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TOURING
May
19-21 Broadly Norfolk, OC, Barton 		
Broad
June
1
Round Cumbrae
3
R Teith by OC
9-11 Summer Sailing, OC, Rutland
Water
15
Round Wee Cumbrae
22
Gantocks
July
14-16 Lakes Classic, OC, Ullswater
September
8-10 Welsh Weekend, OC, Bala
29-1 Scottish Late Summer, OC, L
Lomond
October
14-16 Last Chance, OC, Coniston
SURFING
May
13/14 French Cup, W, Erdeven
20/21 Newcastle O, W
September
8
Scottish Championships
MARATHON
May
6/7
German National Championships,
Kettelerufer
7
R Spey
11
Lowport Summer Series 1
14
Basingstoke Canal CC, H
14
Malton & Norton, H
14
Worcester, H
14
Forth & Clyde 1
14
SW Schools Championships,
Exeter
21
Chester 1, H
21
Hastings 1066, H
21
Norwich, H
21
Nottingham KC, H
21
Tamar, H
27
Dordogne Integrale
27
Conwy Ascent
26-28 WC, Willebroek
28
Reading Circuit, H
28
S Lakes, H, Coniston Water
28
Tay Leukaemia
June
8
Lowport Summer Series 2
10
Forth Challenge Sea
11
Burton, H
11
Derwent Mike Jones Memorial, H
11
Royal CC, H, Teddington
11
Thames Valley Circuit, H
11
Glasgow Canal
18
Fal, H
18
Hereford Wye, H
18
Leighton Buzzard, H
18
Oxford Midsummer, H
24
Bath-Bradford-on-Avon Classic
24/25 39th Cheshire Ring Canal
25
Bradford-on-Avon, H
25
Brigg, H
25
Richmond, H
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25
29-2
July
6
9
9
9
9
9
15/16
15/16
16
16
16

Shropshire, H
European Championships, Vila
Nova de Gaia

Lowport Summer Series 3
Bishop’s Stortford, H
Calder 1, H
Macclesfield Adelphi, H
Southampton, H
Inverness
Washburn, 1
Ironbridge, 2
Richmond, H
Lower Exe, H
Pete White Memorial, H, 		
Ironbridge
23
Medway
29
ACM, Pangbourne
29/30 National Championships, 		
Pangbourne
August
1
Lowport Summer Series 2
3
Lowport Summer Series 4
6
Trentham, H
6
Glasgow Green
8
Linlithgow L
10
Forth & Clyde
12
56th Narcea Descent
12/13 Trossachs
19
Colin Chapman Memorial Wye
Descent
20
20th Cinca Descent
20
Tonbridge, H
26
Longridge, H
27
Camel, H
September
4-10 World Championships, 		
Pietermaritzburg
7
Lowport Summer Series 5
10
29th Milan Rosa Memorial, 		
Dobrohost
10
Calder 2, H
10
Dart Circuit, H
10
Pangbourne, H
10
Poole Harbour
16/17 French National Championships,
Gray
17
Chester 2, H
17
Henley, H
17
Soar Valley, H
20
National Schools 			
Championships
24
Hasler Final, Richmond
30/1 Vigevano Pavia
October
1
Gloucester, H
1
Wolfreton, H
1
Forth & Clyde 2
7
Glasgow to Edinburgh Challenge
8
Elmbridge, H
8
Lincoln, H
15
Adige, Verona
15
Windsor, H
21-27 Shaoxing, WC
22
Chelmer, H
22
SCA K2 Championships, 		
Linlithgow
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29
Banbury, H
29
Fowey R, H
29
Dee
November
5
Avon Descent
11
Ardèche
12
Remembrance Day, Gt Linford
19
National Schools Championships,
Reading
26
Ross Warland Memorial Canal
Challenge, Cropredy
December
3
Stour Descent
March
30-2 Devizes-Westminster, I
SLALOM
May
1
Hornbill Cardiff Bay, P
6/7
Pinkston, 1
6/7
Orton Mere, 3/4
7
Brecon, 4/O
12-14 69th Tatra
13/14 Paul McConkey Memorial, P,
Holme Pierrepont
13/14 Manvers Waterfront Boat Club
Park, 4/O
14
Winchester, 4/O
20
La Seu d’Urgell
20
Kingsland Basin, 4
20/21 62nd Merano
20/21 Pyrenees Cup 2, La Seu d’Urgell
20/21 Wagon Lane, 3/4
20/21 Ogmore, 3/4/O
21
Yair Pool
26-28 Pyrenees Cup 1, Pau
27/28 Seaton Park, 3/4
June
1-4
European Championships,		
Tacen
3/4
Canolfan Tryweryn, 1
3/4
Stone, 3/4
10/11 Bedford WWC, 2-4
10/11 Langham Farm, 3/4
10/11 Alva, 3/4/Scottish Schools 		
Championships
16-18 Praha, WC 1
17/18 Fairnilee, 2-4
17/18 Llandysul, 2-4
17/18 Shepperton, 3/4
23-25 Augsburg, WC 2
24/25 Y Danubia Cup, Bratislava
24/25 Pinkston, 2/3
24/25 Bala Mill, 2-4
30-2 Markkleeberg, WC 3
July
1/2
Bratislava O
1/2
Washburn, 2/O
1/2
Marple, 3/4
1/2
Orton Mere, 3/4
8/9
Mezzana
8/9
Howsham Weir, 2-4
18-23 U23/J World Championships,
Bratislava
22/23 Bala Mill, 2-4
August
5/6
Llandysul, 2-4
12/13 Fairnilee, 2/3/O
17-20 U23/J European			
Championships, Hohenlimburg
19/20 Grandtully, 2
19/20 Harefield, 3/4
26/27 Grandtully, 1
September
1-3
Ivrea, WC 4
2/3
Holme Pierrepont, P/1
2/3
Bedford WWC, 2-4

2/3
8-10
9/10

Wark, 2-4/O
La Seu d’Urgell, WC F
National Inter-Club 		
Championship Finals, Bedford
9/10 Manvers Waterfront Boat Club
Park, 4/O
16/17 British O/P/2, Lee Valley
16/17 Marple, 3/4
16/17 Shepperton, 3/4
23
Alva, 3/4
23/24 Bala Mill, 2-4
23/24 W Tanfield, 2-4
27-1 World Championships, Pau
30/1 Nene, 2/3
30/1 Oughtibridge, 3/4
October
7/8
Llandysul, Pan Celtic/1/V/J16/
Championships
7/8
Darley Abbey, 3/4
8
Alpe Adria, Klagenfurt
14/15 Tees Barrage, Pan Celtic/P/1
14/15 Symonds Yat, 2/3
20-23 Pan American Championships,
Turrialba & Jimenez
21/22 Shepperton, 2/3
21/22 Stone Town Council Cup, 3/4
21/22 Grandtully, Scottish 		
Championships/O
28/29 Holme Pierrepont, 1/2
November
4/5
Brecon, 3/4/O
25
ACM, Holme Pierrepont
February
16-18 Australian O, Penrith
WWR
May
6
Paddle in the Park, Holme 		
Pierrepont
10-14 European Championships,
Skopje
13
Hamble Cl
13
Derwent Dash
14
Winchester, Wh
20
Ceské Budejovice Sp Cup
20/21 Ticino Moesa, Cl/Sp
June
2-4
Muota, WC 1
3/4
Paddle in the Park, Holme 		
Pierrepont
4
Wagon Lane
9
Holme Pierrepont, Sp
9
Pinkston Sp
9-11 Augsburg, WC 2
11
Alva Sp
16-18 Val di Sole
24
Welsh O, Cl/Sp, Bala
July
8
Manor Farm, Cl/Wh
9
Pinkston Sp
23-26 European Sp Cup, Roudnice
nad Labem
26/27 Lipno, Sp
26-30 U23/J World Championships,
Murau
August
19
Harefield, Sp/Wh
September
23
Alva Sp
27-1 World Championships, Sp, Pau
October
7
Bucklers Hard, Cl/Sp
November
12
R Teith Descent
FREESTYLE
May
16
Pinkston

June
9-12 EC, Moskva
20
Pinkston
July
18
Pinkston
August
18
Pinkston
September
19
Pinkston
30/1 European Open/British O/		
Trinations Final, Holme 		
Pierrepont
November
27-2 World Championships, San
Juan
SPRINT
May
6/7
Mas Championships, Holme
Pierrepont
13
Elmbridge
13/14 Gent
14
SW Schools Championships,
Exeter
20
Linlithgow
20/21 Montemor-o-Velho, WC 1
20/21 16th Matija Ljubek Memorial,
Zagreb
25-28 Szeged, WC 2
26-28 Piestaney
June
1-4
Beograd, WC 3
3/4
MacGregor Paddle Challenge
Inter Club & National/O U23
Championship, Holme 		
Pierrepont
15-17 Lost Mills, SUP, L Brombach
17
SCA, Motherwell
24/25 Decize
24-26 European Championships,
U23/J, Beograd
25
Kinghorn 1
30-2 Auronzo di Cadore
30-9 Mediterranean Games, Tarragona
July
1/2
Inter Services/O, Holme 		
Pierrepont
8
Royal, Teddington
14-16 European Championships,
Plovdiv
16
London
27-30 U23/J World Champiponships,
Pitesti
August
18-20 25th Moravian Championships,
Ostrzska Nova Ves
23-27 World Championships, Racice
25-27 Neerpelt
27
Kirkcaldy
28
Norwich
September
2
Scottish Championships, 		
Motherwell
2
ACM, Holme Pierrepont
2/3
National/O Paracanoe, S,J 		
Championshps, Holme 		
Pierrepont
5-7
Russian Federation President’s
Cup
23/24 38th Italian Republic Silver Medal
Trophy, Savona
November
19
National Schools Championships,
Reading
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MULTISPORT
May
13
Orfu, World Championships, M
28
Brigg Bomber,WC, M
June
3
Kretinka, World 			
Championships, L
2-7
Corsica Raid
5
Hannover, M, WC
11
Dearne Valley
11
Amphibian Pool2Shore, Kingston
17
Koberbachtal, European 		
Championships, M
17
Norfolk Superhero, Burnham
Overy Staithe
25
Worlds, Sp, Tyn-nad-Vltavou
July
2
Box End,WC, Sp
8
Artemis Gt Kindrochit
16
Chester, L
August
13
Komárno, World 			
Championships, Sp
20
Polskaman, M, WC
September
2
Bergsee Ratscher, European
Championships, Sp
3
Shrewsbury Sp
9
Linköping, M, WC
16
Awesome Foursome, Bude
SAILING
May
13/14 Llandegfedd, IC, P
27-29 W Kirby, IC, S
27-2 Saundersfoot, IC, S
June
22-25 UK National Championships,
IC, Portland
August
19-25 World Championships, IC, 		
Pwllheli
POLO
May
6
Charleroi
6
Lee Valley, SE&L2
13
Essen
20
Amsterdam
20
Pinkston, Sc1-3
27/28 St-Omer, EC 1
June
3/4
8th Superpolo, Madrid
3-5
46th German Cup, Essen
3
Glasgow O
10/11 København, EC 2
10/11 Playoffs
24/25 28th Liverpool, I
24/25 25th Mechelen
July
1
Deventer
1
Hull Challenge
15
EC 3
15/16 Playoffs
29
World Games, Wroclaw
29
London, I
August
5
Welsh O
12
Gekko
13/14 Gent
18-20 22nd De Paddel
23-27 European Championships,
St-Omer
September
9
British O
23/24 Champions League, Essen

5

DRAGON BOAT RACING
May
7
Gloucester Docks
13
9th Festival of Budapest
14
Bristol, L
14
Brighton
14
Portsmouth
20
Students Cup, Wien
21
Corporate Team Races, Limassol
21
Himley
27
13th Festival of Györ
27
Bucharest Spring Festival
27-30 Macau
28
Wraysbury, L
28
Chatham
29
Sherborne
June
3
DBS Marina, Singapore
3
L Lomond
4
Preston
9-11 15th Hungarian National 		
Championship & Qualifying 		
Championship, Fadd-Dombori
10
Lachine Knockout
10
Crosby, L
10/11 1st Federation Cup, Kolkatta
11
Chichester
11
Scarborough
11
Taunton
17/18 Bucharest Corporate Games
18
Challenge & Charity Races, 		
Limassol
18
Chester
24
3rd Hungarian National 		
Championship & Qualifying 		
Championship for 10 Paddlers’
Team, Fadd-Dombori
24
Milton Keynes, L
24
Leeds
25
Swindon
25
Woking
July
1
Paddle W, Vancouver
1
Bath
1
Llanberis

2
8/9

Fairlop
Montreal Challenge & Cultural
Festival
8/9
Corporate Games
9
Nottingham, L
9
Shrewsbury
9
York
15
5th Festival of Szombathely
15/16 Singapore Festival, Bedock 		
Reservoir
16
Kingston
27
17th European Club Crew 		
Championships, Divonne les
Bains
23
World Nations Championships,
Dianchi Lake
30
Sunderland
30
Warrington
August
12
Sheffield
13
London, L
13
Falmouth
20
Fairlop
26
Challenge 14km & 28km, Lachine
Canal
26
Arundel
26
W Sussex
27
Shoreham
28
Chipstead
September
2
8th Festival of Szeged
2
Chichester
2
Bristol
3
Abingdon
3
Stratford-upon-Avon
3-8
ICF Club Crew World 		
Championships, Venezia
9
Dublin
9
Bewl
10
Tonbridge
16
Jersey
16/17 Québec Cup
23/24 National Cup Finals, 		
Nottingham
24
Exeter

Unknown site

October
1
Zanzadrgo
November
4
10th Limassol Festival
4/5
35th Singpore R Regatta
OUTRIGGER
June
28-30 1st World D, Tahiti
July
1/2
Mauritius, WC
September
1/2
Tahiti, WC
20-24 Ohana Mana, WC, Cagliari
23/24 Te Aito Farani, Toulon
30/1 Bolleboys Dutch Coast, Castricum
ann Zee
October
27-29 Brest, WC
November
16-19 World Championships, Hong
Kong
MISCELLANEOUS
May
27-29 Crick Boat Show
June
2-4
Beale Park Boat & Outdoor Show
8-11 Keswick Mountain Festival
9-11 All Wales Boat Show, Conwy
July
14-16 Thames Traditional Boat Festival
August
11-13 Snowdonia Outdoor Festival, Bala
September
15-24 Southampton Boat Show
November
8
Reel Film Paddling Festival,
Liverpool December
January
10-14 London Boat Show
20-28 Boot Düsseldorf Show

From Pete MacDonald.
Thanks for reproducing the two photos. No responses yet from your
readers but I’m pleased to say that an ex-White Hall Centre instructor,
Alan Alldred, contacted me after noticing one of my circulars. I sent him
the two photos and he identified himself as being the kayaker. He was
playing in a Sport Dipper slalom kayak, a state-of-the-art wooden-frame
boat covered with PVC-coated canvas. Late 1965. He is not sure of the
location but says it was possibly the Halton Rapids on the River Lune.
A lifelong stickler for correct technique, Alan comments ‘There is not
much to say about the roll except it is abysmal.’

Editorial
When allegations began to emerge in the winter of football coaches
subjecting boys to sexual activity and the Football Association hotline
received more than 1,700 phonecalls it seemed unlikely that the
misdemeanors would stop within football.
People supervising youngsters
in canoeing have ended up
behind bars before now for
their activities.
Canoeing coaches reporting
the concerns of parents have
found the management ranks closed against them and it was said that
the police had complained of their time being wasted, an allegation the
police denied having made, as you would expect. A coach was accused
by a committee chairman from the chair at an annual meeting in
libellous fashion for making a report actually made by someone else, this
later being justified as just the chairman’s opinion rather than an official
position. One does not expect long suspensions from membership for
those reporting such issues.
The only time I have called directly for the suspension of a named
official involved a coach allegedly having an extra marital affair with
the young woman he was coaching, being in a position to influence her
team selection.
The BBC reported that a coach was suspended in December
following a formal complaint but the BC union would not comment
until the investigation was completed, still awaited half a year later. The

The downward
spiral

Daily Mail went further, claiming that a place at Rio had been offered in
exchange for sex. Another paddler said that she had been propositioned
with a similar incentive by the same coach. Team members had
expressed concerns as long ago as 2009 about the coach and an 18 year
old competitor. That year the entire senior men’s team signed a letter
objecting to the coach, who was moved to a different area of coaching
although the management were said to have wanted the issue hushed
up. The coach was said to have issued death threats against the family of
one of the complainants.
A further Daily Mail feature reported a former paddler claiming a
‘toxic environment’ of bullying, which was ignored by coaches and even
a sports psychologist.
The current allegations relate to issues within the elite competitive
side of the sport yet one has only to look back through past issues of
Canoeist to see that bullying was frequent outside competition up to
the highest levels of management. New president Ivan Lawler suggests
putting historical issues aside and moving forward as a number of the
worst culprits have now been replaced. Think back to the Lyme Bay
trial where the judge did not reduce the fines because the business had
been sold to somebody else.
We have seen competitive careers destroyed and lives, families, homes,
careers and businesses wrecked. We cannot simply push everything
under the rug as if nothing has happened, expecting the victims just to
shrug their shoulders and forget about it.
My last editorial in November preceded the recent allegations.
It ended by referring to ‘a legacy of toxic issues which need to be
addressed. Toxic issues can be very expensive to resolve but little
progress can be made until they have been put right.’ The situation has
just deteriorated further.

Stuart Fisher

Has your email address changed or do you want to be added to the mailing list
when copies of Canoeist are issued?
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk with your name and email address (with your former email address if changed)
and ask us to add you to the list

Love it
Publisher contact
Canoeist, Longcroft, Mill Lane, Corston, Wilts SN16 0HH
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
those of the editor or publishers. References to waters
do not necessarily imply that access or passage is
legally permitted or that they are safe in all conditions.
The editor and publishers can not be held responsible
for any omissions of references to hazards from notes
on these waters. They do not necessarily support
advertising claims nor do they hold themselves
responsible for inadequacies in items of equipment
reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is the not for profit magazine of Paddlers
International and the International Sea Kayak
Association. Enquiries to governing bodies and
associations should be addressed to them.

Just a mile or two from
Anywhere,
The burger pan on the bonfire
Cooking tea
With a small tent pitched
Above the high water line
As the first star of
The evening comes out
To visit me.
The calling of the curlew,
The screeching of an owl,
An all alone canoeist
Sat on my canoeing skirt,
Bulked up by an old
Bathroom striped towel.
Oh, sure, I have a marine VHF
And lights and flares and stuff
But the truth is that I am
An old man pretending to
Be young again
And super super tough,
Off to bed at midnight
And up and off at dawn.
An old man I might well be
But yet happy not forlorn

Cover: Rachel Houston
and Louise Revell
competing in C2 during
the British Open WWR at
Grandtully.
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Just a mile or two from
Anywhere,
In truth only staying out
One night,
But in this, the world of rush
And tare and madness,
It’s an old canoeist best
of all, one absolute delight.

Kevin Pyne
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Scottish wild camping ban

One of the valuable aspects of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act of
2003 was the allowance of wild camping, subject to certain common
sense restrictions. It has been an allowance that has attracted many
outdoor enthusiasts to the wilds of Scotland. Now this has been turned
on its head by the Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park, who have
brought in bylaws which make wild camping illegal across a great
swathe of the southern Highlands between March and September.
They say that only 4% of the national park is affected but that is
nearly all waterside. Take out the mountains and the figure suddenly
looks very large. Take out the physically impossible locations, such as
banks of boulders leading up to trunk roads and we are probably talking
about the majority. Take out the areas which the park inspectors cannot
reach easily themselves to inspect and we are definitely talking about
the majority. Affected waters include
Loch Achray (all)
Achray Water
Loch Ard
Loch Arklet
River Balvag
Black Water
Loch Chon
Loch Doine
Loch Drumkie
Loch Earn (all)
Loch Falloch
River Forth
Kendrum Burn
River Larig
Loch Lomond
Loch Long
Loch Lubnaig
River Teith (with Falls of Leny)
Loch Venachar
Loch Voil
Two of the largest unaffected are Loch Goil (this month’s guide)
and Loch Katrine, the latter banned to boats (except the Sir Walter Scott
steamship, which has used it since 1900) until 2003 because it supplies
drinking water to Glasgow but now welcoming unpowered boats as a
result of the act. Besides, there are virtually no roads so officials cannot
reach it. Nor can officials easily reach the Loch Lomond islands, which
can provide refuges at the southern end of that loch.
The central issue is stated as antisocial campers, typically a carload
coming out from Glasgow, making lots of noise and leaving a spread of

8

litter. We all deplore this but the littering is already illegal. Of course, all
of that can happen without actually camping, just leaving late. The park
accepts that boaters and hikers are not the problem but no attempt has
been made to exclude them from the ban. Indeed, there are indications
that wild camping from vehicles might already be illegal, so that these
bylaws are to extend the ban to boaters, cyclists and hikers.
A lot of effort goes into teaching responsible canoeing. Large lochs,
particularly Loch Lomond, can be subject to sudden changes in the
weather. Paddlers are taught to watch for these and to get off the water
before conditions deteriorate significantly. Conditions can quickly reach
the point where it is no longer safe to paddle across to the sheltered side
of the loch, if there is one.
They are also taught to watch for the first signs of hypothermia,
which can happen even on a relatively mild day, again getting off the
water as soon as possible. If one of a group is showing symptoms, others
are likely to follow with capsizes and rapidly deteriorating prospects.
Paddlers International learned about this after the bylaws were in
place. We expressed concerns and were told that the SCA had made
exactly the same points. SCA chairman Eddie Palmer told us ‘The SCA
has not “agreed” to the new bye-laws. We have had to accept them... we
do not consider that consultation was early enough or good enough’.
The requirement is to use formal campsites. Officials will not take
action in what they consider to be genuine emergencies, normally with
campsites booked in advance and park authorities telephoned to advise
of changes, regardless of telephone availability. Experienced paddlers will
have excuses that they were not planning to stay overnight but thought
the weather was deteriorating or one of their group was showing the

The national park is in yellow. Wild camping bans operate in the dark green, dark blue, orange and magenta areas.

A notice beside Loch Rannoch, which is outside the Loch Lomond
& Trossachs National Park. Its begins by explaining about how non
motorized vehicles are not permitted under the Land Feform Act.
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first signs of hypothermia. The fatalities will hit those less experienced
paddlers who will take chances with the conditions rather than risk
£500 fines and criminal records. Application of the ban will depend on
which side of bed the officials got out in the morning.
There is a suspicion that a hidden agenda is to force wild campers
back to paid campsites, which must have lost trade as a result of the
2003 act. The cost of campsites will alter the finances of a trip by a party
of young paddlers and restrict their ability to behave safely and to travel
at a pace and to places which suit their choice on the day.
Ramblers Scotland say there are not enough campsite pitches.
Campers will be required to bring their own firewood, nonsense
for hikers and cyclists. RS believe the stated issues could have been
addressed with low cost campsites and by enforcing existing laws.
They were unhappy that the park was going ahead with the plan. ‘It
undermines Scottish access rights by providing too few tent pitches to
cope with demand and by charging to camp in previously free areas.
‘Campers often won’t get any toilets, drinking water or bins in return
and we fear the hassle, cost and insufficient number of permits may put
people off visiting this wonderful area,’ said director Brendan Paddy.
Some 300 camping and motoring places will be available compared
with the 800 tents which have been recorded on busy weekends. This
is being referred to as ‘managing pressure’. As VisitScotland tries to
encourage tourists to come to the area, the national park tries to drive
them away. It also means maps of ban areas now have to be carried and
boundaries estimated.
A further ban is on sleeping in vehicles. We are regularly told not

to drive when tired but to stop and rest, at which point one may well
fall asleep, much preferable to doing so at the wheel. A typical scenario
might be someone driving down the A82 after an active weekend on
the west coast. There is a continuous banned sleep area from south of
Crianlarich to south of Luss, over 30km, before reaching the run in
to Glasgow and the motorway network. The restriction is little shorter

Wild campers are still welcome on Loch Katrine.
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Another big
statue planned

Andy Scott, designer
of the Kelpies, has
proposed a 30m high
Bigman. For the Forth
& Clyde Canal, the
figure would support
a three way bridge at
Stockingfield Junction
where the Glasgow
Branch leaves to run
down to the Pinkston
site.

Calder & Hebble
cleanup

Members of Pennine
Canoe and Rowing Club
have taken part in a
cleanup on the Calder
& Hebble Navigation.
Much plastic waste
had been left in the
vegetation along the
banks by the 2015
Boxing Day floods.

C1 and C2 paddlers
need to take care that,
by paddling only on one
side, they do not develop
body assymetry.

10
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Santa in the northwest of England

Scott Nairstow

Santa Splash events were run on the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal this winter. There were 3km runs from
Eldonian Village to Bootle and out and back trips from
Blackburn.

Perurena secures third term

Spaniard Jose Perurena has been reselected to head
up the ICF for a third term. Vice presidents are Tony
Estanguet of France, Thomas Konietzko of Gemany
and Cécilia Farias of Argentina. Frank Gasser of Canada
remains sprint chairman, wildwater is now headed by
Tomislav Crnkovic of Croatia, Greg Smale of GB takes
over as polo chairman, Jean-Michel Prono of France
retains slalom, the long established Jorn Cronberg of
Denmark retains marathon and Lluis Rabaneda i Caselles
of Spain retains freestyle.

On the Leeds & Liverpool Canal in Blackburn.
The Keswick
Mountain Festival
organizing team get
in some quality time
on Derwentwater.

KTA

It is no joke for
canoeing cartoonist Alan
Fox, who is making a
long recovery after being
knocked off his bike and
dragged 10m along the
road under a car. His
leg was broken in four
places and he suffered
burns from the exhaust
pipe.

Scottish clubs
have reduced
charges

The Water & Sewerage
Charges Exemption
Scheme of 2015 means
that Scottish community
amateur sports clubs
with incomes less than
£200,000 per year no
longer have to pay water
or sewage charges.
Clubs with incomes
up to £300,000 per
year will pay reduced
charges.

Malta arch
collapse

Malta’s Azure window,
a large natural arch,
has collapsed, not
unexpectedly. The large
slab with sea beneath
went down during strong
winds in March.

Welsh nautical
promotion

The Welsh
Government have
named 2018 as the Year
of the Sea in order to
attract cruise ships and
promote Wales as a
watersports destination.
Inland waters and rivers
are conspicuously
absent from the
watersports promotion.
New BC president Ivan Lawler at Pewsey during the
Devizes to Westminster Race. When did you last see
a union president going somewhere with a boat?

ICF

Foxy bad news

awareness of post-traumatic stress disorder, of which he
is a sufferer. He intends to be the first paddleboarder
to complete unsupported the 1,200km Race to Alaska
before attempting to be the first person to undertake
a manpowered journey round the world in under 18
months while raising a further $21,800,000.
Luke and Hazel Robertson of Edinburgh are
attempting to cross the top of Alaska by foot, bike and
kayak, the latter a 1,100km journey. They are raising
funds for Marie Curie, Luke having survived a brain cyst
removal and being fitted with a pacemaker. Although
only 31 years old, he has skied solo and unsupported
to the South Pole. Their Due North: Alaska expedition
is being supported with a pair of donated Standard
Horizon HX870E handheld DSC VHFs with GPS and
route navigation functionality.

Jose Perurena.

Lawler elected president

Ivan Lawler has been elected president of the BC
union. As a world champion marathon paddler it was not
Crick welcomes again
Crick Boat Show, running since 1999, is the largest so much has paddling ability which got him to the top
inland waterways show and will be held on May 27-29th as his ability to plan ahead and anticipate what would
this year. There will be over 250 exhibitors and 25,000 happen. Thus, he successfully outflanked those who did
visitors are expected. As well as boats large and small not want him to stand this time. It recalls the despicable
there will be free boats trips, live music, activities for way the BCU management prevented Ray Rowe from
children, a real ale marquee and a wide variety of food standing against Ron Emes for the position some years
and drink stalls. Children under 11 get free entry. The site ago.
That distinctive Yorkshireman Chris Hawkesworth, CJ
is on the Leicester Arm of the Grand Union Canal, near
to his friends, has now retired from the union. He began
junction 18 of the M1.
After a year out, the All Wales Boat Show returns to as a canoe manufacturer in the 1960s, his Northern Wild
Conway on Jun 9-11th, offering marine craft of all sizes. Water Centre becoming the Wild Water Centre and then
For 2017 the land part of the show will be free to enter Wild Water as it expanded into paddles, buoyancy aids
(although a donation to the Sea Cadets or RNLI will be and, especially, the helmets which proved very successful.
Slaloms were run from his mill in Pateley Bridge, where
welcome) while pontoon entry will be £5.
he also served as the distinctly Tory mayor.

Visit Wales Image Centre

In November
Peter Knowles was
photographed in the
national press, not as a
canoeing star but skiing
in the Peak District.
With the first snowfall
of the winter, media
photographers were sent
out to get some good
news shots in the gloom
before the Autumn
Statement.

Halsall and Steve Murgatroyd in a marathon racing
C2 to support British Waterways’ canal bicentenary
celebrations in 1993. The 25 day journey that July began
from Nottingham and coverage included BBC TV, the
Nottingham press and the Shropshire Star and there
were broadcasts on Radio Wiltshire and daily on Radio
Leicester. BW raised a great deal of interest along the
way with their advanced publicity. Canoeist ran it as the
cover story in February 1994 with a seven page article.
This was a trip with widespread publicity for a route
suggested sixty years earlier by Bliss, a paddler who could
put his name to many canals and rivers.
Traci Lynn Martin is attempting the world’s longest
nonstop solo trip in one year. She hopes to complete
the 13,840km circuit of North America’s Great Lakes in
265 days, planning to beat Freya Hoffmeister’s 13,792km
circuit of Australia in 322 days.
Having paddled solo round South America, not to
mention Australia, Iceland and Ireland, Freya is now
tackling North America, a 50,000km journey she expects
will take her a decade to complete. Unusually, she will
paddle from Seattle to New York twice, northwards in
one half of the year and southwards in the other.
Australian Sandy Robson has completed a five
year trip from Germany to Australia, following in the
paddlestrokes of Oskar Speck, who completed his
journey just after the start of the Second World War
and was interned for his troubles. Sandy reckoned the
most difficult part of her paddle was in the closing stages
around the coast of Papua New Guinea, where she
suffered from malaria and encountered pirates.
Tara Mulvany has paddled the Norwegian coast solo
between the Russian and southern Swedish borders,
a 3,600km trip. The start was not helped by the risk
of being blown over the Russian border with its
implications.
A 30 year old Iranian software engineer attempted a
Channel crossing in an inflatable canoe at the beginning
of November after the Calais Jungle camp was flatted.
Trips
John Oakley and his Staffordshire terrier undertook He claimed asylum after UK border forces picked him
a 160km trip home from Goole to Warrington using a up 13km off the Kent coast. The Times suggested he
kayak and tent to raise funds for an RSPCA shelter for might have been dropped off by a large boat rather than
unwanted pets in Warrington. Much equipment was lost paddling over halfway across the Channel himself.
Lynn Paterson has completed her continuous
in a capsize on the second day but the pair persevered.
Gerald Burns raised £1,650 for waterway restoration circumnavigation of New Zealand. She used a short
by canoeing the River Blyth from Halesworth to kayak that was so wide she had to use leg straps to roll.
No less than 319 of the 432 day 5,800km trip were spent
Southwold.
In 1957 three paddlers hired two canoes from a boat waiting for the weather in a fairly lousy year.
Following their circumnavigation of New Zealand’s
hire centre at Lapworth and paddled the Stratford Canal.
Their hire ticket proved that there had been commercial South Island, Fiona Weatherall and James Corfe have
activity on the canal in the previous three years when now rounded the North Island. Relentless winds set
Warwickshire County Council applied to abandon the them back many days.
Novice paddlers Taylar Reid and Nic Lowe are to be
canal, the ticket being central to the ensuing court case.
The council had to back off and one of the first canal joined by 56 year old Chris Porter for a 2,500km trip
restoration projects went ahead, later opened by the from Vancouver to Skagway. The three Australians will
Queen Mother. To celebrate the 60th anniversary 70 use the more difficult outside passage.
Former soldier Josh Collins has paddled 4,200km
paddlers took part in a tour in March, accompanied by
Geraldine Fox, one of the original three, and watched by from Texas to New York by paddleboard, raising
$210,000 for Task Force Dagger Foundation for military
John Pinder, another of them.
rehabilitation. His Operation Phoenix was also to raise
Andy Oughton,
Mark Jan Dielmans
and Noddy Crouch
are under taking
what they are
calling the inaugural
r un of the Bliss
Canoe Trail, which
seems to be what
is normally known
as the Great Circle
Route, the largest
circuit possible on
the Br itish canals
although some
portaging is needed.
A s s u c h , i t wa s
undertaken by Dave
Luke and Hazel Robertson.
between St Fillans and Callander on the east side of the
park. There would now appear to be a snooper’s charter
for officials or those claiming to be officials to approach
vehicles to see whether the occupants are asleep or what
they are doing. However, park authorities cannot prevent
drivers from stopping in public laybys but if you are
tired you don’t want to try to rest with traffic speeding
past a couple of metres away and you don’t want to be
making decisions about whether a layby belongs to the
highway authority or the park, which could make a huge
difference in the way you might be treated.
At present there are some signs on entering restricted
areas. There need to be signs on leaving as well on all
roads (including side roads) where restricted areas are
entered or left, like speed limits and derestriction signs.
All places where it is possible to pull off the road should
be clearly marked as being under highway authority or
national park control.
There is an urgent need for the national park to
consult stakeholders properly, listen to their concerns and
announce that they will take no action against those not
using motor transport, people who cannot just drive out
of the affected areas.
Some irreversible damage has already been done. This
drives a coach and horses through the Land Reform
Act. If this body can find an excuse to override it, so
can others. The Great Glen Way, reviewed in this issue,
mentions an area beside Loch Lochy, outside this park,
which has introduced a similar ban, using the same
reason. This is the not very thin end of the wedge to
shatter what was Scotland’s landmark legislation.
Risk analysis, the responsibility of anyone likely to
affect the safety of others, has not been done properly
and the park authorities have not listened to advice. It is
important that we record all serious incidents resulting
from these measures and, if appropriate, local media and
police should also be informed.

Tina Mansell

Peter Knowles
good news

Conwy Marina, site of the All Wales Boat Show.

A week of
canoeing

It seems that May
27th-Jun 4th has been
designated National Go
Canoeing Week. Perhaps
you go every week.

Shark bites back

A kayak angler at
Ocean City, Maryland,
met his match when
he hooked a sand tiger
shark. The shark took a
bite of his kayak before
departing.

Kraken wakes

The MMO have
launched Project
Kraken. They ask boaters
to report any suspicious
activity seen around our
coast, those in small
Boating participation increased
The latest Watersports Participation Survey showed boats being particularly
3,500,000 people, 6.7% of the UK adult population, able to spot anything
took part in boating activities in the previous year, the unusual. Non emergency
highest figures since 2009. Canoeing remained the most reports can be made on
popular with 1,500,000 participants, excluding stand 101, quoting Kraken, or
up paddling and excluding young people, of whom anonymous calls can be
there are large numbers in canoeing. The survey shows made on 0800 555 111.
an increase in younger people in the 16-34 year range,
moving from casual to enthusiastic participation. There
is also a shift towards the off season. Unpowered craft
usage is increasing, particularly SUP, while powered craft
ownership is declining. People want more economical
CANOEIST May 2017

11

The CRT are inviting
boaters to take part in
consultation workshops
on licensing. They are
offering every boater
the opportunity to
potentially take part in
the workshops’.
The CRT’s annual
boat count puts licence
evasion at 3.7%, down
from 4.4% the previous
year.

And I quote...

... a discussion about
paddlers’ clothing
overheard by Allan
Bennett at the Newbury
start of the Devizes to
Westminster Race:
‘We never had kit like
that in my day.’
‘I heard you wore you
mum’s old tights!’
‘Only for robbing
banks!’

More water
available

More canal sections
are being restored
and returned to water.
A section of the
Stroudwater Canal at
Stroud is back in water
after 60 years and
another kilometre of the
Wilts & Berks Canal at
Studley Grange to the
southwest of Swindon
has been restored and
should soon be available
for use. More sections
of the Wey & Arun
Canal are being brought
back into water and
there are plans for a
serious restoration effort
on the Somerset Coal
Canal. More funding
has been received for
Montgomery Canal
restoration.
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Funding the Lee Valley park

Talking about
acceptable
standards

While London boroughs have to fund their own parks,
they all have to contribute to the Lee Valley park. In a 10
Minute Rule Bill debate James Berry (Con, Kingston
& Surbiton) called for the situation to be reconsidered
as the park has much less value to ratepayers in his
constituency than it does to those on the east side of
London. The Olympic slalom course was featured in his
presentation although he became rather confused while
claiming that Joe Clarke took his gold medal there.

The 2017 Sports
Summit takes place at
the Emirates football
stadium on May 24th.
Topics to be addressed
include
Breaking down barriers
Looking after players,
staff, fans and volunteers
Changing to improve
Creating a culture
people want to be part
of
Advanced publicity
included the BC union
on the list of delegates.

If you are paddling along a canal
and you come to a lock with a
platform in front of it, do you
need to be instructed to get
out of your canoe? Certainly
some portages are sufficiently
complicated to need direction
signs but at others there seems
to be a proliferation of trip
hazards serving as advertising hoardings. Surely we
do not need to add to the intrusive eyesores put up
all over the place by anglers or the batteries of safety
icons put up to protect the EA.

Pumped storage
schemes

SSE’s new hydroelectric power station at Grandtully is now operational. At the foot of the old mill leat
and adjacent to the slalom course, it uses an Archimedes screw to generate power with water taken from
the Tay. It does not operate when river flows are low, as was the case during the British Open WWR, but
can provide an element of flow smoothing when levels are changing swiftly, such as when a spate arrives
during a slalom, when it might otherwise be difficult to keep the course adjusted and provide comparable
conditions for all competitors.

London canals filling up

Keswick Mountain Festival, over Jun 8 - 11th, offers
a range of activities including hikes, ghyll scrambling,
rock climbing and on water activities including
sailing, windsurfing and paddling.
The festival has spawned a Welsh offshoot. The
Snowdonia Outdoor Festival will take place at Bala
over Aug 11-13th. Canoeing on Bala Lake will be
high on the list of activities, along with a bike airbag,
climbing walls, a drop tower and two evenings of
live music.

Now there’s an election video like you won’t
have seen for this election. Dan West is a 30 year
old former kayak instructor hoping to represent
Montana for the Democrats in a forthcoming
special election for Congress. In the video he
stops his truck in the snowy landscape, dons his
kit and seal launches into a rapid while giving his
address. Together with his slogan of Go West, it is a
promotion which is likely to be remembered by the
electorate and which he anticipates will swing votes
his way.
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Canoeists are among those SEPA are trying to help
by making their rainfall data available online at beta.
sepa.org.uk. Clicking on any of over 270 raingauge
locations gives the total rainfall of the previous 36
hours. Below are charts giving detailed breakdowns
of rainfall on an hourly, daily, monthly and yearly
basis.

London’s canals are becoming increasingly crowded
with people living on boats as property in the capital
becomes less and less affordable. Boat numbers here have
grown 57% in four years.

Naomi Roberts

CRT licensing
consultation

Shrewsbury Canoe
Club are to start a K1
racing arm. Jean Ashley
and James Block are
among those promoting
the plan.

George photos

There is a threat to
remove the remains of a
dam which produces the
noted Ruins surf wave
at the Deschênes rapids
on the Ottawa River, Six
people have been lost
at the rapids in the last
decade. The proposal
to make them safe
would have a significant
adverse effect on the
wave.

Shrewsbury
racing arm

and manageable craft, more people taking part in their
watersports at home rather than going abroad.
The EA have recorded that angling licence sales have
fallen every year for the last five years. The EA’s action to
try to halt the decline suggests that numbers are falling
steadily rather than participants just avoiding buying
licences.

Team KMF

Ottawa wave
threatened

Jumping for
safety

Andrew Percy, Minister for the Northern
Powerhouse, keen paddler and local MP at Goole,
with Richard Parry, chief executive of the CRT. They
were celebrating free canoe taster sessions and the
coming of the Desmond canoe trail on the Leeds
& Liverpool Canal and Aire & Calder Navigation.
The change of approach is welcome, BW having
protested for years that they did not want paddlers
to share waterways which had commercial craft.

Paddlers in the Firth of Forth were followed in
February for a couple of kilometres by a small seal,
nothing unusual in that. However, this one joined
them on deck and they filmed the episode. The BBC
even placed the film on their news website.

101 things to do with a dead canoe.

Shots of paddlers in floodwater are not uncommon.
Less often seen are paddlers inside their own houses,
as at Guerneville in California.

When George Parsonage is not saving lives with
Glasgow Humane Society he likes to build sculptures
with items salvaged from the Clyde. The profits go
to charities, mostly cancer related.

Prison paddling anger

Media concern has been expressed about the lifestyle
of Dale Cregan, jailed for a police murder. Kayak
paddling in the pool is accompanied by snooker and
cooking pizza.

An opencast coal
mine at Glenmuckloch
in Dumfries & Galloway
is to be converted to a
400MW pumped storage
HEP scheme. The site
is near Kirkconnel on
the River Nith. In 2015
56% of Scottish power
requirements were filled
by wind, tide, river, solar
and biomass schemes,
often very variable in
output.
A 99MW HEP scheme
is to go ahead in a
former quarry at Glyn
Rhonwy in Snowdonia.
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Safer Boating Week
in New Zealand starts
with a jump off a
wharf, normally in
Wellington but this year,
simultaneously, also in
Auckland. Participants
may wear lifejackets or
just hold onto them and
don them once in the
water. The latter proves
more difficult than
expected. Boaters can
be fined for not carrying
lifejackets or even for
not wearing them if
that is what the bylaws
require.
In Britain the MCA has
called for the wearing
of lifejackets to be made
compulsory, presumably
just for boaters, not
swimmers without boats
to hold onto.
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Bernard Perrett

Alarm over deterioration of EA rivers

Bernard Perrett has died. On the staff of Leighton
Park School for over 30 years, his activity was enough
for the local club to be known as Reading & Leighton
Park Canoe Club for a number of years. He completed
the DW race himself four times from seven starts and
encouraged his pupils to produce significant marathon
and sprint performances although he began as a slalomist.
He was the team manager at the Moscow Olympics and
ladies’ coach in Seoul, his daughters Lucy, Katy and Suzy
being paddlers. It is easy to forget that he was involved
with a raft of other sports at school and, even when he
went part time in retirement, was still working a 50 hour
week. We profiled him in the Mar 98 issue.

Mike Peyton

Howies are continuing their How I Escape picture theme, now with well over
5,000 contributions. Here are a few more of the canoeing shots.

Memories to share?
mail@canoeist.co.uk
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Yachting cartoonist Mike
Peyton has died four years
short of his century. He
began his time afloat with a
3.7m canvas kayak which he
used to explore the Thames,
sleeping on moored barges.
More recently he has sailed
from the River Crouch,
inspiration for some of his
gentle humour as he poked
fun at all and sundry. We are
fortunate that his humour
was directed largely at those
in larger craft because it was often close to the wind for
those on the water. We have reviewed several of his 18
cartoon books.

Do any of your trips deserve a larger
readership than your club newsletter alone
can give? We are pleased to hear from those
who wish to share memories of their trips
with others.
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The IWA have expressed concern over the deteriorating state of
navigations still under EA control, primarily in East Anglia. The EA
say that they are hampered by spending cuts, resulting in some boaters
calling for them to be given more money. However, cash does seem to
be available where they want it, such as spending millions of pounds
in breaching coastal defences and public footpaths to create more salt
marshes for birds, also giving free angling licences to children and
reducing fees for multi rod anglers in an attempt to halt the decline in
angling. Anglers have just seen the first rod licence increase for seven
years, in sharp contrast to the boat licensing charges, which have run
way ahead of inflation. Canal restorations are offered derisory amounts
of water for operation by the EA.
Welches Dam lock, where the Forty Foot Drain leaves the Old
Bedford River, was closed off with expensive sheet piling in 2006 and
the lock gate padlocked open to prevent its use. This does not stop
canoeists portaging it but the eastern half of the drain has deteriorated
from an open waterway to a reed choked channel, impassable to
all. Harlem Hill lock on the New River Ancholme was closed for
inspection in 2012 and remains closed, as does Dedham lock on the
River Stour, closed in 2014.
Only a length of rope stops the remains of the boat landing stage at
Sutton lock on the Yorkshire Derwent from floating away while the
footbridge over the lock cannot be used for portaging as it is padlocked
shut. Lack of funds did not stop the installation of fencing along both
side of the lock chamber, preventing boaters from getting on and off
their boats.
In Boston, the Haven, the tidal section of the River Witham below
Grand Sluice, is frequently not passable for powered craft wanting to
reach the South Forty Foot Drain, part of the route designated as the
proposed Fens Waterways Link. The forthcoming flood protection
barrier for Boston was promised to have a lock so that the reach
down as far as the confluence would be non tidal, allowing inland
craft to pass at all times. This has now been abandoned and there will
be lifting flaps on the river bed, like the Thames Barrier. It has been
suggested that a more friendly barrier can be built near it later when
funds allow. Realistically, who is going to fund a decent barrier when
an inferior one is already in place and serving part of its requirements,
flood protection? In the same way the EA’s lock on the Little Ouse
River at Brandon Staunch has been built so that it is not long enough
for most powered craft but its existence will make it more difficult to
obtain funding for a satisfactory lock and frustrate plans to restore the
navigation upstream.
The EA have a list of places in the East Anglia area where shallows
may affect larger craft. Lamarsh canoe portage on the Suffolk Stour
has been closed since September 2016, Whiston lock canoe portage on
the River Nene was closed in January 2016 because of vandalism and
Upper Wellingborough lock canoe portage on the same river was closed
this April because of health and safety concerns while other locks are
not designed for ease of portaging.
The EA say they will only maintain routes which have significant
use. Clearly, a river which is non usable despite the legal requirement to
keep it usable will not see significant use. There seem to be parallels here
with the position adopted when the railways were trying to abandon
the canals. The EA waterways are due to be handed over to the CRT
in the not too distant future but to come with a suitable dowry for
running them. The EA seem to be trying to get them into the worst
possible state with the least funding, making them least attractive. The
EA’s claim has long been that they support navigation on routes where
they consider there is a legal right of navigation. There is little evidence
of that, more that they want to retain control for as long as possible
and to close down what they can because they will not be able to do
so when the CRT take over. The financial answer is also challenged by
their refusal to allow volunteers to repair locks.
CANOEIST May 2017

The Forty Foot Drain in 1993 and today.

Boatproof piling at Welches Dam lock.
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Clean Welsh
bathing waters

Fish tease

A fish counter has
been installed by the EA
at the Tees Barrage and
shows wildly varying
numbers passing. In the
first five full years of
operation it recorded
1,661 in 2012 but only
367 in 2015.

New Welsh protection areas

Efra looks at
tourism on land

North Anglesey Marine, West Wales Marine and
Bristol Channel Approaches have all been designated
as additional Special Areas of Conservation for harbour
porpoises. North Cardigan Bay has been declared a
Special Protection Area because it has wintering red
throated divers and Skokholm and Skomer have the same
designation as preening areas.
Natural Resources Wales have built a gravel spawning
area for salmon as an alternative to the fish hatcheries on
the Tryweryn. This has resulted in new patterns in when
the Topsite is and is not available. The Chipper grill may
be removed completely in the future.

More Whitstable
oysters

The MMO are continuing to hold consultations
on their marine plans without revealing what will be
involved for users, notably the management measures
which may be imposed on us. Without knowing these,
it is impossible to comment. The groups setting up
MCZs were disbanded before users were given a chance
to comment on what they were proposing other than
saying that the Reference Areas would be even more
controversial than the MCZs. Garry Dando of the
MMO told ISKA ‘In terms of management measures, it
is (other than in exceptional circumstances) not until an
MCZ is designated that we begin our assessment of what
management is required, at which point we will consult
widely on possible measures.’ It is not clear whether this
consultation will be on options people would like to see
in place or on what is actually intended once it has been
announced.

Studying Irish
Sea pollution

Aberystwyth and
Dublin Universities
are taking part in a
E6,700,000 project
funded by the EU
to clean up the Irish
Sea bathing beaches.
The project will study
weather patterns,
rainfall, temperature and
tides.

One to avoid

The CRT have warned
that the national angling
championships will take
place on the Shropshire
Union Canal at Market
Drayton on Aug 19th.
Using 24km of canal
will be 500 anglers.
It might be a place to
avoid at the time.
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A typical Tyne weir

Tyne weirs to be removed?

SEPA are to work on the River Tyne which flows into
the North Sea near Dunbar. It has a number of disused
weirs, which are to be addressed so that salmon and
sea trout can reach the headwaters to the southeast of
Edinburgh.

Still no marine plan area details

Sutton lock on the Derwent with the padlocked overbridge. In the centre is the lock chamber with fencing
installed along each side to stop people getting on and off boats.
licences, register boats and demand insurance. Until now
there have been no such restrictions on the 160km of
channels they control in the Fens. Registration plates
may need to be displayed. A clause reads ‘As there is a
public right of navigation, statutory authority is needed
to limit it in this way.’ A public right of way on foot,
on a bike or on a horse does not need the user to be
registered.

Inappropriate legislation

The landing platform at Sutton lock.
The evidence for the lack of EA support is ongoing.
When Defra were fined by the EA for late payment to
farmers they looked to boaters to pay the bill. Rivers
in the southeast where even the EA do not dispute the
navigation rights, receive minimal promotion, in contrast
to the EA’s other interests. The EA were alleged to have
spent over £1,000,000 in legal fees in the public inquiry
which resulted in their getting control of navigation on
the Wye.
Lack of publicity on boating related matters seems to
affect journalists across the inland boating spectrum. We
are told it will take up to four weeks to answer a press
query (although I suspect the BBC do not have to wait
that long), other journalists have equal problems and the
editor of the IWA’s magazine, wanting the list of winter
works closures, was told she could only have information
relating to the river on which she had a paid up boat
licence. The Brighton University demonstration access
agreements have done more harm than good, perhaps
not to everyone’s concern, and the EA continue with
their access intransigence. Perhaps the IWA are right to
be concerned.

Middle Levels Bill prepared

The Middle Level Bill has been prepared as a private
bill which could result in charges from 2019. It will give
the Middle Level Commissioners powers to charge for
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Parliamentary Written Answers have featured the
occasional request for inappropriate environmental
legislation to be repealed in the wake of leaving the EU.
However, there have been significantly more asking for
all existing environmental legislation to be retained and
more to be added to it.
Asked about lighthouses in Northern Ireland, it has
been stated that the Commissioners for Irish Lights will
continue to be responsible for all lights around Ireland
and be accountable to the UK Department for Transport
for lights in UK waters.

The Welsh great outdoors

The Welsh Government have allocated £532,000 to
improve access to three of Wales’ national parks. This is
for issues related to walkers. There is still silence on the
Welsh Green Paper on river access, due out in April
2014.
However, they have consulted on access and received
5,796 responses. One of the key challenges not
identified by the consultative document was ‘The lack
of classification over access rights to and on inland
water’. Of 146 who commented on water access, 88
wanted more access. Only 10 thought there were no
legal impediments to navigation. Of those calling for
more access, shortage of parking was seen as a major
factor. Paddlers and swimmers were those calling for
access. Stopping restricting use to honeypot areas would
increase tourism as users dispersed. Anglers claimed that
having more people using the rivers would reduce the
economic benefit to Wales, also that damage to banks
was done by canoeists rather than by people using the
banks. Some wanted new access laws while others made

The River Severn has
received £20,000,000
in funding to open it up
to more fish, including
250km more of breeding
areas. Weirs will be
removed and seven new
fish passes installed.
A press release on
this from the EA and
Natural England was
mostly about fish but
did suggest it would
also benefit walkers and
cyclists.

Scottish beavers
to be protected

Beavers, which have
become established
on Tayside and in
Knapdale, are to
become a protected
species. Although they
became extinct in the
16th century they have
been reintroduced with
Scottish Government
approval. However, for
them to be released
by anyone else will
be a criminal offence
with prison sentences
up to two years. They
are to be managed to
control the damage
they are doing to farms
and other property but
their formation of new
ponds and wetlands is
considered to justify the
problems.

Record fines for Thames Water

Thames Water have been fined £20,000,000 for
sewage pollution incidents from Arborfield, Aylesbury,
Didcot, Henley, Little Marlow and Littlemore sewage
treatment works. This follows fines of £1,400,000 for
pollution incidents in 2016 at Princes Risborough and
Tring sewage treatment works. The Didcot incident
relates to the Moor Ditch, our nearest water at our
Appleford address. I suspect my journey along it one
winter’s day may have been the first and only descent it
has seen.

River control to be transferred?

The EA are considering changing the designation of
some rivers from ‘main river’ to ‘ordinary watercourse’
where there is local support. This could involve the
transfer of management and assets to other authorities.
With the EA’s track record, it might be suspected that
they have angling interests in mind.

Keith Price

Oyster trestles have
been placed to the west
of Whitstable harbour
since 2009. However,
the Marine Management
Organisation are now
investigating after
complaints that the
number of trestles has
increased.

SEPA

Of 103 designated
Welsh bathing waters
102 meet EU standards,
84 being classified as
excellent. These are
some of the highest
results in Europe.

The Efra Select
Committee on tourism
has finished taking
evidence on how
the policies of Defra
affect tourism. The
fourth session took
evidence from witnesses
representing the
Ramblers, British Horse
Society and Cycling UK
but boating interests
were not invited to be
present.

Severn to be
opened to
more fish

the point that they were not needed. Of 68 people
talking about access agreements, 51 were in favour and
canoeists were accused of failing to engage in these. Of
18 responses about licences, 14 wanted licensing of non
motorized craft or of commercial operators.
The overwhelming majority of responses, 5,143,
were on templates prepared by the Cyclists Touring
Club, Countryside Alliance, National Farmers Union
and Farmers Union of Wales. The CTC called for an
equivalent of the Scottish Land Reform Act. The CA
opposed anything like the Scottish act, wanted no more
access and wanted to be able to close public footpaths.
The Welsh farmers took the same line and the NFU also
opposed any further access.

Sloping 3m high weirs on the River Aire in Leeds
have been replaced with rising hinged metal plates,
lifted by neoprene bags. A cartoon film online shows
how they are intended to work but it seems likely
there will be holding stoppers here. The EA like
them because fish and eels can get past whereas the
sloping weirs were more of a challenge.

INCIDENT FILE

Seen on the Wilts
& Berks Canal near
Swindon.

Moray Firth loss

A helicopter and fixed wing search was undertaken for a missing sea
kayak paddler at the beginning of February. Although he was a very
active 35 year old in various outdoor sports, he was new to kayaks. He
was undertaking a weekend trip from Portsoy, where he is reported to
have asked locals about where was a good place to go paddling. If that
was his actual request, rather than the best place to launch, it should
have rung alarm bells. His kayak was found near Wick, 80km away
across the Moray Firth.
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An archive of white water river running in Switzerland
too good to leave under wraps.

Stuart Knowles

Dougal Tavener on the Roller Coaster slides.

Dougal Tavener on the Gei Bach at high flows.
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Test
Yak High Back 60N

Keeping cool and safe
Raised foam panels mean that the back
of this buoyancy aid can be cut short,
clearing the cockpit rim and any back
support, hence the High Back part of the
name.
The lower part of the back is free
draining mesh and on each side is only a
pair of straps, the lower circling the waist
and the upper passing round the back from
the two sides of the split front panel. Thus,
body temperature is not affected by the
buoyancy aid around much of the torso.
You control your body temperature
by how much or how little you wear
underneath. Staying cool on a hot day
is much easier than with an all round
buoyancy aid.
The main panels are lined with
firm honeycomb mesh which helps
with shedding perspiration or
water collected.
All straps are adjustable,
of course, but padded foam is
brought high enough onto the
shoulders to support a boat
in comfort while portaging.
The rear panel also has two
attachment points which
you want to use for a water
holder or other kit you wish
to carry.
The zipped front has a
most interesting and unusual
design, asymmetric as viewed
from the outside but with
symmetrical foam panels next
to the body. This allows room
for three external pockets.
The smallest is elasticated and
porous, held shut with a Velcro
strip and with an elasticated tie loop
inside. The next is zipped with a drain
hole at the bottom. The largest is also
zipped with an external tie tab outside, its use
limited by needing not to obstruct the zip. All zips have pull
tabs for cold hands.

Narrow waterfall at
Interlaken.
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Seat back
clearance
Temperature
control
Shoulder
padding for
portaging
Pocket
options

Front tie tab
proximity to
large pocket

On the right side at the top is an internal space with an
eight page waterproof quick start guide in 13 languages. Pull
the zip down a bit and it forms a sideways handwarming
pocket for the left hand. The right hand will need to go
elsewhere.
The smart colour scheme of red, black and shades of grey
is completed by thin light-reflecting piping in case you need
to be located in the dark by torchlight. A navy option is also
available.
Aimed at the flat water touring market, the High Back
60N provides the buoyancy necessary in a buoyancy aid
without being too hot on a warm day or when paddling
hard. Full instructions are provided on fitting, use, care and
maintenance.
The key to use lies in suitable adjustment of all the straps
so it pays to have your own buoyancy aid, adjusted to your
own size, rather than swapping from person to person.
For comfortable paddling I prefer not to have the straps
too tight. This means that buoyancy tended to lift the front
up under the chin while swimming. However, it is easy
enough to tighten the straps while in the water to give
the best of both worlds. Crewsaver recommend wearing
the buoyancy aid action ready, comfortably tight, prior to
heading onto the water just in case, for any reason, you’re
unable to tighten it in the water.
Price - £65 (inc VAT)
Manufactured by Crewsaver, Survitec House, Lederle Lane, Gosport,
Hants PO13 0FZ
CANOEIST May 2017
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Memory-Map get there

Fresh water
from the sea

Scientists at
Manchester University
are working towards a
molecular sieve made
of graphene oxide. The
single layer of atoms
may be able to act as
a sieve to remove salt
from seawater. There is
still some way to go to
produce a commercial
device but the team
have their eyes set on
a product which could
produce freshwater from
seawater easily.

The Salamander Boat Loader is a device which fits
on the back of your vehicle, allowing you to roll the
boat onto the roofrack rather than having to lift it
cleanly. It features two 110mm suction cups and a
200mm rubber roller. Of course, your roof does need
to be reasonably clean for it to stick in place. The
American device is priced at $59.95.

Crane Creek Kayaks have an adjustable Styrigger
outrigger system. It can be set to give the degree
of support/drag required. The price is $379 plus
shipping costs from the USA.

The Justin Case Kayak, based around an internal
frame, claims to be the world’s lightest kayak ever at
2.6kg. It is said to be easy to assemble in 10 minutes
but is not yet available. It is being crowdfunded.

David Ferguson

American firm NRS
are offering Freefall
Dry Pants, perhaps a
disconcerting name.
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Research with footballers has
showed that drinking green
tea or hibiscus tea delays
the onset of fatigue (not
because they stop for tea, as
others were given a placebo).
Natur Boutique’s Organic Tea
contains both, as well as java
and pineapple teas at £2.99
for a box of 20 bags.
CANOEIST May 2017

Sweaty Rocks have a clothing range which includes
training kit which could appeal to those who wish to
be lightly dressed without making it too obvious that
such is the case. The Black Sheer Mesh Insert Crop
Tank Top With Leggings has mesh insert panels to
help you stay cool.
David Ferguson photos

BodyMe’s bars should
help those trying to
make up a shortfall
as a result of a vegan
diet. They contain
pea, sprouted brown
rice and hemp seed
protein, containing all
nine essential amino
acids, together with
raw fruit, nuts, oils and
foods from cacao nibs
to chia seeds, all cold
pressed into gluten and
soy free bars, which
come in chia vanilla,
cacao orange or cacao mint flavours. They are made
in Britain and 10% of the cost goes to charity.

A new chandlery has been opened on the Beaulieu
River, one of the world’s few privately owned tidal
rivers. As well as stocking a range of products for
the sailor it offers a selection of canoes. It is being
operated by BHG Marine group, celebrating 70 years
in business. The opening included rescue boats by
the RNLI and Hampshire Marine Police plus a chance
to look over Gypsy Moth IV, moored on the river.

David Ferguson

Broads Edge Marina,
near Stalham on the
River Ant, are hoping to
attract canoeists to camp
at their site. They are
offering a premium ultra
modern shower block
facility for campers.
Canoes are available
for hire. This is part of
their wish to make the
Broads more friendly
for canoeists and help
address what they see as
the shortage of facilities
on the Broads for
canoeists and campers.

T h e re h ave b e e n
years of waiting while
Memory-Map’s software
has been restricted to
Windows users but the
2017 software is now
also usable by Mac
Owners. OS 1:50,000,
1:25,000 and Street
Maps are now fully
compatible. Facilities
available include adding
Danforth Yachting on Lake Malawi is available for
shading to maps to
sale or lease. The present owners wish to take a
indicate topog raphy,
break after 16 years. Details are available at
allowing the software
info@danforthyachting.com.
to pick a detailed route
Research has shown that
from an approximate line
using the green algae
presented, synching via
chlorella will enhance
the Cloud, moving maps
exercise to make energy
on GPS and GPS data
production more efficient
display.
Typhoon’s Ezeedon
and improve lactate removal.
They are offer ing
drysuit takes its name
Sun Chlorella can be taken
i n f l a t a b l e ro o f r a c k s
from the curved zip
as tablets or, in granule
which can be used with
across the chest, a bit
form, it can be added to
230l soft roofboxes,
easier to reach than
smoothies or protein shakes. rather like giant deck
one across the back.
bags.
It uses QuadPly fabric,
Also available is the
which is waterproof
Flir Scout TK, a 170g
and breathable yet
pocket sized ther mal
claimed to be durable
night vision monocular
and abrasion resistant.
with 90m range, able
The Glideskin neck and
to store video or 1,000
wrist seals are designed
thermal stills. The 5 hour
to be saltwater and UV
lithium ion battery is rechargeable.
resistant. Arms and legs
Organic cotton T shirts are a mainstay for Rapanui.
They are supplying the Defender pro GPS
are prebent, the waist
They are made in a windpowered factory, carry
Smartphone, a beefed up version of the Defender 2. elasticated and the knees
designs which are often linked to global issues and
It is rugged powerful and waterproof and includes an and seat reinforced, with
give proceeds to good causes, particularly refugees
emergency SOS button.
integral fabric socks and
at this time.
braces. There is a three
year watertight warranty.
Adult suits cost £399
and juniors £329.
Howies’ Merino range of base and
mid layers includes the long sleeved
Merino at £49. Assets of Merino are
said to include being fast wicking,
biodegradable, itch free, stink free
and keeping you cool on hot days
and warm on cold days.
At £59, the Dubois Shirt
has a wool and cotton
Matcha is a green
mix in a durable Oxford
powder, actually tea
weave.
made from finely
chopped leaves, partly
grown in shade,
resulting in increased
amounts of caffeine and
theanine. The former
improves performance
on long duration
cognitive tasks, alertness,
The Endicott Shirt at £65
arousal and vigour.
has a Merino outside with
The latter improves
mixed poly microfibres
relaxation, tension and
inside to be soft and fast
calmness. It behaves a
drying. It is breathable,
bit like coffee without
antibacterial and odour
the fuzziness. PureChimp
resistant.
matcha tea powder costs
£4.95 for 20 servings,
5% going to charity,
and comes in resealable
pouches.
The Men’s Sagon Softshell at £79 is wind and
weatherproof, PTFE and PFC free and recyclable,
a waterproof membrane sandwiched between a
knitted waffle outer and a fleece lining.

David Ferguson

Stalham marina
welcomes
canoeists
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Holiday 2017 - Brochures

Stock clearance and
more

White Water Consultancy’s
stock list includes a selection of
end of line and ex demo stock
available at bargain pr ices, in
addition to a wide range of regular
products.

Bic SUP Surf
Leash, £25.
Bic SUP 11ft
Coiled Leash,
£29.
Bic SUP QuickFin Touring 9”
for use on flat
Bic SUP Deck water, attaches
Bag, strapping easily without
tools, £35.
to four deck
mounts, £49.
Extra wide
kneeling thwarts
in untreated ash
with hangers
and stainless steel fittings cost
£39.95 and WWC will fit them
for you free of charge if you
buy a canoe at the same time.

Gul Response FX CZ Gul Response Gul Response Ladies
Gul Junior
Gul Response
3/2mm BS Wetsuit
FX Ladies CZ
Response 3/2mm, 3/2mm BS Wetsuit 3/2mm BS Wetsuit
in superstretch
3/2mm Wetsuit
in superstretch
easy to get on and
in RS-Flex and
neoprene with
in superstretch
neoprene with
off, £50.
X-Flex superstretch
neoprene with blindstitched seams,
Thermal Core
neoprene for
£98.
thermal lining
insulation and
150% stretch, with
blindstitched seams, blindstitched seams, and blindstitched
seams, £121.
£121.
£98.
Gul Power Slipper
3mm Strapped
slimline wetsuit
shoe with Velcro
closure, £22.
They also have
Whetman Pressure
Decks at £107.

The Nova Craft Pal 16 in TuffStuff is light and stiff for rivers like the
Wye, reduced from £1,999 to £1,599.

11’6 Performer Ace-Tec for use up to 120kg or room for a
youngster as well, £849.

The Nova Craft Prospector 16 in Royalex is £400 below the RRP.

The Bic 10’6 Ace-Tec Performer Wahine is light and easy to paddle,
down from £749 to £549 as it is in 2016 colours.

The Nova Craft Super Nova 14’10 Solo in red or yellow TuffStuff
EXP is £650 off the list price.

The Bic 10’6 Ace-Tec Performer is for use up to 90kg but
suggested for heavier users in surf, £799.

Silverbirch Broadland 15 Duralite, light, stiff and with vinyl or ash
trim, £1,249.

The Bic Ace-Tec 12’6 Wing is suggested as a board for touring
over longer distances, £840.

Tootega Kinetic 100, light, £499.
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Silverbirch Covert 9.3 OC1, £1,595.
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Holiday 2017 - Africa

Holiday 2017 - Asia

Babe Lake, northern Vietnam.

Gorge du Manambolo, Madagascar.
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Robo Godines Formacion, RN photos

Kerala Tourism photos

Madagascar.

Escape Bangladesh photos

Island Continent Tours photos

Office National du Tourism de Madagascar photos

Grotte du Manambolo, Madagascar.

Plantation Bay.

27

Holiday 2017 - North America

Dordogne.

Atout France photos

Holiday 2017 - Europe

Mexico Profundo photos

Galanias Hotel

Playa Balandra.

The best could have been even better

Galanias Hotel, Sardinia.
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It was my best day’s paddling ever. In fact I have not improved upon
it since then. Overnight I had slept on a coral sand beach on an island in
Loch Dunvegan. The pressure on this September day was high, the sun
unbroken but not fierce and the sea like a millpond.
My route took me round Waternish Point, round the outside of Loch
Snizort and around Rubha Hunish, the most northerly point of Skye. I
finished the day camping at the foot of cliffs round towards the Sound
of Raasay.
On the whole it was not a dramatic day. It did not include the most
magical spot I have encountered. That was the previous day on the
Duirnish peninsula, along with an impressive set of caves like Gothic
cathedrals. It did not include the most impressive view in Britain, seen
earlier across Loch Slapin to the Cuillins.
It was just a day when a whole series of things had been better than
anticipated, where the unexpected had been met on various occasions.
Lub Score produced hexagonal pillars like those of the Giant’s
Causeway, along from Duntulm Castle, where Tulm Island lay like a
giant capsized hull. Further round, the views were towards the Quirang,
the fantastic vision of a giant bolting cabbage of rock.
Flora Macdonald’s name features strongly on this coast, where Prince
Charlie’s boat party had been fired on when as close inshore as I was.
Caves, stacks and waterfalls were present, even if upstaged by those the
previous day.
The wildlife included pigeons escaping from caves which looked
like a pair of human throats close up. I had been within a stone’s lob
of baby basking sharks, shorter than my kayak but swimming around

Moods

unconcernedly with open mouths. I had passed a seal, asleep with only
its conical snout above the water, and I was disturbed in the night by a
fox searching along the shoreline below me.
The next day would bring the best white water swimming playspot
I have encountered anywhere, better than any man made venue. From
the cliff, in the dazzling sunrise, I could see to Staffin. In 2000, when
the great and the good had been rushing around to open millennium
projects everywhere, the Princess Royal had come here to this hamlet at
the other end of the back of beyond to open the new community pier.
Well done her.
However, the day might have been even better. Rubha Hunish is
frequently the roughest point in the waters around Skye but not this
day. Apart from several waves of an oily swell which arrived from a
tanker still visible as it left the northern end of the Minch, the sea was
calm. There was barely any movement all the way across to the Outer
Hebrides, a destination which has always eluded me. Conditions were
perfect for a crossing, conditions which do not come every year, and
there was still enough of the day left. On the other hand, I had no maps
or charts. While the weather was unlikely to change that evening, I had
no forecast and I would not be able to give warning of my change of
plan.
I thought long and hard. Should I go or should I stay? In the end
discretion won but it was a close run thing. I was very, very tempted. I
know I won’t be there again for conditions like those. My best day of
paddling ever could have been even better.
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On show

Some of the people and companies showcasing canoeing at the London Boat Show ar ExCeL.

The 2018 London Boat Show will be reduced to five days from Jan
10th. A Boating & Watersports Holiday Show is to be incorporated
within it. Like many other exhibitions, the show has been in a
downward spiral with numbers of visitors and exhibitors declining year
by year, buoyed up by a few manufacturers of large luxury boats, their
activities masking what is happening to the craft sold to the general
boating public away from the affluent end of the market. The change of
direction should make it more attractive for the many with less bulging
wallets.
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Touring floats
rejuvenate my ageing K1 sprint kayak

It is nearly fifty years since I first sat tentatively in a wide beam
slalom canoe, plucking up courage to leave the river bank. Many a keen
canoeist will remember those early days of initial trepidation and then
confidence building at an amazing pace and eventually nothing was
beyond reach. Today I have the honour of being classed as a veteran in
the sport of canoeing but enthusiasm can no longer overcome current
challenges so easily. With the passage of time my canoeing aspirations
have inevitably changed from adrenalin driven down river and weir
descents, long distance marathons and short sprints, to more sedate and
picturesque river journeys. With a break of nearly twenty years and
suffering with reduced balance, my requirements for a suitable boat to
return to the sport have also been revised from my existing ageing craft.
The happy days of sprint competitions, marathon races and slalom are
now fading into the realms of nostalgia and retirement has brought on
thoughts of more sedate and relaxing river paddles, so maybe my K1
sprint kayak, still hanging from the garage roof, would not be the right
vehicle for future adventures. I also have two slalom canoes but have
never seen these craft as long distance fast tourers. With the memories
of paddling the K1 over long distances using minimal effort and in a
perfect paddling position I still hanker after such a craft. Replacing my
K1 would not be an easy decision. I have visions of having to sell it for
a few pounds and then have to fork out another one thousand pounds
on a replacement craft suitable for touring. I did consider a surf ski, as
a perfect tourer but with a starting price of two thousand pounds and
going up to four thousand pounds it was a very brief thought process.
My main requirement was for good stability, a long hull to make a good
fast straight line tourer and a rudder for manœuvrability. So, with the
dilemma circulating in my head my wife said ‘Your boat needs water
wings.’ Whilst said in jest, it did provide an interesting analogy of the
problem. Water wings are worn by children as a safety device to support
them in the water when learning to swim. She had unwittingly made
a very astute observation and this was to be the start of the solution to
improving the stability of my existing K1. The K1 has all the attributes
of a fast tourer except for the stability. How difficult could it be to
integrate the principle of water wings to improve my K1’s stability? So
that is how the process began and this article reflects on some of the ups
and downs of that journey.
My solution for improving the stability of my K1 was to add
additional buoyancy to the sides of the boat to resist its tendency to
roll. There are a number of canoe/kayak outriggers on the market
that I could have chosen but they require a strong deck to attach
to and they make easy access to the kayak from the river bank and
transportation a problem due to their width. Outriggers were not the
solution I was looking for; I required a more integrated approach. My
design criteria for the additional buoyancy became:- not to impede the
narrow paddling stroke (so any support had to be aft of the cockpit), the
buoyancy was to be close to the hull, minimizing the overall increase
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Float components.

Foam fairings.

in hull width, the design of the floats had to be as low drag as possible
and the solution had to be detachable to allow easy transportation and
possible reversion to the original shape.
The design option consisted of two detachable floats of tubular form
with round ends to reduce drag in the water, attached to the side of the
K1. In deciding the amount of buoyancy I opted for half of my body
weight of positive buoyancy split between the two sides. This allowed
for the buoyancy to be only partially submerged in normal operation to
reduce drag. The materials came in the form of two six inch diameter
plastic ventilation tubes, each measuring one metre long. Two canisters
of spray expanding foam were required to fill the tubes providing
the buoyancy and four six inch diameter half spheres of expanded
polystyrene to finish the ends. The two floats would be contoured to fit
the side of the K1 with industrial Velcro pads providing the temporary
attachment. Support points would be made from aluminium strips pop
riveted to the plastic tube to take the Velcro pads at front, middle and aft
locations on each float.
Making the floats was a relatively easy process consisting of cutting
the plastic tubes to fit the side of the K1 and adding aluminium
supports to maintain the tube shape and allow attachment of the Velcro
strips. Finally, the modified tubes were filled with expanding foam and
polystyrene end caps attached to the tube ends.
Initial trials with the floats mounted two inches below the deck line
and aft of the cockpit proved very positive. The K1 was extremely stable
but the floats were immersed a little too deep in the water. As the K1’s
speed increased the forward motion caused water to flow over the top
of the floats’ domed ends. Raising the floats to deck level helped the
water to flow around the fronts of the floats and reduced drag. With
the floats attached, stability increased significantly, enabling me to sit

Aluminium Velcro supports.

Fairings attached.

confidently in the K1 in a very relaxed manner. Secondary buoyancy
when heeling the K1 was excellent and provided similar stability to a
slalom boat but the drag became significant when picking up speed as
the water did not flow smoothly around the float fronts and this water
disturbance detracted significantly from the relaxed paddling experience.
To rectify the drag from the front of the floats, tapered fairings were
shaped from expanding foam. Each fairing had a concave section to
locate onto the float front and was held onto the K1 side with a single
small Velcro pad at the tip.
With the fairings fitted, the performance improved significantly
with less water disturbance and therefore less noise and drag. The
performance was now exactly what I had been hoping for. My K1 was
now as stable as a slalom kayak with an unchanged perfect paddling
position and sufficient manœuvrability for canal paddling. I was now
confident I could paddle through the winter months without concerns
of capsizing in freezing water or having issues whilst entering or exiting
the K1 from the canal bank. Also, with the floats and fairing being easy

Foam filling the tubes.

Floats in place for initial trial.

to remove and replace, the K1 could be carried on the car top roofrack
in its original and lightweight state, making lifting on and off relatively
easy. Once on the canal bank, the floats and fairings could be added in
a matter of minutes and I would be ready for the water. The improved
stability, unfortunately, came at the cost of reduced performance but this
was the compromise I had expected with the addition of the floats.
I have now paddled the K1 with floats attached on the canal and
averaged roughly ten kilometres per hour for an extended period
with relative ease, making this a very acceptable configuration for a
touring canoe. With the K1 now exhibiting slalom canoe stability, it
had lost a little too much of its feel on the water. Even though the
exercise was such a success I believed there was still scope for further
improvement in performance and appearance. I asked myself, if I was
to repeat the exercise, how would I proceed? I would probably go for
slightly reduced buoyancy as this could be accommodated without
seriously compromising the stability required and this would also make
the K1 a little livelier and reduce the overall drag. The finish and fit of
the fairings could be improved and this would further reduce drag and
improve the overall appearance. I also believe the best solution would
be to incorporate the fairing into the main element of the float, making
the attachment of the float one piece per side. Also, adding a rear fairing
to the float was expected to reduce drag further.
The further development work entailed building two new floats from
tubes of the same six inch diameter but with a planned reduction in the
amount of buoyancy. The lengths of the floats were similar but the tubes
were cut to form tapered fairings at each end, integrating the whole
concept into the two tubes. The aluminium strips and pop rivets were
still used to hold the shape of the cut tubes, attach the fairings at each
end and allow the Velcro strips to be attached.
This solution now looked like fulfilling all the design criteria
for:- paddling position, performance, transportation, appearance and
transforming the K1 sprint kayak into a fast stable touring boat at the
waterside in less than a minute. The floats would now be low drag, low
weight and less expensive to produce than the original concept. The
buoyancy had been reduced by half and the weight by even more. The
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Foam fairings.

Fitting floats at the canal bank.

Alan George photos

New and old float comparison.

Do you know

Completed new float.
appearance of the floats was not obtrusive and blended into the shape
of the K1’s hull. The final trial on the canal would confirm whether the
final alterations to the floats had satisfied my requirement to improve
the K1’s stability without compromising the speed and agility too much.
At the canal the fitting of the new floats was much quicker and a
great improvement in time and effort now the solution was one piece
for each side. Initial thoughts of performance on the water were that
the feel of the K1 had returned but I still had confidence in the level of
stability at rest. As the trial progressed it was clear the K1 had regained
some of its speed and feel. I had got the buoyancy just right for the
compromise of speed and stability, and it looked great on the water too.
In conclusion, the exercise had provided an affordable solution to
making a very tippy K1 sprint kayak into a stable fast touring kayak. The
total cost came in at less than fifty pounds and had made my K1 dual
purpose, a racer and tourer. With these additional floats the owner could
go to race day and later take a relaxed river or sea paddle in the same
craft. This invention would make spending thousands of pounds on a
sprint boat that can also double as a touring boat, with a simple addition
of two floats, a worthwhile investment. Paddling the K1 now with the
floats attached is an absolute pleasure, allowing me to gain exercise on
a stable platform and to casually observe wild life and plants along the
journey and, whilst my K1 will no longer win any sprint races with
floats attached, there is always the option of removing them and going
for it, not that I will be going down that route any time soon.

Alan George
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Beaver canoe

Confidently leaving the canal bank.

Just wondering if anyone at your mag would know anything about
the canoe I picked up last summer; all I can see is an imprint from the
makers’ old sticker front and back saying ‘Beaver’. Can’t find any links
about them.
I have found the Beaver canoe website but nothing about them there.
I would like to find out more about it, like when it was made and
cost when new, also what it would be worth today; it’s in VG usable
condition and very stable in the water but now the top half has been
painted green.
Maybe you can give me a link to a website or if you guys have a
write up about them it would be helpful.

Paul Gambrill

Back into the paddling experience.

The Beaver was designed by John Gorman and was manufactured by Bellway
Marine in Consett. We reviewed it at length in the Sep 1983 issue, a year after
the company was set up. At that time it cost £198.38 inc VAT. The sale price of
a GRP kayak, painted and probably over 30 years old, is unlikely to offer you
a comfortable retirement. The subsequent history of the boat is unclear although I
suspect not many were made.
Bellway Marine’s later history is also unclear. Company information websites
imply they still exist at the original address but the only telephone number given
links to Bellway Homes, who know nothing of them.
The Beaver’s chief benefits were the stability given by the twin hulls at the
stern and the substantial back support, offering great potential for disabled

paddlers. Since then, sit on top models have become available but it was unique
at the time. Stability was such that we could paddle it standing up with both feet
on the same side of the cockpit or even paddle it inverted as it is easier to pull
oneself onto the back of the capsized double hull than into the cockpit.
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Rescue
Coastguard resources

The current map of HM Coastguard Coastal Areas is useful for
showing the distribution of resources, including rescue team bases
and helicopter bases as well as the siting of operations centres. The
significance of some locations being shown in purple rather than the
usual black is not explained but there must be a suspicion that these are
second class in some way.
The map does highlight problems with the present setup. There are
18 numbered areas corralled into six groups, each with numbers but not
names. The numbers will mean little to the public and there must be a
possibility that there will be confusion between the two sets of numbers.
For example, Area 4 (Loch Fyne to Arran on the west coast and
the River Forth to the border on the east coast), Area 5 (the border
on the east coast to Robin Hood’s Bay) and Area 6 (Ravenscar to the
River Great Ouse) form Two with a Coastguard Operations Centre
at Bridlington. It is not hard to imagine someone with an Argyll
accent having more difficulty explaining the location of an incident
near Tighnabruaich to someone with a Yorkshire accent than would
have been the case to someone in the former Maritime Rescue
Co-ordination Centre at Greenock.
Indeed, because of electronic linking, incident management is being
shunted around the country to anyone who is not busy at the time.
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In the same way, air traffic control is all managed from Eastleigh but
that relates to specific airports, unlike the marine environment, where
incidents can happen anywhere. The staffing bill has been reduced with
the reduction in number of employees but there has also been a loss of
local knowledge, including where incidents are most likely to happen
and to whom, even before anyone makes an emergency call. It must be
easy to confuse an Eilean Dubh with all the other dark islands of that
name.
The damage has now been done, despite the many protests inside and
outside Parliament beforehand, and it is too late to get back the staff and
buildings but surely a review can be taken sooner rather than later and
the map redrawn in a more sensible fashion.
A memorandum of understanding was issued between the Maritime
& Coastguard Agency and Scottish Government, allowing the Scottish
Government to have a representative on the MCA advisory board.
Perhaps this will help with a rethink on coastguard operations.

Lifeboats

The lifeboat map has been prepared by the RNLI but we have
added the many independent lifeboats. There is no need to know who
operates each boat. A 999 call will be directed to whichever lifeboat
operator is applicable in the circumstances.
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Sort of a Scout canoe
Canoe touring was perhaps at its best after the war when construction materials for canvas craft, cars and fuel
all became more readily available. People wanted to get into the great outdoors and travel in the countryside.
Access restrictions were still largely a thing of the future. Arthur Green was a later convert but wrote down
his experiences as a book which was never published. We now present it as a reminder of times when life was
slower and simpler but enjoyed every bit as much.

Chapter 3 - The land of nationalists

Next day breakfast was taken on the run and we were down in the
town doing our essential shopping; it being Wednesday, we were out of
almost everything. A sunny day was to make our rest from the exertions
of canoeing something to be savoured. Our call at the butcher’s was
memorable.
‘We’d like a piece of steak about so by so and this thick,’ I requested.
‘Certainly, Sir,’ and he proceeded to cut from a piece of beef.
‘That’s not steak,’ said Charles.
‘Oh, yes, it is,’ replied the butcher.
‘My mam told me that cut was silverside,’ insisted Charles.
‘Your mam tells you too ruddy much, grumbled the butcher and
proceeded to cut another piece, this time from the steak bone.
‘I know how much a pound it is an’ all,’ needled Charles.
‘That’ll be twelve bob,’ said the butcher, and don’t bring him when
you come next time.’ The car was taken and refuelled and parked behind
the post office whilst we sent off the mandatory postcards to anxious
parents and longsuffering wife then our thoughts returned to food, this
time of the quick variety, as, for some time, appetite had been whetted
by the tantalizing odour of fish and chips but where was the elusive
vendor? At last we ran it to ground up a little alley. We joined the queue
in the shop and joined the banter.
‘Are your knees cold, boyo?’
‘No,’ I replied, ‘Would you like to feel ’em?’
‘Bit old for the Boy Scout lark, gov’nor,’ was the next sally.
‘Not if you enjoy it,’ I countered.
‘Are you the ones camping by the bridge above the park,’ came from
behind the counter.
‘Yes, on Mr Powell’s land,’ I confirmed.
‘We were up there on Sunday after chapel. Cozy you looked then.’
‘We are most comfortable, thank you.’
‘How many then, love ?’ It was our turn.
‘Cod and chips three times, please,’ I asked.
‘That’ll be nine bob, then. Ta!’
‘Cheerioh!’ The taste of those chips still lingers in the memory and
they kept us going until the evening. The rest of the day was spent
reconnoitring for a campsite as near to Pontymoel as we could find but
at least fifteen miles down the canal from Pont-y-parc. Sites we could
find without any trouble but no-one seemed to know who farmed the
land. It was amazing how little the locals were prepared to tell a stranger
about the tenancy or ownership of the fields in the area. Being very
tenacious, we ran one farmer to earth and arranged to camp on his land.
It meant walking up a long steep hill and through a muddy farmyard to
fetch water but we had not a great deal of choice if we were to camp by
the canal.
There being plenty of time before we returned to camp, our road
took us on to the Heads of the Valleys road and into Merthyr Tydfil; it
was halfday closing and the place was deserted.
‘Does anybody live here?’ asked Charles.
‘Yes, it’s a big place,’ I replied.
‘Where are they all, then? I can’t see anybody about, not even a cat or
dog,’ came next.
‘This is the town centre and it is halfday closing,’ I informed.
‘It doesn’t look as if they ever open,’ said Paul. ‘It looks like a film set
for How green was my valley; it was on the telly the other week.’
‘Don’t be daft; you must have heard of it. They’ve a rugby team,’ I
explained.
‘I’ve heard of them but never thought the place was like this,’
conceded Paul.
‘When do they come round and collect the gas lamps for the night?’
shied Charles.
‘Don’t let the locals hear you, my lad,’ I scolded.
‘Not much chance of that,’ was his last word and that from someone
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who lives in Rotherham. Whilst the cook was tending his pots we had
a gentle walk along the bank in the cool of the evening. The canal bank
is rarely silent but at this time of the day the small nocturnal animals
and insects can be heard going about their quest for food. Our return
almost coincided with the rattle of a spoon on a plate announcing the
meal. The steak was tender and the rest of the meal up to standard;
once the washing up was done we were off to bed ready for another
early start. When we crawled out of the tent the sky was overcast and
we didn’t like the look of the weather. After a hurried breakfast we
quickly packed and set off towards Mamhilad. In the event the expected
drizzle did not arrive, the overcast turned out to be a heat haze and
soon there was a hot sunny day for us to enjoy. The five miles run to
Gilwern prepared us for a rest and Charles decided to shop for presents
and would not be diverted. There was at that time a very good hardware
shop in the village and displayed in the window was a beautiful Aladdin
table lamp with an attractive ruby shade but, in view of the canoes’
being loaded, it was left where it was. I have often regretted not making
the purchase when power cuts have necessitated the Tilley being lit as it
would have been more eyeable on the lounge table. I could have called
for it on the Saturday but it was forgotten. The lunch was bought from
the Co-op and eaten sitting in the canoes as soon as we had passed
under the Heads of the Valleys road and out of range of the traffic
noises. Our next landmark was the BWB yard at Govilon, where we
cadged a Waterways News.
From then on the scenery became varied and magnificent when,
after a tentative exploration of Cwm Llanwenarth and a dive under an
old railway track, the canal lay along what amounts to a shelf halfway
up a mountain called Blorenge. Below us lay Llanfoist and it was at this
point that the disastrous breach was to occur a few years later and nearly
sound the death knell of the waterway. However, we were oblivious to
all such and went on our merry way to view the town of Abergavenny,
looking like a toy, in the midst of a patchwork of fields with tree lined
hedgerows in the valley below. Every little cwm put its kink in the
canal, adding variety to the scene, with the mountains providing an
overall backdrop. The fauna generally is prolific and provided interest
and amusement at all times; one of the duck family, which even Charles
could not identify, treated us to a marvellous display of playing lame
and keeping about five yards in front. We could not find her brood and,
therefore, she must have succeeded in her endeavours to distract us. The
sunshine persisted and the scene changed like a kaleidoscope at each
bend. It was hard to resist the temptation to stop and explore every
nook and cranny but fifteen miles a day it had to be for the Chief Scout
and we pressed on, vowing to come back some other time and take a
leisurely look at all the interesting parts. As we passed a boat moored to
the towpath, out of the steerer’s hatch came an empty beer can, to be
neatly fielded by Charles.
‘Ey up,’ he shouted, ‘Is this yours?’ and promptly shied the can back.
A head popped up through the hatch just at the right moment to
receive the can on the end of the nose. I will not record the subsequent
conversation but Charles won the round by a nose.
Shortly after Goytre Wharf the steep hillside was left behind and
the canal wound through lovely rolling countryside dotted with pretty
stone built farms and houses, the waterway alternately in shallow
cuttings or over low embankments. Occasionally the canal opened out
into a pool or wide and on either side appeared attractive places in
parklike fields which would make ideal camping spots for the canoeist.
As I have mentioned previously, it is difficult to find out who farms the
land unless vast amounts are spent in the local lubricating many throats.
When the ICI nylon fibres factory appeared on our left we knew that
we were approaching our resting place for the night at Troed-y-Rhiew
Farm. Our campsite was decided by where it was possible to disembark,
as the banks were lined with either brambles or places churned up
by drinking cows. We found a place where we could step onto the
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bole of an alder with our painters in our hands
and drag the canoes out through a nettle patch.
There were about thirty acres to choose from so
a sheltered spot was picked under a hedge close
to a bridge with open meadowland in view from
the tent doorway. It was a beautiful, calm evening
and, once the inner men had been satisfied, we
crossed the bridge, walked along the towpath,
down a leafy lane and into the local pub where
we met our farmer friend. As we sat in the bar,
no-one seemed to mind the two lads sitting there
drinking lemonade; a tourist arrived and started
sounding off about ‘They ought to send ’em all
back.’
‘Send who back?’ asked one of the farm hands.
‘Them,’ he said, thumbing over his shoulder towards a lad sitting in
the corner.
‘Send him back where?’ enquired our friend.
‘Wherever these darkies come from,’ he replied.
‘The lad you are pointing at was born and bred in this village and
we very much resent your implications. You will be well advised to save
that sort of talk for your own cronies and on your own muckheap,’ said
the landlord. ‘Close the door when you go, boyo.’ It helped to liven our
evening but we did not enjoy it as much as the inebriates choir led by
the lovely tenor voice of the subject of the conversation, even though
his Welsh was far beyond us. Afterwards the farmer told the story of the
rabid Welsh nationalist who was in the pub one evening.
‘We should declare unilateral independence,’ he advised.
‘Oh,’ came from the spectator, ‘and where shall we have the border
posts then?’
‘On the traditional line of Offa’s Dyke,’ quoth he.
‘That’s no good, boyo; it’s got to be the other side of Birmingham.
There’s at least thirty thousand of our lot there, you know.’ We had
thought that the hum of the air conditioning unit at the factory over
the canal would keep us awake but this was forgotten when we heard
the coal trains clattering along the nearby line at seven minute intervals.
Weariness blotted out both in the end and we were in the arms of
Morpheus until the bright sun woke us to find that the cold night had
soaked the flysheet with dew.

A message to deliver

There was no hurry over the meal as the flysheet had to be dry
before we packed so that it could remain untouched for the rest of
the season and the following winter. At last we were off only to be
plagued by the prevailing wind funnelling down the Usk valley until we
entered the shelter of the more wooded reaches. Our enjoyment of the
sunshine and the scenery (it looks different coming the other way) and
the sounds of the countryside drowsily humming in the background
was complete although we could not identify all the squeaking animals,
buzzing insects or even the make of farm tractor popping away in the
distance. By lunchtime our progress had not been spectacular as Charles
had been indulging in his favourite pastime of looking about him so
we left the canoes at Parc-y-Brain Upper Bridge and walked the short
distance down a narrow lane to the tiny village of Penperlleni to see if
there were any postcards for sale. These were obtained from an equally
tiny post office where we borrowed the post office official pen and
wrote them out before posting them. We had noticed a tea place on
the main road and, as the Chief Scout had said nothing against it, we
partook of lunch at the Rose Café.
‘A pot of tea for three and something on toast three times, please,’ I
asked.
‘Very good; are you hiking then?’
‘No, we are canoeing on the canal.’
‘Are you going anywhere near Goytre Wharf? They are not on the
telephone yet and they have asked us to provide teas for some of their
hirers on Saturday but didn’t put the time on.’ We were glad of an
excuse to call at Goytre Wharf and be nosey and I acquiesced.
‘Yes we will only be too pleased to carry a message,’ we promised.
The something on toast was delicious and followed by homemade cakes
and bosun’s tea.
‘How much then?’
‘That will be ten shillings and sixpence, if you please.’
Here you are then. Cheerioh,’ we called as our tracks turned towards
the canoes. Soon we arrived at Goytre Wharf and the then proprietors
were young and enthusiastic. They thanked us for the message but were
a little nonplussed as they could not forecast at what time their hirers
would arrive. The premises were guarded by a huge and no doubt

fierce Pyrenean mountain dog and they struggled
this into a back room whilst we looked round
and eventually made our miserable purchases. I
bought the first of many canalia tea towels and
have been a sucker for these ever since. As the
day wore on Charles, who was the younger of
the two and who was doing his solo, became
more and more tired, so much so that he swapped
places with his elder brother and continued
as my crew for the rest of the passage back to
camp. His chances of a Chief Scout Award had
diminished but this was not of vital importance to
him although the enjoyment of the holiday was.
Charles had not been the only dawdler and we
made the day spin out, arriving back at camp just as the sun was setting
and the evening chill made us shiver.

Visitation at the gallop

You may imagine our shock at finding a huge four foot long tear in
the canvas of the extension to the trailer tent and chaos inside where
table, camp kitchen and camp bed were all overturned and trampled.
One of the Welsh cobs, chased by some children we later discovered,
had entered without knocking and had a good old prance around. We
righted the overturned furniture and, finding very little damage in that
department, Charles soon had a meal under way, using the larger of the
torches for lighting. Paul held the Tilley so that I could see to sew up
the tear in the canvas, a repair essential as it was used as a bedroom. The
job took two and a half hours and the meal had to be kept warm until
we were finished; after that caper the grub tasted like ambrosia.

The fish

The rest of the holiday would have been an anticlimax had it not
been for the fish. Charles had spent a lot of time fishing when there was
nothing else which interested him and, although his tackle was a bit on
the simple side, he should have caught some of the plentiful fish. None
thought that he would ever catch anything because he would frequently
lift the bait out of the water ‘to see if there was a fish on the end.’ It was
carefully explained that the bait should be left in until the float bobbed
and then gently raise the rod tip to strike the fish before winding it in
to the net. The penny must have eventually dropped because the next
evening Paul and I were reading after an adequate dinner when a loud
yell was heard from the direction of the cut.
‘Uncle Arthur, Uncle Arthur, Uncle Arthur, quick, quick.’
Panic raged as we both thought that he had fallen in and stuck in the
mud. There was no danger of his drowning in deep water as he swam
like a fish. When we reached the bank he was running towards us but
kept dipping his hands in the canal and holding his wrist, once more
panic. ‘Has he cut his wrist on some glass?’ I voiced my fears aloud to
Paul.
‘I don’t think so,’ said Paul. ‘He hates the sight of blood and would
be lying down screaming by now if he had.’ By this time Charles had
closed the distance and arrived breathless almost.
‘I’ve caught one,’ he exclaimed. ‘Innit a big ’un?’ He produced a perch
about four inches long; this was what he had been dipping in the cut to
keep it alive.
‘At least you’ve caught one and we will verify the fact when you get
home.’ The fish was returned, luckily unharmed, to the water and, with
luck, to grow into a real big ’un.

The expert cook

The time had arrived and we packed up the gear ready for the trip
home, first to Rotherham and then, for me, back to Sutton Coldfield.
Their mother greeted us with ‘Did you both have a good time?’
‘Yes, Mum. Can we go again next year?’
‘You’ll have to ask your Uncle Arthur.’
‘Can we, Uncle?’
‘Yes’ if you are good lads.’
‘What did you have to eat? asked Madelaine.
‘Meat every day and cauliflower and broad beans and...’ At this
Madelaine broke in.
‘But you don’t like broad beans or cauliflower.’
‘I like ’em how Uncle Arthur showed us how to cook ’em.’
‘I’ll ask him the secret,’ said Madelaine with a glint in her eye as I
beat a hasty retreat towards the car to unpack the boys’ gear. You will
understand when you know that Madelaine is a domestic science
teacher.

Arthur Green
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The medieval right of navigation
and a response to Mr David Hart QC
Douglas Caffyn, probably Britain’s leading authority of river access legislation, presents the current
information he has researched on the subject and responds to claims made by the anglers’ legal adviser.
Part 1
The medieval public right of navigation on usable natural
rivers
1.1 Summary
In this paper I show that there was a public right of navigation on all
natural, physically usable rivers in England in the medieval period and
that this right has not been extinguished.
Natural – not made usable at private expense.
Usable – Passable for a significant part of the year, in some places only
between obstructions.
Medieval period – 1189 to c 1500.
1.2 Medieval evidence for the existence of the right
a. Evidence of the medieval use of rivers.
b. Bracton wrote in about 1250 that perennial rivers are common to all
persons.
c. The terms of reference of the Commissions appointed under the
River Clearance Acts.
d. The medieval understanding of Magna Carta.
e. The meaning of the word ‘navigable’.
f. The absence of a distinction between tidal and non-tidal waters.
g. Place name evidence.
h. The construction of canals.

present study which can be used now but is known to have been
unusable throughout the period 1189 – 1600 assuming that individual
obstructions were portaged.’ This statement has not been challenged.
However, I would now qualify the statement by limiting it to rivers
which have not been modified to make them usable by barges.
There cannot be a public right of navigation on a section of a river
which is not usable although a right can be restored if the channel is
scoured.
1.5 Medieval evidence of the right to use rivers
It was only in 2011 when I published my thesis for the University
of Sussex that it became known that there is contemporary evidence
of the use in the medieval period of more than 170 rivers. There is
no recorded case in which there was a dispute as to whether a natural
usable river was public or private. There are about 650 rivers in England
which are potentially usable. There was a case involving a dispute about
a manmade watercourse.

1.6 Bracton
Bracton wrote in about 1250
Of natural right all these things are common: flowing water, air
and sea, and the shores of the sea, … for the shores are by the right of
nations common, like the sea.
All rivers and ports are public, and accordingly the right of fishing
in a port and in rivers is common to all persons. The use of the banks
is also public by the right of nations, as of the river itself. It is free to
1.3 Introduction
In 1789 Graham said in court that ‘few rivers other than the Thames every person to moor ships there to the banks, to fasten ropes to the
and Severn’ were used for transport in the medieval period. Until 2011 trees growing upon them, to land cargoes and other things upon them,
the legal community did not dispute this statement. Then in 2011 I just as to navigate the river itself, but the property of the banks is in
published a thesis in which it was shown that more than 170 rivers were those whose lands they adjoin, and for the same cause the trees growing
used for transport in the medieval period. Many lawyers are finding upon them belong to the same persons, and this is to be understood of
it difficult to adjust to the new evidence. This paper is a clearer, more perennial rivers, because streams, which are temporary, may be property.
Later in his text he wrote
concise, corrected version of my dissertation for the University of Kent
Likewise a fishery in his own ground may be said to be the freehold
and also incorporates the findings in my thesis for the University of
of a person either by himself or in common, as if a person possesses the
Sussex.
land on both sides of a river close to its banks, it will be allowable for
him to fish over the whole as in his free tenement without impediment
1.4 The thesis and definitions
My thesis is that ‘There was a public right of navigation on all from anyone, … Likewise if he possesses the lands only on one side
physically usable rivers in medieval times and this right has not close to the edge, his tenement will extend to the mid-channel of the
been extinguished. Thus on sections of rivers which were physically water, and it will be his fishery, and he will have the right of fishing
usable in medieval times and are physically usable today, possibly only without any other person, unless perchance it should happen that he
between obstructions, there is now a public right of navigation for craft imposes an easement on his own land, that a person may fish with him,
…
physically able to use the relevant section of the river.’
The first quotation is a copy of the Roman Law stating what Bracton
I use the word ‘usable’ for a section of a river which is physically
navigable for a significant part of the year by a boat, cobble, wherry, calls ‘the natural right’ and ‘the right of nations’. There were four
rowing boat, logboat, skiff, punt, trough, coracle, navicula, batella or relevant rights: access to the shore, fishing in ports and rivers, passage on
scafula. A river which is usable by one size and type of vessel may not be the banks of rivers and passage on the rivers. In the second quotation
usable by a larger vessel or a vessel of a different type. The upper limit Bracton states that in England in his time the law relating to fishing has
of navigation depends on the form of the river and the flow at a given changed and that in rivers it may be private. The absence of any remark
about the other three rights implies that they were rights under English
time. The river must be wide enough and deep enough.
In Wills’ Trustees Lord Wilberforce considered another factor. He said law in his time.
Bracton’s statement of the law was not challenged during the
that the fact that a river is passable by some acrobatic tour de force
does not establish a public right of passage nor may use depend on medieval period.
exorbitant technology. However, he also said ‘But the right or use is not
for all time frozen in any one form: the law, of Scotland or of anywhere 1.7 The Commissions
Between 1350 and 1531 Acts of Parliament were passed requiring
else, is adaptable to let in such other uses as change may bring about.’
Similarly, it seems likely that a rock climb which had regularly been that rivers be kept clear for the passage of boats and fish and for land
climbed nec vi, nec clam and nec precario would not be registerable as a drainage. Commissions were appointed to enforce the law. Some
of the Acts and some of the orders relating to the appointment of
right of way on land.
In Yorkshire Trust v Brotherton Vinelott J referred to boats of ‘some six commissioners are concerned only with the passage of boats. The
or 10 tons’. I assume that this was the size of boat which the Yorkshire responsibilities of these commissions covered the rivers in 32 counties
and 35 individual rivers.
Trust wished to use on the river.
It is clear that commissions would not have been appointed for rivers
The river needs to be physically usable for ‘a significant part of the
year’ which would normally be about four or five months but could be which were private.
The counties for which no commission was appointed were the
just ‘the period of the harvest’ as on the river Pant/Backwater when the
‘counties palatine’, three northern counties for the reasons explained
flow would have been at a minimum.
In Part Two of the thesis for the University of Sussex I stated that by Flower in his ‘Public Works in Mediaeval Law’, Staffordshire and
‘There is no section of a river which has been identified in the Rutland where there may have been no disputes and for no obvious
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reason Suffolk. There is no evidence that any river in any of these
counties was private.
I suggested in my dissertation for the University of Kent that the
‘great rivers’ which were to be cleansed under the River Clearance Acts
were those which Roger de Hoveden said were in the protection of
the king. The protection of the other rivers would have been by local
regulations. This suggestion has not been challenged. This is supported
by the findings of Professor Sir John H Baker, the doyen of medieval
historians, who has shown that plaintiffs tried to get cases relating to
watercourses transferred from the local court to the King’s justices
where they thought they had a greater chance of success. Parliament
appears to have included the word ‘greater’ to ensure that obstruction of
the lesser rivers was dealt with by the local courts as it had been in the
past.
The work of the lesser courts was supervised by the Courts of
Eyre which were required to make inquiry ‘concerning weirs raised
in common waters, and concerning waters and highways stopped or
straitened or in other manner appropriated’
1.8 Magna Carta
Magna Carta required that ‘kiddles’ be removed per totam Anglia. The
text does not make it clear whether this was so that boats or fish could
pass along the rivers. However, it is possible to know how Magna Carta
was understood in the medieval period.
The recital of the Act 1472 12 Edward IV c 7 states
Whereas by the laudable Statute of Magna Carta, amongst other
things it is contained, that all Wears through Thames and the Medway,
and through all the Realm of England, should be put down, except by
the sea coasts; which statute was made for the great Weal of all this Land,
in avoiding the straiteness of all Rivers, so that Ships and Boats might
have in them their large and free Passage, and also in Safeguard of all the
Fry of Fish spawned within the same.
Those who wrote and approved this Act clearly thought that this
statement was true. It implies that the law was the same in 1472 as the
law was when Magna Carta was first approved. Parliament would not
have quoted Magna Carta if it had thought that the law had changed.
Thus in 1472 parliament thought that all the rivers were public.

1.13 Evidence of private rivers
I have seen no contemporary evidence that any section of any usable,
natural river was private in the medieval period.
1.14 The extinguishment of a public right of navigation
The Law of England is that Public Rights can only be extinguished
by
1 Statute,
2 Statutory Authority,
3 Conditions changing so that the right cannot be exercised,
4 Inquisition and writ of ad quod damnum. Now obsolete.
The public right of navigation is one of these rights. If a river has
silted up so that a vessel cannot pass then there is no right of navigation
for that vessel. However the right may be restored if the channel is
scoured.
Public rights in England are not extinguished by desuetude.
Thus if there was a public right of navigation on all natural, usable
rivers in the medieval period there is today a public right of navigation
on all natural, usable rivers.
Part 2
A response to Mr David Hart QC
2.1 Introduction
In 2004 I published a dissertation for the University of Kent and in
2011 a thesis for the University of Sussex. These established the thesis
set out at the start of this paper. The Angling Trust did not agree with
my conclusions and through Fish Legal asked David Hart QC for
Advice on them. I asked Lisa Busch QC for Advice on the first two
of David Hart’s papers and the Angling Trust asked for Advice on her
paper from David Hart.
David Hart’s papers were funded by the Angling Trust. Lisa Busch’s
paper was funded by myself.

References
DHQC.1.paragraph number. David Hart QC, ‘Advice’. 28 September
2015
DHQC.2.paragraph number. David Hart QC, ‘Further Advice’. May
2016
1.9 The meaning of ‘navigable’
In the medieval period there was no distinction in the use of the DHQC.3.paragraph number. David Hart QC, ‘Further Advice’. 7
word ‘navigable’ between ‘physically navigable’ and ‘legally navigable’. January 2017
These papers are available at the Angling Trust website.
Thus it would seem that one implied the other. What was ‘legally
navigable’ was ‘physically navigable’ and what was ‘physically navigable’ LBQC. paragraph number. Lisa Busch QC, ‘Advice’. 26 August 2016
This paper is available at caffynonrivers.co.uk
was ‘legally navigable’. What was ‘usable’ was also legally navigable.
My thesis is set out above. Mr Hart disagrees with it. The only
material difference between us is whether there was a public right of
1.10 The distinction between tidal and non-tidal waters
The wording of Magna Carta, of Acts relating to Rivers and of the navigation on all natural usable rivers in the medieval period. If there
Commissions appointed under the River Clearance Acts show that was such a right then we are agreed that the right still exists. If there was
there was no distinction between the law relating to tidal rivers and not such a right then my thesis fails.
Mr Hart rightly claims that a public right of way over land can only
non-tidal rivers in the medieval period. Since there was a public right
of navigation on the tidal waters this implies that there was also a public be established be usage, custom, grant or prescription. I claim that the
general right of navigation is established by usage. Mr Hart claims that
right of navigation on the non-tidal waters.
this must be regular, habitual, of substantial practical value and must be
About half of the foreshore and the bed of the non-tidal rivers of established for each section of river. I claim that there is a general right
England has been alienated by the crown. The right of navigation in the for all usable rivers.
There is a general right of navigation on the sea. One does not need
medieval period was the same as these for the other tidal waters.
to prove that vessels have passed over a particular section of the sea to
establish a right of navigation at that place. In the same way there is a
1.11 Place name evidence
general right of navigation over the foreshore when the tide is in. In the
Ann Cole has studied the place name evidence for ‘Water Transport same way there is a general right to fly over any piece of land. In Scots
in Early Medieval England’. She summarizes her work by writing that law in a lake or loch the bed of the river belongs to the person who
‘Place names cannot give a complete picture of medieval water routes, owns the nearest point on the shore. However, anyone who owns any
but they do emphasise the use of some of them.’ The most notable point part of the shore may pass over any part of the lake or loch.
Lord Cameron put it this way
about her evidence is that boats went much further up some rivers in
The demarcation and identification of a public right of way on land
medieval times than is possible today, even in kayaks.
and the proof of the right of the public to use it depends on actual use
of a particular line of travel or passage and use of a particular kind by
1.12 Evidence from Canal Construction
James Bond has identified 34 navigation channels constructed members of the public asserted as of right for a particular, recognised
between AD400 and AD1250. I wrote in my Sussex Thesis ‘The and continuous period of time. It is therefore in itself a creature of
importance of these canals in terms of the use of the connecting rivers human activity, as is the right of public use which arises consequentially.
seems not to have been appreciated by most historians. Canals would A river is the work of nature, as is its course, its character and its
only have been constructed where they could be connected to usable capacity for the carriage of traffic in persons or goods. Nor does a river
rivers at a time when use of the rivers was well established.’ Since it disappear after a specified period of disuse for such purposes, though
was economically worthwhile to construct these canals the use of the its course and capacity may be modified or even destroyed by human
natural rivers would have been much more economically worthwhile. action. It is therefore not difficult to appreciate that in the one case the
law will require evidence of use both to identify and to open a public
The construction of these canals implies the widespread use of rivers.
right of way on land, while in the other identification and capacity and
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have been searched for only two counties.
But much more serious, most journeys were never recorded. Thus
from other evidence it seems likely that stone for Winchester Castle,
Winchester Cathedral, Wye College and the marble for Salisbury
Cathedral were transported by river but the accounts for these buildings
are not available. The use of river transport cannot now be ‘established at
a court hearing’.
Roger de Hovenden wrote that ‘Protection of the lesser roads and
lesser rivers which carried loads were subject to the laws of the county.’
Almost none of these journeys were recorded. Corn, chicken and
firewood were taken by boat to many of the markets but the journeys
were not recorded. The corn and chicken have been eaten, the firewood
burnt, the boats have rotted and ‘boats leave no footprints’. There is no
2.2 Misunderstandings
archaeological evidence.
No court can now decide on which of these rivers there was in
2.2.1 The type of river
Mr Hart wrote ‘Even if Dr Caffyn’s conclusions lead to the general the medieval period ‘regular, habitual and substantial use’. To give an
rights which he asserts (which they do not), they could not in any event example: at Fittleworth on the Western Rother in 1615 ‘stood a Rough
apply to every river of every size, as Dr Caffyn suggests.’ (Underlining Wharf supported by timber piles’. Arthur Telling and Rosemary Smith, a
Mr Hart’s.) My thesis applies only to usable, natural rivers as defined barrister and a solicitor, concluded from this information that ‘there was
a common law right of navigation up to Fittleworth.’ But this evidence
above.
It is to be noted that Mr Hart’s concept of the ‘great rivers’, on which clearly falls far short of Mr Hart’s requirement for ‘regular, habitual and
it is agreed there is a public right of navigation, is at least as wide as my substantial use’.
In 1714 an Act was passed requiring that the navigation passage on
concept of ‘usable’ rivers. Mr Hart wrote ‘both statutes [relating to the
great rivers] had in mind rivers of similar magnitude to the Thames and the Grant, Nean, Welland and Glean should be preserved. There is no
record of substantial use of these rivers before that time.
the Medway named in Magna Carta.’
On the Trent a commission held that there was a public right
Appendix A of my thesis for the University of Sussex lists all the
known occasions when boats used the Medway in the medieval period. of navigation to Biddulph Moor, the source. The limit of recorded
This shows that while boats may have carried loads of up to 4 tonnes, historical use is Swerkeston, 80 miles downstream.
There is a public right of navigation on Waller’s Haven because it was
most of the loads were closer to one tonne. The medieval Medway is
an excellent example of the type of river to which my thesis applies. tidal and the right of navigation has not been extinguished. There is no
Some sections usable at some times of year by vessels carrying 4 tonnes record of substantial use of the river.
On sections of each of these rivers there was at one time a right to
but most sections being used by vessels being loaded, unloaded and
propelled by one man. The sections above Balls Green are often not navigate; that right has not been extinguished yet Mr Hart writes ‘in
the absence of a PRN established by use, … canoeists will be trespassing
passable now.
In medieval times the Thames rose at ‘The Source of the Thames’ when they paddle on the river.’ (DHQC.1.9)
We are told that there can be a right to use a river but a person who
which is marked by a stone. Today normally the water first flows from
‘Thames Head’. This is at the end of the blue line on the Ordnance does so is trespassing. Someone has gone wrong somewhere.
Survey maps marking the Thames. The section 800 metres long between
‘the Source’ and ‘the Head’ is now normally a damp ditch. Historically, 2.3 Mr Hart’s response to the evidence
this section may well have been used for the transport of reeds from the
marshy area at the Source of the river to the villages downstream. We 2.3.1 Evidence of the medieval use of rivers
Mr Hart does not challenge the records in Appendix A of my thesis
are agreed that there is a public right of navigation when the water is
for the University of Sussex.
wide enough and deep enough for small vessels.
The problem of establishing the extent of the use of rivers during
the medieval period is well illustrated by the rivers of Sussex. There
2.2.2 The origin of the right
Mr Hart wrote ‘This PRN is said by Dr Caffyn to have originated is evidence of the use of the Eastern Rother from 1272 to 1600, the
between 1189 and 1500 in all usable rivers…’ My opinion is that there Brede from 1300 to 1574, the Reading Sewer in the 15th century,
was a public right of navigation on all natural usable rivers in 1189 and Combe Haven in the 13th and 14th centuries, Waller’s Haven, the
this right still existed in 1500. The legal commentators and the legal Ashbourne Stream in the 16th century, Pevensey Haven in the 13th
community have been obsessed by the question as to how a right of and 15th centuries, Middle Sewer in the 13th century, Cuckmere in the
navigation was created. They fail to realise that the right has existed 15th century, Sussex Ouse in the 16th century and the Adur and Arun.
Yet in 1586 Camden wrote ‘It has many little rivers; but those that
since the rivers were created. Certainly the right existed during the
come from the north-side of the county, presently bend their course to
Roman occupation.
I understand that Mr Hart considers that there was a public right the sea, and are therefore unable to carry vessels of burden.’
of navigation on all perennial rivers in the Roman period. I also
understand that Mr Hart considers that this right was lost between 2.3.2 Bracton
Mr Hart wrote ‘Other than its appearance in Bracton, and Best
c.450 and 1189. I have seen no evidence of this change nor have I seen
J’s 19th century observations in Blundell to which I will turn, what
any reason why the change should have been made.
‘For anything to be created it must previously have not existed.’ evidence is there that Bracton’s views on the ubiquity of water rights
There is no evidence that at any time before 1189 the public right of represented the 13th century common law on the subject? In truth
there is none.’
navigation on usable rivers did not exist.
There were four Justinian rights which are included in the ‘ubiquity
Mr Hart wrote ‘I have no difficulty with the general proposition that
there was considerable use of many rivers for commerce in mediaeval of water rights’ which Bracton wrote about:
times, and insofar as that could be shown to have occurred for a 1.That fishing in ports and rivers was public.
considerable period, then PRN could be established for the part of the 2. That the shore was public.
rivers so used.’ Mr Hart considers that these rivers were private before 3. That the banks of rivers were public.
the ‘considerable use’ was established. Yet there is no record of any 4. That the perennial rivers were public.
As stated above Bracton wrote that the first right, the right of fishing
dispute between a landowner and a navigator about the right to passage
in rivers, had been extinguished in England before or during his time.
on an unobstructed river.
The fact that the other three rights were not challenged for over
Mr Hart wrote ‘A PRN can only be established…’ I consider the use
of the word ‘established’ to be misleading. On the one hand it may be three hundred years is evidence that he correctly stated the law at his
taken as meaning ‘established historically’, that is ‘established at some time and that any change, if there has been a change, occurred after his
time in history’. On the other hand it may be taken to mean ‘established time.
The evidence for the second right, the shore is public, is that it still
in a court’, that is ‘recognised by a court’. This the same as the difference
between ‘what happened’ and ‘recorded history.’ The evidence which I exists. It exists in the Law Courts. It exists on the beaches. Mr Hart
collected for my thesis for the University of Sussex is clearly incomplete. claims that in Blundell v Caterall ‘Blundell alleged a right of access to
Estate accounts have not been searched. The Historical Society archives the beach to bathe’ and that this right was dismissed. This is incorrect.
potential as a means of communication between already existing places
of public access are ascertainable by instant examination. The public
benefit to be gained by the use of the means made available by the work
of nature needs in such a case no demonstration by reference to actual
use.
This is not a statement of Scots Law. It is a clear exposition of my
understanding of English law.
In this Part I first clarify some misunderstandings which Mr Hart has
of my work. Then I look at his response to the reasons why I think that
such a right existed. Finally I look at the relationship between English
law and Scots Law.
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As Lord Carnwath pointed out, the right which was dismissed was
‘the right to bring on to the beach bathing machines for the purpose
of bathing’. Thus, as Bracton wrote, the beach is a public place if you
do not bring a bathing machine with you. The legal community has
allowed itself to be misled for a very long time by an incorrect heading
to the case in the English Reports.
The evidence for the third right, that the banks of rivers are public,
comes from Callis, who wrote in 1622
I cannot more aptly compare a Bank of the Sea, or of a navigable
River, than to a High-way, for that the property thereof is to him whose
ground is next adjoyning, and the use thereof is common to all men,
and the power thereof the King hath by His Laws, Proprietas Domino,
usus populo, potestas Regi: where-in for more clear Illustration of this
matter.
Mr Hart quotes Buller J to show that ‘Callis purely copied Bracton’.
In fact there is no evidence that Callis purely copied Bracton. Callis
had travelled around Lincolnshire and knew what was happening on
the banks of the rivers and there is no reason to think that he was not
telling the truth.
Sir John Baker wrote that ‘The inns of court and chancery in their
heyday constituted the ‘third university of England’. One of the largest
and most influential law schools in the history of the world.’ A speaker
in such a society does not say that river banks are public when everyone
in the class or audience knows the statement to be false and only a
quotation from Justinian law.
A more careful study is needed as to why Buller J thought Callis to
be wrong.
In 1789 in Ball v Herbert Herbert claimed that there was a common
law right to tow from both banks of a navigable river. That right was
not needed. A right to tow from one bank is all that is needed to move
a vessel upstream.
Buller J, in giving judgement, said ‘Another authority cited is the
passage in Bracton, and quoted by Callis: that plainly appears to have
been taken from Justinian, and is only part of the civil law; and whether
or not that has been adopted by the common law is to be seen by
looking into our books; and there it is not to be found.’ Lord Kenyon,
Ch, J and Ashhurst J give the same emphasis as Buller J to ‘what is in
the books’. This was the approach taken by the late 18th century judges.
The courts ignored the fact that ‘The commonplace is not commented
upon.’ They ignored the fact that only disputes are recorded in the law
books, not agreements.
Graham gave false evidence to the court when he said that ‘Few of
our rivers, besides the Thames and the Severn, were naturally navigable.’
As shown above, at least 170 rivers were naturally navigable. His
statement was not challenged.
It was held that ‘The public are not entitled at common law to
tow [with horses] on the banks of ancient navigable rivers.’ This case
established that the banks of rivers are not equivalent to a bridleway.
I am not aware of any case in which it was held that the bank of a
navigable river is not a footpath, a public place.
One cannot understand this case without first understanding the
background. Here I can only give a very brief, simplified description.
Bracton was a judge in the West Country who travelled widely. Callis
was ‘for many years a Commissioner of Sewers in his native Countrey of
Lincolnshire, which abounds in vast Fens and Marishes’. Both of them
knew the country about which they were writing.
Each village had, usually, three fields divided into strips which were
cultivated. There were houses and their gardens. The rest of the land
was used for pasture, scrub, woodland or forest. This was common land
over which different people had various rights and over which all had
the right of passage. People walked or rode over this land as the ships
sail over the ocean. The area of cultivation varied with time. Before
the Black Death it increased; after, it decreased. The area of land near
the rivers was often flooded and normally damp so it was valuable for
pasture but of little use for cultivation. People could therefore pass across
it. On the rivers were troughs, punts and small rowing boats which
took goods to the local market or brought firewood, reeds or hay to the
village. For every voyage downstream there was a voyage upstream. The
motive power upstream was punting, towing by one man or on slow
flowing rivers rowing or paddling.
In the 167 years between when Callis gave his Reading and Ball v
Herbert the enclosures took place under the authority of the Enclosure
Acts. In each parish enclosure was achieved in about five years. Pound
locks were introduced. The major rivers were modified to carry barges
and lighters, the roads were improved, reducing the need for river traffic,
and there was considerable urbanisation so the loads to be carried
increased.

The right to walk or tow from the bank had been extinguished
in many places by the Enclosure Acts and the much wider Acts for
draining the Fens. This together with the judges’ preference at that time
for the rights of the landowners over those of the common people
seems to have ended the right in many places.
Bracton’s third right existed in his time and in the time of Callis. It
had largely been extinguished by statute before the Buller J made his
judgement.
To summarise Mr Hart’s ubiquitous rights:
Date		Reason extinguished
1. Fishing.		
Before 1250.
Unknown
2. Shore.		
Still exists today.
3. River banks.
17th, 18th C.
Mostly extinguished by statute
4. Rivers.		
Still exists today.
For evidence of the fourth right, the right of passage on usable rivers,
one need only read Part One of this paper. This right has not been
extinguished by statute. It has been forgotten by some members of the
legal community.
Mr Hart wrote ‘By the 16th century, it is plain that English common
law is recognising the balance between land ownership and public rights
or interests, in a way inconsistent with Bracton,’ referring to Woolrych.
Woolrych had written ‘an old dictum may be cited, in which it was said,
that if one have a piscary in any water, he has no power to land without
the assent of the owners of the freehold.’ The case cited Inhabitants of
Ipswich v Browne refers to an occasion when fishermen inconvenienced
the users of a ferry. It was the inconvenience due to the constant passing
and repassing of the fishermen which was not allowed, not any trespass.
Mr Hart does not comment on another case mentioned by Woolrych
in the same paragraph. ‘The owner of a ferry had a right to embark and
disembark passengers, as an incident to the ferry, without having any
property in the soil, and that it would be sufficient for him to use the
land for all the purposes of his ferry.’ This is in agreement with the bank
being a public place.
The only case in which a court has considered that a usable river
was private is Rawson v Peters. The question as to whether the river was
private was not argued so the case is not binding. The question before
the court was whether the passing of canoes up and down the river
would disturb the fish at a time when no-one was fishing. The Secretary
of the Canoe Club said that it would not. The Secretary of the Angling
Club said that it would. In the County Court Ould J held that there
had been no liability as no-one was fishing. Lord Denning, giving the
judgement, said that the passage of canoes must disturb the fish and
interfere with the right of fishing. Lord Denning was a keen angler and
owner of a significant fishery. The House of Lords Select Committee
on Sport and Leisure called this a ‘notorious’ case. A later study for the
Environment Agency of ‘The Effects of Canoeing on Fish Stocks and
Angling’ found that ‘canoeing is not harmful to fish populations’.
2.3.3 Commissions under the River Clearance Acts
I wrote that the Commissions to preserve the navigations would
not have been appointed if the rivers were private. Lisa Busch wrote ‘I
agree with these remarks [this remark], which, in my opinion, are selfevidently correct.’
I find it very difficult to understand what Mr Hart is trying to say
about these commissions in DHQC.2.23-34. There is no difficulty in
‘construe[ing] the meaning of the statutes’ apart from knowing to which
rivers they apply.
The problem with Mr Hart’s analysis is that he does not identify any
natural, usable, ‘non-tidal non-navigated/non-navigable rivers’. There is
no evidence that any such river existed.
Mr Hart accepts that ‘there was considerable use of many rivers for
commerce in mediaeval times’. This implies that he considers that there
were many other rivers which were usable but not used. It is these that
need to be studied but he fails to identify any of them.
These Acts were for the preservation of fish, the passage of vessels and
to prevent flooding. Some Acts were for one purpose, others for two
and others for all three. If I understand him correctly, Mr Hart considers
that the passage of vessels was only to be preserved on the great rivers.
Does this imply that fish were only to be preserved on the great rivers?
Does this imply that flooding was only to be prevented if it was caused
by the great rivers? One only needs to ask the questions to know that
Mr Hart’s interpretation is wrong.
2.3.4 The medieval understanding of Magna Carta.
The paragraphs DHQC.2.3-22 are in my opinion pure obfuscation.
I agree that the intent of the River Clearance Acts was to ‘protect the
passage of ships and boats in great rivers (whatever precisely ‘great
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2.3.5 The meaning of the word ‘navigable’
Mr Hart ignores this evidence.
2.3.6 The absence of a distinction between tidal and non-tidal
waters
Mr Hart wrote
It is plain from this discussion that by Henry VII’s reign (if not
before), [c.1500] the common law was drawing a distinction between
tidal waters carrying (in most circumstances – see below for the caveat)
the right to PRN, and non-tidal waters not generally carrying a PRN.
and
By the time of Blundell, [1821] the difference in status between tidal
and non-tidal rivers had been established for some time, notably in Hale
speaking judicially.
Thus from 1189 to c1500 the law did not draw a distinction between
tidal and non-tidal waters. Since on the tidal waters, in general, there
was a public right of navigation it is difficult to understand how Mr
Hart can claim that the non-tidal waters differed.
Thus from 1189 to 1500 the public had a right of passage on all
usable rivers. Such a right can only be extinguished by statute or by
becoming impossible to exercise.
2.3.7 Place name evidence
2.3.8 The construction of canals
Mr Hart ignores these two types of evidence.
2.4 Scots Law
Mr Hart considers that the common law of PRN in England and
Wales does not differ from the common law of Scotland as it was before
2003. He said that it would be fanciful to think that they might differ.
Lord Neuberger, Lord Hodge, Lady Hale and Lord Sumption agree
that the English and Scottish laws relating to access to the beach differ.
So it seems not unreasonable to consider if the laws relating to the
private right of navigation also differ.
In cases relating to the Spey under Scots Law there were judgements
of the courts that at one place cruives which blocked navigation were
legal and that there was a public right of navigation. A third court
decided that navigation could take place between 26 August and 15
March and a fourth court extended that period to 26 August to 15 May
providing certain notices were given. Such decisions are unknown in
English courts.
Lord Fraser also said ‘As late as 1931 Lord President Clyde said …
that he doubted: ‘if it has ever been settled whether the public character
of the non-tidal part of a navigable river depends (1) on the fact of
navigability, or (2) on prescriptive possession by the public.’ There are
judicial dicta in favour of both views especially in … where Lord
President Inglis and Lord Deas considered that use was necessary to
establish the navigable character of a river while Lord Shand thought it
was not.”
Mr Hart wrote ‘Consistent case law since 1877 has endorsed the
textbook view expressed in 1830 that user is a fundamental element
of establishing a PRN.’ Certainly Lord Fraser, Lord President Clyde
and Lord Shand would not agree. Mr Hart’s statement that two cases at

Scots law and one relating to an unusable river can fix the law relating
to usable rivers seems to be unacceptable. It is unfortunate that Mr Hart
does not give examples of rivers found by the courts to be usable but
not legally navigable.
Lord Fraser also said
In all the Scottish cases that were brought to our attention where
a public right of navigation was involved, the river had evidently
been used for navigation (or at least for floating), for many years and
there was no question of setting up a new right. That is what is to
be expected in a country like Scotland which has been inhabited
and relatively settled for centuries. It seems most unlikely that any
river in Scotland which is capable of providing a useful channel
of communication or transport would not have been used by now,
especially in the days before 1781 when there was no competition from
railways and motor lorries.
Lisa Busch wrote
In my view, these remarks support the proposition that it may be
assumed that a river which is ‘capable of providing a useful channel of
communication or transport’ was indeed used for those purposes in the ‘days
before 1781 when there was no competition from railways and motor lorries’,
unless the contrary is proven. I also consider that that proposition holds
good under English law. In my further opinion, at least arguably, that
reasonable assumption, coupled with the evidence as to use described in
Dr Caffyn’s research, is sufficient to show, on the balance of probabilities,
that those rivers in England which fall under the latter descriptor were
subject to PRN. In short, there is, at least arguably, a basis for a common
law presumption that rivers which are capable of being navigated were
– and are – subject to PRN unless the contrary is proven. (LBQC.40)
The authorities quoted in Wills’ Trustees are totally different from
those which would be quoted in an English court. In Art One of this
paper I listed seven types of medieval evidence which show that there
was a general right of navigation in England in medieval times. None of
these were mentioned at the hearing of Wills’Trustees.
Soon after the judiciary established that prior use was a requirement
for establishing a right of navigation in Scotland the government
extinguished that requirement.
Mr Hart writes that in England the need to show user ‘emerges from
cases in England and Scotland over the last 125 years’. This is scarcely a
help in establishing the law in the medieval period. Mr Hart agrees that
the rights of the navigators in the medieval period still exist today.
2.5 Conclusion
I consider that the above is ample evidence to show that on the
balance of probabilities there was a medieval universal public right of
navigation on the non-tidal usable rivers of England and that this right
still exists.

DJM Caffyn

255 Kings Drive
Eastbourne
East Sussex
BN21 2UR
caffyn@tiscali.co.uk

Loch Goil
Britain’s
oldest
forest park

Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.

rivers’ may mean)’. But that does not prohibit Parliament from making a
statement about the lesser rivers in the Preface to one of the Acts.
In twenty paragraphs nowhere does Mr Hart explain what he
understands to be the meaning of the Preface to the 1472 Act. The
Preface states that there was the right and this implies that the right still
existed. What else could the Preface mean?

The tributary joins from Beinn a’ Chuir.

R

ising on 847m Ben Donich as the Allt Glinne
Mhóir, water flows north then circles the base
of the mountain to flow south across Argyll &
Bute, becoming the River Goil. Initially it forms the
boundary of the 243km2 Argyll Forest Park, itself part
of the Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National Park,
and is Britain’s oldest forest park with golden eagles,
ospreys, red squirrels, roe and red deer, pine martens
and otters.
The B828 keeps close company at first, being

replaced by the B839 which is only a little more
evasive. Both are single track roads with passing places,
the only places for stopping being near the
bridges.
Beyond the first bridge over the river,
some 3km west of the Rest & Be
Thankful pass, a tr ibutary from
901m Beinn an Lochain increases
the flow. However, this steep
treelined glen has a rocky bed,

31st March 2017
The 64 references in this paper have been omitted for a general readership. The
full paper with its references can be found at caffynonrivers.co.uk.

Looking down Gleann Mór towards Mullach Coire a’ Chuir and Stob Liath.
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sometimes undercut, and would take a lot of water to
turn it into a steep helter skelter, by which time the
low overhanging bushes would be more of a problem.
Above is 732m Stob an Eas while 639m Mullach Coire
a’ Chuir and 658m Stob na Boine Druim-fhinn stand
ahead ready to deflect the river.
By Monevechadan the river moves to pick up the
flow from Gleann Beag or Hell’s Glen and the bed
has begun to flatten out and widen with meanders
although there are still bedrock rapids and gravel
shallows so enough water is needed. The B839 crosses
and the forest park now embraces the river fully as it
becomes the River Goil. There is increasing room for
fields with highland cattle and then sheep.
The B839 crosses back at Inveronich, by which
time the main navigational difficulties are occasional
shallows as the river flows below trees draped with
lichens.
Tides reach the stone rapids below the B839 bridge
at Lochgoilhead, from where the river quickly opens
out to form Loch Goil, the head of which drains. The
tidal flow is imperceptible.
The village is Victorian but many conical wooden
holiday chalets and caravans on the west side of the
head of the loch, sited among California redwood
trees, for m Dr imsynie Holiday Village. On the
mountainside above them is Rob Roy’s cave. There
is boating, waterskiing, subaqua, sea angling, pony
trekking, climbing and forest walks to keep visitors
busy, this being within easy reach of Glasgow. The
European Sheep & Wool Centre is here with shearing
and sheepdog demonstrations. It was one of the
places where the Vital Spark was repainted with the
expectation that it would make her smart enough to
carry passengers.
Glasgow MP A Cameron Corbett gave 36km2 of
the Ardgoil Estate to the city, Argyll’s Bowling Green,

Approaching Monevechadan.

Highland cow at Monevechadan.
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The bridge at Inveronich.
which may be application of the local irony or could
be from the Gaelic buaile na greine, sunny cattle
fold, although a generously large size for the purpose.
Because of financial losses it has been run by the
Forestry Commission since 1965. The loch is largely
surrounded by Ardgoil Forest, mostly part of the Argyll
Forest Park, and projects into the Cowal peninsula.
Loch Goil is like a fjord, on the east side contained
by the Steeple at 383m, 389m Tom nan Gamhna,

502m Càrn Glas from which waterfalls descend, 653m
Beinne Reithe, the Saddle at 519m, 369m Tom Molach
and 437m Clach Bheinn while the west side has 606m
Cruach nam Miseag, 661m Sgurr a’ Choinnich and
397m Cruach an Draghair as some of the salient points.
A catholic assortment of birds might be seen,
swans, mallards, curlews, oystercatchers, common and
blackbacked gulls, wagtails, herons, cormorants and
eider ducks with eagles circling above. Assorted wracks

Ben Donich towers above Lochgoilhead.
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Loch Goil

Tree house with style at the Lodge.

give a brown shoreline to contrast with the green of
the trees in the summer. The Lettermay Burn joins in
one of the few areas not forested.
All the holiday activity belies the fact that this is part
of the Clyde Dockyard Ports and is a Narrow Channel
for navigation. The Douglas Pier is the base for noise
testing at the Admiralty Trials Range with a number
of rafts down the east side of the loch and there may
be buoys joined by wire. The range is used by nuclear
submarines, especially during the day on weekdays,
as shown by red flags on Douglas and Carrick Castle
Piers. Information is available on 01301 702011 but
small craft may be able to pass on the west side of the
loch.
Houses around the Lodge have everything from
decking to the ultimate in tree houses, a substantial
room overlooking the loch. From between the
rhododendrons cloaking the bank a number of ropes
and cables slip surreptitiously into the water, apparently
heading for the range. Those bushes form an unlikely
backdrop for rocks which are used by seals.
From Rubha na Beithe on the east side the loch is
edged by low grey cliffs with trees right to the brink,
firs, pines, ashes, alders and other deciduous species.
The prominent 14th century Carrick Castle itself,
on a rock with views both up the loch and to its

An unusual combination of seals and rhododendron bushes.
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Cruach nam Miseag on the west side of the loch.
mouth, shows the development from hall house
to tower house. Perhaps a boar hunting lodge for
James IV, it passed into the hands of the Campbells
of Ardkinglas in the 16th century. John Campbell of
Carrick was later suspected of being in league with

the 9th Earl of Argyll as a supporter of Montrose. The
castle was taken by the Marquis of Atholl and passed to
the Murray Earls of Dunmore. It fell into ruin but has
been restored.
Rubha Ardnahein, which appears as an incongruous

Carrick Castle stands on the shore.
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Reviews of new books and publications

Complete Guide to the Lancaster Canal

Unexpected flat green area at Rubha Ardnahein.

FACT FILE
Distance
16km from Gleann Mór to Portincaple.
Public Transport
Garelochhead Coaches 302 buses serve
Rest & Be Thankful, Lochgoilhead,
Corrow Farm and Carrick Castle
Campsites
There are campsites 8km away at Ardgartan and
10km away at Benmore.
Youth Hostels
There are youth hostels 10km away at
Inverarary and 14km away at
Rowardenan Lodge.
OS 1:50,000 Sheet
56 L Lomond & Inveraray
Admiralty Charts
2131 Firth of Clyde & L Fyne (1:75,000)
3746 L Long & L Goil (1:25,000).
Approaches to Finnart (1:12,500)
Tidal Constants
Lochgoilhead: HW Dover +0120,
LW Dover +0030
Coulport: Dover +0110
Sea Area
Malin
Submarine Areas
Goil, Cove
Rescue
Inshore lifeboat: Luss
All weather lifeboat: Troon
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bright green meadow, has a steel frame
light with a dayglo panel, not enough
to have prevented a wreck in Toll nan
Muc. A ship mooring buoy and large
navigation buoys show that large craft
are expected.
Above Rubha nan Eoin is a tall
pylon supporting powerlines across
Loch Long, which is met here. Backed
by bracken at the foot of 144m Meall

Daraich is the islet of Carraig nan Ròn or Seal Rock
which has a white cylindrical light column.
The view up Loch Long is past Portincaple to
the oil tanks and hoses of a refuelling depot while
the nuclear submarine dock at Coulport is equally
conspicuous downstream. Opposite is a dip in the cliffs,
lining up with the head of the Gare Loch, and it may
be that Loch Goil continued in this direction in earlier
times before being intercepted by glacial action in
Loch Long.

John Laws
Lancaster Canal Trust, c/o Lancaster
District CVS, The Cornerstone, Sulyard St,
Lancaster LA1 1PX
978 0 9514146 5 1
A5
92 pages, paperback
1989. 6th edition Mar 2017
£6.50
Apart from the Ribble Link and the
Glasson Branch, both of which are included
in this guidebook, the only locks on the
Lancaster Canal are at Tewitfield, immediately
above which is the first of the M6 severances. Thus, the Lancashire
section is one of the longest lock free canal reaches in the country while
the Cumbrian Northern Reaches section is almost free of boats unless
they can be portaged.
The canal is taken south to north and the book is aimed at all
users, predominantly cruisers at the southern end and walkers at
the northern end into Kendal where only the towpath remains as a
footpath. Canoeists are included in the users.
The first quarter of the guide is an introduction to every aspect of the
canal, its history, geography, engineering, ecology and advice for each
category of user. The rest is a route guide covering everything related to
the canal. Each section is accompanied by a 1:25,000 section of map to
show what is relevant and exclude what is not. Unusually, this includes
powerlines, obvious landmarks in the countryside but rarely included on
canal maps. Map symbols are on a fold out rear flap.
The maps are accompanied by reference panels including restaurants,
pubs and attractions, giving exact locations. Advertisements for facilities
are included, each with its own location marked.
The last few pages include details of public transport, maps, books
and useful addresses, even vets near the canal for pet owners. All that is
missing is captions for the photographs, the locations of not all of which
are obvious.
Overall, this is an excellent and most informative resource, no less
because all the relevant books listed in the reference section are out of
print.
River Wye Canoe Map 1
978 0 9957513 0 9
River Wye Canoe Map 2

Folded rocks at Carraig na Maraig.
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Peter Knowles
Rivers Publishing, Gower,
Blencathra St, Keswick
CA12 4HE
978 0 9957513 1 6
570 x 350mm folding to
180 x 100mm
2017
£8.95
The Wye is Br itain’s most
popular canoe touring river and
has been since the 19th century. At last there is high quality mapping
available for paddlers.
These two maps cover the river from Glasbury to Hoarwithy and
then on to Chepstow. On tough waterproof paper which floats if
blown into the river, each map is printed on both side with two panels
per side. At 1:36,000 scale, the maps have extensive detail including
contours, woods and footpaths. It is easy to fold them to display the
required part of a map.

Information boxes give details of the many canoe hire centres and
launch points, campsites, toilets, places to eat and drink, places of interest
to see and safety issues, warning of limited facilities, noisy locations or
difficult landing being spelled out. Contact details for hire centres, pubs
and restaurants are given. Assorted small pictures are shown, including
one of author Peter Knowles paddling a coracle. Distances are given in
the information boxes and the river is shown in fine detail with minor
channels and all the islands included.
For inexperienced paddlers there are panels of general advice on
use of the river, especially the difficult tidal section, sources of further
information, access and planning notes.
These take mapping for paddlers to a whole new level, not just for
the Wye but for rivers in general.
Canals of Britain
Stuart Fisher
Adlard Coles Nautical, 50
Bedford Sq, London WC1B 3DP
978 1 4729 2972 3
A4
336 pages, paperback
2009. 3rd edition 12th Jan 2017
£30.00
The best selling Canals of
Britain has been developed from
the Canoeist guides for a wider
reader ship. The third edition
has been revised extensively
and includes hundreds of new
photographs. It is also available in
ePDF and ePub formats.

Waypoints
Ian Stephen
Adlard Coles Nautical
987 1 4729 3963 0
280 x 160mm
298 pages, hardback
23rd Feb 2017
£18.99
Waypoints may mean electronic join up
the dots navigation of sailing boats to you
but there is limited evidence of it in this
book.
The author, a Stornoway resident, is a
poet who has had 15 years’ experience as
a coastguard and has a love of repairing
old boats and sailing them, especially open
working vessels with some history to them.
Each of the ten chapters can be read independently and features a
different boat and a trip undertaken in it, usually around the Minch
or beyond from Lewis. Accompanying is some of the author’s verse,
the reworking of an old folk tale and a map and painting by his
wife, Christine Morrison. For readers not used to such boats or their
handling, some explanations of terms are slipped in quietly and so are
some aspects of the weather and the marine environment, assisted by the
author’s coastguard insights. You can learn from this without admitting
it.
Mentioned briefly is his first boat, a small Wharram catamaran canoe,
and there is brief mention of the construction of a coracle, ‘One up
from a pair of waders’. He was not a paddler himself but both sons were
members of Stornoway Canoe Club, elder son Sean joining a party
crossing the Minch with a group when he was 16 and later becoming
an international white water expedition paddler. Some of the club’s
expeditions, especially to remote islands, have featured on our pages.
Aspects of the book may not be new. The gannet collecting trip to
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Sula Sgeir was described in Robert Macfarlane’s The Old Ways and some
of the folk tales were familiar to me to a greater or lesser extent. Most
important, though, are the locations visited, islands and inlets around
the northwest of Scotland, the wildlife which looms much larger in
this remote land and seascape, sometimes because it is much larger. The
author had been a literature student and his turn of phrase comes across
well.
For a sailing book from the far corner of the country from me I was
struck by just how much was directly relevant to my own experiences,
not least the revisiting of some of the best of our coastline. It is a part of
the world where people have to be inclusive and this book has a similar
feel to it, where you do not need to be one of the regulars, in reading or
place, to be welcome.
Mediterranean
Huw Kingston
Whittles Publishing, Dunbeath,
Caithness KW6 6EG
978 1 84995 274 3
240 x 170mm
209 pages, paperback
Feb 2017
£19.99
We have carried many stories about the
north side of the Med and the islands, not so
the south side or east end.
This was planned as a year long circuit of
the Mediterranean by sea kayak, bike, ski and
foot. Inevitably there were changes to the
plans.
Huw Kingston was born in Sheffield, of Welsh extraction, but has
since emigrated to Australia, where his activities have included a circuit
of Aus by various forms of human powered transport and has paddled
the Bass Strait as part of one of a series of city to city expeditions,
frequently subjected to the aftermath of a teenage back injury 35 years
ago.
He considered doing the whole trip by sea kayak but reckoned it
would take 15 months, longer than he wished to be away from his wife
and grandchildren.
Instead, he chose to leave from Gallipoli on the 99th anniversary of
the Anzac landings and use various forms of human powered transport
to return for the centenary in 2015.
The initial part was by sea kayak as far as Croatia, which was the best
paddling country of the journey. Shipping was stopped so that he could
go through the Corinth Canal but widespread generosity and help were
encountered regularly at all levels, often by people who had moved on
from their countries of birth.
From Slovenia to Spain the route was by bike with walking over the
Alps and, for a while, along the Canal du Midi. Then from Almerimar
along the Andalusian coast to Morocco was by sea kayak again,
coming up against bureaucracy, partly explained when he found out,
subsequently, that crossing the Strait of Gibraltar by sea kayak is now
illegal.
The trip was planned during the Arab Spring but now there were
various terrorist attacks, both along the north African coast and in
France, with support being shown for the Charlie Hebdo attack. The
1,500km cycle ride across Algeria was accompanied by a convoy of
police cars, motorcycles and blue flashing lights with accommodation
in prebooked hotels, no camping in quiet corners and chatting to the
locals.
With the poor situation from here and the increasingly desperate war
in Syria it was clear that a change of plan was required while still trying
to meet the Gallipoli deadline. Many people had contributed to the trip,
particularly by ferrying kit around Europe, none more so than Marin
Medak, unknown at the start of the trip. A former trans Atlantic rower,
he located and bought a suitable craft, had it transported to Tunisia and
then rowed it with Huw across the Mediterranean via Malta to Greece.
The final sea kayak section was up the Turkish coast from Marmaris to
Gallipoli.
One recurring theme is the increase of plastic debris accumulating
along shorelines. In his home town in Australia, Huw had instigated
a refusal to buy bottled water, opposing the use of oil to make plastic
bottles, filling them with water and then using more oil to ship them
around the world where often there is perfectly adequate water in the
tap, a campaign which has been picked up around the world.
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The trip raised $100,000 for Save the Children and Huw had
firsthand evidence of attempts by refugees to cross to Europe, later
returning to Kos to see how his funds were being spent.
The book is surprisingly well illustrated for a solo trip and will have
you chuckling at the humour. Kit lists are included for each part of the
trip, complicated where some had to be left at transition points, some
carried forward and some new kit picked up.
This is very much a book for adventurers, avoiding the tourist
hotspots, of which there are plenty, and, instead, meeting a wide range
of people off the beaten track.
Coastal Walks in Andalucía
Guy Hunter-Watts
Cicerone, 2 Police Sq, Milnthorpe, Cumbria
LA7 7PY
978 1 85284 803 3
170 x 120mm
265 pages, paperback
Aug 2016
£14.95
This book offers coastal walks in southwest
Spain between Cabo de Trafalgar and Agua
Amarga, including Gibraltar. They are usually
circular walks. The shoreline is most likely to be met at the two ends,
the Costa de la Luz and the Costa de Almería. In the centre, the Costa
del Sol and the Costa Tropical, they tend to retreat into the mountains
to avoid the holidaymaker developments, the sea being only visible in
the distance. Thus, there are photos of the sea and coast conditions at
each end but only a guide to the mountain ranges visible in the centre.
The walks are set in national parks and, as well as the rugged
scenery, give information from the geology to the birdlife, this being
an important migration route. Along the coastline there is valuable
guidance on the cliffs, towers, lighthouses, where there is kite surfing,
winds, accommodation, taxis and maps, the book including 1:50,000
maps where contours are shown and coloured but not numbered,
although the walks do give the ascent and descent for each walk,
which should offer a guide to river flow rates when not dry. A lot can
be learned about sea and coastal conditions simply by looking at the
pictures but there are exceptions. The last walk ends at Las Negras,
where the author advises of the likelihood of encountering naked
hippies smoking among the rocks.
The Loire Cycle Route
Mike Wells
Cicerone
978 1 85284 842 2
170 x 120mm
251 pages, paperback
Apr 2017
£16.95
The Loire is France’s longest river, largely
agricultural, passing numerous châteaux and
famous vineyards. As such, it is a popular touring
route, 1,052km long. Dams keep powered craft
away from the upper wild reaches and commercial craft only use it
below Angers, the last 160km.
Along the way a number of significant tributaries are crossed. Several
canals are encountered and these may be described in more detail than
the main river as the cycle route often uses towpaths whereas the route
following the river is frequently on levées or back across floodplains.
Altitudes are given, suggesting the rate of fall of the river, particularly
in the upper reaches. For each village there is a list of facilities available,
shown in brown to make them easier to spot. Canoeing facilities are
mentioned in passing at Lac-d’Issarlès and Le Migron.
The introduction gives practical logistics for anyone travelling to the
river.
The book is offered as a replacement for Cycling the River Loire
(Oct 03, p25) and is 60% longer despite omitting the 209km from
Orange to the source of the river at Gerbier de Jonc in the Massif
Central. Now it covers just what it says in the title, down to St Nazaire,
with only brief description of how to get to and from the river’s nearest
major transport links. The sketch maps have been replaced by fully
detailed maps at 1:150,000 with town centre enlargements.
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Great Glen Way

quite a lot of detail despite only being in the order of 1:400,000. In an
area of low population, the guide to features introduces mostly natural
history, churches and battles, particularly those in the 20th century. The
complex political history of the area is part of the mix.
Also included are guides to several tributaries on the Polish side,
which run into the bureaucracy if followed right to the River Bug.
River instruction or warning signs are illustrated and there is advice
to ensure that mobile phone calls are not routed via the Ukraine, where
charges are much higher.
A section on safety for beginners is helpful except for an ill advised
set of drawings on how to tie a bowline round your body with one
hand. Hire centre contact details are given and there is a glossary of
maps and relevant books, all in Polish, unlike this book which is in good
English. For touring in eastern Poland this book would be indispensible.

Jim Manthorpe
Trailblazer, The Old Manse, Tower Rd,
Hindhead, Surrey GU26 6SU
978 1 905864 80 5
180 x 120mm
174 pages, paperback
23rd Mar 2017
£11.99
The Great Glen Way long distance footpath uses
the towpath of the Caledonian Canal for much of
its length or else, on the loch sections, beside the
lochs or higher up, looking down on them. Only after Drumnadrochit
does the route move away into the mountains.
Rivers & Lakes in Serbia
The introduction to this book is actually longer than the guide itself
and, as usual for Trailblazer, is quite heavy on environmental aspects.
Rozana Sazdic
You might be interested to know how to sex shaggy highland cattle, a
National Tourism Organisation of
different technique than for smooth southern beasts while trying to spot
Serbia, Cika Ljubina 8,
the bull in a field where you are launching or landing. (Highland cow
11000 Beograd
horns turn up while bull horns turn down.)
978 86 6005 462 5
Photos are limited, mostly standard examples of flowers that might
A4
be seen while on foot, but include the bridge at Invermoriston. The
36 pages, paperback
guide runs southwest to northeast, as that is what the weather does most
2nd edition 2016
frequently, and is supported by maps at 1:20,000 scale, predominantly
Plentifully illustrated, this is an
along the footpath, as you would expect, although this is often also the
introductory guide to Serbia’s rivers
towpath. Towns and villages, of which there are few, have large scale
and lakes. The map marks rafting
maps with the locations of accommodation and where to eat shown,
locations but not canoeing, which
supported by written descriptions and details in the text. Even wild
is ubiquitous with plenty of hire
camping spots are suggested.
centres.
It is not all walking, however. Three campsites for canoeists are
Pictures range from a trio of
described. The fact that they are called Trailblazer sites is stressed on
sprint K1s to a single red open
various occasions by this publisher. There is a paragraph on canoeing the
canoe and there is reference to the
Great Glen, ‘probably the most relaxing’ way to travel it, and the official
big daddy of European canoe tours,
canoe trail along the canal is mentioned.
Finally, there is a section on climbing Ben Nevis and on Glen Nevis, the TID, which includes the Serbian section of the Danube.
The booklet is laid out river by river and lake by lake, making it easy
which may assist white water paddlers. Nothing ever stays still, however,
and a new footbridge was placed across the river for climbers a few days to relate the pictures to the text, which only gives an overview of each.
before the book hit the shops.
Our Beaches

Kayaking Along the Bug River
Jósef Tworek
Marshal’s Office of Lubelskie Voivodeship,
20-074 Lublin, ul Spokojna 4
978 83 63221 41 6
220 x 120mm
140 pages, paperback
2nd edition
Free
For much of the 400km covered by this
guide, the River Bug forms the border between
Poland and first the Ukraine then Belarus. More
importantly, it is the EU border and so there are
complex regulations. Paddlers may not cross the
centreline of the main channel of the river and,
where the river makes a loop into Belarus, a 16km portage may be
required. Paddling is permitted only from half an hour after sunrise
to half an hour before sunset. Group leaders, who must have skills
paperwork, need to report to border guards when launching and when
coming off the water. There are restrictions to land along the banks and
bans on campfires and swimming in the river. The latter means that
paddlers are the only people permitted to reach the most easterly point
in Poland.
Despite all the regulations, the river is popular for flat water touring,
especially in double kayaks. Only a handful of bridges cross the entire
400km and the river is rural with good scenery and wildlife. Sand
martins frequently nest in the banks and the forested areas often include
stands of pines. In places the rapid expansion of beavers is resulting in
their becoming pests.
Taking photographs of distance markers is not permitted, although
samples are shown in the book. The spacing of these is not consistent,
generally in the order of 800m apart, and a totally different numbering
system is being introduced. Many are included in a detailed distance
guide in the book. The pictures used are mostly small. Map sheets have

Câmara Municipal de Lagoa,
Largo do Municipio,
8401-851 Lagoa
210mm sq
42 pages, paperback
Cover ing the Lagoa section
of the Algarve, this booklet has a
double page spread for each beach.
One page has an attractive full page
photograph and the other a brief
description in Portuguese and in
English which is hard to follow.
A series of icons indicate what
facilities are available at each beach and a GPS reference is given.
The beaches are divided into three categories, bathing, natural and
wild, an indication of how hard each is to reach and how busy it will be.
The wild beaches are often accessible only from the sea and are listed
but not described, unfortunate as these may be the ones of greatest
interest to sea paddlers except for launching.

CANOEIST May 2017

53

Les Canaux

Blissful Beaches & Idyllic Islands

Zadar Region

Comité Régional du Tourism de Bretagne,
1 Rue Raoul Ponchon, CS 46938,
35069 Rennes Cedex
A5
68 pages, paperback
In French, this guide to the Canal d’Ille &
Rance and the Canal de Nantes à Brest also
covers the rivers Vilaine and Blavet. Pictures
are small but the maps are reasonably detailed
and collections of icons along the way show
the facilities available, including canoe hire.
This is a useful compact guide to the most
popular inland touring routes across Brittany.

Promotional Material Production
Division, Marketing Services Dept,
Tourism Authority of Thailand
250 x 180mm
35 pages, paperback
May 2016
Free
Nearly three quarters of this book
is taken up with pictures, showing
Thailand’s calm azure water, white sand
and fantastic rock formations. It is aimed
at watersports enthusiasts and describes
which are appropriate at each location,
giving details of how to get there.
As it says of Muko Ang Thong Marine
National Park, ‘Sea canoeing offers
perhaps the best way of appreciating the islands’ rugged coastlines,
endlessly intriguing with hidden little bays, beaches and caves.’

Damir Maricic & Dobra Spika
Zadar County Tourist Board
A4
35 pages, paperback
Surprisingly, for a coastal region,
most of the paddling coverage
relates to the Zr manja River,
particularly its gorge, and there
are a couple of related paddling
photographs. Mention is made of
the winds which blow every day
but there is not clarification of the
strength or effects of these winds for
those who want to be on the sea.
Certainly, there is little sign of any
wind in the many photographs of
the coast.

The Canary Way of Surf
Gobierno de Canarias
A4, paperback
D i s a p p o i n t i n g l y,
paddle surfing is
not included in this
booklet, just board
surfing, windsurfing
and kite surfing.
Sixteen breaks are
indentified on the
largest four of the
seven Canary Islands
but with only a couple

The Seychelles Islands
Seychelles Tourism Board, Espace
Building, PO Box 1262, Victoria,
Mahé, Seychelles.
210mm sq
74 pages, paperback
The Seychelles are 115 islands
dotted across over 1,000km of the
Indian Ocean, offer ing quality
rather than quantity. Although
there is one sit on top picture, the
latest edition of this book gives the
impression that most of the people
who visit are affluent tour ists
whose watersports do not usually extend beyond swimming off the
pristine beaches, where a wedding dress is more likely to be seen that a
lifejacket.

of sentences on each.
A couple of sentences per spread are included alongside the large
pictures which are cool surf scene shots, often a little too obviously
posed.

Island of Hvar
Katija Vucetic
Split & Dalmatia County
Tourist Board
320 x 230mm
30 pages, paperback
2016
The m ai n at tr a c tio n o f
this booklet is its large aerial
photographs of the coast in
dazzling colours. Text is very
limited, most of the rest being
smaller shots of activities on the
islands, just one showing a group
of sea kayaks.

lm

s

RDO Smaragdna Pot
DMO Dolina Soce
A4
35 pages, paperback
2015 edition
This booklet (Nov 14, p38)
remains largely unchanged for the
latest edition. In the text there are
mostly some amendments to the
lists of annual events. There are
also a number of new photographs,
especially of paddling, and wild
water river paddling continues to
get the lion’s share of outdoor sports
activity coverage.

Fi

Soca Valley

Too much sun
The last printing of James Wharram’s
Two Girls, Two Catamarans has had an
overdose of Italian sunshine and some
copies have suffered a degree of cover
bleaching. These copies of this cult book,
originally published in 1969, are now
available at £10, a third off the full price.
We reviewed it in Jul 2002. Back in Oct
1998 it had been the only out of print
book we had ever reviewed.

Exploring Cornwall’s Historic Coastline

John Boyle
www.boat-zone.com
This series of five films of the Cornish coast, mostly the southern
coast, averages just over 5 minutes each and is sponsored unobtrusively
by marine insurers MS Amlin. While it is based around the travels
of a powered cruiser, there are usually sit on tops or sea kayaks to be
encountered.
The first three films major on the fishing industry, tin mining and
smuggling with all venues named. The fourth looks into some estuaries,
the Lynher, Helford and Fowey Rivers and Carrick Roads. Finally, the
presenter introduces some of his favourite spots, Looe Island, Lantic Bay,
Porthloe, Dean Quarry and Coverack. Favourite places to eat and drink
are mentioned.
The filming is done mostly on sunny days with calm seas, making
plenty of use of aerial photography. Only Porthleven is shown with full
storm conditions.
For sea paddlers this is a most attractive low key set of short films of a
wonderful coastline, most enjoyable.

Polynesian video available

The Polynesian Odyssey video, made by ARTE France for television in
2009, addresses how the Polynesian islands were populated. It includes
footage of Eric de Bisschop in his double canoe, Faimiloa, in 1939 and is
available from the Wharram Designs website.

Reel show over here

The 12th Reel Paddling Film Festival is mainly for North American
viewers. However, a final showing will be hosted by Liverpool Canoe
Club at Liverpool Marina, Coburg Wharf, on Nov 8th. Ten films will
cover a spectrum of paddling activity with a sea kayak circumnavigation
of Ireland, open canoes, white water, SUP, instruction and more.

Milos Island
Professional
Association of Milos’
Rental Rooms
210 x 290mm
12 pages, paperback
The text in Greek
a n d E n g l i s h owe s
more to the arts than
practical guidance.
Assorted photographs
include a sea kayak
shot. Unfortunately
the pictures are not
captioned.
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Paddling with the sun
on your back
In the first half of 1988 we carried a
series of articles which were the best of their
kind, though we say it ourselves. By Barry
Hankey, they featured the activities of the
Wye Bother Canoe Club, the January issue
covering the Ardèche and tying in with our
annual holiday guide, the following month’s
issue moving south to the Calanques of Cassis
on the Mediterranean. The series strapline
was Paddling with the sun on your back, a line
picked up by Parasol Camping France in their
advertising for their Ardèche camping holidays.
The third article came two months later,
a two page spread on a six day expedition
following an underground river beneath the
Sahara in Algeria, near the border with Tunisia.
Pictures showed the desert, wall paintings and
paddling in cave gear. There was a detailed
map, an appropriate cartoon by Derrick and
a great deal of technical detail in the article,
including some experimental kit supplied by
Cardiff University Industry Centre. There was
to be a return to the river the following April
and paddlers were invited to register their
interest.

British Open
What a difference between two successive British Opens, the bosky
Washburn in summer followed by a spring Grandtully, overcast and
chilly. The water was low despite being at the end of the winter but
at least the new hydroelectric power station alongside the rapids at
Grandtully was not operating.
As well as being the British Open it was a selection event, a
contingent of Irish paddlers helping to support its further credentials as
an international. Spectators were boosted by a Glasgow camera club, out
to make the best of the gloomy weather.
The organizers were not helped when the finishing beam reflector
keeled over, a quick switch being needed to handheld timing with some
rounding of results, not a critical issue with results still being given to
half a second. Much more important were the rafts which came down
the course at intervals, powered by novice paddlers who often clung to
the gunwale lines rather than paddling in the rapids. With cruisers on
a flat river during a marathon there is usually a way past without too
much inconvenience but here they took up most of the channel as they
bounced off rocks and spun round, not what was wanted by paddlers
who had trained for month after month for team selection, only to be
baulked by large rubber buses.

The final article in the June issue revealed
that there had been just one taker, a very
enthusiastic Peter Knowles, the BCU
Expeditions Committee chair man. We
published his letter on its committee headed
notepaper, saying ‘I think you really have got a
good story here’, offering to help sell it to the
press and TV and suggesting grant aid options
for the forthcoming trip. Pete sent Barry an
expedition pack with details.
The article also admitted that it had all been
an elaborate April Fool’s hoax, even though
there was some truth in the Rhar Bou Maza
river’s 14km existence, complete with cave
paintings but also a 60m sump. The cave
paddling shot was taken in broad daylight on
the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal. There
had been some clues in the article, including
the map, based on the River Wye between
Glasbury and Chepstow when turned through
90˚.
In the circumstances it was brave of Pete to
publish his new Wye maps and noble of him to
allow Canoeist to put them together.

The sprint event was first, with the C1s, Irish junior Darragh Clarke
setting the pace, the best part of 3 seconds ahead of compatriot Michael
Brennan and Ryan Hunt. Rachel Houston was the sole women’s C1.
Lydia Oxtoby put down the marker for the women’s kayaks, with
Victoria Murray and Laura Milne each exactly half a second behind her,
promising a close second round.
Veteran Nicky Cresser set the pace for the men but with junior
Calum Gingell and under 23 Ricky Millar hard on his heels.
In C2s Houston/McAleenan were half a second faster than Brennan/
Clarke while Revell/Houston were the sole women’s C2.
Well warmed up, Andrew Houston came back in the C1 second
runs to put down a winning time a quarter second faster than Hunt’s
improved second run time, the Irish lads failing to improve on their first
runs.
Oxtoby could not improve on her first run, either, but Murray and
Milne both did, giving the Scots the first two places.
Cresser took over a second off his first run time but Gingell was over
two seconds faster to take the title for 2017.
Both the men’s C2s were significantly faster on second runs, clocking
identical times to share the title. The women’s C2 was a couple of
seconds faster, of academic interest as the only boat in its class.

More subversive activity. The map covers
were by Welshman Leon Reichel, although
this design was rejected.

Sprint winner Victoria Murray.

Laura Milne, placed over both distances.
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Calum Gingell was the men’s sprint winner.
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Wild Water Racing

Strathallen take half of titles

Women’s classic winner Louise Revell.
Rachel Houston, the sole women’s C1.

Nicky Cresser won the men’s classic.
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Ryan Hunt in C1.

Michael Brennan, men’s C1 classic winner.

Brennan/Clarke won the classic C2 race.

Houston/McAleenen were sprint C2 winners.
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The classic event saw the Irish C1s seeing off the home paddlers,
Brennan taking the win by half a minute.
The women’s K1s were to see Breadalbane paddlers in the first two
places, Louise Revell 11 seconds up on Murray with Milne another 5
seconds back.
There were gaps at intervals to try to avoid the rafts, which worked
reasonably well on the short sprint course but not on the full length
classic course. Seconds from the finish line Nick Boreham was run up
onto the rocks by a raft and his cries of anguish were well justified. He
was the only person to apply for a rerun. It was given and taken quickly
after the last scheduled competitor for an eventual 11th place.
The C2 event gave a two minute win to the Irish pair, the widest
margin in any class.
To round off there was a team event over the sprint distance, just
three teams taking part in what was an informal event to complete a
cool weekend on the Tay before snowy weather moved in from the
north.
Of the dozen titles on offer, six were taken by Strathallen paddlers
and two more by Breadalbane, leaving two each for English and Irish
competitors.

Andrew Houston was the men’s C1 sprint winner.
Butterfingers.
A rare team event.

Nick Boreham about to be run up onto the rocks by novice rafters.

Irish junior Darragh Clarke.
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Trying to get past the other side of the rafts.

Sp: K1W: 1 V Murray, Breadalbane, 53.54. 2 L Milne, Stirling, 53.67.
3 L Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 54.12. 4 L Revell, Breadalbane, 54.40. 5 J Ball, Wilts Y, 55.62.
6 L Brown, Wilts Y, 55.94. 7 R Slade, Wilts Y, 56.96. 8 L Leaver, Central Cats, 57.49.
9 M Dilai, Runcorn, 59.77. 11 K Chmiel, Nottingham, 1:05.56.
K1M: 1 C Gingell, Bradford-on-Avon, 44.5. 2 N Cresser, Nottingham/Wear Whoppers, 45.0.
3 S Fotheringham, Strathallen, 46.0. M Rees-Clark, Basingstoke, 46.0.
5 R Millar, Nottingham, 46.5. 6 C Turner, Wear Whoppers, 47.0. P Dean, Wear Whoppers, 47.0.
8 R Jefferies, Pennine, 47.5. J Tykal, Bangor Univ, 47.5. 10 G Underwood, Sharks, 49.0.
A Sheppy, Devizes, 49.0. 12 F Brown, Wilts Y, 49.5. 13 M Denvir, Forth, 50.0.
14 J Civico, Pennine, 50.5. 15 N Boreham, 51.0. I Hosie, Aberdeen, 51.0.
18 W Simpson, Breakout, 55.5. 19 S Leaver, Central Cats, 58.00. 20 J Birtwhistle, Pennine, 1:01.5.
C1W: 1 R Houston, Strathallen, 1:04.34.
C1M: 1 A Houston, Strathallen, 52.99. 2 R Hunt, LUKS, 53.23. 3 D Clarke, Ireland, 53.26.
5 W Fotheringham, Strathallen, 56.53. 6 R Chappell, Seren Dwr, 1:02.65.
C2W: 1 Revell/Houston, Strathallen, 1:00.0.
C2M: 1 Houston/McAleenan, Strathallen, 53.5. Brennan/Clarke, Ireland, 53.5.
Cl: K1W: 1 L Revell, Breadalbane, 18:23.5. 2 V Murray, Breadalbane, 18:34.5.
3 L Milne, Stirling, 18:39.5. 4 L Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 18:43.5.
5 L Leaver, Central Cats, 19:01.5. 6 L Brown, Wilts Y, 19:16.0. 7 R Slade, Wilts Y, 19:37.0.
8 J Ball, Wilts Y, 19:37.5. 10 K Chmiel, Nottingham, 20:47.0. 11 M Dilai, Runcorn, 21:07.7.
K1M: 1 N Cresser, Nottingham/Wear Whoppers, 15:17.5.2 C Gingell, Bradford-on-Avon,
15:56.0. 3 R Jefferies, Pennine, 16:13.0. 4 P Dean, Wear Whoppers, 16:18.5. 5 M Rees-Clark,
Basingstoke, 16:51.0. 6 R Millar, Nottingham, 16:56.5. 7 C Turner, Wear Whoppers, 17:05.5.
8 F Gormal, Pinkston Panthers, 17:31.0. 9 A Sheppy, Devizes, 17:32.5. 10 S Fotheringham,
Strathallen, 17:33.0. 11 N Boreham, 17:33.5. 12 J Tykal, Bangor Univ, 17:42.5. 13 G Underwood,
Sharks, 49.0. A Sheppy, Devizes, 49.0. 12 F Brown, Wilts Y, 49.5. 13 J Civico, Pennine, 18:02.5.
14 M Denvir, Forth, 18:06.5. 15 I Hosie, Aberdeen, 18:15.5. 16 G Underwood, Sharks, 18:45.0.
18 S Leaver, Central Cats, 19:01.5. 18 F Brown, Wilts Y, 19:35.5. 19 J Birtwhistle, Pennine, 19:45.5.
C1W: 1 R Houston, Strathallen, 21:02.5.
C1M: 1 M Brennan, Ireland, 18:43.5. 2 D Clarke, Ireland, 19:14.0. 3 R Hunt, LUKS, 19:32.0.
4 A Houston, Strathallen, 20:08.0. 5 W Fotheringham, Strathallen, 20:25.5.
6 R Chappell, Seren Dwr, 23:08.0.
C2W: 1 Revell/Houston, Strathallen, 20:55.0.
C2M: 1 Brennan/Clarke, Ireland, 18:51.5. 2 Houston/McAleenen, Strathallen, 20:56.5.
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Marathon

King/Butler motor home
Devizes-Westminster Race
A record entry across the board this year shows the DW to be fit and
well as it approaches its 70th birthday. In particular, support from public
schools continues to be invaluable with new names appearing, including
Eton this time. The race now involves some 4,000 people, either on the
water or organizing.
A very late Easter and plenty of warm weather in April meant more
daylight and the course looked its best with trees and flowers cloaking

the banks. The rowing Boat Race had also taken place so there was
no interference on the Tideway. However, those same factors meant
the river was low and slow and more powered craft would be about
so records would not fall. The race began cloudy and cool but with a
following wind, comfortable for racing.
The boat tracking devices used by some senior doubles last year were
now carried by all boats, a useful safety concept and helping support
crews and spectators to keep track of who was where, hampered only by

Tom Barnard, 2nd in C1.

Liz Murnaghan, 3rd in C1.

Cox/Jacobs, 2nd in the Under 17 Schools class..

Banson, Harris/Shattock and the Merrifields.

Gardner/Huntingford, 2nd placed junior ladies, leaving Pewsey after a pit stop.
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Battison follows Humphries/Neale into the Oak Hill lock flight.

Lena Katrin Kraus at Oak Hill, eventually placed 2nd lady.

Jamie Christie arrives at the Newbury stage finish.

the poor signal quality at the Wiltshire end of the course. Boats also had
to carry lights front and rear with full 180˚ visibility, glowsticks alone
not being enough. Buoyancy aids needed to appear to be under five
years old.
The junior K2s were first away with Hatton/Shearer into Newbury
in 4:42, 7 minutes faster than Hayward/Callow, three of those four
paddlers from Norwich. There was then a 20 minute gap to Leonard/
Tibury Clarke.
Ede/Murad were the fastest of the junior mixed crews, whose 5:50
was 34 minutes up on Burnand/Unsworth-White but just a minute
faster than Bray/Young, who had 40 minutes of clear water in the
junior ladies to Gardner/Huntingford, the next crew.
The junior/veteran class was to provide a closer race than most,
Humphries/Neale getting just 4 minutes ahead of the Merrifields.
Fastest time of the day came from Plummer in K1, 4:27. His time was
a quarter of an hour up on Zielski, who, unusually, matched the time
of the leading junior K2. ESV Lok RAW Cottbus EV paddlers Berger
and Kraft contrived 5th= while fellow club paddler Fahrentz was 7th=
with Trocha of Potsdam. Veteran McAra clocked 5:15, 4 minutes up on
Christie, although Hallam, who has raced DW many times, could only
manage 5:27.
Battison was the fastest lady in 5:41, 16 minutes up on Kraus. Tosch,
another Cottbus paddler, produced a very respectable C1 time of
5:26, an hour and a half up on Barnard, the next C1, while ladies’ C1
Murnaghan was just a further 11 minutes back.
The second day to Longridge saw Hatton/Shearer increase their lead
over Hayward/Callow by just a minute although the gap to third place
opened to 43 minutes. Ede/Murad opened their mixed double lead to
an hour and 23 minutes and Bray/Young opened their ladies’ lead to an
hour and 7 minutes. Humphries/Neale teased the junior/veteran lead
out to 12 minutes.
Plummer increased the K1 lead to 21 minutes over Zielski, whose

9:38 time was an hour and 3 minutes over veteran McAra, Christie
being a further 6 minutes back. Unusually, Hallam pulled out after the
second day. Battison’s 11:40 put her 38 minutes ahead of Kraus.
Tosch’s 10:58 put him 3 hours 17 minutes ahead of Barnard in C1, 23
minutes up on Murnaghan in ladies C1.
The third day, on the Thames to Ham, saw Hatton/Shearer again take
just a minute off Hayward/Callow but then there was a 53 minute gap
to third position. Ede/Murad’s mixed lead increased to nearly 2 hours,
33 minutes up on ladies Bray/Young, themselves sitting on a class lead
of an hour and 37 minutes. The junior/veteran lead had crept up to 19
minutes.
Plummer took only a couple more minutes off Zielski, who was
caught up a couple of minutes by Kraft to reduce their gap to 10
minutes. Troch’s C1 lead was now up to almost four and a half hours.
The final day on the Tideway gives little scope for change as long as
mistakes are avoided. Hatton/Shearer took the junior K2 win in 16:20,
Hayward/Callow remaining 9 minutes behind them.
Ede/Murad took the mixed title by two and a half hours and Bray/
Young the ladies’ win by almost two hours. The junior/veteran went to
Humphries/Neale by 21 minutes.
Plummer’s 15:54 was the fastest time of the race, Zielski holding the
23 minute gap. Thus, Plummer set a new university record by 9 minutes,
the only record to fall this year. Christie pulled up a minute on McAra.
Kraus did the same to Battison.
Troch’s total time of 19:15 was impressive, the better part of five
hours up on next placed Barnard.
In the nonstop racing, this year’s celebrity crew were the Backshalls.
Although Steve has completed the race several time, the public came
out to see him as a TV presenter with his wife, Olympic rower Helen
Glover. They had given the race plenty of advanced publicity and were
accompanied by four TV cameras, a drone and a deck mounted camera.
Supported by Longridge, they put in a performance which saw them
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Witteveen/Hamel head out of Devizes on their way to winning the Overseas Trophy.

King/Butler set out on the race which was to give them the overall win.
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Veteran winners Thrower/King leave Devizes.

Pearce/Palmer lead Beazley/Hortal off the start.

Hornsby/McDowell approach Pewsey.

Running repairs for Johnson/Livingstone at Wilcot.

Francis/Weston approach Pewsey.
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Boucher/Paauw with Devizes club support crew.
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Van Den Elsen/Van Ginkel, the 2nd mixed crew.

The Backshalls at Wilcot.

C2 winners Stafford/Smith at Kintbury.

Corr/Kruszelnicki at Kintbury, the 2nd placed C2.

Services winners Diaper/Main at Kintbury.
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hit the top of the tide at Teddington to turn in 22:49 for 29th place
overall, the fastest mixed crew. The Dutch crew of Van Den Elsen/
Van Ginkel were just 5 minutes slower. Taylor/Barrell of Elmbridge
took a reasonably early start which set them up to hit the Tideway
for maximum benefit, having dropped their speed a bit between
Reading and Henley and again after Shepperton. Richmond ladies
Prendeville/Auld started over an hour later but began to drop away after
Aldermaston, eventually retiring at Shepperton, leaving the Elmbridge
pair with a win in 23:29.
Corr/Kruszelnicki left at 11:30 at the start of a steady C2 run which

put them right for the Tideway. Stafford/Smith did not start until
nearly 12:50, hit the Tideway as late as they would have wanted to and
overtook the others on this final stretch for a winning time of 21:36,
Corr/Kruszelnicki an hour and 13 minutes slower but beating Dixon/
Stenning by 6 minutes.
One of the last crews to leave were King/Butler of Falcon at 3.15. If
anything, their pace began to pick up after Aldermaston, when, clearly,
they were outpacing the other late leavers. By the time they arrived at
Teddington the tide had only just turned and they powered down for a
finish time of 17:28.

Last away at 15.29 and starting side by side were Pearce/Palmer of
Fowey River and Beazley/Hortal of Bishop’s Stortford. They were still
together at Pewsey but the Bishop’s Stortford crew had begun to pull
ahead by Hungerford and were to continue to do so, matching the
Falcon crew’s pace after Henley. This gave the overall win to King/
Butler with Beazley/Hortal 19 minutes behind them and Pearce/Palmer
a further half hour back.
The singles team title was taken by the Cottbus paddlers, unusual for
an overseas team to top a team event. Hereford took the overall doubles
team title.
1L - Black Swan Salver: 1 R Battison, Reading, 19:33:15. 2 L Kraus, Fowey R, 20:15:37.
3 C Banson, Norwich, 21:08:15. 4 O Abbott, Bishop’s Stortford, 21:09.
5 C Walker, Pangbourne, 21:22:19. 6 B Goodlad, LeightonBuzzard, 22:45:29. 8 A Vater, 23:08:35.
9 L Murnaghan, Basington Canal, 1:00:44:19. 10 M Biles, Cokethorpe Sch, 1:02:36:43.
11 J John Chuan, Hampton, 1:02:56:21. 12 V Metcalfe, Pangbourne, 1:03:02:54.
1LV - Fastest Veteran Lady: 1 C Banson, Norwich, 21:08:15. 2 O Abbott, Bishop’s Stortford,
21:09:29. 3 M Parry, Real Nautico Port Pollensa, 22:46:27. 4 A Vater, 23:08:35.
5 L Murnaghan, Basingtoke Canal, 1:00:44:19. 6 J John Chuan, Hampton, 1:02:56:21.
7 V Metcalfe, Pangbourne, 1:03:02:54.
1 - Marsport Shield: 1 S Plummer, Leighton Buzzard, 15:54:07. 2 R Zielski, Reading, 16:17:02.
3 B Kraft, ESV Lok RAW Cottbus EV, 16:29:08. 4 M Parkes, Bishop’s Stortford, 16:36:28. 7 P
Thorogood, Elmbridge, 16:52:14. 9 A Jordan,. Maidstone, 17:15:59. 10 C Howe, Royal, 17:45:12.
11 N McAra, Gailey, 17:57:37. 12 J Christie, Soar, 18:04:58. 13 S Mcqueen Jones, Taunton,
18:25:03. 15 I Smith, Worcester, 18:32:31. 16 J Spencer, Chelmsford, 18:39:10. 17 M Pearce,
Longridge, 19:02:02. 19 D Reynolds, Cambridge, 19:15:49. 20 R Battison, Reading, 19:33:15.
1U - Fastest University Single: 1 S Plummer, Leighton Buzzard, 15:54:07.
2 M Parkes, Bichop’s Stortford, 16:36:28.
1MV - Maureen Duck Memorial Cup: 1 N McAra, Gailey, 17:57:37. 2 J Christie, Soar,
18:04:58. 3 I Smith, Worcester, 18:32:31. 4 M Pearce, Longridge, 19:02:02. 5 D Reynolds,
Cambridge, 19:15:49. 6 J Johnston, 20:00:37. 7 S Derham, 20:05:34. 8 D Garrett, 20:20:54.
10 J Langham, Wey, 20:44:53. 11 P Thompson, Wey, 20:52:16. 12 S Cook, Bath, 21:12:09.
13 P Loy, Hampton, 21:20:39. 14 P Channon, Hampton, 21:23:14. 16 J Craze, Devizes, 21:35:50.
17 G Bullock, Barking & Dagenham, 22:15:00. 18 R McCall, Hinckley, 22:23:45.
19 R Macken, Cokethorpe Sch, 22:42:49. 20 H Kickey, Bath, 22:45:03.
1O50: 1 I Smith, Worcester, 18:32:31. 2 J Johnson, 20:00:37. 3 A Hadberg, Roskilde Fjords,
20:24:48. 4 P Thompson, Wey, 20:52:16. 5 C Banson, Norwich, 21:08:15. 6 S Cook, Bath,
21:12:09. 7 P Loy, Hampton, 21:20:39. 8 P Channon, Hampton, 21:23:14. 10 G Bullock, Barking &
Dagenham, 22:15:00. 11 P Hickey, Bathm 22:45:03. 13 O Berchtold, Richmond, 22:55:48.
14 A Maxted, Marlow, 23:37:40. 15 T Barnard, Poole Harbour, 23:52:59. 16 L Murnaghan,
Basingtoke Canal, 1:00:44:19. 17 C Whipp, Bath, 24:51:11. 18 J Ferry, Steel R, 1:01:22:04.
19 I Simon, Steel R, 1:01:22:29. 20 A Smith, Steel R, 1:01:24:56.
C1 - Mobile Adventure Canoe Trophy: 1 S Tosch, ESV Lok RAW Cottbus EV, 19:15:00.
2 T Barnard, Poole Harbour, 23:52:59. 3 L Murnaghan, Basingtoke Canal, 24:44:19.
4 J Rogers, Old Bedfordians, 1:01:36:29. 5 V Metcalfe, Pangbourne, 1:03:02:54.
6 A Westerby, Poole Harbour, 1:05:22:57.
2U17Sch - BSCA Junior Trophy: 1 Dray/Macken, Cokethorpe, 17:55:56.
2 Cox/Jacobs, Dauntsey’s, 19:19:11. 3 Lewin/O’Shaughnessy, Bryanston, 19:37:26.
2LJ - Junior Ladies Trophy: 1 Bray/Young, Fowey R/Wey, 19:36:04. 2 Gardner/Huntingford,
Blundell’s Sch, 21:22:52. 3 Whistlecroft/Housden, Churcher’s Coll, 21:40:17.
2MixJ: 1 Ede/Murad, Norwich, 18:54:28. 2 Burnand/Unsworth-White, Blundell’s Sch, 21:22:04.
3 Bennett/Francis, Mt Kelly Coll, 21:38:25.
2J - Wiltshire Gazette Shield: 1 Hatton/Shearer, Chester/Norwich, 16:20:26.
2 Callow/Hayward, Norwich, 16:29:04. 3 Leonard/Tibury Clark, Pangbourne, 17:26:31. 4 Collinge/
Steer, Fowey R, 17:42:24. 5 Dray/Macken, Cokethorpe Sch, 17:55:56. 6 Norton/Fortescue, Cranleigh
Sch, 18:36:21. 7 Bennett/Turner, Cokethorpe Sch, 18:37:31. 8 Foley/Smith, Elmbridge, 18:38:11.
9 House/Strickland, Wey, 18:44:50. 10 Brocklebank/Day, Kimbolton Sch, 18:51:42.
11 Ede/Murad, Norwich, 18:54:28. 12 Else/Hawkings, Bryanston Sch, 19:00:08. 13 Smith/Snell,
Devizes, 19:12:56. 14 Harrington/Denton, Kimbolton Sch, 19:16:11. 15 Cox/Jacobs, Dauntsey’s Sch,
19:19:11. 16 White/Morris, Blundell’s Sch/Down’s Sch, 19:24:10. 17 Bray/Young, Fowey R/Wey,
19:36:04. 18 Lewin/O’Shaughnessy, Bryanston Sch, 19:37:26. 19 Griffiths/Kerby, Bryanston Sch,
19:42:18. 20 Braybrooke/Vallance, Royal Hospital Sch, 19:53:47.
2CivJ - Berksonian Trophy: 1 Hatton/Shearer, Chester/Norwich, 16:20:26. 2 Callow/Hayward,
Norwich, 16:29:04. 3 Leonard/Tibury Clark, Pangbourne, 17:26:31. 4 Collinge/Steer, Fowey R,
17:42:24. 5 Dray/Macken, Cokethorpe Sch, 17:55:56. 6 Norton/Fortescue, Cranleigh Sch, 18:36:21.
7 Bennett/Turner, Cokethorpe Sch, 18:37:31. 8 Foley/Smith, Elmbridge, 18:38:11. 9 House/
Strickland, Wey, 18:44:50. 10 Brocklebank/Day, Kimbolton Sch, 18:51:42. 11 Ede/Murad, Norwich,
18:54:28. 12 Else/Hawkings, Bryanston Sch, 19:00:08. 13 Smith/Snell, Devizes, 19:12:56.
14 Harrington/Denton, Kimbolton Sch, 19:16:11. 15 Cox/Jacobs, Dauntsey’s Sch, 19:19:11.
16 White/Morris, Blundell’s Sch/Down’s Sch, 19:24:10. 17 Bray/Young, Fowey R/Wey, 19:36:04.
18 Lewin/O’Shaughnessy, Bryanston Sch, 19:37:26. 19 Griffiths/Kerby, Bryanston Sch, 19:42:18.
20 Braybrooke/Vallance, Royal Hospital Sch, 19:53:47.
2VJ - Fred Bartlett Trophy: 1 Humphries/Neale, Tonbridge, 18:13:33. 2 Merrifield/Merrifield,
Taunton, 18:35:29. 3 Harris/Shattock, Taunton, 19:11:32. 4 Sze/Caton, Bishop’s Stortford,
20:16:36. 5 Farrington/Farrington, 21:30:12. 7 Walton-Knight/Walton/Knight, Devizes, 21:39:23.
8 Fielden/Fielden, Taunton, 22:10:29. 9 Gillespie/Fitzgerald, Pangbourne, 22:43:12.
10 Wilks/Wilks, Devizes, 22:55:02. 11 Kennedy/Walker, 1:00:08:42.
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2VJScts: 1 Merrifield/Merrifield, Taunton, 18:35:29.
2L - Woodpecker Cider Ladies Rose Bowl: 1 Taylor/Barrell, Elmbridge, 23:29:24. 2 Price/
Rippington, Royal Leamington Spa, 1:00:11:02. 3 Richter/Spanton, RAF/Reading, 1:00:40:15.
2LV - Bulmers Cider Trophy: 1 Hills/Suenson-Taylor, Banbury, 1:14:13:29.
2Mix - CPO WR Templeton RN Memorial Trophy: 1 Backshall/Backshall, Longridge,
22:48:46. 2 Van Den Elsen/Van Ginkel, Rotterdamsche, 22:53:54. 3 Hornsby/McDowell, Duddon,
23:58:48. 4 Passmore/Passmore, Tonbridge, 1:01:41:46. 5 Banfield/Quittenton, RAF/Lincoln,
1:01:55:05. 6 Morris/Handsley, Leighton Buzzard, 1:02:18:24. 7 Hockin/Brock, Exeter, 1:02:19:25.
8 Harbord/Housby Skeggs, Army, 1:02:32:46. 9 Hutley/Quemby, Purley, 1:02:59:46.
10 Lemin/Stacey, Pangbourne, 1:05:07:16.
2 - Devizes-Westminster Challenge Cup: 1 King/Butler, Falcon, 17:27:37. 2 Beazley/
Hortal, Bishop’s Stortford/Cambridge, 17:46:50. 3 Pearce/Palmer, Fowey R, 18:17:08. 4 Thrower/
King, Hereford, 18:44:52. 5 Southey/Gilbert, Fowey R, 18:54:38. 7 Pearse/Pearse, Southampton,
19:38:40. 8 Diaper/Main, Army, 19:43:26. 9 Lay/Ives, Royal Engineers, 20:12:59. 10 Trew/
Dumolo, Bristol, 20:17:53. 11 Howlin/Seddon, Grenadier Guards, 20:20:16. 13 Freeland/Leissing,
Falcon, 20:27:05. 14 Jackson/Victor-Trott, Hereford, 20:33:00. 15 Houghting/Branchflower, Wey,
20:37:43. 16 Playla/Balla, Barking & Dagenham, 20:56:03. 17 Worth/Blackwell, Exeter, 21:07:47.
18 Catto/Lawson, Royal Artillery/Royal Signals, 21:16:41. 19 McKenna/Wakley, Exeter, 21:29:15.
20 Barry/Blackburn, Chelmsford, 21:36:18.
2Civ - Devizes-Westminster Civilian Trophy: 1 King/Butler, Falcon, 17:27:37. 2 Beazley/
Hortal, Bishop’s Stortford/Cambridge, 17:46:50. 3 Pearce/Palmer, Fowey R, 18:17:08. 4 Thrower/
King, Hereford, 18:44:52. 5 Southey/Gilbert, Fowey R, 18:54:38. 7 Pearse/Pearse, Southampton,
19:38:40. 8 Trew/Dumolo, Bristol, 20:17:53. 10 Freeland/Leissing, Falcon, 20:27:05. 11 Jackson/
Victor-Trott, Hereford, 20:33:00. 12 Houghting/Branchflower, Wey, 20:37:43. 13 Playla/Balla,
Barking & Dagenham, 20:56:03. 14 Worth/Blackwell, Exeter, 21:07:47. 15 McKenna/Wakley,
Exeter, 21:29:15. 16 Barry/Blackburn, Chelmsford, 21:36:18. 17 Stafford/Smith, 21:36:26.
18 Collier/Duncan, Exeter, 21:49:46. 19 Lowe/Bloxsom, Nottingham/78th Leicester Scts, 22:03:55.
20 Wilkes/Capon, Chelmsford, 22:38:44.
2Ser - Devizes-Westminster Services Trophy: 1 Diaper/Main, Army, 19:43:26.
2 Lay/Ives, Royal Engineers, 20:12:59. 3 Howlin/Seddon, Grenadier Guards, 20:20:16.
2Res - Devizes-Westminster Reserve Trophy: 1 Johnson/Livingstone, MoD LH, 23:57:23.
2 Hayes/Shaw, Artists Rifles, 1:00:05:39. 3 Fuller/Dixon, EMUOTC, 1:01:24:17.
2RN - Roger Crane Memorial Trophy: 1 Longley/Taylor, Royal Marines, 22:41:16.
2 Mayes/Schubert, Royal Marines, 23:53:07. 3 O’Neill/Rynn, Royal Marines, 23:53:56.
2A - Devizes-Westminster Army Trophy: 1 Diaper/Main, Army, 19:43:26.
2 Lay/Ives, Royal Engineers, 20:12:59. 3 Howlin/Seddon, Grenadier Guards, 20:20:16.
2Pol - Haslam Trophy: 1 Lord/Mapes, Metropolitan, 1:00:33:55.
2OS - Overseas Trophy: 1 Witteveen/Hamel, Rotterdamsche/Alskv Levitas, 19:24:25.
2 Boucher/Paauw, 20:24:57. 3 Van Den Elsen/Van Ginkel, Rotterdamsche, 22:53:54.
2Scts - Devizes-Westminster Scout Trophy: 1 Backshall/Backshall, Longridge, 22:48:46.
2 Hancox/Hancox, Loddon, 1:00:03:26. 3 Jackson/Whitehead, 3rd Newbury, 1:01:59:51.
2V - Lee Trophy: 1 Thrower/King, Hereford, 18:44:52. 2 Howlin/Seddon, Grenadier Guards,
20:20:16. 3 Houghting/Branchflower, Wey, 20:37:43. 4 Playla/Balla, Barking & Dagenham,
20:56:03. 5 Worth/Blackwell, Exeter, 21:07:47. 6 Catto/Lawson, Royal Artillery/Royal Signals,
21:16:41. 7 McKenna/Wakley, Exeter, 21:29:15. 8 Brooks/Healy, Grenadier Guards/Chippenham,
22:24:00. 9 Wilkes/Capon, Chelmsford, 22:38:44. 10 Corr/Kruszelnicki, Paddlesport, 22:49:47.
11 Dixon/Stenning, Leighton Buzzard, 22:55:58. 12 Lane/Jaggs, Poole Harbour, 23:23:13. 13
Clarke/Carpenter, Hereford, 23:23:28. 14 Smee/Snell, 23:29:45. 15 Mellelieu/Sampson, Longridge,
23:34:25. 16 Johnstone/Livingstone, MoD LH, 23:57:23. 17 Hornsby/McDowell, Duddon, 23:58:48.
18 Hayes/Shaw, Artists Rifles, 1:00:05:39. 19 Board/Shingler, Royal Marines, 1:00:06:05.
20 Harte/Urquhart, Banbury, 1:00:14:43.
2.100: 1 Worth/Blackwell, Exeter, 21:07:47. 2 Corr/Kruszelnicki, Paddlesport, 22:49:47.
3 Lane/Jaggs, Poole Harbour, 23:23:13.
2F - Folding Boat Trophy: 1 Spinks/Williams, MoD LH, 1:03:39:36.
2 Batchelor/Lutas, Royal Marines, 1:05:25:50. 3 James/Lynch, MoD LH, 1:05:48:41.
C2L - Senior Ladies C2 Trophy: 1 Price/Rippington, Royal Leamington Spa, 1:00:11:02.
2 Malka/Vater-Lambert, 1:09:21:58.
C2J - Junior Canoe Trophy: 1 Hoskyns-Abrahall/Joice, Royal Hospital Sch, 22:05:59.
2 Johnson/Mellors, Royal Hospital Sch, 22:54:39. 3 Bartley/Steele, Lord Wandsworth Coll, 23:38:44.
C2 - Devizes-Westminster Canadian Trophy: 1 Stafford/Smith, 21:36:26.
2 Corr/Kruszelnicki, Paddlesport, 22:49:47. 3 Dixon/Stenning, Leighton Buzzard, 22:55:58.
1T: 1 ESV Lok RAW Cottbus EV, 2:03:51:38. 2 Wey, 2:13:21:10. 3 Bath, 2:20:48:23.
4 Steel R, 3:04:09:29.
1/2T: 1 Fowey R, 2:008:15:09. 2 Devizes, 2:16:04:14.
2LJT - Junior Ladies Team Trophy: 1 Churcher’s Coll, 1:20:10:07.
2 Lord Wandsworth Coll, 1:22:50:50.
2JSchT - Schools Team Trophy: 1 Bryanston, 1:10:19:52. 2 Kimbolton, 1:10:54:21.
3 Churcher’s Coll, 2:13:21:56.
2JT - Junior Team Trophy: 1 Cokethorpe Sch, 2:08:58:55. 2 Bryanston Sch, 2:10:19:52.
3 Kimbolton Sch, 2:10:54:21.
2JCCFT - HMS Alacrity McKaig Cup: 1 Kimbolton Sch, 2:11:33:37.
2 Royal Hospital Sch, 2:14:16:02.3 Royal Hospital Sch, 2:21:16:04.
2T - Devizes-Westminster Team Trophy: 1 Hereford, 2:14:41:20.
2 Royal Engineers, 2:16:25:40. 3 Exeter, 2:16:26:48.
2CivT - Gillingham Trophy: 1 Hereford, 2:14:41:20. 2 Exeter, 2:16:26:48.
2SerT - Royal Engineers Trophy: 1 Royal Engineers, 2:16:25:40. 2 Army, 2:18:24:24.
3 Royal Marines, 2:23:24:35.
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Quadrathlon Terceira
This year’s quadrathlon World Cup series started in March on
the island of Terceira. This season’s opening event took place in the
charming Azores. This competition, in the middle of the Atlantic
on a little known island, offered the athletes a magical insight into
the colourful world of the Azores. One of the starters described his
impression as ‘You do not know where you are; it is like a mixture of
the Caribbean and Ireland’.
After its premiere last year, the competition this year moved from
Praia da Vitoria to Angra do Heroismo with its historic old town, which
is a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site. There was also a change
from a road bike course to MTB. Both changes were worth it!
The weather gods were on our side, blue sky, sun, little wind and few
waves, ideal conditions. The swim was 750m in two laps with a short
beach run in between so that the spectators could see how the race was
developing. Immediately afterwards we set off for three circuits of the
kayak course (a total of 4km).
The flat Atlantic water was suitable for everyone to cope with. This
was particularly welcome as numerous different boat types had been
provided by the local kayak club. From the beach to the bike transition
we had some steps to climb before the MTB section. (Bikes could be
hired locally.) Then followed 15 beautiful but also very hard kilometres
over two laps. From the beach we went up to a fortress which is over

Amathus gain edge over Wraysbury
National Cup Finals
A reduced entry, high course hire charges and parking out of sight
of the event and out of hearing of the commentary led to a difficult
national cup finals regatta at Holme Pierrepont. However, there was

some close racing, including disabled paddlers taking part on equal
terms. Race the Dragon charity crews also had their races.
Saturday was sunny at times but with a strong crosswind to challenge
helms in the 200m events.

Cliff Odgers, Jacquline Davies, Jean Ashley, John
Kavanagh and Mary White with John Redmond.
300 years old. This is still used today by the Portuguese military and
much of the route on the slopes of Mt Brasil is normally closed to the
public. Only for the competition was the historic gate opened, which
the participants had to go through after passing over a bridge across a
moat, spectacular but also relentlessly exhausting as there were some
steep ramps to cope with. The route was technically easy without big
obstacles.
The finale was a 5km run on the promenade over 5 laps. This was
absolutely flat, which was welcome after the bike course and allowed
the many spectators to encourage the athletes to keep running hard
right to the finish.
At the front of the race there were clear victories for the World Cup
winners of the last two years, Enrique Peces (ESP) and Lisa Teichert
(GER), each making their ambitions for this year clear. In the women’s
race, Lisa Teichert led from start to finish, giving her victory by a clear
distance. Second place was taken by Ruth Diaz from Spain, who came
in front of the ever young me (GBR).
Among the men, Peces kept in touch with the top two in the swim,
Laurent Martinou (FRA) and Stefan Teichert (GER). It was not long
before he took the lead in the kayak and held onto this on the bike. In
the run, the Spaniard stayed well clear. Martinou, who lost a lot of time
in the kayak, did well on the MTB and was also quick on the road and
managed to overtake Teichert.
Age groups were also strongly represented; among others, the 66 year
old Mary White from England put in an impressive performance.
After the medal presentations, the efforts of the participants were
rewarded with a sumptuous finisher’s buffet. From hearty savouries to
deserts there were lots of local treats to try.
The conclusion of many participants was that the competition alone,
with its great scenery around Mt Brasil and the historic old town, is
worth the trip. Many also used opportunity to take time to train the
week before and/or after the race, where the two Teicherts organized a
training camp and showed the athletes Terceira at his best.
The organizer, Pedro Barthlemou, was very satisfied with the event;
he would have liked to start himself. If he had, then he would certainly
have been in contention for victory. He hopes that he will be able to
travel to the World Cup at least once later in the year.

One of the charity races at the National Cup Finals.

Jean Ashley

W: 1 L Teichert, Deutschland, 1:40:48. 2 R Varona, España, 2:02:47. 3 J Ashley, GB, 2:07:07.
WV50: 1 J Ashley, GB, 2:07:07.
WV60: 1 M White, GB, 2:10:14.
M: 1 E Peces, España, 1:27:08. 2 L Martinou, France, 1:31:45. 3 S Teichert, Deutschland, 1:32:47.
MV50: 2 C Odgers, GB, 2:02:11.
MV60: 1 J Kavanagh, GB, 2:02:06. 2 J Redmond, GB, 2:08:23.

Amathus win the senior 200m final.

Chester ladies’ event

Chester Tri are to run a ladies’ only quadrathlon. This will be on Jul
16th alongside the established Deva Divas Sprint Triathlon.

New Yorkshire events

Jean Ashley and Márcio Borges photos

The Dearne Valley Quadrathlon is a new event to take place at
Manvers Lake on Jun 11th. With it will be QuadKidz, the first junior
quadrathlon. There are three age groups, the 9-12 category doing a
100m swim, 2km bike ride, 400m paddle and 2km run, 13-15s and
16-18s competing over successively longer distances. Entry is £6 for all
age groups.

SUP quad

The Amphitia Pool2Shore quadrathlon will replace kayaks with
paddleboards. It takes place at Kingston Thames Sailing Club on Jun
11th and includes a Hawaiian beach party, SUP fun races and kids’
coconut races. Entries can be solos, pairs or relay teams. The event is
being supported by the Hawaiian Tourism Board.
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Wraysbury take the senior 200m grand final.
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Dragon Boat Racing

Multisport

Like a Caribbean Ireland

The ladies were first to test the water, their boats crewed by only a
dozen paddlers. This produced a win for Thames Amazons over Power
Saints, a crew based on Stockton and St Neots, and the local Notts
Anaconda.
The open event, in full boats, saw a clear win for the Liverpool club
of Amathus but the other four boats in the cup final, Typhoon, Notts
Anaconda, Secklow Hundred and Henley had a spread of only 1.46
seconds, a very tight finish.
Two boats missed the start of the first combined senior and junior
heat, owing to the difficult conditions imposed on the event which ran
up to a quarter of an hour late at times, time which could not be made
up easily when crews were sharing boats.
Wraysbury were to take the senior final from another crew on their
river, Thames Taniwhas, in a race where the first five crews were closely

bunched. Not so the juniors, where Henley were over 11 seconds
clear of the field although their three challengers, WS Royals, St Neots
Spartans and Applegate Academy were of similar standard and the real
race was for 2nd place, going to WS Royals.
Amathus’ win over Wraysbury was by no more than 0.21 second in
the mixed class, part of a close fought battle between these two clubs
throughout the weekend, and Cambridgeshire Royals were only a
second behind.
The final race of the day was the 2km event around two laps of a
500m course. Despite starting at 15 second intervals, crews were soon
overtaking each other and helms had their work cut out to turn these
long boats at the end of each straight when others were jockeying
for position. Amathus were to take a fantastic 28 second win over
Wraysbury although the times got increasing close together towards the

The junior 200m cup grand final goes to Henley.

Henley take the ladies’ 500m final.

Amathus pushed for the mixed 200m cup grand final.

A tight finish for Thames Amazons, Amathus, Power Saints and Notts Anancondas in the senior ladies’ 500m final.

Henley turning in the 2km open race.
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Secklow Hundred, Cambridge Royals and Wraysbury in the 2km open race.

Amathus take the mixed 500m final.
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Archery, badminton, fencing, weightlifting and wheelchair rugby have
been stripped of their funding by UK Sport ‘to protect and enhance the
medal potential’ according to CEO Liz Nicholl. This is purely about
Olympic medal gathering. In fact, badminton did take a bronze medal
in Rio but this appears not to be enough and they are relegated to the
level of second class sports as far as UK Sport are concerned, a position
faced by all of canoeing except sprint and slalom.

events in Poznan and Duisburg and to Brandenburg in 2020. Junior
world championships will be at Plovdiv next year, Pitesti in 2019 and
Montemor in 2021.
The slalom world championships will be in Rio next year with the
European championships in Prague. La Seu d’Urgell will host the 2019
world championships with World Cups events in Prague, Markkleeburg,
Lee Valley, Tacen and Bratislava. Junior slalom world championships over
the next four years will be at Ivrea, Rio, Krakow and Auckland.
Wild water racing World Cups will be in Banja Luka next year and
then on the Soça. It used to be that slalom and WWR championships
were hosted together and this happens again in 2019, where both events
will be together at La Seu, before WWR moves to Bryson City and
then Bratislava.
Freestyle World Cups events will be in Millau and Sort next year with
the world championships in Sort in 2019 and in Nottingham in 2021.
Next year’s polo world championships will be in Welland and in
Rome in 2020.

Russian doping programme

Major polo league restructuring

minefield. It would not be appropriate to prevent someone from
coaching a partner. Also, starting by suspecting all coaches of being
potential abusers is simply going to reduce the number of volunteer
coaches, kids not getting coached maybe becoming involved instead in
other activities which could be equally undesirable.
Pressure group Mandate Now wants it to be a legal requirement
for suspected abuse to be reported, in contrast with what has gone on
allegedly within the BC union.

Sport funding

The 500m final with Thames Taniwhas, Power Saints, Worcester, Wraysbury and Purple Warriors.

It has now been admitted that Russia ran a widespread doping
programme up to the London Olympic Games and since. In London
the Russians took 72 medals, 21 of which were gold. The Moscow
anti doping laboratory has also been discredited. The ripples go wider,
of course, and even the British cycling team have come under a cloud.
Canoeing has had its cheats over the years and when more than one is
detected in the same team there has to be suspicion that there has been
some level of organization behind this. There is a lot to be said for sports
which are not important enough for such cheating to be worthwhile,
amateur sports, perhaps.

Forthcoming championships

The ICF have released venues and some dates for major events over
the next few years.
Next year’s marathon world championships will be at Prado Vila
Verde in Portugal. The event will move to Shaoxing in China for 2019
with Baerum in Norway getting a World Cups events before hosting the
championships in 2020 with Pitesti the year after.
The Portuguese will also host the sprint world championships next
year at Montemor-o-Velho. It goes to Szeged in 2019 with World Cups

The Polo Committee are proposing extensive changes to suit the
changing aspirations of polo players and offer more games for the
distance travelled. There is a proposal for separate winter and summer
leagues. The winter matches will be played indoors by players from
affiliated clubs while summer leagues will be outdoors with more
freedom to make up teams. As well as the concept of making up
superteams, there are many players who are members of both home
clubs and university clubs. At the lower end there could be scope for
four boat teams to allow use of smaller pools. It is hoped these changes
will halt the decline in participation which has taken place over recent
years. With no youth leagues at present, action is to be taken to promote
youth polo and a 10th ladies’ team is being sought to fill out the ladies’
league.

Liverpool tournament

The 28th Liverpool international tournament is being run again by
Friends of Allonby Canoe Club on Jun 24/25th. As usual it coincides
with the Mersey River Festival and the city is hosting Armed Forces
Day the same weekend so there will be many extra activities in addition
to the usual buzz of people around the Albert Dock.

Back then
20 years ago

Worcester, Amathus, Henley and Powerhouse in the open 500m final.
centre of the results table before stretching out again lower down the list
with Amathus Bees 15th and last by 35 seconds.
The wind veered round to become a headwind on Sunday, strong
enough to blow about the lines of linked metal barriers powered only
by the occasional modest 2m long BDA banner. This was not the only
event as the Nottingham running marathon was routed alongside the
regatta course, this day running 500m races.
Henley juniors were started with the ladies in their final but finished
9 seconds clear, Thames Amazons being the first real ladies, a couple of
seconds clear of Amathus, the boats now having full complements of 20
paddlers.
The mixed plate race was tight, Exe-Calibre taking the win from
Secklow Hundred and Kingston Royals, only 1.44 seconds between
these three crews. In the cup final Amathus were pushed to the line by
Wraysbury, 0.45 second between them.
The seniors were much more widely spaced, Wraysbury getting
over 6 seconds advantage over Power Saints and the rest with room to
breathe.
The final race of the regatta was the open 500m cup, where Amathus
romped away with a 4 second lead over Wraysbury.
As the event needs only a 500m course a different venue could be on
the cards for 2017.
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200m: L: 1 Thames Amazons, 1:03.99. 2 Power Saints 1, 1:05.16. 3 Notts Anaconda, 1:06.54.
J: 1 Henley, 1:00.87. 2 WS Royals, 1:12.13. 3 Applegate Academy, 1:13.57.
Mix: 1 Amathus, 52.42. 2 Wraysbury, 52.63. 3 Cambridgeshire Royals, 53.64.
O: 1 Amathus, 50.81. 2 Typhoon, 53.05. 3 Notts Anaconda, 53.69.
S: 1 Wraysbury, 52.32. 2 Thames Taniwhas, 53.27. 3 Notts Anaconda, 55.23.
500m: L: 1 Henley J, 2:27.05. 2 Thames Amazons, 2:35.93. 3 Amathus, 2:37.95.
Mix: 1 Amathus, 2:13.60. 2 Wraysbury, 2:14.05. 3 Cambridgeshire Royals, 2:19.17.
O: 1 Amathus, 2:10.53. 2 Wraysbury, 2:14.85. 3 Henley, 2:15.30.
S: 1 Wraysbury, 2:23.91. 2 Power Saints, 2:29.27. 3 Thames Taniwhas, 2:33.91.
2km: O: 1 Amathus, 10:02.93. 2 Wraysbury, 10:31.14. 3 Powerhouse, 10:45.31.

Coach abuse

The NSPCC have called for sports coaches to be brought into line
with teachers and social workers in their relationships with 16 and 17
year olds. At present coaches may legally have sexual relations with their
charges once past the age of consent. There is no such restriction on
coaches and the NSPCC also want background checks on coaches with
criminal records or banned from working with children. Presumably
this would apply mostly to paid coaches, otherwise coaching could
become very hard to define although volunteers working unsupervised
with under 18s on a regular basis could also face checks. This is a
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* Getting slalom repeated as an Olympic sport was looking unlikely. Steve Whetman and Paul Cripps
competed in the Peruvian championships on the world’s highest slalom course at an altitude of 2,900m
* Peter Knowles, Marcus Bailie, Gerry Moffat, Jock Montgomery and Peter Walsh were to undertake a
study for the Bhutan tourist board of the potential for paddling their rivers. Alan Fox’s lecture to the Royal
Geographical Society on running rivers in Ethiopia was warmly applauded by a capacity audience of 700.
* Exeter Maritime Museum was to be closed and its canoes and other boats dispersed. A 6,800 year old canoe
removed from Shannon mudflats was 2,000 years older than any other canoe found in Ireland.
* The BCU AGM had no motions for a second successive year and only nine people in total turned up for it.
* The public inquiry into control of navigation on the Wye was hotting up. Plans were floated for making
Holme Pierrepont a £10,000,000 angling centre.
* James Foley was rescued from the Ericht gorge, reported as previously unrun, after coming out of his boat,
police abseiling 60m into the gorge to reach him.
* White Water Consultancy began importing Mad River canoes. Some were supplied to Ray Goodwin to
prepare his canoe coaching series with us.
* The Association of Canoe Trades voted to hand over running of
the International Canoe Exhibition to the British Marine Industries
Federation, who ran the London and Southampton boat shows. The next
national polo championships were to be the last of their kind because of

falling entries and rising pool costs.
* The 1997 Canoe Racing Handbook explained there were new rules for the MacGregor Paddle competition as
‘It is hoped that this will sipmlyfy yhr scoring.’
* The Sports Council finally accepted that the BDA ran dragon boat racing, not the BCU or Amateur
Rowing Association, as they would wish.
* ISKA gained access to email and the internet.
* YL Des Lauriers described the workshop from hell in Wisconsin at which he had expected to build a
Baidarka.
* John Chamberlin described an Irish Sea crossing, including using the new Capella sea kayak.
* OLL, owners of the Lyme Bay canoe centre from which four teenagers on a trip died, were to sue the
Coastguard for their alleged contribution to the tragedy.
* Didier Plouhinec offered a set of proposed sea kayak paddle safety signals.
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Developed from the guides in
Canoeist, this book is similar in format
to the best selling Canals of Britain.
This comprehensive and fascinating
guide to Britain’s river navigations
explores routes known and unknown,
from world famous rivers like the
Thames and the Severn to hidden
backwaters like the Wharfe, the
Wissey and the Lark. Along the way
this absorbing survey discovers the
world’s largest castle, hills that are
actually below sea level, mansions and
palaces, rural idylls and hubs of modern
industry. It is an attractive, inspiring
but also practical guide, featuring
history and folklore, engineering and
architecture, riverbank art and waterside
pubs. Beautiful photography captures
the stunning scenery and helpful maps
help link everything together.

Based on the acclaimed canal guide series in
Canoeist, this is a comprehensive and absorbing
survey of Britain’s canal network and provides a
fascinating insight into the linked up waterways as
well as the isolated cuts and quiet waters which
may not be navigable by larger craft.
From Tiverton Basin on the Grand Western
Canal to the Beauly Firth at the end of the
Caledonian Canal, Britain has a unique canal
network. Infinitely varied, it passes picturesque
open countr yside, wild moorland, coastal
harbours, historic industrial buildings, modern
city centres, canalside public houses and abundant
wildlife. Every aspect of the canals is examined,
their construction, rich history, stunning scenery,
her itage, incredible engineer ing, impressive
architecture and even their associated folkore,
wildlife and art. Enticing photographs give a
flavour of each place and places of interest close to
the canals are included.
This second edition is updated and expanded,
including additional canals and featur ing
stunning new photography. Packed with maps
and fascinating text, it is an attractive, inspiring
and practical guide for boaters, walkers, bikers,
holidaymakers, riders and everyone else who uses
the canals and towpaths throughout the year.

Size A4

Size A4

336 pages

256 pages

65 maps

49 maps

1,026 photographs

608 photographs

Soft cover

Soft cover

978 1 4729 2972 3

978 1 4729 0084 5

3nd edition 2017

1st edition October 2013

Price £30.00

Price £25.00

Also in ePub and PDF eBook
formats at £21.99

Also in ePUB and PDF eBook
formats at £21.99

Reviews of second edition:
‘A must for any waterway user’s bookcase...
fascinating and comprehensive... provides a
unique insight into the linked up waterways
as well as the isolated cuts and quiet waters
which may not be navigable by larger craft.
Author Stuart Fisher... passes on his unique
fund of knowledge in this excellent book.’ Gay Armstrong, Towpath Talk

Also available in compact
abridged format as
The Canal Guide

‘not only covers all the main canals of the
navigable network but several isolated and
under-restoration routes of interest’ Canal Boat

230 x 160mm
336 pages

‘this is no mere travelogue... there is much to
enjoy, notably some excellent photography and
a number of fascinating historical anecdotes Keith Goss, Waterways World

69 maps

‘The saying that you can’t tell a book by its
cover is certainly not true in the case of...
Canals of Britain, a Comprehensive Guide,
for it genuinely lives up to its name... most
comprehensively and imaginatively illustrated.
As well as having photographs showing the
geographical locality, each chapter is illustrated
with pictures of points of special interest...
Stuart Fisher travelled each of the canals...
to reach less-accessible destinations, and...
has produced this extremely useful updated
version.’ - Elizabeth Rogers, Towpath Talk

Soft cover

76

270 photographs

978 1 4729 1852 9
1st edition March 2015
Price £14.99
Also in ePub and PDF eBook
formats at £10.99
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‘the reader senses the author has
actually boated the waterways
about which he writes. Virtually
all the photographs are his own,
many obviously taken from his
kayak; no mean feat... this is a
most enjoyable book which may
well inspire the reader to widen
their knowledge of Britain’s
river navigations.’ - Keith Goss,
Waterways World
‘He packs in miles of paddling,
and pages of travelogue info’ Rowan Mantell, Eastern Daily
Press
‘A comprehensive and practical
guide to Britain’s waterways with
stunning photography and useful
maps is a winning combination’ Gay Armstrong, Towpath Talk

Developed from the guides in Canoeist,
this book is similar in format to the best
selling Canals of Britain.
Featured are the tidal sections of rivers,
estuaries, tideways, havens, sea lochs, firths
and kyles, an amazingly varied range of
waters.
Covering well known tidal rivers, the
picturesque, the industrial and small rivers
off the beaten track, this book looks at the
navigation aspects of waters which often
get overlooked, especially if they have
challenging conditions.Yet they teem with
wildlife, are steeped in history, have dramatic
engineering and stunning architecture and
are where inland rivers morph into the open
sea. Of necessity they have been used by
invaders and traders since the mists of time.
Here there are history and folklore, places of
interest, waterside pubs, villages, towns and
cities and navigation features from rapids and
weirs to vast open reaches of water, from
Carrick Roads to the Kyle of Sutherland.

Size A4
304 pages
70 maps

Based on the acclaimed coastal guide
series, this is the book which has been most
often requested from Canoeist. The most
detailed boater’s guide available to the British
coast in a single volume, it is appropriate
for those making day trips as well as those
undertaking circumnavigations. Full of
sound and practical advice, it gives essential
guidance on aspects of safety and has an
exhaustive directory of useful information.
The text is fully illustrated with coloured
mapping and photographs. This is an
invaluable resource for anyone venturing out
onto Britain’s coastal waters.
Foreword by Sean Morley.
‘For anyone planning a small boat/kayak journey,
anywhere around the coastline of Britain, I suggest
this book is absolutely essential reading.’
- Paul Caffyn, Sea Canoeist Newsletter.
‘Bigre, quel pavé!... Toute la Grande Bretagne est
là, à porteé de pagaie, plus belle qu’on aurait pu le
penser.’ - Canoë Kayak.
‘makes for absorbing reading.’ - Ceufad.
‘A good read for all those interested in Britain’s long
and varied coastline.’ Dave Robertson, Scottish Paddler.
I attended a navigation course on Whale Island,
Portsmouth, last year and your Inshore Britain was
highly recommended by the instructors Leon Reichal.
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Soft cover

Size A4
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357 pages

1st edition January
2012

724 photographs

Price £25.00
Also in ePUB and PDF eBook
formats at £21.99

63 maps
Soft cover
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1st edition June 2006
Price £19.50

‘New books on rivers keep surfacing
but here is an ambitious volume
that stands firmly on its own...
it transcends the conventional
temptation to be pigeonholed.’ - Peter
Faulkner, BBC Countryfile
‘as a reference book, it is unmatched’
- Kensington & Chlesea Today
‘there are some absolute gems to
be found in Fisher’s knowledgeable
and eclectic commentaries... an
interesting reference work for anyone
who enjoys paddling in or walking
alongside Britain’s great waterways.’
- Lakeland Walker
‘this book thinks out of the box... an
impressive and colourful coffee table
read.’ - Stephen Sinfield, Burton Mail

78

CANOEIST May 2017

79

