for
those not selling to or buying from the EU. For the
home market UKCA marking will come in. The new
Recreational Craft Regulations will replace the EU rules.
While they may not be a lot different, at least we will see
an end to committee meetings held in obscure locations
which would previously have involved at least three days
away from home for those needing to attend. We wait
to see which products can be self certified and whether
British innovation will reappear.

The CRT were pleased that Rob Oliver trained on his
local canals in Birmingham for his 200m race in the
Paralympics, where he took 3rd place. Speed limit?
What speed limit?

The new line of the Stroudwater Navigation now passes under the centre of the
Whitminster roundabout where the A419 ends at the A38. This is to be followed
by the restoration of the canal under the main railway line from Birmingham
to the West Country, delayed from May because of the bird nesting season,
and under the M5. A canoe landing platform has already been included at
Whitminster. The project was a double winner for the Cotswold Canal Trust in
the Institution of Civil Engineers Southwest Engineering Awards in September,
the Project Under £8,000,000 New Build on this line and the People’s Choice
Award, the latter perhaps a reflection on the largest canal society membership in
the country.

Vernacular names on maps

In the past the coastguards were local people who
knew their localities. Nowadays you may be dealing
with somebody at the far end of the country who
may not know which Eilean Dubh you mean or not
know somewhere locals know but which is not named
on a name. As a result, the MCA are now providing
a vernacular names overlay to help them find Stinky
Bay or wherever and this will be available to all the
emergency services but not the public. They would
be pleased to have canoeists add relevant names for
inclusion in the FINTAN tool, which they will verify.
There is also interest in PI’s suggestion of having river
features such as particular rapids marked for when rescue
services are required.

Trips

Hungarians Klaudia Kis and Richard Varga decided to
draw attention to river pollution by paddling 2,850km
upstream from the Black Sea to the Black Forest. On the
way they separated a pair of sea eagles which appeared to
have been fighting and had become locked together, in
danger of drowning.
The MMZero team of marathon racers Bobby
Johnson and Rod Pr ice with KL Millhouse and
daughter Casey have dropped the record for paddling
the 4,355km of the Mississippi from Lake Ithaca to the
Gulf of Mexico to 17 days, 20 hours. The four used a
Wenonah Minnesota IV open canoe with nine hours of
paddling followed by three hours of sleeping in rotation,
a nonstop journey in high water. They managed to avoid
a forecast tornado but had a blizzard on the second day
and sweltering heat later in the journey. At 62, KL was
the oldest person ever to complete the trip and Casey
the youngest female at 20. KL was regaining the record
he had set 40 years earlier with Steve Eckelkamp, 35 days
11 hrs 27 mins that time.
Until May the record had stood at 18 days 4 hrs 51
mins. However, the MMZero team were followed by
Team Mississippi Speed Record, Scott Miller, Joel Ford,
Perry Whitaker and Adam Macht, who were setting a
much faster pace until 260km from the end, when they
were hit by headwinds of nearly 60km/h southeasterly
and 1.2m waves. They were shipping water as they passed
between barges and liners and called up their support
boat, which they managed to board before their canoe
was taken down by the current and lost.

Falcon Rowing & Canoeing Club’s new boathouse near Donnington Bridge,
Oxford, is nearing completion, to replace the existing 75 year old sheds.

The coastguard are
now using a drone
for search and rescue
operations. Unlike
other drones, which
are usually driven to
the area of interest
before launching, the
coastguard one flies
from its base near
Caernarfon.
Cyril Derreumaux, attempting a 4,450km crossing of the Pacific from San
Francisco to Hawaii (May, p9), had to be rescued by coastguard helicopter after a
week. In 4-5m waves his sea anchor line had become wrapped round his rudder
and winds were gusting to over 80km/h in addition to GPS and AIS failures. It
was a journey he had undertaken before as part of a four man rowing crew.
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Dave Manby filming during the Orinoco expedition in 1977.

Mumbo in the Hall

Dave Manby has been elected as the 49th member of
the International Whitewater Hall of Fame. He first came
to the notice of many of us as the youngest member of
Mike Jones’ Everest Descent team and has since gone on
to undertake many other pioneering runs around the
world. After Mike’s death Mumbo established and ran the
Mike Jones Rally and cardboard canoe races on the Dee
at Llangollen for a decade, one of the most successful
British canoeing events of all time and a useful earner for
the town with up to 2,000 extra visitors out of the usual
tourist season.
From 1983 he was much involved in paddling on
the Çoruh in Turkey, including establishing rafting trips,
the Project Raft world championships and a mass start
extreme white water race for kayaks, promoted paddling
for disadvantaged groups and played a central role in
establishing the first international white water centre
in Turkey, now with many Turkish staff and paddlers.
He also developed safety concepts that are now used
around the world. He joins Peter Knowles in the hall
plus Oliver Cock and an astonishingly youthful looking
Chris Hawkesworth. Dave has contributed many articles
to Canoeist over the years.
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Independent
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Cronberg. Jorn, who died in 2019, headed marathon
for 35 years, spending nine years persuading the ICF
to accept it as a discipline when attitudes were very
different from the current ones. We saw him as the ICF’s
very best of officials.
Thomas Konietzko used his first board meeting to
pledge to continue to strengthen the number of women
holding positions of influence. Outgoing ICF president
Jose Perurena identified the increase in the number of
women on the ICF board to eight and gender equality
on the Olympic programme as two of his proudest
achievements during his 13 years in charge.
‘When I started in 2008 there were four ladies and 12
men’s medals on offer at the Olympics,’ Mr Perurena said.
‘In Tokyo finally we have eight and eight, the same
quota. This was a big success for the ICF because it is not
easy to convince countries to make changes.’
However, he will also be remembered for claiming
control of other sports that already have their own
governing bodies. Konietzko said ‘our diversity is
also our biggest challenge, because so many different
interests have to be taken into account’. It is not in the
interest of canoeists to be placed on the same footing as
increasing numbers of others who do not see themselves
as canoeists and do not want to have any involvement
with the ICF.
Tony Estanguet has stepped down as vice president in
order to head the Paris 2024 Olympic delivery team.

North Sea crossing 80 years ago

A small monument in the dunes at Sizewell consists
of three kayak paddles. Two are castings moulded on
the ones used by Henri and Willem Petri in 1941 for
a 56 hour crossing from the Netherlands to escape the
Nazis. Henri had been a keen rower and was aware of
the failures of many to escape by Fishing boat. They set
out from Katwijk with an easterly wind in the autumn,
having assembled their folding kayak twice because they
found a piece left over the first time. The calm conditions
helped although they had an early capsize. Of the 32
who attempted such a crossing, three quarters perished,
remembered by a third broken paddle on the monument.
The kayak used has also survived.

Mike Carter

We regret Mike Carter has died. Few in British slalom
will remember a time when he was not busy behind
the scenes dealing with bibs and rankings as he had
been doing it for half a century, for many years an active
slalomist himself. He was a Viking Kayak Club member
Best joins Smale at ICF
Ger many’s Thomas Konietzko has been voted whose activities had included the annual Boxing Day
the new president of the ICF, receiving 94% of the Roll at Duck Mill Weir. He was efficient in management
vote on the day he also celebrated his 58th birthday, and, to many, a genial official who made sure things got
defeating Russia’s Evgenii Arkhipov. He replaces Spain’s done. He contributed many articles to Canoeist.
Jose Perurena, who is standing down after 13 years, his
predecessor being Germany’s Ulli Feldhoff. In other
Dag Pike
election results Argentina’s Cecila Farias, China’s Aijie
1933 - 2021
Liu and Spain’s Lluis Rabaneda were elected vice
Author of over 40 books on all aspects of marine
presidents while Italy’s Luciano Buonfiglio won a hotly activity, including Storms & Wild Water, which I proofread
contested vote to remain as the ICF’s treasurer.
myself, Dag Pike was one of the great authorities on all
Japan’s Toshi Furuya was elected to chair sprint matters maritime and was finishing his latest title at the
committee, France’s Jean-Michel Prono was re-elected time of his death. He worked on building the first RIB
to chair the canoe slalom committee and Germany’s and was navigator during Richard Branson’s Atlantic
Manuela Gawehn will be the new head of wild water Challenger fastest crossing of the Atlantic in the 1980s,
racing, the first female head of a competition committee. in the era when Dag also won the World Offshore
Dutchman Ruud Heiljselaar will chair marathon, Powerboat Championships. In the 1960s he was the
Great Britain’s Greg Smale retains his role as head of RNLI’s Inspector of Lifeboats and perhaps saw more of
canoe polo and fellow Brit Terry Best will take over as them than most, being rescued at least a dozen times.
head of freestyle.
South Africa’s Colin Simpkins will pilot ocean racing,
Ned Beatty
Canada’s John Edwards was successfully re-elected to
1937-2021
chair paracanoe and, from New Zealand, Tim Brabants
While Ned Beatty’s more recent films included
chairs the ICF’s medical and antidoping committee.
Superman and Toy Story 3, his screen debut was in
The ICF congress also recognized the work of three Deliverance in 1972. That film was of a wilderness canoe
longterm supporters of canoeing, with special awards trip that went badly wrong with a riverbank homosexual
to Germany’s Juergen Konrad and Australia’s Helen rape central to the plot but including the wonderful
Brownlee and a posthumous award for Denmark’s Jorn Dueling Banjos sequence.
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EA admit no legal basis for claim
Last year Paddlers International put a Freedom of
Information question to Defra as an access test case.
Defra responded that the reply would be as ‘normal
correspondence’ so the 20 working day response legally
required did not apply. A year later that has still not been
received.
We took the matter up with the Infor mation
Commissioner. He said we were asking them to say what
law they thought applied and that we could not ask for
an opinion. We needed to ask what information they
held. We prepared a new FoI request, ‘The Environment
Agency guide to riparian owners in England and Wales,
Living on the Edge, states categorically “there is no public
right of navigation on most non-tidal watercourses”.
What information do they hold in relation to the basis
of that statement?’ The Information Commissioner
confirmed that was appropriate wording.
Two documents were received back from Defra,
one about copyright of replies and the other of 2014
mentioning three other documents. We requested these
from Defra and they were supplied. They were:1) Unheaded, uncredited and undated, apparently the
sarcastic comments of a member of the Defra Legal
department, probably contemporary with the other
sheets, pouring scorn on the work of Dr Douglas Caffyn,
which had previously been submitted to Minister Alun
Michael for comment, for which two universities had
awarded him higher law degrees. It made reference to
three court cases. Two of these were 1868 and 1875, at
the start of recreational canoeing, and one was in 1972.
It stated ways in which a right of navigation could be

The Environment Agency answer to our Freedom of
Information request about the basis of their claim
that ‘there is no public right of navigation on most
non-tidal watercourses’.

granted but not any legal reason why it should need to
be.
2) An opinion of 2004 that Douglas Caffyn’s work was
only his own opinion.
3) Part of a letter of 2004 from Alun Michael to the
BCU saying that only the courts could decide for each
river.
Could it really be true that this was all the information
that Defra had on a problem which had adversely
affected tens of millions of members of the public over
decades? Apparently so. Although the EA are part of
Defra, it seems that they are not so far as records are
concerned. The left hand does not know what the right
hand is doing or has done, apparently, and does not want
to find out. It took more digging before it was admitted
that this unlikely situation is the case. The fact that the
Defra Minister can answer questions without knowledge
of EA records but can produce a full response to a
question on rights of way on land, handled by Natural
England, seems strange.
Thus, PI submitted the FoI question again, this time to
the EA. Finally we have a clear statement.
The EA do not know what the law says. Clearly, they
know that they do not know, yet they go on to say that
we must obtain permission before going on the water as
if they did know there was no right. The answer appears
not to be an answer about why the EA make a clear
statement that there is not a right of navigation on most
of our rivers.
When Defra Minister Rebecca Pow said in a
Parliamentary Written Answer to a question instigated by
Paddlers International (May, p10) that ‘The legal situation
is complex’ neither Defra nor the EA could produce
legislation to substantiate that answer. Contrast Rebecca
Pow’s PWA on river access with her recent ones on
footpaths and forests.
Even if there was a necessity to ask riparian permission
to pass, a policy known by all parties to be generally
unworkable, there is no method south of the border for
finding out who owns what land, as brought out again in
the Panama Papers. When slalomists obtained permission
of the landowners around the Serpent’s Tail to run their
annual slalom, anglers alleged there was a further piece
of land they had not identified, for which permission
had not been obtained, so the event could not go ahead.
Even amenable landowners would eventually run out of
patience replying to requests to pass and it would only
take one to be absent, not to reply or to give a negative
response for a trip not to be able to go ahead.
We continue to have the ludicrous situation of canal
users being refused adequate water to use them, often
disadvantaging wildlife as well, for that matter, while the
EA get blamed for flooding because they have too much
water, which they blame on the climate. Discussion after
an IWA Anglian region lecture this year, primarily for
powered craft users, turned to relationships with the EA,
one participant asking ‘How can you best work with the
EA?’
Another simply stated ‘EA - Exceedingly Awful.’
The EA say they cannot afford to meet boaters’ needs.
Most of paddlers’ use requires no expenditure at all, as
on the sea, except for passing built obstructions. In that
case it would seem sensible to let this loss making part
of their operation go to the CRT. The EA have a long
CANOEIST November 2021

The sum total of what
Defra say they know
about the legal situation
on river access.
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record of opposing the interests of boaters except on
rivers where they dare not withdraw the right.
We need a body fit for purpose to represent the needs
of boat users, to give honest answers to questions and to
work within the law as it is, not as they would like it to
be.
* The EA claim not to know what the law
says.
* The EA appear to have no wish to find
out what it says.
* The EA appear keen the public should not
find out what it says.
* The EA say it is not good use of public
funds to find out yet users should find
out for themselves.

And I quote...

‘We received several actual expressions of
commiseration that the state of the waterway
[Huddersfield Narrow Canal] had involved us in so
much trouble; and these led to a quite startling number
of close enquir ies into the legal position of the
navigation (a topic about which no one in England
knows anything - largely because care is taken not to
tell)’ - The River Runs Uphill, Robert Aickman, 1986.
‘A lie told once remains a lie but a lie told a thousand
times becomes the truth’ - Joseph Goebbels (attributed).

New legislation undermined by EA

Compare the tone of Pow’s answer to a Parliamentary Written Question on river
access with those given to access questions on footpaths and forests.
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Two major new pieces of legislation being prepared by
the Government this year are being undermined by EA
intransigence.
Speaking on the Environment Bill, Rebecca Pow said
‘I am aware of some wildly inaccurate claims that have
been circulating online for the past so many days that
we are somehow legalizing the dumping of raw sewage;
we are not. Our amendment goes further than the Lords

amendment by legally specifying that “adverse impacts”
includes impacts both on the environment and on public
heath - for bathers, canoeists and so forth.’
Philip Dunne (Con, Ludlow) said ‘What the Minister’s
amendment adds... is the commitment to include a
reduction in harm to public health, which will be
of great benefit to the increasing numbers of people
who use our rivers for swimming, canoeing and other
activities that involve actually getting into the water,
rather than just touching it with a fly or a leaden weight
to catch a fish.’
The Environment Bill should, on the face of it,
leave us with cleaner rivers. Some of the issues PI has
raised frequently have been among those covered in
the lengthy discussions on the bill. For example, just to
home in on part of the Lords analysis, both the Earl of
Shrewsbury (Con) and Lord Cameron of Dillington
noted that canoeists are among the eyes and ears of
environmental problems arising and questioned the
effects of pollution on paddlers.
Lord Moynihan (Con, for mer Sports Minister)
supported legally binding longter m targets and
strengthening access to nature. Lord Addington (LD)
called for ‘some form of guidance from government to
make sure that [anglers and canoeists] will work together.
I suggest that giving some idea of how this will happen
in future would not hurt the Bill in any way.’
Baroness Par minter (LD) commented on her
amendment 34: ‘It is a quite tightly worded, small
amendment in some regards and aims to require the
Secretary of State to seek the advice of the [Office for
Environmental Protection] on whom to consult before
setting targets. As it stands at the moment, the Secretary
of State gets to set the targets and choose the adviser the
Government consult on what these targets might be.
That seems to be not a very rational approach and not a
very solid process.’
Welcoming the passing of the Act, Environment
Secretary George Eustace said ‘We are setting an example
for the rest of the world to follow.’ He listed out a
number of points but did not mention human users
of rivers. This is reminiscent of an EU conference in
London some years ago at which the EA presented
a set of picture postcards of rivers, not one of which
contained a human being.
While the Environment Act could improve our rivers
or, at least not make them much worse, the Police,
Crime, Sentencing & Courts Bill could make matters
far worse. Targets range from disruptive demonstrations
through to Traveller encampments, one of the weapons
proposed being the criminalizing of trespass. For many
this could be the risk of a criminal record for reading
a footpath map wrong or being somewhere that
landowners or vandals have removed the waymarking.
For canoeists the issue is what constitutes a right of way
under an EA that claims not to know and is hell bent on
ensuring neither they nor the public find out.
Andy Slaughter (Hammersmith) and Margaret
Greenford (Wirral W), both Labour, expressed concern
about the criminalization of canoeists. Will Linden,
Deputy Head of the Scottish Violence Reduction Unit,
as an expert witness, explained how giving a young
person a criminal record starts him on the slippery
slope to a life of crime, hampering career prospects and
increasing the chances of being a victim of crime.
Lord Benyon (Con), who had previously refused, as
Waterways Minister, to attend a meeting set up with
Paddlers International to discuss access, was positive
about increasing access to land but, unless we have
missed it, never once mentioned access on water.
Kit Malthouse, the Minister for Crime & Policing, said
‘Let us remember that there is the lock that significant
harm and disruption must be under way and that people
must be residing with a vehicle, so that does not cover
ramblers, who, presumably, are without a vehicle - I am
not sure whether a canoe counts as a vehicle or indeed
whether one can reside in a canoe. Therefore, those who

are wild camping or enjoying the countryside will be
unaffected.’ Obviously he has never encountered anyone
conspicuously sleeping under a canoe in his Hampshire
constituency, a county where use of all non tidal rivers
is disputed by the EA, but plenty of people do reside in
their vehicles, canoeists, surfers, cyclists, even ramblers
and the homeless, and some may be alleged to have high
spirits. It would not be the first time a court case has
alleged disruption of anglers’ exclusive use of the rivers.

Rules is rules

An advantage of Zoom meetings is that they allow
people from around the country to compare their
problems easily with problems elsewhere. A North
Staffordshire & South Cheshire branch of the IWA
lecture on the Caldon Canal highlighted issues faced
by others involved in canal restoration. Although many
find boats the least disturbing way of watching wildlife
it seems that outsiders with no interest in boats dictate
what may and may not be done, from the EA to local
wildlife groups. Canal restorers the Waterway Recovery
Group’s largest ever project had to be a nature reserve.
If a canal is not kept in good order it becomes
choked with weed, eventually losing its water, becoming
useless for aquatic wildlife. You would expect the canal
restorers to be the experts on supporting aquatic wildlife
but outsiders dictate the terms. At one time the trip
narrowboat on the Caldon was towed by horse but later
had to go over to the use of a standard diesel engine.
This was not acceptable to the local wildlife group and
£17,000 had to be spent on replacing the engine with
an electric engine, not that any purely wildlife enthusiasts
offered any financial support for the change.
The Maritime & Coastguard Agency require to
inspect the boat every year, lifted out of the water for
them in alternate years, for which the cost is £5,000
because a mobile crane has to be hired. This is not a
liner where sinking could result in significant loss of life.
The canal is 760mm deep. It would come to just over
the knees of most adults in the event of a catastrophic
sinking. There are very few places where the canal is
wide enough to turn the boat for its return journey. It
only takes a few paces to wade across the canal. They are
not operating the Marchioness.
Presumably the rules have to be applied exactly and
there is no scope for applying common sense. Perhaps
the rulebook needs to be rewritten with a more
reasonable approach. After all, they did manage to rethink
the rule that even white water rafts had to have sufficient
capacity for all passengers in spare craft carried on board
in the event of a capsize.
You may recall the weed problems developing on
the Broads, where the Broads Authority set up walls of
bubbles to exclude fish that were eating the creatures
dealing with the weed problem. The EA said it was
totally unacceptable to restrict the fish but the BA went
ahead anyway and solved the problem. The EA do not
always know best despite the great power they wield.

Country File concerns

In October Radio 4’s Country File presented a
programme on river access, as seen by a paddler of
an inflatable kayak on the Thames and a residential
boater with kayak on the Thames above Reading. After
pumping up and making preparations, an inflatable kayak
trip on the Loddon from Basingstoke was stopped after
about four strokes when two men revealed themselves
from the riverside vegetation. Thus far the programme
was informative for the astonished public, including the
total contrast between England and Scotland. It was also
interesting to hear that a riparian owner does not own
the bed to the centre of the river but to the deepest
point, which is often much nearer one bank and not
visible from the surface, relevant if a landowner on one
side refuses permission but the one on the other side
permits it.
Somebody from BC took part, mainly promoting BC
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Rubbish punts
Charity Hubbub has
built half a dozen 12
seater punts of recycled
plastic to collect litter.
These are based on the
Thames at Richmond,
in central Birmingham,
in Scotland, in Bristol
floating harbour and two
in London docklands.
Oxford access
Oxford Flood
Alleviation Scheme is
being undertaken on the
floodplain to the west of
Oxford. A new website
invited questions from
the public, recreation
and access being
one of the three most
often raised, 13% of
questions.
A fairer Wales
for everyone
Wales’ First Minister
has set out plans for
a stronger, greener
and fairer Wales in
his Programme for
Government. One of the
objectives is to ‘Promote
equal access to sports.’
EA promote
angling again
The EA have again
attempted to boost
numbers of anglers with
what they have called
National Fishing Month.
Their campaign lasted
38 days.
Tamar radioactivity
HM Naval Base
Devonport have been
discharging radioactive
rainwater untreated into
the Hamoaze. The total
discharged in 2019 was
5μSv, less than 0.5%
of the permitted limit
and the environmental
impact of the tritium is
claimed to be minimal.
Newhaven flood
defences completed
The EA have
completed 4km of flood
defence work on the
Ouse from north of the
Energy Recovery Centre
to Newhaven beach.
The scheme, following
2013 flooding, includes
the first flood barrier that
can be placed across the
railway when required.
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Wye pollution
Phosphate pollution
of the River Wye is an
ongoing problem. The
EA, Natural England,
Natural Resources
Wales, Welsh Ministers,
local councils,
Herefordshire Council,
Welsh Water, the Wye
& Usk Foundation, MPs
and Housing Minister
have all been involved
in discussions which is
hoped will result in a
Nutrient Management
Plan.
Speedboat owners
fined
The Broads Authority
have prosecuted three
speedboat owners. One
owner was fined £2,068
for three offences at
Reedham and Norwich
on the River Yare, home
territory to Norwich
Canoe Club, it being
noted that washes could
result in damage to
banks and moored craft
and risked capsizing
canoes and kayaks. Two
boaters were fined £434
each for speed and other
offences on the River Ant
at Irstead and Ludham.
Scottish
water quality
The results of sampling
of bathing water sites
are being placed on
the SEPA website with
annual classifications
and daily water quality
predictions for 28
locations. SEPA are also
visiting farmers to ensure
compliance with good
land practices. Visitors
are also asked to help
by taking litter home,
cleaning up after dogs
and not feeding seagulls,
even the uninvited fly
past raiders that will take
chips out of your hand.
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The reason for river pollution

Network Rail have dismantled by hand a 2m high x
5m long beaver dam which flooded not only the railway
at Gleneagles but also a SSSI by blocking a culvert. They
have also installed a beaver pass under the railway here.
The recently introduced beavers have been spreading in
the Perth area but concerns are not just about causing
flooding but also felling trees onto the railway line. It
is illegal for ordinary people to damage beaver lodges,
including those blocking rivers. Relatives of ours in
Devon, living in an old mill, have suffered with beavers
attempting to fell a tree in their garden.

There has been much protest about river pollution
recently, not always well informed, even by those who
ought to know. In earlier centuries it was not unusual
to hear ‘Gardyloo!’ as someone emptied a container of
waste out of an upstairs window before it found its way
downhill, perhaps down the centre of the road, to some
watercourse. In later years it was collected as night soil to
be taken away, often by boat, for use as fertilizer or taken
out to sea for dumping, better for other street users.
Eventually sewerage pipes were introduced, a major
improvement, initially combined sewerage to take both
foul and storm water. The theory was that stormwater
was less dense than foul sewage and would stay on
top, from where storm overflows would release excess
stormwater while retaining the rest. In practice the
two kinds mixed more than would have been wished
and we developed to the stage where separate foul and
storm systems have been introduced although plenty of
combined systems remain in use.
The EA claim the water authorities released foul
sewage into our rivers 403,171 times last year, however
that was measured, and blame climate change. Foul
sewers should not contain any stormwater and so should
not be affected by rainfall. Storm sewers should not
contain any foul sewage and so, although they will
spill excess water at times of rainfall and it may be
discoloured by silt, they should not have any foul sewage
to spill. Paving over everywhere just makes it happen
faster. The remaining combined sewers may well spill
foul sewage after rainfall but that will be intermittent.
On the other hand, we are building ever more houses
for ever more people and putting ever more sewage into
our pipelines, every day, leaving less room for stormwater
and resulting in increasingly frequent spills. Except where
blocked by wet wipes or fatbergs, the problem is caused
by too much foul sewage for the size of pipes designed
to carry smaller volumes in the past or treatment works
which are no longer of adequate size. Let us accept that
if we are to have larger populations we need to replace
the sewerage pipes and works with ones of sufficient
capacity for the increased numbers of people and stop
blaming the weather, just as we need to increase the
capacity of the rest of our infrastructure. Defra Minister
Rebecca Pow set up a Storm Overflows Taskforce in
2020 to investigate.
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CRT

On the rivers in England there is only one designated
bathing area, the Wharfe at Ilkley, compared with 38
in Germany, 73 in Italy, 75 in Belgium and 573 in
France. Pow, in a Westminster Hall debate, invited local
authorities to put forward applications, of which five had
been made since 2013. Tim Farron (LD, Westmorland &
Lonsdale) wanted to see the Rothay, Brathay, Kent and
Windermere included, Philip Dunne (Con, Ludlow)
wanted the River Teme and Layla Moran (LD, Oxford
W & Abingdon) wanted areas at Fiddler’s Island and
Wolvercote where there might be up to 2,000 swimmers
a day in the Thames. It might be remembered that the
Tumbling Bay in Oxford was used for bathing from
dons downwards in the days before bathing costumes,
closed down because of claimed water quality concerns
although modesty objectors might have been the real
reason.
The designation would result in water sampling being
undertaken more often by the EA. Pow added ‘that there
are other requirements... will lifesaving equipment be
provided? Is there space for all the people who might
turn up and will they be provided for, with parking
spaces, cafés and toilets? All those things then become
part of the whole discussion about whether a site is a
suitable area for bathing.’
In addition there are the coastal UK Designated
Bathing Sites of which 70% were declared excellent in
2019, compared with 28% in the 1990s, and 98% passed
the minimum standard.

The Lancaster Canal near Crooklands where the CRT
have cleared weed.

Beaver dam dismantled

The real reason

The EA are pressing ahead with fish passes all over the
place, including four on the River Aire, where the 17th
century Grade II Newlay weir failed. The EA told a local
MP that contributory factors were likely to have been
‘the age of the weir, damage caused by debris striking the
weir over the years and during the storm [Christophe],
existing damage identified below the water line and
ageing of the internal wooden structure’.
A geotechnical consultant said it would have been ‘an
extraordinary coincidence’ for the weir to have failed just
when the fish pass was being installed.

What is a river?

‘Close to nine million of us live within 1km of a
canal or river’ said Richard Parr, CRT chief executive.
So, how is a ‘river’ defined? With a name like that you
might expect the CRT to know. Is it any river or just
one of the ones controlled by the CRT for which a
licence is needed? They have a new Youth Fellowship
Programme which they say ‘will help gain the fresh
perspectives that younger people can bring and, by
broadening the appeal of the waterways, will create a
pathway for a new generation of waterway supporters
and enthusiasts’. Repeated requests by PI for clarification
remain unanswered. While the EA continue their present
attitude to water users the YFP is just tinkering at the
edge of the problem and will do little to address the
elephant filling most of the room.

of animal and plant being transferred from one piece
of water to another. The Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum,
Natural Resources Wales and Plas Special Conservation
Area of Conservation have held an online workshop
about invasive marine species for those likely to meet
them. Weevils have been introduced to the Bridgwater &
Taunton Canal to deal with the azolla there, an Amarican
plant that can be bought from garden centres.
The EA, Anglian Water and volunteer groups have
taken five years to clear 37km of the Great Ouse from
Bedford to Brampton of floating pennywort, using weed
boats, hand picking and checking at fortnightly intervals.
The exercise is continuing to Earith in an attempt to
stop it reaching Grafham Water.

Keep Britain tidy

The EA are calling for plastics to be kicked out of
sport because inappropriate disposal is resulting in plastic
waste throughout the planet. Surely the method of
disposal is the issue and we should not just change one
form of litter for another. It is possible to make craft out
of lath and canvas, paddles out of plywood, telephones
out of aluminium, food containers out of brown paper,
drinks containers out of cardboard and so on but plastics
are often superior so it is the responsibility of all of us
not to litter the country with waste materials of any
kind.
Julie James, Welsh Minister for Climate Change, has
asked for and been given approval for an amendment in
the Environment Bill that ‘will ensure Welsh Ministers
will have the same powers as the Secretary of State [for
EFRA], to charge for all single use items, regardless of
their material’, a sweeping power.

Disturbing seals

EA photographs

More Green Flags
The CRT have
announced that a further
64km of waterways have
been awarded Green
Flags by Keep Britain
Tidy. These include
Foxton locks and urban
canals in Coventry
during their City of
Culture year, Stoke
and Manchester. This
increases the coverage
from 640km already
with the award.

membership for which £45 per year would allow use
of 3-4% of our rivers, a figure presumably reached by
adding in the canals.
Of great concern was the claim that a landowner
also controls the space above the bed, not owning the
passing water or air but able to control who uses them,
be it a swimmer or a microlighter. Douglas Caffyn is
emphatic that air rights do not exist. Obviously the
EA are not aware of them as this would be the missing
legislation they could use to legally prevent boats from
going on most of our rivers. Climate protesters have not
cottoned onto buying property at the end of runways
and declining to allow planes to pass overhead. Indeed,
when did you last hear of a pilot getting permission
of every landowner before being allow to fly over his
property?
Equally worrying was the programme’s suggestion
that bodies sink in the aerated water below weirs so if
you are caught below a weir you should just walk along
the bottom until you are clear of the bubbles, when the
water will be sufficiently dense for you to swim to the
surface, presumably something the speaker had not tried
himself. The weir they discussed was Mapledurham, our
local weir when we were at Purley and near the top turn
of the national marathon championships this year.
The BBC have a fact checking team to analyze
political speeches and it would be useful to have them
look at access law. At the start of the year Paddlers
International tried to get Radio 4’s Law in Action
programme to investigate this issue, without success.

The Bedford Ouse before and after floating
pennywort has been cleared.

There has been a call for the intentional disturbance
of such animals as seals to be made a criminal offence,
not that it would be easy to prove that any disturbance
would be intentional in most cases. Instead, Defra’s
approach seems to be one of education which is much
more sensible as long as it is remembered that seals
which take to the water are often showing interest in
getting closer rather than fleeing to safety, much as a
field of cattle or horses on a riverbank may do. It is not
unusual for a seal to follow closely behind a sea kayak or
not unknown to seek food or climb aboard.
The fish pass installed on the Severn at Bevere has
been built in such a way that trying to get down it
in even a short playboat would be anything but a
pleasure. The former chute, which used to be used
in marathon races, still exists but rocks or some other
obstructions have been placed in the flow at the
end. These are not obvious from downstream and
any attempt to carry out a safety inspection from
above is thwarted by a new notice banning access
to that part of the bank because it would be unsafe,
apparently.

Blocking waterways

The CRT are calling for paddlers and other boaters
to check, clean and dry their boats before moving to
new venues. This is to prevent harmful invasive species
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Dirty old Tame
Researchers at
Manchester University
claim that the River
Tame in Greater
Manchester has the most
plastic pollution on its
bed of any river in the
UK. This is blamed on
microplastics in raw
sewage.
Ofwat is to fund over
£850,000,000 to support
initiatives by English
water companies to
benefit the environment
and jobs. Among the
ideas, Severn Trent
propose two new
unnamed bathing
rivers in their region.
The scheme has been
promoted by Defra, the
EA, the Drinking Water
Inspectorate and the
Consumer Council for
Water.
Sea snot spreads
Sea snot, a grey layer
of material like mucus,
has been spreading
along the coast of
the Sea of Marmara,
affecting fishing boats
and suffocating wildlife.
It results from algae
becoming overloaded
with nutrients in
hot weather. First
encountered in Turkey
in 2007 but since met in
the Aegean near Greece,
this year’s growth is
thought to be the biggest
ever. More treatment
of Istanbul sewage is
needed.
Defra to announce
HPMAs
Defra are to issue a
list of Highly Protected
Marine Areas in 2022, as
proposed in the Benyon
Review. Reference
Areas, to accompany
Marine Conservation
Zones, were intended to
be no go areas for all to
see the effect on wildlife
but were quietly shelved
in the face of public
hostility.
The Government
have now adopted and
published four Marine
Plans for England
which cover an area
of 230,000km2, a total
a third larger than the
entire land area of
England.
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The EA’s Boston Barrier,
built by BAM Nuttall
with Mott MacDonald
as lead designer, has
been awarded Climate
Resilience Project of
the Year in the British
Construction Industry
Awards 2021. The
various cost savings have
included any way of
passing the barrier when
it is closed, surrounded
by high sheet piling. In
the event of any incident
it cannot be seen from
any point on public land
except a distant view
from the confluence of
the South Forty Foot
Drain with the Haven. We
could find no sign of the
MacMillan Way, which
used to run along the
south bank, and none
of the local residents we
asked knew where the
barrier is located.

The River Access Acts 1350 to 1472
Introduction

The River Access Acts 1350 to 1472 are important because they
provided for some sections of rivers to be kept clear for boats. On these
rivers there is a public right of navigation today. The Acts were needed
because some landowners built mills and improved fisheries in such a
way that the passage of boats was obstructed.
This paper discusses the question ‘To which rivers did and do the
Acts apply?’ The conclusion reached is that they apply to the navigable
sections of tidal and non-tidal rivers.
These Acts have been repealed but they never created rights. They
confirmed common law rights which still exist today for the rights have
not been extinguished.
Mr Hart, when advising the Angling Trust in 2016, wrote ‘once
you read all the Acts together, you realise that the intent, in terms of
navigation, is to protect the passage of ships and boats in the great rivers
(whatever that may mean)…’ It is to be hoped that it is very unusual
for a QC to give an opinion on a series of Acts of Parliament without
understanding clearly the subject of the Acts.
Three sources of information about these Acts are considered:
1.
Information independent of the Acts.
2.
The effect of the Acts.
3.
The wording of the Acts.

Information independent of the Acts

1.
There was a public right of navigation on the sections
of river since they were to be kept clear for the passage of boats.
2.
Some of them were narrow like the Fleet which had to
be kept ten feet wide.
3.
Some of them only carried boats laden with one ton
since ‘The Fleet Ditch ought of right to be ten feet wide… that
boats laden with a tun of wine can float thereon’.
4.
They were well defined since the commissions which
were sent, eg, to Yorkshire, Sussex or Cornwall, needed to
know which sections of river needed to be kept clear. As Mr
Hart implies, the king would not send a commission to clear
the ‘great rivers’ in a county unless the commission understood
what was meant by ‘great’.
5.
There were many sections of river to be kept clear.
Prior to the passing of the Acts from about 1194 to 1348, groups of
judges were sent to all the counties of England except Durham and
Chester. There were about 18 visitations, called Eyres, to each county.
There were about 35 counties. The counties had between 8 and 50
districts. Among their duties the judges were told to examine the
veredicta presented by the jury from each district. This included a reply
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to the question ‘Have there been any purprestures or enroachments on
the land or water of the king since the last Eyre?’ The ‘land of the king’
included the highways. The ‘water of the king’ was the Royal Rivers.
This question must have been asked over 10,000 times. This implies that
there were a large number of Royal Rivers. Only a few of the records
of the Eyres have been translated into modern English and printed.
Three of these have been examined and they show that purprestures
were reported on the River Fleet in London and the River Kennet near
Marlborough.

The effect of the Acts. The Commissions.
1265 to 1427

The Patent Rolls record that from 1265 the king periodically
appointed commissions to correct purprestures which had narrowed or
blocked a river so that ships and/or fish could not pass and/or where
land was flooded. With regard to the right of navigation, the writs
appointing the Commissions prior to the 1350 Act were based on the
customary common law public right. The writs issued after 1350 were
based on the River Access Acts.
The commissions were made responsible for a section of a river, a
whole river, several named rivers, all the rivers in a county or several
counties. The sections of rivers for which commissions were appointed
included tidal, non-tidal and partly tidal lengths.
Since the Commissions were appointed by the king it is clear
that they all referred to the Royal Rivers and possessed a public
right of navigation. Again, the fact that more than 250 commissions
were appointed indicates that there must have been a public right of
navigation on many sections of rivers.

Magna Carta

Magna Carta required that ‘kiddles’ be removed per totam Anglia [the
whole of England]. The text does not make it clear whether this was so
that boats or fish could pass along the rivers. However, it is possible to
know how Magna Carta was understood in the medieval period. One
section of the Act 1472 12 Edward IV c 7 states:
Whereas by the laudable Statute of Magna Carta, amongst other
things it is contained, that all Wears through Thames and the Medway,
and through all the Realm of England, should be put down, except by
the sea coasts; which statute was made for the great Wealth of all this
Land, in avoiding the straiteness of all Rivers, so that Ships and Boats
might have in them their large and free Passage, and also in Safeguard of
all the Fry of Fish spawned within the same.
Those who wrote and approved this Act clearly thought that this
statement was true in 1472. It implies that the members of Parliament
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and their advisors thought that the law was the same in 1472 as when
Magna Carta was first approved. Thus, in 1472 Parliament thought that
there was a public right of navigation on all the rivers in England.

The wording of the Access to Rivers Acts.
1350 to 1472

The six Access to Rivers Acts provided for the removal of
obstructions in the rivers so that boats could pass. Three of the Acts also
referred to the passage of fish and all allowed obstructions built before
the time of Edward I to remain. The Acts provided increasing penalties
for such obstructions.
The Acts were all written in French. The rivers to which the 1350
Act applied were the ‘g’ntz rivers Denglet’re’ and in the following Acts
variously as g’ntz rivers, g’ndes rivers, g’undez Riv’s, all of which are
medieval spellings of grande rivières. Four hundred years after the Acts
were passed these words were translated into English as ‘the great rivers’
in both Statutes of the Realm and Statutes at Large. This may have caused
confusion in some people’s minds.
In the Acts written in the French language the term ‘grandes riviéres’
was limited to Acts concerned with keeping rivers clear for boats. In the
other Acts for fishing and land drainage the terms used were ‘la rive de
Thamise’ or ‘l’eaux’.
There are many books written in French about the law relating to
rivers. They divide the rivers into two classes, les grandes riviéres or fleuves
and les petites riviéres. The second group is divided by some authors into
little rivers and streams. The terms les grandes riviéres or fleuves denote the
navigable rivers both in the legislation and in the legal literature.
Thus during the period of the River Access Acts there was in the
French language an equivalence between grandes rivières and navigable
rivières and between petites rivières and non-navigable rivières. There is
no reason to think that the French language as written and spoken in
England was different from the French language written and spoken in
France.

The meaning of the word ‘navigable’

The French word normally used in the Law Books referring to
vessels on navigable rivers is ‘bateau’ as in the phrase ‘petites rivières et tous
les cours d’eau ne portant pas bateau’. It seems that bateau includes all the
many types of vessel used in England including:- boat, cobble, wherry,
rowing boat, log boat, skiff, punt, canoe, navicula, batella, scafula. Some
of these were small like the Bridgwater barges, Fleet trows and Parrett
flatners which were about 2 metres wide.
The canals which were used by boats included a section of the Forth
Dyke which was 5 metres wide. On the River Lea there was a dock
which ‘would have been capable of accommodating flat-bottom boats
up to 2.7 metres long and 1.2 metres beam.’ Kyndelwere which was
used by boats was ten feet wide.
There are records of the use of sections of 170 rivers in medieval
England. The smallest of these are now only streams. The reduced size
may be due to faster drainage and abstraction.
Nothing has been found which implies that the River Access Acts
referred to anything other than normal rivers of a minimum width of
about 10 to 14 feet which were usable by boats worked by one or two
people. These are easily recognized by any experienced small boat user.

INCIDENT FILE
American statistics

Fatality statistics in America in 2020, when there was a sharp increase
in the number on the water, saw a significant increase in deaths to 48,
mainly inexperienced users. There was a steady increase until June and
then numbers declined again. Lack of buoyancy aids accounted for over
two thirds of deaths with pinning on rocks or trees another 20%. A
quarter were on flat water, 56% on grade 1 and the numbers dropping
away as the difficulty increased up to grade 4

Time and tide drifting away

A solo canoeist capsized in Howe Sound in British Columbia and
was fortunately able to grab his sleeping bag and some food before his
canoe drifted away. After four days he was able to attract the attention of
a passing kayak paddler although he had lost track of time and thought
he had only been stuck on his rock for a day or two.

North Devon rescue

Capsized in choppy conditions, a sea kayak paddler spent 40 minutes
in the sea off the north Devon coast, becoming increasingly tired and
cold despite wearing a buoyancy aid. He pressed the DSC button on his
VHF radio. The coastguard alerted nearby vessels and sent a helicopter
from Newquay and inshore lifeboat and a search and rescue team. The
helicopter located him and the lifeboat recovered and landed him.
Having and using suitable equipment saved him.

Moriston helicopter rescue

A paddler was recovered from the River Moriston on Wednesday
12th October by SAR helicopter and flown to hospital in Inverness
with a suspected broken leg. Inverness Coastguard Rescue Team and the
Loch Ness RNLI lifeboat also stood by although this was not a place for
a lifeboat.

The rights have not been extinguished

In 2016 Mr David Hart QC advised the Angling Trust that rights
of access on rivers which existed in medieval times still exist. His
understanding of the law has not been challenged.
In the case Josie Rowland v The Environment Agency Lightman J stated
that a public right of navigation can only be extinguished by legislation
or exercise of statutory powers or by destruction of the subject matter
of the public right of navigation. The rights which were confirmed by
the River Access Acts have not been extinguished in any of these ways.

Conclusion

In the French language, as used by lawyers, there was, and is, an
equivalence between grande rivières and navigable rivières and between
petite rivières and non-navigable rivières.
The words grande rivières in the River Access Acts must be interpreted
in today’s language as the navigable sections of tidal and non-tidal rivers.
River users know which these are.

Dr Douglas Caffyn

An extended version of this article is available at caffynonrivers.org, including
references and a technical appendix. These have been omitted here to assist
readers with limited knowledge of French and legal terminology.
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see what is in it at the best of times, there would be little chance to
break free of any stopper and the EA are in the habit of leaving fish
passes in a dangerous state (eg Bevere on the Severn navigation, p17),
often claiming boats should not be on the river. This one may be safe
as the river is tidal but it is better not to take chances until we get safe
chutes/fish passes installed everywhere, as they are in other countries
such as France and Germany.
In Rivers of Britain (Adlard Coles Nautical, 2012) I wrote ‘There is a
weir with a fish ladder in the centre. It has a vertical step, is closed in at
the ends and is dangerous with the river in spate. At other times there is
a route across a muddy brick apron on the left to a flight of steps which
avoid the problem.’
A 20 year old, who was said to be a strong swimmer, went in with a
line despite warnings from bystanders that he should not, regardless of
The Haverfordwest fatalities
The tragic accident on the Western Claddau at Haverfordwest at the urge to go to help. They were right. It is all too easy to add to the
the beginning of November left four dead from a larger party of list of casualties. This location has unusual advantages. Being in town,
paddleboarders. At the time of writing, details of the incident have not it should not be too hard to run to a hardware shop or similar to grab
been released and I am not proposing to comment on them but to look enough line to reach right across the river. The first photo was taken
from a footbridge over the river so it would have been possible to take
at the site, particularly the weir, and its implications for canoeists.
Rescue services gathered in Quay Street which lies to the left of the one end over and have somebody on each end to manœuvre the line to
pictures and only comes alongside the river downstream of the point where it was needed without anyone else needing to go in the water.
from which the pictures were taken so it seems reasonable to speculate There is an element of speculation in these suggestions but they could
that the weir was central to the incident, especially as an inflatable perhaps have produced quicker results than having four helicopters
hovering over the site.
dinghy was shown later searching directly below the weir.
Thoughts immediately go back to the Lyme Bay tragedy (May
The reach in the pictures is normally the tidal limit. I took the
first picture at the end of August in normal flows near high water. 93, p9, Jan 95, p9, Feb 95, p11), which led directly to setting up the
The second picture, shown on the BBC’s website, was taken after the Adventure Activities Licensing Authority which inspects all outdoor
incident, at a lower tide level but with much more flow in the river and activity providers at their own expense. The court case drew much
more towback. The stone upstand sides of the fish pass are barely visible media interest but we believe it was the active presence of Canoeist, the
in the second picture. When I have run the river I have portaged here only member of the canoeing media attending the case, that managed to
on river left, even though the apron tends to be muddy and there is a resist the call for all canoeing groups with under 18s under instruction
chain across although there are steps. In the second picture the landing to need to be accompanied on the water by rescue boats at all times.
The Marine Accident Investigation Branch are carrying out an
area is underwater. It may be possible to shoot the fish pass, the location
barely visible from upstream in the second picture, but it is difficult to investigation into the accident.
The MCA gave the location as Invermoriston although the whole
river might have been described as such because of the absence of any
other villages to name. The river is mostly up to grade 2 but with 500m
of grade 4 at the top and another 500m of grade 4-5 at the bottom.
The incident appeared to be just beyond the A82 bridge over the latter.
The party were in short kayaks, apparently making use of the midweek
release. The steep valley, tall trees and heavy water over large rocks made
it difficult for the helicopter pilot to lower a winchman and stretcher,
not helped by the rescue being at about 6.30pm, just after sunset. The
group had found some calmer water at the side of the river, which
assisted. The helicopter hovered on location above the gorge for at least
13 minutes.

Club news

Cleaning the Derwent

Over the Bank Holiday weekend a member of Midland
Canoe Club, based in Darley Abbey, organized a ‘60 minute
challenge’ with her fellow paddlers to clean up the River
Derwent. The event was a celebration of her 60th birthday.
Paddlers from MCC took to the water and cleared large
sections of the river from the toll bridge in Darley Abbey,
just above the weir, up to the A38 flyover near Ford Lane.
She also joined the Facebook groups Spotted Darley
Abbey and Darley & Nutwood Nature Reserve and
asked for local volunteers to support the clean up. Several
members of the local community and the nearby Earl of
Harrington’s Angling Club duly obliged and, in a true
show of community spirit, walked the banks, collecting
litter, whilst MCC members, working from canoes and
kayaks, cleared rubbish in and around the river’s edge.
Along the way the walkers and paddlers picked up pieces
of plastic and paper that were caught in trees and branches,
traffic cones that had somehow found their way into the
river (no doubt from the severe flooding) and several tyres
as well as a plastic pallet and assorted other items. The
items, now bagged up, are currently awaiting collection by
the city council, who are always helpful when these events
take place.
This stretch of the Derwent is home to a wide variety
of wildlife and along the route you will almost always
find geese, swans, ducks, kingfishers, buzzards, herons, sand
martins and mink. If you are very lucky you may even see
the illusive otters! In addition, there is the usual array of
farm animals including lambs that frolic in the spring and
piebald pigs that love to laze around in the summer sun.
One find that took everyone by surprise, though, was the
discovery of brook lamprey. They were uncovered in some
tyres by the youngsters from MCC’s Paddle Power group.
On close inspection these river predators could give you
nightmares but they are harmless to humans.
This event was not the first time that MCC has
organized or taken part in a river clean up but the support
of the local community from Darley Abbey will certainly
be welcomed again in any future events. Our local river is
thriving and we need to look after it in any way we can if
it is to keep on thriving, even if that’s just taking away one
piece of rubbish each.

John E Chamberlin photographs

John E Chamberlin

The fishing net went to the Earl
of Harrington’s Angling Club for
use by their youngsters.

Above: The weir in normal
conditions in August.
Left: The weir following the
accident.
Collected rubbish from the river ready to go.
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Rudders
A rethink

After writing this, I mulled over why, back in 1977 when I first
started serious sea kayaking, I was so prejudiced against rudders,
especially since the very first kayak I ever paddled as a nine year old
school kid was a glassfibre K1 with an underslung rudder.
A small team of teenage paddlers with the Indooroopilly Canoe
Club was training for the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games and they
encouraged us kids to try a change from our very stable Canadian
canoes to the exceedingly tippy K1s. Entertainment value was high
with frequent capsizes till we got the hang of staying upright, paddling
and steering all at the same time. Then, within a few months, we were
surfing the wake from the Lone Pine ferry and effortlessly using the
T-bar rudder control for staying on course.
I think two factors came into play in late 1977. The glassfibre sea
kayaks first built in New Zealand were not kitted with rudders and the
only sea kayak manual then available carried a rather strong anti rudder
bias.
Rudders on British kayaks had been standard kit since the late
1800s after John MacGregor had his Rob Roy kayak built. Rudders on
touring European fabric and wooden kayaks up to the 1970s were stern
mounted, with drop down blades, that is, gravity only (the weight of
the blade) holding them in place. There was no mechanism to retract a
rudder blade onto the kayak deck.
In the late 70s British author Derek Hutchinson was regarded as
a guru for sea kayaking, perhaps as his 1976 manual was the only
dedicated sea kayaking book in print. Derek was not a fan of rudders;
they got in the way of deep water rescues. Seal landings and seal
launching were made very difficult; towing was almost impossible
and he reckoned they broke or bent at bad times. This led to a strong
‘thou shall not paddle with a rudder’ influence not only in Britain but
also in the Antipodes and North America. Derek claimed his designs
were based on Eskimo kayaks and did not require rudders, which was,
perhaps, true on flat, tranquil waters but for those of us who paddled his
boats in windy conditions, it was absolute ribbish.
During our very first sea kayak expedition around Fiordland during
the summer of 1977/78, Max Reynolds and I were paddling Nordkapp
kayaks, a British design based on the shape of a West Greenland seal
hunting kayak. The mould, imported into New Zealand by Grahame
Sisson in 1977, was an HS model, which had a generous amount of
rocker, that is, the profile of the hull from bow to stern. This was fine
for turning on calm water but caused a few issues in following or
quartering seas, when the stern wanted to turn upwind. Particularly
when surfing in front of following seas, it was difficult to maintain
long surfing rides without the stern wanting to turn upwind; desperate
rudder strokes were never enough to keep the bow at 90˚ to a breaking
wave.
With that in mind, and fully aware of Fiordland’s windy reputation
with the highest number of gale days in New Zealand, we leaned on

Grahame Sisson to design a stern mounted retractable skeg that would
mitigate that trait of broaching off course in following seas. To avoid
cutting off the stern horn of the Nordkapp, Grahame designed a shoe or
triangular shaped glassfibre sleeve that slid over the kayak stern. The skeg
blade, barely the size of a cigarette packet, was rotated into a vertical
position once in deep water by the other paddler. When retracted, it
lay above the keel line and thus damage to the blade was avoided when
landing on gravel beaches.
If there was ever a place to road test a skeg setup it was Fiordland.
On the afternoon attempt to reach Dagg Sound from the beach at Coal
River we only managed to raft up the kayaks once, to pump out water
from breaking seas sneaking through our spraydecks into the cockpits.
Our kayaks were running virtually out of control in front of 25+ knot
winds and breaking following seas. The deployed retractable skeg blades
were of little use as they were out of the water much of the time. Much
longer skeg blades would have helped.

1980 around Britain
For the paddle around England, Scotland and Wales with Nigel Denis,
Frank Goodman, who had developed the lines of the Nordkapp from a
West Greenland hard chined seal hunting kayak, loaned me an HM or
hull modified model. To counter the HS model’s tendency to run off
course in following or quartering seas Frank had extended the keel line
to almost under the kayak’s stern horn, thus significantly reducing the
boat’s rocker. It was thus slower to turn on flat water but tracked better
than the HS model in following or quartering seas.
This HM stern configuration aided the kayak tracking in light to
moderate winds and light swell, even with a wind up your chuff or
quartering from the stern, but on a medium to heavy swell or a decent
chop when the stern was out of the sea over half the time it was useless.
Despite my negative diary note, the HM stern seemed to help with
boosting our average mileage achieved on paddling days to 33 miles
per day. The all up daily average for 85 days, including the rest and
weatherbound days (17) was 26 mpd.

The HM Nordkapp stern, showing the keel line extended to almost
under the stern horn, Dover Harbour, 1st July 1980.
Almost ready to launch
into a huge surf off Glinks
Gully on the North Island
west coast, 20th January
1979. The loop of shock
cord is visible in front of
Lesley’s hand and the
line to pull the shark fin
shaped skeg into position
from the cockpit (when
clear of the surf) is trailing
in the water by the hull.
For the rest of the South Island paddle I tried out a bigger skeg blade,
more of a shark fin shape, that I could pull into place once clear of a
beach. The top of the triangular sleeve had a small glassfibre loop, from
which I had a cord to pull it into place when seated in the cockpit, and
a short length of bungee cord to the stern horn of the kayak; this was
for when I needed to release the skeg (knock it out of position with the
paddle) for a surf landing.
This solo paddler retractable skeg did help with steadying the
Nordkapp’s track in following or quartering seas but it was quite
frustrating at times, particularly when the skeg was in place and I was
trying to turn the kayak.

1982 around Australia
The mould Grahame Sisson used was for the HS model, so, when
building two Kevlar Nordkapps for the Aussie trip and since I was
convinced that the HM stern was superior to my old retractable skeg
setup, Graham added a thin strip of laminated glassfibre under the stern
horn to emulate the HM stern model. Straight line tracking was great
but turning, unless on top of a wave crest, was rather tedious and slow.

Escaping from these breaking seas into the lee of Gabo Island, the sea
flattened off but the wind maintained its strength. No matter how much
we either forward or back paddled, we were unable to turn the kayaks
up wind. We had no option but to run north in front of the wind for
the next sheltered lee landing.
The loss of rocker with that extended keel HM stern was not
only a serious hindrance in this situation, it would be far worse if I
was paddling solo so I hacksawed off that added strip of glassfibre in
Sydney and went back to using the retractable skeg system I had used
for the NZ circumnavigations but just after crossing the border into
Queensland, I forgot to release the shark fin skeg from under the stern
and snapped the blade off when surfing to shore at Currumbin. Ever
since leaving Sydney I had been mulling over the idea of adopting
what I had seen in December 1981, during a visit to Hobart, when I
was shown glassfibre overstern rudders that the Tasmanian paddlers had
designed and built. Their deep draft fibreglass rudders could retract 270˚
from when in use to lying horizontally on the stern deck for landing
and launching.
The following is from chapter 4 of The Dreamtime Voyage:
Since the skeg was broken I telephoned Tony Turbett to ask his advice
about rudder design and construction. Tony said he would help and
asked Lesley and I out to Shorncliff to utilize the facilities of his father’s
backyard workshop.
Stacked alongside and underneath the house was a great collection of
home-built sea kayaks, all with stern-mounted, deep draft rudders. Tony
was a firm advocate of using rudders on sea kayaks. He’d undertaken
many long committing trips, both alone and with his father Tub, on the
north coast of Queensland. A near disaster during one of his solo trips,
along a 32 mile long surf beach between Noosa Heads and Double
Island Point, fair put the wind up me. Tony had landed for the night,
but overnight the surf lifted. No matter how hard he tried, he could not
affect a breakout through the surf. He tried for several days but ended
up with heavy dumpers smashing his boat during a final attempt.
Tony’s rudder blades, constructed of wood, could only be retracted
clear of keel line. For landing and launching on surf beaches, I needed
a rudder that would fully retract onto the aft deck. The Tasmanian
kayakers used such a system but I was not fussed with their fibreglass
blades and rudder assemblies. I figured aluminium would provide not
only a sturdy assembly but also a blade that would tolerate bending
without breaking. One problem was that I did not want to remove
the stern horn of the Nordkapp. I was still uncertain how efficient a
rudder would be and hence required a system which could be removed
if I didn’t like it. Tony had a brilliant knack for improvisation and the
solution was rather simple.
We moulded a fibreglass ‘shoe’ or sleeve, 12 inches long, which would
slip over the stern. The decklines would hold it firmly in place. Below
the horn, the shoe dropped vertically for eight inches with sufficient
thickness of fibreglass to hold a stainless steel hinge, to which we would
attach the rudder assembly.
Using scrap pieces of aluminium sheet, we fabricated two sheaves for
a rudder assembly and a long slim blade which would project 12 inches
below the keel line. The key to retracting the rudder onto the deck
was a wheel, grooved to take a cord, which I hacksawed and ground

A quick moving 30 knot southerly front created gnarly breaking
seas inside Gabo Island, SE Victoria. The added strip of glassfibre is
visible at the stern of my yellow Nordkapp.

Right: the skeg showing
the blade rotated down to
the vertical position.
Below: the triangular
section retractable skeg
used for our Fiordland
expedition, in the calm
waters of Dusky Sound.

The skeg in position when paddling; the shock cord stretched tight
to the stern horn of the kayak.
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About to launch from La Perouse, Sydney, after reverting to the NZ
retractable skeg system.

Left: construction of the
aluminium overstern rudder
assembly at Tony Turbett’s
workshop in Brisbane. The rudder
is attached to a stainless steel
hinge glassed into a glassfibre
‘shoe’ or sleeve that allowed the
stern horn of the Nordkapp to
remain intact but I could remove
the whole lot if I didn’t like the rudder!
Right: the two inverted triangle tabs on top of the shoe had a
hole drilled through where the deck lines were threaded through,
holding the shoe/rudder in place when tensioned.
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into shape from a sheet of plastic. This was attached to the blade with
glue and recessed screws, one of which locked a long length of cord in
position. By running the cord along the deck to the cockpit, I could
then pull down or retract the rudder. For steering, I made two foot
pedals, similar to the system used on a surf ski, which I mounted on a
‘T’ shaped bracket. On the cockpit floor, I fibreglassed two short bolts
into position, so I could adjust the position of the bracket for optimum
leg comfort.
The final product looked quite professional. Stainless steel steering
cables and short rabbit’s ears on deck to hold the blade in position when
retracted.
After the first afternoon north from Wellington Point, when I seemed
to spend all the time surfing in front of following seas, that new rudder
never was removed from the Aussie boat. I could not believe how it
made my paddling and surfing so much more efficient!

Japan 1985
Thus, when it came time to build a really lightweight kayak for the
Japan trip, many of the lessons learned from the Aussie trip came into
play.
To maximize dry stowage and minimize the amount of water
entering the cockpit during an out of boat disaster, Grahame Sisson
turned the former slung seat into a bulkhead seat, thus creating a third
dry storage compartment accessible from the cockpit.
Adamant that I now was not concerned with the aesthetics of the
Nordkapp stern and that I wanted a rudder as an integral part of the
kayak, we cut the stern horn of the Nordkapp off and bogged one half
of a stainless steel hinge into the slightly truncated hull.
Was it worth it? You betcha it was! The statistics speak for themselves:
118 days around the four main islands of Japan – 34.1 mpd (54.6 km/d).
Then, for Hokkaido, a distance of 1,191 miles (1,906km) my all up
average was 41 mpd (65.8 km/d)

Fixed skegs
The one with a slider bar by the cockpit raising or lowering a
small hinged blade from under a slot under the stern. I did give a
skeg equipped kayak a serious try during two multiday trips in the
archipelagos on the west and east coasts of Sweden. The vind blew like
heck, day in, day out, and, although there was never a serious ground
swell, the whitecapping chop was relentless and, whether or not it was
my inexperience with the skeg, I remember it as days of frustrating
torture and swearing a lot.
Another crystal clear memory of a NZ West Coast issue with skegs
was doing hull repairs to the boat Freya Hoffmeister used around the
South Island. With too many launchings and stones jamming the skeg
blade in its slot, she had strung a light cord from the skeg to the cockpit
to mitigate this issue.

The system Freya used to ensure her skeg would deploy after
launching on a West Coast gravel beach.
The rudder in its retracted position for launching and landing.
The blade in its retracted position on deck.

To conclude
When I read the list below of situations where, for me, a rudder has
been vital, I realize that they do not apply to the majority of paddlers,
pretty much only the really serious and committed expedition paddler:
- manœuvring in congested sea ice or iceberg choked seas
- ferry gliding across channels with fast tidal streams
- coping with boils and eddies in overfalls
- steering when the wind is too strong for paddling
- fast manœuvring in congested shipping lanes
- hugging a reef fringed coast when paddling into a strong tidal stream
flow
- surfing in front of following seas
- paddling when the wind is blowing from any direction
If you want to paddle more efficiently and impart your energy only
into forward paddling strokes and not use corrective strokes on one side
to stay on course then go for a kayak with a decent rudder.
Irrespective of conditions, if you are a scrawny stripling (a bit like
myself back in the 80s) or a slim lass with a low weight to power ratio, a
decent rudder can be your secret weapon in keeping up paddling with
the alpha males who wear coloured tights, do resistance gym training to
impress the girls (or boys) and have massive weight to power ratios.
For me, it was a long haul and about a squillion paddle strokes
that took me from that initial staunch British ‘thou shalt not use a
rudder’ mentality of the late 70s to now deploying my rudder every
time I launch, be it the tranquil waters of Lake Brunner or blustery
photographing cold conditions on the Antarctic Peninsula.
What tickles my fancy most is, despite the fact it was the British
Government that used Tasmania as a dumping ground for their
excess bread stealing prisoner population in the late 1800s, it was
two Tasmanian blokes in the 1970s who first developed the first fully
retractable overstern rudder. That stroke of genius had given me so
much pleasure with my paddling over the past 44 years.

Paul Caffyn

Alaska and Beyond
For the paddle around Alaska and subsequent trips, including
four summers on the east and west coasts of Grønland, around New
Caledonia, Malaya to Thailand and down the Antarctic Peninsula, I have
deployed the rudder every time after launching. On the south side of
the Alaska Peninsula, the deep draft rudder saved my bacon twice in
onshore gale force winds. It was an absolute boon with the intricate
Arctic ice navigation and allowed me to drift really close to photograph
two big coastal brown bears.
Paul Caffyn photographs

It saved my life on several occasions, the most crucial being the
overnighter along the Baxter Cliffs when I was caught by a savage cold
front. When I limped in to a beach at the end of that 106 mile drama,
my knees and heels were rubbed bare of skin down to the exposed
blood vessels, such was the battle to steer clear of being smashed into
the vertical cliffs.
The round Aussie statistics speak for themselves in showing the
benefit gained from the addition of a rudder:
Melbourne to Sydney: HM stern
– 30.6 mpd
Sydney to Brisbane: Skeg
– 34.3 mpd
Brisbane to Cape York: Rudder
– 39.2 mpd
Not quite an additional 10 miles per day but near enough!
The design, structure and mounting determine the difference
between inefficient and efficient rudders. My rudder blades project 12”
below the keel line. I have never broken a rudder; bent the blade once
off north Queensland in a big surf but straightened it out over my knee
onshore and it was good for another 6,000 miles.

Do you need a boat with a rudder?
Depends a bit. If you are going to paddle tranquil waters with
precious little wind and no need for rapid manœuvring then perhaps
not.
Contrary to the notion of a rudder being:
‘not for steering but to trim. Sea kayaks are steered with the paddle, like all
kayaks and canoes,’
I use my rudder for steering. My paddle is solely used for forward

propulsion. Without an effective rudder, the paddle is necessary for
corrective steering strokes, either sweep or paddling on one side, and
forward propulsion suffers. The normal paddling cycle is upset with
power into the water efficiency.

The North Island kayak odyssey, 9th March 1979, surfing in to Porongahau Beach; the retractable skeg is released.

The holey rudder used
for weight reduction on
Hiya Kaze, so holey, in
fact, it looked like it had
been blessed by the Pope
himself.

24

CANOEIST November 2021

Memories to share?
Do any of your trips deserve a larger readership? We are pleased to hear from
those who wish to share memories of their trips with others.
mail@canoeist.co.uk
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Grey Dog sabotage
Ardinamir Bay from the farm track from Toberonochy.
The two sleep-deprived and weary teenage fugitives, in hostile enemy
territory, tried to make contact with the householder at Fuaim An
S’ruth, the safe house, by initiating a dialogue. The conversation did not
go well because the code phrases had been forgotten by the teenagers
and soon they were being shouted at in German and then a pistol was
produced...
Toberonochy south harbour arm. The MV Grey Dog would be
moored on the mooring occupied by the blue launch.

MV Grey Dog. This is used to transport cattle and feed to and
from the islands and doubles as the Luing relief ferry. On some
courses Grey Dog would tranport an entire course, all people, plus
ten days food and equipment including kayaks. To load kayaks we
would sometimes paddle out towing two or three and paddle over
the dropped front ramp. The ramp could then be lifted and the
paddler step out dry shod.
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Outdoor adventure courses vary but those in which I was involved
for fifteen years were organized by the late Richard Shuff who had been
John Ridgeway’s Chief Instructor at Ardmore, NW Scotland, for five
years. Naturally, the West Coast Adventure end-of-course expedition
was often a test of skills and lessons learnt and of resolve and leadership.
The favourite expeditions took the form of a simulated military-style
expedition, usually an act of sabotage in ‘enemy’ country. Conveniently,
there are always a choice of moored boats on the next island, Luing,
that present themselves as targets. Military-style themes provide good
management exercises since, obviously, there are no prizes for second
place. On this occasion the farmer’s cattle barge, Grey Dog, was a handy
objective for destruction. The farmer maintains Grey Dog, a small
landing craft vessel for taking cattle, tractors and trailers out to Scarba
and other places. The vessel also doubles as the relief island ferry. This
particular expedition had started on Scarba, our base of operations.
Scarba lies to the north of Jura on the west coast of Scotland.
This expedition was tasked with planting ‘explosive charges’ in a

critical position on the Grey Dog. Now, it so happened that, earlier in
the course, Gus had capsized by accident during kayak training and,
on the way over to the south end of Luing, to a hideout in the deep
bracken, Zac had also capsized. Both were subsequently reluctant to
paddle overnight to place the explosives and then to continue paddling
north on the east side of Luing, in the dark, to a camp then a safe
house. The group’s modified plan then adopted, was for Gus and Zac to
reconnoitre the target and RV discretely with the assault group south of
Toberonochy after dark. Gus and Zac were then to return and create a
diversion to cover the covert assault on the Grey Dog at precisely 23:45
and afterwards make their way overland to a northern RV with the rest
of the group four kilometres north, to make camp before contacting
occupants of a safe house the next day, who could provide passage by
yacht back to Scarba.
Just as we crept around the corner of the south harbour arm in the
kayaks a commotion started on the shore as Gus and Zac noisily started
to manœuvre a small dinghy. This was soon followed by shouts and
shadowy running figures. The diversion was right on time. The assault
went to plan with three kayaks creeping quietly in alongside Grey Dog
in the still gloom. The fourth lay off, out of sight, under Toberonochy
harbour arm with Gus and Zac’s kayaks that we would tow to the
northern RV. The simultaneous commotion on the shore was precisely
timed and drew off the ‘defenders’ who had been tasked to provide
harbour security. The ‘explosives’ were placed and we were soon on our
way quietly up the east coast of Luing to Ardinamir.
At the outset, when the plan was devised, I had given Gus and Zac
careful instructions about finding the 01:30 RV at the north side of

Ardinamir Bay at Clachan Torsa, a narrow gap between Luing and the
island of Torsa on Luing’s NE side. This was where we now paddled
in the dark along the east side of Luing. Ardinamir is one of the two
best yacht anchorages on the Scottish west coast. That night there were
about half a dozen moored yachts with sleeping occupants so we crept
carefully by, taking care not to splash with the paddles. The RV was
quiet and very dark when we arrived exactly on time at 01:30. There
was no sign of Gus and Zac so one of our party, Mike, stayed by his
and Gus’ and Zac’s kayaks while the other two followed me around the

Fraoch Eilean adjacent to Torsa with Degnish (part of the
mainland) in the distance.

Clachan Torsa with Luing to the right and Torsa to the left.

Ardinamir Bay. The road end is just beyond the onshore boats and Clachan Torsa about 150 m further along the shore.
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Another typical West Coast Adventure kayak camp.

The night-time RV, lair of the giant ‘snake’ at Clachan Torsa.

Luing ferry shed today, now with padded benches!
Peter Lamont’s photographs are recent or of similar groups on
West Coast Adventure courses.
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Now as Lucan was reached the boys finished the firkin
With me at the tiller half dead with the Drought,
And soon the whole crew under hatches were shirkin’
while the lightning played tricks ‘round the Spire of Maynooth
She shuddered and sank on a shoal off the bank,
the mate with a hatchet was running amok, shoutin’
‘Curse that lee shore, I’ve been here before,
but we’ll cut through the jungle and make for Kilcock!
Patrick Leo Maguire

Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.

A typical kayak camp with the Sound of Luing in the background.

Torsa shore for a few hundred metres to an islet, Fraoch Eilean, to set up
a tarp for what was left of the night. That done, I returned to the RV to
collect our lookout. Paddling around the corner to the RV I was met by
a flashing torch jerking about and Mike in his kayak paddling in a panic
towards me. ‘Pete, Pete!’ he gasped in a loud whisper ‘A snake, a snake.
I’ve seen a snake!’ Apparently, while waiting quietly on his own, he had
heard a hiss, then again, another hiss from the seaweed. Shining his torch
at the sound, two red eyes looked back before the creature submerged.
Something with eyes about 8 to 10cm apart clearly indicated a water
snake of at least twenty feet. To this day, I wonder why Mike did not run
up the hill instead of launching his kayak and paddling after us. It was,
of course, a curious otter that had slipped quietly into the water from
Torsa as the three of us went the first time around the corner to Fraoch
Eilean.
There was still no sign of Gus and Zac and I was a little concerned.
I returned to Ardinamir and, landing, walked back along the farm track
leading to Toberonochy for a mile or so. Fortunately, it was a mild,
dry night. There was no risk of hypothermia and it was unlikely both
teenagers would become incapacitated so I gave up my search as a
hopeless task and returned to Fraoch Eilean by 04:30. Gus’ and Zac’s
kayaks were ashore at the RV so they should find them and their kit and
sleeping bags by first light.
Later, around 08:30 we packed up camp and made our way over to
Luing, as the safe house location had been pointed out on the map
during the initial expedition briefing two days earlier. There, hunkered
down on the shore near the safe house, were Gus and Zac, presenting
as two miserable, dejected and disconsolate figures. As soon as we were
within earshot their voices rose in a tirade of incredulous complaints.
‘The f******g geezer up there is f******g mad, so he is. He was going
to shoot us; he was going to shoot us, so he wuz!’
We made our way to the safe house and were met by Hilary. This
time the expedition leader remembered the code phrases to exchange in
a startup conversation and, our bona fides confirmed, we were soon in
the kitchen supping cups of tea alongside Gus and Zac, who remained
confused and wary of our host, the late Hilary King CBE. In a short
while we were conveyed in style aboard Hilary and Margaret’s 35 foot
Westerly yacht to Scarba and a final end of course debriefing and meal.
It transpired that Gus and Zac had made their way successfully to
Ardinamir but had forgotten about the time element in the RV. Arriving
at the end of the farm track by the water’s edge they proceeded to
holler and shout for us across the still water and the (previously)
sleeping yotties but it was too early and we were still some distance
away. Receiving no answer, Gus and Zac had then made their way into
the wood above the shore and settled down under a tree to try to get
some sleep. They had forgotten the briefing instruction to continue
along the shore for 200 metres beyond the track end, to reach the
RV at the Torsa/Luing narrows. Meanwhile, our transit through the
bay a little later was ultra quiet so we passed by, undetected, below
our fitfully dozing comrades. At first light Gus and Zac then started
walking but struck off inland instead of following the coast where they
would have found their kayaks and kit within five minutes. Instead,
they reached the main, single track road that leads to the ferry terminal
at the north of Luing and followed the road to the ferry slip where
there is a shed for waiting passengers. In those days, unlike today, there
were no comfortable cushions but just the slatted, hard, wooden bench
seating. The shed apparently served for an uncomfortable hour or two
of further dozing after which they started walking back the way they
had come. It was then they recognised a house name, Fuaim An S’ruth,
as the safe house and followed the track. This, however, led through
a caravan site, whose proprietor, at 07:40, naturally wondered who
these two unknown, scruffy teenagers were and was suspicious that
they were up to no good. A bit disconcerted, they managed to claim,
unconvincingly, that they were friends of the farmer and just out for
a walk. That got them through to Fuaim An S’ruth where they were
confronted by Hilary King. Hilary was retired but had been in the
British army Royal Signals in WW2 and, among other adventures, had
been parachuted into Yugoslavia with Fitzroy McClean and eight others
to liaise with Tito and the partisans. After the war Hilary had a career
in the diplomatic service, ending up as British Consul in Hamburg.
He was a tall, distinguished looking figure with wavy grey hair, every
inch the epitome of the typical English diplomat. The role of safe house
agent was something he embraced with relish!
Gus and Zac tried to remember the code phrases but failed
completely, whereupon Hilary produced a real Luger pistol and started
shouting in German, scaring the teenagers, who got offside rapidly,
ending on the shore where, badly shaken, we met them shortly after.

Royal Canal

Co Dublin End
From rural
countryside
to modern
docklands

The towpath acts as the new Royal Canal Greenway, already much used by cyclists and walkers.

A

t Kilmore Bridge (Nov 19, p38) the parking
area by the bridge has now been closed off
with bollards but it is possible to unload by
a field gate opposite as long as a vehicle is not left
blocking the gate.
The towpath can be busy with walkers and cyclists
but light use of the canal by boats results in the water’s
being clear until Clonsilla. Ash trees and sedges line the
canal, which is also used by herons, mallards, moorhens,
kingfishers and hawker dragonflies.
At the Blackwater aqueduct the canal returns from
Co Kildare to Co Meath but the border is to follow
the canal fairly closely for some distance, crossing
to and fro. Powerlines cross before the hamlet of
Martinstown where the canal, railway, river and M4
converge into a 200m corridor where another railway
formerly converged from Edenderry at what is now a
motorway service area. Alders screen out some of the
noise and there is a line of cypress trees next to the
canal for a while. Newcastle is mostly a farm to the
north of the canal with a small castle site at the end
nearest the canal.
While the canal passes round the north side of
Innfield, the R148 crosses to give the town a southern
bypass with the R402 linking to junction 9 of the M4
which then moves away but remains within a couple
of kilometres until its end at Leixlip. Innfield has a
harbour, slip and amenity area.
A motte before Cloncurry Bridge comes at the start
of Cappa Bog, which caused problems when the canal
was being constructed.

The Sligo - Dublin railway follows the canal closely.

Peter Lamont
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A wooded reach near Innfield.
The canal remains rural with purple loosestrife and
reedmace along the banks. Swallows hunt over the
canal with its water lilies. There are occasional light
aircraft and airliners become more apparent as they
take off from the airport to the north of Dublin.
Before powerlines cross at Ferrans there is a double
lock, a staircase of two, as is often the case on the
approach to Dublin.
The R148 crosses Allen Bridge at the start of
Kilcock. Another staircase lock pair come before the
busy R125 crossing, which also has to be portaged
to reach Kilcock Harbour. Amenities here include
Thomas O’Keeffe’s pub and the New Dragon Boat
restaurant. Canoe polo nets hang along the side

of the harbour, this having a polo canoe club and
having hosted internationals including European
championships.
Heading out of town, the adjacent R148 has road
signs warning of otters crossing. Blue damselflies are
also residents.
Chamber’s Bridge has a lock and, beyond more
powerlines, Jackson’s Bridge has another. While
heading west is not so difficult as there are platforms
below the locks, going east can be difficult, especially
for small cockpit kayaks, as the stone surfacing at locks
is often at shoulder level or the banks are steep and
there is only grass to hold, sometimes threaded with
brambles or stinging nettles. Canoes are not permitted

In the lock at Ferrans.

Kilcock Harbour with canoe polo nets.
to use the locks. On the other hand, there are no
licence charges.
It would have been easier to have gone north of
Maynooth but it is claimed the Duke of Leinster
wanted the town to be served. A wall sprayed with
graffiti is an indication of civilization being
approached. Behind it is Maynooth Castle,
the 1175 remains including a two storey
square keep, the largest of its
kind in Ireland, becoming the
centre for political power

A typical more open section near Innfield.
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five uncles being executed at Tyburn. In disrepair by
the early 17th century, it was renovated by the Earl
of Cork and, with a three storey square gatehouse,
is now the entrance to St Patrick’s College. This was
founded in 1795 by the British to keep Catholics from
hearing revolutionary ideas in Britain and was helped
by the 1845 Maynooth Grant, a papal endowment.
Now a seminary and lay university in late Georgian
and Gothic revival styles, it includes an ecclesiastical
museum.
Maynooth Harbour, with its park, swings, swans
and wagtails, is between the R408 and R406 bridges.
A canoe race with portages in 1974 to the Rye Water
Aqueduct helped to promote restoration of the canal.
Carton Wharf served Carton House Park with its
Georgian mansion, the family seat of the Duke of
Leinster, also with a cottage in the grounds faced with
seashells. Perhaps he had an ulterior motive for not
wanting the canal any further north.
Beyond an out of town retail park to the east of
Maynooth the canal enters a reach which is visually
attractive with a variety of trees from sycamores to
Scots pines. However, these are not enough to block
the noise from the R148, which is significant here.
Both noise and trees reduce after Deey Bridge where
lock 13 is said to be haunted.
The R449 and powerlines cross at Collinstown, as
does the R148 over Louisa Bridge as Easton merges

Road sign on the R148 at
Kilcock.

and culture. It was the 15th
century stronghold of the Great
Earl of Kildare, Garret Mór Fitzgerald. It fell in the
1530s with Lord Offaly, the 10th Earl of Kildare, and
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The basin at Maynooth.

The pound running away from Maynooth.
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Heading towards Leixlip.

The aqueduct over Rye Water.
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The tunnel of trees through the rock cutting.

The colourful cottage by the Ryewater Aqueduct.
into Leixlip. The canal turns away to cross Rye Water
on a massive embankment, the river passing through
a 70m long tunnel, 9.1m wide with a semicircular
arched roof. At the end of the aqueduct an old cottage
has been painted brightly with images from traditional
rural life. Algae begins to gather but Waterways Ireland
have weed clearing vessels at work on the canal.
The R149 crosses Cope Bridge near a castle, not to
be confused with the one near the southern end of the
road, where Rye Water joins the River Liffey, which
Arthur Guinness leased in 1756 for use as a brewery.
Seven years later, aged 34, he began a new operation
in a disused brewery in Dublin, where he took out
a 9,000 year lease at £45 per year. By the end of the

First World War it was the largest brewery in the world,
producing 300,000,000 pints per year, carrying one of
the world’s best known trade names.
The town ends as Co Kildare becomes Co Dublin at
the Confey slip and amenity area, facilities including a
church with holy wells at St Catherines, perhaps with
the same water as was used by Arthur.
Turning northeast again, a long quiet reach from
Collins Bridge passes a golf course, unnoticed, to
Pakenham Bridge. The recently reopened Dunboyne
railway branch arches over and the water becomes
more turbid. Recent housing is seen at the start of
Clonsilla. Deep Sinking draws attention to the fact that
the next 3km was cut through rock although this is

The restored Dunboyne railway branch crosses as Deep Sinking is reached.
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rarely seen, being mostly an attractive tunnel of trees,
disturbed only by the R121 crossing Callaghan Bridge,
the towpath being up to 9m above the canal.
In 1845 the Dublin to Longford passenger ferry, in
the hands of a young relief helmsman, hit the bank and
the stern sank. The 16 passengers who drowned were
all 2nd class, the 1st class passengers and crew being
saved.
Passing Kirkpatrick Bridge, housing becomes more
obvious as the canal cuts between Carpenterstown and
Blanchardstown, home of the Irish Sports headquarters
for all sports.
Moorings surround Talbot Bridge, where a two lock
staircase leads to the M50 Aqueduct at Castleknock,
Ireland’s first new aqueduct for two centuries. The
canal passes gracefully across junction 6 of Dublin’s
orbital motorway, heard below but unseen, and passes
an array of bridges at the ends of the N3, R102 and
R147.

Gu ide

The noise dies away as the canal begins to follow the
Tolka River, passing a burial ground to reach the next
lock. Duckweed appears thinly but there is a dense
bed of watercress under a footbridge after the lock. A
golf course, Dunsink Observatory and the National
Food Centre stand away to the north while Phoenix
Park is to the south, the largest enclosed urban park
in Europe at 7.1km2. The park has Dublin Zoo, 300
deer, cricket, football, hurling, polo and motor racing
since 1903. In 1882 it was the scene of the Phoenix
Park murders, when Irish radicals stabbed Permanent
Under-Secretary Thomas Burke and, unplanned, Chief
Secretary Lord Cavendish on his first day in Ireland,
effectively delaying home rule by 28 years. A 28m
Papal Cross is where the Pope celebrated mass with
1,300,000 Catholics in 1979.
The area approaching Ashtown has a post industrial
feel, undeserved but currently one large housing estate
construction site. The area includes Ashtown Castle, a
17th century tower house. Locks follow at Longford
Bridge, Reilley’s Bridge and Broome Bridge, passing
the Royal Canal Kayak Club, Phibsborough Canoe
Polo Club and industrial premises protected by barbed

The double lock staircase at Carpenterstown.
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Brendan Behan and company by lock 2.

The Royal Canal Greenway and other colours.

Croke Park stadium reaches over the canal.
over the canal, which is a new section in narrow
channel from which 1916 ammunition was recovered
during restoration.
Lock 1 is wired off before Newcomen Bridge and
cannot be reached. Takeout is needed on the right
halfway between the R803 and R105 bridges. The
R105 is another daunting crossing, alongside a dry
section of canal. A launching platform is positioned
after about 200m, the canal now having sides like
docks and being affected by tides. A pier in the canal
was added to support the world’s longest iron lattice
girders at 44m, replaced in 1862 by Pratt style trusses.
Railway and Dublin Area Rapid Transit lines surround
this area of the canal.
On the west side is the Royal Canal Greenway open
area, actually a riot of colours of wild flowers in the
summer.
The R101 crosses the non operational Spencer

Spencer Dock Bridge, manta ray inspired.
lifting bridge with no plans for restoration or lifting
the 110kV cable at towpath level. After the R101 there
is mown grass on each side, beginning with a large
sculpture head of Luke Kelly, a founding member of
the Dubliners.
Spencer Dock Bridge of 2009 by Amanda Levete
carries trams and is intended to resemble a manta ray.
A pontoon allows take out beyond it before Spencer
Dock of 1875 by the Midland Great Western Railway,
the final lock giving access to the River Liffey, where
it is crossed by the R801 over a pair of 1912 Scherzer
lifting bridges operating on counterweighted toothed
rollers.
Ahead is the 2009 Samuel Beckett Bridge across the
Liffey, designed by Santiago Calatrava in the shape of a

Gu ide

recumbent harp. A cable stayed steel box girder, it has a
48m high pylon and the whole 120m span rotates for
shipping.
This is the Docklands area with many new high
rise buildings. Adjacent to the Spencer Dock is the
Convention Centre Dublin by Kevin Roche, the
prominent feature of which is a 54m high x 39m
diameter sloping glazed cylinder.
Just upstream on the Liffey is moored the replica
tall ship Jeanie Johnston, typical of those used by
emigrants to escape from the Great Hunger. It is the
end of the National Famine Way which is marked
for 165km from Stokestown in Co Roscommon to
the Liffey, mostly along the Royal Canal, by statues
with children’s shoes in bronze. This route was
walked by 1,490 emigrants from this village alone,
two thirds of them children, to get to their ships, not
all of whom survived to reach Canada.
Flows in the Liffey are outgoing from HW Dover
+0030 and ingoing from HW Dover -0530. Finding
anywhere to park a vehicle will be challenging but
multi storey carparks may help.
Dubh Linn means black pool. It was established in
the 9th century by the Vikings. One of Europe’s oldest
capitals, its buildings are mainly Georgian but that is
changing fast.
Dr Cole travelled to Dublin in 1558 with a warrant
for persecution of Irish Protestants, or would have
done if it had not been swapped in Chester for a pack
of cards. Queen Mary died before it could be replaced.
The city has the Book of Kells and is where Handel’s
Messiah was first performed. Yeats was born in Dublin
but had unhappy schooldays here. James Joyce was
born in the city and wrote Dubliners and Ulysses, the
latter appearing in the musical version Blooms of Dublin
by Anthony Burgess. Crime writer Freeman Wills
Crofts was born here. William Congreve, Jonathan
Swift and Oscar Wilde were all born here and went to
Trinity College, Charles Wolfe and poet George Green
were Trinity students and Henry Francis Lyte awarded
a doctorate to Samuel Johnson while here. The city has
been the home of Samual Beckett, U2, the Chieftains,
Boyzone, the Corrs, Westlife, Colin Farrell, Maeve
Binchy, Samantha Mumba and the Duke of Wellington.
Shelley visited, as did Hardy with his wife in 1893,
collaborating and possibly falling in love with Mrs
Henniker.
The Mabinogion featured the city but confused the

Dublin Docklands Development Authority

wire. The R805 crosses. Buddleia occasionally gets
a foothold, a burst of pink water lilies brighten one
reach and red and white chimney’s rise above Dublin
Harbour in the distance. A tall mill building has been
painted in prominent support of Gaza.
The railway crosses the canal over a lifting bridge
and another crosses on a fixed bridge at Cabra. It was
while walking by the canal at Broome Bridge that
the brilliant Sir William Hamilton, who had been
described as the first mathematician of his age while
still 18, the Royal Astronomer of Ireland, who lived
at Dunsink Observatory and was also a professor at
Trinity College, discovered quaternions in 1843.
Glasnevin has the Glasnevin Museum, Prospect
Cemetery and the National Botanic Gardens, a 20ha
site established in 1795 with arboretum, sensory and
rock gardens, burren area, large pond, herbaceous
borders, rare Victorian carpet bedding, weeping
Atlantic cedar and great Palm, Alpine, Cactus and Fern
glasshouses.
Locks 6 to 2 are at about 300m intervals in a straight
line with recreational grass areas at each side, bordered
by the railway and Mountjoy prison, from where a
jailbreak attempt was described in Jack Higgins’ The
Eagle has Landed, which also claims Liam Devlin had
an excellent English literature degree from Trinity
College.
Cabra Kayak Club are based at lock 6. The R108
is overlooked by premises named after Irish legends
Brian Boru and Bernard Shaw. At lock 2 a bench is
partially occupied by a statue of Brendan Behan from
Ringsend, the IRA author of Borstal Boy. Traffic lights
and a firm resolve help to portage across the five lanes
of the R132.
Croke Park, beyond Bloody Sunday Bridge, has
the third largest stadium in Europe, accommodating
over 80,000 spectators, the home of Irish football and
hurling. The accompanying Gaelic Athletic Association
Museum features these two plus handball, rounders and
camogie. The stadium can be approached on walkways
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Luke Kelly and the Spencer lifting bridge.
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The Scherzer lifting bridges by the end of the canal.
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Dublin City

Hudson Bay Bound

The Samuel Beckett Bridge and Convention Centre Dublin at the end of the canal.
geography of the crossing. Frederick Marryat’s The
King’s Own had three days of uproar after Rainscourt
eloped with Clara and there were visits by the Janet
Combe in Daphne du Maurier’s The Loving Spirit. In
Pendennis, Pall Mall Gazette editor Captain Shandon
had been born in Dublin and Jack Cortigan had
claimed to be a Dublin fencing master. Lady Barbara
could talk of frivolities of the Vice-Regal court at
Dublin in CS Forster’s The Happy Return. It has long
been a place where much happens.
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Shoe statues recalling the Great Hunger.

Visit Dublin

Distance
From Kilmore to the River Liffey is 50km
Transport
There are stations at Enfield, Kilcock,
Maynooth, Louisa Bridge, Confey, Clonsilla,
Coolmine, Castleknock, Navan Road, Ashtown,
Broombridge, Drumcondra, Connolly,
Docklands and Spencer Dock
Youth Hostel
There is a youth hostel 800m away in Dublin.
OSI 1:50,000 Sheets
49 Kildare, Meath, Offaly, Westmeath
50 Dublin, Meath, Kildare, Wicklow
Admiralty Charts
1415 Dublin Bay (1:25,000)
1468 Arklow to the Skerries Islands (1:100,000)
Tidal Constants
Dublin (North Wall): Dover +0040
Sea Area
Irish Sea
Lifeboat
Inshore Lifeboat: Dun Laoghaire

The Jeanie Johnston on the River Liffey by the end of the canal.
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Natalie Warren
University of Minnesota Press, Suite 290
111, Third Ave S, Minneapolis MN55401,
USA
978 1 5179 0784 6
210 x 140mm
226 pages, hardback
2021
Back in June 1930 two young North
American high school graduates set off in a
secondhand 18 foot wood and canvas canoe
to paddle from Minneapolis northwards to
Hudson Bay in the Canadian Arctic. Eric
Sevareid’s book on the trip was first published in 1935, with a 75th
anniversary edition printed in 2004. With minimal prior paddling
experience, it was quite an adventure for the two young blokes through
Minnesota farmland to the windswept granite islands of Lake Winnipeg
and a mix of portages and downstream Arctic river paddling to Hudson
Bay.
The first edition dustjacket noted ‘Here is a fine out-door story
which is exciting reading for all boys over ten, - for girls too, and
grown-ups who will want to pack a gunny sack and push off.’
Then, 76 years later, two young college graduates, Natalie Warren
and Ann Raiho, decide to tackle that same paddling journey. Author
Natalie, although raised in Florida, had a passion for rivers early in life
and leaned on her mum to fly north one summer to attend an outdoor
summer camp in Minnesota. There she was introduced to the magic of
canoe camping which led to a love of wilderness paddling. Ann Raiho
began paddling at this summer camp at the age of 12 and, five years
later, she and Natalie had formed a strong paddling team relationship.
Like Eric and Walter 76 year earlier, Natalie and Ann tried seeking
sponsorship for a canoe and kit and, despite one really negative sexist
response, they were given a 17 foot Kevlar Prospector canoe. Their
planning and research was thorough, including seeking advice from
Scott Miller, who had paddled the route back in 2005.
The young women started paddling upstream on 2nd June 2011,
heading slowly for the Canadian border, battling flood swollen rivers
and portaging around dams that were not there back in 1930. The
narrative of their remarkable 85 day paddle and portage is an engrossing
read.
Apart from the fact that they were the first women to achieve the
paddle, Natalie makes the comparisons between their trip and that
of Eric and Walter all those years ago, how much farming and dam
building have changed the character of the river they paddle, how farm
runoff has mucked up their chances of directly drinking the river water
until they reach the uncontaminated rivers of the high Canadian Arctic
and how so-called civilization has affected those living and surviving on
the shores of the lakes and river banks.
As young women, the reaction from river and lake dwellers they meet
ranges from sexist control from old white boaties to positive support
from the First Nation folk. With the pretrip hype of polar bear attack in
the lower reaches of the Hayes River and Hudson Bay, the girls adopt
a village stray, polar bear bait, who goes on to become an integral team
member.
The book Afterword is a retrospective view of their trip, rounding out
the book nicely, of how the girls viewed the paddle before, during and
afterwards. The village stray goes on to have an adventure packed dog
life with Ann Raiho.
The central black and white photo plate section has 22 pics which,
although printed on satin finish paper with a nice white border, should
have been enlarged to bleed out to the page border. My pet hate is
photos mired with vast expanses of white around them.
The single sketchy detail map shows the overall route paddled with
key place names. The book could have benefited with chapter section
maps.
A tale well told of two young women setting out to follow the

voyage of two young men some 76 years earlier, although the girls
had maps with detail on all of the nasty rapids it is still a seriously
committing challenge that is remarkable in terms of their mutual
rapport for the paddle with just the one hissy fit from Natalie whilst
dealing with paddle delaying winds on Lake Winnipeg, a great story.

Paul Caffyn

Tides
978 178679 292 1
65 pages
Tidal Streams
978 178679 294 5
65 pages
The Moon
William Thompson
Imray, Laurie, Norie & Wilson, Wych House,
The Broadway, St Ives, Cambs PE27 5BT
978 178679 296 9
2021
180 x 120mm
63 pages, paperback
£8.50. £22.00 for all three
These are the first three titles in Imray’s
Explorer series of instructional booklets, each of
which addresses a single topic. Author William
Thompson is a sailor, diver, sea swimmer, surfer
and artist who is running an online tide school
from his catamaran while exploring the globe
with his family.
The greater part of each book consists of
spreads of a page in language that is not too
technical facing a full page of colour diagram.
The two tidal books each look at how locations
change with time as the tidal cycle progresses, then
how things change as you move along the coast.
In particular, making allowance for variations
in atmospheric pressure and wind direction can
make a large difference in heights and times of
tides which can be considered in advance rather
than assuming tides tables are precise. Tides
rise by 10mm for each 1mb drop in pressure
approximately.
A section on visible signs and clues is extremely
informative, how much can be learned from
looking at posts and pontoons, for example, and
at seaweed growing on them or lying on beaches.
Another section covers phenomena such as
bores, whirlpools, standing waves and overfalls and there is a dictionary
of terms plus some pages of planner for you to fill in yourself.
There is a degree of repetition between the books, especially the
two tidal titles, and even the moon book explains the effect on tides,
including why they are 50 minutes later each day. The moon has less
relevance for those with tide tables and in daylight. First and third
quarters, a gibbous moon, declination and eclipses are more of curiosity
value than direct relevance for those on the water although they do help
to explain why some spring tides are bigger than others and likely to
produce the biggest bore rides.
The books tie in with the author’s website which should allow
downloading of models to help with planning and understanding what
is going on in the sea although the free downloads didn’t seem to be
ready at the time the books were launched, just the paid for tide wheel.
Inevitably, the booklets might get you posing other questions that you
might not otherwise have considered, no bad thing.
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Malaga Beaches

Topo Jigsaw & Map of the Lake District Wainwright Fells

Ayuntamiento de Málaga
Oct 2020
160mm sq
46 pages, paperback
Malaga’s 15 urban beaches cover over
13km of the Spanish coastline. Each gets
a spread with a large photograph, beach
dimensions, the origin of the name, local
attractions, nearby hotels and a list of
attributes. The latter are given by name
rather than as icons and include showers, toilets, parking, barbecue areas,
bars, first aid points, boat launching areas and much more. Additional
information ranges from local food and fishing to a naturist area, night
time beach parties and how busy the beach gets.

Rivers Publishing
May 2021
490 x 690mm
£24.95 from
cordee.co.uk
Our review of
the Topographical
Map of the Lake
District Wainwright
Fells (May 2015,
p39)
ended
‘This foray into
mountains is a
new venture for
Rivers. We wait to see where it leads.’ In a word, a jigsaw, a 1,000 piece
jigsaw based on the map.
If you know your way around the Lake District it should be easy
as half the pieces have names on them. Also, having the border on the
map avoids having to search for the straight pieces. That is the theory.
In practice pieces only have half a name, perhaps one you do not even
recognize when complete, and most of the rest seem to be blue, green
or brown, consistently uniform colours across the map. To save your
having to squint at the box cover, it contains a free copy of the original
map, the same size as the puzzle. It is described as ‘medium difficulty’
which translates as 16 hours being about average so not as easy as it
looks at first sight.
I suspect many families will be giving great attention to the Lake
District this Christmas, studying intently every beck, tarn and section of
the coast, recalling previous trips and wondering about those yet to be
investigated. If you already have a copy of the map you will now have
the luxury of not having to crowd round a single copy as you search
for that elusive piece or try to find a home for that piece that does not
seem to fit anywhere.

Beach Guide
Conseil Insular de Formentera
A5
24 pages, paperback
Mar 2020
Formentera’s Beach Guide (Nov
14, p37) has been updated. The text
remains virtually unchanged except
to add a paragraph explaining why
mud baths on S’Espalmador are
now banned. On the other hand, every single picture is new.
Soca Valley
DMO Dolina Soce
2019
A4
39 pages, paperback
This introduction to the Soca
valley (May 2017, p54) is largely
unchanged except for four extra
pages to cover Brda. Initially there
are virtually no changes except for
the use of a more pleasant font,
listing of websites in English and
slightly fewer events, even though
Covid had yet to make its mark.
While some of the later
photographs have been replaced,
all of the kayak ones are still there
and they are as good as you will
find in a publication of this type.
It is pleasing to see the mystery picture of a diver dropping from the
17m high bridge at Kanal is also retained. It seems he must hit the rock
platform with its spectators at this side of the river yet turn the page
round and it seems he must hit the rock platform on the opposite side.
Platges
Robert Carmona
Patronat de Turisme Costa Brava Girona, Av
Sant Francesc 29, 3A Planta, 17001 Girona
May 2018
540 x 780mm folding to 180 x 130mm
This map of the 200km of Spain’s Costa
Brava identifies 67 beaches. In Catalan, Spanish,
English and French, it relies on a small picture of
each beach and a mass of icons that tell you all
you might want to know about the beach and
its facilities. It is particularly good on facilities
for the disabled, including equipment never seen in this country.
The clear map locates all the beaches and places with sea swimming
lanes but also the main attractions, not just along the coast but well over
200km inland, including showing the Estany de Banyoles used for the
2010 world marathon championships.
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QuickTide
QuickTide cards are now available for 2022/3. As usual, they work
by turning a dial to line up a coast colour with a date code to give
approximate tide times. If you need precise times you will need to do
the calculations but it is still handy to have a card as a quick check that
you have not made a significant error. They cost £9.50 each.

IWA directory of waterways
John Pomfret has updated the IWA’s excellent directory of waterways.
It details 11,000km of past and present routes, giving their ends points,
distance, navigable status, status of interested bodies and more. The 66
page document can be downloaded free from the IWA website.
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Moods

Consulting
the godesses
‘Lilitu?’ I say.
‘Yeah, Lilitu,’ she answers. ‘How about Ishtar?’
‘Never heard of either one,’ I say. ‘Who are they?’
‘Ishtar’s the Assyro-Babylonian goddess of storms. Lilitu’s her
Sumerian cousin.’
‘Why’re you bringing this up?’
‘Cause you came out tonight expecting a storm, got all worked up
about it beforehand; now you’re in a funk ’cause it didn’t happen. You
gotta check the sources if you want decent forecasts.’
‘But I checked the National Weather Service Forecast and they
predicted a storm for early evening.’
‘Like I say, you gotta go to the source. You can’t rely on gadgets and
machines to predict the weather. You coulda’ saved yourself a tangle of
frustration if you’d consulted the goddesses.’
‘And how do I do that... consult the goddesses?’
She doesn’t answer immediately, stretching out on the deck of my
kayak, quiet, looking up at the night sky. Thinking. Most times, I have
trouble following her when she explains stuff to me so I keep quiet, too.
Finally ‘Whataya smell right now?’
Easy question. ‘Those sea lions on the rocks over there.’ She and I
are rounding Pt Blunt on the backside of Angel Island. If the wind’s
blowing right you can get a whiff of the creatures way before you see
them.
‘Right!’ she says and slaps the water in excitement. ‘Same thing with
foul weather. Get your sinuses cleared out and you can smell a storm
a good half day out. That’s one way to consult with the goddesses, use
your nose.’
She’s begging the questions so I ask it: ‘There’re others?’

‘Ha!’ she slaps the water again. ‘More ways than I can count.’
‘One’ll do,’ I say.
‘Your joints,’ she says. ‘Your joints ever ache?’
That’s a hurtful question. ‘All the time, especially this time of year.
The colder, the wetter, the worse it gets.’
‘They don’t hurt the same all the time, do they? Learning to decipher
your aches and pains is another way to consult with the goddesses. A bit
oversimplified but it goes something like this: big aches, big weather;
little aches, little weather. There’s a lot of information in those tender
joints of yours. That’s why old folks are so much smarter than young
folks: they’ve got more information-packed hurt to search through.’
‘How about one more?’ Paddling alone’s boring — none of the
regulars showed up tonight — and the sound of her voice is comforting.
‘Your ears ever pop? In a plane? Swimming? Just sitting around? Tell
me you don’t know what that’s about. Pay attention and you can feel
pressure changes on your skin, too. Your big toe tingling could be rain
moving in.’
I ask her if there’s anything else she wants to tell me.
‘Yeah,’ she says. ‘You know how you do that thing with your fingers
on the tips of my blades when you do a sculling brace?’
Uh-huh I nod.
‘Well,’ she says, ‘don’t do it any more. It’s annoying. You can run your
hands up and down my loom and blades all you want but no more
finger twisting on the tips. Promise?’
I promise. She’s the best Greenland paddle I’ve ever had and I’m not
one to upset her. Besides, she’s great company when I have to yak alone.

John Boeschen
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Next, a hearty breakfast in the restaurant, a different angle on the
same amazing view. Leave your watch in the room; the waiters will let
you know when lunch is ready (which is the only reason you need to
know what time it is).

A perfect day at Pumulani
While travel
restrictions are
inconvenient, delaying
holiday plans, they
are much more of an
issue for providers
and those who
depend on them.

This is what one company
normally offer and how
they
have
been
affected
by the
pandemic.

Without the clockwork routine of 5am wakeup calls and regular
game drives our guests are used to in the safari camps, planning a day
at Pumulani can be more challenging than you would think. Hence,
we often get asked ‘What do you suggest we do tomorrow?’ Retha
and I decided to document what we think the perfect day would be at
Pumulani. With our phone cameras in hand, no filters, no Photoshop,
we set out and it turned out to be much easier than we had anticipated.
Lake Malawi in March must be one of Africa’s most beautiful
sights. The combination of lush green on land and everchanging
arrangements of blue on the lake, the white clouds that turn into grey
thunderstorms within minutes before transforming into orange and red
sunsets conjures up hashtag favourites like #idyllic, #picturesque and
#mesmerizing.
Without any further lyrical waxing about landscapes, here are the
results:

In between breakfast and lunch, spend time on the beach. If you are
feeling adventurous, Precious is standing by to help you get a kayak in
water, give a helping hand on the stand up paddle boards or take you
out to the best snorkeling spots on the lake. If you’re feeling lazy, read a
book, plunge into the pool or just stare out over the lake.

Sleep with the curtains open and let the lake wake you up in the
morning. No alarms or wakeup calls apply. Enjoy a slow cup of coffee
on the verandah, watching the world go by; fishermen and fish eagles
alike are already out and about and provide great entertainment as they
reveal the tricks of their trade.

Safari Dreaming Campaign
We launched a #SafariDreaming e-book along with a calendar, with
the aim of raising funds to continue supporting the various conservation
and community projects with which we are involved. Thank you for
your support with these as every single cent has gone a long way to
assist.

If the weather plays along, lunch is normally served down on the
beach under the giant fig trees. Order a cold beer from Light or
Mirriam and, as they bring your fresh kampango and salad, ask them
about the fish, the salad and where it all comes from.
A nap after lunch is always a good idea. The hikes deeper into Lake
Malawi National Park are stunning, especially at this time of year, so
why not take a quick dip in the infinity pool before setting off on a hike
with Black to explore the rocky outcrops and amazing views. Make sure
you are back at the lodge in time for the sunset.
A long bath after a tough day awaits. A drink around the campfire and
a candlelit dinner is the perfect way to end off your day.
Robin Pope Safaris run two luxury safari camps (Mkulumadzi and
Kuthengo) and a stunning lakeside resort (Pumulani).
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Hope on the Horizon
How we miss sharing our passion for the African wild with you on a
face to face basis, along with exploring the community and conservation
projects with which we are involved.
You may be wondering what has been happening with our staff as
well as our conservation and community initiatives since the pandemic.
The initial challenge of rushing guests back home and pulling up the
emergency brake on all our operations was a sign of what was to come.
Since then, we have navigated waves of uncertainty, multiple changes in
travel restrictions, an everchanging public perception of travel during a
pandemic, stop-start flight schedules and, of course, the real threat of a
dangerous virus.
The one constant has been the economic and social knock-on effects
of the pandemic. In countries like Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe,
where hand-to-mouth economics pay the bills and every single tourist’s
payment trickles through to remote villages outside national parks and
game reserves, these effects have perhaps been felt even harder and the
ripple effects may be felt for a long time to come. Our story is not
unique. Our story is by no means the worst story to come out of the
pandemic.
Pre March 2020 our support to conservation and local communities
included funding animal relocations, conservation patrols/work,
uplifting various community initiatives and sponsoring school fees in
addition to the livelihoods of the team and their extended families. The
various initiatives thrived due to the $10 per bed night we allocate to
these projects from all our properties and the many generous donations
we got from guests who came through to us. During the pandemic,
however, we have had to restrict the lending hand closer to home due to
the restricted sources.
For our team, a decision was made early on to keep as many of our
staff employed as we could, a gesture of loyalty towards many of our
team who have been part of the RPS family for decades. We have
continued paying partial salaries to staff during this time, regardless of
them not being needed in the camps and lodges. Over the course of
the pandemic we have made several tons of food parcels available to
our staff and their families. This goes a long way as most of our team are
breadwinners to not only their immediate families but extended family,
too.
At Pumulani we have continued paying for school fees for 12 high
school students from the area. Two of these students finished school
last year with flying colours and are currently receiving training at
Pumulani.
We support Conservation South Luangwa with much needed antipoaching patrols with vehicles and drivers. Our staff are paid a small
amount per outing to patrol our area, looking for illegal activities, collect
litter and remove snares and anything else that will affect wildlife and
nature. The same set up is used for community drives, which are funded
by CSL. The community are taken into the park free of charge to help
sensitise them and encourage conservation.
In order to help our more junior team members, in partnership
with Robin & Jo Pope, we have a loan scheme to pay school fees for
their children. This has enabled several children each year to be able to
continue with their studies. This makes life a lot easier for our staff and
will help ease the schooling burden.
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Connecting with you
We will continue to inspire and entertain you by sharing stories from
the bush in our weekly It’s Monday newsletters as well as taking you on a
virtual trip into the wilderness with our 1 minute Safari Diaries videos.
Future stays with us
We try as best as we can to keep these initiatives up. Now that
vaccination campaigns are underway and the world seems to be opening
up more and more we hope that we can give you, our guests, a
wonderful safari experience soon. This will naturally see to it that we
continue to help our staff, the communities in which we operate, and
conserve the pristine wildernesses.
We hope to see you as soon as it is possible for you to do so! As the
African proverb says, ‘No matter how long the night is, dawn will surely
break.’
CANOEIST November 2021
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The answer’s a lemon

The large Lemonroyd lock on the Aire & Calder
Navigation has been fitted with four life buoys. For
security they have been locked to their holders with
combination locks. If you see somebody in trouble you
need to phone 999 and ask for the fire service. You will
then have to give the What3words code from the holder
to identify the selected buoy, whereupon you will be
given the combination code so that it can be unlocked.
You will then be able to throw the lifebuoy if the victim
is still visible.

New trade
conference
British Marine are
running a new two
day conference in
Birmingham over
15/16th March. Entitled
Innovate for Success
2022, it will have
speakers, best practice
and a chance for the
trade to network.

If you struggle to get a canoe onto the roof of a car
you would not want to load this triple deck IC trailer.
Although securely guyed down at the Portland
sailing base it looks as if it could be a handful in a
crosswind on an exposed motorway.

Gales revisited

Super Kayak is an inflatable catamaran with an
aramid double skin for abrasion resistance. Funded
via Kickstarter, it is being developed by Kirk Kircher
in his garage in southern Scotland. Weighing 15kg
and 3.6m long, it has an anodized aluminium alloy
frame and seat with folding backrest. Accessories
include a USB pump, child seat, rear deck, sail mount
and outboard motor mount proposed. The grey and
white colour is to be extended to colours more like
camouflage. Assembly time is claimed as 4 minutes
and it is suggested for both sea and easy rapids.

Kokatat under new ownership

Mark Loughmiller, previously director of operations,
has become the new owner and CEO of Kokatat. Steve
O’Meara retains a minor stake.

Go Outdoors are
offering a selection
of economy inflatable
kayaks. Prices include
Hydro-Force Cove
Champion at £100/£59,
Hydro-Force Lite-rapid
at £120/£69, Tahaa
at £144.99/£130 and
Seveylor Adventure at
£370/£299 (second
figure with their discount
card for £5. The Kondor
2000 at £49/£25,
Treck at £90/£59 and
Hydro-Force Ventura at
£240/£149 are more
open designs. They also
have aluminium and
plastic paddles from
£20/£18.
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For Kokatat’s 50th anniversary they have released a
heavy duty 200 denier three layer version of the Goretex
Proline material for paddling, following three years of
testing.

Staying in Gales’ wine bar in Llangollen, we were
told that we were the fourth party in October to visit
who had been associated with the former Mike Jones
Rallies, all independently of each other. Does our folk
memory switch back to these rallies at this season of the
year? Mike was one of the ringleaders of those who used
to frequent this venue when it opened. Sadly, founder
Richard Gale died about three years ago but eldest
son Pip is now in charge. The venue has taken over an
adjacent property, too, now with an off licence wine
shop. There are still the church pews for some seating
but not the Sunday evening harpist playing in the bar
although a film club operates on Mondays. They also
retain the newspaper cutting about how this was not
what Llangollen wanted as it would attract the wrong
kind of people, instead of which it has encouraged
similar venues, enhancing the town, which now also has
various outdoor activity providers. Here’s to Gales as
they approach their half century.

A Kickstarter project, Origami Paddler is a sit on top kayak that can also be paddled standing up. Made of
hard plastic, it is said to be quick to assemble, light to handle and compact to store. The concept is by Tim
Niemer, who produced the Ocean Kayak Malibu four decades ago. For ease of movement and storage it
breaks down into three parts, each weighing about 7kg.
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A Howies’ selection

Howies’ ABC starts with
comfortable underwear made
from organic cotton, for m
fitting but not too tight, name
woven into the waistband
rather than sewn onto it, no
flies. They come in packs of
three for £30 and are claimed
to be so smart you won’t want
to wear trousers.
When they claim to care
about the environment, that
includes the one in your
immediate vicinity. The anti
bacterial Merino wool they
use in their Nash Merino socks
is said to beat any manmade
fabric for odour resistance, as
well as keeping feet cool and
dry and being biodegradable.
Cost is £25 for a pair of pairs.
The Merino shirt at £75
is warm, breathable, wicking,
quick dr ying, crease and
odour resistant, itch free and
biodegradable.
Buttons are usually made
from plastics or resins but
Howies’ are whittled from
corozo nuts so they are very
hard, resistant to heat and
scratches and biodegradable.
Men’s Shore shirts are among
those using them, a lightweight
cotton design at £49.
Fleece made from PET
plastic bottles is not new but
Natulon zips made from the
same source by YKK are a
world first. Until now zips
have needed to be removed to
recycle old garments and many
people do not bother, too much
effort or lack of knowledge,
and the whole garment goes
to landfill. Now the zip can
be recycled with the rest.
The men’s Rocky hoody and
women’s Roxxy hoody both
use them full length. Other
features include rolled cuffs,
drawstring hood and two front
pockets to keep hands warm
in a garment that is breathable
and warm in itself. Each comes
at £59.
M o re re c y c l i n g c o m e s
with the Brane jacket at £99.
Inside is a breathable recycled
polyester membrane. The
waterproof zip can be opened
from either end, the hood is
fully adjustable, there is a zipped
internal pocket and the front
pockets have microfleece lining.

Women’s Nico briefs.

Nash Merino socks.

Men’s Shore shirt.

Skomer Merino shirt.

If your canoe or kayak
is found, the rescue
services need to decide
whether you were with
it when it went missing
and whether to begin
an expensive search. To
assist, they are offering
free waterproof labels.
Remember not to
include information that
you would not want
known by undesirable
people. Report any lost
craft ASAP to prevent
unnecessary searches.

Three are using canoeing
to promote their services
in Ireland.

Women’s Roxxy hoody.

Men’s Rocky hoody.

Brane jacket.
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Susannah Hart

What goes around
A new toy from
Yanmar is a circular
paddleboard powered by
battery and controlled
by a hand unit. It should
do 5km/h, run for about
an hour and be steered
by leaning. If the battery
goes flat presumably you
roll it back along the
bank.

SUP Lass

Men’s Boxxa Nova.

Ocean Safety have a new
highly visible, buoyant,
8mm throwline with
a breaking strain of
700kg. It is available at
20m for £20.17 or 36m
for £30.94, both prices
excluding VAT. While
longer and thinner than
most canoe throwlines,
you might have
circumstances where
such specifications could
be useful.
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Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

Holiday 2022

Few people are using canoeing to
promote holidays for next year but not so
many companies are promoting holidays
at all at this stage. Many countries have
recently come out of lockdown or are
heading back into it so next year is a year
of hope rather than expectation.

Malta Tourism Authority

Siddhalepa Ayurveda and Anarva

Storm3 entry level, Storm3 long john and Storm5 wetsuits.

Runswick, Rhossili, Roan, Hendra Hinge and Beadnell Ezeedon drysuits.

Storm3, Swarm4 and Ventnor5 boots and Sprint II aquatic shoe.
Marina Johnson photographs

Amrock, Bouley, Filey and Totland buoyancy aids.
Osea dry backpack.

Seaford drybags set.
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Hartland and
Studland bags.

Charming Villages in Europe film

From the Typhoon range
Typhoon have an extensive range of
new products, particularly the Storm
range.
The Storm3 is an entry level wetsuit,
3mm generally but 2mm in the
extremities with reinforced knees from
4 way stretch material with rear entry.
Long wetsuits are S-XXL for men and
8-16 for women at £74.95 with youths at
£46.95. The corresponding shorty range
are £62.95 and £41.95.
A heavier duty 5/4mm model is priced
at £164.95 for adults and £114.95 for
youths.
The Runswick drysuit is breathable
with reinforced knees and seat, neoprene
neck and cuff seals, latex socks and YKK
zip at £449.94 for men and £374.95
for youths. For kids there is the Rhossili
drysuit at £299.95 for sizes S-XL.
The Roan Hinge lightweight drysuit
has a seat panel that can be dropped for
convenience and reinforced knees and
seat. Sizes are S-XL at £549.95. The
Hendre Hinge in women’s fit, sizes S-L, is
£599.95. The Beadnell Ezeedon is a front
entry drysuit at £529.95, men at S-XXL
and women at S-L although custom sizes
are available for more distinctive ladies.
Several wetsuit boot options are
available. The Stor m3 boot in 3mm
neoprene with zip is for adults, sizes 6-14
at £41.95 and children, 12-2 at £28.95.
Swarm4 boots are 4mm for extra warmth
and cost £31.45 for sizes 3-14. Extra
reinforcement protects the 5mm Ventnor5
boot in a similar size range at £36.95.
At £24.95 the Sprint II aquatic shoe
includes a heel pull tab and a toggle tie.
Sizes are 3-12.
Amrock buoyancy aids in sizes
XS-XXL cost £41.95 and have a zip
chest pocket, front entr y zip and
adjustable shoulders, side panels and
tie down straps with D rings and 50N
of foam. Children’s buoyancy aids
are included, the Bouley for 5-15kg at
£36.95 and the Filey in four steps from
5 to 40kg at £27.95. Both have collar
support, soft PVC foam inner, tie down
strap, lifting handle, waist straps, whistle
attachment points and reflective panelling.
There is even a range for dogs. The
Totland comes in four sizes from S to XL
with lifting handle and lead attachment
point, cost £20.95.
To keep your kit together they have
Seaford sets at £20.95. A nylon bag with
drawstring contains three smaller rolltop
bags, 2, 5 and 10l, which are distinctively
coloured for easy recognition and can be
used to keep wet and dry kit apart as they
are waterproof.
The 85l Hartland bag at £79.95
and the 115l Studland wheeled bag at
£109.95 also feature internal wet and dry
pockets plus an external pocket for easy
access.
Finally, the Osea dry backpack is fully
waterproof with roll top, waterproof easy
access pocket, adjustable shoulder system
and chest and waist attachments, a 20l size
at £52.45 and 40l at £62.95. There are
also a simpler dry cool bag at £41.95 and
40 and 60l dry duffel bags at £62.95 and
£73.45 respectively.

Oravi, Finland
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Maialen Chourraut.

Jennifer Fox.

Jiri Prskavec.

Franklin takes C1 silver
Olympic Games
Slovenia’s Benjamin Savsek won his country’s first canoe slalom
gold medal and its sixth overall gold in Olympic history with
a near perfect performance on the tough Kasai Canoe Slalom
Centre course in Tokyo on the Monday.
The 34 year old celebrated his third Olympic performance
with a slashing error free run in a time of 98.25 seconds, the only
one to go under the 100 second mark.
Czech Lukas Rohan, appearing at his first Olympics, took the silver
while Germany’s Sideris Tasiadis added the bronze to the silver medal
he won in London in 2012.
Savsek’s win ended the 25 year domination of the event by Slovakian
and French paddlers. Frenchman Martin Thomas finished fifth while
Slovakia’s record of a canoe slalom medal at every Olympics since 1996
came to an end with Matej Benus finishing sixth.
Savsek said he came to Tokyo knowing time was running out for him
to win an Olympic medal, after finishing eighth in London and sixth in
Rio.
‘I was thinking that maybe this was my last chance; that’s why I was
working really hard, just thinking about getting a medal at this Olympic
Games,’ Savsek said.
‘This was my goal and I’m really proud and happy to have done it.
In our discipline we’ve been waiting for this medal for a long time and
now it’s the first gold medal for canoe slalom and I am really happy and
proud.
‘We are small but we have some good sport athletes. We are big in
sport.’
Rohan finished 3.71 seconds behind Savsek in a time which included
a two second penalty for a gate touch. The 26 year old is coached by his
father, Jiri, himself a two time Olympic medallist in C2 from 1992 and
1996.
‘For me this is perfect because I am so happy about my final run
because it went exactly as I planned it,’ Rohan said.
‘I believed I could win a medal. I did a lot to get here in the best
shape I could. I just wanted to show it and to make my friends happy at
home because they could not be here.
‘For Czechs this is the first medal in Tokyo so for me this is great.’
Tasiadis came to Tokyo as the number one ranked paddler in the
world but made small mistakes during his final run which cost him
valuable time. His bronze medal makes him the first German canoe
slalom paddler to win multiple medals.
‘I tried to do my best. I know that, if you are number one, people say
your performance for the past two or three years is so good they expect
you can race and win it’ Tasiadis said ‘but it’s not easy. Canoe slalom is
difficult; you do one small mistake. You turn the boat too early or too
late; you can lose two or three seconds.
‘I want to try for a fourth Olympics. It’s three years to go but it’s been
a long campaign. Sometimes the body tells you its enough. I’m not now
20. I’m now 31.’
Jessica Fox joked, after breezing her way through the heats of the
women’s kayak on the Sunday, that she was glad she was not home
watching the coverage of her exploits in the Australian media.
Such was the weight of expectation on Fox at these Games.
Australians love a champion and especially one who comes across as
warm and bubbly on the telly. Her face had been plastered on all the
television screens and in all the newspapers for months leading up to
Tokyo and that coverage became a frenzy after her performance on the
Sunday, with justification. The second run of the two time Olympic
medallist was a sight to behold. On a course which the best male canoe
paddlers in the world had been describing as tortuous and incredibly
taxing, Fox waltzed her way down the rapids and then put her paddle
away as she cruised to the finish line, satisfied with a job well done.

48

She was almost four seconds faster than the next best paddlers,
who were sitting at the finish line exhausted. While the stands
were ghostly quiet, back in Australia the noise was deafening.
In London in 2012, at an Olympics where no-one outside
the canoeing world had ever heard the name Jessica Fox, the
pimply teenager threw caution to the wind and snatched a very
unexpected silver medal.
Four years later the situation was very different. Fox was expected
to win and when she finished third she found it hard to hide her
disappointment.
Since Rio Fox has stepped up a level. Twice she was crowned world
champion and she finished second in 2019. She’d also dominated
women’s canoe but that was a story for later in the week, when the
discipline made its Olympic debut.
‘It’s good that I’m not in Australia watching the broadcast, I think,’
Fox laughed after her run. Her father, Richard, himself a former
Olympian, was part of the commentary team for the Australian host
broadcaster but, fortunately, is not known for outrageous hyperbole.
‘I didn’t quite realize that I had gone into the lead and with such a
good time, so that’s why I stopped paddling because I thought I don’t
need to sprint to the finish for this one.’
Those breathing down her neck on Tuesday had quality CVs of their
own. New Zealand’s Luuka Jones, the silver medallist from Rio, was
proving herself to be a reliable big game player. She wasn’t surprised to
find Fox so far in front.
‘It was to be expected, to be honest,’ Jones said.
‘I had some mistakes and we all know the calibre of Jess. I’m just
trying to be chilled.’
Germany’s Ricarda Funk was possibly the biggest threat. Since
imploding during qualifying for the Rio Olympics, the 29 year old
had developed into an international powerhouse. In 2017 she won an
incredible four World Cups and had been dreaming of this day for six
years.
‘It’s amazing, actually. I can’t believe that I am finally on the Olympic
start line,’ Funk said.
‘I think the course is going to be really hard and all the girls are good
and Jess, of course, is amazing.’
Spain’s Maialen Chourraut was the defending Olympic champion
from Rio. She was now the oldest competitor in the field but had also
been to four Olympics and experience counts for a lot on the Olympic
stage.
‘That pressure has been with me for the past five years but, finally,
here I am, feeling special and very proud of myself,’ Chourraut said.
‘I am here after 38 years. I am so proud because this Olympics comes
after injury and so many challenges. I have been here with my husband,
who is my coach, and we have had to leave our young daughter at
home. This has been difficult but I am so happy to be here.’
Germany’s Ricarda Funk buried the heartbreak of missing selection
for the Rio Olympics with an error free run to win women’s K1 on the
Tuesday.
Maialen Chourraut took the silver, making her the oldest athlete to
take a women’s Olympic slalom medal, while pre-event favourite Jessica
Fox posted the fastest time of the day but also picked up four seconds in
penalties to relegate her to bronze, the same results as Rio in 2016.
Funk was the third last competitor on the course and already knew
she had a medal before the final two paddlers took to the course. She
was so excited to make the podium she didn’t even watch the final two
runs.
Five years ago Funk was the form competitor heading into the Rio
Olympics but imploded at the final selection and missed the Games.
The 29 year old said it had been a long wait.
‘I was really sad after my selections in 2016 and I was fighting hard
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Mallory Franklin takes 2nd place in C1.
and kept fighting for five years and now it’s a gold medal,’ Funk said.
‘I knew I could do it but it was like a puzzle. I had to bring all the
pieces together. I knew I had the ability.’
The 38 year old Chourraut celebrated her fourth Olympics with
a silver medal to add the gold in Rio in 2016 and the bronze from
London in 2012.
Like Funk, Chourraut posted a clean run in the final, finishing 1.13
seconds behind the German.
‘It’s a very special moment; it was very hard for me to arrive here,
five years of fighting but five years thinking the probability of doing
something special here is the same for everyone on the start line so I
fought to the last moment,’ Chourraut said.
‘Now I’m here but my feeling is very strange. I can’t believe that this
medal, this silver medal, is with me.’
Fox went into the final as the number one ranked paddler and
had enhanced her standing with outstanding heat and semi final
performances but her run in the final was mistake ridden with an early
touch on gate four and another touch at the finish, giving her four
seconds in penalties. Her raw time was 102.73 but the penalties put her
1.23 seconds behind Funk.
‘I’m feeling all the emotions, I think,’ Fox said, ‘relief to be on the
podium, a bit of disappointment, obviously, to not put down the dream
run but at the same time to make it onto the podium just with a
mistake at the finish line, all the emotions; there is a lot to learn from
today.
‘The mistake at the finish was just one too many, unfortunately, and
it just knocked me out of the gold medal but to be on the podium is
something I’m really proud of.
Mistakes by two other paddlers also proved costly in the hunt for
medals. Italy’s Stefanie Horn robbed herself of a silver medal with a two
second penalty while Poland’s Klaudia Zwolinska dropped from third to
fifth with four seconds in penalties.
Great Britain’s Mallory Franklin would head into the first ever
Olympic semi finals of the women’s canoe as the competitor to beat
after posting two strong qualifying runs in the stifling Tokyo heat on the
Wednesday.
Germany’s Hannes Aigner, a bronze medallist in the men’s kayak
in London in 2012, continued his country’s outstanding week by
qualifying fastest for Friday’s men’s K1 semi finals.
Franklin, a women’s canoe world champion in 2017, posted the
second quickest raw time behind Jessica Fox on the first run and then
went four seconds faster on her second outing to put herself into the
number one position for the Thursday.
‘I really was just trying to use today as a bit of confidence building,
to show myself I could put down some runs to show myself that I had
the pace and could deliver, so it was really cool to be able to do that,’
Franklin said.
‘I’ve been a bit in and out in training recently. I’ve been paddling
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well but haven’t really put good runs together. We’ll see what happens
tomorrow. I haven’t always managed to do finals very well but being
able to perform and keep the boat running and have good pace is really
important.’
Second fastest into the semi finals was Germany’s reigning world
champion, Andrea Herzog, while the Czech Republic’s Tereza Fiserova
was third quickest. Four time world champion Jessica Fox was fifth
fastest after picking up four seconds in penalties on both her runs.
Germany had already had a gold and a bronze medal this week and
Hannes Aigner had positioned himself nicely to add to the tally with
the quickest qualifying run in the men’s K1.
Aigner’s last major win came at the 2018 world championships in
Rio and he felt he was paddling well enough to challenge for the top of
the podium again.
‘I’m happy with my run but it will be worth nothing on Friday so I
will have to perform again,’ Aigner said.
‘In the semi final I only need to be in the top ten. I don’t need to
care if someone does a really good time because, again, it is worth
nothing to be fastest in the semi finals.
‘I thought about this every day for the last five years in training. It’s
the big goal to be on the podium again but it will be tough; there are a
lot of good paddlers and the pressure is really high.’
Italy’s Giovanni de Gennaro put together two good runs to be second
fastest qualifier, just ahead of Australia’s Lucian Delfour, while the Czech
Republic’s reigning world champion and Rio 2016 bronze medallist,
Jiri Prskavec, posted the fastest raw time overall but, with a two second
penalty for a gate touch, finished fourth quickest.
Frenchman Boris Neveu, chasing his country’s first canoe slalom
medal in Tokyo, had a nervous second run after missing a gate on his
first qualifying run. The 35 year old Olympic debutant eventually
qualified in fifth position.
Jessica Fox overcame the most nerves she has ever experienced in her
athletic career to win the first ever women’s canoe slalom Olympic gold
medal on the Thursday.
Fox had hopes of winning both the women’s kayak and canoe gold
in Japan but, after settling for bronze in the kayak on the Tuesday, had to
endure 48 hours of stress and worry before triumphing in style on the
Thursday.
Fox was the last paddler on the course with Mallory Franklin sitting
at the finish line in the gold medal position with a time of 108.68.
‘I’ve definitely felt that load and the pressure and there was a lot of
relief at the finish line today,’ Fox said.
‘I’ve probably never been as nervous as I was today. Twenty minutes
before my race, even though I felt good and felt calm, I had a small
lolly and I instantly went and threw up. That has never happened to me
before and I think it showed how full on it was today.
‘I’m just so proud that I was able to come around and do the run that
I wanted to.’
Fox finished her run error free and in 105.04, a time that would have
placed her sixth in the men’s canoe final earlier in the week. The time
was also faster than the winning time in the women’s kayak final on
Tuesday. Kayak times are almost always faster than canoe.
Fox now had four Olympic medals, bronze in the kayak from this
week and Rio in 2016, silver in the kayak in London and Thursday’s
gold. No other female slalom paddler has won more than three
individual Olympic medals and Fox became the first competitor to win
two individual medals at a single Games.
Franklin said she was honoured to win the first Olympic silver medal
in women’s canoe and that waiting on the finish line for the remaining
paddlers to finish had been almost unbearable.
‘I feel massively relieved; it’s so stressful, the whole environment,’
Franklin said.
‘It’s a really stressful situation to be sitting there and watching some
really good paddlers come through and not know what was going to
happen.
‘The number of silver medals I have behind her is pretty ridiculous.
She did an amazing run, to be able to bounce back and produce
something like that; she’s an amazing paddler and of course I don’t mind
coming second to her. I did my best. I did a really good run and she was
better than that.’
Andrea Herzog continued Germany’s medal winning streak in Tokyo,
picking up the bronze in a time of 111.13.
‘This is completely unbelievable for me; it was always my dream to
win a medal here and now it has come true,’ Herzog said.
‘This is such a huge moment in history for us and I think all the little
girls in Germany will look at what I did here.’
Dynamo Jiri Prskavec buried the demons of Rio 2016 with a
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barnstorming run to win men’s kayak gold in the final event on the
Friday.
There was to be no repeat of five years ago, when a careless gate
touch dropped Prskavec from the gold medal position to the bronze.
His run on Friday was perfect, careful but with enough flair to deliver
him gold by more than three seconds.
He finished ahead of Slovakia’s Jakub Grigar, who also buried demons
from Rio where he finished out of the medals after qualifying fastest for
the final.
Germany’s Hannes Aigner battled cramps during his run to finish
with the bronze, the same result as London in 2012. He also made it
four medals from four events for the German team.
There was no denying the class of 28 year old Prskavec, who was the
final paddler on the course after posting the quickest semi final run.
‘I think I raced as I would always race but going into the mental state
to do that was way more difficult than normal,’ Prskavec said.
‘Maybe it pushed me to perform just a little better than if it was a
World Cup.
‘It was crazy; the most often asked question was if I’m going to come
home with a gold medal and I kept telling them “this is white water
slalom kayaking; it’s not easy”. I was saying I wanted to have a special
run in the finals and I think I have done that and the gold medal is a
bonus.’
Grigar’s return to medal winning form comes after a long period of
indifferent competition, when he would often struggle to make finals,
but a change of approach saw him win at the final World Cup before
Tokyo and then Olympic silver on Friday.
‘After those couple of years when I have been struggling quite a lot
when I couldn’t have good runs and make the finals, it’s really nice to
stand here with the silver medal,’ Grigar said.
‘I would never even dream of standing at the Olympic podium so I’m

just really happy. I was a little bit nervous before the semi finals but I
just did what I do best and just had fun on the water.’
The stifling hot conditions took their toll on several paddlers who
experienced cramping during their final run. Hannes Aigner felt
tightness before his run had even started but fought his way through the
discomfort to pick up his second Olympic bronze medal.
‘I think I’m really lucky to come home with a bronze medal; after
finishing fourth in Rio I was worried I was going to come home with a
fourth again,’ Aigner said.
‘I wasn’t even sure if I was going to make the finish line. I had
problems with my muscles, probably because of the heat. It’s almost
impossible to drink as much as I sweat here.
‘Jiri was paddling in another league today so I’m happy.’
The canoe slalom programme finished with four different countries
winning the gold medals on offer, Slovenia, Germany, Australia and the
Czech Republic. Seven countries won medals with Germany leading
the way with four and Australia and the Czech Republic winning two
each.
The big surprise from the week was the performance of the French
team, who did not win a medal for the first time since the sport
returned to the Olympic programme in 1992.
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K1W: 1 R Funk, Deutschland, 105.50. 2 M Chourraut, España, 106.63. 3 J Fox, Australia, 106.73.
10 K Woods, GB, 177.09.
K1M: 1 J Prskavec, Ceská, 91.63. 2 J Grigar, Slovensko, 94.85. 3 H Aigner, Deutschland, 97.11.
6 B Forbes-Cryans, GB, 100.58
C1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 105.04. 2 M Franklin, GB, 108.68. 3 A Herzog, Deutschland, 111.13.
C1M: 1 B Savsek, Slovenija, 98.25 2 L Rohan, Ceská, 101.96. 3 S Tasiadis, Deutschland, 103.70.
4 A Burgess, GB, 103.86.

Woods fights back after car crash
World Championships
Slovakia finally lost its grip on the men’s canoe team crown
on the Friday after nine consecutive gold medals, losing on
their home course to France on the opening day of the world
championships in Bratislava.
In other results, Great Britain retained its women’s K1 team title,
France won its first men’s K1 team event since 2014 and the Czech
Republic also returned to the top podium after a seven year absence in
the women’s C1 team event.
Slovakia began its incredible run at the top of the men’s canoe teams
podium in 2009 with the combination of Olympic gold medallist
Michal Martikan, Olympic silver medallist Matej Benus and two time
world championship silver medallist Alexander Slafkovsky, proving
unbeatable for more than a decade.
For the first time since 2009 a different combination took to the
water on the Wednesday with former U23 and junior world champion
Marko Mirgordsky replacing Martikan but two gate touches proved
costly for the hosts, dropping them back to the bronze medal position.
The French combination of 2016 Olympic gold medallist Denis
Gargaud Chanut, 2020 Olympian Martin Thomas and two time U23
world champion Nicolas Gestin edged out the Czech Republic for the
title.
France was the last team to win, in 2007, before the Slovak streak
began.
‘We are happy to beat the Slovakians at their home; it is never easy
when you are home,’ Gargaud Chanut said.
‘It was a very impressive record but eventually it has to terminate. It
is better that it is the French because we have a good battle, the French
and the Slovaks, so maybe we can now try and follow their footsteps.
‘I don’t know that we can do nine; it will be very difficult but we can
try.’

Ricarda Funk.
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Tokyo Olympians Mallory Franklin and Kimberley Woods
teamed up with two time Olympian Fiona Pennie to defend
the women’s K1 teams title they won in 2019, finishing more
than five seconds ahead of the Czech Republic with Slovakia
another second behind in third place.
‘We had a gold at the Europeans as well, following on from the 2019
world titles, so we’re really pleased to carry that on and get another one
under the belt,’ Pennie said.
‘We don’t train for this at all. I think we had one run at it during the
training camp in August while we were here. We’ve done it enough
now with each other; we know how each other paddles in our different
positions. We’re quite experienced at it now.’
France’s second gold medal in the team’s event came in the men’s K1,
with Boris Neveu, Mathieu Biazizzo and Benjamin Renia posting a
clean run to finish more than a second ahead of Slovakia, with Slovenia
taking the bronze.
Neveu and Biazizzo were both members of the French team who last
won in 2014. ‘This is my first title in senior competition and my first
year with the French team so I’m very proud of it,’ Renia said.
‘I’m very proud to share it with these kayak men because I have
watched them for a long time and now I am on the podium, the best
place with them.
‘I wasn’t nervous because my goal was simple, just to follow Mathieu,
so he could feel nervous for both of us.’
The Czech women’s C1 team also returned to the top of the podium
for the first time since 2014 with Gabriela and Martina Satkova teaming
up with 2021 World Cup winner Tereza Fiserova to defeat reigning
world champions Spain with the Russian Federation taking the bronze.
‘It’s really nice to be back on top; we had such a good run here. It was
such a good feeling with the girls on the water; it’s nice to have the title
back after such a long time,’ Martina Satkova said.

Elena Apel.
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‘I love this course. I think we all love it. It’s so hard but we all enjoy
racing here so I’m really glad we won this gold medal,’ Gabriela Satkova
said.
In women’s K1 the Czech team of Barbora Dimova, Marie
Nemcova and Tereze Kneblova finished ahead of Germany and
France but Germany turned the tables in the men’s K1 with Bjoern
Beerschwenger, Yannic Lemmen and Till Fengler defeating France and
Slovenia.
One week after a car accident left her in a wheelchair, unable to walk,
Great Britain’s Kimberley Woods posted the fastest qualifying time in
the women’s C1 on Thursday.
Australia’s Jessica Fox in the women’s K1, Neveu in the men’s K1 and
hometown favourite Alexander Slafkovsky in the men’s C1 were the
other fastest qualifiers in perfect race conditions at the season finale.
Woods was the passenger in a car that was hit side on when returning
to her hotel after a training session in Bratislava the previous week. Still
sporting a badly bruised and swollen ankle, Woods said even she was
surprised how well she paddled.
‘I had a really badly swollen ankle, whiplash, it was really really scary
so just to get on the start line was an incredible achievement for me,’
Woods said.
‘It’s changed my perspective a little bit this week, just being out here
with the sun shining. I actually couldn’t believe I did such a good run. I
really need to have a bit more belief in myself.’
Alexander Slafkovsky, in possibly his final international competition,
was chasing his first world title. He took the first step by qualifying
quickest in the C1 on Thursday, more than two seconds faster than
Olympic gold medallist Benjamin Savsek of Slovenia.
‘Emotionally and after this run I’m really happy,’ Slafkovsky said.
‘I had a good feeling on the water and I feel that maybe it could be
my last world championships; who knows? But I want to show the runs
that I showed on the qualification run.
‘It will be a completely different feeling at home to win the world
championships, that’s for sure, but the finals are on Sunday, still three
days to go, so my goal is to have the good feeling like I had today,
especially on Sunday in the finals.’
Neveu won the world title in 2014 in Deep Creek, USA, his only
podium appearance at a world championships, but he made his Olympic
debut this year and was a member of the victorious French K1 team on
the Wednesday.
He carried that good form into Thursday’s heats.
‘We will see what happens this weekend because it’s most important
for me to have a medal this weekend but it’s a good start for me because
I am confident,’ Neveu said.
‘It’s been a very long year for me but I want to win a medal here,
maybe in slalom, maybe in extreme slalom.
‘We have big goals in Paris, for sure, so it’s important for us to go on
the podium for all world championships but it is a long three years so
we will see.’
Rio 2016 gold medallist Joe Clarke provided the major upset of the
day, failing to qualify for the K1 semi finals. The British paddler was on
track to cruise into the next round before a major error on the second
last gate pushed him out of the qualifying list.
Olympic gold medallist Ricarda Funk had never won a world title
despite dominating the K1 in recent seasons. She took bronze in 2017
and 2018 and silver in 2015 but came into this weekend with the
confidence of an Olympic triumph behind her.
She qualified 0.81 of a second behind Fox in the K1.
‘I didn’t train for two and a half weeks (after Tokyo). I didn’t touch
my boat at all, so after that I was really fired up to get back to training,’
Funk said.
‘Mentally it was quite a challenge but I love this sport so much and I
really love training. Being world champion would be the crown on top.’
Germany’s Ricarda Funk made canoeing history and Boris Neveu
added a second world title to the gold he won in 2014 on a day of high
drama.
An exhausted Funk became the first to win both the Olympics and a
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world championships in the same calendar year when she triumphed in
the Saturday’s women’s K1 final. It was also her first world title after two
bronze and a silver medal.
‘For me this is crazy. I’ve been working really really hard for this,’
Funk said.
After winning the Olympics I had the next goal in sight but first I
needed to calm down like this.
‘It was a really long year. The goal was definitely the Olympics and
now the world championships but now I am definitely ready for a
holiday so I will go straight from Bratislava.’
Funk had a two second penalty but still finished 2.51 seconds ahead
of 23 year old team mate Elena Apel with Great Britain’s Kimberley
Woods third. It was first world championship medals for both Apel and
Woods.
The 35 year old Neveu became a two time world champion in the
same year he made his Olympic debut, one of only two to deliver a
perfect run on a difficult Bratislava course.
‘It was very important for me to finish this season with a medal after
a big mistake in the Olympics,’ Neveu said.
‘I hoped there would be another; you always hope it will not be your
last. I trained hard for this gold medal and had to wait a long time but I
got a new medal so I am very happy.
‘It’s always important to have a good start in an Olympics cycle. I
hope it will continue like this until Paris. I need to win medals; its good
for my mental health so I am very happy.’
Neveu finished almost four seconds clear of Italian Marcello Beda,
competing in his first international final, while Spain’s Joan Crespo
made it back to back world championship bronze medals.
In a day of high drama, World Cups winner and three time world
champion Jessica Fox and reigning world champion Eva Tercelj of
Slovenia both missed the final after picking up 50 second penalties
for missing a gate in the semi finals and in the men’s competition,
after winning four of the past six world titles, the Czech Republic
had nobody in the Saturday’s K1 final. The 2021 World Cups winner
Vit Prindis and 2012 Olympic silver medallist Vavrinec Hradilek both
missed gates in the semi while this year’s Olympic champion and
defending world champion, Jiri Prskavec, missed the final by just 0.05 of
a second.
Two 23 year olds upstaged their more fancied rivals to claim world
championship titles in Bratislava on the Sunday.
Elena Apel celebrated her first international win of her career to take
the women’s C1 title while Czech Vaclav Chaloupka added the men’s
C1 world title to his world and European U23 world titles.
It was another day of high drama with the Olympic champion,
reigning world champion and 2021 World Cups champion all missing
the women’s C1 final. It left the door open for Apel, who took silver in
the women’s K1 on the Saturday, to secure the biggest win of her career.
Incredibly, Apel was one of only two to attract a penalty in the final
but, even with an added two seconds, the German finished 0.31 second
ahead of Olympic silver medallist Mallory Franklin of Great Britain.
‘I thought it would be close. I thought in my mind that maybe it was
going to be enough to win,’ Apel said.
‘It’s amazing. I can’t believe it that I put down solid runs and fast runs
in both categories and it makes me really proud. I made so much effort
this whole year and I’m so happy I could bring it all together on the
final run.’
The bronze medal went to 19 year old Gabriela Satkova.
Vaclav Chaloupka was one of only two to post a clean run in the
men’s C1 final, which made the difference in the final standings. Five
others posted quicker raw times but penalties robbed them of the gold.
‘This is actually crazy. I still don’t know what just happened,’
Chaloupka said.
‘I tried to put down the best run I could and it went perfectly, to be
honest, I mean the clean part. I thought I could go faster but, as we can
see, it was enough.
‘I was watching with four athletes to go and three of them were
world champions and the other was Sasha so I was thinking it would
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be okay to be fifth but everyone is human and everyone can make a
mistake. I went clean and that is an important part of canoe slalom.’
Alexander Slafkovsky, in possibly his final international appearance,
posted the fastest raw time but a two second penalty relegated the 38
year old to silver.
Germany’s 2018 world champion, Franz Anton, finished in third
position.
Two Olympic champions who were heading towards weekends
they would rather forget resurrected their world championship
campaigns with gold in extreme slalom finals on the final afternoon of
competition.
Jessica Fox, Tokyo 2020 C1 Olympic champion, and Joe Clarke, Rio
2016 K1 gold medallist, had both failed to make a final on Saturday and
Sunday but made amends with victories in the new Olympic event of
extreme slalom.
For the first time in her career Fox had failed to make the final
of both the C1 and the K1, events in which she is a multiple world
champion, but turned her form around to win the extreme at just her
third international outing.
‘It wasn’t my weekend this weekend in either the kayak or the canoe
so I just wanted to have fun in the extreme and it felt great to be out
there,’ Fox said.
‘It was exhausting, mentally as well, because I had good runs and it
just comes down to centimetres and a tiny bit of precision and it’s a
huge penalty and you’re out.
‘I’ve had an amazing season and this is a great way to finish.’
Elena Apel continued her incredible weekend with a silver medal to

French Men’s C1 team winners.

add to her gold in the C1 and silver in the K1 while American teenager
Evy Leibfarth took the bronze.
Joe Clarke did not even make the semi finals of the men’s K1
and then sneaked into the extreme slalom after another competitor
withdrew.
‘It’s not been a great championships for me, so to be a world
champion is just amazing,’ Clarke said.
‘It definitely makes it worth coming here. It’s really tough; all the
rounds today have been a challenge in different ways but I’m absolutely
stoked. I just love it.’
New Zealand’s Finn Butcher took the silver and Austria’s Mario
Leitner finished third.
Extreme canoe slalom will make its Olympic debut in Paris in 2024.
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K1W: 1 R Funk, Deutschland, 94.80. 2 E Apel, Deutschland, 97.31. 3 K Woods, GB, 97.90.
5 F Pennie, GB, 99.84. 12 M Franklin, GB.
K1M: 1 B Neveu, France, 83.92. 2 M Beda, Italia, 87.75. 3 J Crespo, España, 87.90.
C1W: 1 E Apel, Deutschland, 99.03. 2 M Franklin, GB, 99.34. 3 G Satkova, Ceská, 102.50.
15 K Woods, GB.
C1M: 1 V Chaloupka, Ceská, 92.02. 2 A Slafkovsky, Slovensko, 92.17.
3 F Anton, Deutschland, 94.10. 8 A Burgess, GB, 105.96. 11 D Florence, GB.
XW: 1 J Fox, Australia. 2 E Apel, Deutschland. 3 E Leibfarth, USA.
XM: 1 J Clarke, GB. 2 F Butcher, NZ. 3 M Leitner, Österreich.
K1WT: 1 GB, 101.24. 2 Ceská, 106.71. 3 Slovensko, 107.72.
K1MT: 1 France, 91.64. 2 Slovensko, 93.49. 3 Slovenija, 94.84. 5 GB, 96.92.
C1WT: 1 Ceská, 110.43. 2 España, 112.00. 3 Rossija, 118.05. 4 GB, 118.33.
C1MT: 1 France, 95.34. 2 Ceská, 96.03. 3 Slovensko, 100.83. 10 GB, 109.69.

Forrow and Setchell take titles
J/U23 World Championships
The Czech Republic picked up four gold and three silver
medals in a dominant display in the team events on the
opening day of the junior and U23 canoe slalom world championships
in Slovenia on the Tuesday.
The Czech teams won three of the four canoe finals and also won
the men’s U23 kayak team final. Host nation Slovenia was the next best
performing nation, picking up two gold medals.
Among the Czech winners was the impressive women’s junior canoe
team, who posted a time more than one second quicker than their
victorious team mates in the U23 category. The junior team finished
almost 20 seconds ahead of the next best team, Germany.
French paddler Romane Prigent showed her liking for the difficult
Tacen course by helping her team defend its gold medal in the women’s
K1 event. Prigent won at a World Cup on the same course last year and
was also a member of the K1 U23 team that won in 2019 in Krakow.
There were also gold medals for Germany in the women’s K1 junior
team event and for Slovenia in the men’s junior team and the U23
men’s canoe.
It was the fifth time Slovenia has won the men’s junior K1 team event
while a silver medal for the Czech Republic in the women’s K1 junior
event continued a remarkable record of finishing on the podium at 18
of the 20 world championships in this event.
French paddlers Romane Prigent, Anatole Delassus and Tanguy
Addison firmed in favouritism to win with impressive heat runs in hot
conditions on the Wednesday.
Spain’s Miquel Trave was the only competitor to stand between
France and a clean sweep of the qualifiers, posting the quickest time in
the men’s U23 canoe.
Thirty years after his father won the world championship on the same
Tacen course, 18 year old Frenchman Tanguy Addison qualified fastest in
the men’s junior C1 heats.
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‘Before the run I felt a little bit stressed but during the run
it felt so good, so clean,’ Addison said.
‘I think I can go faster. My father is watching in the tribune;
it’s so good to be racing here at the same place where he won 30 years
ago.’
Prigent said Tacen was fast becoming her favourite slalom course.
‘It’s a short run here in Tacen but I did a clean run with maybe a
couple of small mistakes but I think it was a good one,’ Prigent said.
‘I love this course. I love the way we can paddle with the water. I
think it’s really nice. The course is even nicer with the drop now.
‘I think its good for teams to win a medal at the start because it shows
everyone we are here and we can win gold medals.’
Anatole Delassus won the K1 junior world title in Krakow in 2019
and showed he is ready to take on the older paddlers with an error free
run in the U23 qualifiers.
‘I felt good on the water; my run was very good but I hope I’ve kept
my best run for Friday,’ Delassus said.
‘I feel excited and very motivated for these championships. It’s been
hard, but the French federation have organized a lot of training so I feel
good.’
Miquel Trave is one of only a handful of male paddlers in the world
who competes in both the K1 and the C1. On the Wednesday he
comfortably qualified for the semi finals in the U23 K1 in the morning,
and then set the fastest time in the C1 in the afternoon.
‘I felt really good in the water, a bit nervous maybe because it’s been
two years without a world championships, so it was good to feel the
start line again,’ Trave said.
‘I don’t feel any pressure. I obviously want to get another world title
so I will fight for it. It’s not easy; there are 10 or 12 people who can win
this world championship so it is time to fight, time to focus on the semi
finals.’
Jamaica made slalom history, Slovakia qualified two competitors fastest
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and France and the Czech Republic continued their solid week with
strong performances on the third day on the Thursday.
When 16 year old Solomon Maragh took to the water in the first
heat of the junior K1 competition he officially became the first ever
Jamaican to compete at an International Canoe Federation event.
He did not qualify for the semi finals but was happy with his two
runs and happy to have made history for his country.
‘I feel really proud to have represented my country and I’ve done the
best that I can do for a developing nation,’ Maragh said.
‘I feel very proud and feel I have the responsibility now to set
the standard for other Jamaican athletes within canoe slalom when
opportunities come along.
The fastest qualifier in the men’s K1 juniors was Frenchman Titouan
Castryck, more than one second ahead of Slovakia’s Urban Gajsek.
Slovakia did send two others through to the semi finals as fastest
qualifiers, Ivana Chlebova in the junior K1 and Simona Glejtekova in
the U23 C1.
Chlebova, who also qualified third fastest in the C1, is in her final
year of competition as a junior and celebrated by posting an error free
fastest time in the K1 qualifiers.
‘I didn’t feel under any pressure and just went with the waves,’
Chlebova said.
‘It’s my last year in the junior category so I’ve told myself to really
push it and we will see how it goes.’
Glejtekova put together one of the most impressive runs of the day,
qualifying fastest by more than one second in the women’s U23 C1
qualifiers.
Spain’s Klara Olazabal, who just missed Tokyo Olympic qualification,
went into the Thursday as the number one competitor and safely
progressed through in 12th place.
‘It was enough for the semi final so I am happy with that but I had
some trouble at the beginning. I didn’t have a good line so I struggled,’
Olazabal said.
‘This is an emotional week because it is my last year in U23 so
whatever is the result I will be happy with this experience. I am trying
to make the most of it.
‘I have never been bib number one so that was kind of a shock but a
good surprise.’
Czech Tereza Kneblova was the fastest in the women’s junior C1
qualifiers, finishing more than one second ahead of Slovakia’s Zuzana
Pankova.
American Evy Leibfarth, who would head from Slovenia to Tokyo to
make her Olympic debut, qualified sixth fastest in the morning’s junior
K1 and fourth fastest in the C1 in the afternoon.
A 21 year old Frenchwoman competing at her first world
championships and two Czech sisters stole the show on day four on the
Friday.
Coline Charel shocked even herself by winning the women’s U23
kayak final, Klara and Tereza Kneblova finished first and second in the
junior women’s canoe final and another Czech, Jakub Krejci, won the
men’s U23 kayak final.
The final gold on offer on the Friday went to Italian Martino Barzon
in the men’s junior canoe.
The Kneblova sisters became the first siblings in the history of
international slalom to take gold and silver medals when they finished
one and two in the junior canoe final.
The 16 year old Klara said it was one of the first times she had ever
finished ahead of her 18 year old sister. She was the last paddler on the
course and was unaware it was her sister’s time she would need to beat
to take the gold.
‘I didn’t know that until I got to the finish line and saw; it was
amazing,’ Klara said.
‘She said to me “We did it; can you believe it?” We have a good
relationship. I have never been better than her on water so this maybe
the first time. It’s amazing.’
Bronze went to American Evy Leibfarth. Leibfarth picked up six
seconds in penalties which dropped her from first to the bronze medal
position.
Coline Charel was the slowest qualifier into the women’s kayak final
but went into the event knowing she had already recorded her best ever
result.
She wasn’t confident of taking a medal after picking up four seconds
in penalties but then watched as the remainder of the field struggled to
tame the difficult course.
‘I don’t believe it; it’s amazing at my first world championships,’
Charel said.
‘On the finish line I didn’t think I could do it. I thought other

Romane Prigent.

A future Olympic sport.

runners would be better. I went in knowing I had nothing to lose,
everything to win.’
Charel finished just 0.14 second ahead of French team mate Romane
Prigent with American teenager Ria Sribar taking her first international
medal by finishing third.
Many of the more highly rated paddlers failed to make the final of
the men’s U23 K1, throwing the event wide open, but the performance
of Krejci, paddling in his first U23 world titles after taking silver at a
junior level, left the gold medal in no doubt.
He finished 2.36 seconds ahead of Great Britain’s Jonny Dickson,
with another British paddler, Christopher Bowers, third.
In the men’s C1 junior final Italy’s Martino Barzon produced one of
the most impressive runs of the day, posting a time of 91.92 with a two
second penalty to secure the gold.
Martin Kratochvil and Adam Kral added to the Czech Republic’s
medal haul with silver and bronze.
Evy Leibfarth had a perfect pre Olympic result, France picked up two
gold medals and Great Britain’s Bethan Forrow picked up her country’s
first win for the week on the penultimate day.
While most of her Olympic competitors had already arrived in Tokyo,
17 year old Leibfarth opted to stay in Europe to contest the junior
world titles. She had a stunning performance to take the K1 gold on the
Friday.
‘This is definitely something I’ve been dreaming of for a really long
time. I knew I wanted to come here before the Games because I knew
than no matter what happened it would be a really good feeling,’
Leibfarth said.
‘Junior worlds has always been a pinnacle for me, the junior worlds
and the Olympics, and I know that I only get limited chances so I
wanted to do the junior worlds while I still could.
‘Having this good feeling on the water is going to help me so much
in Tokyo mentally. To have the result that I wanted here is mentally so
good for me for Tokyo.’
Leibfarth finished more than four seconds ahead of France’s Emma
Vuitton with Zuzana Pankova third.
Nicolas Gestin had to withstand a strong challenge from countryman
Jules Bernardet before retaining his U23 canoe world title. Gestin
watched from the finish line as his team mate crossed in the gold medal
position but a video review showed Bernardet had touched a gate and
was given a two second penalty.
‘I really wanted to keep this title because I thought it was a good one
in 2019 so to get two titles would be a good step forward,’ Gestin said.
‘It’s a bit like a home course for me here. I’m not Slovenian but every
time I come here I have good memories. It was my first World Cup
medal, my first World Cup final, so I really wanted to be good here.
‘I knew when Jules was in the final that he would be fast but that’s
the game. I’m happy for him because it’s his first world championship
medal and he is so fast so he deserves a medal.’
Czech former U23 world champion Vaclav Chaloupka posted a clean
run but could not match the time of the two Frenchman and had to
settle for bronze.
Teenager Titouan Castryck posted a near perfect run to win the
men’s junior kayak title, defeating European junior silver medallist
Martin Rudorfer of the Czech Republic with Slovenia’s Jan Locnikar
giving the host nation its only medal of the day.
‘It’s my first ever French national team selection so it’s very nice,’
Castryck said.
‘I was very nervous before the semi final but for the final I was
okay. At the bottom of the course I didn’t paddle very well but I think
I did a great job on the rest of the course. For my first ever world
championships it was very nice.’
Bethan Forrow caught the attention of the paddling world when she
made the final of the senior world championships in Brazil in 2018 and
on the Friday showed that performance was no fluke with a determined
win in the women’s U23.
Forrow picked up an early penalty but said she knew she could make
up the time before the finish.
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K1WU23: 1 C Charel, France, 99.10. 2 R Prigent, France, 99.24. 3 R Sribar, USA, 99.42.
11 L Leaver, GB. 13 P Spicer, GB. 14 N Setchell, GB.
K1MU23: 1 J Krejci, Ceská, 81.89. 2 J Dickson, GB, 84.25. 3 C Bowers, GB, 84.55.
9 B Haylett, GB, 93.59.
C1WU23: 1 B Forrow, GB, 100.62. 2 E Luknarova, Slovensko, 101.43.
3 E Apel, Deutschland, 101.60. 9 E Miller, GB, 110.83. 15 S Ogilvie, GB.
C1MU23: 1 N Gestin, France, 86.27. 2 J Bernardet, France, 87.39. 3 V Chaloupka, Ceská, 88.83.
15 K Rozentals, GB. 17 P Linksted, GB.
K1MU23T: 1 Ceská, 88.09. 2 France, 92.41. 3 Deutschland, 92.57. 6 GB, 94.65.
C1WU23T: 1 Ceská, 112.33. 2 France, 114.23. 3 Slovensko, 118.78. 4 GB, 119.23.
C1MU23T: 1 Slovenija, 93.80. 2 Ceská, 94.64. 3 France, 94.80. 7 GB, 104.05.
XWU23: 1 N Setchell, GB. 2 M Satkova, Ceská. 3 A Galuskova, Ceská. 18 S Ogilvie, GB.
XMU23: 1 M Dimitri, Schweiz. 2 J Rohrer, Schweiz. 3 J Brzezinski, Polska. 9 J Dickson, GB.
18 C Bowers, GB.
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Medals evade Brits
Markkleeberg Slalom
Tokyo-bound slalomists Ricarda Funk, Mallory
Franklin and Benjamin Savsek showed they were in
top form ahead of the Olympic Games while Rio
gold medallist Joe Clarke again reminded everyone how fast he could
paddle on the opening day of the World Cup in Germany.
Sweltering conditions and a tough Markkleeberg course made life
difficult for many of the paddlers but rewarded those who successfully
combined technique and power.
Great Britain’s Mallory Franklin posted two exceptional runs in the
women’s C1 in Prague but couldn’t follow it up in the final. This time
she was once again the fastest, posting an error free 110.09 to finish well
ahead of the Czech Republic’s Tereza Fiserova, with Germany’s Andrea
Herzog back in third.
‘It was a nice solid run I think; it’s a really tough course which shows
with the results that are coming out so I’m glad that I was able to hold
it together,’ Franklin said.
‘I’ll just keep doing what I’m trying to do and then hopefully at some
point I’ll put it all together.’
Team mate Joe Clarke is not going to Tokyo but on Friday sent out
a reminder to the rest of the men’s K1 field just how fast he can be,
posting a time 1.38 seconds quicker than the next fastest, Tokyo bound
team mate Bradley Forbes-Cryans.
‘The top section went to plan perfectly; the bottom section I just
dropped off a little bit but I had plenty of time at the top of the course
to absorb it,’ Clarke said.
‘This is pretty similar to Lee Valley and I had a win at the World Cup
in 2019 so hopefully I can have the same success here.’
Austria’s Felix Oschmautz, who would make his Olympic debut in
Tokyo, finished third fastest.
Germany’s Funk had an uncharacteristically erratic final in Prague
one week earlier, missing a gate and touching two others to end up
with 54 seconds in penalties. She said it was good to bounce back in
Markkleeberg to record a time 0.46 second quicker than Australia’s
Jessica Fox with Austria’s Corinna Kuhnle third fastest.
‘The course is quite challenging, especially the bottom part, but I’m
happy with my result,’ Funk said.
‘I’m happy to have had a good run; it shows that I can keep up with
the girls. Tokyo is not far away; we are on the final steps so it is good to
have had a good run here.’
Slovenia’s Benjamin Savsek would head off to his third Olympic
Games and was in good form ahead of Tokyo. After taking a bronze
medal in Prague the previous weekend Savsek posted an error free run
to finish more than one second ahead of Slovakia’s Alexander Slafkovsky
with Australia’s Daniel Watkins finishing 1.92 seconds behind the
Slovenian in a time that included a two second penalty for a gate touch.
‘It’s nice to be in first place, even if it is just qualifications,’ Savsek said.
‘I’m satisfied with my run. I’m feeling good; it’s a tough course, more
technical but with power in the second half so I’m satisfied with my run
today.’
Jessica Fox could be considered a double gold prospect for Tokyo
while Slovakia’s Jakub Grigar posted his first ever World Cup win on a
day of hot competition on Saturday.
Fox dominated the women’s C1 event at the previous week’s World
Cup in Prague and followed up with a swashbuckling performance in
the K1 in Germany on Saturday. Grigar also sent out a warning to his
Tokyo opponents with a two second victory in the men’s K1.
Fox finished an incredible 3.52 seconds ahead of Ricarda Funk with
another German, Elena Apel, in third. Each picked up a two second
penalty for a gate touch on the challenging course and Fox also had to
overcome an early mistake.
‘The whole top section I felt like I was losing a bit of time so I really
had to pull it out at the bottom and really attack it and go for the tight
lines so I’m so happy to have pulled that off,’ Fox said.
‘It’s been a great start to the World Cup campaign and now the
countdown to Tokyo is well and truly underway, 34 days to go, it will
come around really quickly.
‘This one will be different, the experience will be a little bit different
and being able to compete in two different events will feel very
different so I’m really excited to get there and to have that opportunity
to race in C1 is so special and to share that with all the girls that have
qualified.’
The 24 year old Grigar had won both the junior and U23 world
titles twice but had struggled to make his mark in senior competition.
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Winner Jennifer Fox.

Ricarda Funk placed second.

On Saturday he was easily the fastest paddler in the semi final and then
carried that form into the final with an error free run.
He finished 2.01 seconds ahead of Felix Oschmautz, who won his
first World Cup medal on the eve of his Olympic debut with France’s
Boris Neveu third.
‘I’m so happy it worked out today because I didn’t really feel in the
best shape; it’s my first win at a senior World Cup so I’m so happy,’
Grigar said.
‘It’s been really hard and I think my biggest mistake was I always
wanted to win so much. I just had to realize that sometimes you had
to push less to be faster and in the last eight months I’ve just been
pushing really hard in the training and less in the races and it seems to
be working out.
‘I’m the type of person that when I’m on the start line I can’t think
about winning. I have to be in the right place and it was really hard for
me so now I’m really happy that it’s become quite easy for me.’
A reigning world champion and a reigning Olympic gold medallist
picked up wins on the final day on Sunday.
Local paddler Andrea Herzog finished more than four seconds ahead
of the field in the women’s C1 final while Frenchman Denis Gargaud
Chanut was more than two seconds faster than the next best in the
men’s C1.
Herzog was the only paddler in the women’s final to post an error
free run with the challenging course bringing most of the field unstuck.
Herzog won her first world title in 2019 and was heading to her first
Olympic Games as a strong medal prospect.
‘All the people were cheering so loud I just told myself to stay calm,’
Herzog said.
‘Last year we had no competition so I had time to work on my
mindset and it’s working pretty well this season. I know now that I am
really fast and that I can definitely win a medal but Tokyo is another
course so I will have to focus one more time and then we will see who
is the best.’
The ultra consistent Tereza Fiserova finished second, 4.35 seconds
behind with a two second penalty, while Austria’s Nadine Weratschnig

Winner Jakub Grigar.

also picked up a penalty on her way to the bronze medal.
Both Fiserova and Weratschnig would be competing in Tokyo.
Denis Gargaud Chanut would not be going to Tokyo to defend
his C1 gold medal from Rio in 2016 but issued a reminder to his
opponents on Sunday that he was still one of the world’s most
formidable canoe paddlers.
His victory by 2.12 seconds came after his European title earlier this
year and, he admits, also adds to the frustration of not gaining selection
to Tokyo.
‘What can I say? They hurt me but now I am back in my youth and
very hungry,’ Gargaud Chanut said.
It’s going to be very hard. I am having nightmares every day
about Tokyo. It’s not an easy situation but it’s like that. I have to be a
sportsman and show fair play but it is going to hurt.
‘I have to see how my head reacts to Tokyo. I can’t make any
longterm plans. I’m going to watch the Olympics but I’m not sure I
will be able to watch the canoe slalom event because I feel great. I can
not defend my title, I am European champion; now I win a World Cup,
so it is going to be a sad moment for me for sure.’
Germany’s Sideris Tasiadis finished second, while Slovenia’s Benjamin
Savsek posted the fastest raw time in the final but picked up six seconds
in penalties to push him back to the bronze medal position.

ICF

K1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 96.76. 2 R Funk, Deutschland, 100.28. 3 E Apel, Deutschland, 103.00.
K1M: 1 J Grigar, Slovensko, 88.91. 2 F Oschmauz, Österreich, 90.92. 3 B Neveu, France, 91.86.
10 B Forbes-Cryans, GB, 142.99. 17 C Bowers, GB.
C1W: 1 A Herzog, Deutschland, 103.91. 2 T Fiserova, Ceská, 108.26.
3 N Weratschnig, Österreich, 112.80. 7 M Franklin, GB, 128.28.
C1M: 1 D Gargaud Chanut, France, 94.75. 2 S Tasiadis, Deutschland, 96.87.
3 B Savsek, Slovenija, 99.59.
XW: 1 K Krylova, Rossija. 2 C Trompeter, Deutschland. 3 A Hilgertova, Ceská. 4 S Ogilvie, GB.
7 F Pennie, GB.
XM: 1 P Goncalves, Brasil. 2 S Hengst, Deutschland. 3 V Prindis, Ceská. 4 J Clarke, GB.
7 C Bowers, GB.
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‘I told myself to keep calm. I knew that there was a lot of time to be
made up at the bottom of the course. I just fought right through to the
end,’ Forrow said.
‘It’s been amazing getting back on the start line. With Covid it’s been
two years since we’ve been on the international start line so I think the
whole team was eager to get back out here.
‘I’m speechless. It’s been a crazy weekend and the girls have not made
it easy at all. I’ve absolutely loved paddling in Tacen.’
Slovakia’s Emanuela Luknarova took silver while Germany’s Elena
Apel took home the bronze medal.
Switzerland laid claim to be one of the world’s leading extreme canoe
slalom nations with two gold medals and a silver medal on the final day.
There were also gold medals for Great Britain and the United States
with the Czech Republic finishing the week as the most successful
nation.
Dmitri Marx won his second men’s U23 extreme slalom, adding the
2021 title to the crown he won in Italy in 2018.
‘It’s working well for me,’ Marx said.
‘After the slalom I was quite disappointed not to make the finals so
this was good for me.
‘I think the Swiss have a bit of a different background to most other
slalom paddlers; we all start as freestyle or whitewater paddling and then
later move to slalom.’
It was a Swiss quinella with team mate Jan Rohrer taking silver with
Poland’s Jakub Brzezinski taking the bronze.
Switzerland also won the women’s junior extreme slalom final with
Jessica Duc taking advantage of a collision between the leading two
paddlers, Russia’s Marina Novysh and Tereza Kneblova, to squeeze
through from third into first place.
‘I was surprised to be first. I was just happy to be in the final so to be
first was incredible,’ Duc said.
‘I saw I got a chance to get in front and I was very shocked to get
there. This is my first world championships but I wasn’t too worried. I
have to train hard if I want a chance to progress more.’
Novysh finished second with Kneblova taking the bronze.
Great Britain’s Nikita Setchell had never competed in an extreme
slalom before this weekend but showed she is a quick learner with a
clever win in the women’s U23 final.
‘This was my first time so it’s good to come away with this memory,’
Setchell said.
‘I had a few tips from some of the experts back home so that helped
me to get through. Your heart really races at the start, which is the
nervous bit. ‘It’s such good fun and a great spectator sport. It will be
exciting in Paris.’
Setchell finished ahead of the highly regarded Czech pair of Martina
Satkova and Antonie Galuskova.
The last time American Kaelin Friedenson competed in an
international extreme slalom he lost his paddle and had to complete the
course using his arms. There were no similar mistakes on the Sunday
with the teenager capping off an impressive day of competition with
gold in the juniors.
‘It helps a lot to keep hold of your paddle,’ Friedenson said.
‘I’m so excited to win. I can’t believe it. I’m definitely not the
strongest paddler but I still like attacking it.
‘It’s such fun. I do a lot of plastic boating outside of slalom and this is
a great way to bring that into this event.’
Martin Rudorfer picked up the silver with New Zealand’s George
Snook the bronze.
The Czech Republic finished the week as the most successful nation
with 395 points in the Nations Cup. France finished second on 368
points with Slovakia on 230.

Joe Clarke turns up the speed.

C1 winner Andrea Herzog.

Florence and Pennie take silvers
Praha Slalom
Logic would suggest more than 12 months of
very little competition would make life tough for
the world’s best slalom paddlers on their return to
international action but that logic was thrown out
the window on the opening day of the ICF World Cup in Prague.
Australia’s Jessica Fox, celebrating her 27th birthday, and Great
Britain’s Mallory Franklin, who have spent the past year locked inside
their country borders, relished the opportunity to once again take
on the best in the world by posting the fastest two times in both the
women’s K1 and C1 qualifiers.
Fox took no time finding her groove again as she prepared for her

C1 winner Denis Gargaud Chanut.

third Olympics, posting a time more than two seconds quicker than
Franklin in the K1, while finishing 1.53 seconds behind the English
paddler in the C1.
‘I’m so thrilled to be back; it’s definitely been a long time since we sat
on an international start line so I’m so happy to be here this weekend,’
Fox said. ‘We weren’t sure if we were going to be able to make it. It’s
pure joy out there.
‘I’m really happy with those runs, especially considering I felt quite
nervous. It’s never easy to have a big break from competitions so it’s a
good start and I’m looking forward to tomorrow.’
Germany’s Ricarda Funk posted the third quickest time in the
women’s K1. Italy’s Stefanie Horn, who would compete at her second
Olympics in Tokyo, would be one of the biggest names missing from
the women’s K1 semi finals after striking trouble on both her qualifying
runs.
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Jiri Prskavec winning men’s K1.

Jennifer Fox only managed third.

Franklin would only compete in the C1 in Tokyo, where she was sure
to start as a medal favourite. She underlined her potential on Friday
with the fastest C1 time, which included a two second penalty for a
gate touch.
As part of the preparation for her Olympic debut she wanted all the
competition experience she could get after a year of very little action.
‘I just want to get used to sitting on the start line again,’ Franklin said.
‘I’ve done one race, the Europeans; that was it for so long so I’m just
trying to sit on as many start lines as I can and learn as much as I can for
the Games.
Reigning women’s C1 world champion Andrea Herzog of Germany
also picked up a two second penalty on her way to the third fastest
qualifying time.
Italian Giovanni de Gennaro was quickest in the men’s K1, relishing
the opportunity to once again take on the best paddlers in the world.
He said for most of the competitors the weekend just competing was a
victory.
‘It’s just amazing; we are all so happy just to be here,’ the Italian said.
‘I think the results now are secondary because it is just a great
experience. Being away from this, everybody now appreciates it much
more, all the efforts of the organizers. I’m just super happy to be here
again.’
Brazil’s Mathieu Desnos was second quickest in the K1 while Great
Britain’s Joe Clarke, who would not get the chance to defend his Rio
Olympic gold medal in Tokyo, was third fastest.
In the men’s C1 Germany’s Sideris Tasiadis, fresh from a last gasp
Olympic qualification the previous month, raced like a man with the
weight of the world off his shoulders by posting the quickest time.
‘I felt really good on the start line,’ Tasiadis said.
‘I think for the qualification runs the course setting was good and it
is the first World Cup for one and a half years. My goal is the Olympics
and not the World Cups.
The two time Olympian edged out Tokyo bound Slovenian
Benjamin Savsek by 0.11 of a second, while France’s Rio gold medallist
Denis Gargaud Chanut was third fastest. Like Clarke, Gargaud Chanut
did not qualify to defend his Olympic gold in Tokyo.
Missing from this weekend’s C1 semi final action would be Spanish
three time Olympian Ander Elosegi and Slovenia’s former World Cup
winner Luka Bozic.
Poland’s Klaudia Zwolinska broke through for her first slalom World
Cup gold medal while Czech Jiri Prskavec picked up his fourth title
and confirmed his status as an Olympic medal favourite on the first day
of finals in Prague.
The 22 year old Zwolinska was the final paddler on the course in
the women’s K1 final and held her nerve to overtake team mate Natalia
Pacierpnik for the gold with Jessica Fox third.
Zwolinska and Pacierpnik had been involved in an intense struggle
for Polish Olympic selection with Zwolinska eventually getting the nod.
After numerous World Cup finals, Saturday was Zwolinska’s first
podium.
I’ve had lots of finals but never a medal. I could hear everything when
I was on the start and I knew what I had to do,’ Zwolinska said.
‘Selection was really hard and really stressful so now it a much easier
feeling. Now I just want to prepare for the Olympics. It is a lot of hard
work and I am tired but I have a gold medal and I’m really happy.’
Fox finished 2.24 seconds behind Zwolinska, robbed of a gold medal
by two gate touches which cost her four seconds in penalties. Both the
Polish paddlers had error free runs.
The top six competitors in the men’s final all conquered the Troja
River course without error but it was local knowledge that helped
reigning world champion and 2016 Olympic bronze medallist Jiri
Prskavec take the gold.

It was a third consecutive gold medal in major events for the 28 year
old Czech on his home course and came in the middle of an intensive
pre Olympic training bracket.
‘Every win at home is special but I never imagined I could do such a
thing here in these big races,’ Prskavec said.
‘I came into this race in full preparation for Tokyo so I didn’t expect
to be in good shape so winning like that means I am in a good way and
in a good spot for the Tokyo Games.’
At a time when it is incredibly hard to find anything normal in
the world, Jessica Fox dominating a canoe slalom final and the Czech
Republic picking up gold medals on their home course is always a
reliable bet.
The Australian has been favourite for some time for the gold medal
when women’s C1 makes its Olympic debut in Tokyo and on Sunday
those odds shortened with a devastating performance in the final.
Czech Lukas Rohan finished on the podium for the first time at a
World Cup and made it all the way to the top with a tight win over
three time Olympian David Florence in the men’s C1. Team mate Vit
Prindis made it three gold medals for the hosts over the weekend with a
win in the men’s extreme slalom, while Austria’s Corinna Kuhnle won
the women’s final.
Fox had relished the opportunity to return to the international stage
after more than 12 months of lockdown in Australia, taking the bronze
in the women’s K1 on Saturday and finishing almost five seconds ahead
of the rest of the field in the C1.
‘I’m just really happy to win today and be back in Prague at a World
Cup event after so long; it’s an amazing feeling, to get those start line
nerves and then put down a run I’m proud of. I’m really happy about
that,’ Fox said.
‘It was never about coming here to win; it was about coming here to
race and to see where we are at compared to our competitors because
we haven’t seen them for a long time.
‘I’m really happy with my race today, finally a clean run. It’s always
really challenging on a course like today.’
Fox finished 4.83 seconds ahead of Germany’s reigning world
champion, Andrea Herzog, with local hope Tereza Fiserova taking the
bronze medal.
Rohan gave the Czech Republic its second gold medal of the
weekend with a solid performance in the men’s C1, edging out
Florence by 0.24 of a second despite picking up a two second penalty
for a gate touch.
The Tokyo bound Czech picked up his penalty on the first gate
which encouraged him to take more risks for the remainder of his run.
‘It’s really amazing; it’s a really good Sunday for me but it still seems
funny to me that after a touch on the first gate it became easier and I
made such a good and fast run,’ Rohan said.
‘This is the last race before the Olympics for me and it’s my first
medal at a World Cup. It’s amazing and still a bit crazy for me.
‘Every time there is an advantage for the locals no matter where you
race but the course was very hard, very technical and very physical.’
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K1W: 1 K Zwolinska, Polska, 100.58. 2 N Pacierpnik, Polska, 102.49. 3 J Fox, Australia, 102.82.
4 K Woods, GB, 102.92.
K1M: 1 J Prskavec, Ceská, 90.42. 2 G De Gennaro, Italia, 90.87. 3 M Biazizzo, France, 92.01.
4 J Clarke, GB, 92.54. 14 C Bowers, GB. 15 B Forbes-Cryans, GB.
C1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 105.15. 2 A Herzog, Deutschland, 109.98. 3 T Fiserova, Ceská, 110.76.
4 M Franklin, GB, 111.57.
C1M: 1 L Rohan, Ceská, 97.20. 2 D Florence, GB, 97.44. 3 B Savsek, Slovenija, 99.80.
9 A Burgess, GB, 147.89.
XW: 1 C Kuhnle, Österreich. 2 F Pennie, GB. 3 K Krylova, Rossija. 20 S Ogilvie, GB.
XM: 1 V Prindis, Ceská. 2 F Butcher, NZ. 3 O Tunka, Ceská. 5 J Clarke, GB.
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Slovenian Peter Kauzer was third at a course where he became the
world champion for the first time back in 2009. The future of Spanish
kayaks, Pau Echaniz, was fourth, only 0.01 second behind Kauzer.
Jessica Fox took her Games form to the white water of La Seu with a
La Seu d’Urgell Slalom
mesmerizing World Cup performance.
Australia’s Jessica Fox picked up where she left
The Australian took gold in the women’s C1 final by more than
off in Tokyo the previous month with a stunning
six seconds, to add to the K1 gold she took the previous day. Exciting
performance to win the kayak at the World Cup in
young Spanish paddler Miquel Trave took the gold in the men’s C1, his
La Seu, Spain.
first slalom in a senior men’s event.
Czech Vit Prindis sent out a reminder of his
Fox was fantastic all weekend and on Sunday
quality with a tight win in the men’s K1 at the
she navigated the rapids faultlessly and stopped
third World Cup of the 2021 season.
the clock at 93.07.
Tokyo Olympic bronze medallist in the
She was more than six seconds faster than
women’s kayak event, Jessica Fox, produced the
Czech canoeist Tereza Fiserova, while Nuria
best run in the women’s K1 final to claim her
Vilarrubla from Spain picked up the bronze
eighth World Cup win in kayak but her first
medal on her home course.
on the 1992 Olympic course.
The time Fox produced in the final was so
‘For me it was all about having a good start
fast that she would have finished seventh in the
and feeling tight and fast on the top section,’
men’s canoe final. She was one second up in
Fox said, ‘and when I got through that hard
the first split time but then pushed strongly in
five to six move I felt like I was flying and that
the second part of the course.
I could really build my race. It was a really
‘I think it is hard to make time on the top. I
good run in terms of the execution of all the
Jennifer Fox won both her classes.
really wanted to be solid and safe in the gates, not
ups I wanted to do and improve on my semi
get any penalties,’ Fox said.
final as well.’
‘Once I got through the middle section I was a little bit low in the
The 27 year old Australian was 3.66 seconds faster than Mallory
Franklin from Great Britain who was leading in the semi final while upright under the bridge but tried to keep the speed. I have no arms
Slovakia’s Eliska Mintalova won her first ever World Cup medal. Until left. I really pushed hard.’
The 21 year old Trave was the Spanish hero of the day. He not only
now, the best result for Mintalova at World Cups was fourth place in
won his first World Cup, he won ahead of former C1 world champions
Prague in 2019.
Maialen Chourraut, Tokyo Olympic Games silver medallist and David Florence from Great Britain and Franz Anton from Germany.
The canoeist from the local Cadi club in La Seu d’Urgell was the
Spanish hopeful for the medal in women’s kayak, was just outside the
final in 11th place, along with the 2019 world champion from La Seu, fastest in the semi final but did not feel much pressure starting last in
the final. ‘I used to like to be the last one. It’s the pressure that I love.
Eva Tercelj (SLO), who finished the slalom in 12th position.
It was an exciting men’s kayak final with Vit winning his second Obviously, it was at home. I knew I could do it well. I tried my best and
World Cup at the Spanish venue. The reigning European champion I did really good,’ Trave said.
‘It’s my third or fourth race here at home. I am really happy. I had one
started among the first in the final run but produced a run that kept
touch at the top but I followed the plan. I was calm. It’s good.’
him at the top until the end of the slalom.
The course setting proved to be a real challenge for many top
‘I saw the second half of the race, which was really impressive,’ Prindis
competitors. Olympic champion Benjamin Savsek, reigning world
said.
‘The guys put on the really fast runs. It was four guys in just a half of champion Cedric Joly, Ander Elosegi, Kimberley Woods and Ana Satila
a second, which is not usual. The course was really tricky, with so many are just a few of the favourites who stayed outside the final.
The World Cup glory would reach its climax the following weekend
parts where you can make a mistake. I am happy I put down the run
with double points on offer in Pau and the race for four of the six titles
with just small mistakes. This is a perfect start for me.’
Prindis was 0.36 second faster than Austrian Felix Oschmautz, who still wide open. Vit Prindis and Jessica Fox were both heading to this
took his second silver World Cup medal of the season after a second weekend leading in two title categories with Fox hoping to secure both
the kayak and canoe titles.
placing in Markkleeberg.
Fox held a commanding 38 point lead over Germany’s Elena Apel in
the K1 but had a much tougher challenge in her Olympic gold medal
event, the C1. Fox had 166 points, thanks to two gold medals this year,
but was only six points ahead of Tereza Fiserova, who had picked up a
bronze and two silvers in a consistent season.
Prindis held a five point lead over Italian Giovanni de Gennaro
in the men’s K1 but the big threat might come from Austria’s Felix
Oschmautz, who had finished second at the first two events and had
131 points overall.
Prindis shared the lead with another Austrian, Mario Leitner, in
the men’s extreme slalom. Both paddlers were on 117 points with
Germany’s former world champion, Stefan Hengst, third on 110 points.
A Slovakian headed the leader board in the men’s canoe but was
not one of the three powerhouses who have dominated men’s C1 for
the past decade. The 22 year old Marko Mirgorodsky had 134 points,
Vit Prindis won the men’s K1.
despite not winning a medal so far this year, with Great Britain’s David
Florence on 132 after taking two silver medals.
2017 extreme slalom world champion Caroline Trompeter held
a commanding lead in the women’s extreme slalom category. The
German sat on 140 points but her nearest two rivals, Russia’s Kseniia
Krylova and Austria’s Corinna Kuhnle, would not be contesting the
extreme slalom in Pau.
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Trave edges out Florence

Miquel Trave won on home water.

K1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 89.92. 2 M Franklin, GB, 93.58. 3 E Mintalova, Slovensko, 97.28
K1M: 1 V Prindis, Ceská, 82.76. 2 F Oschmauz, Österreich, 83.12. 3 P Kauzer, Slovenija, 83.26.
C1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 93.07. 2 T Fiserova, Ceská, 99.39. 3 N Vilarrubla, España, 100.43.
4 M Franklin, GB, 100.55. 8 B Forrow, GB, 108.27.
C1M: 1 M Trave, España, 88.81. 2 D Florence, GB, 89.13. 3 F Anton, Deutschland, 90.42.
XW: 1 M Satkova, Ceská. 2 L Jones, NZ. 3 A Satila, Brasil.
XM: 1 B Neveu, France. 2 M Leitner, Österreich. 3 M Munsch, Schweiz.
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Clarke takes bronze

Jennifer Fox won the women’s K1.
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Vit Prindis, men’s K1 winner.

Scots and hosts top results
Holme Pierrepont Slalom
Holme Pierrepont had a slalom of two halves. Saturday was overcast
for the Premier events while Sunday was increasingly sunny for Division
1. Both days were calm and mild. Turnout was reasonable in the
circumstances, especially for the Premier, although a bit thin at the top
end, some of the big names competing abroad.
Half of the top three placings in the divisions were shared equally
between the Scots and Holme Pierrepont club paddlers. Perhaps the
most notable wins were in the women’s Premier classes. Lois Leaver of
Edinburgh Schools won the women’s kayaks by over 6 seconds from
Sophie Ogilvie of the Central Region. Ogilvie, in turn, winning the
women’s canoes by over 12 seconds from Rachel Ellis of the Lee Valley.
Arina Kontchakov of Meridian’s win of over 5 seconds from Zoe
Blythe-Shields in Division 1 C1 was down to a fast and clear second
run.
On the other hand, the Premier men were much closer, Jonny
Dickinson of the Central Region being just 0.74 of a second clear of
Ben Haylett of Holme Pierrepont in kayaks and Kurts Rozentals of
Stafford & Stone a mere 0.19 of a second up on Vittorio Pezzaioli of the
Central Region.
This year’s results will look rather odd but at least a start has been
made with what should have been the eighth Premier slalom of the
year.
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Joe Clarke, placed third.
Vit Prindis is another kayak paddler who has been unstoppable in the
second part of the season. The 32 year old Czech won his second World
Cup this season after being the best the previous week in Spain.
In addition, he won the extreme World Cup slalom in Prague and
finished second in extreme slalom in Markkleeberg. He also won the
European champion title in the first part of the season.
The win in Pau was the seventh canoe slalom World Cup win for
Prindis. He was half a second faster than Slovenian Peter Kauzer, who
celebrated his 38th birthday in Pau. Joseph Clarke was third, 1.25
seconds behind Prindis.
Prindis won the overall World Cup series with a total of 263 points.
Kauzer was second in the overall standings with 239 points and
Giovanni De Gennaro was third with 220 points.
‘I was a little bit worried in the first left up because I was too long
there. I lost a lot of time there. I said to myself I need to cut it more so I
cut the next few ups which was really good. Then I slowed down, took
it easier. I did not do many mistakes,’ Prindis said.
‘I was in the flow, which was good, and I am really happy with the
result.
‘It’s a special feeling. I think it’s a fourth year in a row that a Czech
kayaker is the overall winner so it is amazing. I am happy I proved again
I am one of the best kayakers, which is important for me.’
Czech canoeist Tereza Fiserova finally found the chink in the armour
of Olympic champion Jessica Fox to win the C1 and the overall 2021
season title while 2016 Rio gold medallist Denis Gargaud Chanut
thrilled the home crowd with a win in the men’s C1.
The 23 year old Fiserova could not believe she won her first ever
World Cup slalom after a run of four silver and three bronze medals in
C1.
Fox was very fast on the course but four penalty seconds cost her the
win. At the end Fox was 1.45 seconds behind Fiserova in second place
with German Elena Apel third.
‘It is really amazing. I cannot understand this is possible. I am really
happy. It is everything,’ Fiserova said.
‘I am very nervous before my start but in the finish I crossed fingers
for Jessica and the other girls because I wish podium for other girls.’
The win in Pau, where double World Cup points were awarded, also
meant Fiserova won the overall World Cup standings. She ended the
season four points ahead of Fox and Apel was third.
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Premier Catrin Schroder of Llandysul.

Tereza Fiserova won her C1 event.

Jacob Lines of Frome in Premier.
ICF photographs

Pau Slalom
Camille Prigent, Joseph Clarke, Martina Satkova
and Miquel Trave showed the best runs in the heats
of the final slalom World Cup of the 2021 season at
the Pau-Pyrénées Whitewater Stadium.
France’s Prigent family led the way in women’s
kayak heats. The 23 year old Camille Prigent set the
fastest time of the day in this event, stopping the clock 1.37 seconds
faster than Slovenian Ursa Kragelj.
Romane Prigent finished third in the heats, less than a second and
a half behind her cousin, Camille. Romane was on the podium of last
year’s World Cup race in Pau, finishing second at the time, behind her
team mate Marie-Zélia Lafont.
In the men’s kayak heats the 2016 Olympic champion Joseph Clarke
produced a fastest and penalty free run which brought him the last
starting position in Saturday’s semi final.
The British paddler, who had recently married his longtime
girlfriend, was 0.32 second faster than Italian Giovanni De Gennaro,
while Spanish kayak paddler David Llorente finished third, 0.41 second
behind Clarke.
‘I am trying out the new boat, which I already tried this week. It’s
nice to put it down in the first run,’ Clarke said.
‘It is a tough course out there, a lot to think about. To take the lead in
the qualifications is always nice.
‘Obviously, I would like to make the final and then try to push for a
medal.’
In the afternoon’s canoe heats the Czech Republic’s Martina Satkova
finished first in the women’s event, ahead of Nuria Vilarrubla (Spain)
and Australian Jessica Fox.
The Olympic champion was once again very fast on the course but
Fox picked up four penalty seconds on her way, which resulted in the
third place after the first stage.
Miquel Trave, the winner of the World Cup the previous weekend
in La Seu d’Urgell, continued his strong form on Friday. The Spanish
canoeist produced the best run in the men’s canoe heats and was a little
more than half a second faster than Germany’s Franz Anton, who also
stood on the podium the previous week. Slovenia’s Luka Bozic finished
third in the heats.
Kayak paddlers Jessica Fox and Vit Prindis finished the World Cup
season in style, both winning not only in Pau but also the overall World
Cup series titles.
Fox continued her incredible form in the second part of the World
Cup season. She had won the previous week in La Seu d’Urgell both
in kayak and the canoe events and continued her winning streak on
Saturday with a win in the women’s kayak final but it was a tighter final
this time as the Australian finished 0.72 second ahead of Czech Katerina
Minarik Kudejova and 1.54 seconds ahead of Ursa Kragelj.
Fox also won the overall World Cup series in women’s kayak, ahead
of Luuka Jones from New Zealand and Eva Tercelj from Slovenia.
‘It is an amazing feeling to come out here today, to have some
spectators. We haven’t had them all season; it was really special to be
racing and to win. I am thrilled,’ Fox said.
‘The whole bottom section was really challenging; it’s where I made a
mistake on that run so I really gave everything I had. I had no arms left
at the finish. I couldn’t even see the time at the finish line.’

Local favourite Gargaud Chanut qualified to the men’s canoe final
with an eighth place in the semi final so he was one of the first to start
in the decisive run.
His final was so good he then stayed in the top position until the
very last competitor, the previous week’s winner, Miquel Trave, who was
again the fastest on the course, but, like Fox, four penalty seconds cost
him dearly, pushing him to the sixth place.
Gargaud Chanut produced a clean run and was finally 0.16 second
faster than Olympic champion Benjamin Savsek of Slovenia. It was a
very good day for the Slovenian team as Luka Bozic finished in third
place.
Gargaud Chanut, who moved to Pau from Marseille to train on this
course, was happy with a win.
‘It was a great final run. Two positive things are that I did technically
some good things and I am happy for it,’ he said.
‘The second good thing was that there was public here to cheer
for us and it was a really nice experience, like a big race, like a world
championships. It’s really nice to see the public back.’
Sunday’s win also brought the overall World Cup win to the 2016
Olympic champion, who missed selection for this year’s Olympics.
Gargaud Chanut this year won the only two titles he was missing until
now. In May he became European champion and now overall World
Cup winner.
Benjamin Savsek was second in the world cup standings and Miquel
Trave third overall.
‘That was my goal. I am really happy so far with the season,’ Gargaud
Chanut said, ‘but the world championships is still the big event, major
event. Now I need to rest and focus for the worlds.’

Denis Gargaud Chanut won the men’s C1.
K1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 106.74. 2 K Minarik Kudejova, Ceská, 107.46.
3 U Kragelj, Slovenija, 108.28. 18 F Pennie, GB.
K1M: 1 V Prindis, Ceská, 95.08. 2 P Kauzer, Slovenija, 95.63. 3 J Clarke, GB, 96.33.
16 C Bowers, GB.
C1W: 1 T Fiserova, Ceská, 111.79. 2 J Fox, Australia, 113.24. 3 E Apel, Deutschland, 113.62.
19 B Forrow, GB.
C1M: 1 D Gargaud Chanut, France. 2 B Savsek, Slovenija. 3 L Bozic, Slovenija.
XW: 1 M Wegman, Nederland. 2 A Satila, Brasil. 3 J Fox, Australia.
XM: 1 J Crespo, España. 2 V Prindis, Ceská. 3 C De Dionigi, Italia.
CANOEIST November 2021

William Moir of the Waterside Centre.
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Sprint
Lisa Carrington.

Enriquez/Torres Madrigal.

Vincent-Lapointe and Harrison.

Slow start costs Heath title

Premier paddler Joanna Blythe-Shields.

Veteran Mike Mitchell of Wyedean.
K1WP: 1 L Leaver, Edinburgh Schools/Projecx, 110.99.
2 S Ogilvie, Central Regions Cats/Allatus Unity, 118.35. 3 M Kang, Holme Pierrepont, 119.24.
K1W1: 1 I Medunyak, 125.63. 2 G Shardlow, Holme Pierrepont, 129.19.
3 Z Blythe-Shields, 129.81.
K1MP: 1 J Dickson, Central Regions Cats/Allatus Unity, 97.78.
2 B Haylett, Holme Pierrepont, 98.52. 3 D Paterson, Manchester, 100.49.
K1M1: 1 E Davis, Cheltenham, 107.32. 2 K Rozenthals, Stafford & Stone, 108.18.
3 F Johnson, Frome, 108.44.
VPSat: 1 M Mitchell, Wyedean, 134.35. 2 B Grundy, Harefield, 141.02.
3 P Kettle, Lee Valley, 187.01.
VPSun: 1 J Scott, Proteus, 122.01. 2 M Mitchell, Wyedean, 123.74. 3 B Grundy, Harefield, 125.97.
OffSat: 1 M Dickinson, Stafford & Stone, 111.20. 2 Z Prince, Holme Pierrepont, 116.40.
3 C Massey, Break Out, 130.37.
OffSun: 1 E Dickinson, Stafford & Stone, 100.68. 2 F Yates-Jones, Llandysul/Vajda, 101.06.
3 W Lafford, Wyedean, 108.49.
C1WP: 1 S Ogilvie, Central Regions Cats/Allatus Unity, 129.39.
2 R Ellis, Lee Valley/Neustar, 141.80. 3 J Blythe-Shields, 148.53.
C1W1: 1 A Kontchakov, Meridian/Lee Valley, 129.66. 2 Z Blythe-Shields, 135.00.
3 A Collins, Frome, 141.95.
C1MP: 1 K Rozenthals, Stafford & Stone, 108.47. 2 V Pezzaioli, Central Regions Cats, 108.66.
3 Z Pearson, Holme Pierrepont/Alexandra Workwear, 109.57.
C1M1: 1 J Rennie, Holme Pierrepont, 113.75. 2 A Holmes, Breadalbane, 116.62.
3 B Brown, Holme Pierrepont, 117.81.

Women’s Premier winner Lois Leaver.

C1W participants

To help promote women’s C1 slalom the SCA are conducting a
survey in order to identify barriers. Details are available on the SCA
website.

Fox joins IOC panel

Oliver Cooper of Seren Dwr in Premier K1.
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Jessica Fox has been elected to the IOC Athletes’ Commission. She
has been particularly welcomed as a female and an Australian, looking
towards the 2032 Brisbane Olympics.
Tony Estanguet has stepped down in order to concentrate on being
president of the organizing committee for the 2024 Olympics in Paris.
Both have large collections of desirable slalom medals.
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Olympic Games
Lisa Carrington helped New Zealand to two gold medals,
Cuba won its first ever canoe sprint title and Hungary became
the first country to finish first and second in a race on an action
packed day of racing at the Tokyo Olympics.
Carrington won her third consecutive women’s K1 200 gold
medal and continued an incredible unbeaten run in the event
which stretches back to the year before the London Olympics.
It will be the final appearance of the women’s K1 200 at the
Olympics after three Games, meaning Carrington will be the event’s
only champion.
‘There’s no doubt I’m incredibly gutted that this is the last time this
event will be at the Olympics,’ Carrington said.
‘It’s given me so much and it’s helped me in all my other events
as well. It is special to be the only one but I’m also disappointed
because I was hoping there would be more people that would have the
opportunity.’
Carrington finished ahead of Spain’s 39 year old Teresa Portela, who
finally broke through to take her first Olympic medal at her sixth
Olympic Games. Denmark’s Emma Jorgensen, a silver medallist in the
K1 500 in Rio, picked up the bronze.
Carrington teamed up with Caitlin Regal in the final race of the day
to win the women’s K2 500, holding off a fast finishing Polish boat with
Hungary finishing third. It left Carrington with two medals from two
events as she aimed to become the first to win four canoe sprint medals
at a single Games.
‘I trust her so much and I guess our whole paddling relationship is
based on the trust of one another,’ Regal said.
‘We had a job to do and I 100 per cent trust that she is going to
contribute to that as much as I hope she believes the same. It’s a special
moment to be able to sing the national anthem beside her.’
The silver medal for Poland’s Karolina Naja and Anna Pulawska
continued a remarkable run that has seen the country win a minor
medal at each of the past six Olympics. For Naja it was a first silver after
taking bronze in 2016 and 2012.
Danuta Kozak, a gold medallist for Hungary in the K2 500 in Rio,
had to settle for bronze alongside new partner Dora Bodonyi. Kozak
would now concentrate on winning a third consecutive K1 500 and
on helping the women’s K4 500 defend the gold it won in London and
Rio.
The eagerly anticipated men’s K1 1,000 turned into a Hungarian
triumph with reigning world champion Balint Kopasz leading almost
from start to finish to win his country’s first gold medal in the race for
more than 50 years.
The last time Hungary won the K1 1,000 was in 1968. On Tuesday
they also became the first country to take gold and silver medals in any
canoe sprint Olympic race with 21 year old Adam Varga racing home to
finish second.
‘It’s a huge feeling that I could beat the best champions and
Olympians in this race,’ Kopasz said.
‘It was a very hard and long race but I am in good form and this was
the most important for me. I was mentally and physically perfect, I am
in perfect shape and in the last 200 metres I was able to go with my
maximum speed.’
Portugal’s Fernando Pimenta finished third to take his country’s first
ever individual sprint medal.
Cuba added to the history on Tuesday by winning its first ever canoe
sprint gold medal, courtesy of Fernando Enriquez and Serguey Torres
Madrigal in the men’s C2 1,000.
It was the first medal for 34 year old Madrigal at his fourth Olympic

appearance while 22 year old Enriquez was appearing at his
second Games.
‘I feel amazing because I have been working for this for so
many years and this my last one, so, to get the gold medal finally, I
can retire and be complete,’ Madrigal said.
‘Every year you learn something; you learn when you win
and you learn when you fail so that’s why I am here right now. I
learned for a long time. I just want to enjoy my medal and maybe when
I am home I will decide what to do.’
Lisa Carrington won a third gold medal, Nevin Harrison became
USA’s first ever canoe sprint gold medallist, Hungary’s Sandor Totka
won the last ever Olympic men’s K1 200 gold and Australia snatched a
surprise K2 gold medal on another action packed day of Games action.
Carrington’s win in the women’s K1 500 made her the most
successful New Zealand Olympic competitor of all time with six
medals, five of which were gold, and was also now just one of three to
win three golds at a single Games.
She had a chance to add a fourth gold in the women’s K4 500 on
Saturday. No canoe sprinter had ever won four medals at a single
Games. On Wednesday she beat Hungarian Tamara Csipes and Emma
Jorgensen, the silver medallist from Rio in 2016.
Two time K1 500 Olympic champion Danuta Kozak finished fourth.
The promised showdown between teenager Nevin Harrison and six
time world champion Laurence Vincent-Lapointe in the debut C1 200
lived up to its billing with the 19 year old American landing the gold
medal and rewriting the record books on the way.
Not only was Harrison the first women’s canoe Olympic champion,
she was also the USA’s first ever canoe sprint gold medallist, the first
American medallist since 1992 and the first female medallist since 1964.
Ukraine’s Liudmyla Luzan took the bronze.
Sandor Totka also wrote his name into the history books by winning
the final Olympic men’s K1 200, edging out Italy’s Manfredi Rizza and
defending Olympic champion Liam Heath.
It was Hungary’s and Italy’s first ever medals in the event, which
joined the Olympic programme in London in 2012 but will not be
raced in Paris in 2024.
The men’s K2 1,000 was won by the young Australian duo of Tom
Green and Jean van der Westhuyzen, who pushed hard early before
holding on to defeat Germany’s Max Hoff and Jacob Schopf.
It was Australia’s first ever K2 1,000 gold while the final medal in
a glittering career for Max Hoff. Josef Dostal and Radek Slouf took
bronze, the first medals for the Czech Republic in the men’s K2 1,000.
Lisa Carrington continued to rewrite canoe sprint history on
Thursday, and she was not finished yet.
The 32 year old added the women’s K1 500 to the K1 200 and the
K2 500 gold medals she won on Tuesday, giving her a grand total of
six Olympic medals and making her the most successful New Zealand
Olympic competitor of all time.
Her three gold medals in Tokyo put her alongside fellow New
Zealander Ian Ferguson and Danuta Kozak as the only canoe sprinters
ever to climb to the top of the podium three times during a single
Games and, with the K4 500 still to come, Carrington was less then two
minutes away from becoming the first sprinter to win four medals at
one Olympics.
The much anticipated showdown between Carrington and two time
Olympic champion Kozak in the K1 500 was over by the halfway stage
of the final with the New Zealander charging out to a big lead and with
the Hungarian stuck in a chasing pack.
It was another Hungarian, Tamara Csipes, who tried valiantly to drag
Carrington back to the field but as she remarked after the race ‘Lisa is in
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The Hungarian women’s K4 in the rain.

Sun/Xu.

very good form’. Kozak, a teammate of Csipes in the winning women’s
K4 500 in Rio, finished fourth.
Emma Jorgensen, who joked after taking silver behind Carrington in
the 200 that she hoped the New Zealander would retire soon, picked
up the bronze to go with the 500 silver she won in Rio.
If Carrington started to feel the pressure of a long week in the
sweltering heat she was not showing it and she wouldn’t even
acknowledge she was starting to feel tired, instead expressing her
enthusiasm for her final event starting on Friday.
‘The week has been pretty amazing so far and I’m super excited to
get out there and race with my team mates,’ Carrington said.
‘It’s pretty amazing to be at this point and to have done what I’ve
done. I’m just relishing this moment and then I close it up and move
onto the next thing.’
Of the four events on Carrington’s calendar this week, the 500
loomed as one of the more difficult. Coming after the K1 200 and K2
500 and with two time Olympic champion Danuta Kozak in the field,
it was always likely to be tough, even for the reigning world champion
but Carrington had prepared for this week in the most minute detail.
‘It’s an incredibly tough event, the 500,’ she said.
‘It just requires so much physicality and strategy so it’s a tough race.
I knew that if I could just put my best foot forward I’d have a good
chance today.
Of the history? ‘It’s unreal. It’s not something you ever dream of
doing, especially coming from New Zealand. It’s just been amazing to
be able to pave the way,’ she said.
‘Growing up, to be an Olympian was the epitome of who you
wanted to be; it represented so many good values. I think for me it was
something I never thought I would be able to do. I’ve just taken it as
I’ve gone through my career.
‘It’s amazing. I’m just proud of where I’ve come from.’
Carrington also took time out to praise Kozak, for so long a fierce
rival in both single and team boats and who set the standard with three
gold medals in Rio.
‘I think she is an incredible athlete; she’s been so dominant for such a
long period of time,’ Carrington said.
‘I have the utmost respect for her and what she has been able to
achieve over the past three Olympics now.
‘Hungary is such a dominant force on the water so it’s really cool to
be able to be alongside them.’
That rivalry would continue, perhaps for the last time, in the women’s
K4 500 starting on Friday.
The penultimate day of competition brought mixed results for the
medal favourites at the Sea Forest Waterway with the women’s C2
making its Games debut.
Two time C1 1,000 Olympic champion Sebastian Brendel was one of
those to struggle in the heat, the German needing to race twice to book
a berth in Saturday’s semi finals.
The Canadian women’s C2 combination of Laurence VincentLapointe and Katie Vincent also had to race twice to progress, the four
time world champions beaten into third in their heat.
Chinese world champions Mengya Sun and Shixiao Xu were the
fastest qualifiers in the women’s C2 500 but were not giving too much
away when asked how China was so strong in canoe.
‘It’s a secret,’ Sun said.
‘Maybe after the final we will tell you.
‘We feel really lucky to be here in the first Olympics for the C2 and
want to thank the International Olympic Committee for getting the C2
into the Olympics. It has offered us an opportunity to show how strong
we are.’
Brazil’s Isaquias dos Santos bounced back from the disappointment of
not winning a medal in the men’s C2 to post the quickest time in the
men’s C1 1,000.
‘My goal was to leave Tokyo with two medals and so I was
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Isaquias dos Santos.

disappointed with our results in the C2,’ dos Santos said ‘but a fourth
place is a good result but now I am very focussed on the C1. My goal
now is to leave Tokyo with that gold medal.’
Two major showdowns were looming in the men’s and women’s K4
500 boats, with two time world champions Hungary set to take on a
New Zealand crew that included three time Tokyo gold medallist Lisa
Carrington in the women while Germany and Spain were expected to
fight out the gold medal in the men’s race.
There was an early taste of what to expect in the women’s event with
Hungary and New Zealand drawn in the same heat. Hungary, with K1
500 silver medallist Tamara Csipes and five time gold medallist Danuta
Kozak remaining from Rio, edged out the New Zealand crew.
Kozak was still chasing her first gold for this week after finishing third
in the women’s K2 500 and fourth in the K1 500.
‘I am just forgetting all the stuff from this week and focus on the
K4,’ Kozak said. ‘That heat was good for our soul because we are still
dominant and we want to win so badly,’ Csipes said.
The men’s K4 500 was a new event in Tokyo, replacing the K4 1,000
from previous Olympics. Germany won the gold in Rio but had to
settle for the second quickest qualifying time behind Spain.
Marcus Walz, a K1 1,000 gold medallist from Rio, said the Spanish
team were feeling strong this week.
‘It was good for us to finally get out on the water and see how we are
feeling,’ Walz said. ‘We are looking forward to racing tomorrow, not just
against Germany, but so many other countries who we know are strong
and can race for a medal.’
Brazil, China, Hungary and Germany picked up the final four gold
medals on offer as the sprint programme came to an emotional end at
the Sea Waterway course on Saturday.
Isaquias dos Santos won Brazil’s first ever canoe sprint gold medal,
Mengya Sun and Shixiao Xu picked up a first female Olympic gold
medal for China, the German men’s K4 finally broke through for their
country’s first gold medal of the week and the Hungarian women’s K4
won their third consecutive Games crown.
The win for the Hungarian women’s K4 gave Danuta Kozak a sixth
career gold medal, moving her into outright second on the overall
canoe sprint table and ended a frustrating week where she took bronze
in the K2 500 and missed a medal in the K1 500.
‘I was a little bit sad because I couldn’t make the other races a good
race so that made me a little bit frustrated,’ Kozak said ‘but after the end
I could do the K4 and I am very proud of everyone and the team.’
The silver medal went to Belarus while Poland took the bronze. New
Zealand had to settle for fourth, denying Lisa Carrington the chance for
a record fourth Olympic medal in Tokyo.
There were emotional scenes for Isaquias dos Santos after he won the
men’s C1 1,000, the first Olympic gold medal in sprint for Brazil.
Dos Santos, a three time medallist in Rio, dedicated his gold to his
former coach, who died from a brain tumour in 2018.
‘I still can’t believe it but it has always been my dream after Rio to
come here and win a gold medal,’ dos Santos said.
‘The last five years have been really hard, especially after the passing
of my coach, Jesus Morlan, so we had to overcome this and work even
harder to win a medal.’
China’s Hao Liu took the silver while Moldova’s Serghei Tarnovschi
took the bronze. In Rio Tarnovschi also took the bronze, only to have it
removed after a positive drug test.
It was also an emotional day for Ronald Rauhe, who helped
Germany to a K4 500 gold medal at his sixth and final Olympic
appearance.
The Germans fought a tough battle against Spain to win that
country’s only gold medal of the week.
‘It’s hard for me to describe my emotions; today it was clear that I
would do my last stroke and I’m just happy and really really proud that
we finished first,’ Rauhe said.
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‘We had a challenge with the Spanish; it was close. I’m just happy that
I can finish my career with a good one. I feel good to end everything.’
Spain finished with the silver and Slovakia the bronze.
The first ever women’s C2 500 event went the way of China with
Mengya Sun and Shixiao Xu winning their country’s first ever canoe
sprint gold medal. ‘We are so happy; it is a big honour for us to come to
the Olympics for the first time and compete here,’ Sun said.
‘We told each other before the race that there was no pressure and
not to let pressure destroy us. We just wanted to show what we had
trained to do at home. We just wanted to treat it like normal training.’
Ukraine’s Liudmyla Luzan and Anastasiia Chetverikova took the silver
while Laurence Vincent-Lapointe and Katie Vincent took the bronze.
New Zealand and Hungary finished the week as the most successful

nations, winning three gold medals each, while there were single golds
for Germany, Cuba, Brazil, Australia, China and the USA.
Hungary finished with six medals overall while 16 countries finished
on the medal table.

ICF

200m: K1W: 1 L Carrington, NZ, 38.120. 2 T Portela, España, 38.883.
3 E Jorgensen, Danmark, 38.901. 8 D Kerr, GB, 40.409.
K1M: 1 S Totka, Magyarország, 35.080. 2 M Rizza, Italia, 35.080. 3 L Heath, GB, 35.202.
C1W: 1 N Harrison, USA, 45.932. 2 L Vincent-Lapointe, Canada, 46.786.
3 L Luzan, Ukraina, 47.034.
500m: K1W: 1 L Carrington, NZ, 1:51.216. 2 T Csipes, Magyarország, 1:51.855.
3 E Jorgensen, Danmark, 1:52.773.

Britain most successful nation
Paralympic Games
Several gold medal favourites found the going tough while
others underlined why they are the athletes to beat on the
opening day of paracanoe competition at the Tokyo Paralympic
Games.
Among those to impress in Thursday’s rain were Ukraine’s
reigning KL1 Paralympic gold medallist, Serhii Yemelianov, Great
Britain’s Charlotte Henshaw, Emma Wiggs and Laura Sugar, Hungary’s
Peter Pal Kiss, Brazil’s Fernando Rufino de Paulo and Germany’s Edina
Mueller.
Australia’s Curtis McGrath was almost disqualified for racing outside
his lane before finishing third in his KL2 heat and then hit the finish
line buoy after crossing first in the VL3 heat but would still progress
straight to the final.
Ukraine’s double world champion, Maryna Mazhula, was beaten into
second in the women’s KL1 heat and missed direct qualification into the
final while Brazil’s Caio Ribeiro de Carvalho finished fourth in his heat
of the men’s VL3 and would also race in the semi final.
McGrath was aiming to become the first paracanoe athlete to win
two gold medals at a single Paralympic Games but had to work hard on
the opening day of competition.
‘I had a rudder issue in my kayak, which was my fault; maybe it was
weed,’ McGrath said.
‘When I warmed up it was fine but when I raced it wasn’t.
Thankfully, it happened in the heat and not the final.
‘This is not like rugby or judo. I don’t have to fight anyone or get
anyone to make mistakes. I just need to come down my lane and be
confident in my ability to do that. So far it’s been okay; we’ll have
another hit out tomorrow and hopefully we’ll fix everything up.’

Charlotte Henshaw’s meteoric rise through the women’s KL2
ranks had her as a gold medal favourite in a sport she only took
up post Rio 2016.
She breezed through her heat on Thursday, dispelling
any concerns she had about her lack of recent international
competition.
‘It’s been such a long time since we raced internationally, more
than two years since we’ve been on an international start line,’ Henshaw
said.
‘It’s a huge relief to be here and be racing. When you work for five
years for something and you’re not sure if you are going to get that
opportunity it can be quite hard.
‘When the Games went ahead in Rio I’d never sat in a kayak before
so now to be here and representing on the biggest stage is a real
privilege.’
Ukraine’s Serhii Yemelianov arrived in Tokyo unbeaten at an
international level since winning the KL3 in Rio in 2016 and showed
he deserves to be considered as the hottest favourite in Japan with a
blistering win in his Thursday heat.
In an ominous sign for opponents the 28 year old said he felt in
better form than he did in Rio.
‘Yes, I am feeling stronger now,’ he said.
‘It’s only the start here but I’m feeling good. All athletes can do well
but I am hoping to continue my record.’
Hungarian teenager Peter Pal Kiss was on course to become
paracanoe’s youngest ever gold medallist after winning his heat of the
KL1 in style.
‘I worked hard on my focus this morning. I’m so happy just to be
here,’ Kiss said.

Serhii Yemelianov.

Peter Kiss.

Curtis McGrath.

Charlotte Henshaw taking the Women’s L2 win from Emma Wiggs.
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Robert Oliver placed third in Men’s L3.
‘I don’t know if I should be favourite but I hope I can win it.’
Germany’s Edina Mueller caused one of the major upsets on the
opening day, outsprinting Ukraine reigning world champion Maryna
Mazhula in their heat of the women’s KL1.
‘I actually planned to be going to the semi final because I knew I
would have a battle with the Ukranian athlete so I’m even more happy
now that I can concentrate 100 per cent on the final,’ Mueller said.
‘I saw I was ahead at about 150 metres and I thought I just need to
push through. She’s an amazing athlete but I knew I’ve been fast this
year as well but I didn’t think I would be first in this race.
Peter Kiss and three champions from Rio in 2016 won the four gold
medals on offer on the first day of paracanoe finals on Friday.
Australia’s Curtis McGrath and Serhii Yemelianov both successfully
defended the gold medals they won in Brazil while Wiggs won the first
ever women’s va’a final.
The 18 year old Kiss became the youngest ever paracanoe Paralympic
gold medallist and the first teenager to triumph after posting a
convincing win in the men’s KL1 final. Kiss smashed his own personal
best time to finish more than two seconds ahead of Brazil’s Luis Carlos
Cardoso da Silva with Frenchman Remy Boulle third.
‘This is such a wonderful feeling, to be here and having won almost
every competition in the past three years,’ Kiss said.
‘I’m pretty satisfied that I have managed to achieve so much at such a
young age. Obviously there is much more to come but I really feel the
work we have done has paid out.’
McGrath and Yemelianov both continued incredible runs of success
which have seen both unbeaten since winning in Rio five years ago but
McGrath had some nervous moments, having to progress through the

KL2 semi finals. He said the isolation of being locked down in Australia
had made it hard to prepare for Tokyo.
‘The biggest distraction for me has been not being able to compete,
not being able to put the pressure on myself and put the pressure on
everyone else,’ McGrath said.
‘I’m grateful I had the opportunity to blow out the cobwebs
yesterday and rectify the faults from yesterday.
‘In Rio it was all so new to me; now I’m more experienced, a
little bit older but I felt really comfortable. Yes, the nerves get up
but that means it means something to me. I’m super happy with my
performance.’
Yemelianov also faced the toughest challenge in five years of racing
with Leonid Krylov of the Russian Paralympic Committee pushing the
Ukranian all the way to the finish.
Just one second ended up splitting the pair with Great Britain’s
Robert Oliver taking the bronze six weeks after being diagnosed with
Covid.
‘It’s a difficult job, a big job. Five years is a long time and I’m very
tired. I want a vacation,’Yemelianov said.
‘This was a close race because it is the Paralympic Games. It’s not the
European or world championships or a World Cup; this is much more
difficult because it is the Paralympic Games.’
Tears flowed freely for Emma Wiggs after her victory in the women’s
VL2. In Rio she won the women’s KL2 but had struggled since those
Games with a persistent wrist injury which had threatened to derail her
career.
‘I had a really rocky nine months of feeling completely lost and
probably for the first time in my life I felt disabled,’ Wiggs said.

Jeanette Chippington racing in Women’s L2.
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Women’s L3 winner Laura Sugar.
‘The help and support I got then was really crucial to getting me here
today, both from family and the professionals we get support from.
‘I’ve learned so much about myself. I’ve done a lot of work to be
more than just a paddler but I think that has helped me become a better
paddler. I’m just so grateful.’
Australia’s Susan Seipel took the silver medal with British team mate
Jeanette Chippington taking the bronze to maintain her perfect record
of winning a medal at all of her seven Paralympic appearances.
Curtis McGrath completed a golden double, Great Britain added
another two gold medals and Germany and Brazil both triumphed on
the final day.
Charlotte Henshaw in the women’s KL2 and Laura Sugar in the
women’s KL3 took Great Britain’s gold medal tally in Tokyo to three,
the same result the country achieved when paracanoe made its debut in
Rio in 2016.
Germany’s Edina Mueller added the women’s KL1 gold medal to the
gold she won in basketball at the 2012 London Paralympics while the
man they call ‘the Steel Cowboy’, Fernando Rufino de Paulo, won for
Brazil in the men’s VL2.
The 33 year old McGrath became the first paracanoe athlete to win
two gold medals at a single Games when he added the VL3 title to the
KL2 gold he had successfully defended 24 hours earlier but he said he
never really thought about the prospect of creating history.
‘Very happy to have this all done; it’s been a long road and everyone
has worked really hard to get here,’ McGrath said.
‘It wasn’t something that I was aiming for so I’m just thankful my
race came together and I could push through for the gold.’
Brazil’s Giovane Vieira de Paula took the silver while Stuart Wood
continued Great Britain’s final day medal frenzy with a bronze.
Charlotte Henshaw had never sat in a kayak until after the Rio
Paralympics but on Friday added her name to the UK paracanoe glory
board with an emphatic win in the women’s KL2.
Henshaw switched to paracanoe after three Paralympics as a swimmer,
where she took a silver and a bronze medal.
‘I didn’t switch sports to win a gold medal but I’d by lying if I said I
didn’t want to complete the set,’ Henshaw said.
‘It looks lovely, the bronze and the silver, but it looks much better
when there is one of each colour. I knew I wanted to try and do it. I
mean I wouldn’t be involved in the Paralympic movement if I didn’t
want to win a gold medal but I didn’t ever assume it would be an easy
road and it hasn’t been at all.
‘I just knew that I wanted a new challenge and I just knew that there
was an opportunity for me to learn something new. I had no idea if I’d
be any good so it was a real stab in the dark. I’m very fortunate to have
found another sport that I love as much as I love swimming.’
Team mate and defending 2016 champion Emma Wiggs took the
silver and Katalin Varga took Hungary’s first ever women’s paracanoe
Paralympic medal by finishing third.
Laura Sugar took up paracanoe even later, crossing from track and
field in 2018. The 12 month delay to Tokyo gave her an extra year to
learn the sport and on Friday she won Great Britain’s second gold of
the day and the third for the week by triumphing in the women’s KL3.

‘It’s all a bit of a blur, really,’ Sugar said.
‘I’d always just done kayaking recreationally and always enjoyed it but
I always thought it was just for wheelchair athletes because that was all
that I had seen. The minute I got in the boat I loved it.
‘Obviously, I was devastated when the Paralympics got delayed but it
gave me a chance to really hone in on that technique and to catch up. It
put me in great stead to be faster here than I would have been last year.’
France’s Nelia Barbosa took the silver and Germany’s Felicia Laberer
the bronze.
Team mate Edina Mueller expressed surprise when she beat reigning
world champion Maryna Mazhula in the heats of the women’s KL1 but
then repeated the performance on Friday to win her second Paralympic
gold medal.
‘My heat gave me so much confidence for the final,’ Mueller said.
‘There is not so much difference in feeling for the medals. There is a
team behind me. I did not win this medal on my own. Yes, I was alone
on the 200 metres but there is so much more to it.
‘In the end what I do before the race, how I train, it’s my
responsibility. I have to decide what’s good for me and what works, so of
course it is a little different to win an individual medal.’
Ukraine’s Mazhula took the silver and Katherinne Wollerman took
Chile’s first paracanoe Paralympic medal by finishing third.
Five years ago Rufino de Paulo had to withdraw from his home
Olympics because of a health scare but on Friday he charged to his
country’s first paracanoe Games gold medal in the men’s VL2.
The former rodeo bull rider, who claims to have had more than 80
accidents in his life, said he was determined to make up for lost time.
‘This win represents all my work since I was a cowboy until now,’
Rufino said.
‘This represents every time I said no to parties, to keep my head
focussed, and all those times I had to leave my family.’
Great Britain finished the paracanoe competition as the most
successful nation, taking three gold, one silver and three bronze medals.
Australia was second with two gold and one silver and Brazil finished
third with a gold and two silver.
There were 11 countries who won medals over the three days of
competition.

ICF

200m: K1WL3: 1 L Sugar, GB, 49.582. 2 N Barbosa, France, 51.558.
3 F Laberer, Deutschland, 51.868.
K1WL2: 1 C Henshaw, GB, 50.760. 2 E Wiggs, GB, 51.409. 3 K Varga, Magyarország, 52.622.
K1WL1: 1 E Mueller, Deutschland, 53.958. 2 M Mazhula, Ukraina, 54.805.
3 K Wollerman, Chile, 55.921.
K1ML3: 1 S Yemelianov, Ukraina, 40.355. 2 L Krylov, Rossija, 40.464. 3 R Oliver, GB, 41.268.
K1ML2: 1 C McGrath, Australia, 41.426. 2 M Syniuk, Ukraina, 42.503.
3 F Mancarella, Italia, 42.574. 7 D Phillipson, GB, 43.348.
K1ML1: 1 P Kiss, Magyarország, 45.447. 2 L Cardoso da Silva, Brasil, 48.031.
3 R Boulle, France, 48.917. 8 I Marsden, GB, 52.848.
V1WL2: 1 E Wiggs, GB, 57.028. 2 S Seipel, Australia, 1:01.481. 3 J Chippington, GB, 1:02.554.
V1WL3: 1 C McGrath, Australia, 50.537. 2 G Viera de Paula, Brasil, 52.148.
3 S Wood, GB, 52.760.

CANOEIST November 2021

65

Charlotte Henshaw.

Peter Kiss.

Laura Sugar.

Britain top paracanoe nation
World Championships
Great Britain’s Charlotte Henshaw successfully defended her
VL3 paracanoe world title in Copenhagen and said she hoped
to get the chance to contest the event at the 2024 Paralympics in Paris.
The women’s VL3 has been put forward by the ICF for inclusion
in Paris, based on the growing numbers in the sport and the depth of
talent. Henshaw, who won the women’s KL2 in Tokyo, said the VL3 is
ready for the Paralympics.
‘You’ve seen it here; we had two heats which is the first time that’s
happened. It’s a competitive race even before it is announced as part of
the Paris programme,’ Henshaw said.
‘I really love that race. After Tokyo I had to get myself reset, to go
back and do a few days of training, get over the jetlag and then get reset
for this, not knowing what state my mind or my body was going to be
in. I just wanted to enjoy this week.’
Henshaw finished ahead of British team mate Hope Gordon, with
Ukraine’s Nataliia Lahutenko third.
In two non Paralympic finals decided on the Thursday, Artur
Chuprov of the Russian Canoe Federation won the men’s VL1 final
from Chile’s Robinson Mendez and Italian Alessio Bedin while
Lillemor Koeper of Germany won the women’s VL1 ahead of team
mate Esther Bode and France’s Celine Brulais.
In other events there were strong performances from Tokyo Olympic
and Paralympic medallists in their first major event since Japan.
Paracanoe gold medallists Peter Kiss from Hungary in the men’s KL1,
Serhii Yemelianov of Ukraine in the men’s KL3, Great Britain’s Laura
Sugar and Henshaw in the KL3 and KL2 respectively, Germany’s Edina
Mueller in the women’s KL1 and Brazil’s Fernando Rufino in the VL2
all won their heats comfortably.
The early rounds of the canoe sprint event produced few surprises.
Denmark’s Emma Jorgensen was the main hope for the host nation
this week, following her two bronze medals at the Tokyo Olympics.
On Thursday she breezed through her heat of the K1 200m in front
of an enthusiastic crowd.
‘It was very nice to get started after the Olympics. I think my arms
and in my mind it has been tough to get over the Olympics,’ Jorgensen
said.
‘It’s nice not to have to take a flight to go somewhere; basically, I can
sleep in my own bed.’
Hungary’s Balint Kopasz showed he had not lost any form since
winning at the Tokyo Olympics, cruising to a heat win in the men’s K1
1,000m to book his ticket straight into the weekend’s final.
He said staying focused after Tokyo was challenging but he wanted to
defend his world title.
‘It was hard because I would like to have relaxed after the Olympic
Games,’ he said, ‘but I trained a lot because this world championships is
very important for me and several other competitors I think.

Fernando Ruffino.
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‘My main aim is to keep the world champion title.’
Hungary began its quest for a fourth consecutive women’s
K4 canoe sprint world title with an impressive first round win
in Denmark on the Friday.
Hungary had won eight of the past nine world titles and came
with three of the crew members who won at the Tokyo Olympics the
previous month.
The Hungarians posted the quickest time in the heats, edging
our Belarus, the Tokyo silver medallists and the only country to beat
Hungary at a world championships since 2009.
Anna Karasz, who was a member of the winning crew in 2014 and
2018 and who won in Tokyo, said the small change should not change
the rhythm of the boat although preparation time for Copenhagen had
been limited.
‘Since Tokyo we’ve just had two sessions with the girls; we didn’t
have much opportunity to train together,’ Karasz said, ‘but we found the
harmony with the girls. We didn’t have a big change. I don’t feel there is
a big difference.
‘Life has been busy for the past month, a lot of events and we also had
to do the training so it was exhausting sometimes. Now I’m just happy
to race again and to finish the season here.’
The men’s K2 500m and C2 500m will become Olympic events in
Paris in 2024, replacing the 1,000 metre races. The change in distance
has produced several new combinations, including the German pairing
of Tobias Schultz and Martin Hiller, fastest qualifiers in Friday’s heats.
‘We had some races last year but our preparations for here
only started one week ago because Martin was at the U23 world
championships,’ Schultz said.
‘It’s a new challenge. We are looking forward to Paris 2024. It’s a good
start for us in this new Olympic cycle.’
Spain’s Cayetano Garcia and Pablo Martinez were the fastest
qualifiers in the men’s C2 500m, the second addition to the Paris 2024
programme.
In other Olympic events, Poland’s Dorota Borowska posted the fastest
time in the women’s C1 200m while New Zealand’s Aimee Fisher
signalled her return to top level competition with a slashing time in the
women’s K1 500m, more than two seconds faster than the next quickest
time.
Great Britain’s domination of international paracanoe events
continued with two more titles on the Friday.
Paralympic champion Emma Wiggs successfully defended her VL2
world title, while Jack Eyers pipped his British teammate Stuart Wood
to take the men’s VL3. Brazil’s Fernando Rufino added the men’s VL2
world title to the Paralympic gold in Tokyo two weeks previously.
Great Britain was the most successful paracanoe nation in Tokyo,
winning three gold, a silver and three bronze medals. On Friday Wiggs
won her ninth ICF world title and her third in VL2.

Schultz/Hiller.
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Maryna Mazhula.

Fernando Pimenta.

Conrad Scheibner.

‘It’s a great finish to the year; it’s been a long year for me,’ Wiggs said.
‘It’s been quite hard. I thought I would be able to just switch it back
on but the recovery has taken a lot longer than I thought but I just did
my best and tried to get the job done.
‘I’m going to take a bit of a break now and then I’ll get back to
training and see what is around the corner.’
The Russian Canoe Federation’s Mariia Nikiforova took the silver
while Brazil’s Debora Benevides finished third.
Jack Eyers lost out in a tough qualification battle with Stuart Wood
for Tokyo Paralympic selection but received some compensation on the
Friday when he pipped his British team mate for the VL3 gold.
‘It had a very strange atmosphere coming in for me,’ Eyers said.
‘Watching the guys compete in Tokyo, I had a couple of emotions.
One was real disappointment of not being there but the other was
excitement for the seven medals.
‘Coming into today almost felt like I had already raced. I felt like my
season was over already so I really did have to put myself back up. This is
awesome. I’m buzzing; it hasn’t really sunk in.’
Wood finished just point one of a second behind Eyers with
Ukraine’s Vladyslav Yepifanov taking the bronze.
Tokyo Paralympic gold medallist Fernando Rufino lived up to his
nickname as the ‘steel cowboy’ with an impressive win in the men’s VL2,
his first world title.
Rufino, who claims to have had 80 accidents, including being struck
by lightning, during his life, beat Spain’s Higinio Rivero and Tokyo
bronze medallist Norberto Mourao of Portugal.
‘Paralympic champion, world champion, what a year,’ Ruffino said.
‘Paris 2024, here I come.’
Ukraine picked up three gold medals and Great Britain two on the
final day of paracanoe competition on the Saturday.
Peter Kiss picked up the final medal on offer, retaining his KL1 world
title and adding to the Paralympic gold he took in Tokyo this year.
‘It was really hard for me; two weeks ago I went to the Paralympics
and I won, then I had to get motivated for this,’ Kiss said, ‘but I did
it and I won. I came here to defend my title and I’m really looking
forward to Paris but I really want to hold onto my world championship
and European titles.’ Brazil’s Luis Silva finished second with Hungary’s
Robert Suba taking the bronze.
Ukraine enjoyed its best single day result at a paracanoe world
championships with Serhii Yemelianov and Maryna Mazhula retaining
their men’s KL3 and women’s KL1 titles respectively and Mykola
Syniuk taking his first men’s KL2 title.
Mazhula returned to the top of the podium after the disappointment
of missing gold in Tokyo, turning the tables on Paralympic gold
medallist Edina Mueller.
‘It was really hard to lose in Tokyo but it also taught me how to be
stronger emotionally,’ Mazhula said.

‘It was so challenging but I trained physically and mentally to get
back to first place.
Chile’s Katherinne Wollermann repeated her bronze medal result
from Tokyo.
Serhii Yemelianov won his fourth consecutive men’s KL3 world title,
adding to the second Paralympic gold in Tokyo two weeks earlier. He
had not been beaten since before the Rio Olympics.
‘It’s been a good year but I have a dream of being four time
Paralympic champion and 10 times world champion so I have half my
goal,’Yemelianov said.
‘I was tired in Tokyo; now I’m exhausted but I am happy. It has been
a hard year.’
Great Britain’s Robert Oliver added the silver medal to the bronze he
won in Tokyo while Spain’s Juan Valle took the bronze.
Mykola Syniuk celebrated the best result of his career with gold in
the men’s KL2, adding to the silver he won behind Australia’s Curtis
McGrath in Tokyo.
‘It’s an unbelievable feeling. I have trained so hard to win my first
gold medal,’ Syniuk said.
Italy’s Federico Mancarella, a bronze medallist in Tokyo, finished
second while Austrian six time world champion Markus Swoboda
finished third.
Charlotte Henshaw picked up her second gold medal of the week,
successfully defending her KL2 world title and ending a successful
season which also included a Paralympic gold medal.
‘It’s felt so long; the last few weeks have really felt like it’s been a five
year cycle,’ Henshaw said.
‘I’m just really happy to get the job done today. My body and mind
are pretty tired right now so that was the challenge, just to put down a
good run.’
In a repeat of the result from Tokyo, Emma Wiggs finished second and
Hungary’s Katalin Varga took the bronze.
There was also a British one-two in the women’s KL3 with Tokyo
gold medallist Laura Sugar taking her first world title, ahead of team
mate Hope Gordon.
‘I had never won a world title before this year so to win two in the
space of two weeks is pretty incredible,’ Sugar said.
‘I didn’t feel as good today. I think it’s taken it out of me a bit from
Tokyo. I had to dig deep in the second half after not a very good start so
I’m really happy to have had the fight today.’
France’s Nelia Barbosa, the silver medallist behind Sugar in Tokyo,
finished with the bronze.
Great Britain finished the paracanoe world championships on top of
the medal table with six gold medals, followed by Ukraine with three
gold.
Portugal’s Fernando Pimenta reclaimed his world title, Conrad
Scheibner took over the mantle as Germany’s canoe powerhouse,

Jack Eyers, Men’s L3 winner.

Stuart Wood in the same class.
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Luzan/Chetverikova.

Katie Vincent.

Ukraine picked up two gold medals and Hungarian champion Danuta
Kozak teamed with Tamara Csipes to win her 15th world title.
Finals in five Olympic events were held on Saturday with Pimenta
winning the men’s K1 1,000m, Scheibner the men’s C1 1,000m,
Ukraine’s Liudmyla Luzan and Anastasiia Chetverikova won the
women’s C2 500m, their team mates took the men’s K4 500m gold and
Kozak and Csipes won the women’s K2 500m.
Pimenta returned to the position of world champion for the first
time since 2018, holding off reigning world champion and Tokyo gold
medallist Balint Kopasz over the 1,000 metres. Pimenta had to settle for
bronze in Japan.
‘When I arrived in Portugal I needed to take some days of rest, no
training, completely off, and when I started back training it was the
most bad experience of my life,’ Pimenta said.
‘It was so hard to once again follow the training plan, have the long
training sessions. I think in the past two weeks I had better feelings and
now I’m happy with this result.’
Kopasz took silver with Aleh Yurenia finishing with the bronze.
Liudmyla Luzan and Anastasiia Chetverikova took silver in the
women’s C2 500m in Tokyo but went one better in convincing style in
Copenhagen on the Saturday.
‘We are so happy; it was a very hard race because the weather was not
so good,’ Chetverikova said.
‘Tokyo was hard for us but this is a great finish to the season for us.’
Alena Nazdrova and Nadzeya Makarchanka of Belarus took the
silver while Cuba’s Yarisleidis Duboys and Katherin Segura secured the
bronze.
Conrad Scheibner was disappointed with his sixth placing in
the men’s C1 1,000m at the Tokyo Olympics but became world
champion on the Saturday with a dramatic last gasp win over the Czech
Republic’s Martin Fuksa.
German team mate Sebastian Brendel has been the biggest name in
men’s canoe for a decade but Scheibner is ready to take over the crown.
‘This year has been really long,’ Scheibner said.
‘After Tokyo, when I wasn’t satisfied, I wanted to show everyone I was
capable of winning and, luckily, I did here.
‘I was winning most of the races against Sebastian this season and I
also proved it in Tokyo but I’m really happy to have him as a role model
to motivate me to train to become the athlete I am now.’
Fuksa finished with silver and Hungarian Balazs Adolf the bronze.
Legend Danuta Kozak grabbed her 15th world title when she teamed
up with Tamara Csipes to win the women’s K2 500m, again in a last
gasp result over Belarus’s Volha Khudzenka and Maryna Litvinchuk.
The pair had limited preparation for the world championships, having
to also focus on K4 and the K1 500m for Csipes.
‘It’s good to win this race but we feel our year has been very long so
we are glad we could do this today,’ Kozak said.
‘This was our fifth session so we didn’t have much time to prepare
but we were faster at home on the training sessions,’ Csipes said.
‘This was our most important race so it was relief to win.’
Belgium’s Hermien Peters and Lize Broekx took the bronze.
Oleh Kukharyk, Dmytro Danylenko, Igor Trunov and Ivan Semykin
combined to win Ukraine’s first ever men’s K4 gold medal, outlasting
crews from Slovakia and the Czech Republic to win the 500m.
‘We have been waiting for this day, to say to our world we would win
and we would go home with the gold,’ Kukharyk said.
‘One month ago we came to our camp and our team believed in us.
We are the best team in the world; you don’t look at the physics. You
look at the soul; our soul is very strong.’
A major changing of the guard took place on the Sunday with three
first time world champions and two title holders reclaiming their gold
medals in Olympic class events.
Canada’s Katie Vincent and Aimee Fisher stepped out from the
shadows of high profile team mates, Italy took its first ever C2 men’s
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Craciun/Santini.

500m gold, Spain returned to the top of the podium in the men’s K2
500m after a four year absence and the Belarus women’s K4 500m
ended an even longer drought, returning as world champions after six
years.
Katie Vincent had never won a senior world championship medal in
the women’s C1 200m before the Sunday, having watched as her team
mate and C2 partner Laurence Vincent-Lapointe took six of the past
eight titles but Vincent finally broke through on Sunday, outsprinting
Spain’s Antia Jacome and Dorota Borowska.
‘All this hard work for the past few years to get to this point and now
I’m looking forward to the future,’Vincent said.
‘I really feel like this is the beginning; there is a long road to go for
me. I’m really looking forward to worlds next year at home, to be the
reigning world champion added into a home world championships will
be super exciting.
‘I have ups and downs since Tokyo; there were a lot of emotions and
things to process and there still is. It kept me going and I reconnected
with my love for this sport.’
Aimee Fisher also won her first K1 500m world title, a race in which
team mate Lisa Carrington was the reigning world champion and
current Olympic champion. Fisher was controversially left out of the
New Zealand Tokyo Olympics team.
‘That was so special, so special for everyone back home,’ Fisher said.
‘It’s been tough. It’s definitely had its moments when I wanted to
walk away, to give up because I didn’t think I could do it, but this is the
icing on the cake to come here today and show to myself that I can do
this.
‘It’s very liberating to have so much ownership over my sporting
pursuits. There’s been a few times when there’s been tears and I wanted
to run away and leave the venue but pressure is a privilege.’
Olympic silver and bronze medallists Tamara Csipes and Emma
Jorgensen of Denmark once again filled the minor placings on Sunday.
Italy won its first ever C2 500m world title, an event which will be
added to the Paris 2024 Olympic programme. Nicolae Craciun and
Daniele Santini won their first title as U23 paddlers in Europe eight
years ago.
‘We are so excited we made Italian history, so, for us, it is very
important, the first gold medallists and world champions in this
Olympic distance for Italy,’ Craciun said.
‘From this world championships begin a new Olympic cycle so to
start with this win is very good for us.’
Hungary’s Jonatan Hajdu and Adam Fekete finished second while
Viktor Melantev and Vladislav Chebotar took bronze for the Russian
Canoe Federation.
Spain’s Marcus Walz and Rodrigo Germade last won the men’s K2
500m world title in 2017 and, after just scraping into Sunday’s final,
returned to the top of the podium in an event which will also be added
to the 2024 Olympic schedule.
‘It’s been tough to get to the final; it’s been tough to train after the
Olympic Games.
It was difficult to maintain our physical performance,’ Walz said.
‘We’ve done one of the best races in our life. We have been doing the
K2 500 together for a few years; we love this distance. We love paddling
together.
‘Finally, this race is an Olympic event so this is great and we are very
happy so for now we want to keep paddling together.
Tobias Schultz and Martin Hiller took the silver and Slovakians
Samuel Balz and Denis Mysak the bronze.
The only team to beat the Hungarian women’s K4 in the past nine
years was Belarus back in 2015 and on Sunday the exact same quartet
again inflicted a rare defeat on the reigning Olympic champions.
Marharyta Makhneva, Nadzeya Liapeshka, Volha Khudzenka and
Maryna Litvinchuk celebrated a decade of paddling together with a nail
biting finish.
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‘It happened because we believe in ourselves every time and, finally,
after so many second and third places, we won,’ Khudzenka said.
‘It’s a great result for us and our country. We are like a puzzle and
together we make one big piece. Every time we believed it could
happen and it happened right now.’
Hungary finished just point one six of a second behind Belarus with
the Russian Canoe Federation taking the bronze.
The International Canoe Federation has congratulated host country,
Denmark, for staging a memorable paracanoe and canoe world
championships in incredibly challenging circumstances.
For the first time ever the sprint world championships were held in
the same year as an Olympic Games, after Tokyo 2020 was postponed
owing to Covid 19. There was also ongoing uncertainty because of
travel restrictions and concerns about the spread of Covid but almost
700 competitors from more than 50 countries took part in the week’s
event, which also marked the 100th birthday of the Danish Canoe
Federation. New world champions were crowned and some familiar
names returned to the podium top.
‘After such a difficult period for the event organizers, this year’s world
championships have been an absolute credit to everyone involved,’ ICF
President Jose Perurena said.
‘There has been so much uncertainty for more than one year but the
Danish Canoe Federation has met every challenge presented to it.
‘We are very proud to have been part of the Danish Canoe
Federation’s centenary celebrations and thank them for hosting this very
special event.’
The Danish Canoe Federation, together with the host cities of
Copenhagen, Gladsaxe, Lyngby-Taarbæk and Sport Event Denmark,
staged the 2021 canoe sprint and paracanoe world championships on
behalf of the ICF. Danish Canoe Federation president Tom Faurschou
said the success was a team effort.
‘I am proud, happy and grateful,’ he said, ‘proud of a well staged world
championships and the many great Danish results, happy with the many
side events and school visits and, not least, grateful for all the many,
many volunteers.
‘Together with the host cities and Sport Event Denmark we received
much international appraisal for our hosting.’
Lars Lundov is the CEO of the Danish national sporting event
organization, Sport Event Denmark, and said the world championships
were a great opportunity to showcase what his country has to offer and
can achieve at major international competitions.
‘Nothing beats medals at home,’ he said.
‘Congratulations to the Danish medallists. In Denmark, we have
a proud tradition of Olympic and world championship medals in
canoeing and we have an equally proud tradition of staging major
canoeing events.
‘In 2013 Denmark hosted the ICF worlds in the marathon distance,
in 2015 an ICF World Cup in sprint and in the pipeline we have
European and worlds canoe marathon.’
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200m: K1W: 1 E Jorgensen, Danmark, 39.98. 2 A Lucz, Magyarország, 40.71.
3 N Podolskaia, Rossija, 40.79.
K1WL3: 1 L Sugar, GB, 47.77. 2 H Gordon, GB, 48.25. 3 N Barbosa, France, 48.78.
K1WL2: 1 C Henshaw, GB, 48.73. 2 E Wiggs, GB, 50.70. 3 K Varga, Magyarország, 52.02.
K1M: 1 A Di Liberto, Italia, 34.78. 2 P Menning, Sverige, 34.81. 3 R Akmens, Lietuva, 34.95.
14 N Dembele, GB.
K1ML3: 1 S Yemelianov, Ukraina, 39.54. 2 R Oliver, GB, 40.68. 3 J Valle, España, 41.04.
9 J Young, GB, 43.40.
K1ML2: 1 M Syniuk, Ukraina, 41.77. 2 F Mancarella, Italia,41.96.
3 M Swoboda, Österreich, 42.88. 5 D Phillipson, GB, 43.73. 7 N Beighton, GB, 44.69.
K1ML1: 1 P Kiss, Magyarország, 45.94. 2 L Silva, Brasil, 46.30.
3 R Suba, Magyarország, 47.86.
C1W: 1 K Vincent, Canada, 46.52. 2 A Jacome, España, 46.79. 3 D Borowska, Polska, 46.90.
8 K Reid, GB, 48.11.
V1WL3: 1 C Henshaw, GB, 59.33. 2 H Gordon,. GB, 1:00.69. 3 N Lahutenko, Ukraina, 1:02.09.
V1WL2: 1 E Wiggs, GB, 57.55. 2 M Nikiforova, Rossija, 1:05.11. 3 D Benevides, Brasil, 1:06.30.
V1ML3: 1 J Eyers, GB, 50.01. 2 S Wood, GB, 50.13. 3 V Yepifanov, Ukraina, 50.55.
V1ML2: 1 F Paulo, Brasil, 53.93. 2 H Rivero, España, 56.21. 3 N Mourao, Portugal, 56.54.
K2W: 1 Kovnir/Dolgova, Rossija, 37.41. 2 Kiss/Lucz, Magyarország, 37.65.
3 Putto/Kolodzieczck, Polska, 37.67.
C2W: 1 Coco/Corbera, España, 43.88. 2 Duboys/Segura,Cuba,43.89.
3 Bragato/Nagy, Magyarország, 44.37.
500m: K1W: 1 A Fisher, NZ, 1:48.08. 2 T Csipes, Magyarország, 1:49.00.
3 E Jorgensen, Danmark, 1:49.85. 12 D Kerr, GB.
K1M: 1 M Borykau, Belarus,1:38.87. 2 J Ribeiro,Portugal,1:39.88.
3 M Florstedt, Deutschland, 1:40.04. 12 D Johnson, GB.
C1W: 1 M Mailliard, Chile, 2:05.09. 2 L Luzan, Ukraina, 2:05.77.
3 A Nazdrova, Belarus, 2:05.86. 7 K Reid, GB, 2:10.95.
K2W: 1 Kozak/Csipes, Magyarország, 1:40.42. 2 Khudzenka/Litvinchuk, Belarus,1:40.70.
3 Peters/Broekx, België, 1:42.15. 4 Kerr/Russell, GB, 1:43.62.
K2M: 1 Walz/Germade, España, 1:29.04.2 Schultz/Hiller, Deutschland, 1:30.01.
3 Balaz/Mysak, Slovensko, 1:30.09. 15 Atkins/Thomson, GB.
C2W: 1 Luzan/Chetverikova, Ukraina, 1:55.85. 2 Nazdrova/Makarchanka, Belarus, 1:57.12.
3 Duboys/Segura, Cuba, 1:57.70.
K4W: 1 Belarus, 1:32.55. 2 Magyarország, 1:32.71. 3 Rossija, 1:35.30.
K4M: 1 Ukraina, 1:20.19. 2 Slovensko, 1:20.59. 3 Ceská, 1:20.69. 15 GB.
1km: K1W: 1 A Gazso, Magyarország, 3:56.04. 2 L Broughton, GB, 3:59.29.
3 P Knudsen, Danmark, 4:00.32.
K1M: 1 F Pimenta, Portugal, 3:25.82. 2 B Kopasz, Magyarország, 3:26.49.
3 A Yurenia, Belarus, 3:50.47. 8 C Smith, GB, 3:35.63.
K2W: 1 Kovnir/Dolgova, Rossija, 37.41. 2 Kiss/Lucz, Magyarország, 37.65.
3 Putto/Kolodzieczck, Polska, 37.67.
K2M: 1 Kernen/Nathell, Sverige, 3:13.70. 2 Jensen/Graversen, Danmark, 3:14.46.
3 Noe/Kulfai, Magyarország, 3:14.83.
5km: K1W: 1 E Kohalmi, Magyarország, 22:57.48. 2 J Egan, Ireland, 22:58.58.
3 L Broughton, GB, 22:59.45.
K1M: 1 B Noe, Magyarország, 20:02.96. 2 F Pimenta, Portugal, 20:03.19.
3 M Pedersen, Danmark, 20:13.25. 8 D Johnson, GB, 20:49.34.
C1W: 1 V Klimava, Belarus, 26:18.94. 2 Z Kisban, Magyarország, 26:37.32.
3 M Mailliard, Chile,26:39.51. 11 B Gill, GB, 29:11.37.

Russell/Dembele so close to medal in U23 mixed K2
J/U23 World Championships
The Hungarian women’s junior and U23 canoe sprint team
delivered an extraordinary performance on the first day of
medal races at the world championships, winning seven of the
eight titles up for grabs in Portugal.
The Hungarians were ruthless in their performance, notching up
wins in both junior and U23 races and in both canoe and kayak. Only
Germany’s Annika Loske in the women’s U23 C1 500m stood in the
way of a clean sweep by the world powerhouse sprint nation.
Among the Hungarian winners were reigning European champions
Alida Gazso in the U23 K1 500m, Agnes Kiss in the junior C1 500m,
and Sara Fojt in the junior K1 500m.
There were also gold medals for Hungary in the women’s U23 C2
500m, the junior C2 500m, Emese Kohalmi in the U23 K1 1,000m and
Anna Maro in the junior K1 1,000m.
Medals in the men’s competition were more evenly spread with
Germany picking up two titles, Spain two and single gold medals for
Russia, Moldova and Italy.
Germany’s Martin Hiller held off Denmark’s reigning European
champion Thorbjorn Rask to win the men’s U23 K1 1,000m while
team mate Moritz Adam triumphed in a strong U23 C1 1,000m field.
Spain’s Alex Graneri led from start to finish to win the junior K1
1,000m.

It was Russia’s turn to shine on day three with the nation
picking up five of the 14 gold medals on offer.
Hungary continued its strong form with another three gold
medals, Belarus won two and host nation Portugal, Canada,
Denmark and Poland all picked up wins.
The Russian charge was led by a strong junior team who picked
up half the gold medals on offer on Sunday, including wins to Iuliia
Babashinskaia in the K1 200m, Anna Pivovarova in the C1 200m and
the C2 and K2 men’s 500m races.
Poland’s K1 200m men’s European champion, Jakub Stepun, held
his firm to win the world title while Frederikke Matthiesen took
Denmark’s gold in the women’s U23 200m sprint.
The women’s U23 C1 200m final was one of the closest races of the
day with Canada’s Sophia Jensen, racing for the first time in the older
age division after domination of junior events, holding on by just 0.14
of a second to beat Georgia’s Mariami Kerdikashvili.
Pedro Casinha provided the excitement for the Montemor-o-Velho
crowd with a stirring win in the men’s junior K1 200 metres. It was the
first gold medal of the event for the host nation.
With one day of competition remaining, Hungary continued to lead
the medal table with 10 gold and 18 overall, ahead of Russia on five
gold and 12 medals in total. So far 19 countries had won medals, with
18 golds on offer on the final day.
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GB has biggest Paralympic team

Hungary finished the ICF junior and U23 canoe sprint world
championships the way they began, taking seven gold medals on the
final day.
All seven gold medals came in team boats, underlining the depth in
the powerful Hungarian team. They were particularly strong in women’s
events, where they took all the medals on offer on the Monday.
Russia also enjoyed a strong finish, picking up three gold medals,
while Canada grabbed another two gold on the last day, including to
Connor Fitzpatrick in the men’s U23 C1 500m.
Alex Graner i picked up his second individual gold of the
championships with a win in the men’s junior K1 500m and Georgia’s
Aleksandre Tsivtsivadze took his country’s first gold with victory in the
men’s junior C1 500m.
Serbia’s Bojan Zdelar defeated European champion Thorbjorn Rask
in the men’s U23 K1 500m, giving his country their only gold medal of
the weekend.
There were also gold medals on the final day to Germany, Ukraine
and Belarus.
Hungary finished the world championships at the top of the medal
table with 17 gold and 29 medals in total.
Russia was second with nine gold and 22 in total with Germany
third with five gold and a total of 18.
A total of 21 countries won medals over the four day event.
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Anna Pivovarova winning the Junior Women’s C1.

Sophia Jensen won the U23 Women’s C1.
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200m: K1WJ: 1 I Babashinskaia, Rossia, 40.773. 2 L Ujfalvi, Magyarország, 40.880.
3 T Besharah, Canada, 41.090. 13 K Armstrong, GB.
K1WU23: 1 F Matthiesen, Danmark, 40.288. 2 K Kolodziejczyk, Polska, 40.673.
3 A Dolgova, Rossija, 40.695.
K1MJ: 1 P Casinha, Portugal, 35.661. 2 D Platash, Ukraina, 35.931.
3 L Kurucz, Magyarország, 36.248. 18 R Clarke, GB.
K1MU23: 1 J Stepun, Polska, 34.720. 2 F Spurio, Italia, 35.160.
3 M Jedinak, Slovensko, 35.217. 12 N Dembele, GB.
C1WJ: 1 A Pivovarova, Rossija, 47.480. 2 R Opavszky, Magyarország, 47.850.
3 E Pageau, Canada, 47.970. 18 E Kendall, GB.
K1WU23: 1 F Matthiesen, Danmark, 40.288. 2 K Kolodziejcyzk, Polska, 40.673.
3 A Dolgova, Rossija, 40.695.
C1WU23: 1 S Jensen, Canada, 46.593. 2 M Kerdikashvili, Sakartvelo, 46.739.
3 K Szperkiewicz, Polska, 47.153. 15 S Sullivan, GB.
K2WJ: 1 Kisco/Decsi, Magyarország, 38.492. 2 Jensen/Winther, Danmark, 39.505.
3 Arsuaga/Arsuaga, España, 40.009.
500m: K1WJ: 1 S Fojt, Magyarország, 1:52.154. 2 P Jagsch, Deutschland, 1:53.074.
3 I Babashinskaia, Rossija, 1:54.024. 16 G Anderson, GB.
K1WU23: 1 A Gazso, Magyarország, 1:49.195. 2 M Dostanic, Srbija, 1:51.852.
3 F Matthiesen, Danmark, 1:52.635. 14 E Russell, GB.
K1MJ: 1 A Graneri, España, 1:41.558. 2 L Kurucz, Magyarország , 1:42.691.
3 I Gaudet, Canada, 1:44.508. 13 X Hinves, GB.
K1MU23: 1 B Zdelar, Srbija. 2 T Rask, Danmark. 3 D Kernen, Sverige. 12 N Dembelle, GB.
C1WJ: 1 A Kiss, Magyarország, 2:10.269. 2 B Fernandes, Portugal, 2:12.126.
3 A Kovaleva, Rossija, 2:12.180.
C1MJ: 1 A Tsivtsivadze, Sakartvelo, 1:55.300. 2 M Karataev, Rossija, 1:55.576.
3 M Chihaia, Moldova, 1:57.150.
C1MU23: 1 C Fitzpatrick, Canada, 1:50.506. 2 N Pickert, Deutschland, 1:50.573.
3 P Fuksa, Ceská, 1:50.989.
K2WJ: 1 Fojt/Ujfalvi, Magyarország, 1:47.845. 2 Ragwitz/Jagsch, Deutschland, 1:48.585.
3 Pecsukova/Sidova, Slovensko, 1:51.778. 8 Armstrong/Armstrong, GB, 2:00.622.
K2WU23: 1 Biben/Bako, Magyarország, 1:42.719. 2 Hofmann/Hergert, Deutschland, 1:43.992.
3 Leaniuk/Kavalenka, Belorus, 1:44.142.
K2MixJ: 1 Stramke/Graf, Deutschland, 1:45.508. 2 Decsi/Panyik, Magyarország, 1:46.568.
3 Del Gratta/Panizzutti, Italia, 1:46.955.
K2MixU23: 1 Neumiarzhytskaya/Zakharanka, Belarus, 1:45.227. 2 Caddell/Wolgamot, USA,
1:45.840. 3 Farstad/Bock, Danmark, 1:46.234. 4 Russell/Dembele, GB, 1:46.600.
K2MJ: 1 Laskorunski/Mamtsev, Rossija, 1:31.269. 2 Garcia/Garcia, España, 1:33.243.
3 Ozsgyani/Keller, Magyarország, 1:33.543. 11 Cabrera/Pirmuhamedov, GB.
K2MU23: 1 Zakharanka/Kravets, Belarus, 1:32.941. 2 Kurschat/Thordsen, Deutschland,
1:33.231. 3 Opavszky/Fodor, Magyarország, 1:33.411. 7 Atkins/Thomson, GB, 1:35.335.
C2MixJ: 1 Gonczol/Boszormenyi, Magyarország, 2:03.409.
2 Moreno/Dominguez, España, 2:03.639. 3 Pugacheva/Bots, Rossija, 2:03.665.
C2MixU23: 1 Plomteux/Jensen, Canada, 1:58.592. 2 Jacewicz/Koliadych, Polska, 2:01.142.
3 Shkarneha/Tereta, Ukraina, 2:02.012.
K4WJ: 1 Magyarország, 1:39.301. 2 Deutschland, 1:40.517. 3 España, 1:41.207.
K4WU23: 1 Magyarország, 1:36.319. 2 Deutschland, 1:38.742. 3 Rossija, 1:39.412.
K4MJ: 1 Rossija, 1:22.077. 2 España, 1:22.723. 3 Deutschand, 1:22.223.
K4MU23: 1 Ukraina, 1:24.268. 2 Polska, 1:24.968. 3 Rossija, 1:25.282. 5 GB, 1:27.228.
1km: K1WJ: 1 A Maro, Magyarország, 4:02.385. 2 B Sidova, Slovensko, 4:06.265.
3 M Allendorf, Deutschland, 4:09.876. 13 R Pemble, GB.
K1WU23: 1 E Kohalmi, Magyarország, 3:56.925. 2 A Paludova, Ceská, 4:00.645.
3 M Petrusova, Slovensko, 4:01.432. 6 E Russell, GB, 4:05.942.
K1MJ: 1 A Graneri, España, 3:35.727. 2 L Kurucz, Magyarország, 3:38.030.
3 J Graf, Deutschland, 3:38.274. 9 Z Tarver, GB, 3:48.011.
K1MU23: 1 M Hiller, Deutschland, 32:32.011. 2 T Rask, Danmark, 3:33.498.
3 U Kravets, Belarus, 3:34.231. 10 C Smith, GB.
C1MJ: 1 M Chihaia, Moldova, 4:00.018. 2 M Karataev, Rossija, 4:00.028.
3 J Boettinger, Deutschland, 4:01.741.
C1MU23: 1 M Adam, Deutschland, 3:53.875. 2 C Fitzpatrick, Canada, 3:55.015.
3 P Fuksa, Ceská, 3:57.055. 18 A Leech, GB.
K2MJ: 1 Goribar/Caballero, España, 3:19.560. 2 Grosser/Winkelmann, Deutschland, 3:20.644.
3 Aradi/Panyik, Magyarország , 3:21.441. 11 Tarver/Hinves, GB.
K2MU23: 1 Hammer/Paufler, Deutschland, 3:14.900. 2 Henry/Keller, France, 3:16.917.
3 Szendy/Szabo, Magyarország, 3:17.107.
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Szeged Regatta
The fight for ten European canoe sprint Olympic quotas
got underway in Szeged, Hungary, as the final country
lineup for this year’s Olympics slowly came together.
The battle for the one boat quota available in each of the
10 races was intense on the opening day of competition
but would lift to another level on Thursday with a ticket to
Tokyo on offer for the winners.
Eight different countries would take the fastest qualifier into the next
day’s finals, including Georgia and Moldova, while the Italians had the
fastest qualifier in both the men’s C1 1,000 and the women’s K1 200.
Three time Olympian Rene Poulsen was in a desperate battle to get
to his fourth Games and the Dane was a comfortable winner in his heat
of the men’s K1 1,000.
He was pipped by Serbia’s Bojan Zdelar for the quickest time but
said he was just happy to be back on the water after a challenging 12
months.
‘I had a big mental trauma which I found out in 2019 so I had time
to work on it and spend some time figuring out how to solve it and
how to work with it,’ Poulsen said, ‘so both physically and mentally it’s
been great for me. I think everybody is a bit nervous, because nobody
has been competing. Because it’s been such a long time since we had
international competition we don’t know where we are compared to
everyone else.’
Portugal’s Joana Vasconcelos posted the quickest time in the women’s
K1 500, Georgia’s Miriami Kerdikashvili was fastest in the new
Olympic event, the women’s C1 200, and Hungary’s Kolos Csizmadia
showed he would be tough to beat in the men’s K1 200.
Italy would be eying off two additional Olympic quotas on the
Thursday after 2016 Olympian Carlo Tacchini was quickest in the men’s
C1 1,000 and Francesca Genzo was very impressive in winning her heat
of the women’s K1 200.
On Monday it was confirmed Great Britain would get a second
quota for Tokyo, in the women’s K1 500. Deborah Kerr was second
quickest in the women’s K1 200 and said the news this week had
relieved some of the pressure.
‘There’s been a bit of a generational shift on our team and a lot of us
are still pretty young so to just be out here is really exciting,’ Kerr said.
‘Yesterday we had confirmed that we have an extra spot for Tokyo so
today is just all about trying to secure another one. This is probably the
best I’ve felt for a couple of years.’
In the two person boats, Moldovan brothers Oleg and Serghei
Tarnovschi were quickest in the men’s C2 1,000, Simon Sculdt-Jensen
and Morten Graversen of Denmark would go into the men’s K2 1,000
final as the fastest crew and Sarah Bruessler and Melanie Gebhardt had
kept German hopes alive for Olympic qualification in the women’s K2
500 with a quick time in their heat.
Paracanoe quotas were confirmed on the penultimate day of qualifiers
on Friday.
Blake Haxton, who competed at the 2016 Paralympics in para
rowing, would get the chance to compete in two sports in Tokyo after
successfully qualifying for the men’s VL2 in paracanoe.
‘I hadn’t really raced until last year and I really didn’t know how this
race would go,’ Haxton said.
‘I’m surprised. I hoped to stick around and maybe get to Paris and
make that team soto get here and qualify, I really hadn’t let myself think
this was a possibility. I didn’t want to get my hopes up.
‘Now I get to go. This is pretty unreal, really. I’m having a blast. I’m
going to double up. I’m going to give it a shot. I’ll need to do my
homework; there’s a couple of days off in between. I figured we won’t
know unless we try.’
Brazil’s Fernando Rufino de Paulo already had his ticket booked
for Tokyo and confirmed his medal prospects with a strong win in the
men’s VL2.
Rufino was eying off both the VL2 and KL2 in Japan.
‘It’s so good to be back here in Szeged, where I won my ticket for
Tokyo,’ he said.
‘I’m so proud to represent Brazil. I’m yellow and green. I’m looking
forward to representing millions of people in Tokyo. I believe so much
in our team and in our potential.
Brianna Hennessy struggled to hold back the tears after booking her
ticket to Tokyo in the women’s VL2, less than 12 months after sitting in
a kayak for the first time.
The Canadian became a tetraplegic after being hit by a speeding taxi

Deborah Kerr.
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while crossing the road in 2014, putting at threat an active sporting
career that included ice hockey, field hockey, boxing and rugby.
‘For me the best part of it is to be able to inspire others that have had
a catastrophic accident or that have disabilities, that you don’t have to
stop believing in yourself or your dreams,’ Hennessy said.
‘I’ve been an elite athlete all my life before my accident so it’s an
absolute honour to be able to represent my country. Once you find the
new perspective that there is strength in the struggle then it starts to
mean a lot more and you find yourself again.’
Russia’s Mariia Nikiforova, already qualified for Tokyo, won the
women’s VL2.
Spain’s Adrian Mosquera made the decision to cross from KL3 to
VL3 because he felt it gave him a better chance of getting to Tokyo and
on Friday that decision paid off when he won the final and secured a
Paralympic ticket.
‘In my first race in Vaá I finished 4th and now, after training hard all
the winter, now I am a champion. It’s incredible,’ Mosquera said.
‘At the start of the season I was unsure but as time passed the sessions
in the water were much better. This sensation, to be going to Tokyo,
is the best. This has been my dream for four years; now reality, it’s
unbelievable.’
Eddie Potdevin was also set for his first Paralympics after the former
motocross rider secured a quota for France in the men’s VL3.
It’s been a long two years for the Frenchman, who had hoped to
secure his quota in Szeged in 2019.
‘It’s been very difficult for me; two years ago I wanted to qualify at
the world championships but I couldn’t do it,’ Potdevin said.
‘Today is very special for me, my family, my wife, my coach. I have
been working every day to make it happen but it has been very difficult
in the conditions but the problem is now finished; it is a good day in
Szeged.’
Many of the world’s best sprint paddlers finally returned to full
international competition on Friday.
After two days of watching the European Olympic qualifiers, paddlers
from the rest of the world got their chance to join the competition and
to test their progress after more than one year of restricted competition.
The first of the finals would be contested on Saturday but the scene
had been set for some thrilling contests after preliminary rounds on
Friday. The men’s K1 1,000, which has had three different world
champions since the 2016 Rio Olympics, was once again shaping as one
of the races of the weekend.
Reigning world champion, Balint Kopasz of Hungary, recorded the
fastest time in the semifinals but Czech Josef Dostal and Portugal’s 2018
world champion, Fernando Pimenta, also impressed in the perfect racing
conditions but all three would be watching closely Germany’s Jacob
Schopf, who had been given an opportunity to prove himself in the K1
after successfully partnering three time Olympian Max Hoff to a world
title in 2019.
21 year old Schopf had a relaxed semifinal and was looking forward
to testing himself in Saturday’s final.
‘I was a little bit nervous before the race but I’m happy that I can
manage this and now I would like to see what I can do in the final,’
Schopf said.
‘I don’t have any expectations, just to get some experience hopefully
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for the Olympic Games. We will see. If it is okay what I do here then
maybe but first I have to qualify for the German team.
‘The K2 is already the most important boat for me. Max and I are not
only partners but we are a crew. We are strong together and the K2 is
the most important boat for me. The K1, I think it is a little bit for the
ego but I will see what I can do.’
Schopf and Hoff later teamed up to post the fastest time in the men’s
K2 1,000 and to lock away their place in Sunday’s final.
In other Olympic classes, Germany’s Sabrina Hering-Pradler and Tina
Dietze posted the quickest time in the women’s K2 500, three time
world championship silver medalists Virag Balla and Kincso Takacs of
Hungary were fastest in the women’s C2 500 and Serghei Tarnovschi
was fastest in the men’s C1 1,000.
Germany’s three time Olympic gold medallist, Sebastian Brendel, was
not contesting the C1 1,000 in Szeged but teamed up with Tim Hecker
to progress straight to the final of the men’s C2 1,000.
The fastest qualifers were Cuba’s Serguey Madrigal and Fernando
Enriquez.
Germany picked up three gold medals and the next generation of
world class canoe sprint paddlers showed they are ready for the sport’s
biggest stage with triumphant displays on Saturday.
The 18 year old American Nevin Harrison, 21 year old Jacob Schopf
and 25 year olds Emma Jorgensen of Denmark and Conrad Scheibner
of Germany all sent out a warning on the eve of the Tokyo Olympics
that they are ready to shine.
In winning the men’s K1 1,000 final, Schopf confirmed all the
rumours that have been circulating in canoeing circles for some time
that he was easily the fastest male paddler in the German team.
On Saturday he outgunned the past two ICF world champions and
the best in the world from 2014.
‘It was nearly a perfect race for me. I showed my best performance
but I think there are also things I can do better,’ Schopf said.
‘I didn’t think I could win here so now I think I’m happy but I’m
also confused. I showed what I can do in the K1.
‘I think I can do both the K1 and K2; we are trying here to see if I
can do it and I think I can.
‘The K2 is my most important boat and that is still the fact.’
Nevin Harrison would turn 19 in two weeks’ time and showed she
had not lost any speed in the women’s C1 200 during the pandemic.
Harrison was the defending world champion and would be looking to
become the first Olympic champion in the new event in Tokyo.
‘It’s been a journey for sure. I’m excited to see what I can do in about
two and a half months,’ Harrison said.
‘Definitely there’s been some pressure lifted off me as I’ve become
more accustomed to racing at this level but there’s been the added
pressure that there are a lot of people counting on me.
‘I just hope I don’t let them down and I don’t let myself down.
Rio 2016 gold medallist Liam Heath emerged from a difficult
lockdown period in Great Britain to remind fellow competitors he is
still the favourite for the K1 200 in Tokyo. Heath held on by a fingernail
to take the gold.
‘It was an incredibly tight race, as you would expect in a race of such
high class athletes after a year of absolutely no racing,’ Heath said.
‘It’s really good to get out here and race again. Last year I just trained
in my back garden but I’m feeling pretty strong. There’s still a bit of fine
tuning to go; it’s just around the corner but there is still a way to go. I’m
hoping to peak for the Olympics.’
The absence of New Zealand’s Lisa Carrington and Hungary’s
Danuta Kozak threw the race for the women’s K1 200 wide open.
Emma Jorgensen grabbed the opportunity with both hands.
‘The most important thing was to see where I am and where the
other girls are who are headed to Tokyo,’ Jorgensen said.
‘Right now it seems good but there is still some time to go so we
need to go home and train some more.’
Sebastian Brendel has dominated the men’s C1 1,000 for a decade but
on Saturday it was teammate Conrad Scheibner who took the honours.
Brendel was only racing the C2 in Szeged but Schreibner believed
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his strong win from lane one should have put him in the picture for
German Olympic team selection.
‘I had the feeling I could really achieve something off the start,’
Schreibner said.
‘I hope this result proves my capabilities. I’m really looking forward
to what’s coming this season. After two years of almost no international
competition it was hard to know where I was.’
The third German gold medal came in the women’s K2 500 with
Sabrina Hering-Pradler and Tina Dietze making a clear statement to
German team selectors in their first race together.
Their teammates, Sarah Bruessler and Melanie Gebhardt, secured the
K2 500 Olympic quota on Thursday, providing a headache for German
team management.
‘Sabrina is the best paddler in our team so I am very happy to race
with her,’ Dietze said, ‘But we need more races. I think it was good to
win because we hope we will go in the K2 to the Olympics. We will
wait for the coaches to tell us.’
In non Olympic events, Hungary’s Emese Kohalmi took gold in the
women’s K1 1,000, Spain’s Marcus Walz and Rodrigo Germade won
the men’s K2 500 and teammates Cayetano Garcia and Pablo Martinez,
fresh from earning Spain a C2 1,000 quota during the week, won the
men’s C2 500.
Ukraine’s Liudmyla Luzan, a bronze medallist in the women’s C1 200,
took the C1 500 and Hungary’s Bence Nadas won the men’s K1 500.
The emotion that comes with earning a place at a Paralympic Games
was on full display as the last available quotas for Tokyo were decided.
Among those who shed tears freely were Helene Ripa and Poland’s
Kamila Kubas, finally confirmed for the Tokyo Paralympics after more
than 12 months of uncertainty.
Alongside the Paralympic qualifiers, a handful of paddlers already
confirmed for Tokyo took the opportunity to have a rare international
race,and underlined their medal potential for the Games.
Ukraine’s Serhii Yemelianov and Maryna Mazhula, who have
dominated the men’s KL3 and women’s KL1 respectively since Rio
2016, again greeted the judge first on Saturday.
Hungary’s Peter Pal Kiss in the men’s KL1, Germany’s Anja Adler
in the women’s KL2 and Great Britain’s Laura Sugar in the women’s
KL3 were able to race without the pressure of needing to qualify and
responded with strong victories in the near perfect race conditions.
Ripa would compete at a fourth Paralympic Games, less than one
month after she turned 50.
After a nervous 12 months she picked up one of the final quotas on
Saturday.
‘I’ve struggled so hard for this and I never stopped believing in myself
but it’s been so hard,’ an emotional Ripa said after her race.
‘Just to make this is such a relief. After my world championship gold
in 2018 I thought this was going to be a straight journey but there have
been so many downfalls so, just to make this today, I’m so happy and
proud of myself that I kept on fighting.
‘Even though I haven’t done all that I wanted to do it’s still enough
and it can only get better from here.
British paddler David Phillipson went to the last three Paralympic
Games as a wheelchair tennis player.
‘I did more than I expected to do. I’m chuffed,’ he said. ‘I got the spot
I needed. My goal was Tokyo all along and, for it to come down to the
wire like this, it was a lot of stress and hard work but it’s paid off.’
Teammate Laura Sugar relished the opportunity to race again against
the best in the world after a long period of lockdown in the UK and
is set to go to her second Paralympics but her first as a paracanoe
competitor.
‘It was definitely worth testing myself against a strong field to see
how the last 18 months have gone,’ Sugar said.
‘I knew I was going faster than I was two years ago when I was
still new at the sport. It’s really great in Britain that I also have Hope
Gordon and we keep pushing ourselves all the time.
‘To be at the Paralympics in a sport that is so thrilling will be so
amazing.’
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Brazil’s Fernando Rufino de Paulo was sure to turn heads in Tokyo
with his eyecatching hair styles but it would be on the water where
he was likely to make his greatest statement. On Saturday he won the
men’s KL2 final to go with the VL2 he won 24 hours earlier.
New Zealand’s Corbin Hart, at just his first international paracanoe
regatta, was off to his first Paralympic Games after successfully qualifying
in the men’s KL3.
‘It’s been quick, hard, fast; it’s been amazing,’ Hart said.
‘I just can’t thank my team at home enough. I just can’t wait to see
what the next three months brings for me.
‘There’s only a few people in the world who can say they’ve been
to a Paralympics. I’m proud of myself; it’s pretty cool for a 16 month
turnaround.’
Others to qualify for Tokyo on Sunday included Kamila Kubas in the
women’s KL2 and Japan’s Yoshimi Kaji in the women’s KL3.
Six countries were set to make their paracanoe Paralympics debut
following confirmation of the final quota allocations for this year’s
Tokyo Games.
With 100 days to go to the start of this year’s Paralympics, the
ICF could confirm Russia, Belarus, India, Kazakhstan, Portugal and
Uzbekistan were first time countries in a list of 28 nations set to
compete in Japan.
There were 26 countries competing when paracanoe made its first
appearance at a Paralympics in Rio
There had been 90 quotas issued for Tokyo, an increase from 60 when
paracanoe made its Paralympic debut in Rio in 2016. There would be
three new events in Japan, with two va’a races for men and one va’a for
women.
Great Britain was the most successful nation in Rio with five medals
and would have the biggest team in Tokyo after qualifying eight boats.
Russia wouldl have seven boats on its Paralympic debut, the same as
Brazil, while Hungary and host nation Japan would have six each.
‘With 100 days to go the excitement is really building ahead of this
year’s Tokyo Paralympics,’ ICF paracanoe committee chairman John
Edwards said.
‘We have just completed a very successful and very exciting final
qualifying event in Hungary and the excitement on the faces of those
athletes who were able to secure quotas for Tokyo really brought home
how important these Games are.
‘Paracanoe athletes like everyone else have really struggled during the
covid pandemic so to now finally have a light at the end of the tunnel
has lifted a lot of spirits and to see new countries ready to experience
competition on the world stage is a great thrill for our sport.’
Eleonora de Paolis qualified a boat for Italy in the women’s KL1
on Saturday. The sense of relief was palpable as she sat in her boat at
the dock, contemplating what she had achieved after a challenging 12
months.
‘Now I can finally say I’m going to Tokyo,’ de Paolis said.
‘I want to cry but I prefer I do it in my room or with my family and
friends.
‘The past year has been difficult; the lockdown in Italy was for several
months so I could not get in the boat very much but now it is all worth
it.’
David Phillipson was set to compete at this fourth Paralympics but
his first in paracanoe after not only securing a Tokyo quota on Saturday
but winning a raceoff against teammate Nicholas Beighton for team
selection.
‘This is the biggest achievement of my life,’ Phillipson said.
‘I’ve been to three Games playing tennis and I never won a medal
and I believe I can win a medal in this sport. So to make it now, to get
that spot, I’m chuffed to bits now.’
Germany sent out a pre Olympic warning to fellow competitors on
Sunday with a dominant display of canoe sprint paddling on the final
day.
Veteran Max Hoff shed tears of joy after he finally confirmed he
will be attending his fourth Olympics while three time gold medallist
Sebastian Brendel also locked away his ticket to Tokyo and his third
Games.
Germany also won the women’s K4 500 but suffered a rare defeat in
the men’s K4 500, losing to the powerful Spanish crew.
In other Olympic events there were wins for Slovenia’s Milica
Novakovic in the women’s K1 500 and for Ukraine’s Liudmyla Luzan
and Anastasiia Chetverikova in the women’s C2 500.
The most emotional win for the day was in the men’s K2 1,000
where Hoff and Jacob Schopf were racing against teammates Jakob
Kurschat and Jakob Thorsden for the right to represent Germany at the
Tokyo Olympics.

After trailing for most of the race, Hoff and Schopf took control in
the final 100 metres.
The 38 year old Hoff said the win was an enormous relief after a year
when he heard people saying he was too old to go to another Olympics.
‘I can’t describe how I feel. I have had so much pressure this year,’
Hoff said.
‘It didn’t work out very well until now. It was such a hard race. I’m so
happy to make it to Tokyo. Inside it has really been a challenge for me.
I’m so happy to join with my girlfriend who has qualified in rowing.
I’m so thankful for everyone who has helped me out.’
Teammate Sebastian Brendel was another whom some had written
off after a difficult 2019 season but the 33 year old teamed up with Tim
Hecker in their first international race to win the C2 1,000 and also
winning German selection to Tokyo.
‘I had a tough 2019; now I’m back with a new C2 partner, a new
coach and all that hard work has paid off,’ Brendel said.
‘There are some hard weeks to go. This will be very different. I’m
happy I made two normal Olympics but for us it was very important
that these Games happened. We had an extra year and it has worked well
for us.’
The makeup off the German women’s K4 500 for Tokyo was still
to be decided but Sunday’s crew of Sabrina Hering-Pradler, Melanie
Gebhardt, Jule Marie Hake and Tina Dietze submitted a solid
performance in Szeged.
‘The whole team is very strong at the moment but hopefully you will
see us in Tokyo,’ Hake said.
‘We feel pretty comfortable. I think we have a very good
combination; it’s very calm and we are motivating each other.’
The battle between Spain and Germany in the men’s K4 500 has
been intense since the Rio Olympics and on Sunday it was the Spanish
crew of Saul Craviotto, Marcus Walz, Carlos Arevalo and Rodrigo
Germade who took the win.
‘We’re so happy to start our competitions again after a year without
competing,’ Walz said.
‘We know the Germans are going to be very strong in Tokyo, not
only the Germans because we know there are going to be a lot of
strong countries in Tokyo but mentally its great to be with them and to
get the gold.’
Serbia’s Milica Novakovic is another who earned team selection
for Tokyo in Szeged and said it took a lot of pressure off her in the
women’s K1 500 final.
‘This is what we are living for. I felt no pressure because once I got
into the final I knew I was going to Tokyo for Serbia so I just wanted to
race for my soul,’ Novakovic said.
‘Before the race I told myself this would be practice for Tokyo and
to do my best and enjoy it. I certainly hope I will be in a fight for the
medals at the Olympics.’
Luzan and Chetverikova confirmed their medal prospects in the
women’s C2 500 with an impressive performance on Sunday.
‘This was a very hard race for us but we are ready to go to Tokyo and
win,’ Chetverikova said.
‘Our Ukranian team is very happy at the moment.’

ICF

200m: K1W: 1 E Jorgensen, Danmark, 41.10. 2 M Walczkiewicz, Polska, 41.73.
3 D Kerr, GB, 41.80. 12 E Lewis, GB.
K1WOQ: 1 D Kerr, GB, 42.23. 2 F Genzo, Italia, 43.11. 3 N Podolskaia, Rossija, 43.29.
K1WL3: 1 L Sugar, GB, 48.11. 2 N Barbosa, France, 50.34. 3 K Kozikowska, Polska, 51.37.
K1M: 1 L Heath, GB, 35.68. 2 S Totka, Magyarország, 35.71. 3 M Rizza, Italia, 35.74.
K1ML3: 1 S Yemelianov, Ukraina, 40.44. 2 A Voronkov, Rossija, 41.59. 3 R Oliver, GB, 42.39.
K1ML2: 1 F Rufino de Paulo, Brasil, 44.22. 2 M Syniuk, Ukraina, 44.43. 3 D Phillipson, GB, 44.88.
6 N Beighton, GB, 46.69.
C1W: 1 N Harrison, USA, 47.59. 2 Y Cirilo Duboys, Cuba, 47.88. 3 L Luzan, Ukraina, 47.91.
9 K Reid, GB, 50.26.
C1WOQ: 1 M Corbera, España, 49.65. 2 M Kerdikashvili, Georgia, 50:01. 3 K Reid, GB, 50.80.
V1ML3: 1 A Mosquera, España, 52.53. 2 J Eyers, GB, 52.54. 3 E Potdevin, France, 52.63.
V1ML2: 1 H Rivero, España, 57.43. 2 S Haxton, USA, 57.68. 3 M St-Pierre, Canada, 58.70.
C2W: 1 Andreeva/Romasenko, Rossija, 45.23. 2 Jacome/Otero, España, 46.03.
3 Luzan/Chetverikova, Ukraina, 46.29.
500m: K1W: 1 M Novakovic, Srbija, 1:56.67. 2 M Povkh, Ukraina, 1:56.86.
3 A Pulawska, Polska, 1:57.31. 9 D Kerr, GB.
C2W: 1 Luzan/Chetverikova, Ukraina, 2:00.72. 2 Balla/Takacs, Magyarország, 2:02.07.
3 Jahn/Koch, Deutschland, 2:03.31.
C2WOQ: 1 Cociu/Olarasu, Moldava, 2:04.93. 2 Kurach/Kniazeva, Rossija, 2:05.88.
3 Cattelet/Dorange, France, 2:07.00. 7 Bracewell/Fitzhenry, GB, 2:14.50.
1km: K1M: 1 J Schopf, Deutschland, 3:36.94. 2 J Dostal, Ceská, 3:37.50.
3 F Pimenta, Portugal, 3:38.94. 14 T Lusty, GB.
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Chasing Olympic places

Joaquim Lobo racing for Mozambique.
an example. Now we can motivate the kids again to try canoeing,’ he
said.
‘I have had to change my paddling because in Rio I was doing C2
1,000 and now I will do C1 but I will be there again. I can’t believe it.’
Tripartite positions are open to athletes from countries that have
small teams at an Olympic Games.
Six Olympic quotas were up for grabs and six different countries
booked their tickets for Tokyo on the final day on Friday.
Lithuania, Croatia, Portugal, China, Moldova and host nation Russia
were the final pieces of the Olympic jigsaw after an international
qualification process severely disrupted by the Covid 19 pandemic.
Natalia Podolskaia was set for her second Olympics, having competed
in the women’s K4 at the London Games. On Friday she took the
honours in the women’s K1 200 in front of an enthusiastic home crowd.
‘This is so important for me to be able to get to another Olympic
Games,’ Podolskaia said.
‘Unfortunately I couldn’t do it last week in Hungary but it was
special to do it here. This is very unusual for us to race here; we usually
have to travel to other countries to compete so this was a real pleasure
to make everyone happy.’
Portugal’s Joana Vasconcelos was also at the London Olympics and,
after missing Rio, was set to return to the Olympic fold after winning
the women’s K1 500.
Serghei Tarnovschi would get the chance to seek redemption in
Tokyo five years after the Moldovan was stripped of his bronze medal
from the Rio Olympics because of a positive doping test.
The 12 month delay to the Tokyo Games has allowed the 23 year
old to serve out his four year ban and return to racing, winning the C1
1,000 quota on Friday.
Tarnovschi grabbed victory in the final stroke, overcoming Russian
Ilia Shtokalov in a tense finish. It was Shtokalov who inherited
Tarnovschi’s bronze medal in Rio after finishing 4th.
‘Every athlete is very happy when they get to go to an Olympic
Games and this Games has been much harder because of Covid 19,’
Tarnovschi said, ‘And it’s not easy because for four years I didn’t have
competitions and I trained alone and it was very hard. Some of the
athletes welcome me; some don’t like me. It’s a choice for everyone.’
Croatia’s Vanesa Tot, a graduate of the ICF’s canoe development
programme, would be part of Olympic history when women’s canoe
made its Games debut in Tokyo. She would also join women’s K1
paddler Anamaria Govorcinovic as the first female canoe sprint paddlers
to represent Croatia at the Olympics.
‘This was one of my best races of my life; now you can see how
happy my coach and I are. We can’t believe we have made it,’ Tot said.
‘It’s amazing that I have been paddling on the river for just four years
and now I come 1st here and I get to go to the Olympics. This morning
I said to my coach that I thought I could do it, that I could be 1st.
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Barnaul Regatta
The jour ney to this year’s Tokyo Olympic
Games came down to one more race for a handful
competing at the global Olympic qualifiers in Barnaul, Russia.
Competitors from all over the world battled on the Thursday for
places in one of the six finals which offered an Olympic quota on the
Friday afternoon. For the men, tickets would be available in the K1 200,
K1 1,000 and C1 1,000, while the women would compete for the K1
200, K1 500 and C1 200.
Competitors from former Soviet states posted the strongest
performances in the cold and windy Siberian conditions, posting the
quickest times over the 200 metre distances.
Mariami Kerdikashvili from Georgia was quickest in the women’s C1
200, one of the new Olympic events this year, while Russia’s Natalia
Podolskaia, a former U23 world champion, provided cheer for the
home fans by posting the quickest time in the women’s K1 200.
Ukraine’s Oley Kukharyk, the 2017 world championship bronze
medallist in the men’s K1 500, was fastest in the men’s K1 200 while
Lithuania’s Vadim Korobov, the reigning European U23 champion, was
fastest in the men’s C1 1,000.
Italian Andrea Schera posted the quickest time in the men’s K1 1,000
and Poland’s Justyna Iskrzycka, a silver medallist in the women’s K1
1,000 at the 2019 world championships, was fastest in the women’s K1
500.
Singapore’s Stephenie Chen, who narrowly missed a Tokyo quota at
the Asian qualifiers, also progressed straight to the women’s K1 200 final
by winning her heat.
‘Conditions are cold and windy, just a little bit different to what I am
used to,’ Chen said, ‘but I think I had an advantage with an inside lane.
I’m not really nervous, just excited to see what I can do. I’m kind of an
underdog here so I’m trying not to focus so much on what might be
and more on what I can do best.’
Joaquim Lobo went to bed on Thursday night believing his Tokyo
2020 Olympic dream was over.
The 26 year old from Mozambique had spent the day trying to
qualify for the final of the men’s C1 1,000 but had fallen short. He
had paddled in Rio in 2016 and wanted nothing more than to go to a
second Games.
Despite the disappointment, he climbed back into his canoe and
headed out on Friday morning to contest the heats of the World Cup,
knowing that no matter how well he paddled it would have no bearing
on his chances of getting to Tokyo.
That door, he believed, was now firmly closed.
Little did he know as he paddled back to the boat sheds after his
race, having qualified for the semifinal, that good news awaited him.
Overnight the IOC had confirmed that he would be offered one of the
two tripartite quotas available to canoe sprint athletes for Tokyo.
At first he had no idea why the ICF was congratulating him. We
showed his coach the email from the IOC. Joaquim Lobo would be
going to his second Olympics for Mozambique.
‘I can’t believe it; this is like a dream for me,’ a stunned Lobo said.
‘I trained so hard after Rio but I have had such a difficult season
because of Covid and other things, so now I’m just so happy.
‘Yesterday was not a good day so today I just wanted to do my best
and see what happens and now I am going to Tokyo.’
The second tripartite quota would be going to Amado Cruz, a 33
year old kayak paddler from Belize, who would make history in Tokyo
by becoming his country’s first ever canoeist at an Olympic Games.
Five years ago Lobo and C2 partner Mussa Chamaune were the
first paddlers from Mozambique to compete at the Olympics and their
experience captured the hearts and minds of fans back home.
‘It’s very important for Mozambique because the kids there saw us as

Dong Zhang.
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Elos of Portugal.

‘I’m happy to be part of history and the first female paddler from
Croatia to be going to canoe in the Olympics.’
Lithuania’s Mindaugas Maldonis earned his country the men’s K1 200
quota but had to put his celebrations on hold because it was still to be
decided who the former Soviet state will send to Tokyo.
‘I hope they take into consideration that I have managed to secure
the quota for my country and that I am capable of going to the
Olympics,’ he said. Getting to the Olympics is the dream I have had
since my childhood. Rio, I was not capable of going there. Tokyo was
my dream country and I surely hope I can go there.’
China’s Dong Zhang, who has spent most of his paddling career in
team boats, took advantage of the opportunity to paddle in a K1 by
securing his country a 1,000 metre quota for Tokyo.
There would be 50 countries represented in canoe sprint at the
Tokyo Olympics, following the allocation of tripartite quotas to
Joaquim Lobo and Amado .
Cuba and Austria celebrated golden doubles and there were also wins
for Norway, the Czech Republic, China, Lithuania and host nation
Russia on Saturday.
Several Tokyo bound competitors took advantage of a rare
opportunity to race internationally after more than a year of disrupted
preparation and cancelled events. Many competitors wouldn’t have
another event before the Olympic Games.
Austria’s Ana-Roxana Lehaci and Viktoria Schwarz only had their
Olympic K2 500 tickets confirmed earlier in the month and celebrated
with World Cup gold on Saturday.
‘Tokyo will be my second Olympics but my first one with Vicki in
the K2; she is my best friend so I can’t wait to be racing there,’ Lehaci
said.
‘We didn’t expect at all that we would get a quota before the
qualifiers; it was a big relief. We were so relaxed. Now we are just trying
to improve our K2 and we will see what comes out of Tokyo.
It was double celebration for Schwarz, who also won the women’s
K1 200, despite not having contested the event internationally for three
years. ‘It was amazing to race here in Barnaul and to have this amazing
crowd here was so nice,’ Schwarz said.
‘It was very cold; we had to use heating cream to warm ourselves up.’
Cuba sent out a warning to other nations that they would be a force
to be reckoned with in canoeing events at the Tokyo Olympics with
impressive wins in the women’s C1 200 and the men’s C1 1,000.
The 19 year old Yarisleidis Cirilo Duboys would be part of history
when women’s canoeing made its Olympic debut in Tokyo and showed
she is a genuine medal prospect with a strong win in the C1 200.
The 2019 world junior silver medallist also took silver the previous
week at the World Cup in Szeged, beaten only by current world
champion American Nevin Harrison.
Jose Ramon Pelier Cordova won the junior world C1 1,000 title
in 2019 and the 20 year old Cuban showed he is on track for a solid
Olympic debut with a commanding win over the same distance on
Saturday.
Just 24 hours after earning Lithuania an Olympic quota in the men’s
K1 200 Mindaugas Maldonis was finally able to celebrate a ticket
to Tokyo after winning the World Cup on Saturday, in the process
defeating teammate Arturas Seja.
It ended a tense wait for the 30 year old.
‘It was very hard mentally because there was a lot of emotions, a lot
of people congratulating me for winning the ticket for my country,’
Maldonis said.
‘There was so many of them I couldn’t respond. I ignored all the
social media because I needed to get my emotions straight. I couldn’t
be too happy. I couldn’t be too sad. I needed to be in a steady place
emotionally.’
Dong Zhang also confirmed his Olympic ticket in the men’s K1
1,000 on Friday and then followed up with World Cup gold on
Saturday.
Zhang began paddling as a 15 year old and said his win was the final
piece of the Olympic jigsaw for the Chinese men’s team.
‘Now we have all the men’s quota places that were available for China
so this will be a very proud moment for our country,’ Zhang said.
In the non Olympic events Russia’s Zakhar Petrov and Kirill
Romanov gave local fans reason to cheer in the cold weather with a
win in the men’s C2 500 while Czech Jakub Zavrel won the men’s K1
500.
‘It was hard for me because I was training for 200 metres last year and
this was my first 500 metres for a very long time,’ Zavrel said.
‘I wasn’t really sure how to do it but I think I did okay. The headwind
made the race quite long and it hurt quite a lot.’

The 21 year old Norwegian Maria Virik followed up her K1 1,000
World Cup gold in Szeged the previous week with gold in Saturday’s
tough racing conditions, the biggest win of her career so far.
‘1,000 metres is always very hard and you have to work with yourself
over the last parts,’Virik said.
‘I felt a bit tired today after the Olympic qualifications yesterday. I’m
learning how to race the 1,000 metres every time because sometimes I
do something wrong and I learn.’
Cuba’s emergence as serious medal contenders in canoe events at
this year’s Olympic Games was further underlined with two more gold
medals on the final day.
The Cubans also picked up a gold in the men’s C1 5,000, giving the
island country five gold medals for the weekend.
On Sunday they picked up gold in the Olympic events of the men’s
C2 1,000 and the women’s C2 500. Tokyo bound competitors from
Portugal, Croatia and Moldova won 500 metre events while there were
also two wins for Germany and a victory for Sweden.
Teenagers Yarisleidis Cirilo Duboys and Katherin Nuevo Segura
would make their Olympic debut in Tokyo and could not have been
more impressive in winning C2 500 on Sunday.
‘My friend and I have trained very hard this season so we are very
happy to win here but the race is not finished because now we are
thinking about Tokyo,’ Duboys said.
‘We are very proud to have been selected to compete for Tokyo at
our young age but we are very happy to paddle together because we are
also best friends.’
Tokyo will be the fourth Olympic Games for Serguey Torres and
his second with Fernando Dayan Jorge in the men’s C2 1,000. After a
difficult year with very little competition 34 year old Torres said the win
in Barnaul was a good sign ahead of Tokyo.
‘We now have a very good feeling; we have been training a lot
together for a very long time so to come here and still be at the top is
amazing,’ Torres said.
‘Tokyo is very close. It’s been hard for the past year but our boat is
getting better every year. This time I think we will do good.’
Fernando Dayan Jorge also won the men’s C1 5,000, surviving an
epic finish against Mexico’s Rigoberto Camilo.
Vasconcelos and Vanesa Tot both confirmed their Tokyo quotas on
Friday and celebrated with World Cup wins in the K1 and C1 500
metre races respectively.
Having already made Croatian history by qualifying for the Olympics,
Tot’s win on Sunday was another first for her country after teammate
Anamaria Govorcinovic earlier in the day took bronze in the K1 500.
‘This is a big thing for Croatia because never in the history of Croatia
has any woman in canoe or kayak taken a medal so the two of us have
written history,’ Tot said.
‘I’ve been thinking about Tokyo a lot. I was excited after the race but
I didn’t know how to feel. Today I was thinking how big my results have
been, how much work I have put into this.’
Serghei Tarnovschi was another who confirmed his place at the
Olympics this week and celebrated with victory in the men’s C1 500
on Sunday.
‘I still don’t feel relaxed because all the competitors came to this final
trying to win a medal so it was not easy,’ Tarnovschi said.
‘Today was a nicer day but the wind made the race longer.’
Germany’s Tamas Gecso and Felix Frank underlined their country’s
depth in men’s paddling with a win in the K2 1,000. Teammates Max
Hoff and Jakob Schopf would start favourites for gold in Tokyo but
Gecso and Frank enjoyed their opportunity to paddle for World Cup
gold.
‘It’s not easy racing the 1,000 metres in Germany. I think everyone in
our team can show the world we are good and strong.’
‘We can push ourselves to the limits all the time. We have such a good
training group in Potsdam which pushes us to the limit every day.’
In the mixed races, Sweden’s Melina Andersson and Petter Menning
took gold in the K2 200 while Germany’s Peter Kretschmer and
Ophelia Preller won the C2 200.

ICF

200m: C1W: 1 Y Cirilo Duboys, Cuba, 48.736. 2 M Mailliard, Chile, 49.297.
3 I Andreeva, Rossija, 49.473.
C1WOQ: 1 V Tot, Hrvatska, 50.006. 2 M Kerdikashvili, Georgia, 50.184.
3 V Conceicao do Nascimento, Brasil, 51.657. 4 K Reid, GB, 51.792.
1km: K1M: 1 D Zhang, Zhongguo, 3:42.057. 2 A Olijnik, Lietuva, 3:43.390.
3 D Kernen, Sverige, 3:45.085.
K1MOQ: 1 D Zhang, Zhongguo, 3:45.215. 2 A Schera, Italia, 3:45.624.
3 A Olijnik, Lietuva, 3:45.919.
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New canoe records
The Royal Navy take the K4 1km.

Daniel Johnson takes the K1 1km from Lusty.

The Girls A/B K2 500m goes to Hall/Roeser.

Katie Reid setting a new Women’s C1 500m course record.

The Men’s C1, won by Phillips.

Meikle-Briggs/Phillips take the C2 500m with the Gohars behind.

Duff/Tilbury-Clarke, nearest, won the Services K2 500m.

MacGregor Paddle Regatta
The regatta course at Holme Pierrepont was busy at the start of
September with the MacGregor Paddle inter clubs championship, the
inter services championships and even some races included for stand
up paddleboarders. At the same time there were the British freestyle
championships, a Premier slalom and, on Saturday, a Pretty Muddy
cancer charity fundraising event on the far side of the regatta course.
Saturday was a grey day although Sunday became increasingly sunny.
What little wind there was came from behind so conditions were
attractive for racing. The turnout was good and the inter services
seemed to be better represented than is often the case.
The first couple of hours cleared the 1km races. Notable among the
500m races that followed was the female C1 race where Katie Reid of
Scottish Performance lowered her own course record of 2016 for the
C1 500m from 2:14.28 to 2:11.91.
Later, with Isobel Evans of Lincoln, she also lowered the record for
C2 200m, set by Gill/Fitzhenry in 2016, from 48.98 to 45.88 seconds.
A women’s final C1 was delayed for about 10 minutes when the start
buckets dropped out of sight. Eventually a compressor problem was
diagnosed and they were recovered. It is a while since repeated false
starts were the order of the day, all starts now being clean and without
a team of youngsters needing to spend hours exposed to the weather
on pontoons in order to hold sterns at the start and then needing to be
recovered when the starts moved for different race distances. Some of
the equipment is showing its age, though, and having the public address
system in Morse Code mode did not help.
After one race a club official asked a girl where she had come. ‘I’m
happy,’ she replied. He pressed her again and she gave the same reply.
Surely that is what matters for most participants.
The women’s A/B 500m win went to another Scottish Performance
paddler, Deborough Kerr, who was a couple of seconds clear of Lizzie
Broughton of Richmond but Lucy Lee-Smith of Norwich was only
0.14 second behind for third place. The following race, the girls’ A/B,
was even closer. Wey’s G Roeser was over 3 seconds clear but it took a
photofinish to separate Annabel Hutchinson of Reading from C Troy of
Elmbridge, 0.03 sec behind her.
The next race was even tighter after one of the girls C paddlers
mistook the finish line and stopped, progressing only when spectators
shouted at her. Poppy Gilbert-Johns of Southampton took the win by
0.41 sec from club mate Beth Perry but with Jasmine Spencer of Royal
Leamington Spa only 0.01 sec behind.
The men’s C2 200m final had six boats on the start line with only
one paddler who was not from Richmond, a pointer for later. A
significant event was the Andrew Bonham Memorial C4 race over
500m. As a popular Wey paddler, who was killed in a bike accident, it
was appropriate that Wey should enter a crew. They could only raise
three high kneeling canoe paddlers but Lauren Godsave completed the
crew sitting down. The final featured three C4s, all with full Richmond
crews. A dozen kneeling canoe paddlers would have been unthinkable
in the recent past, let alone all from the same club.
Perhaps it was no surprise that Richmond were the MacGregor
Paddle winners but with Wey just 9 points behind, another 4 to
Chelmsford and 3 more to Nottingham and Reading on 400 points
each.

Lusty in white taking the Men’s A 500m.

The RAF ahead in the Services K4 500m.

Aspell/Roche taking the Services K2 500m for the Royal Navy.

Nottingham cross the line in Masters’ K4 200m.

An excellent turnout of Women’s C1s over 200m, won by Fitzhenry in lane 8.

The Women’s K1 500m, won by Kerr in yellow.

Hewitt, far side, winning the Services K1 500m.
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Wey doing what it takes to make up a C4 crew.

Wey a length up in the Women’s A/B K4 500m.

The Girls’ A/B K1 500m, won by Roeser in lane 5.
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Fitzhenry/Gill in Women’s C2 500m. Note the data monitors on their paddle shafts.

Bicknell winning the Services K1 500m for the Royal Navy.

Another Royal Navy win in the Services K4 500m.

You don’t often see a K4 capsized.

Scratch crews leading in the Girls’ A/B K4 500m.

The Womens’ A/B K2 200m, won by Brookes/Burgess.

Richmond crews in the Andrew Bonham Memorial Race for C4s.

The Men’s A/B K2 500m, won by the Johnsons in lane 6.
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200m: K1GD: 1 S Cabarique, Southamptom, 51.93. 2 M Pepper, Lincoln, 52.31.
3 J Jones, Royal Leamington Spa, 53.54.
K1GC: 1 G Fenwick, Reading, 50.06. 2 J Spencer, Royal Leamington Spa, 50.76.
3 P Gilbert-Johns, Southampton, 51.12.
K1GA/B: 1 K Pocklington, Wilts Y, 48.29. 2 A Hutchinson, Reading, 48.36.
3 G Roeser, Wey, 48.47.
K1WA/B: 1 D Kerr, Scottish Performance, 41.63. 2 L Lee-Smith, Norwich, 42.95.
3 S Rees-Clark, Nottingham, 44.05.
K1WC/MasB: 1 H Gordon, Scottish Performance, 48.87. 2 K Trotter, Elmbridge, 50.10.
3 S de Bruijn, Norwich, 51.09.
K1WD: 1 K Kirby, Wilts Y, 51.68. 2 J Clegg, Devizes, 52.03. 3 E O’Connell, Richmond, 52.10.
K1WS: 1 E Hewitt, RN, 51.79. 2 M Aspell, RN, 53.05. 3 E Bowyer, RAF, 1:00.12.
K1WL3: 1 L Owen, Royal Leamington Spa, 50.68. 2 L Thorpe, Newark 4As, 53.58.
K1WL3: 1 L Owen, Royal Leamington Spa, 51.00. 2 L Thorpe, Newark 4As, 52.67.
K1WMasC/D: 1 L Owen, Royal Leamington Spa, 52.22. 2 K Wilson, Reading, 52.47.
3 R Von Maltzahn, Richmond, 52.54.
K1BD: 1 W Larner, Banbury, 45.15. 2 J Power, Leighton Buzzard, 45.73.
3 N Fuller, Chelmsford, 46.12.
K1BC: 1 C Harris, Salmon Leap, 41.24. 2 S Bates, Royal, 44.30. 3 R Toop, Wilts Y, 44.51.
K1BA/B: 1 H Cooke-Bayley, Nottingham, 39.62. 2 D Stanley, Falcon, 39.73.
3 R Bray, Salmon Leap, 39.84.
K1MA: 1 L Fletcher, Scottish Performance, 35.71. 2 E Nightingale, Wey, 36.86.
3 T Lusty, Solihul, 37.91.
K1MB: 1 F Kemp, Reading, 38.62. 2 T Holland, Wey, 38.97. 3 R Hook, Ealing, 39.43.
K1MC: 1 F O’Brien, Chelmsford, 41.60. 2 D March, Chelmsford, 42.02.
3 D Gurney, Chelmsford, 42.14.
K1MD: 1 J Tarrant, Royal Leamington Spa, 43.77. 2 T Walker, Norwich, 46.37.
3 W Beard, Wilts Y, 47.04.
K1MS: 1 A Bicknell, RN, 43.48. 2 L Johnson, RAF, 45.05. 3 J Barnes, Army, 45.79.
K1ML2/3: 1 J Young, Par, 42.06. 2 J Tarrant, Royal Leamington Spa, 42.97.
3 J White, Exeter, 53.01.
K1ML2/3: 1 J Young, Par, 41.57. 2 J Tarrant, Royal Leamington Spa, 43.54.
3 J White, Exeter, 53.48.
K1MP: 1 J Mansfield, Newark 4As, 52.78. 2 L Thorpe, Newark 4As, 54.90.
3 J Hage, Newark 4As, 56.20.
K1MMasA: 1 B Irvine, Richmond, 41.57. 2 N Jones, Nottingham, 41.94.
3 J Mayers, Runcorn, 43.38.
K1MMasB: 1 M Giles, Fladbury, 44.35. 2 D Martyn, Wey, 45.46. 3 J Drummond, Reading, 48.39.
K1MMasC: 1 M Pearce, Longridge, 45.38. 2 P Brookes, Gailey, 45.71.
3 J Prosser, Richmond, 46.37.
K1MMasD: 1 E Martin, Salmon Leap, 45.30. 2 D McIntyre, Wey, 46.81. 3 S Bell, Devizes, 49.36.
C1WA-D: 1 A Fitzhenry, Belfast, 49.46. 2 I Evans, Lincoln, 50.40.
3 A Aitchison, Nottingham, 55.61.
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C1MA-D: 1 H Lei, Nottingham, 49.17. 2 A Meikle-Briggs, Richmond, 50.15.
3 O Chisholm, Richmond, 53.23.
V1WL3/ML2: 1 S Clark, Chelmsford, 59.10. 2 H Gordon, Scottish Performance, 1:00.05.
V1WL3/ML2: 1 S Clark, Chelmsford, 59.59. 2 H Gordon, Scottish Performance, 1:01.50.
K2GD: 1 Jones/Tristram, Royal Leamington Spa, 52.56. 2 Attwood/Ritchie, Wey, 54.03.
3 Hill/Widdows, Norwich, 54.18.
K2GC: 1 Bowles-Trow/Pemble, Addlestone, 49.28. 2 Fenwick/Kubisch-Wiles, Reading, 49.70.
3 Le-May/Yull, Norwich 49.78.
K2GA/B: 1 Hall/Roeser, Wey, 45.56. 2 Bethune/, Elmbridge, 47.39.
3 Sklenarova/Toovey, Norwich/Glasgow, 48.51.
K2WA/B: 1 Burgess/Clark, Wey, 43.10. 2 Martyn/Thompson, Wey, 43.69.
3 Carmichael/Hipkins, Longridge, 44.35.
K2WS: 1 Hewitt/Deathridge, RN, 55.44. 2 Bowyer/Jones, RAF, 55.59. 3 Aspell/Roche, RN, 56.09.
K2WMasC/D: 1 Von Maltzahn, Richmond, 49.55. 2 Drummond/Hutchinson, Reading, 52.60.
3 Thraves/Vernau, Nottingham, 53.95.
K2BD: 1 Fuller/Irven, Chelmsford, 44.54. 2 Allan/Bicknell, Wey, 44.61. 3 Galliers/Power, Leighton
Buzzard, 44.80.
K2BC: 1 Butler/Lamb, Nottingham, 42.01. 2 Bhoola/Hills, Richmond, 42.70.
3 Critchfield/Moxon, Banbury, 43.51.
K2MP: 1 Glaves/Hage, Newark 4As, 59.39. 2 Mansfield/Warwick, Newark 4As, 1:00.75.
C2WA-D: 1 Evans/Reid, Lincoln/Scottish Performance, 45.88.
2 Aitchison/Carey, Nottingham, 53.16. 3 Hunt/Sellers, Nottingham, 59.31.
C2MA-D: 1 Phillips/Szeltner, Richmond, 43.84. 2 Meikle-Briggs/Weir, Richmond/Banbury, 44.08.
3 Chisholm/Sarkisyan, Richmond, 49.74.
K4WC/D/MasB: 1 Norwich, 46.15. 2 Richmond, 46.56. 3 Elmbridge, 47.34.
K4WS: 1 RN, 51.35. 2 RAF, 52.16. 3 RAF, 1:06.29.
K4WMasC/D: 1 Richmond, 49.65. 2 Reading, 50.31. 3 Nottingham, 51.73.
K4MMasA/B: 1 Nottingham, 37.69. 2 Wey, 40.61. 3 Reading, 42.35.
K4MMasC/D: 1 Wey, 41.16. 2 Richmond, 43.23. 3 Norwich, 44.54.
500m: K1GI: 1 P Cove, Richmond, 2:37.93. 2 P Davison, Lincoln, 2:38.79.
3 M Dawson, Lincoln, 2:38.93.
K1GD: 1 S Cabarique, Southampton, 2:19.48. 2 M Pepper, Lincoln, 2:23.81.
3 C Fulford, Reading, 2:26.28.
K1GC: 1 P Gilbert-Johns, Southampton, 2:16.96. 2 B Perry, Southampton, 2:17.37.
3 J Spencer, Royal Leamington Spa, 2:17.38.
K1GA/B: 1 G Roeser, Wey, 2:06.11. 2 A Hutchinson, Reading, 2:09.31.
3 C Troy, Elmbridge, 2:09.34.
K1WA/B: 1 D Kerr, Scottish Performance, 1:53.32. 2 L Broughton, Richmond, 1:55.29.
3 L Lee-Smith, Norwich, 1:55.43.
K1WC/MasB: 1 K Trotter, Elmbridge, 2:10.57. 2 S de Bruijn, Norwich, 2:11.37.
3 L Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 2:15.04.
K1WD: 1 K Kirby, Wilts Y, 2:19.18. 2 E O, Richmond, 2:19.26. 3 J Clegg, Devizes, 2:20.59.
K1WS: 1 E Hewitt, RN, 2:18.58. 2 M Aspell, RN, 2:24.87. 3 E Bowyer, RAF, 2:44.67.
K1WMasC/D: 1 R Von Maltzahn, Richmond, 2:14.88. 2 K Wilson, Reading, 2:16.59.
3 C Drummond, Reading, 2:20.89.
K1LgA/B: 1 K Holt, Royal, 2:54.73. 2 T Bush, Devizes, 3:02.04.
3 H Tristram, Royal Leamington Spa, 3:03.31.
K1BI: 1 J Marsh, Wilts Y, 2:20.31. 2 W Roeser, Wey, 2:21.54. 3 L Clifford, Wey, 2:22.25.
K1BD: 1 N Moxon, Banbury, 2:01.53. 2 W Larner, Banbury, 2:03.31.
3 J Power, Leighton Buzzard, 2:04.77.
K1BC: 1 C Harris, Salmon Leap, 1:54.42. 2 C Tietema, Reading, 1:59.39.
3 J Barzilai, Richmond, 2:00.62.
K1BA/B: 1 M Motha, Richmond, 1:50.23. 2 D Stanley, Falcon, 1:51.23. 3 D Price, Wey, 1:52.41.
K1MA: 1 T Lusty, Solihul, 1:41.23. 2 D Johnson, Chelmsford, 1:42.34.
3 L Fletcher, Salmon Leap, 1:43.50.
K1MB: 1 T Holland, Wey, 1:48.88. 2 T Sharpe, Richmond, 1:49.95.
3 R Mcmullen, Elmbridge, 1:50.57.
K1MC: 1 D Gurney, Chelmsford, 1:55.73. 2 F O’Brien, Chelmsford, 1:56.56.
3 J Stormont, Falcon, 1:58.14.
K1MD: 1 T Walker, Norwich, 2:05.10. 2 P Fillingham, Reading, 2:09.30.
3 M Dacombe, Solihul, 2:09.53.
K1MS: 1 A Bicknell, RN, 1:56.94. 2 O Herbert, Army, 2:04.93. 3 T DeKlerk, Army, 2:05.06.
K1MP: 1 L Thorpe, Newark 4As, 2:25.52. 2 I Radcliffe, Nottingham, 2:28.99.
3 J Hage, Newark 4As, 2:33.10.
K1MMasA: 1 B Irvine, Richmond, 1:52.04. 2 N Jones, Nottingham, 1:55.47.3 M Enoch,
Nottingham, 1:55.66.
K1MasB: 1 D Martyn, Wey, 1:58.50. 2 M Giles, Fladbury, 2:01.10.
3 J Drummond, Reading, 2:05.97.
K1MasC: 1 J Prosser, Richmond, 2:04.74. 2 M Pearce, Longridge, 2:04.83.
3 K Smith, Reading, 2:06.62.
K1MasD: 1 E Martin, Salmon Leap, 2:00.92. 2 D McIntyre, Wey, 2:06.49.
3 A Clifford, Wey, 2:10.29.
K1MP: 1 J Fisher, Linlithgow, 2:28.00. 2 J Hage, Newark 4As, 2:31.53.
3 J Mansfield, Newark 4As, 2:32.02.
C1WA-D: 1 K Reid, Scottish Performance, 2:11.91. 2 B Gill, Chelmsford, 2:14.52.
3 H Page, Nottingham, 2:45.04.
C1MA-D: 1 B Phillips, Richmond, 2:10.83. 2 H Lei, Nottingham, 2:17.92.

3 A Sarkisyan, Richmond, 2:19.81.
K2GA/B: 1 Hall/Roeser, Wey, 1:57.04. 2 Bethune/King, Elmbridge, 1:59.73.
3 Poole/Troy, Elmbridge, 2:02.15.
K2WA/B: 1 Brookes/Burgess, Worcester/Wey, 1:55.90. 2 Martyn/Thompson, Wey, 1:56.13.
3 Enoch/Rees-Clark, 1:59.93.
K2WC/D/MasB: 1 Trotter/Williams, Elmbridge, 2:03.97. 2 Walker/de Bruijn, Norwich, 2:05.58.
3 Avery/Falltrick, Chelmsford, 2:09.18.
K2WS: 1 Aspell/Roche, RN, 2:22.94. 2 Bowyer/Jones, RAF, 2:28.07.
3 Hewitt/Deathridge, RN, 2:34.60.
K2WMasC/D: 1 Von Maltzahn/Whitear, Richmond, 2:09.10.
2 Drummond/Hutchinson, Reading, 2:12.91. 3 Thraves/Vernau, Nottingham, 2:15.07.
K2LgA/B: 1 Davie/Patterson, Linlithgow, 2:42.56.
2 Bowles-Trow/Gwyn, Addlestone/Wilts Y, 2:42.81. 3 Gospodinov/Keane, Richmond, 2:42.85.
K2BA/B: 1 Motha/Stanley, Richmond/Falcon, 1:41.54.
2 Freeland/Popham-Coveley, Reading/Falcon, 1:42.85. 3 Tonkin/Topham, Reading, 1:44.74.
K2MA/B: 1 Johnson/Johnson, Chelmsford, 1:33.39. 2 Fletcher/Lusty, Scottish Performance,
1:34.32. 3 James/Nightingale, Scottish Performance/Wilts Y, 1:36.48.
K2MC/D: 1 Gurney/O’Brien, Chelmsford, 1:49.73. 2 Murad/Walker, Norwich, 1:54.83.
3 Fillingham/MacDonald, Reading, 2:03.59.
K2MS: 1 Duff/Tilbury-Clarke, RAF, 1:56.55. 2 Baker/Maddocks, RN, 1:57.16.
3 Bicknell/White, RN, 1:57.43.
K2MP: 1 Glaves/Hage, Newark 4As, 2:33.09. 2 Mansfield/Warwick, Newark 4As, 2:33.29.
K2MP: 1 Glaves/Hage, Newark 4As, 2:31 29. 2 Mansfield/Warwick, Newark 4As, 2:37.00.
K2MMasA/B: 1 Enoch/Jones, Nottingham, 1:47.56.
2 Mayers/Walsh, Runcorn/Nottingham, 1:50.82. 3 Posser/Irvine, Richmond, 1:51.52.
K2MMasC/D: 1 Villaruel/Brookes, Ealing/Gailey, 1:55.59. 2 Battershell/McIntyre, Wey, 1:59.33.
3 Anderson/Hancy, Norwich, 1:59.81.
C2WA-D: 1 Fitzhenry/Gill, Belfast, 2:08.48. 2 Chalmers/Page, Nottingham, 2:51.47.
3 Hunt/Sellers, Nottingham, 2:57.27.
C2MA-D: 1 Meikle-Briggs/Phillips, Richmond, 1:59.46. 2 Chisholm/Sarkisyan, Richmond, 2:11.70.
3 Gohar/Gohar, Richmond, 2:24.74.
K4GD: 1 Norwich, 2:11.89. 2 Wey, 2:14.42. 3 Richmond/Royal Leamington Spa, 2:17.47.
K4GC: 1 Addlestone/Royal, 2:04.78. 2 Reading, 2:06.28. 3 2:09.27.
K4GA/B: 1 1:55.05. 2 1:56.54. 3 Wey, 2:01.89.
K4WA/B: 1 Wey, 1:48.99. 2 Nottingham, 1:50.21. 3 Richmond, 1:51.21.
K4WS: 1 RN, 2:16.28. 2 RAF, 2:18.14. 3 RAF, 2:34.53.
K4LgA/B: 1 Leighton Buzzard/Royal Leamington Spa, 2:25.38. 2 Linlithgow +, 2:28.65.
3 Fladbury, 2:30.23.
K4BD: 1 Banbury, 1:50.18. 2 Chelmsford, 1:52.99. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 1:53.44.
K4BC: 1 Richmond, 1:45.89. 2 Devizes/Wilts Y, 1:47.97. 3 Southampton/Ealing, 1:49.36.
K4BA/B: 1 Richmond/Reading, 1:34.56. 2 Norwich, 1:38.66. 3 Richmond, 1:39.96.
K4MA/B: 1 Chelmsford, 1:29.39. 2 Nottingham, 1:29.66. 3 Wey, 1:32.33.
K4MC/D: 1 Chelmsford, 1:44.63. 2 Norwich, 1:49.61. 3 Wey, 1:51.51.
K4MS: 1 RAF, 1:48.61. 2 RN, 1:49.93. 3 Army, 1:50.10.
C4 Andrew Bonham Memorial: 1 Richmond, 2:10.89. 2 Richmond, 2:16.89.
3 Richmond, 2:19.32.
1km: K1BA/B: 1 M Motha, Richmond, 3:54.87. 2 F Popham-Coveley, Falcon, 3:56.02.
3 D Price, Wey, 3:58.30.
K1MA: 1 D Johnson, Chelmsford, 3:34.97. 2 T Lusty, Solihul, 3:36.63.
3 M Johnson, Chelmsford, 3:39.99.
K1MB: 1 T Sharpe, Richmond, 3:51.05. 2 T Gannicott-Porter, Chelmsford, 3:54.25.
3 R Mcmullen, Elmbridge, 3:56.72.
K1MS: 1 A Bicknell, RN, 4:14.48. 2 D Herbert, Army, 4:20.24. 3 A Seddon, RN, 4:22.89.
K1MasA/B: 1 B Irvine, Richmond, 4:01.20. 2 M Enoch, Nottingham, 4:01.31.
3 J Mayers, Runcorn, 4:05.73.
K2GC/D: 1 Gallagher/Payne, Wey/Chelmsford, 4:29.56.
2 Gilbert-Johns/Perry, Southampton, 4:30.98. 3 Bowles-Trow/Pemble, Addlestone, 4:34.44.
K2WC/D/MasB-D: 1 Trotter/Williams, Elmbridge, 4:22.56.
2 Walker/de Bruijn, Norwich, 4:23.10. 3 O’Connell/Von Maltzahn, Richmond, 4:26.05.
K2BC/D: 1 Butler/Lamb, Nottingham/Southampton, 3:56.94.
2 Barzilai/Collins, Richmond, 4:01.07. 3 Bhoola/Hills, Richmond, 4:02.73.
K2MC/D: 1 Gurney/March, Chelmsford, 4:03.03. 2 Fillingham/MacDonald, Reading, 4:11.43.
3 Meliak/Wain, Southampton, 4:23.73.
K2MS: 1 Duff/Tilbury Clarke, RAF, 4:05.91. 2 Baker/Maddocks, RN, 4:06.31.
3 Capps/Herbert, Army, 4:06.54.
K2MasC/D: 1 Frankland/Smith, Reading, 4:08.89. 2 Villaruel/Brookes, Ealing/Gailey, 4:09.33.
3 Garner/Channon, Richmond, 4:13.78.
K4MS: 1 RN, 3:51.08. 2 Army, 4:02.53. 3 RAF, 4:19.50.
MacGregor Paddle: 1 Richmond, 416. 2 Wey, 407. 3 Chelmsford, 403.

Covid free

The sprint regattas at Szeged and Barnaul were free of Covid,
participants having to produce a negative PCR test before the events
and again during the competitions. Barnaul chartered a plane to fly
participants from Hungary to Siberia. Spectators were not permitted at
Szeged and at Barnaul they were required to sit on the opposite side of
the course from competitors and officials.
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Multisport

Mason’s eight minute win
Keyo Brigg Bomber
With one of the first events to take place after the third
lockdown, Lincsquad did well to run the Keyo Brigg Bomber
at all at the end of May while many other events were
cancelled. It was bound to involve some changes, sometimes
for the better.
Although remaining a World Cup race, there were no overseas
entrants. Some of the usual home competitors were absent, perhaps
because they preferred not to attend at this time, because they were
from high risk areas or because they had decided it was time to call it a
day. There were also fewer spectators.
In addition to three teams there were a score of finishers, of whom
four were female and only four were not Masters, including one junior.
Those present showed varying degrees of fitness and some were less
slim than a couple years earlier.
While much of the country was enjoying the novelty of some decent
weather, Brigg was overcast for the first couple of hours of the race with
a light easterly wind, decidedly cool although this assisted competitors.
The quadrathlon was to be followed by a triathlon. In order to assist
distancing, the event began as a time trial rather than a massed start,
swimmers beginning in pairs at 30 second intervals. The start list showed
an element of seeding, the fastest going off first.
The first two swimmers away were also to be the fastest, Mark Walsh

Mark Walsh leading after the swim.

Bike

Helen Bainbridge using a plastic touring kayak.
Kayak

Run

Michael Mason
Steve Clark
Mark Walsh
Sallie Joseph
Helen Adams
Helen Bainbridge
This chart compares only times on the course, not transition times.
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Overall winner Michael Mason.

Winning woman Sallie Joseph.

Helen Adams produced a fast women’s kayak time.

Blake Mawson-Burren.

David Hinch of the host club.

Steve Clark lost ground on the bike.
Swim

out of the water in 15:03 and Steve Clark in 15:25. The third
fastest swimmer was Philippe Jumeau, one of the five M60s, in
16:36, 13 seconds ahead of Michael Mason, for whom this was
his weakest leg.
The cycle leg was a single lap far out into the countryside
rather than the usual two shorter laps. This meant racers had to
come to the turn roundabout on the edge of town only once.
Mason did much better on the bike, being just 6 seconds off the pace
set by Walsh, whereas Clark was two and a half minutes back.
The kayak leg would usually be out and back northwards from the
Ancholme Centre. This time it was anticlockwise around the island
including the old course of the river through Brigg, a more interesting
route.
It was the kayaks which turned things around. Mason, a former
national WWR champion, was over 4 minutes up on Nigel Unwin
with Clark a couple more minutes back and Walsh place fourth.
On the other hand, runners were kept away from the public in Brigg.
Instead of two laps through the town there was a single lap northwards
beside the river, under the motorway to Broughton bridge.
Already with a clear lead, Mason opened up a further minute and
a half on Clark, after which there was a gap of over 6 minutes before
Walsh, these being the three fastest competitors finishing in this order
overall, Mason with a clear lead of 8 minutes.
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The female competition saw Helen Adams take a lead of 48 seconds
over Helen Bainbridge in the swim, Sallie Joseph 15 seconds back.
However, Joseph reversed this on the bike, two and a half minutes up
on Adams and a similar gap to Bainbridge. Once again, the positions
were reversed for the kayak, Adams nearly 12 minutes faster than Joseph.
Finally, the run turned everything round yet again, Joseph the fastest
of the female competitor, six and a half minutes ahead of Bainbridge
and Adams, a further 3 minutes back. Amazingly, after these successive
reversals of fortune, Joseph produced a female total just 14 seconds
ahead of Adams.
Meanwhile, the only junior, Blake Mawson-Burren, is creeping up
the results, 16th this time.
The event ended with a whimper rather than a bang as there was no
prizegiving but it had taken place with some adjustments to suit the
circumstances.
Many of the key players have a World Cup result at a time when
there are still many blanks on the calendar.

FE: 1 E Angood, OTCF, 3:56:20.
FM40: 1 H Bainbridge, Wrecsam Tri, 3:37:16.
FM50: 1 S Joseph, Lincsquad, 3:15:06. 2 H Adams, HaTriC Tri, 3:15:20.
F: 1 S Joseph, Lincsquad, 3:15:06. 2 H Adams, HaTriC Tri, 3:15:20.
3 H Bainbridge, Wrecsam Tri, 3:37:16.
MJ: 1 B Mawson-Burren, Manvers, 3:25:20.
ME: 1 S Clark, Britcon/Off That Couch Fitness RT, 2:30:42.
MS: 1 S Walsh, COLT, 3:35:37.
MM40: 1 M Mason, Durham Tri, 2:22:40. 2 M Walsh, 2:36:23. 3 P Tindall, OTCF, 2:57:41.
MM50: 1 N Unwin, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:40:23. 2 W Smith, GB, 3:04:31.
3 L Ball, Wrecsam Tri, 3:11:54.
MM60: 1 N Farnell, Teme Leisure, 2:57:25. 2 P Jumeau, Lancaster Tri, 3:05:08.
3 P Chappill, Lincsquad, 3:06:20.
M: 1 M Mason, Durham Tri, 2:22:40. 2 S Clark, Britcon/Off That Couch Fitness RT, 2:30:42.
3 M Walsh, 2:36:23.
O/A: 1 M Mason, Durham Tri, 2:22:40. 2 S Clark, Britcon/Off That Couch Fitness RT, 2:30:42.
3 M Walsh, 2:36:23.
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World Championships
After 12 years of trying, Portugal’s Jose Ramalho finally
broke through for his first world title with a win in the men’s
short distance final at the world championships in Romania on
the Thursday.
Hungary’s Vanda Kiszli and Ukraine’s Liudmyla Babak
successfully defended their world titles from 2019 while
Hungary’s Balazs Adolf also notched up his first world title with a win
in the men’s C1.
The 39 year old Ramalho led for most of the men’s 3.4 kilometre
K1 race before being headed by Denmark’s Mads Pedersen at the start
of the final lap but Ramalho dug deep, outsprinting his much younger
opponent to land his first world title in a career which began in 2009.
‘I was very focussed. I’ve been focussed for the past months since the
Europeans so I knew I could do it,’ Ramalho said.
‘All this year I thought I could do it and I passed all these favourites
today so it’s a party day now.
‘Every time, year after year, I thought maybe I wouldn’t be a world
champion. I always said “Okay, one more year; let’s try again.” It was 12
years doing that so in the end I got it and I’m really really happy.’
Pedersen finished second, while Spain’s Ivan Alonso took the bronze.
Kiszli won the inaugural K1 short distance final in Shaoxing in
2019 and had also won the past two long distance world titles. After
close racing for two laps Kiszli pulled away to post an easy win over
Great Britain’s Lizzie Broughton and Serbia’s Kristina Bedec, the silver
medallist from 2019.
Babak has been dominant in women’s canoe marathon racing since
winning her first long distance world title in 2017. On the Thursday she
showed she is still well ahead of the field, defending her short distance
title from 2019 and adding to the three marathon titles already to her
name.
Hungary’s Zsofia Kisban chased Babak throughout the race to take
the silver in a repeat of the result from 2019 with Belarus’Volha Klimava
taking the bronze.
Balazs Adolf broke through for his first senior world title with a
fighting win in the men’s C1. The former junior world champion had
been focusing more on canoe sprint in recent months but said he was
thrilled to be back in marathon and on top of the podium.
Poland’s Mateusz Borgiel took the silver and Czech Jakub Brezina
repeated his result from two years ago by taking the bronze.
Five years after being told she would never be able to paddle canoe
marathon again, Denmark’s Cathrine Rask was celebrating becoming a
world champion in Romania.
Team mate Nikolai Thomsen took the men’s U23 K1, Hungarians
picked up two gold medals and there was a popular home crowd win
for Romania.
In 2015 Rask severely injured her arms in a junior K2 race at the
world championships and 12 months later was given the devastating
news that she would never be able to paddle marathon again.
On the Friday she not only paddled again but she also became the
women’s K1 U23 world champion after almost the perfect race over the
22.6 kilometre course.
‘I haven’t paddled since I was under 18 so it was a really nice
comeback,’ Rask said.
‘I have had an operation but sometimes I still feel a little pain but I
try to do my best. They actually told me I could never paddle marathon
again so it’s really nice to be back because this is what I want; this is the
most fun.’
Hungary’s Dorina Fekete stuck with Rask until the final portage
and South Africa’s Christie Mackenzie battled strongly before fading to
third.

Jose Ramalho.
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Vanda Kiszli.

Rask had hoped to see her younger brother, Thorbjorn, make
it a family double by winning the men’s U23 K1 but when he
was penalized 30 seconds for blocking another competitor it
opened the door for Nikolai Thomsen.
‘I was shocked when my mate, Thorbjorn, got the time
penalty. I knew he was pretty strong. I thought he would be out
there with me,’ Thomsen said.
‘When I saw he wasn’t I knew I just had to paddle all I could. It’s
definitely harder to go by yourself but I’m pretty confident when
I’m by myself because I’ve really trained hard over the past couple of
months. I’ve got the endurance so I just needed to do my best.’
Argentina’s Agustin Rodriguez took second place while South
Africa’s Ulvard Hart finished with the bronze.
Daniel Laczo won his first individual gold medal after leading for
almost the entire 22.6 kilometres of the men’s U23 C1. Laczo last won
as a junior as part of a C2 and won on Friday after a long run of minor
medals.
‘It’s a really amazing feeling because this is my first world
championship in a single canoe, especially as this was my last race in
U23, so it gave me a huge boost for the seniors,’ Laczo said.
‘I thought about this last year, all my bronze medals, and I have finally
broken that. In Hungary we are very experienced and there are a lot
of people racing which is why I can only participate in U23 because I
couldn’t qualify for the seniors.’
Spain’s Jaime Duro fought hard to keep in touch before fading on
the final lap while European champion Sergio Maciel took the bronze
medal.
The 16 year olds Sara Fojt and Laura Ujfalvi won the first event on
Friday, surviving a tough tussle with fellow Hungarians Evelin Csengeri
and Maja Horvath in the women’s junior K2.
Ujfalvi said having the second Hungarian boat next to them was a
strong help.
‘Maybe it made things easier because we can help each other,’ Ujfalvi
said.
‘We are so happy to have won today. It was a very hard race.’
Denmark’s Sophie Hansen and Karoline Nielsen took the bronze.
Romanian brothers Adrian and Victor Stepan gave the home crowd
plenty to cheer about with an all the way win in the men’s C2 juniors.
The Stepans’ outlasted Hungary’s Laszlo Papp and Mark Csanki while
Spain’s Daniel Grijalba and Juan Gomez took the bronze.
Denmark celebrated another gold medal, Hungary put on a canoe
marathon masterclass and Ukraine’s Liudmyla Babak continued her
dominance of women’s canoe events on the penultimate day on the
Saturday.
Mads Pedersen and Vanda Kiszli joined Babak in defending the world
titles they won in China in 2019 while Balazs Adolf in the men’s C1
and Csanad Sellyei in the junior C1 added to Hungary’s gold rush.
Hungary’s dominance saw them take the gold and silver medals in
three of the five races contested, headed by Vanda Kiszli and Zsofia Voros
in the women’s K1.
Kiszli underlined her class as a women’s kayak marathon paddler,
winning her third consecutive title. Kiszli looked in control for the
entire race and sprinted away from Voros and Lizzie Broughton for the
gold.
Despite her dominance the 27 year old said she had a lot of butterflies
before the race.
‘I did feel pressure and it’s not a good feeling. I was so nervous,’ Kiszli
said.
‘I sleep okay but I couldn’t eat. I was nervous because if I don’t
eat then I will be hungry, then I will be more nervous; so it just goes
around but now I’m happy.

Mads Pedersen.
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Kristina Bedec leading.

ICF photographs

Marathon

Broughton edged out
Cathrine Rask.

Daniel Laczo.

‘I felt comfortable in the race because I tried to not use all my energy
on the portages and save my energy for the finish because I knew every
girl was fast. It was a tough race.
In 2019 Mads Pedersen won both the U23 and senior canoe
marathon worlds within 24 hours. With only the senior title to focus
on this year, he was always going to be tough to beat. Only 2012 world
champion Ivan Alonso was able to last the distance before fading on the
final lap.
‘It was super tough; we had a very high average speed and we worked
very hard to keep the distance to the chasers so it was amazing to take
the win,’ Pedersen said.
‘I’ve been training for two years and thinking about taking the title
again so coming here after a year of Corona and being back on the
world stage and to take the world championship again it’s absolutely
amazing.’
France’s Stephane Boulanger put on a brave performance to take the
bronze medal.
The 22 year old Balazs Adolf put on a powerful display to defeat a
paddler he described as a ‘Hungarian legend’ in the men’s C1, in the
process decimating the remainder of the field.
A field of 12 quickly began falling away as Adolf, four time world
champion Marton Kover and Manuel Campos of Spain surged ahead.
The relentless pace eventually also told on Campos, the defending
world champion, left behind as the two Hungarians strengthened their
grip.
Adolf, who won the men’s C1 5,000m at the canoe sprint world
championships the previous month and opened this week with victory
in the men’s short distance marathon, proved too strong on the final lap.
‘As a junior I used to train at the same club as Marton so it was such
an honour to paddle alongside him; he is a legend in our sport,’ Adolf
said.
‘I just backed my sprint ability. In the future I will focus on Olympic
events but I want to keep competing in marathon.’
Kover finished second while Ukraine’s Denys Davydov took the
bronze.
At the age of 24 Babak had already chalked up six world titles, four
over the traditional marathon distance and two over the short course.
The Ukranian had set herself a target of ten world titles, which did not
appear overly ambitious, given her dominance of women’s C1.
She paddles at least 30 kilometres during every training run, much
further than any world championship distance. Besides her natural talent
it’s the workload which sets her apart from most of her opponents.
‘This was a hard race because at the start it took me a long time to
get away from everyone,’ Babak said ‘but I controlled all the stages. My
secret is doing a lot of kilometres on the training track.’
There was a Hungarian quinella in the men’s junior K1 with Csanad
Sellyei a convincing winner over team mate Bruno Kolozsvari, with
Argentina’s Julian Salinas taking the bronze.
The 2021 marathon world championships are also serving as a
qualification event for next year’s World Games in Birmingham,
Alabama.
Hungary picked up another two gold medals while there were also
wins for France and Spain on the final day of competition on the
Sunday.
France’s Quentin Urban and Jeremy Candy defended their K2 world
title, Spain’s Manuel Campos and Diego Romero retained their C2
world crown, Emese Kohalmi and Eszter Rendessy kept Hungary’s
incredible record in the women’s K2 and Csanad Sellyei and Bruno
Kolozsvari won the junior K2 to add to Hungary’s gold medal tally.
Two years after being crowned junior K2 marathon world champions,
Emese Kohalmi and Eszter Rendessy were celebrating becoming senior
world champions after a perfectly timed race on the Sunday.
Kohalmi and Rendessy were in a breakaway group of three for most
of the race with defending champions Renata Csay and Zsofia Voros
heading the chase group. At the final portage Kohalmi and Rendessy
broke clear of Spain’s Tania Fernandez and Tania Alvarez with South
Africa’s Jenna Ward and Saskia Hockly fighting on for the bronze.

Kohalmi/Rendessy.

Mad dogs and Englishmen.

The result continued a run of seven consecutive women’s K2 titles for
Hungary. Csay and Voros, winners of the past two world titles, finished
fourth. It was the first time in 21 years that Csay, a K2 world champion
on 13 occasions, did not win a medal.
Spain made it three in a row in the men’s C2 with Manuel Campos
and Diego Romero defending the title they won in China in 2019.
Spain and Hungary have dominated the men’s C2 in canoe marathon,
winning every title since 1999. Sunday’s win was the second for
Campos, but the third in succession for Romero. It was also Spain’s first
gold medal for the championships.
‘Everything went to plan for us; at the end of the race we wanted
to make a break,’ Campos said. Sometimes it is more difficult and takes
more time to find these gold medals but today everything went well and
we can in the end find the gold medal.’
‘We have a very long experience working together; we are very
co-ordinated and work well together,’ Romero said.
‘Yesterday I did not have a good day but today I needed to check
everything that went wrong and it went much better today.’
Poland’s Mateusz Borgiel and Mateusz Zuchora stuck alongside
the Spaniards until the final sprint while Marton Kover and Marton
Horvath took the bronze.
The depth in Hungarian junior paddling was on show again, with
Csanad Sellyei and Bruno Kolozsvari winning the junior K2. Sellyei and
Kolosvari had finished first and second in the junior K1 24 hours earlier
and were far too strong as a combination for Denmark’s Nikolaj Bryde
and Jeppe Maretti with Argentina’s Baltazar Itria and Franco Marchetti
taking the bronze.

ICF

K1WJ: 1 M Horvath, Magyarország, 1:32:30.92. 2 J Regenye, Magyarország, 1:32:42.28.
3 S Hockly, S Africa, 1:32:59.13. 18 G Anderson, GB, 1:41:11.93.
K1WU23: 1 C Rask, Danmark, 1:47:37.17. 2 D Fekete, Magyarország, 1:47:45.96.
3 C Mackenzie, S Africa, 1:48:22.24. 11 A Freeman, GB, 1:54:40.99. 15 R Solway, GB, 1:55:53.46.
K1WSh: 1 V Kiszli, Magyarország, 16:11.11. 2 L Broughton, GB, 16:14.95.
3 K Bedec, Srbija, 16:16.37. 4 S Clark, GB, 16:28.41.
K1W: 1 V Kiszli, Magyarország, 2:05:14.38. 2 Z Voros, Magyarország, 2:05:17.44.
3 L Broughton, GB, 2:05:18.09. 6 S Clark, GB, 2:05:34.61.
K1MJ: 1 C Sellyei, Magyarország, 1:40:33.76. 2 B Kolozsvari, Magyarország, 1:40:45.58.
3 J Salinas, Argentina, 1:40:47.02. 16 L Ferri, GB, 1:44:16.40. 17 Z Tarver, GB, 1:44:37.74.
K1MU23: 1 N Thomsen, Danmark, 1:50:52.94. 2 A Rodriguez, Argentina, 1:52:26.15.
3 U Hart, S Africa, 1:52:49.17. 4 C Smith, GB, 1:52:51.50. 16 A McIntyre, GB, 1:57:10.65.
K1MSh: 1 J Ramalho, Portugal, 14:19.85. 2 M Petersen, Danmark, 14:23.13.
3 I Alonso, España, 14:28.59. 12 J Russell, GB, 14:55.88. 20 D Johnson, GB, 16:30.96.
K1M: 1 M Pedersen, Danmark, 2:03:38.96. 2 I Alonso, España, 2:04:03.61.
3 S Boulanger, France, 2:05:29.31. 10 J Russell, GB, 2:07:46.24. 17 A Hicks, GB, 2:09:36.52.
C1WSh: 1 L Babak, Ukraina, 18:32.93. 2 Z Kisban, Magyarország, 18:46.71.
3 V Klimava, Belarus, 19:11.79. 4 B Gill, GB, 19:34.14.
C1W: 1 L Babak, Ukraina, 1:21:01.47. 2 V Klimava, Belarus, 1:22:40.47.
3 Z Kisban, Magyarország, 1:22:56.90. 4 B Gill, GB, 1:23:38.17.
C1MJ: 1 P Soltesz, Magyarország, 1:35:20.97. 2 E Pontecorvo, Italia, 1:36:37.56.
3 D Grijalba, España, 1:37:12.38. 15 G Bell, GB, 1:49:12.35. 16 O Chisholm, GB, 1:51:07.96.
C1MU23: 1 D Laczo, Magyarország, 1:47:40.08. 2 J Duro, España, 1:48:10.78.
3 S Maciel, Portugal, 1:49:54.23. 8 A Leech, GB, 1:53:22.49.
C1MSh: 1 B Adolf, Magyarország, 16:04.23. 2 M Borgiel, Polska, 16:08.41.
3 J Brezina, Ceská, 16:12.45. 15 A Leech, GB, 18:09.07.
K2WJ: 1 Fojt/Ujfalvi, Magyarország, 1:27:31.08. 2 Csengeri/Horvath, Magyarország,
1:27:36.65. 3 Hansen/Nielsen, Danmark, 1:28:52.58. 14 Roeser/Jepson, GB, 1:33:41.71.
K2W: 1 Kohalmi/Rendessy, Magyarország, 1:55:07.33.
2 Fernandez/Alvarez, España, 1:55:12.59. 3 Ward/Hockly, S Africa, 1:55:21.68.
13 Freeman/Swarbreck, GB, 2:04:31.51. 14 Solway/Duffield, GB, 2:07:56.44.
K2MJ: 1 Sellyei/Kolozsvari, Magyarország, 1:35:05.69. 2 Bryde/Maretti, Danmark, 1:35:12.16.
3 Itria/Marchetti, Argentina, 1:35:19.28. 9 Cabrera/Railton, GB, 1:36:03.14.
15 Tarver/Hinves, GB, 1:39:26.09.
K2M: 1 Urban/Candy, France, 1:59:03.21. 2 Boros/Erdelyi, Magyarország, 1:59:04.30.
3 Carre/Boulanger, France, 1:59:04.85. 14 Johnson/Johnson, GB, 2:05:28.64.
15 Dowden/How, GB, 2:06:55.79.
Nat: 1 Magyarország, 209. 2 España, 195. 3 Rossija, 133. 4 GB, 129.
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Matthew Enoch winning Men’s Over 44 K1.

De Bruijn in the Women’s Over 34 K1.

Gill of Chelmsford was second in the combined C1 class.

Well run in difficult circumstances
National Championships
The big questions over the national championships related
to Covid and lockdown. In practice, the entry was good,
about 800 compared with 1,100 for such an event in normal
circumstances, with most but not all top names present, helped
by being a selection event. Spectator numbers were down and hosts
Reading Canoe Club drew less volunteers to help than usual but were
relieved that the event broke even financially.
The obvious change to the course was the lack of the portage on the
promenade, reducing the contact level between spectators that there
would have been. Few bothered to visit the remaining portage at the
top turn at Purley. This one involved taking out up a steep bank with a
high clay content that soon became very slippery, few using a longer but
drier and less steep route. Getting back in had its own problems with
K2s being dropped and rudders being bent or broken off. At least the
riverbed was shallow and smooth for those literally jumping out and in.
Briefings were online. Electric scooters had partially replaced bikes
for spectators. Falcon face paint was in evidence and one young
lady had brought her buckets and spade to make mud pies on the
promenade.
The weather began with fine drizzle or worse on Saturday morning,
followed by cloud but calm, generally good for racing.
First away on the singles day were the older men and women. Ben
Farrell took a win by two and a half minutes in O34 men but three of
the seven entrants in the O39s were still together as they came to the
line, Keith Moule just taking it from Edgar Boehm and Brett Irvine.

Steve Baker held off James Butler by a couple of seconds in
O49. The corresponding ladies were more spaced out.
There were only seven senior C1 entrants so men and ladies
were started together and finished mostly well spread out.
Arthur Leech took a predictable win by over 5 minutes but
Beth Gill and Anna Palmer were the next home.
The subsequent batch of starts were mostly towards the top end of
the age range. Of these, the O54 men, two dozen of them, was the
hardest fought. Neil Blackman took the win with Déaglán Ó Drisceol
3 seconds behind and Duncan Capps on his tail. After a further 12
seconds Roy Fieldus came in with Richard Lewis not far behind.
The youngsters followed, James Ross just a smidgen ahead of Toby
Bullock in the U14 men.
The senior men’s kayaks had the usual group at the front, still eight of
them there at the second portage. Approaching the finish there were still
four left, three of them from Chelmsford. Matthew Johnson was the first
to concede defeat, followed by Albert Hicks, but the other two were still
together at the line, Daniel Johnson just up on James Russell.
A group of three took the U23s to the line, Charlie Smith, Alex
McIntyre and Luke Shaw over a couple of seconds in that order.
Lizzie Broughton took the expected ladies’ win but only by 10
seconds from Samantha Rees-Clark, these two and Fay Lamph having
been together for most of the race.
Anoushka Freeman, Rebekah Solway, Florence Duffield and Livvy
Rowe were together at the first portage but the first two got away and
crossed the line in quick succession.

The senior Men’s K1s head in to the portage.

Freeland leads the Under 16s round the top turn.

Broughton, Lamph and Rees-Clark approach the portage.

Koen Ayran leads the Under 16s up the portage.

Martyn/Roser, Butler Christie and Dunn/Smythe in Men’s Over 44.
Murphy, Howell and Pflug.
Tarver and Ferri in Men’s Under 18s.

The Canadians get away to a good start.

Men’s C2 winners Mitchell/Phillp.

C1 winner Arthur Leech.
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Under 18s Lewis and Jepson tackle the portage.
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Sarkisyan/Chisholm, second C2.

Winners Popham/Freeland lead the Under 16 Men’s K2s.
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Smith/Russell and the Johnsons with potential for a pile up.
Gilbert-Johns/Perry in Under 16s down the slippery slope.

Murphy/Falltrick and Kreft/Railton run the portage.

A dropped kayak costs a rudder and a result.

Tarver/Hinves and Cabrera/Raiulton lead the Under 18s.

The Christies won the Under 18s.

Swarbreck/Freeman depart from the portage.

The portage at its most slippery and busy with Mixed K2s.

Dilai/Russell, Lamph/Carson, Sharp/Swarbreck and Smith/Rees-Clark lead the Mixed K2s in to the portage
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Zac Tarver and Luca Ferri were the leading U18 pair from
Elmbridge, finishing in that order after a final sprint. The U16 sprint was
also between Thames paddlers, Gabriel Popham taking it from Harry
Freeland.
Fog on Sunday morning cleared quickly but it became increasingly
humid.
The men’s O34 K2s were taken all the way, Moule/Irvine squeezing
out Walsh/Enoch. The O44 men produced a dead heat between Dunn/
Smythe and Martyn/Roser with Butler/Christie hard on their heels.
The O44 ladies were also close, Hermanger/Wells just 6 seconds clear
of Butler/Jenkins.
The C2s, with no age distinction, produced unexpected results.
Blacker/Leech would normally have been expected to be home
first with a considerable lead but Blacker had back problems which
required various stops, Leech eventually paddling the boat alone to 5th
place. Winners were seated paddlers Mitchell/Phillp, followed by high
kneeling U18s Sarkisyan/Chisholm and a further vintage seated crew
of Martin/Pearton. Seated ladies Murnaghan/Metcalfe were also home
before Blacker/Leech.
The leading men’s K2s were Smith/Russell, the Johnson brothers
and Stroud/Wilkes after the first portage, where they had just shaken
off Dowden/How. Smith/Russell took the title by 2 seconds from the
Johnsons with Stroud/Wilkes a further 11 seconds back.
The mixed K2s saw a very respectable start with 67 crews, all but
three finishing. At the portage on the single lap course the leading
group of four were Smith/Rees-Clark, Sharp/Swarbreck, Dilai/Russell
and Lamph/Carson, closely followed by Martyn/Roser and McIntyre/
Avery with Durden/Solway adrift but with nobody else in sight. The
sprint for the finish line gave the win to Smith/Rees-Clark from Dilai/
Russell and Sharpe/Swarbreck but more close finishes were to follow,
4th place to McIntyre/Avery from Lamph/Carson and 8th to Enoch/
Ball from Martyn/Kovacs, Fallbrick/M Johnson and Hurrell/Tarver at
second intervals.
Prizegivings did not take place to reduce the crowds and football
enthusiasts had not got into their stride when the event ended. They
were championships which had faced constraints but had run well in
the difficult circumstances.
K1LU10: 1 R Shephard, Reading, 22:07. 2 A Makin, Bradford-on-Avon, 25:54.
3 O Collier, Falcon, 27:14.
K1LU12: 1 D Ball, Devizes, 45:15. 2 A Beeson, Reading, 48:02. 3 H Nagy, Reading, 52:03.
K1LU14: 1 K Sklenarova, Norwich, 40:32. 2 H Toovey, Glasgow, 41:51.
3 Z Herriot, Glasgow, 41:53.
K1LU16: 1 M Ball, Devizes, 1:04:57. 2 A Hutchinson, Reading, 1:04:58. 3 N Hall, Wey, 1:05:25.
K1LU18: 1 I Bethune, Elmbridge, 1:41:06. 2 G Anderson, Norwich, 1:42:37.
3 K Jepson, Falcon, 1:44:06.
K1LU23: 1 A Freeman, Richmond, 2:05:43. 2 R Solway, Elmbridge, 2:05:45.
3 K Brookes, Worcester, 2:06:42.
K1L: 1 L Broughton, Richmond, 2:01:02. 2 S Rees-Clark, Basingstoke Canal, 2:01:12.
3 F Lamph, Wey, 2:03:09.
K1LO34: 1 S De Brujin, Norwich, 1:06:32. 2 K Wilson, Reading, 1:08:03.
3 B Davies, Reading, 1:11:21.
K1LO39: 1 J Bates, Falcon, 1:06:59. 2 R Von Maltzahn, Richmond, 1:07:18.
3 C Drummond, Reading, 1:08:33.

K1LO44: 1 C Howell, Nottingham, 1:11:41. 2 T Herwanger, Richmond, 1:13:35.
3 A Seaford, Reading, 1:14:51.
K1LO49: 1 S Colley, Hereford, 1:06:14. 2 K Pflug, Wey, 1:09:37. 3 H Wells, Richmond, 1:10:42.
K1LO54: 1 A Chmiel, Nottingham, 41:59. 2 S Hawthorn, Worcester, 43:54.
3 C Banson, Norwich, 44:18.
K1LO59: 1 M Pilkington, Poole Harbour, 45:56. 2 V Metcalfe, Pangbourne, 47:24.
3 J Millar, Nottingham, 51:32.
K1LO64: 1 D Carpenter, Basingtoke Canal, 1:00:22.
K1Mini: 1 E Lamb, Southampton, 22:52. 2 T Bush, Devizes, 23:44.
3 K Kozminski, Ealing, 29:40.
K1MU10: 1 K Ayran, Falcon, 24:37. 2 J Wade, Reading, 24:43. 3 J Toovey, Glasgow, 25:03.
K1MU12: 1 L Clifford, Wey, 42:54. 2 A Hunter-Hopkins, Devizes, 43:09.
3 F Heard, Exeter, 43:17.
K1MU14: 1 J Ross, Elmbridge, 38:32. 2 T Bullock, Exeter, 38:33. 3 R Strachan, Glasgow, 39:03.
K1MU16: 1 G Popham, Falcon, 59:04. 2 H Freeland, Reading, 59:05. 3 A Morley, Wey, 59:37.
K1MU18: 1 Z Tarver, Elmbridge, 1:26:12. 2 L Ferri, Elmbridge, 1:26:14.
3 B Cabrera, Fowey, 1:28:19.
K1MU23: 1 C Smith, Leighton Buzzard, 1:50:16. 2 A McIntyre, Chelmsford, 1:50:17.
3 L Shaw, Norwich, 1:50:18.
K1M: 1 D Johnson, Chelmsford, 1:50:27. J Russell, Chlemsford, 1:50:28.
3 A Hicks, Norwich, 1:50:46.
K1MO34: 1 B Farrell, 1:32:05. 2 S Walsh, Nottingham, 1:34:33. 3 D Seaford, Reading, 1:38:46.
K1MO39: 1 K Moule, Chelmsford, 1:30:27. 2 E Boehm, Reading, 1:30:28.
3 B Irvine, Richmond, 1:30:29.
K1MO44: 1 M Enoch, Nottingham, 58:22. 2 D Herbert, Army, 1:00:29. 3 S Dunn, 1:00:49.
K1MO49: 1 S Baker, Richmond, 57:00. 2 J Butler, Nottingham, 57:02. 3 R Fieldus, Wey, 59:08.
K1MO54: 1 N Blackman, Royal Leamington Spa, 36:30. (D Ó Drisceoil, Salmon Leap, 36:33.)
2 D Capps, Army, 36:34. 3 R Fieldus, Wey, 36:46.
K1MO59: 1 S Missen, Bradford-on-Avon, 37:43. 2 R Williams, Wey, 38:54.
3 P Allinson, Nottingham, 39:25.
K1MO64: 1 W Jaggs, Poole Harbour, 40:53. 2 P Gorman, Wey, 41:11.
3 S Sherman, Cardiff Bay, 41:48.
K1MO69: 1 B Greenham, Reading, 39:51. 2 R Avery, Banbury, 40:13.
3 T Gould, Richmond, 41:44.
C1U18: 1 G Bell, Fladbury, 43:20. 2 O Chisholm, Richmond, 43:32.
3 A Sarkisyan, Richmond, 47:41.
C1: 1 A Leech, Nottingham, 1:02:55. 2 B Gill, Chelmsford, 1:08:27.
3 A Palmer, Reading, 1:14:22.
K2LU12: 1 Lamb/Ball, Southampton/Devizes, 45:49. 2 Nagy/Shepherd, Reading, 48:22.
K2LU14: 1 Heriot/Toovey, Glasgow, 38:38. 2 Sklenarova/Widdows, Norwich, 39:34.
3 Fulford-Perez/Bajpai, Reading, 43:35.
K2LU16: 1 Roser/Hall, Wey, 58:46. 2 Gilbert-Johns/Perry, Southampton, 1:05:11.
3 Jepson/Long, Falcon, 1:08:28.
K2LU18: 1 Christie/Christie, Break Out, 1:42:03. 2 Payne/Gallagher, Chelmsford/Wey, 1:47:18.
3 Yull/Le-May, Norwich, 1:50:00.
K2L: 1 Swarbreck/Freeman, Richmond, 1:58:45. 2 Martyn/Thompson, Wey, 1:59:55.
3 Dilai/Guest, Nottingham, 2:02:00.
K2LO34: 1 Whitear/Von Maltzahn, Richmond, 1:02:00.
2 Golder/Bates, Cardiff Bay/Falcon, 1:03:41. 3 Drummond/Hutchinson, Reading, 1:03:42.
K2LO44: 1 Herwanger/Wells, Richmond, 1:06:18. 2 Butler/Jenkins, Nottingham, 1:06:24.
3 Pflug/Watts, Wey, 1:07:01.
K2LO54: 1 Jones/Chmiel, Nottingham, 40:41. 2 Drane/Pendle, Norwich, 42:59.
3 Urquhart/Petersen, Banbury, 44:40.
K2Mix: 1 Smith/Rees-Clark, Leighton Buzzard/Basingstoke Canal, 53:31.
2 Dilai/Russell, Nottingham/Chelmsford, 53:32. 3 Sharpe/Swarbreck, Richmond, 53:33.
K2Mini: 1 Adams/O’Hare, Devizes, 23:04.
K2MU10: 1 Drummond/Toovey, Reading/Glasgow, 22:35.
2 Carrington/Nobbs, Norwich, 23:51. 3 Wall/Ayran, Falcon, 23:58.
K2MU14: 1 Ross/Short, Elmbridge, 37:13. 2 Heard/Bullock, Exeter, 37:24.
3 Roser/Clifford, Wey, 38:41.
K2MU16: 1 Popham/Freeland, Falcon/Reading, 54:54. 2 Singleton/Enoch, Nottingham, 55:12.
3 Cooke-Bayley, Nottingham/Richmond, 55:55.
K2MU18: 1 Tarver/Hinves, Elmbridge/Southampton, 1:24:11.
2 Cabrera/Railton, Fowey, 1:24:37. 3 Stanley/Ferri, Falcon/Elmbridge, 1:25:30.
K2M: 1 Smith/Russell, Leighton Buzzard/Chelmsford, 1:44:02.
2 Johnson/Johnson, Chelmsford, 1:44:04. 3 Stroud/Wilkes, Chelmsford/Fowey, 1:44:15.
K2MO34: 1 Moule/Irvine, Chelmsford/Richmond, 1:26:58.
2 Walsh/Enoch, Nottingham, 1:26:59. 3 Oliver/Oliver, Lincoln, 1:27:35.
K2MO44: 1 Dunn/Smythe, Bishop’s Stortford, 56:32. 2 Martyn/Roser, Wey, 56:32.
3 Butler/Christie, Nottingham/Soar Valley, 56:34.
K2MO54: 1 Missen/Lewis, Bradford-on-Avon, 34:23. 2 Blackman/Blackman,
Royal Leamington Spa/Burton Phoenix, 35:33. 3 Holmes/Elliott, Southampton, 35:36.
K2MO64: 1 Mietus/Mason, Nottingham, 37:43. 2 Skellern/Parker, Worcester, 42:49.
C2L: 1 Murnaghan/Metcalfe, Taunton/Pangbourne, 1:12:47.
C2M: 1 Mitchell/Phillp, Royal, 1:07:17. 2 Sarkisyan/Chisholm, Richmond, 1:09:05.
3 Martin/Pearton, Richmond/Hemel Hempstead, 1:10:41.
Club: 1 Reading. 2 Nottingham. 3 Wey.
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Freestyle

Back with a bang
British Championships
While the turnout was limited enough to go for a one day
event, there was bags of enthusiasm and enough action to
carry on until sunset, by which time it was getting quite dark
on this gloomy day.
Location was the Holme Pierrepont course entry gate
with a Premier slalom going on downstream so any mishaps
needed to be grabbed quite quickly. Space for spectators was limited
around the performance area but nothing like it will be for the world
championships next year. Apart from the odd Irish and Australian entries
the competitors were all home grown for this event.
Eoghan Kelly washed out on all three of his runs in the C1 final.
However, this was to be the most closely contested class, winner Matt
Stephenson being just 135 points ahead of Adam Ramadan with James
Ibbotson between them, good work by all three. Matt deserved bonus
points for always having a big grin on his face at the end of every run in
both this and the K1 class.
The women’s C1 event was the first ever and the worthy winner was
in a class of her own. Ottilie Robinson-Shaw’s second run 760 was far
ahead of her competitors and would have given her fourth place in the
men’s class. Even her lowest scoring run had nearly four times as many
points as anyone else in her class.
Toby Marlow and Ben Higson were the two effective combatants
in the junior men’s kayak final, Toby’s first two runs being only 10
points different from each other and giving him a fine win. The junior

women’s kayaks struggled but not as much as the open C1s,
who have difficulty at the best of times and could find little
to do to break into the uniform straight wave. At the start
of the third runs Adam Ramadan was in the lead with 42.5
points and decided to abandon his canoe and appear on a
Hydrospeed instead. It won him lots of applause but no points.
On the other hand, Christopher Noble managed to rack up
120 points for the win.
Ottilie was again in a class of her own in the women’s kayaks, all of
her runs scoring at least twice as high as her nearest rival, Lowri Davies.
Even Emma Witherford’s fan club could not lift her above third place.
The men’s kayaks were inspiring, often reaching the stage of being
almost continuous, reminiscent of the finalé of large fireworks displays
where there is no break in the action. Gav Barker got straight down to

Ottilie Robinson-Shaw in a class of her own.

Winning junior Toby Marlow.

Emma Witherford and her fan club.

Lowrie Davies, second placed woman.
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Harry Price made the most of extra time.

Christopher Noble, open C1 winner on a difficult wave.

Ben Higson, the challenger in the junior final.

Adam Ramadan on Hydrospeed.

The ever smiling Matt Stephenson.

Gav Barker made best use of entry moves.
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business with an entry move each time. At the other end, Harry Price
was about to start a move as his final whistle went and was able to get
over three times before running out of momentum. Two of his three
runs would have been outright winners but Robert Crowe got within
190 points on his final run and there were sound performances from
Gav, Matt and James Bebbington, all of whom beat the winner of every
other class.

K1WJ: 1 I Wormall, 360,0. 2 N Macken, 240.0. 3 J Leal, 230.0.
K1W: 1 O Robinson-Shaw, 1,460.0. 2 L Davies, 620.0. 3 E Witherford, 440.0.
K1MJ: 1 T Marlow, 1,790.0. 2 B Higson, 1,155.0. 3 E Jones, 610.0.
K1M: 1 H Price, 2,600.0. 2 R Crowe, 2,410.0. 3 G Barker, 2,045.0.
C1W: 1 O Robinson-Shaw, 760.0. 2 J Fantastic, 90.0. 3 R Green, 30.0.
C1M: 1 M Stephenson, 1,055.0. 2 J Ibbotson, 940.0. 3 A Ramadan, 920.0.
OC1: 1 C Noble, 120.0. 2 A Ramadan, 42.5. 3 C Proud, 40.0.
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Martina Satkova.

Suchaneck/Rolenc.

Ondrej Rolenc.

Rolenc the most successful ever
World Championships
Frenchman Etienne Klatt showed no signs of nerves at his
first senior wild water world championships by qualifying
fastest in the men’s C1 sprint in windy conditions at Bratislava
on the Friday.
Czech Martina Satkova began her quest for a first ever women’s K1
sprint world title by posting the quickest heat time, team mate Marie
Nemcova did the same in the C1 while Germany’s Yannic Lemmen,
chasing his first men’s K1 world championship medal, was almost a full
second faster than the rest of the field.
Czech’s Daniel Suchanek and Ondrej Rolenc were fastest in the
men’s C2 with Slovak twin brothers and three time C2 Olympic gold
medallists Pavol and Peter Hochschorner extending their international
career by one day by qualifying for the Saturday’s final.
The 23 year old Klatt, an U23 C2 gold medallist, finished 0.75
of a second ahead of Czech Vladimir Slanina with three time world
champion Ondrej Relenc third fastest.
‘It’s my first world championships so I feel happy with this result,’ he
said.
‘I don’t really feel nervous. I think I have shown a lot of improvement
in this last year because I think if this had been last year I would have
been much more stressed. To be good today doesn’t mean that I will do
good tomorrow so I must stay focused.’
Reigning C1 sprint gold medallist Martina Satkova was eying off a
chance at history by becoming the first wild water racer to win both a
K1 and a C1 sprint world title at a senior world championships.
The 23 year old Satkova achieved both titles at a junior and U23
world championships but was yet to win a K1 sprint senior title. She
qualified fastest for the Saturday’s final in the K1 and seventh fastest in
the C1.
‘I am so happy to have done this on my first run because I have a
really busy programme so if I can rest it will be so good for me,’ Satkova
said after her K1 run.
‘I feel really good but the main race is tomorrow so we will see then.’
Satkova finished just 0.07 second ahead of France’s Pauline Freslon
with Germany’s Elisabeth Kostle third quickest.
Marie Nemcova was chasing her first C1 world title after previously
taking silver and bronze. She posted the fastest qualifying time despite
using a move she had never done before.
‘I switched at one place where I had never switched before but it was
okay so I’m really happy,’ Nemcova said.
‘I feel pretty good but this course is pretty hard so every time it can
be a surprise what happens so I really don’t know.
‘It’s been a little hard because we didn’t really have much training or
races so it was a challenge so I’m really glad we can be here again.
Team mate Tereza Kneblova was second fastest and Italian Cecilia
Panato third.
The 26 year old Lemmen was hoping to finally break through for a
K1 sprint world championship medal this weekend. His closest finish so
far had been a fourth placing at his first world titles in 2015, missing a
medal by a fraction of a second.
‘I’m feeling really good. I really love the course. I’m really happy with
the white water; it’s quite heavy,’ Lemmen said.

ICF photographs

Wild Water Racing

Etienne Klatt.

Cecilia Panato.
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Nejc Znidarcic.

‘I’m pretty happy with my run; it was almost perfect. There
was a little mistake at the end but overall it was such a nice
run; hopefully I will repeat it in the final.’
In men’s C2 the Czech Republic was hoping to win the
only major gold medal which has eluded them in senior world
championships after posting the fastest qualifying time on Friday.
Daniel Suchanek and Ondrej Rolenc were hoping to snap a Czech
losing streak which extended for 14 world championships.
‘We will see; two years ago our colleagues finished second so I think
all the Czech boats will try to do better here,’ Suchanek said.
‘Every medal will be okay but we will fight.’
France’s Pierre Troubady and Hugues Moret finished second
fastest while three time C2 Olympic gold medallists Pavol and Peter
Hochschorner, in their final international race, moved into Saturday’s
final in third position.
Multiple world title holders Nejc Znidarcic of Slovenia and Ondrej
Rolenc became world champions again as class and experience showed
through on the finals day.
Cecilia Panato returned to the top of the podium in the women’s C1
sprint and Lise Vinet made it a fourth consecutive world title for France
in the women’s K1 sprint.
Rolenc enjoyed a day out, winning his fourth C1 wild water sprint
title and then teaming up with Daniel Suchanek to win the first ever
C2 sprint world title for the Czech Republic.
‘It’s pretty amazing. I still can’t believe it,’ Suchanek said.
‘If someone had told us we will win here, against all these teams who
are so strong, I would not have believed it.’
‘Here you need a lot of luck to make a good run and today I made
two very good runs so I am satisfied,’ Rolenc said.
Three time world champions Quentin Dazeur and Stephane
Santamaria took the silver while team mates Pierre Troubady and
Hugues Moret took the bronze. Pavol and Peter Hochschorner bid
farewell to their home fans with a seventh placing.
Rolenc said he had been contemplating retirement but, after adding
this year’s title to the C1 sprint he won in 2014, 2016 and 2017, he was
determined to go on.
‘I think I will go to Treignac next year and maybe after that I will say
thank you very much for my whole career and maybe then I will say
goodbye if I win, Rolenc said.
‘I would like now to say goodbye but Treignac is looking very nice so
I would like to race there. I will wait one year and see then how I feel.’
French paddlers once again filled the minor placings with Quentin
Dazeur second and Charles Ferrion third.
Znidarcic made it three world titles in a row and a fifth overall in
the men’s K1. He won his first world title in 2011, defended the title in
2012, and won again in 2018 and 2019 before adding the 2021 crown
on the Saturday.
‘I was thinking a little about this before the season started because
there were four guys who all had four championship titles and now
I have managed to grab this fifth one so I’m really happy with this,’
Znidarcic said.
‘This today was harder. I was so anxious before this race and I don’t
know why. It seems experience paid off today.
‘I will keep going for sure because I’m still enjoying it. You never get
tired of winning so until I am not competitive I will keep paddling.’
Yet again it was French paddlers completing the podium with Luca
Barone second and Maxence Barough third.
There was some success for France with Lise Vinet continuing
her country’s extraordinary run of success in the women’s K1. Vinet
became the fourth French racer in four years to be crowned K1 world
champion.
‘It was not my best run but it was my best for this week,’Vinet said.
‘I am a world champion; it is such a dream and this gold stays in
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France. It is so good to keep this title.
‘I think when we see another French athlete win this event we all
want to do the same.’
Tereza Kneblova took silver and Germany’s Jil-Sophie Eckert finished
with the bronze.
Cecilia Panato returned to the top of the podium in the women’s C1
after winning her first world title in 2018. Panato outsprinted the Czech
pair of Tereza Kneblova and Martina Satkova for the gold.
‘I was so nervous so I can’t believe I am a world champion again,’
Panato said.
‘This course is so tricky for me and there are so many chances to
make mistakes so that made me nervous.
‘I haven’t been able to train that much because of Coronavirus and
also I was training more in slalom than in downriver so this result for
me counts for so much.’

Two gold, two silver and a bronze medal on the final day gave the
Czech Republic the award as the most successful team overall while
two medals for Ondrej Rolenc elevated him to the most successful wild
water world championships medal winner ever.
The 29 year old now has 13 medals, one ahead of Znidarcic and
Stephane Santamaria.
The 2022 wild water world championships will be held in Treignac,
France.

ICF

K1W: 1 L Vinet, France, 58.13. 2 T Kneblova, Ceská, 58.27. 3 J Eckert, Deutschland, 58.48.
10 L Milne, GB, 61.31.
K1M: 1 N Znidarcic, Slovenija, 51.46. 2 L Barone, France, 52.02. 3 M Barouh, France, 51.03.
K1MT: 1 Deutschland, 57.30. 2 France, 57.31. 3 Slovenija, 57.88. 7 GB, 75.71.

Wiltshire Browns take K1 titles
British Open Sprint Championships
A glorious summer evening greeted competitors to the WWR
British Open sprint at Holme Pierrepont. Although entries were
limited, travel distances were not, participants having travelled from as
far away as Taunton and a contingent from Breadalbane. In addition
there was strong support from racers in the previous week’s national
marathon championships, particularly from Nottingham Kayak Club.
The latter had limited success although Francis Huntingford took a 4th
place in men’s K1.
The five men’s C2s on the water were a welcome recovery for the
class after recent years when they have been absent, in addition to the
Christie sisters from Break Out, part of South Leicestershire Scouts.
The weak link in the entries was in C1, with over 60s Peter Goode and
Dave Williams the sole representatives.
Logic says racers should be freshest on their first runs but practice says
these would have served as warm ups, 73% of competitors getting their
faster results the second time.
In the women’s K1 Hannah Brown took a 3 second lead on first runs
from Victoria Murray. Brown took a further quarter second off on her
second run while Murray’s first run was fast enough to retain her 2nd
place.
Only four of the men’s K1s beat Brown’s time. One of them was
Frederick Brown. He, Jacob Holmes and Robert Jefferies were the
fastest men’s K1s on the first run. All improved on their second attempt,
Brown by nearly 2 seconds to give a fastest time of the day of 46.01
seconds.
The men’s C2 first runs put Bannatyne/Tomlinson ahead of the
Merrifield brothers and Mallon/Mclean with only 0.31 second between
the three. All the C2s improved on their second runs, the under 16 crew
of Mallon/Mclean by 2.65 seconds to take the win at 54.16 seconds.

Jacob Holmes placed second.

Bannatyne/Tomlinson, second C2.

Women’s winner Hannah Brown.

The Christie sisters, the only women’s C2.
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Peter Goode winning on home waters.
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Above: Mallon/Mclean winning men’s C2.
Left: Maggie Dilai, another Nottingham paddler.

Robert Jefferies placed third.

WWR secretary Dave Williams.

The Merrifield brothers, third C2.
K1W: 1 H Brown, Bradford-on-Avon, 50.24. 2 V Murray, Breadalbane, 53.50.
3 L Milne, Pinkston Panthers, 54.75.
K1M: 1 F Brown, Wilts Y, 46.01. 2 J Holmes, Breadalbane, 48.07. 3 R Jefferies, Banbury, 49.02.
C1M: 1 P Goode, Holme Pierrepont, 1:08.15. 2 D Williams, Nottingham Univ Exiles, 1:11.71.
C2W: 1 Christie/Christie, Break Out, 1:01.37
C2M: 1 Mallon/Mclean, Central Region Cats/Breadalbane, 54.16.
2 Bannatyne/Tomlinson, Soar Valley/Manvers, 54.97. 3 Merrifield/Merrifield, Taunton, 56.69.

Victoria Murray, second woman.

Sports engineering research
Dr Simon Goodwill presented the work of the Sports Engineering
Research Group to the Surrey branch of the Institution of Engineering
& Technology in May. Part of Hallam University in Sheffield in the old
Don Valley athletics site, it is the world’s largest academic research centre
for sports engineering, concentrating primarily on winning Olympic
medals. The group work with all 26 summer Olympic sports although
canoeing was not mentioned in the presentation. Use of cameras and
computer analysis is a common theme but there are some unexpected
concepts, such as the fact that people perform differently when training
alone from how they perform when faced with TV cameras and
thousands of spectators, for which virtual reality can provide an element
of simulation.

Winning man Frederick Brown.

Nottingham competitor Lucy Guest.

Francis Huntingford of Nottingham.
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The silent Olympics

So, the silent Olympics took place and results were obtained, perhaps
not the ones they would have been if training opportunities had been
the same for all. The biggest losers were the city of Tokyo who, with no
spectators, were left with a £13,000,000,000 debt. With 2020 vision
or the benefit of hindsight, would they have chosen to have been

the hosts? Are the Parisians confident that everything will be back to
normal in three years’ time?

Above: an official parking
receipt as presented from the
National Water Sports Centre.
Left: notification near the
centre buildings.

Laura Milne placed third.
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Remote charging

Various groups arriving at Holme Pierrepont at the beginning of
September were faced not with people collecting parking fees but
handing out notices about new parking charge arrangements, something
they are unlikely to do every day indefinitely. It is now intended that
most people will pay by phone. Vehicles are filmed arriving and leaving
and their number plates recorded.
For those unable or unwilling to supply their details by phone there
is a single meter by the entrance to the outdoor adventure zone. From
its location, presumably watersports users are not the top priority. I tried
it on the Saturday. I ensured I had £5 in coins in my pocket, rather a
rarity these days. The person in front of me did not and the machine
would not accept his card.
An alternative for those on the other side of the regatta course is to
pay at the centre reception desk. The helpful parking attendant, on his
first weekend of employment here, said, correctly, that if the desk was
unmanned, as was the situation on the Sunday, I should knock on the
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second door on the right beyond it and a member of staff would come
out. I paid my £5 when she did but was not offered a receipt. In the
circumstances I thought it better to have one and it was written out
longhand for me on a scrap of paper.
The scheme is being run by Serco. Living in the southwest, I rarely
need to use the Dartford Crossing, also managed by Serco, the last on
the Thames, the next upstream being the Woolwich free ferry some
15km upstream on the South Circular. Others are less fortunate, even
some heading to Holme Pierrepont from the southeast.
While all significant Scottish bridges are now toll free, as is the Prince
of Wales bridge between England and Wales, the situation is different
in parts of England. The two tunnels and a bridge which make up
the Dartford Crossing were effectively paid for by 2003. The toll was
increased by a third in 2012 and as much again in 2014 when the
toll booths were removed because the money could not be raked in
fast enough and was resulting in congestion. There is information on
display about the Dart charge, to be paid by phone, and mention of
the London Congestion Charge, which may not make sense even to
those who speak English as that zone is above Tower Bridge, well over
20km upstream. Lack of anywhere to pay suggests there is no need to
pay and lack of anywhere to stop to check adds to the illusion. The
crossing is used by 160,000 vehicles per day, 5% of the drivers of which
do not make the payment by midnight the following day because they
do not have phones, the ones they have are not operating, they do not
understand or they just forget. Thus, they incur an initial fine of £35 on
top of the toll, if paid within 14 days, to be recovered otherwise even
from drivers in Europe. There is little sympathy if you give your card
details to a scam crossing website. I recall having to go home a day early
to get to my computer to pay the charge by the cutoff time. For drivers
who do not have an online presence there are some other obscure ways
to pay, details available online, but you would not want to rely on Royal

Mail to deliver your cheque by the following afternoon and you would
not want to forget, like so many. The crossing is free from 10pm to 6am
so, presumably, there must be a regular bottleneck of traffic on the M25
slowing in order not to arrive just before 10pm with a corresponding
rush to get there before 6am.
Do the maths. Compare the income from fines with the £70,000,000
per year from tolls. Perhaps the attitude at Holme Pierrepont will be
different.

World Games qualification

The World Games in Birmingham, Alabama, next year will include
the first marathon event. Teams will have a single K1 in each of the
male and female classes, up to a maximum of 20 kayaks. Britain has
qualified a starter in each class, who will also be able to take part in a
short distance race. The events will be on Jul 11/12th in the Oak Park
Mountain State.
Polo will be at the Birmingham Crossplex venue over Jul 14-17th.
Qualification was to have been decided on the world championships in
Rome in June. France, Italy and the Netherlands have secured men’s and
women’s team places for Europe with GB the remaining women’s team
and Spain the last men’s. Notably absent are the Germans, who have
dominated the competition since it was started in 2005 with five of the
eight wins over that period.

Rachel’s latest move

Rachel Smith has joined maritime medical experts Red Square
Medical. A qualified paramedic, she is now using her medical, marine
and marketing skills together. In the past she has been the Bank of
Scotland’s marketing manager for marine finance, has worked for the
Hydrographic Office, has rowed the Atlantic and has been our prolific
dragon boat racing correspondent.

Size A4

Back then

336 pages

50 years ago

65 maps

* Written by Albert Woods with cartoons by Don Charlesworth and prepared by Midland Canoe Club, the
humorous long report on Chris Hawkesworth’s British Grand Canyon expedition was issued as a supplement to
White Water Magazine.

Soft cover

1,018 photographs

20 years ago

978 1 4729 2972 3

* Anna Hemmings and Helen Gilby took the women’s K2 gold at the
Stockton world marathon championships, Anna’s second in two days.
* Peter Bland, on a course umpire’s boat at the world sprint championships
at Poznan, put his blazer on to follow each race, as required by ICF rules,
but removed it because of the heat each time while returning to the start.
The event’s opening ceremony let off 1.2t of fireworks but the Brazilian’s
hit upon economy by buying a Trabant as cheaper than hiring a real car.
* John Court used his Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship to visit
exotic parts of the Pacific with the intention of using outrigger canoe
racing for the disabled.
* Cleveland Metroparks regained their world record with a raft of 776
canoes and kayaks.
* The EA warned that there would be floods on rivers if they relinquished
control of navigation.
* The Outdoor Industries Association ran a £100,000 advertising
campaign to get the country back on its ‘feet’ in the aftermath of the Foot
& Mouth shutdown, despite the fact that former slalomist Andrew Maxted
was their marketing and development director.
* Southampton Boat Show included a steep white water rapid with paddlers on flow to 2m3/s.
* Our guide to the River Waveney included the canoe launch platforms installed as part of the river’s new
access agreement, which the Government were to ignore when imposing their own inferior ‘agreement’.
* John Griffiths coached the British women’s and mixed crews to beat China at the fourth world dragon boat
championships in the USA.

Price £30.00

*Peter Bray paddled solo and unsupported across the Atlantic on his second attempt despite numerous storms.
* Malta Canoe Union paddlers achieved the first one day kayak circumnavigation of Malta.
* Percy Blandford recalled getting into trouble with the Post Office for stuffing his local postbox with his
successful PBK plans.
* Sweden was offered as a destination with no tides, predictable weather, multiple islands and the ability to
land almost anywhere.
* The French authorities declared a boat with length:beam ratio exceeding 10:1, such as the British Nordkapp
at 10.4:1, was a beach toy and it would be illegal to go more than 300m from shelter.
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Based on the acclaimed canal guide series in
Canoeist, this is a comprehensive and absorbing
survey of Britain’s canal network and provides a
fascinating insight into the linked up waterways
as well as the isolated cuts and quiet waters
which may not be navigable by larger craft.
From Tiverton Basin on the Grand Western
Canal to the Beauly Firth at the end of the
Caledonian Canal, Br itain has a unique
canal network. Infinitely var ied, it passes
picturesque open countryside, wild moorland,
coastal harbours, historic industrial buildings,
modern city centres, canalside public houses
and abundant wildlife. Every aspect of the
canals is examined, their construction, rich
history, stunning scenery, heritage, incredible
engineering, impressive architecture and even
their associated folkore, wildlife and art. Enticing
photographs give a flavour of each place and
places of interest close to the canals are included.
This third edition is updated and with
stunning new photography. Packed with maps
and fascinating text, it is an attractive, inspiring
and practical guide for boaters, walkers, bikers,
holidaymakers, riders and everyone else who uses
the canals and towpaths throughout the year.
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3rd edition 2017
Also in ePub and PDF eBook
formats

Also available in compact abridged
format as
The Canal Guide

Review of third edition:

230 x 160mm

‘excellently researched content
and a mass of illustrations...
This new edition updates all
the previous information, where
required, so therefore presents
a current detailed overview of
Britain’s waterway network.
There are also a number of new
photographs of the same high
quality as those of the previous
editions, mostly again by author
Stuart Fisher. It remains one of
the few of a select number of
general waterway books that
I would recommend for your
bookshelves.’ Harry Arnold, Towpath Talk

352 pages
74 maps
294 photographs
Soft cover
978 1 4729 7405 1
2nd edition 2021
Price £18.99
Also in ePub and PDF eBook formats

Review of second edition:
‘There have been numerous guides
published to the inland waterways network
of England and Wales, but you might sense
that this one could be a little different...
And you’d be right. This isn’t a typical
waterways guide’ Canal Boat
‘the perfect resource for anyone planning a
day out or a longer holiday along Britain’s
wonderful waterways network’ Alison Alderton, Towpath Talk
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Developed from the guides in
Canoeist, this book is similar in format
to the best selling Canals of Britain.
This comprehensive and fascinating
guide to Britain’s river navigations
explores routes known and unknown,
from world famous rivers like the
Thames and the Severn to hidden
backwaters like the Wharfe, the
Wissey and the Lark. Along the way
this absorbing survey discovers the
world’s largest castle, hills that are
actually below sea level, mansions and
palaces, rural idylls and hubs of modern
industry. It is an attractive, inspiring
but also practical guide, featuring
history and folklore, engineering and
architecture, riverbank art and waterside
pubs. Beautiful photography captures
the stunning scenery and helpful maps
help link everything together.

Developed from the guides in Canoeist,
this book is similar in format to the best
selling Canals of Britain.
Featured are the tidal sections of rivers,
estuaries, tideways, havens, sea lochs, firths
and kyles, an amazingly varied range of
waters.
Covering well known tidal rivers, the
picturesque, the industrial and small rivers
off the beaten track, this book looks at
the navigation aspects of waters which
often get overlooked, especially if they
have challenging conditions.Yet they
teem with wildlife, are steeped in history,
have dramatic engineering and stunning
architecture and are where inland rivers
morph into the open sea. Of necessity
they have been used by invaders and
traders since the mists of time. Here there
are history and folklore, places of interest,
waterside pubs, villages, towns and cities
and navigation features from rapids and
weirs to vast open reaches of water, from
Carrick Roads to the Kyle of Sutherland.

Size A4
256 pages

Size A4

49 maps

304 pages

608 photographs

70 maps

Soft cover

716 photographs

978 1 4729 0084 5

Soft cover

1st edition 2013

978 1 4081 4656 9

Price £25.00 inc P&P from
mail@canoeist.co.uk

1st edition 2012

Also in ePUB and PDF eBook
formats at £22.50

In ePUB and PDF
eBook formats at £22.50

‘the reader senses the author has
actually boated the waterways
about which he writes. Virtually
all the photographs are his own,
many obviously taken from his
kayak; no mean feat... this is a
most enjoyable book which may
well inspire the reader to widen
their knowledge of Britain’s river
navigations.’ Keith Goss, Waterways World
‘He packs in miles of paddling,
and pages of travelogue info’ Rowan Mantell,
Eastern Daily Press
‘A comprehensive and practical
guide to Britain’s waterways with
stunning photography and useful
maps is a winning combination’ Gay Armstrong, Towpath Talk
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‘New books on rivers keep surfacing
but here is an ambitious volume
that stands firmly on its own...
it transcends the conventional
temptation to be pigeonholed.’ Peter Faulkner, BBC Countryfile
‘as a reference book, it is unmatched’
- Kensington & Chlesea Today

Size A4
22 pages
6 maps
58 photographs
PDF format
1st edition 2021
Free from
www.canoeist.co.uk/booksfree

‘there are some absolute gems to
be found in Fisher’s knowledgeable
and eclectic commentaries... an
interesting reference work for anyone
who enjoys paddling in or walking
alongside Britain’s great waterways.’
- Lakeland Walker
‘this book thinks out of the box... an
impressive and colourful coffee table
read.’ Stephen Sinfield, Burton Mail

Size A4
52 pages
22 maps
147 photographs
PDF format
1st edition 2021
Free from
www.canoeist.co.uk/booksfree
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From Berwick to the Solway, from
the clear blue waters of Cornish bays
to the tempestuous seas around rugged
Pembrokeshire headlands, Coastal Britain
journeys around the varied shorelines of
England & Wales.
From remote countryside to modern
cities, through industrial hubs to fishing
villages that have remained largely
untouched for centuries, Coastal Britain
visits all the places of interest along
the entire coastline, exploring history
and heritage, striking architecture and
engineering, wonderful flora and fauna,
on the way delving into art, relevant
literature and culture. With maps and
evocative photography, local brews to
artefacts, nautical conditions and features
that help convey the character of each
area, Coastal Britain presents the array of
facets that make each stretch of shoreline
special.

Scotland has perhaps the most diverse
and attractive coast in Europe although
not always the easiest. The Corrievreckan
is one of the largest whirlpools in the
world, the Pentland Firth has some of the
fastest currents in Europe, the Mull of
Kintyre and Cape Wrath are a long way
from civilization and some of the biggest
surf in Britain is found along the north
coast. Navigation aspects are covered fully.
Yet it is a coastline which is
unbelievably beautiful, much of it wild
with secluded places. From deserted
sweeps of sand to rugged cliffs, from
exposed headlands to sheltered sea lochs,
from eagles to whales it is an endlessly
fascinating coast.
Coastal Scotland visits all the coastline,
including the larger inshore islands, the
history, heritage and culture, architecture
and engineering, flora and fauna, art and
literature, the full spectrum of facets that
make each stretch of coastline so special.

Size A4

Size A4

336 pages

208 pages

658 photographs

465 photographs

61 maps

41 maps

Soft cover

Soft cover

978 1 4729 5869 3

978 1 4729 5870 9

1st edition 2019

1st edition 2020

Price £25.00

Price £25.00

Also in ePUB and PDF eBook
formats

Also in ePUB and PDF eBook
formats

‘Dramatic photographs and maps complement a
fascinating survey of Scotland’s diverse coastline.
Fisher has provided a treasure trove of interesting
facts and knowledge’ - The Scots Magazine
‘With detailed maps and evocative photography,
Coastal Scotland will have readers itching to explore
this rich and fascinating stretch of coast’ - Countryside
A brilliant addition to Stuart Fisher’s series of
observations from his sea kayak, possibly even
better than last year’s England and Wales volume.
Refreshingly, Fisher is not interested in analysing
his inner journey, only in recording what he learns...
A wealth of unexpected fact on every page. Highly
recommended.’ - Yachts & Yachting
‘The numerous colour photos make one want to
head off to the coast and explore immediately... I’d
recommend this book for its interest and enjoyable
mix of facts and stories. I enjoyed revisiting places I
know well and those I am yet to visit.’ Cicely Oliver, Towpath Talk
‘there’s more than enough detail here to satisfy
anyone who longs for Scotland’s shores... His kayak
noses into places which may not have been seen
before and, almost certainly, they will not have been
photographed either’ Roger Butler, Scottish Islands Explorer
Coast Book of the Month

Which book?

This visual index gives a quick guide to which waters are
included in each book.

Coastal Scotland
Coastal Britain: England & Wales
Rivers of Britain
More Tidal Rivers of Britain
British River Navigations
More British Navigations
Canals of Britain

Title				Paperback					Ebook
Coastal Scotland			
£25.00, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical £20.00, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical
Coastal Britain: England & Wales
£25.00, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical £20.00, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical
Rivers of Britain									£22.50, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical
More Tidal Rivers of Britain								Free from www.canoeist.co.uk/booksfree
British River Navigations		
£25.00 inc P&P from mail@canoeist.co.uk		
£22.50, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical
More British Navigations								Free from www.canoeist.co.uk/booksfree
Canals of Britain			
£30.00, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical £24.00, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical
The Canal Guide			
£18.99, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical £17.09, see www.bloomsbury.com/uk/non-fiction/nautical

