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Editorial

Close encounter Moods
John Boeschen has paddled in San Fransisco Bay most Thursday evenings
for the last 15 years, usually with friends, the trip including a gourmet barbecue
somewhere along the shore.The second Thursday this year, with just one
colleague, proved more eventful than most.

It is looking increasingly a
question not of whether we will
leave the EU but when? If so, what
will happen afterwards? What can we
repeal of legislation imposed on us
by the EU?
For a start, I would like to see
a return to British Standards as
something to be attained if appropriate by the best but not, perhaps,
by those who have moved ahead of the standard with new ideas.
Manufacturers should not have to undergo expensive tests to prove
that they comply, often when the rules are not appropriate or suit the
interests of particular manufacturers. I think of the 19mm diameter
toggles on sea kayaks, an arbitrary size to suit those already being fitted
by a British manufacturer. There are plenty of other restrictions to
suit overseas interests, such as every helmet being able to withstand an
impact with a rock on the fastest rapid in Europe, a rapid very few of us
are ever likely to meet. I would prefer to buy what is appropriate to my
requirements. I don’t wear elbow protection but there are those who do
need it because of where they paddle.
There are enough committee meetings held in out of the way places
to cut down on attendance. Freedom from the lifejacket regulations,
which are a pig’s ear as far as canoeing is concerned, would be another
benefit. Those wanting to sell to the EU would still need to comply, for
sales to the EU, as do manufacturers currently outside the EU, but we
would be able, once again, to lead with original thinking from small
companies selling to the home market. We did in the past when they
were not subject to heavy testing charges for products incorporating
new ideas but not long production runs. Most of our manufacturers
started off small, even the largest initially working out of garages.
Companies like Yak would never have got started with the current
restrictions.
A great swathe of interests would like to delay all the marine zone
designations as much as possible and to repeal the relevant legislation.
We are told that it is a requirement of the EU but it seems that EA
employees were prominent among those drawing it up. For example,
catchment management plans have EA fingerprints all over them.
Many users of the marine environment are wildlife enthusiasts, not
the same as saying they are enthusiasts of what the EU are trying to
impose. When there are sound reasons for changing there will be plenty
of people ready to give their support. There are not so many wanting
to impose draconian restrictions just in case wildlife might possibly like
them.
We also need to be aware that what wildlife wants may not be what
we want. I enjoyed paddling with a dolphin off Aberystwyth. It was
there because of the fish. They were there because of the sewage outfall.
Take away the sewage and we lose the dolphins. We have cleaned
up the sewage off the Northumbrian coast and the prolific birdlife
has declined. Loch Ness is one of the cleanest pieces of water in the
country but it is nearly dead as far as wildlife is concerned, certainly
not enough to feed a monster. Like Surfers Against Sewage, we want
clean water but then we also want wildlife. The two are mutually
contradictory. unless conditions are extreme. Do we have what we want
or what wildlife want or are we people who think we can have both?
You can sit in the middle of the Dee estuary, in the middle of the
Severn estuary or on the east side of the Humber estuary and see mud
to the horizon and the occasional flock of birds winging past. If we
have twice as much mud will we have twice as many birds? There are
those who think we will. Are we right to change the country to mud
for them or is this just a whim of bird enthusiasts who think their own
interest takes priority over all others?

Life after
the EU

A t t h e m a r a t h o n AC M
chair man Steve Missen drew
attention to continuing start
problems, a harsher approach
expected to be taken in 2015.
Part of the problem on a long startline, with people pushing forward
on each side, is deciding the position of the line. In an ideal world a
laser beam could be thrown across the water for all to see. Instead, more
economically, I suggest placing four vertical poles in transit, two on each
bank 2m before the startline, so that a paddler or bow paddler with
these poles in transit knows he is just clear of the line. When the start is
given, take a photograph and issue a fixed penalty to anyone shown to
be over the line. Nothing needs to be said at the time unless it is so bad
that a general recall is needed.
For many years we have heard starters pleading with paddlers to
behave reasonably, showering them with sarcasm or restarting them
for ‘the best we are likely to get’. It is embarrassing and loses the sport
respect. We can do better.

Fair starts

Stuart Fisher

Publisher contact
Canoeist, Longcroft, Mill Lane, Corston, Wilts SN16 0HH
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
those of the editor or publishers. References to waters
do not necessarily imply that access or passage is
legally permitted or that they are safe in all conditions.
The editor and publishers can not be held responsible
for any omissions of references to hazards from notes
on these waters. They do not necessarily support
advertising claims nor do they hold themselves
responsible for inadequacies in items of equipment
reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is the not for profit magazine of Paddlers
International and the International Sea Kayak
Association. Enquiries to governing bodies and
associations should be addressed to them at the
addresses to be found on the Classified page.
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Cover: Lily Wong of
Richmond and Lucy Hield
of Falcon prepare to run
the portage in the national
marathon championships
at Worcester.They took
2nd place in the under 14
ladies’ K2 race.

swamped boat is facing down so the water runs out. Slither out of the
bay into the boat, pump out any remaining water, paddle home and
Bob’s your uncle. Simple.
No major storms the last 12 months have left Toilet Bowl Beach on
Red Rock firewood challenged. To compensate, I bring kindling from
home. Squeezing the kindling into the small volume stern of my 14
Grandpa got run over by a freighter
foot long boat requires releasing air from the stern airbag. An inflated
Paddling home from Red Rock Thursday eve
Inspired by Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer - Randy Brooks, 1979. airbag displaces a volume of water equal to its own volume. A deflated
airbag doesn’t displace any water.
I don’t inflate my stern airbag before leaving Red Rock for Jailhouse.
‘Oh, merde,’ this a loose translation of an expletive heard on the bay
My bad. Instead of handling a boat only partially filled with water,
Thursday night.
The Mayor and I are 0.8 miles west of Red Rock, returning to the Mayor has to handle a boat overwhelmed by water (to my credit,
Jailhouse. The time’s 8pm. We’re paddling on the south side of the the airbag in my bow is fully inflated). A gallon of bay water weighs
Richmond - San Rafael Bridge, just inside the outer fringe of light approximately 8 lbs 6 oz. I don’t know how many gallons but my
swamped boat holds a backache’s worth.
thrown out by the bridge. We’re crossing the shipping channel.
No matter our efforts, whenever we right the partially drained boat,
Paddling side by side in the channel, we’re musing on the invisibility
of freighters and tankers at night, their bow lights no more visible than hull down, cockpit up, the boat sinks below the water’s surface, an
the workings of big government. We’re not just musing, mind you; we’re infinity pool across the cockpit. I attempt to climb in, the boat sinks
scanning north and south for the big ships, looking for their tell, shore deeper. And so it goes.
The water’s cold, barely breaking 50 degrees Fahrenheit. I’ve only
lights winking on and off when the big vessels pass between our line of
been in 15 - 20 minutes but I’m starting to fatigue, starting to feel
sight and the shore.
This is how we’ve been able to spot the big guys these last 15 years. sluggish. (Without the 10 lbs of insulation I put on over the holidays, I
But not tonight. Tonight we don’t see her until she’s 10 seconds away might not have lasted as long as I did.) My lips a robust blue, we call it
from T boning us. We’re able to see her only because she’s just entered quits, call the Coast Guard on the Mayor’s VHF.
The Coast Guard arrive 10 minutes later but the Larkspur ferry beats
the outer fringe of the bridge’s lightfall.
That first brief sighting is our ‘Oh, merde’ moment. It could’ve been them to the rescue, plucking me from the bay 5 minutes earlier. Though
the TransAmerica Pyramid towering over us, the sheer shock of what he doesn’t need the lift, the Coast Guard haul the Mayor aboard
we see indiscriminate. But it’s not the TransAmerica Pyramid and we their vessel along with my boat, pulled from the bay by three fit crew
members.
don’t waste time staring.
The crew of both boats treat us graciously and professionally,
The Mayor bolts straight ahead, acting on pure survival instinct,
hoping to cross in front of the freighter before he’s T boned. My transporting us to the Larkspur ferry terminal, staff from the terminal
survival instinct kicks in, too, but mine is coloured by an overlay of law driving us to our cars at Jailhouse. We can’t sing their praises loud
enough.
and order; maritime protocol says not to cut in front of another boat.
So… what did I learn from our adventure? Here’re some initial
I backpaddle, painting by the numbers, staying within the lines of
protocol. I’m not going to cross in front of that freighter. The Mayor, thoughts:
* If, like mine, your boat doesn’t have bulkheads separating bow and
not bound by numbers and more of an Expressionist, paddles across
stern from cockpit, use airbags and keep them inflated. To add an extra
those lines and past the freighter to safety. I do not.
I might’ve made it to safety if I’d continued paddling backwards. layer of immersion security, I’m going to experiment using a sea sock to
Instead, I try to turn my boat around. My boat’s quick, nimble, limit the amount of water my boat takes on.
* Carry a VHF marine radio. Calling the Coast Guard on Channel 16
manœuvrable. But not quick, nimble, and manœuvrable enough to
accomplish in 2 seconds what normally takes 5 seconds. The 15 knot cut short the time the water had hold of me. On future paddles to Red
Rock I plan to call the port authority on Channel 14 to check for ships
wake from the freighter’s bow hits me broadside.
Hanging upside down underwater, here’s the first thought to pop approaching the Richmond - San Rafael Bridge, backing that up with
into my noggin: airbags are a good invention. The second thought to Channel 13 to contact the bridges of ships heading our way.
* I have an app on my iPhone, Ship Finder, that tracks ships on the
pop into my head’s more image than thought: a line of bold Tibetan
script, inked dark on handmade paper. I’d seen both the script and the bay in real time. I didn’t use it Thursday. I will on future paddles.
* The Mayor and I might have seen the freighter earlier if we
paper earlier that afternoon in a Buddhist institute dedicated to Tibetan
language and research in Berkeley. I don’t know how the Tibetan had been paddling closer to the bridge, more light from the bridge
illuminating the bay around us.
translates, just that its image is calming, reassuring.
* From what I experienced up close with the freighter, I think it a
A huge freighter is passing within reach and I’m feeling calm and
peaceful. Imagine that. I don’t rush to pull my spraydeck off and swim rare event when a large ship actually collides head on with a kayak, the
to the surface. Walking my fingers around the outside of the coaming, ship’s bow wake pushing the kayak aside before the bow strikes it. For
feeling the texture of the spraydeck, is pleasing. Sensual. It’s a slow walk close encounters like mine, 2 to 5 feet from the approaching ship’s bow,
my fingers take. By the time they converge on the release loop at the I’d guess the shorter the boat, the less likely a collision.
* I experienced no sucking vortices at the ship’s bow and stern,
deck’s head, my lungs have had enough Tibetan bliss and are clamouring
wasn’t pulled under the hull or chewed up by propeller blades. That was
for air.
On the surface, my lungs happy, I’m a paddle length away from the good. I don’t know if these outcomes are true in all encounters. I do
ship’s hull, a long unbroken train of metal. Underwater, I wondered know that I don’t intend to field test their validity any time soon.
*Have a good story prepared before going home and explaining to
if the ship would pull me further down and toward her keel line. She
didn’t. On the surface, I wonder what’ll happen when the stern goes your family how you managed to get run over by a freighter.
by, what mischief the turning props have in mind. The stern goes by
John added this postscript a week later:
without mischief. I’m thankful for that.
First of all, I want to thank all you paddle report aficionados for your
The freighter continues on her course, none the wiser of what’s just
transpired, of me bobbing in the cold water, of the Mayor, still in his kind emails and thoughts re my close encounter with the freighter last
boat, untouched by the freighter’s bow wake, paddling to my rescue. Thursday eve. Far as I know, the freighter got nowhere near the volume
of mail that came my way. Uplifting is what that is and I appreciate your
Business as usual.
The Mayor finds me quickly. Business as usual now is to get me back concern.
Closer to home, reporting the event on the Bay Area Sea Kayakers
into my boat. Accomplishing this is a simple rescue technique: the T
rescue. Position the swamped boat at a right angle to the cockpit of listserv generated quite a buzz. Since New Year’s, the only topics to
the rescuer’s boat. Push down on the stern of the swamped boat so its generate more online chatter are discussions of refurbishing rubber
bow goes up onto the rescuer’s cockpit. Make sure the cockpit of the gaskets in drysuits and fitting kayak roofracks on compact cars.
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TOURING
November
/1
Tyne
MARATHON
November
7/8
Gorges de l’Ardèche
9
Leighton Buzzard Remembrance
Day
16
Avon Descent
30
Ross Warland Memorial
December
7
Stour Descent
June
15
Lahti Midnight Ultra
September
11 - 13 World Championships, Gyor
23 - 26 70th Hargas Memorial, Bratislava
26/27 Loire
SLALOM
November
1/2
British O/P, Lee Valley
29
ACM
January
31/1 Oceania Championships, 		
Mangahao
February
13 - 15 Australian O, Perth
March
7/8
Barle, 4
14/15 Lee Valley, P
14/15 Matlock, 2
20/21 Solkan
21/22 Grandtully, P
22
Llandysul, 4
27 - 29 Markkleeberg
28/29 Shepperton, 1/2
April
3
Ponts, Segre Cup
4
La Seu d’Urgell, Segre Cup
4/5
47th Ilindanski Ikas, Skopje
4/5
Wark, 2/3
11
Nene, 4
11/12 Grandtully, 1
12
Duckmill, 3/4
18/19 Liptovsky Mikulas
18/19 Washburn, 2/O
18/19 Alva, 3/4
25/26 Krakowski
25/26 Pau, Pyrenees Cup 1
25/26 Aberfeldy, 3/4
25/26 Oughtibridge, 3/4
25/26 Stone, 3/4
22 - 26 World Championships, U23/J,
Foz do Iguaçú
May
2/3
La Seu d’Urgell, Pyrenees Cup 2
2/3
Holme Pierrepont, 1/2
2/3
Bala Mill, 2/3
8 - 10 Tatra, Liptowsky Mikulas
9/10 Tacen
9/10 Orton Mere, 3/4
9/10 Seaton Park, 3/4
10
Llandysul, 4
16
Winchester, 4/O

6

16/17 President of Cracow Cup
16/17 Wagon Lane, 3/4
23/24 McConkey, P, Holme Pierrepont
23/24 Llandysul, 2 - 4
28 - 31 European Championships,
Markkleeburg
30/31 Nene, 2/3
30/31 Pinkston, 2/3
June
6/7
Merano
6/7
Tryweryn, 1
6/7
Langham Farm, 3/4
19 - 21 Praha, WC 1
20/21 Pinkston, 1
20/21 Rhug, 3/4
20/21 Shepperton, 3/4
26 - 28 Krakow, WC 2
27/28 Young Danubia Cup, Cunovo
27/28 Washburn, Pan Celtic/English
Championships/1
27/28 Fairnilee, 2 - 4
28
Stone
July
3 - 5 Liptovsky Mikulas, WC 3
4/5
Marple, 3/4
4/5
Orton Mere, 3/4
11/12 Ivrea
11/12 Howsham, 2 - 4
12
Frome Market Yard, 4/O
17 - 19 Pan American Games, Toronto
18/19 Washburn, P/2/O
18/19 Matlock, 3/4
23
25/26 Bala Mill, 2/3
August
7 - 9 La Seu d’Urgell, WC 4
8
Llandysul, 2 - 4
14 - 16 Pau, WC F
15/16 Grandtully, 2/3
15/16 Harefield, 3/4
22/23 Fairnilee, 2/3/O/Scottish J14/J12
Championships
26 - 30 European Championships,
U23/J, Krakow
29/30 Slovak O, Bratislava
29/30 Grandtully 1/2
29/30 Cardington, 2 - 4
29/30 Marple, 3/4
September
5/6
Holme Pierrepont, P/1
5/6
Alva, 3/4
12/13 Oughtibridge, 3/4
15 - 20 World Championships, Lee
Valley
26/27 Shepperton, 2/3
26/27 W Tanfield, 2 - 4
27 - 29 Alpe Adria, Klagenfurt
October
3
Cardiff, P
3/4
Midland, 3/4
10/11 Llandysul, 1/2/4
17/18 Tryweryn, P
17/18 Symonds Yat, 2/3
24
Scottish Championships
24/25 Stone, 3/4
31
British O, Lee Valley
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31/1 Barle, 4
November
26 - 29 Olympic Test, Río de Janeiro
WWR
November
1
Tyne, R/Wh
2
Lea, R/Wh
8
Irwell 2, R/Wh
15
Barrow Series 2, R
15
N Tyne, R
16
Tees, R
December
6
Welsh O, N
13
Barrow Series 3, R
March
22
Monschau
May
9/10 Augsburg, ECA Cup
16/17 Titlis
June
10/11 Bihac, EC
19/20 Soca, WC1/2
21/22 Mur, WC3/4
23 - 28 World Championships, Wien
FREESTYLE
July
25
Garry Boater X
August
30 - 5 World Championships, Ottawa
SPRINT
April
11/12 Pas de Calais, Boulogne sur Mer
11/12 Trofeo Sparafucile Citta di 		
Mantova
May
1 - 3 European Championships,
Racice
15 - 17 Montemor-o-Velho, WC
22 - 24 Duisburg, WC
25 - 31 Boulogne sur Mer, W
29 - 31 København, WC
June
14 - 16 European Games
27/28 Auronzo
27/28 Decize
July
11 - 14 Pan American Games, Welland
24 - 26 World Championships, U23/J,
Montemor-o-Velho
29 - 3 World Masters, Milano
August
19 - 23 World Championships, Milano
September
4 - 6 Olympic Test, Brasil
17 - 20 European Championships,
U23/J, Bascov-Budeasa
27 - 29 36th Trofeo Madaglia d’Argento
Presidente della Republica, Italia
MULTISPORT
November
23
Box End Winter

January
18
Box End Winter
May
2
Ibiza, WC
4
Deeside Adventure Tri
24
Brigg Bomber, M, WC/National
Championships
30
Xtrail Pernstejn Sp, WC
June
20
Tyn nad Vltavou, WC
20
Ben Nevis Charity Challenge
21
Norfolk Superhero, Burnham
Overy Staithe
21
S Yorkshire, Rotherham
27
Race the Sun Brecon Beacons
July
11
Artemis Gt Kindrochit
12
Box End Sp, WC
August
1
Samorin, WC
22
PolskaMan, WC
29
Balaton Sp, WC
September
6
Shrewsbury Sp
13
Fabian4 Dyffryn Conwy Mountain
19
Awesome Foursome, Bude
POLO
November
1
Cheltenham, 3C
1
Tooting, 3SE
1
Derby, Y1
8
Stratford-upon-Avon, 4C
8
Cheadle, 4N
8
Stevenage, 4SE
8
Stockport, NW1
15
Stoke Fenton, L2
15
Cheltenham, 4SW
15
SE&L1
22
Leeds, 2N
22
Coventry, 2S
22
SE&L2
29
York, 3N
29
Cheltenham, 3C
29
Robinson, 3SE
December
6
Derby, 4C
6
Cheadle, 4N
6
Tooting, 4SE
6
Cheltenham, 4SW
6
Stockport, NW1
13
Tooting, L2
13
Stockport, NW1
13
SE&L1
January
10
Stockport, 1
10
Leeds, 2N
10
Coventry, 2S
10
Derby, 4C
10
York, 4N
10
Tooting, 4SE
10
Cheltenham, 4SW
17
Stevenage, 3SE
17
Stratford-upon-Avon, Y1
24
Stockport, 2N
24
Coventry, 2S
24
SE&L3
31
Coventry, 1
31
Stockport, L1
31
Cheltenham, 3C
31
SE&L2
February
7
Derby, L2
7
Stockport, NW1
7
SE&L3
14
Coventry, 1
14
Stockport, 3N

21
Robinson, L2
21
Coventry, 2S
21
SE&L1
28
Leeds, L1
28
Stockport, 2N
28
Stevenage, 4SE
March
7
Stratford-upon-Avon, 4C
7
Stoke Fenton, 4N
7
SE&L2
14
Stockport, 1
14
SE&L3
21
Leeds, 2N
21
Coventry, 2S
21
Cheadle, L2
28
Leeds, 1
28
Coventry, L1
28
York, 3N
28
Cheltenham, 4SW
28
SE&L1
28
Derby, Y1
April
11
Cheltenham, 3C
11
Tooting, 3SE
11/12 Bologna
18
Tees, 2N
18
Rickmansworth, 2S
18
Friends of Allonby, 3N/4N/Y1
18
Banbury, 4C
18
Bridgend, 4SW
18
SE&L2
25
Rickmansworth, 2SE
25
Banbury, 3C
25/26 Pas de Calais, St-Omer
May
2
Rickmansworth, 4SE
8
Playoffs
2/3
26th Wallonie, Seneffe
16/17 St-Omer, ECA Cup
23 - 25 44th German Cup, Essen
June
27/28 Flanders Cup, Hazewinkel
July
4/5
NRW Cup, Duisburg
August
1/2
Suisse Normande, Thury-Harcourt
15/16 20th Dikkebusvijver
29/30 Gekko, Gent
DRAGON BOAT RACING
November
1
Sarasota Bay Water Festival
8
32nd Singapore R
9
NSW 2, Manly
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16
Oranga Challenge
16
Henley Winter Series 2
22
Forster Challenge
30
Wagga Wagga Challenge
December
14
NSW 3, Penrith
14
Henley Winter Series 3
21
Coppa di Natale, Roma
January
18
Henley Winter Series 4
May
16
1st Barcelona
June
20
Tuen Ng/Tuen Yang/Poet’s Day
August
19 - 23 12th World Nations 		
Championships, Welland-		
Niagara
OUTRIGGER
September
12/13 World Cup, Cagliari
MISCELLANEOUS
November
1/2
European Outdoor Film Tour,
London
3/4
European Outdoor Film Tour,
Bristol
5
European Outdoor Film Tour,
Sheffield
6
European Outdoor Film Tour,
Manchester
7
European Outdoor Film Tour,
Glasgow
8
European Outdoor Film Tour,
Portobello
9
European Outdoor Film Tour,
Birmingham
9 - 18 London Boat Show
14 - 16 16th Boatshow, Lódz
15/16 Steve Fisher lecture, Llangollen
18
Steve Fisher lecture, Shrewsbury
20 - 23 Steve Fisher lecture, Kendal
26
Steve Fisher lecture, Edinburgh
29
Steve Fisher lecture, Dart
30
Steve Fisher lecture, London
December
5 - 14 Pass’Port Nautique exhibition,
Paris
February
12 - 15 Telegraph Outdoor Adventure &
Travel Show, London
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What’s in a name?

Trips

Promoting use of
the Union Canal in
Edinburgh

Canoes to return
to Swansea
Canal

The disused Swansea
Canal became
overgrown after a canoe
hire centre closed down
in the 1990s. Under
its Splash scheme, the
Welsh Government have
granted the Swansea
Canal Society £20,000
to set up their own hire
scheme at Coed Gwilym
Park in Clydach. The
society have cleared the
canal and profits from
the business will be used
for canal restoration.

Licence charges

The EA’s licences
increased by 4.8%
for private boats for
2014/15, the third
successive year they
have been 2% higher
than inflation. Increases
will be less extreme
from now on, the EA say.
The CRT’s and Broad’s
Authority’s licences
increased by 2.8%.

Further Stroud
restoration

A fleet of 17 kayaks
and canoes from Stroud
Canoe Club were the
first users of Dudbridge
Upper Lock for over 70
years. The tape was cut
by 10 year old Crystal
Hulls to open the latest
restoration work on the
Cotswold Canals.

Luxury
Caledonian
camping

Scottish Canals have
been setting up luxury
bothies along the
Caledonian Canal as an
alternative to camping.
Clad in larch, the first
four are at Gairlochy,
Laggan Locks, Kytra
Locks and Fort Augustus.
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Patrick Winterton and Olly Hicks have crossed the
North Sea from Shetland to Bergen using a double
kayak.
Beeline Britain was an almost direct line journey
from Land’s End to John o’ Groats by kayak, bike and
on foot, the 1,100km journey including a 34 hour kayak
crossing of over 200km, the longest open sea crossing in
UK waters. Instructor Alan Harmer, climber Tori Jones,
paralympian Nick Beighton and helicopter crewman Ian
O’Grady were raising funds for BLESMA and will talk
about their trip on Nov 28th at the Royal Geographical
Society. A direct line would have been 970km and taken
in St David’s Head and the Isle of Man although they
took in more of Pembrokeshire and Holy Island plus
some meandering around the Southern Uplands and
the Grampians. If they had used Lizard Point to St John’s
Point, the longest possible straight line between two
mainland points in the British Isles, the line would have
been 977km and taken in more of Pembrokeshire, the
Llyn peninsula and Anglesey but just missed the Isle of
Man.
The crux of a circumnavigation of Australia is the
unbroken 190km of the Zuytdorp Cliffs with no
landing. Jason Beachcroft had to wait seven weeks for
suitable conditions, on his way to becoming the fourth
person to paddle round Australia but the first to include
Tasmania. He crossed the Bass Strait both ways in his
17,000km trip which took 17 months. He went round
the Gulf of Carpentaria rather than across it, as Freya
Hoffmeister had done. He collided with several sharks.
One night he had to chase a crocodile and beat it
repeatedly as it tried to drag his kayak into the sea. He
also broke a couple of ribs while in the South Australian
surf.
James Werner Smith and non paddler Nathan Wilkins
of Warwick University formed the Canoeing the
Continent expedition, travelling from Nantes to Istanbul
in 146 days. An important part of their 5,000km journey
was that they never portaged more than 25m. However,
on reaching the Black Sea they met terrible weather
and massive seas and so they abandoned their canoe and
walked the final 370km, carrying their paddles, even
though they did not have hiking boots and carried their
kit in extra large drybag backpacks.
Canadian brothers Russell and Graham Henry have
paddled 7,000km from Belem in Brazil to Florida,
following the island chain route. Two crossings were
over 140km, the crossing from Bimini in the Bahamas
to Juno Beach in Florida taking 17 hours. Their longest
nonstop section took 27 hours. For 1,500km of the
South American coastline there were no charts. The
$30,000 trip was funded by a family legacy.
Cath and Franco Fer rero have set off to
circumnavigate the world in a sailing boat. They have
taken a couple of sectional sea kayaks with them.
In 2011 64 year old Olek Doba crossed the Atlantic
from Senegal to Brazil in 99 days, the longest ever ocean
crossing. He used a 6.4m 590kg kayak with a frame on

top carrying a solar panel. In 2013 the Polish engineer
started a second crossing from Lisbon to Florida. A
damaged rudder caused him to divert to Bermuda to
make repairs but he took a GPS reading so that he could
return to the same point. A replica Bermudan sloop gave
him a 325km lift back but, as he launched, a wave caused
it to roll on top of him, damaging his kayak, although he
continued on his way after disposing of the damaged part
and completed his 12,418km trip, the longest recorded
ocean kayak voyage. This self funded paddling is simply
the way he has chosen to spend his retirement.
Tara Mulvany has circled North Island, now being
the first woman to have paddled round all three of
New Zealand’s major islands, solo and unsupported. She
stopped at a petrol station on the way home and the
cashier, looking at the boat on her roofrack, asked if she
had actually been paddling or if it was just for show, to
which she was able to give an appropriate reply.
Amy and Dave Freeman were among 13 recorded as
National Geographic’s Adventurers of the Year for 2014.
They completed a 19,000km three year journey around
North America by kayak, canoe, snowshoe and on foot,
their Wilderness Classroom Organization website was
followed by 85,000 schoolchildren.

Management changes

Chief executive Richard Harvey, chairman Phil Blain
and access officer Ashley Charlwood all left Canoe Wales
at the start of the year. Emma Aldridge stepped down
from chairing the Slalom Committee to take over Phil
Blain’s position on an interim basis. John Hatton took
on the top job while access is now being handled by a
committee of seven.
The departure of the SCA president happened
without comment and he has been replaced by Eddie
Palmer. Kelso Riddell has stepped down as treasurer
after over 20 years on the SCA board and has been
replaced by Russell Jordan. Robin Cole is access director
and Cynthia Berry is also a director. Johnny Brown
has resigned as part time slalom coach after six years
although he was responsible for much of the success of
the British slalom team for rather longer. Neil Caffrey
is another coach who has moved on. Jamie, the Earl
of Mar & Kellie, has not accepted his nomination as
an Honorary Vice President although he has provided
invaluable support to the SCA over a number of years.
Without the Scottish rep on the BCU board, the
BCU also lost their leader. Ironically, in two Old
Bailey case hearings not related to canoeing, in which
he was cleared of expenses fraud, it was claimed that
administration was not his strong suit.
It is worrying that the BCU management structure
has been changed. It appears that the three top posts
may not even be occupied by canoeists. Olympic sport
is represented but recreation and the rest of competition
could be represented by only two people. It is possible
that the management of canoeing could be dominated
by Olympic interests, politicians or even anglers.

Following John Mac Attack McAllister’s request in the last issue, here are two more sticker options.
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The BCU have been increasingly using the name
British Canoeing this year, presumably on instruction
handed down from above as the Amateur Rowing
Association are using British Rowing and the British
Schools Exploring Society are now using British
Exploring, for example. Some feel that further changes
are needed to move away from being the British
Canoeing union. As BCU employee Chris Hawkesworth
said in different circumstances, if it walks like a duck and
talks like a duck it is a duck.
One other change will be the logo. The old one was
not always loved. For example, in its early days BCU
president Ron Emes had an alternative drawn up for
his own use as he did not like the official one. At least it
was clear what it meant. The new logo has patriotic red,
white and blue but requires a good imagination to relate
the colours to the activities of most canoeists, unkindly
suggested as looking as if it had been used for cleaning
paint brushes.

is to make the point and prevent any objections to
navigation on the tidal river once the Wey & Arun Canal
is reconnected at Pulborough.

A E500 note but not as we know it.

Willing Andy

Andy Watt has been awarded the Willing Hands
Quaich by the SCA for the five years of work he has put
in to make the Pinkston Paddlesports Centre a reality.
In fact, this understates his work. It seems decades since
he first began pushing for an artificial slalom course
at Strathclyde Park and he has been working largely
singlehandedly for much of that time.
Scottish Transport Minister Keith Brown announced
an additional £950,000 of funding for the Pinkston
Watersports centre ahead of its opening, to be used for
landscaping, decking, CCTV, tarmac, signage, additional
lighting and slalom and polo equipment.

Saving the waterways

In 1957 John Pinder, Michael Fox and his daughter,
Geraldine, hired an open canoe in Stratford, bought
a ticket for the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal, quietly
paddled 40km to Hockley Heath and then returned with
full publicity. Their ticket was later used as evidence of
recent navigation and prevented Warwickshire County
Council from obstructing the canal at Wilmcote. As
part of this year’s 50th anniversary celebration of the
reopening of the canal three canoes and three kayaks
took to the water with, amongst others, Geraldine and
CRT chief executive Richard Parry. John was present on
land and the original trip was recreated.

Canoes on restorable navigations

Maidenhead councillors have been taken on a canoe
trip to see some of the route of the Maidenhead Ring.
The intention is to make the centre of Maidenhead
accessible to powered craft.
The Shrewsbury & Newport Canal Trust have gained
the support of various bodies including anglers to use
their waters where possible and canoes have been on
their canal officially for the first time in 20 years.
The Wey & Arun Canal Trust make an annual run
by canoe on the River Arun below Pulborough. This

A group of Kiwi sea
kayak stalwarts add
spice to some of their
gatherings by the use of
fancy dress. At a recent
gathering of Super
Heroes Paul Caffyn was
given the prize for his
Invisible Man costume.
He had been unable to
attend.

Gardiner
honoured

The CIWEM have
named Barry Gardiner
as their Environmental
Parliamentarian of the
Year. Names he was
given by powered craft
users and by canoeists
when he was Waterways
Minister were less
endearing.

Canoe trails

A 150km sea trail has been designated from Oban to
Helensburgh via Arduaine, the Crinan Canal and the
Kyles of Bute. Facilities include parking, water access
points, kayaks racks and changing facilities. The scheme
has been promoted by Argyll & Bute Council.
Another trail has been designated across Scotland
between Glasgow and Edinburgh on the Forth & Clyde
Canal and the Union Canal.
Llyn Tegid has also been designated as a canoe trail
with six access points.

Fancy dress
winner

Faced with building a life sized version of Smiljan
Radic’s papier mâché sculpture, the Selfish Giant’s
Castle, Aecom opted to use GRP and steel, a
concept they borrowed from canoe construction.
The resulting 2014 Serpentine Pavilion had to be
able to take the loading from hundreds of thousands
of visitors this summer.

Broad green and black

The Broads Authority have been highly commended
in the Green Destinations of the Year award. They have
promoted canoeing consistently.
Celebrating their 25th birthday, they listed out their
25 greatest achievements. Fifth on the list was starting
canoe and bike hire networks.
Six special constables have been trained by Broads
Authority rangers on boat handling, bylaws and water
safety. More police will be trained over the winter, to
give a more conspicuous police presence on these waters.

Sport and health
research findings

Global research presented to the American Heart
Association says that many children cannot run as fast
as their parents could. Cardiovascular endurance is
dropping by some 5% per decade. The problem relates
mainly to Western countries but South Korea and China
are also affected. Children need to do a total of at least
an hour of vigorous exercise per day, enough to make
them sweat, or they will face serious health problems in
later life. I recall freestyle paddlers at Hurley gasping for
breath after paddling the width of the Thames. Research
says that the UK could save £1,200,000,000 in five
years for a 1% decrease in inactivity, a rather convoluted
way of putting it. The EU has recommended a physical
activity policy and both the Tories and Labour are
making the right noises.
Australian researchers say red meat and exercise can
reduce muscle loss in the elderly (although exercise alone
would help) and the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine say two and a half hours a week of
vigorous exercise would reduce flu risk by 10%.
The International Journal of Sport Nutrition & Excercise
Metabolism says that caffeine gives better performance
enhancing benefits than the banned pseudoephadrine.
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Scottish currents
revealed

The Brahan project
is making available
information on currents
around the Scottish
coast. While primarily
for research, the
information could be
of interest to sea kayak
users who want to get a
feel for what goes where
and how fast.

Lottery funds
canal projects

The CRT have been
named as Charity of
the Year in the People’s
Postcode Lottery. A
significant part of the
£50,000 award will be
used for conservation
projects in the Midlands.

Drugs in
Chinese kayaks

Australian police have
seized a consignment
of 27 sit on top kayaks
imported from China,
19 of which contained
a total of 183kg of
methamphetamine
valued at $162,000,000.
Four Taiwanese and
someone from Sydney
were arrested and could
face life imprisonment.

Going to
the dogs

Florida Bay Outfitters
ran a Paddlin’ & Pups
evening. Paddleboards
and kayaks could be
hired and rescue dogs
borrowed or participants
could bring their own.
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A slipway for small
craft has been proposed
at Hackney Marsh Sports
Ground. This would
give easy access to
the waterways around
London’s Olympic
sites. It will be near the
changing rooms, on the
east side of the carpark,
below the footbridge
where the shallows
begin.

Trinity House
celebrations

In May Trinity House
celebrated 500 years
of providing marks,
lights and other ways
of keeping boats off the
bottom. The National
Maritime Museum in
Greenwich are running
a dedicated Guiding
Lights exhibition
featuring the work of
Trinity House.

Mock
liability trial

Perkins Slade ran a
mock liability trial in
Birmingham with No
5 Chambers, where a
cricket club were facing
a claim after a helper
was injured. Interests
included canoeing.
As intended, the 90
delegates were left with
food for thought.

A canal
that wasn’t

Scottish Canals have
unearthed plans for
a ship canal which
was proposed to run
alongside the Crinan
Canal in 1896. It
would have included
one of the world’s first
hydroelectric scheme.

Mumbo
turns Turkey

Dave Manby’s 60th
birthday party was
held on the Çoruh at
Yusufeli. Gone are the
days when Llangollen
was considered a
significant trip for such
an occasion.

However, a report by Dr Jonas Dörner of Bonn
University to the Radiological Society of North
America says that energy drinks can contain up to
three times as much caffeine as coffee or cola and these
can cause significant heart contractions an hour after
taking, with a high heart rate, increased blood pressure
and even seizures, poor sleep, nervousness, nausea and
cardiovascular problems. More work is needed on
longterm effects but there is already a recommendation
that these drinks should not be used by children or
those with heart arrhythmias. Researchers have called
for caffeine to be reduced and for teens to have limited
access to these drinks. The reasons why energy drinks
are proving popular with teenagers, especially those
depressed, using marijuana or drinking alcohol, are not
clear but might be due to temporary lift of energy, mood
and alertness.
The National Institute for Health Care Excellence
report a large increase in the use of steroids, apparently
by non athletes wishing to improve their physiques
without putting in the effort. CRI, who run needle
exchanges, have seen users in their 21 centres increase
from 290 to 2,161 in three years. HIV tests have proved
positive in 1.5% of cases and there is a greater risk of
viral hepatitis.
Diet and aerobic exercise have been promoted as
issues to fight adolescent obesity but research now
suggests strength building exercises can help reduce such
problems as heart disease and diabetes. Other research on
septuagenarian women suggests that two weekly sessions
of aerobic exercise slows down the onset of dementia.
An eight year study of 100,000 nurses in the USA has
shown that muscle building exercises such as pressups
and weight lifting are linked to a lower risk of diabetes,
apart from the benefits of exercising. The concept of
100,000 nurses doing pressups is awesome.
The US Food & Drugs Administration has warned
against using Mass Destruction, a muscle building
product, after a previously healthy 28 year old suffered
liver failure and required a transplant.
Dentists claim 20% of Olympic competitors had
their training and performances affected by oral health
problems, perhaps by only a small amount when a small
amount matters. Tooth pain can disrupt sleep and can
lead to such problems as type 2 diabetes and heart
problems.
International antidoping bodies want to see blood
and ur ine samples stored for a decade to allow
retrospective testing as testing methods catch up with
drugs being misused. While the deterrent principle
is to be welcomed, it would open a whole legal can
of worms whereby competitors given poorer results
than those to which they were entitled seek redress for
benefits lost, such as awards from sponsors, grant giving
bodies, training opportunities or other benefits which
take the form of payment by results. Furthermore, a
competitor found guilty of having taken some substance
can sometimes trace it back to medication for some
ailment, possible if the issue was a few days earlier but
not years previously. There would also be a dark shadow

Canal art

Art Dredge is
artwork displayed in
Manchester’s Piccadilly
Place. More important
then where it is is where
it isn’t. It is made from
rubbish recovered from
the Rochdale Canal.
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101 things to do with a dead canoe... or, in this case,
quite a few of them.

Show dates

over anyone who could be shown to have taken drugs
which were not banned at the time but have since made
the forbidden list. Those who are not deliberate cheats
need to be protected.
The British Heart Foundation have found that
endurance training is more likely to result in heart
problems in old age although the risk is small. This
is because the training reduces the resting heart rate.
However, the benefits of training outweigh the risks.

Assisting Glasgow volunteers

As part of the volunteering aspect of the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award, pupils from Hutcheson’s Grammar
School, St Alyosius College and Glasgow Academy have
been assisting Glasgow Humane Society, who provide a
lifeboat service on the Clyde. As well as canoeing they
have been learning to row lifeboats to a high standard,
ropework, maintenance, river place names and safety
standards. They have given safety cover on the water and
on Glasgow Green, taken part in rescues, retrieved and
placed lifebelts, removed and reported potential causes
of accidents and learned about GPS. The ever active
George Parsonage is offering to take on other youngsters
working towards their DofE Award.
Something which has come out of lifeguard
competitions repeatedly is that most people are not as
good with a throwline as they would have expected.
GHS offer throwline courses which last about 90
minutes. There is no charge but a donation would be
expected to the charity. It sounds like a win - win
situation.

George Parsonage

Hackney slipway

Watersportsparticipation up

Helped by the warmest summer for six years, 2013
saw the biggest participation in watersports since 2007
according to a BMF survey. Canoeing saw a participation
rate of 1,500,000 adults, 3% of the adult population.

The Telegraph
Outdoor Adventure &
Travel Show will return
to ExCeL on February
12 - 15th and will be
accompanied by a
WhaleFest. New features
will include a Travel
Clinic.
Tidal Lagoon Swansea Bay Ltd have announced plans
for a tidal lagoon behind a 10km U shaped wall
incorporating tidal generators, to cover 11km2 of
Swansea Bay outside Swansea docks and between
the Tawe and Neath estuaries. It would generate
power for 120,000 houses. The proposal was
supported in a survey by 86% of local residents and
is backed by SW Wales AM Peter Black, Friends of
the Earth Cymru, the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust and
the RSPB, who prefer it to a Severn Barrage. Neath
MP Peter Hain still wants an 18km Severn Barrage
instead, to generate 50 times as much power.
TLSB hope to complete the Swansea lagoon by
2018 and see it as the first of at least five around
the coast. Lagoons of this type could be supplying
10% of the UK’s power by 2023, when the next
nuclear plant comes online. Cardiff University have
suggested that a scheme on the north Wales coast
would prevent flooding there and that a scheme
in Bridgwater Bay would address flooding on the
Somerset Levels. The latter would be unlikely to get
permission as the Environment Agency have already
announced plans to flood several square kilometres
of farmland beside the Parrett estuary to create
more mudflats for birds. The Swansea lagoon would
be somewhat similar in appearance to the harbour
built off Port Talbot, further east in Swansea Bay, but
would be much larger and not have any entry point
for boats. Watersports facilities are proposed for
smaller craft.

Winter
temperatures in
Snowdonia

The Kelpies, the world’s largest equine statues, have
been completed. They rock to displace water and
operate lockage onto a new section of the Forth
& Clyde Canal which follows the bank of the River
Carron towards Grangemouth, replacing a section of
canal lost for many years.
mitten crabs have damaged canal banks by excavating.
Oyster farmers and marina operators are amongst
those allowing settlement panels to be installed, which
Natural Resources Wales hope will give early warning
and a chance to look for invaders before they become
established.
The panels are also being used on buoys offshore
elsewhere in the British Isles for the same purpose.

Ministers visit outdoor centres

Welsh Minister for Culture & Sport John Griffiths
paid a visit to Urdd Glan-llyn on the shore of Llyn Tegid
at Bala. The centre, which has had a £440,000 Welsh
Government grant to improve facilities, employs over
50 people locally and is visited by 13,000 people every
year. He said ‘Encouraging our youngsters to be more
physically active is vital if we are to succeed in making
Wales a healthier nation.

We have been claiming 2,000,000 total, compared with
the BC union’s figure of 1,000,000 which makes the
proportion taking out their membership seem higher.
The total for all boating was 3,500,000 or, if swimming
or using beaches and cliffs was included, 14,100,000
adults, 29% of the adult population, 6% up on the
previous year.
RNLI rescues were up 1.4% in 2013 with 8,304
launches, manual leisure craft launches up 3%. The
busiest coastal station was Southend.
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A bonded warehouse
has been fined £12,000
for spilling 5m3 of 67%
strength whisky spirit
into the River Ayr,
catching another 1.6m3
in the bund around a
tank. I suspect tears
were shed in various
places and Burns would
have waxed lyrical
about it.
In answer to a
parliamentary question
the Government stated
that no white sharks
have been seen around
the UK.

Fundraisers

Alien early warning system

Too much plastic waste? It has already been made
into fleece jackets and garden seats so a canoe
should be no problem. This one was in Argentina.

Whisky in
the Ayr

No sharks

Bangor University’s School of Ocean Sciences is
undertaking a study until March 2015 to try to detect
non native invasive species introduced to north Wales
by recreational and other craft. Most are harmless but
such species as slipper limpets, Chinese mitten crabs
and carpet sea squirts have been able to outcompete
local species like mussels, oysters and crabs and the

Fifty years on from the first Noguera Pallaresa
Rally at Sort, often known as the Lerida Rally by
participants, the Spanish have run an exhibition
to recall highlights. We attended in 1970 as a
contingent of Aberdeen students, by which time the
event was well established with groups from all over
Europe, including several British clubs. The event
used to be filmed by television and there were plenty
of receptions where participants were plied with
sangria before being sent off to paddle hairy water
in the sunshine.

NRW and the BMC
have established
a Welsh Winter
Conditions Information
Service pilot to give live
information on ground
and air temperatures
in Snowdonia. The
remotely sensed
information is intended
for winter climbers but
some might be useful for
paddlers.

I’m a lumberjack and I’m OK. The man at the top of
this tree in Kingswear cuts off large pieces of timber
with his chainsaw. The one on the ground uses his
canoe to round up any which fall in the sea, having
stepped aside deftly as they fly past.
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The James Whale
Fund for Kidney Cancer
ran a challenge paddling
from Glasgow to
Edinburgh in October on
the Forth & Clyde and
Union Canals. The event
was to raise funds for
Kidney Cancer Scotland.
The National Maritime
Museum Cornwall is
running a search and
rescue exhibition until
the end of February.
A donations box
placed with it has
raised over £10,000,
to be shared between
charities associated
with the RNLI, Royal
Navy, RAF, National
Coastwatch Institution,
HM Coastguard
and Cornwall Air
Ambulance.
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Reshuffle

Polish exhibition

Delphinium takes the
edge off the appetite
of biting insects,
apparently. You may
wish to take a vase of
them on your trips.

Railway
problems close
canal at Falkirk

Railway tunnel
reconstruction under
the Forth & Clyde
Canal west of Falkirk
was expected to close
the canal until 27th
March. The day the
announcement was
made, one of the worst
railway landslides of
the year blocked the
tunnelmouth with 8m
of debris, which could
affect the timing.

The most used picture for the HS2 scheme is of a
canal crossing. At a lecture at Bath University by
John Castle, who claimed to be a central figure in
route selection, Paddlers International challenged
him on the unresolved issues of crossings of canals
under restoration or possibly for future restoration.
He expressed surprise, said he thought the
outstanding issues had been resolved and claimed
that H2S had been working closely and cooperatively
with CRT. He seems not to have been correct as
continuing concern has resulted in a route change
near Lichfield and potential crossing points still need
to be secured. The Government have accepted a
revised line for HS2 between Fradley Junction and
Woodend, proposed by the CRT and IWA. They used
Hyder Consulting (UK) to produce a new alignment
with less crossings of this popular section of the
Trent & Mersey Canal. Reduced embankment heights
would reduce noise and visual intrusion and save
substantial costs. There other points along the route
where crossings of live or unrestored canals need to
be addressed.

Canal winter
stoppages

The CRT try to do as
much of their major
work as possible in
the winter when there
are less craft about to
be inconvenienced.
While canoeists can
often portage past
obstructions, it can be a
drag if a long section has
been dewatered. The list
of planned stoppages is
at https://canalrivertrust.
org.uk/notices/winter

Canal user
attitudes

The CRT have
launched the Boat
Owner Attitude Tracker
survey to get the
feelings and thoughts
of customers. Three
times a year a research
agency will survey
1,000 randomly selected
users from the CRT’s
boat licensing database.
Presumably this will
exclude those who buy
licences through the BC
union, the majority of
whose members do not
use the canals anyway.
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Joe Rutland

Loss of insect
appetite

Lynn Pegler

The latest Cabinet
reshuffle saw
Environment Secretary
Owen Paterson being
shown the door. He has
been replaced by 38
year old Liz Truss, who
entered the Commons in
2010 and was Education
Minister.

Joe Rutland set up Rutland Pedalcraft, his first model
being the Tandem, an open canoe with two users
facing each other and pedalling a central unit, which
drives the boat along at a comfortable 6km/h. He
has been using it to take 360˚ panoramas along the
waterways of the Broads, intending to put views of
190km of navigable waterways online at Broadsview.
‘Residential centres such as Glan-llyn offer a variety
of activities and valuable experiences for children
and young people, activities that they may never have
considered previously, which they can then pursue after
their time here.’
Outdoor activity tourism is worth £481,000,000 to
the Welsh economy and supports 8,243 jobs according
to Welsh Government figures, accounting for 10% of the
entire Welsh tourism economy. Over half of businesses
surveyed thought there had been a marked increase of
awareness of outdoor activities over the previous three
years.
In a summit at Glenmore Lodge, Youth Employment
Minister Angela Constance called for young people to
consider careers as guides or instructors in adventure
tourism. The sector is worth £759,000,000 per year
to the Scottish economy, which promotes outdoor
adventure positively. The event highlighted support
available to businesses looking to take on young people.
The Scottish Government offers a guaranteed place in
education or training to all 16 to 19 year olds, 25,000
modern apprenticeships created every year and a range
of support for graduates. In return, it was obvious in the
referendum that young people in Scotland are far more
engaged with politics than they are in the rest of the UK.

A short length of the northern reaches of the
Lancaster Canal was reprofiled in August as part of
restoration back to the basin in Kendal.

SCOOP
The One Star Test requires candidates to demonstrate
the ability to get in and out of the boat. The BC union
are to reasses how this is done.

It pays to check roofrack straps carefully. These three
Boeing 737 fuselages fell off a train into the Clark
Fork River at Superior, Montana, on their way from
Kansas to Washington for assembly. You would not
have wanted to fill in the insurance claim form.

They need something as meaty as this canoe rack on
a narrowboat in London’s Paddington Basin.
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‘Are you sure that satnav is correct?’ Actually, the
Teesside White Water Course now has a carwash to
raise some extra revenue. When not needed for this
it can be used for swiftwater rescue training.

Welsh lifeboat upgrades

Swansea lifeboat crews have moved into their new
boathouse at Mumbles. On the north coast, the new
lifeboat station at Porthdinllaen, reached across a golf
course, is completed and work has begun on a new
station at Moelfre on Anglesey. Work is also planned for
St Justinian, facing Ramsey Island. In addition, Moelfre
has one of four new boats located on the Welsh coast.
The RNLI, funded by charity donations, has invested
£54,000,000 in its service in Wales in 2012 and 2013.

Rescue VAT

In the budget it was announced that VAT would be
removed from lifeboat fuel. The RNLI told Canoeist
they do not pay VAT on lifeboat fuel although they do
on lifeboat stations, flood rescue teams and lifeguards.
However, other emergency service charities do pay fuel
VAT. Could the Chancellor have confused ‘inshore’
with ‘inland’? LIBOR fine money is to be used for
emergency services charities and inheritance tax is to be
waived for staff who die in service. BMF CEO Howard
Pridding regretted the lack of support for boating
tourism in the budget.

Perurena elected IWGA president

ICF president José Perurena has been elected president
of the International World Games Association. He
wants to see the International World Games with more
media coverage, to become more important than world
championships and to see more canoeing disciplines
in the Olympics, mentioning polo and freestyle as
examples. He said ‘60 or 65% of canoeing activity is
not in the Olympic disciplines.’ Presumably he meant
‘competition canoeing activity’. Perhaps he should have
said ‘99.8% of canoeing activity is not in the Olympic
disciplines.’ Was it a careless slip that should not have
been made by the ICF president or does the ICF

The world’s largest canoe paddle is at Parson in
British Columbia. A single blade, it has over 800
veneers laminated on an 18m cedar pole and weighs
some 6t. Mark Teasedale built it to advertise his
Columbia Wetlands Adventures.

A flotilla of small boats turned out to celebrate the
reopening of Sutton Weaver swing bridge, carrying
the A56, after a major refit. In fact, the bridge
is high enough for small craft not to have been
stopped by the work, which has taken more than a
year.
consider it does not have any relevance to recreational
canoeing? Certainly the ICF touring calendar no
longer appears. In the ICF’s magazine Canoe Planet it is
surprising how many pictures feature people with raised
fists or other triumphalism, something not relevant to
the paddling of most canoeists.

Tide texts

The Broads Authority have been trying out a system
whereby sending the text message ‘tide’ to 60777 will
give low water slack times at Great Yarmouth Yacht
Station and time of sunset for two successive days. The
information is primarily of importance to powered craft
negotiating Breydon Water and low bridges but will also
help paddlers wanting to make best use of the currents
between the Yare and the Bure while avoiding the mud.
An alternative is to work from tide tables, slack being
about an hour after low water.

A birthday of dreams

De Aston School pupil Victoria Pritchard admitted she
received the best birthday present for which she could
have asked after being given a rafting masterclass by
Olympic champions Tim Baillie and Etienne Stott.
Pritchard was at the National Water Sports Centre
in Nottingham as a group of De Aston School pupils
enjoyed a white water rafting session.
They were awarded the day out after successfully
fulfilling a Get Set to Make a Change pledge to
encourage, promote, inspire and motivate their
community by running projects to include everyone.
On hand to lend some expert advice were Baillie
and Stott. Pritchard, who turned 18 on the day, insisted
it was a birthday of dreams with her hard efforts being
rewarded in the best possible way.
‘Everyone really enjoyed it even though it was pretty
physically challenging.
‘We did quite a few Get Set to Make a Change
pledges.
‘It was really good and we got a lot out of it, too,
because it brings a sense of fulfillment to your life and to
get this amazing prize off the back of it and to meet two
Olympic champions was great too.’
The Get Set to Make a Change programme inspired
almost 5,000 teenagers through 23 roadshows in 12 cities
across the UK last year, encouraging them to deliver
pledges of support to their community.
Baillie was more than happy to put Pritchard and De
Aston School through their paces in order to pay them
back for their efforts.
‘It was cool to help De Aston School out after all the
hard work they put in with their Get Set to Make a
Change pledge and they seemed to have fun which was
the main thing,’ Baillie said.
‘They had done some really good voluntary work and
off the back of it they won this prize and white water
rafting is a great way to get started in the sport because it
is fun and easily accessible.’
Through GSTMC the British Olympic Foundation,
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The 16th Boatshow
will take place in Lódz
over Nov 14 - 16th. The
sailing and watersports
fair will include kayaks
and there will be various
seminars during the
show. Last year there
were 11,000 visitors
from a dozen European
countries.

Dispute free
canals

In 2013 the CRT
undertook 261 works
which required
consent from English
Heritage, Cadw or local
authorities because
they involved listed or
scheduled structures.
There was not a single
compliance issue. In
addition there were
many works undertaken
on structures which
were not subject to
clearance.

Towpaths are
free

Access to CRT
canal towpaths is free,
including for cyclists.
This is specified in the
CRT’s contract with the
Government. Scottish
Canals have seen
towpath users quadruple
in eight years. I have
noticed that people of
oriental origin, although
rarely boat users, are
making increasing use of
towpaths for jogging and
other exercising.

Muscular
dystrophy tour
permitted this
time

Llangollen Anglers
refused to permit a tour
to raise £10,000 for
muscular dystrophy in
2013 but, following bad
publicity, they permitted
it this year. The event
involved trips up the
Dee valley to Carrog or
Glyndyfrydwy for boats
and paddlers by steam
train before paddling
back to Llangollen.
A chance to drive the
train was auctioned.
Other draws included
the Spikedrivers playing
blues on the platform,
a vintage canoe
exhibition, a lecture,
Llangollen Food Festival
and a real ale train for
the £60 ticket.
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Jim Smith has used
a 3D printer to make a
kayak. In 28 sections,
the 5.1m kayak used
26kg of ABS plastic and
3kg of screws to hold
them together. Cost
was about $500 and it
took 42 days to print.
No claims are made for
great performance, just
that it floats, but it is
colourful, reminiscent of
a stripy ice lolly.

Chain Bridge to
be restored

For years the Chain
Bridge across the Dee
was a place to watch
Serpent’s Tail slaloms (or
to get from the hotel to
the station). For many
more years it has been
closed as unsafe, its
treads hanging off. Now
this important structure
is to be restored. The
museum in Llangollen
have put together a
feature on it, including
some of the activity
which has gone on
around and under it,
not least the cardboard
canoe events.

Montgomery
Canal towpath
improvements

A 23km section
of the Montgomery
Canal towpath
has been surfaced
between Newtown
and Welshpool, much
of it beside restored
canal. Another 2km
section between Four
Crosses and Carreghofa
should be completed in
December. As well as
the surfacing, several
canoe access points will
be provided. These take
the form of a hard edge,
a rubber mat to protect
boats and a timber grab
rail.

This portage point on
the Monmouthshire &
Brecon Canal takes the
form of a post for those
who cannot see Ashford
Tunnel just beyond it.
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Garry Bowden

3D kayak print

Victoria Pritchard (in red scarf) with Tim Baillie (left)
and Etinenne Stott (right).
in conjunction with the British Paralympic Association,
is using the spirit of the London Games to re-inspire
young people across the UK. The project is being
supported by a £2,500,000 grant from the Big Lottery
Fund’s Keeping the Spirit of 2012 Alive campaign.

Ben Baker

Unexpected funding
for Broads trust

The Nancy Oldfield Trust was set up to allow
disadvantaged inner city children to experience the
Broads with canoeing as one of the activities on offer.
The Neatishead complex has celebrated its 30th
anniversary with £190,000 worth of improvements
following two unexpected legacies. The boat
maintenance garage has been converted to a large
classroom, meeting area, kitchen, toilet, offices and
lifejacket store. The ten bed bungalow is now fully
accessible with larger bedrooms, all with showers,
new lounge, improved dining area and kitchen where
hob and sink lower to wheelchair level. The carpark
and walkway to the dyke have been resurfaced and
the landing stage has been reboarded to be easier for
wheelchairs. Two heavy duty support boats have been
acquired, their bow door ramps helping wheelchair
access and rescue work.

New national
coastguard centre opens

The Maritime & Coastguard Agency have opened
their new National Maritime Operations Centre near
Fareham. Solent Coastguard have already moved in,
with Portland Coastguard to follow, many of the staff
relocating here. The current complement of 47 will
increase to 96 by the end of next year. Staff have been
undergoing extensive training and exercises and the
centre has state of the art facilities.
The Search & Rescue Co-ordination Centre at
Falmouth has been upgraded and will now be known as
a Coast Guard Operations Centre. It will be connected

to the NMOC and to ten other CGOCs around the
country, taking over the work of Brixham, one of the
rescue centres to close. The Brixham manager has moved
to the national centre and some staff have moved to
other centres.
The linking with other CGOCs allows them to cover
for each other when they do not have enough staff.
The new centre will work with the ten others around
the country to share workload. The MCA say there will
be no reduction in lifeboats, helicopters or coastguard
rescue teams. However, concern remains in the boating
community that reduction in the number of centres
is resulting in loss of local knowledge of places and
conditions, potentially critical in emergency situations.
Work on the closures and other changes to the service
should be completed by the end of next year.
In a Government Written Answer, DTp Under
Secretary Stephen Hammond gave figures for times
when staffing of Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres
fell below risk assessed levels. In response to questions
from Katy Clark (Lab, N Ayrshire & Arran) he said that
Belfast and Stornoway had each fallen below the level
five times in 56 shifts in February and that Liverpool had
been short staffed 11 times in that period. He indicated
that when this happens there is a pairing arrangement
whereby adjacent centres cover for each other.

Knife crime?

The Tories wanted an automatic 6 months jail
sentence for anyone convicted twice of carrying a knife.
Deputy PM Nick Clegg disagreed and wanted judges
to consider the circumstances. Are those who carry
knives in watersports in order to cut lines in emergencies
to be treated as collateral damage, as they were when
the Home Office effectively banned the safest rescue
flares? It seems there is scope for common sense. The
Government’s website says ‘A court will decide if you’ve
got a good reason to carry a knife if you’re charged with
carrying it illegally.’ You just have to hope that saving
lives is seen as a good reason.

Sky lantern incidents

Gordon Marsden (Lab, Blackpool S) has asked about
the impact of sky lanterns on the work of the Maritime
& Coastguard Agency. In a Written Answer, Secretary
of State for Transport John Hayes responded that there
were 129 incidents in 2013. The problem peaked in
2010 and is now declining. Most manufacturers now
provide package warnings not to release these lanterns
in the marine environment and for users to warn the
emergency services in advance if they do so. Coastguards
have revised instructions on how to question members
of the public who report lights in the sky.
There is no evidence of problems being caused by
helium balloons and there are no plans for legislation.

Canoeing continues to be used in advertising, here for Mono Beany drains, Jupiter investments and ice
creams from a boat on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal at Saltaire.
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Percy
Blandford
1912 - 2014
There can be few people in canoeing
who have not heard the initials PBK, the
world’s most successful range of canoe
designs.
It was as a 17 year old Scout attending the
World Jamboree in Birkenhead that Percy
Blandford first became seriously acquainted
with kayaks. The Hungarian contingent had
brought over some canvas models. Percy
was not the only person to be impressed. A
British Scout Kayak design quickly appeared and Percy built one. It was
a colossal barge, however, so he made another to his own design.
The following year he launched into his professional writing career,
selling his first article for 25p. It was to be another five years before his
first American article but, after that, he never looked back.
He moved from Bristol to Wembley in 1938, returning home a few
months later to marry Ivy. They spent their honeymoon making the trip
to London with a kayak journey down the Thames from Lechlade to
Fulham.
The war was looming, however, and, being a small boat enthusiast,
he volunteered for the Royal Navy. Inevitably, he was drafted into the
RAF in 1940. In the last few weeks waiting for his callup he spent the
evenings in a bomb shelter in Wembley, writing his first book, a text
on making nets. Once in the RAF he was surprised to find it was the
standard work for making camouflage netting and was to remain in
print.
Peace returned Percy to his bombed house. It was a time of shortages
and rationing, timber, canvas, waterproof glue and plywood all being
hard to obtain. His first design, the PBK11, was only 3.4m long in order
to use pieces of salvaged timber and its ends were rudimentary in order
that the window blind he was using to cover the kayak could be folded
round the ends without having to make cuts which would have needed
glue. He wrote an article on the design for Canoe & Small Boat and was
met by an overwhelming demand for plans, getting into trouble with
the GPO for blocking up the local postbox.
As marine ply, longer wood and better covering material became
available he produced the more attractive PBK10 which he published
in the Boy’s Own Paper, again with a dramatic response. In the couple
of years after the war he sold about a thousand plans for canoes. About
90% of the paddlers in the post war years were using his designs and
he had a market share never achieved by anyone else in the history
of canoeing. In 1947 he ran a Scout cruise with all kit carried in the
kayaks, not being ferried between base camps for them as it might be
today. It was intended to celebrate the end of the war but he ended up
running it for 18 years, the largest drawing 140 participants to the River
Severn. As recently as post war years there were no access problems.
The cruises came to an end with the advent of glassfibre and growing
interest in competitive canoeing.
Although the range of designs use the PBK initials he was shouted
down by some of the authorities of the day, particularly Richmond
Canoe Club, on what he called his craft and was obliged to use the term
‘canoe’ to describe all his canoes and kayaks. It was this dispute which
resulted in the British idiosyncrasy of confusing canoes and kayaks and
confusing Americans.
While running Sea Scouts in Wembley, Percy became involved in a
bet with Rover Scouts in Devizes which resulted in their paddling to
Westminster over Easter 1948. Chippenham Scouts lowered the time
from 90 hours to under 72 at Whitsun. The following Easter, 20 crews
gathered at Devizes to compete for a £1.75 trophy. In 1948 Richmond
lowered the time to under 50 hours but Alperton Sea Scouts pulled out
when one of their party was taken ill. Percy was to represent the Scouts
on the race committee for two decades.
The 1948 Olympic Games had a canoe sprint regatta on the Thames
at Henley. Percy was a timekeeper, a far cry from today’s electronic
timing. There was not a single racing K1 built in Britain at the time,
imported Swedish kayaks being used, so Percy designed the PBKR1
with Jicwoods making up to a dozen for use in training.
BBC radio was the alternative to newspapers in 1950 and Percy was
approached to make five quarter hour programmes. These described a
canoe camping trip on the Ure and Ouse. At least, it began as a camping
trip but after a couple of nights under canvas the BBC had had enough

and took them off to comfortable hotels for the remaining nights. The
programmes were scheduled opposite The Archers so audience figures
were probably not too high.
As vice president of the Canoe-Camping Club Percy regretted that
a lot of canoeing was taking place in pools by people who thought that
was the end of it.
After the war he went back to teaching but he was making more
money from writing and selling plans and it was not too long before
he dropped the teaching. In 1951 he moved to Newbold-on-Stour
where he had the river at the end of the lane, a large office and a garage
sized workshop. The latter was used to build over a hundred prototypes
of kayaks, canoes and other craft right up to a cruiser which was wide
enough to require Percy to make his own short handled screwdrivers to
be able to work between its sides and the walls of the workshop. What
became the art shop on the other side of the main road was his printing
works. He sold hundreds of thousands of plans for all types of boat,
half of them kayaks, some designs running over 10,000 copies. Percy
thought glassfibre would end the business but he was wrong and steady
interest continued, particularly with orders from America. His designs
made Ottersports, who prepared kits to build them.
Meanwhile, he was running Sea Scouts in Warwickshire and taking
courses for novices at centres such as Longridge. Mostly, however,
he was writing, thousands of articles and books running into three
figures, predominantly in America. While many are on boating, he
also covered furniture, travel and, particularly, metal and woodwork.
He and Ivy spent years on visits to the USA, taking in nearly all of the
states. Around the world, a library leaves a bit to be desired if it cannot
produce any of Percy’s titles.
Nobody in the world has sold more plans than Percy and, quite
simply, nobody has made a more important contribution to British
canoeing.

Tony Rackham
Tony Rackham has died after many years taking part in and
organizing canoeing. He was much involved with the St Albans polo
team and also with slaloms, running events at Sharnbrook and Dobbs
Weir, plus some river and sea paddling. His children have competed and
his grandson is now doing the same. Tony will be remembered for his
gentle approach to getting things done efficiently.

Randal Cousins

We were saddened to hear of the death of Randal Cousins just days
after we published his article on teaching canoeing in Moldova in the
last issue. His involvement with canoe coaching goes back many years
with Christian training schemes a particular interest.

Sue Townsend

Author Sue Townsend has died after a long illness. A household name
for her Adrian Mole books, she was familiar with the canoeing world as
the wife of Colin Broadway of Mobile Adventure. Several years ago she
was kind enough to judge a writing competition for Canoeist.

Stephanie Kwolek

Stephanie Kwolek worked for Dupont. In 1965 she invented Kevlar,
a material with far greater tensile strength than glassfibre for its light
weight, quickly adopted by canoe manufacturers for use in competition
kayaks. Its many other uses include bulletproof vests.
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Group trial

Groups using the
Dee in Aberdeenshire
have been asked to
inform the Dee District
Salmon Fishery Board
in advance as an
experiment this year. The
results have yet to be
assessed.

Aggressive
Cam swan

A swan on the Cam in
Cambridge has attacked
a canoeist as well as
a swimmer, rowers
and punters. His father
was also known for his
aggressive behaviour.

Preventing
poaching

Because poachers
ignore ‘no fishing’
notices, Swindon
Borough Council have
had removed from a
restored section of the
Wilts & Berks Canal
over 1t of fish... better
to pay contractors to
remove the fish than
have poachers do so for
nothing.

Beaver away

Defra are to
capture and rehome a
population of beavers
which are living wild
in Devon. There are no
plans to cull them.

Clydach
fish pass

NRW have built a fish
pass on the Clydach
River near Swansea to
open up a further 20km
for salmon, sea trout,
eels and anglers. Fish
passes have opened up
1,500km more river for
anglers while no action
has been taken at all to
assist boat users.

MMO begin to show their hand

The first round of MCZs saw them spread from the
Aln Estuary to the Cumbria coast via the Isles of Scilly.
The largest inshore zone will be the Blackwater, Crouch,
Roach & Colne estuaries, covering 284km 2 and the
entire coastline from Clacton to Foulness Point including
Colchester, Maldon, Wickford and Rochford.
Following a meeting between Defra and selected
stakeholders, the RYA announced that a second tranche
of 37 MCZs would be designated around the English
coast. Of these 22 would be inshore and the rest
offshore, the inshore areas including the coasts around
Northumberland, Holderness, Norfolk, Sheppey, the
Dover Strait, the Isle of Wight, Studland Bay, Mount’s
Bay, Land’s End, Newquay, north Devon and Allonby.
They will be put forward for public consultation with
designation proposed for 2015. For this second batch
the consultation will include management measures, the
restrictions to be placed on users by Defra. This has been
the subject of ongoing concern expressed by many users,
including the RYA.
Defra proposed to hold a series of meetings to discuss
what these measures should be. The BMF told Canoeist
that their head of external relations was to attend all of
these meetings to represent the varied interests of their
members.
The outcomes will be enforced legally so it will
be vital for all interests to ensure they are adequately
represented.
The Marine Management Organisation issued a
Strategic Management Table which finally began to
reveal the measures to which various marine interests
will be subjected although most areas are still marked
as being in the course of evidence gathering. Action
is being taken against jet skis in Morecambe Bay. Kite
surfers are being restricted or banned here and in the
Ribble, Alt and Dee estuaries, on Breydon Water, on
the Cleveland coast and at Teesmouth. Poole Harbour
is subject to widespread zoning of activities. Anchoring
is being restricted around the Thanet coast. Boating is
being kept under annual review here, in Sandwich Bay,
in all the natural inlets from Chichester Harbour to
Southampton Water and in the Solent. Boating is also

under annual review from Benfleet to Southend, from
Easton Bavents to Benacre, in the Stour, Orwell, Deben
and Ore/Alde estuaries, along the north Norfolk coast,
in the Wash to Gibraltar Point, around Coquet island
and from Lindisfarne to Berwickshire. Elsewhere, beach
closures could affect those wishing to launch or land
kayaks. The table was still in its early stages but indicating
what wildlife interests it was intended to promote.
This contrasts with Scotland where the detailed
requirements have been announced and offered for
public consultation.
There is no news at this stage on the Reference Areas,
expected to produce considerable public outcry.
A third tranche will be announced in 2016/17,
bringing the total for English waters up to 30,000km2, an
area the size of Belgium.
The Marine Management Organisation has published
the first pair of Marine Plans, for East Offshore and East
Inshore, Flamborough Head to Felixstowe. The inshore
plans include tidal rivers stretching far inland, reaching
almost to York and Newark.
The 193 page document has tourism and recreation
as its final topic but does not give details, only policies. A
map shows RYA cruising and racing areas, which cover
almost all this coastline, and a cobweb of their cruising
routes spreads out into the offshore area. The report says
‘The recreational boating industry alone was estimated
to contribute £1.042 billion to the UK economy in
2009/10 with tourism one of the top three national
growth sectors.’
The ‘precautionary principle requires a balancing
exercise... and then employ management measures that
are proportionate to the activity in question and the
level of plausible risk.’ This seems a step away from
the interpretation which has been used elsewhere that
the precautionary principle must always be tipped in
favour of the assumed interests of wildlife. Again, it leaves
everything open to interpretation with no detail at this
stage.
The plans are available at www.marinemanagement.
org.uk/marineplanning/areas/east_plans.htm. These
plans will set the tone for other areas to follow.
The south coast from Folkestone to the Dart is the
next area after the East Plan to be addressed by Marine

Offshore
energy study

The Irish - Scottish
Links on Energy Study is
intended to accelerate
the use of offshore
renewable power in the
waters between Scotland
and Ireland. The ISLES
document is available at
http://www.islesproject.
eu/wp-content/
uploads/2014/09/
scoping-report-final-lowres.pdf and responses
are required by Nov 7th.
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Management Organisation planning. Reports included
an economic baseline assessment, coverage of social
impacts of a range of marine activities and a compilation
of spatial data relating to marine recreation activities.
Some incredibly detailed maps were included, such as the
cruising routes of Tollesbury Mudclub, the waters visited
by Bembridge Angling Club and the sites dived by
Wight Dolphins Sub Aqua Club, but the overall picture
was of a dearth of information, little confidence in what
data did exist and great uncertainty over the future.
Some data had been collected as hearsay at meetings.
The growth of marine recreation over the next 20
years was put at 0% because of a lack of information to
suggest anything else, the same approach as was taken
for fisheries, aquaculture and coastal tourism. Marine
recreation was put at 5% of marine GVA for 2013/14,
compared with 39% for coastal tourism, 30% for ports
and 21% for shipping in a diagram which excluded
coastal protection, military defence, telecoms and
renewables because of inadequate data.
Var ious Special Protection Areas around the
Pembrokeshire and Gwynedd coasts are being extended
out to sea because such seabirds as puffins, razorbills,
guillemots and Manx shearwaters feed, preen and rest
in them before and during the breeding season. A Welsh
Government spokesman told ISKA that existing human
activities would not be prohibited in these waters,
unlike other parts of the coast, such as around Skomer.
There are to be no inshore Welsh Marine Conservation
Zones ‘at the moment’, unlike those around England, so
restrictions are likely to be of less concern to boaters but
they cannot be ignored.
Following four drop in sessions around the Welsh
Coast, the Welsh Government held a Marine Planning
workshop in Cardiff on October 30th. Some 40
delegates attended, including delegates from the RYA,
Welsh Sailing, BMF Wales, the British Sub Aqua Club
and the International Sea Kayak Association among the
wider interests with, of course, environmentalists but a
surprising lack of sea anglers.
The morning session saw presentations, particularly
about the Welsh Government portal, a web facility in
the form of a map with many layers of information
which can be switched on and off. More information
is needed to plug gaps in the available knowledge
although there was debate on the wisdom of
supplying this. Stakeholders are encouraged to view
the portal. It is not easy to find but on the Welsh
Government website at http://lle.wales.gov.uk/apps/
marineportal/#lat=52.5129&lon=-3.9139&z=8.
In the afternoon delegates were asked for their views
on the Sustainability Appraisal, which will be balanced.
The subsequent Marine Plan is a legal requirement
imposed by the EU and is less likely to take a balanced
view although delegates often asked for this.
The Welsh Government needs feedback by November
10th from the vast range of stakeholders who will be
affected. The promoters of the first scheme in England,
the East Plan, say they wish they had consulted
stakeholders very much earlier.
Once the Marine Plan has been prepared it will be
offered for 12 weeks of public consultation between June
and August next year, after the general election, and will
be adopted in December 2015 or early 2016.
A map in Scotland’s National Marine Plan includes
a great deal of information in considerable detail and
a marine atlas of nearly 200 pages can be downloaded.
Recreational boating is included as one of its many
topics, although not generally seen as having a significant
impact on wildlife.
At Westminster at the end of October Annette
Brooke (LD, Mid Dorset & N Poole) asked about
Marine Protected Areas, which she supports. Efra Under
Secretary of State George Eustice said that, following
the original 27 original Marine Conservation Zones,
there will be a consultation in the new year on a second
tranche of 37 candidate areas. A third tranche will be

promoted in 2016. Much research work has been done
this summer and £10m spent to produce evidence to
support these schemes. Andrew Turner (C, Isle of Wight)
expressed concern that Marine Protected Areas could
interfere with ferries, the only way for the public to
reach his island.
Mark Garnier (C, Wyre Forest) asked about cleaning
beaches and rivers, including smaller ones. Efra Secretary
of State Liz Truss replied that bathing beaches are cleaner
than ever before with 98% meeting EU requirements.
Rivers have less sewage pollution with phosphates to
be reduced by a fifth and ammonia by a sixth next year.
This Government has cleaned up 16,000km of river, she
said. In answer to his specific questions she suggested
the Severn and the Stour were highly valued for their
recreation.
In answer to Tim Farron in July George Eustice said
that 9.4% of the UK’s seas were now designated as
Marine Protected Areas.

Anglers say they will finally
present their evidence

It has been a decade since Douglas Caffyn presented
the results of his access studies, work which earned
him higher law degrees from two universities. He
challenged anyone to fault his work, which nobody
has done. Among those invited was the Angling Trust.
This August they said they were going to do so and
demanded that the BC union and its subsidiaries take
down access material from their websites prior to the
AT case being offered. The AT accuse Canoe England of
running an ‘aggressive right-to-paddle campaign’ since
2006 although they don’t say how this has reached the
great majority of the canoeing public. They also talk of
Douglas Caffyn as a ‘vitriolic campaigner’. We must wait
with baited breath to see if the AT are able to produce
the evidence they have been unwilling or unable to
produce for the last decade... Two or three months later
we are still waiting.
Meanwhile, Douglas Caffyn and Mark Lloyds
appeared on the BBC’s One Show in September, putting
the problem from rather different perspectives, Douglas
apparently presenting a much more reasonable case to
the unbiased viewer.
The AT have called on the Government to withdraw
the BC union’s grant for promoting ‘trespass’. AT chief
executive Mark Lloyds says they ‘are quite willing to
share rivers with others,’ something they had generally
refused even to discuss over many decades.

Our navigable brooks

This verse by Charles Cotton draws attention to the
relative navigability of our smallest streams, navigation
being considered for commercial craft in the 17th
century. Ironically, it is part of a poem in praise of Izaak
Walton. Not a lot of anglers know that.
Whilst from the most tempest’ous Nooks
The chillest Blasts our peace invade.
And by great Rains our smallest Brooks
Are almost navigable made;

Tryweryn charges instituted

Paddlers are now being charged £14 per person per
day to use the Tryweryn, half price for members of the
BC union or its subsidiaries if they book in advance.
CW have subsidised the cost of running the centre since
2008 but can no longer balance the books. This sets a
precedent which will not be ignored by others. The cost
includes use of the centre, parking and shuttle buses on
some days. While it is quite acceptable to charge for these
added benefits it is worrying that a charge should be
made for being on the water itself, even if this is released
water.
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More of the
same fine mess,
Stanley

Stanley continues
to be Scotland’s main
access problem.
The carpark is open
to pedestrians but
closed to vehicles, to
the inconvenience of
canoeists, rafters and
local residents. There
is also no turning
circle for those with
trailers. Any problems
should be reported to
Perth & Kinross Roads
Department.

Pedestrians only

Barbed wire fences
have been set up across
the track normally used
to launch onto the Leny.
However, a footpath has
been established past
them from the lay by.
Atholl Estates say they
welcome paddlers but
not their vehicles. The
Glen Tilt carpark has to
be used, then portage.

Kelvin slip
sliding

The slipway onto
the Clyde at the Kelvin
confluence has been
used by paddlers as
a result of an annual
payment of £40
by Glasgow Kayak
Club. Kelvin Harbour
Authority are now
wanting to push the fee
up to £100, to ban night
paddling and to require
advanced notification,
even by those taking
out at the end of a WW
descent of the Kelvin.

New Waterways
Minister

Dan Rogerson (LD,
N Cornwall) has been
appointed Waterways
Minister. Paddlers
International contacted
him with a view to
picking up where his
predecessor, Richard
Benyon, left off but have
yet to receive a reply.
In practice, there seems
little point in getting
excited this side of next
year’s general election,
when much will change.
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Fluctuating
temperatures
increase
malaria risk

Researchers have
reported that fluctuating
temperatures are
resulting in the spread
of malaria to new
areas in warmer years.
Countries such as
Columbia and Ethiopia,
which benefit from
cooler temperatures at
altitude, see an increase
in the disease when
temperatures rise. The
WHO say there were
207,000,000 cases
of malaria in 2012,
resulting in 627,000
deaths, mostly among
African children.

Freight
priority routes

CRT designations of
freight priority routes
follows past statements
by BW staff, particularly
in the northeast of
England, that freight is
not compatible with
smaller users, such as
canoeists, subsequently
contradicted by BW.
Paddlers International
has called for CRT
announcements to
make clear that any
development of freight,
which we support, will
not push out existing
users.

Scottish seal
legislation

The Welsh Government were due to publish a Green
Paper on access in April but this has now been put
back until next May. John Watkins, Head of Outdoor
Recreation Policy, who was in charge of the work, has
been moved to take charge of bees, something which
cannot be seen as promotion. Once again we are seeing
Welsh access issues being kicked into the long grass
by the same politicians who ask us to trust them over
marine areas.
Meanwhile, the British Mountaineering Council
have launched Wales Access Law: Extend & Simplify to
promote the use of Wales for those on foot.

New hydro schemes

A hydroelectric scheme has been proposed by RWE
to pipe water past the Conwy’s Fairy Glen, returning
it to the river at the confluence with the Lledr. In
order to increase the head a 2m dam would be built
upstream, drowning out more rapids. Only 5MW would
be produced at peak operation. Paddling would only be
possible on the remaining rapids for 58% of the time.
A revised hydro scheme has been put forward for
the River Braan, far more acceptable than the previous
contentious scheme and unlikely to affect the quality of
paddling. The SCA see this as a significant victory.
It is to be joined by similar schemes for the Doon and
the Arkaig, the latter to have releases from 10am to 4pm
on the first and third Sundays of the month.
A scheme for the Pattack will have a serious impact on
the Pattack Gorge and the SCA are negotiating with the
developed on the number of releases which would be
made. The final offer is five four hour releases of 8m3/s
per year plus 14 to 24 days when spates result in water
flowing at 8m3/s.
Schemes are also being considered for the Abhainn
Thrail and River Coiltie, which are rarely in condition.
Abingdon weir on the Thames has been used for
both slalom and freestyle competitions. Part of it is to be
used for a hydro scheme with two Archimedes screws
installed.
Planning consent has been given for the Coire Glas
hydro scheme, the largest pumped storage scheme in
Scotland at 600MW. Loch Lochy will act as the lower
reservoir and Loch a’ Choire Ghlais the upper one,
giving it the potential to supply 10% of Scotland’s peak
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Floods damage
canals and rivers

energy demands. The Allt a’ Choire Ghlais is not paddled,
requiring a 6km walk in and having an 8% average
gradient and not much in the way of water most of the
time.
The Cruchan pumped storage scheme, which lifts
water from Loch Awe, is to have its capacity increased
from 440MW to over 1GW.
Pershore Weir on the Warwickshire Avon has had a
hydro scheme installed with a combined canoe and fish
pass next to it.
Natural Resources Wales have produced guidelines
to promote the development of hydropower in Wales.
Their concern is to leave enough water in rivers for
fish and other wildlife. They have set up a working
group with developers, community groups, anglers and
environmentalists but boaters are conspicuously absent
from this and NRW’s publicity.

The CRT reported
flood damage to a
number of waterways
in the southwest last
winter. The Oxford,
Grand Union, Kennet
& Avon, Bridgwater &
Taunton, Gloucester
& Sharpness,
Monmouthshire &
Brecon, Llangollen and
Wilts & Berks Canals
were all damaged, as
was the River Severn.
During the extended
flooding of the Somerset
Levels the EA were
heard to go very quiet
about the subject of
habitat creation. In
particular, there was not
a word on their plans to
flood a great swathe of
farmland at the mouth
of the Parrett to create
more mud for birds.

Salmon stocking
damages wild salmon

Natural Resources Wales has discovered that salmon
stocking can bring salmon back to rivers where they
were once present but have since disappeared. However,
putting them in rivers that already have wild salmon
can damage these as the introduced salmon have lower
survival rates. NRW are proposing to end stocking of
rivers and close three of their four hatcheries. Money
obtained from selling these venues will be spent on
opening up new migration routes, usually meaning fish
passes.
This came at the same time as Government proposals to
cut funding to 5,000 low value adult vocational courses.
Skills and Enterprise Minister Matthew Hancock said
‘Small qualifications in coaching angling... are not good
use of taxpayers’ money or learners’ time.’

Dealing with shopping trolleys

The theft of 1,500,000 supermarket shopping trolleys
every year has resulted in 600 being reported in canals
and rivers in the last five years. Trolleywise have a fleet of
50 vans and staff who recover them, 40 in a single session
from the Ashton Canal in Manchester, and refurbish
them at their Tibshelf facility before returning them
to their owners, who pay for the operation. Trolleys do
most damage to powered craft rudders but they can still
gouge the hulls of canoes and make waterways look
unsightly.

Mike Poloway

The Scottish
Parliament is designating
194 sites for the
protection of seals. It
will be an offence to
harass seals intentionally
or recklessly at these
sites, with punishment
of offenders where
appropriate. Grey seal
breeding sites, used from
September to December,
account for 45 of these,
the rest being haul out
sites, 20 for grey seals,
149 for common seals
and the rest shared.

Welsh Green Paper
delayed a year
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Access to water

The River Tone just above its confluence with the River Parrett on the Somerset Levels in 2010 and this
September, the same reach but looking in opposite directions.

‘Watersports may
damage your health’

The Scottish Government have issued guidance to
land managers on avoiding pollution of watercourses.
Diffuse pollution has been identified as one of the
biggest threats to keeping Scottish water clean and
healthy.
All but two of Scotland’s 84 designated bathing
beaches reached standards which were acceptable to the
EU this year. SEPA were able to issue public warning
notices for 88% of the occasions when poor water
quality was expected.
Most of the litter found on and off the Scottish coast is
plastic and 80% of this is thought to have been dropped
on land. Fishing vessels landed over 374t in the Fishing
for Litter campaign since 2100 and litter is reckoned to
cost Scottish fishing vessels an average of £17,000 per
year each. Environment Secretary Richard Lochhead
has launched a Marine Litter Strategy for Scotland with
nearly 40 proposals for tackling the menace, which also
threatens wildlife.
The Marine Conservation Society report that a
record 73% of monitored British beaches (and, hence,
their adjacent waters) have excellent water quality.
This is because a dryer summer last year resulted in
less pollution being washed off the land. Water quality
responds to recent weather conditions although
beach quality status is based on historical situations.
Regulations to be introduced in two years will require
beaches not reaching the EU’s new tighter standards to
display notices advising against entering the water.
A 20 year study of 2,300 river sites in England and
Wales by Cardiff University has shown that rivers are
getting cleaner. Data on 78 varied organisms shows an
increase in range despite a 2˚ rise in water temperatures
over recent decades. It has also been revealed that salmon
are spawning in the upper Taff for the first time in two
centuries.

Addressing radioactivity
in the Firth of Forth

Radioactive particles have been detected at Dalgety
Bay on the north side of the Firth of Forth since at least
1990, the particles being collected when discovered.
Dalgety Bay Sailing Club’s slipway area and boat park
and the adjacent foreshore are the main areas of concern
although the Fife Coast Path passes adjacent. Radium
226 has been the primary worry although there may
also be other radioactive materials and asbestos from the
former RNAS Donibristle, which was sited here and has
since been developed for housing. AMEC Environment
& Infrastructure UK have reported for the Ministry
of Defence to the Scottish Environmental Protection
Agency with a series of options for addressing the
problem. These include fencing off the area to keep the
public out, covering and encapsulation, excavation and
disposal or a combination of these methods. SEPA have
published the Outline Management Options report and
are talking to stakeholders

Scottish land ownership website

A repeated problem south of the border has
been trying to find information on land ownership.
For example, Llangollen Anglers claimed that slalom
organizers had failed to identify one riparian owner
at the Serpent’s Tail or, indeed, which piece of land he
owned. Scotland now has a land information search
online for the public on the Scotland’s Environment
website. Compiled with the help of Forestr y
Commission Scotland, SNH, SEPA and European
Commission funding, it gives information on waterways
and land features. Details can be found at http://map.
environment.scotland.gov.uk/landinformationsearch/
lis_map.html.
The Scottish Government intend to have all Scottish
land ownership registered and made public within a
decade and publicly owned land registered in five years.
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There are two aspects
to river access. One
is being on the water,
studied in great detail
by Douglas Caffyn. The
other is crossing land to
get to the water. The law
requires permission to
be obtained for the latter
where private land is
concerned south of the
border. There have even
been those who claim
that where a public
footpath runs along the
top of a bank above a
public navigation, the
bank itself is private
so launching is not
permitted, the Wye at
Bigsweir, for example.
Some advice given
recently by Martin Japes
of the Wilts & Berks
Canal Trust suggests
where the path was a
towpath and also used
by the ‘public at large’
for access then mooring
to that path or towpath
is permissible, inevitably
meaning that the bank
between the two must
be crossed.
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Test 1
Aquapac Wet & Dry Back Pack

Test 3
Teva Terra Fi 4 and Original Universal

Multiple choice back pack

What appears, at first glance, to be a fairly simple roll top
dry back with shoulder straps, reveals ever more features as
you look closely. The bag itself has its seams stitched and
taped to make it waterproof. On each side is a deep, open
topped, mesh pocket.
The top rolls down and clips shut in normal drybag
fashion, an elastic loop with toggle on each side being able to

clip into a pair of loops at the top of the
bag to pull it tight for occasions when
the bag is not bulging, the situation
where roll tops are most waterproof.
It will not stand submerging but will
keep everything dry when used as a
backpack.
Halfway down the outside is a
securing loop with a mini carabiner.
A foam sheet inside the back helps
the bag to keep its shape and there is a
Velcro topped pocket next to this, into
which flat items such as maps can be
slipped.
Shoulder straps are mesh covered on
each side for comfort and the outside of
the areas where you might wish to hold
the straps while walking have perforated
non slip patches. There is a simple clip
chest strap and a removable waist strap.
These all adjust for size and unclip
easily. Every loose strap end seems to
have a loop sewn onto it.
The outer bag is mostly black or dark
grey and there is a loop for lifting or
suspending it.
Inside is a lightweight waterproof bag
in dayglo yellow, closed at the top with
Velcro although this closure does not
attempt to be waterproof. This inner
bag is held in place by a plastic zip
and can be removed completely. At the
top it has a single loop for attachment
if required. On its side is a clear
compartment with a Velcro roll top
which makes it virtually watertight, ideal for holding tickets.
Taken together, the pack offers a range of options for
carrying wet, damp or dry clothing, food, documents, camera,
suncream or other items you wish to keep together but apart.

A way of life in the summer
Terra Fi 4

4 separate
compartments
Options for
waterproofing,
straps,
attachments

Not
submersible

Volume 25l

The excellent summer has given maximum opportunity
to try the Terra Fi 4 over several months. Indeed, there was a
period of over a month when I do not recall using any other
footwear and I have the tanlines to prove it.
The Terra Fi 4 has a good rugged tread. I like the softer
upper side of the footbed, which is contoured and lightly
textured, and the turned up heel helps when driving.
The decorative webbing straps are padded inside although,
initially, I rubbed sores on my feet until I slackened off the
straps to have them looser than I do normally on sandals.
I prefer to have sandals with more substantial supports for
the straps although the longitudinal stabilizing strap does
help. The Velcro is placed with the harder plastic hook side
facing upwards
and the softer
wo o l l y s i d e
downwards.
The exposed
section of
hooks collects
hairs and bits of
grass, making it
look scruffy. I
wonder if there
is a reason why
the woolly side
is not exposed
instead.
The front strap ends as I would expect but the two rear
ones each have the end of the webbing finished with a plastic
tab which, unlike the webbing, is not attached to the Velcro,
just a loose flap, reminiscent of the bifid stem on a baidarka.
The tab has the Teva logo of a hand, which suggests it should
be pulled to release the Velcro strap. Doing this tears the
stitching and leaves the Velcro done up. I would prefer to
see the plastic tab not used and the webbing stitched to the
Velcro right to the end, like the front one.
While I have worn them a lot, in all sorts of off road
conditions, I am surprised at how quickly the webbing has
taken on a hairy appearance in places.

Test 2
Nikwax Sandal Wash

Size 125ml
Cost £2.99
Manufactured by Nikwax Ltd, Unit F, Durgates Ind Est,
Wadhurst, E Sussex TN5 6DF, tel 01892 786400
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Terra Fi 4

The Original Universal, 30 years on from the first Tevas,
is basic but packs more easily than other sandals with the
other items behind the seat of my sea kayak, ready for use
when required. Not too clever, it does what I want, no more,
no less. It is not over specified, which is a problem with too
many things, these days.
The sole tread is light, as is the texturing on the footbed,
and there is a padding insert under the heel.
The straps are basic and there is no Velcro on the rear strap
Tread
but there is a longitudinal stabilizing strap.
Turned up
A sandal like this is not for route marches. I use it when
heel
out of the boat and wandering around onshore, both on
surfaces with sharp stones or debris and also on beaches with
rounded stones
from hen’s egg to
fist sized boulders,
on which it
is surprising
u n c o m f o r t a bl e
to walk in bare
Exposed
f e e t . A s a n d a l Velcro hooks
like this spreads
Strap ends
the load and
Webbing
makes walking
wear
much more
comfortable.
Original

Terra Fi 4

Original Universal

Universal

Colour
Madang blue
blue/green (also blue/yellow, 			
		grey/orange, peaks 				
		blue graphite, 				
		
blue/orange for men, blue/pink for 		
		women)
Size
		
7 - 12 men, 4 - 8 women
Space
Price
required
£65		
£35 men, £30 women
Not
Manufactured by Teva, Goleta, California, USA
overdesigned

INCIDENT FILE

Removing what you can't see
What most users wish to remove from their sandals is
not so much physical dirt as the oils and bacteria from feet,
which can smell and make them poor company to their
friends. Indeed, water and a stiff brush alone will remove
most physical dirt.
Nikwax Sandal Wash treatment begins this way, by washing
off the loose dirt, scrubbing with a brush if necessary. Then
the lightly scented wash is applied with a sponge on a tube.
Finally, the sandals are washed in water and left to dry. It is
the deodorizing characteristics which will win you back
your friends. The wash will not help webbing straps but the
problem is primarily on the hard footbed.
The wash is water based and Nikwax claim to be the only
major aftercare company not to use aerosols, fluorocarbons or
volatile organic chemicals, their products based on advanced
elastomer technology with non persistent chemicals not test
on animals. They do warn of a risk of colours running on
some sandals.

Original Universal

Paddlers find car in Etive

Paddlers on the Etive discovered a wrecked car, together with its
seriously injured driver. He had been in collision with a deer and the
car had rolled down the bank.

Near miss twice

Odour
removal
Environmentally
friendly
chemicals

Risk of
colours
running

A paddler with a yellow kayak and hat and an orange buoyancy aid
came close to being run down twice in a week by the same commercial
carrier from New Zealand’s Bay of Islands. He was unable to get the
boat’s name but the authorities knew who he was because they had
already given him a warning over excessive speed.

sit on top. The island lies some 2km off the east side of Loch Neagh in a
bay which has easy access to the water all around it.
This would suggest an inexperienced group. However, the alarm
was raised by VHF radio by a fourth member of the group, who first
paddled to the shore before making the call. This suggests someone with
more experience who ought to have advised the three that the trip was
not safe. Something does not add up. Was this fourth paddler not one of
the group but simply a more experienced paddler passing, who saw the
capsize in the distance?

Kayak angling fatality

A kayak angler 100m off Ruakaka beach in New Zealand phoned for
help when his kayak began taking on water. As it turned out, he was so
close to the shore that he could stand up.

A kayak angler was killed off Maui when attacked by a shark in an
area popular for snorkelling and diving although shark attacks had been
increasing. It is thought that paddlers dangling their legs in the water
and using bait which drips blood in the water may be all the invitation
a shark needs.

Lough Neagh rescue puzzle

Paddlers locate missing teenager

Kayak angler caught

At the beginning of January Belfast coastguard were called to three
paddlers in the water midway between Rams Island and Sandy Bay
in Lough Neagh. They were picked up from there by a passing sand
barge, transferred to the Ardboe independent lifeboat and taken ashore,
suffering from hypothermia. At the time there was a southerly force 4
wind and conditions were described as choppy. Belfast coastguard told
ISKA they had been wearing lifejackets over ordinary day clothing and
all three had been in what was described as an open kayak, presumably a

Harry Martin, an 18 year old from Newton Ferrers, went missing
at the beginning of January while photographing the stormy seas. His
body was eventually found at Carswell Cave, Noss Mayo, by paddlers
taking part in the search for him.

RIB fatal accident

The Marine Accident Investigation Branch have reported on the
accident of an 8m RIB in the Camel estuary in which TV executive
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Amble rescue

Two paddlers who capsized 2km east of Amble in February were
assisted by a fishing boat, then a lifeboat and finally a helicopter which
took them to hospital. They had been in the water for about a quarter
of an hour and had hypothermia. One wore a T shirt and tracksuit, the
other a survival suit open to the waist. Neither had a buoyancy aid.

Gareth Lockyer drowned on Usk

Gareth Lockyer drowned at Llangynidr in February. Fully kitted out
and with a party of eight from Royal Leamington Spa Canoe Club, the
34 year old became separated from the others. Although a regular white
water paddler, he had not previously run this part of the Usk. The river
was in spate, hampering the subsequent search as riverside footpaths
were submerged and conditions then turned icy. An extensive search
involved swiftwater rescue, mountain rescue, police with dogs and a
helicopter.

Penarth recovery

Three paddlers were recovered from Flat Holm after one of them
damaged his kayak, resulting in a leak in moderate seas and with
daylight soon to decline. Penarth inshore lifeboat transferred them to
a larger lifeboat which was able to take their kit. Back at Penarth they
were given hot drinks before departing.

Astonishing Shiplake Weir survival

When a school rowing eight became pinned against chains above
Shiplake Weir a support boat went to help but was swept under the
chains. The operator clung to the weir structure while the boat was
swept away but he tired eventually and was carried through a very small
gap, was brought to the surface of the white water and had few injuries
although there is astonishment at his survival. The eight and its crew
were also recovered from this harrowing incident on another Thames
weir.

Newquay triple tragedy

Two men and a woman drowned at Mawgan Porth when they went
into a rip tide in order to help four teenage surfers, who were to reach
the beach safely. Surf conditions were a little heavier than average.
Newquay is a leading surf venue and so is likely to be more testing than
other localities. Some people complained about the lack of lifeguard
cover on this last Sunday in October, the day the clocks went back.
However, any service of this sort has to be limited in its availability and
users need to adapt where they go and what they do to the conditions,
the circumstances and their abilities. It seems unfair to blame the rescue
service for not being there. A brutal lesson is that you should not go to
help unless you can add skills, equipment or manpower to whatever is
already available. It is desperately hard to watch youngsters drowning or
apparently drowing without taking any positive action but, unless you
can improve upon the situation, you just push up the casualty figures by
adding yourself to the list.

Tyne triple drowning

Three men aged 36 to 41 were drowned on the Tyne in May. Their
trip was from Hexham to Wylam. They knew the river and had set up
a shuttle with a car at each end of the trip. They were using sit on top
kayaks but the river was up and running quite fast.
The coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death. All three were
believed to have been swept over the main part of the weir at Riding
Mill and held in the stopper, a modern structure built at the intake to
the Tyne - Tees Tunnel.
Our February 2005 guide to the river said ‘The flow makes a left
turn to the most appalling piece of engineering design on the river,
an associated modern weir with nearly vertical drop, closed in ends
and long towback, absolutely lethal. Pieces of formwork and other
construction debris litter the banks downstream’.
Paddlers International assisted the coroner, who also asked us to
help Northumbria Police with their enquiries. The coroner later wrote
to Northumbrian Water to ask them to carry out a feasibility study
of possible safety measures. Hopefully, these will go beyond warning
notices and will lead to safer weir design in this country. Are we heading
towards the time when we see corporate manslaughter charges brought
for dangerous design?

Loch Tay fatality

A 29 year old man, not known to have paddled previously, was
drowned on Loch Tay near Killin in the afternoon of a day of excellent
weather. His partner swam ashore from the double kayak and raised the
alarm but, despite an extensive search, his body was not recovered until
the next day.

Getting the hump

A Norwegian kayak paddler had an uncomfortable experience at
Senja, Gyllefjord. A 20t humpbacked whale surfaced directly underneath
him.

Shark attacks women

Two women paddling 100m off Plymouth, Massachusetts, were
attacked by a great white shark which left teethmarks on their hulls and
capsized them. They were eventually rescued by the harbourmaster after
a terrifying wait in the water. Shark sightings have been common off
the state’s coast this year.

Shark attacks sit on top

A kayak angler was attacked twice by a 6m great white 800m off
the Californian coast in 12 - 14m of water in calm conditions. He was
moving at the time, using the Hobie peddle system. The shark threw his
sit on top kayak and him in the air, capsizing him, and then returned,
grabbing the kayak and pushing it through the water. The paddler was
not injured. There had been another shark attack in the area earlier
in the day. There were deaths in the area in 2010 and 2012, always in
October, leading to suspicions that the culprit might be on the two
yearly breeding trip to Mexico. Other kayak anglers were around but
anglers in a large boat responded to the VHF call for help.
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Riding Mill Weir on the River Tyne. The highest part of the foam
pile can be seen level with the rear of the righthand van. From
there the water is flowing back upstream. This picture, which
makes the weir look deceptively flat, was taken with the river
above normal, as it was on the day of the fatal accident.
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Touring
Last Chance Meet

The last weekend in October saw the final OCSG sailing meet of
the season, held at Coniston Hall in the Lake District. Billed as the Last
Chance, the forecast weather suggested No Chance would be a more
appropriate name. During the preceding week the weather was the hot
topic across the whole UK with one national newspaper predicting
the ‘storm of the century’. Discussion on the OCSG Facebook page
mentioned force 5 to force 9 winds driving heavy rain and the general
feeling was one of despair with a generous helping of indecision.
Around mid day Friday Dave Stubbs, the meet organizer and arguably
one of the most experienced people in the ways of sailing and weather
in the Lakes, decided to cancel the sailing at the meet. Members could
still come along but there would be no official OCSG sailing. Many
members were already on their way, no doubt with some reservations
about whether they would get on the water, and so some attendance
was guaranteed and, indeed, required for the EGM on Saturday evening.
Some, like Penny, Peter and Malcom, elected to bring sea kayaks instead,
while Rod and Elaine paddled their venerable lath and canvas double
kayak.
Friday afternoon brought wet and squally weather; however, the
winds were generally about F3 (with stronger gusts) and five boats
headed out for what was expected the only time water would flow
under hulls that weekend. The Lakeland weather lived up to its
changeable reputation, alternating between driving rain and pleasant,
sometimes sunny, interludes. A few distant flashes of lightning and
rumbles of thunder had most hugging the shore for a while but Ramsay
remained resolute and sailing proud under both main and mizzen. The
boats kept within sight of the campsite and the rain meant that the
experience was not fantastic but at least a few sails had felt the breeze.
After changing out of wet gear we all headed off (in the rain) to explore
the ales on offer in the Sun.
On Saturday morning the wind was surprisingly light and more
members arrived. In view of the prevailing conditions, Dave decided
that some sailing could take place and the meet was officially upgraded
to a level 3. It was also decided that everyone should remain in visual
contact and that trips to cafés should be notified. All agreed to get off
the water when the anticipated force 5+ conditions arose. During the
late morning and early afternoon the breeze picked up, settling to a
lovely constant force 3 - 4 blowing straight up the lake.
This made for excellent close sailing, reaching back and forth across
the lake and around some upwind buoys. For a moment it seemed
that the OCSG was looking more like a lakebound buoy racing club;
however, true order was restored as the word went out to head to the
Brantwood House Café.
After lunch it was back onto the water for some more terrific sailing.
With the wind strengthening but still fairly consistent, sails began to be
reefed. It was a great opportunity to experiment with sail setting and
reefing, boat control and, of course, going fast with some very good
downwind surfing on the emerging waves. There was a very impressive
sailing display from Thomas Denwood, fast reaching the Cream of
Manchester across the lake with great precision. He only came unstuck
once, later in the afternoon, attempting to roll tack close around a buoy,
but then displayed an elegant dry capsize recovery and he was back
underway before most people had noticed! After a few more hours of
blasting around the lake the almost magnetic attraction of cakes in the
Bluebird Café drew us north. Running downwind, the surfing at the
northern end of the lake was excellent and many of us experimented
with turning on the waves to improve the speed, with mixed but dry
results.
On arrival at the café there were a number of boats already on the
beach and the increased wind meant that my boat rocked as it sat on
the gravel. I don’t like scraping the hull so I moved her to safer swinging
mooring between the jetties, tied off to a steel ring I found attached to
the lake bed. As we sat in the café I had only just begun to sup on the
large hot chocolate topped with fresh cream when someone made the
casual remark that my newly renamed boat, Gerris (the pondskater),
had broken free and was skating at impressive speed across the water!
She had obviously decided that such good sailing conditions should
not be wasted by sitting in cafés! After an abortive attempt to wade
out, I followed the lead of Adam P in running the full length of the
jetty and launched myself into the lake, missing the floating line being
trailed by the errant boat by just a few inches as I submerged. Breaking

Chris W, Andy W, Sue B, Graham C, Penny O and Julie W photographs

Nick Milligan and five members of his family were thrown overboard.
The boat continued to circle at speed, striking five of the six swimmers.
Mr Milligan and a daughter were injured fatally and his wife and
youngest son seriously. The estuary was busy because it was a bank
holiday. A paramedic and her colleague got two of the children out
of the water onto their double ski and kept Mrs Milligan and a son
afloat and conscious alongside. A colleague on a single ski, a local surf
instructor, had made the initial call to the emergency services, attempted
to board from his surf ski to take control of the RIB, making contact
but giving up when it became clear that the boat no longer posed a
risk to them, later recovering the body of Mr Milligan and advising the
emergency services, who sent a lifeboat.

the surface, the distance to the line extended to a few feet and, after
taking a couple of strokes, it was a few yards. There was no way I was
going to catch her myself. Andy Whitham was quickly on the scene
but stood off as the rescue RIB from the canoe hire company picked
up the line and towed the boat towards me. As I climbed aboard the
canoe the RIB dropped the line and I paddle sailed back to my rapidly
cooling beverage. It transpired that the lovely mooring ring I had found
wasn’t quite a full circle! By chance, Sue B happened to be at the north
end of the lake with her granddaughters who found the spectacle very
entertaining and a picture was quickly uploaded to Facebook! It only
dawned on me later what the other diners must have thought; a man
dressed like a wasp orders a drink, takes a gulp then runs off and jumps
in the lake!
Thinking that was enough excitement for one day and with the wind
now picking up towards force 5, we headed back upwind with a few
white horses dancing around us. Driving hard upwind is great fun but
it also places high forces on the rig. I looked back to see that Adam P
was no longer with me but had turned back downwind towards Walter,
who had mysteriously lowered his rig. Surely conditions were not too
heavy for Walter? Closer inspection revealed just the stub of his mast
remaining! Walter refused the tow (was Adam hoping to claim salvage
on the Emerald Dawn?) and he confidently paddled the trimaran almost
the whole way back across the lake in a near force 5, a true canoe sailor.
Later inspection revealed stress fractures in the aluminium mast around
some mounting holes. Walter had anticipated this and had reinforced the
mast with a wooden core; alas, a decade of hard sailing had rotted the
strength from it.
After a while playing in the strengthening wind it was time to call it
a day. Hunger, imminent rain and, of course, the prospect of the OCSG
EGM steadily drove people from the water. What had started as a non
sailing day had turned out to be one of the best lake sails I have had.
That evening over 20 of us headed to the upper room in the Sun
for the Last (Chance) Supper and EGM, where the main motion was
carried with no traitors. After a very good meal we retired for the
night. Early Sunday morning brought the weather we had expected on
Saturday, wind and rain in abundance. Later in the morning it dried out
for everyone to get packed up but no one attempted to launch.
So, the no chance meet turned out to be an excellent sailing
experience, proving that it’s a fine line between exhilarating sailing and
sitting in the café talking of what might have been.

Graham C
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Start the Season Meet

The Rutland Water meet signifies the start of the OCSG season and,
unlike the previous year, which was challenging owing to the storm
force winds, we were blessed with pleasant force 3 and force 4 winds,
some sunshine and very little rain. The turnout was good with 22
canoes and their owners in attendance.
One attractive feature of Rutland Water is the high number of safety
boats on the reservoir and this makes it an ideal location to practise
various rescue and self rescue techniques and methods. From the start
this benefit was being put to good use when I met up with Graham,
who was attempting capsize recovery of his canoe, not a problem with
outriggers fitted but somewhat challenging with them removed. Various
methods were attempted and Graham was able to see what worked best.
A few others ventured out onto the water on Friday, too, but most
people arrived later, set up their sleeping quarters and ventured off to
the local pub for a few drinks.
The next morning was dry with plenty of wind, especially away from
the creek so, following the usual morning meet, we set off around the
reservoir.
That evening, arrangements had been made to visit the Noel Arms,
300 metres from the watersports centre, for a quality meal. Most people
came along and a good night was had by all.
The following day the weather was similar to Saturday’s with slightly
more wind in the afternoon. The plan was to do some cruising around
the reservoir in the morning and, for those that were interested, spend
some time in the creek doing some self rescue and peer to peer rescue
drills.
The weekend went smoothly without incident and a good time was
had by everyone. I want to thank the watersports centre for allowing us
to camp on the main side of the site close to the canoe launching point
and for looking after us on the water with an excellent safety boat team.

Chris Taylor

Scottish Spring meet

Keith Morris
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Participants in the Anglesey Sea Kayak Symposium get ready to depart from Trearddur Bay.

Welsh Coastal Weekend

We seem to be jinxed with trying to run a coastal meet on the
Menai Strait. Even choosing the month of May both last year and this,
we have been plagued with strong winds to the extent that no sailing
has been possible throughout the weekend. Last year the forecast was
so dire that we cancelled several days ahead but at least this year we
met at the bunkhouse/campsite that Dave Bursnall had arranged and
were able to enjoy a good social time as well as some local sightseeing,
walking, cycling with plenty of eating and a little drinking. We did look
at some of the specialized books, charts etc that are useful for planning
coastal outings, shared some tales of past trips and talked speculatively
of possible future jaunts. The venue is good for a small to medium scale
meet as the space for parking and camping is not extensive. Let’s hope
for third time lucky and try again next year.

The Welsh Coastal Weekend on the Menai Strait.

Keith Morris

Merely Yorkshire and Broadly Norfolk

Both the Hornsea Mere and Barton Broad meets went ahead in
mixed weather conditions by all accounts but were not as well attended
as they might have been, despite both venues having their own special
attractions and being suitable for those with less sailing experience.
They are in parts of the country that are not so well served in our
calendar but maybe they should have had more active promotion. After
organizing the various elements of a meet it can be rather dispiriting to
see only a few people turn up. Any ideas for next year?

Keith Morris
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Hornsea Sailing Club

The OCSG’s return to this fabulous loch is always
welcome and this time we may have found the right
campsite with a suitable balance of facilities, loch
access and our presence actually being welcomed!
The weather forecasts for the weekend had varied, as
they so often do, but in the end there were some very
usable conditions, from blustery F3 - 5 right down to
flat calms. The sun even put in an appearance at times
and there was an excellent turnout with a great range
of both established members and newcomers whom
we hope were made very welcome. Four notable
birthdays were celebrated at the Saturday morning
chat with a wonderful cake provided by Julie. The
social side of things was focussed mainly around the
Saturday evening meal at the not too distant Oak Tree
Inn at Balmaha.
This was another opportunity for our refreshed
method of advising participants of where and how
far they would be best venturing for the skills and
experience they have. Hopefully this went down well
but unobtrusively.
It was good to see Rory with his neatly and
ingeniously modified canoe, including tailor made
storage/buoyancy tanks. As an experienced paddler
and dinghy sailor, he is keen to mix the best from the
two disciplines to provide him with a great way to go
on interesting expeditions in his native Scotland.
There were 18 sailing canoes involved over the
weekend and 28 people, including 3 pirates.
Huge thanks must go to Chris W for organizing
the weekend. Thanks also to Dave S and Dave P who
shared the safety advisor role.
Loch Lomond is rather special compared with
so many of our other venues, owing to the two
dimensional nature of this southern part of the loch,
so you can go in loads of different directions rather
than just up or down as with most lakes and there are
loads of islands to go round or stop on for a picnic;
there’s even a teashop or two to visit so add in great
mountain views (most of the time) and the result is a
venue that’s hard to beat. I think we may have to go
back again...

Merely Yorkshire on Hornsea Mere.
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Searching for the Finmen
About three hundred years ago, individuals in kayaks appeared around the northern shores of Scotland.

Norman Rogers explores the many and varied theories about who they were and how they got there
Many recreational canoeists are aware of the
story about a lone Inuit man who landed on
a beach near Aberdeen in the early 1700s in a
traditional skin kayak and died three days later.
His kayak and hunting gear can still be
seen today in the Anthropological Museum
in Aberdeen where the vessel is sometimes
referred to as the Belhelvie kayak. Such a
voyage, crossing 1,200 miles of hostile ocean
from Greenland to the northeast coast of
Scotland, would seem to be impossible and the
event has remained an enigma.
Not so widely known is the fact that, at
about the same time, individuals in small boats
were also seen around the coasts of the Orkney
islands over a number of years at the end of
the 17th century. Published accounts describe
these sightings. For example, A Description of the
Isles of Orkney by James Wallace, published in
1700, has the following passage:
‘Sometimes about this Country, are seen
these Men which are called Finn-men*. In the
year 1682, one was seen in his little Boat at
the south end of the Isle of Eda. Most of the
people of the Isle flock’d to see him, and when
they adventur’d to put out a Boat with men to
see if they could apprehend him, he presently
fled away most swiftly. And in the Year
1684, another was seen from Westra; I must
acknowledge it seems a little unaccountable,
how these Finn-men should come on this
coast, but they must probably be driven by
Storms from home, and cannot tell when they
are any way at Sea, how to make their way
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home again; and they have this advantage,
that be the Seas never so boisterous their boat
being made of Fish Skins, are so contrived
that he can never sink, but is like a Sea-gull
swimming on top of the Water. His shirt he has
is so fastened to the Boat, that no Water can
come into his Boat to do him damage, except
when he pleases to unty it, which he never
does but to ease nature, or when he comes
ashore.’
Another account is contained in A brief
description of Orkney, Yetland, Pightland-Firth and
Caithness by John Brand, published in 1701:
‘There are frequently Fin-men seen here
upon the coasts, as one about a year ago (1699)
on Stronsay, and another within these few
months on Westray. A gentleman with many
others in the Isle looking (sic) on him nigh
to the shore, but when any endeavour to
apprehend them they flee away most swiftly;
which is very strange, that one Man sitting in
his little Boat, should come some hundreds
of leagues, from their own Coasts, as they
reckon Finland to be from Orkney; it might be
thought wonderful how they live all that time,
and are able to keep the sea so long. His boat
is made of seal skins, or some kind of leather;
he also hath a coat of Leather upon him, and
he sitteth in the middle of his Boat with a little
Oar in his hand Fishing with his lines: And
when in a storm he seeth the high surge of a
wave approaching, he hath a way of sinking
his Boat, till the wave pass over, lest thereby he
should be overturned.’
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Although Brand surmises, probably because
of the local name used to describe them, that
these individuals originate from Finland, there
is no doubt that these were Inuit in kayaks,
probably from Greenland:
their ‘shirts’ are tied to the boat to prevent
water from entering
their boats are made of seal skins or some
kind of leather
their coats are made of leather
execution of a so-called ‘Eskimo roll’ is
clearly described
Orkney folklore is also full of tales of the
Finfolk and the Selkie Folk, who were seals
with the power to cast off their skins and take
human form and come ashore during certain
times of the tide. Most folk tales relating to the
Selkie Folk describe how the sealskins were
stolen, thus trapping them on land in human
form. The idea that the skins of the Selkie Folk
were in fact sealskin kayaks and that the Selkie
Folk and the Fin Folk were one and the same,
is not new.
Accepting that a group of Inuit made the
journey from Greenland to the northern
shores of Scotland in the late 1600s begs the
question ‘How did they do it?’
This mystery has received regular scholarly
attention over the last 100 years. Among these
scholars are MacRitchie (1912), Souter (1934),
Debenham (1934), Whittaker (1954 and 1977),
Mikklesen (1954), Nooter (1971), Heath (1987
and 2004), Kleivan (1990), Fossett (2001),
Longyard (2003) and Golden (2006).

Finmen around the northern shores of
Scotland.
The theories are many and various:
Greenlanders would have been capable
of paddling all the way from Greenland to
Orkney. Only Debenham thought this was
possible without reservation
A group could have made the journey direct
from Greenland with favourable storm winds Heath (2004)
The individuals paddled from Greenland to
northern Scotland using the ‘stepping stones’
approach from Greenland to Iceland, Iceland
to Faroe, Faroe to Orkney - Whitaker (1954)
The individuals were kidnapped in
Greenland by homebound whalers and escaped
close to the Scottish coast - MacRitchie,
Souter, Mikklesen, Nooter, Whitaker (1977)
and Kleivan
A group could have used icefloes as refuges
and as a source of fresh water in their journey
to Orkney - Heath (1987 and 2004) and
Longyard
The increasing extent of the ice in the
late 1600s provided the necessary motive
(avoidance of starvation) and means (travelling
along the ice edge) to encourage a group to
travel in the direction of Orkney - Fossett and
Golden
Based on speeds achieved by long distance
kayakers over the last century, the journey
would have taken between 20 and 40 days on
the open sea for a 1,200 mile crossing. Even
assuming the ‘stepping stones’ approach, the
journey would involve a minimum open sea
crossing of 280 miles (Iceland to Faroe) taking
5 to 10 days.
There have been a number of audacious
open sea crossings by kayak over the last 100
years, including Atlantic crossings. Most have
used kayaks which have been adapted to make
them more stable and capable of carrying
extensive supplies of food and fresh water.
Some have used modern stock production sea
kayaks with limited adaptations. Of the latter,
I mention two outstanding voyages which
indicate what could be achieved.
Andrew McAuley’s attempt to kayak
1,000 miles solo and without backup across
the Tasman Sea commenced on January 7th
2007. He anticipated that the journey would
take 30 days and had been told to expect
10m swells, wild winds, very cold weather
and very intimidating seas. The documentary
film Solo presents a vivid picture of privations
experienced by Andrew in the course of

his voyage and is at times difficult to watch.
The onboard footage in this film was taken
from a single memory card retrieved from
Andrew’s kayak. The 6 hours of videotapes also
recovered were blank, having been destroyed
by salt water immersion.
The kayak was a modified Mirage double
kayak with a beam of 58.5cm and with the
length reduced from 7.3m to 6.4m and
only one cockpit. There were a few other
modifications, including the following:
A cockpit canopy (christened ‘Casper’)
which sat on the back deck while Andrew
paddled and which slid over and made a
watertight seal with the cockpit when Andrew
wriggled down into the kayak to sleep and
provided a self righting capability in this
condition.
Inflatable outriggers to stabilize the boat for
‘housekeeping’ operations in the cockpit when
Andrew would not be using the paddle.
A large all-body spraydeck sealing at the
neck rather than at the waist (referred to as a
‘cockpit change bag’), allowing him to carry
out ‘delicate tasks’ in the upright position
without waves getting into the cockpit.
A fresh water desalination plant.
A battery operated bilge pump.
A 5 Watt flexible solar panel to charge the
boat’s batteries.
A sea anchor deployed every night before
going to ‘bed’ for greater stability, keeping his
nose into the oncoming swell.
Despite the extreme seas, the multiple
capsizes and the effects of having to sleep in a
space leaving no room to turn around, Andrew
kept to the progress rate required for a 30 day
finish and by February 1st was within 250
miles of the New Zealand coast. By February
8th Andrew only had 75 miles to go to reach
the finish in Milford Sound in New Zealand
and the waiting family and friends were
anticipating being reunited with Andrew in a
matter of 2 or 3 days.
At 7.15pm New Zealand time on Friday
9th February the New Zealand coastguard
picked up an indistinct radio message from
Andrew saying he had an emergency situation
and that his kayak was sinking. At this stage he
would have been in sight of land. A helicopter
search was mounted and his upturned kayak
was eventually spotted but Andrew was
missing. His body has never been found.
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What Andrew McAuley proved with this
voyage is that with enormous courage and
persistence in the face of incredibly adverse
conditions it is possible to complete very long
open sea crossings in a stock recreational sea
kayak.
In July 2009, Patrick Winterton and Mick
Berwick made history by being the first
people to paddle from Scotland to Faroe, a
total distance on the open sea of 256 miles.
They both paddled similar single stock
production kayaks, a Rockpool Menai 18
(5.54m long and 0.53m in the beam) and
a Tiderace Explore (5.49m long and
0.53m wide). The Menai 18 is described as
‘Rockpool’s high carrying capacity and rugged
sea kayak for extended expedition use by
advanced paddlers’.
The trip took 4 days, including a 14 hour
crossing from Stornoway to the tiny island of
North Rona followed by over 70 hours for the
final leg to Faroe. Although they intended to
have a day’s rest on Rona before the final leg,
they were advised that the weather window
was closing in so they elected to paddle on
after only a short rest on the island. The pair
managed to sleep, one hour at a time, by
removing the footrests and sliding down into
the body of their kayaks, lowering the centre
of gravity and increasing their stability.
These two journeys, carried out at speeds
of between 30 and 65 miles per day, might
be considered as supporting evidence that
both the nonstop crossing from Greenland to
Orkney and the ‘stepping stones’ crossing by
the Inuit in the late 1600s would be possible.
However, the volume of the ‘Belhelvie
kayak’ is only about half of that of modern
sea kayaks of a similar length. There is good
reason to believe that this kayak would be
representative of the ones seen around Orkney,
in which case, for a journey from Greenland,
storage of sufficient food and water would
have been difficult. Sleeping and dealing with
the normal bodily functions would have been
difficult if not impossible as the Greenland
kayaks would not have allowed sufficient room
for the occupants to lie down nor to move
safely out of the cockpit. There is also some
doubt that the kayak itself would survive a
journey of more than a few days without
becoming waterlogged owing to leakage.
There is also the question of why the journey
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Prime Minister Gladstone was to blame
with the evil clique around him;
sent one thousand marines to Skye,
the people there to hound them...
The Skipper

would have been made. The Inuit were adapted
to an environment of snow and ice and knew
how to survive in such conditions. Why
would they travel hundreds of miles to an
environment which was unnatural for them?
While I believe that the Inuit man who
paddled ashore near Aberdeen in the early
1700s probably escaped from captivity on a
homebound whaler, with or without assistance
from crew members, I think the solution
to the riddle of the Finmen in Orkney lies
elsewhere.
Between 1300 and 1800 was an era which
has been termed the ‘Little Ice Age’. During
this period, and particularly between 1680
and 1700, the coldest cycle of the Little Ice
Age, the sea ice around Greenland would
have been extensive for much if not all of the
year. Changes in the extent of open water in
summer and the extent and thickness of the
sea ice in winter would therefore have had a
radical influence on the subsistence hunting
culture of the Inuit.
In the winter of 1683/84 the sea even froze
in European waters. Belts of sea ice appeared
along the coasts of southeastern England
and northern France, ice lay thirty to forty
kilometres offshore along parts of the Dutch
coast and shipping was halted throughout the
North Sea as harbours were choked with ice.
On January 24th 1684 the diarist John
Evelyn wrote:
‘Frost… more & more severe, the Thames
before London was planted with bothes
(booths) in formal streets, as in a Citty… It
was a severe judgement on the Land: the trees
not onely splitting as if lightning-strock, but

Expected limits of the pack ice in the North
Atlantic in 20th century
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Men and Cattell perishing in divers places, and
the very seas so locked up with yce, that no
vessells could stirr out, or come in.’
Since the climate appears to have been at
its coldest during the period when the Inuit
in Orkney were said to have arrived (1680
- 1700) it is possible that the increase in the
extent of the sea ice in this period may have
had a direct bearing on how and why their
journey was made.
In the worst of ‘bad’ years in the twentieth
century, the pack ice in both winter and
summer would have stretched from the
north coast of Iceland, round the southern
tip of Greenland, making settlements on the
east coast of Greenland inaccessible by sea
throughout the year without the use of an
ice breaker. In a ‘good’ year in mid summer,
the east coast of Greenland south of Latitude
80º would have been ice free for the whole
year and the whole of the west coast would
have been navigable to the north of Ellesmere
Island.
The pack ice around Greenland during the
‘Little Ice Age’ was far more extensive than it
would have been in the worst years of the 20th
century. In 1695 the ice sheet extended so far
to the east and south that ice was reported to
have blocked the entire coast of Iceland for
much of the year, halting all shipping. In the
winter of this year, conditions would have been
even more extreme.
The kayak was the principal hunting tool
for the Inuit of Greenland during much of the
year. During the heart of the Arctic winter,
when the ice prevented the use of the kayak,
Inuit families would have survived mostly on
provisions collected during the rest of the year.
However, extensive sea-ice around the south
of Greenland during the Little Ice Age would
have reduced the opportunities of hunting
from kayaks and forced the Inuit to hunt
seals on the ice, waiting for many hours at a
blowhole for a seal to surface.
One can imagine that, if climatic conditions
became too severe to support life, there would
be a large proportion of the population which
would succumb to starvation but a few who
would attempt to move to a more habitable
location. This may have involved living on
the edge of the pack ice so that hunting seal
from kayaks could continue. Inadvertently, a
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group of Inuit hunters might have travelled by
kayak east along the ice edge towards Europe,
resulting in the sightings of the Finmen in
Orkney.
Norman Rogers is the author of Searching for
the Finmen (Matador 2012). He is a recreational
kayak paddler involved in both marathon and sea
kayaks and is an avid researcher into the history of
the kayak.
See http://www.searchingforthefinmen.co.uk/
See also a podcast at http://seakayakpodcasts.
com/Main.html
Further Reading
Debenham, F, The Eskimo Kayak, Polar Record 1
(7), 1934
Fossett, R, In Order to Live Untroubled,
University of Manitoba Press, 2001
Golden, H, Kayaks of Greenland, White House
Grocery Press, 2006
Heath, J, The Phantom Kayakers, Sea Kayaker
Magazine,Vol. 4, Summer 1987
Heath, J, Eastern Arctic Kayaks, University of
Alaska Press, 2004
Kleivan, I, Another Fragment in the History of the
Kayak, Gronland, 1990
Longyard, W H, A Spec on the Sea, McGrawHill, 2003
MacRitchie, D, The Aberdeen Kayak & Its
Congeners, Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries
of Scotland, February 12th 1912
Nooter, G, Old Kayaks in the Netherlands, E J
Brill, Leiden, 1971
Souter, W Clark, The Story of Our Kayak &
Some Others, Aberdeen University Press, 1934
Whitaker, I, The Scottish Kayaks & the Finn-men,
Antiquity,Vol XXXVI, 1954
Whitaker, I, The Scottish Kayaks Reconsidered,
Antiquity,Vol LI, No. 201, March 1977
* Finn-men
James Wallace, in his publication of 1693,
refers to ‘Finnmen’, which is changed
to ‘Finn-men’ for the revision of the same
work in 1700. John Brand’s book, published
in 1701, uses the terms ‘Finmen’ and ‘Finmen’. Later works by other authors use ‘Finn
Men’ in addition to the other variations. I have
arbitrarily chosen the spelling ‘Finmen’.

Sound of Raasay Coast
Addressing
noted for its shape. In fact, its lines fall well short of the
one at Bàgh nan Gunnaichean but this time there is a
viewpoint for coach parties by the Mealt Falls draining
Loch Mealt. A black house by the loch at Ellishadder is
now a museum and Dùn Grianan broch stands by the
loch. Dùn Raisaburgh broch and Dùn Dearg fort are
also close by.
Sandstone strata at Bhaltos have spherical rocks of
various sizes embedded at the same level, suggesting
they are volcanic bombs which rained down in
considerable density.
611m Beinn Edra stands inland as part of the long
basalt escarpment which runs parallel to the coast. In
1945 it was hit in the mist by a Flying Fortress. These
days there are jets carrying out training flights in the
area. There is also birdlife which includes guillemots,
black guillemots, puffins, razorbills, cormorants,
common, blackbacked and herring gulls and fulmars.

Skye’s
unruly
residents
NASA

Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.
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rom An Corran (Dec 2011 guide) the coast
begins with a smooth rock platform. At Ob
nan Ròn the Staffin Community Slipway was
opened in 2000 by the Princess Royal, a popular
launching point with a parking area for trailed
boats, not to mention some kayaks lying around the
abandoned buildings. For some wave directions it gives
more shelter than the beach at An Corran.
The shoreline rises steeply again, hiding Garafad
and its chambered cairns and even 466m Bioda
Buidhe. The malevolent ghost of Colann gun Cheann
murdered people by throwing his head at them. He
was banished to Arisaig until a young man caught
the head on the end of his sword and made the ghost
promise to return to Skye where, presumably, he
remains a danger.
The 60m high Kilt Rock with columnar black
basalt at the top, turning horizontal at the bottom, is

Isle of Skye

Staffin Island, seen from the Staffin Community Slipway.

The official Kilt Rock.
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One of many interesting coastal rock formations near Eaglais Bhreagach.

The fall below Loch Mealt.
The cliffs rise again, hiding Cul nan
Cnoc and Lonfern with a memorial by the
A855, Dùn Connavern and the remains of
beehive dwellings from the early Christian
era. There is also a settlement site on the
neck of Rubha nam Brathairean which
stretches out towards Rona.
The remains of industrial buildings on the

shore at Inver Tote draw attention to the mouth of the
Lealt River. Almost hidden between two hillsides are
the Lealt Falls, cut through lava to Mesozoic rocks, one
of the most powerful falls on Skye. The valley has other
signs of former industry, including a now dismantled
railway which brought quarry material down from
Loch Cuithir.
Beyond the Dùn Grainan fort site is the church

The hefty final fall on the Lealt River at Inver Tote.
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The Rigg Burn working well.

shaped Eaglais Bhreagach where Clan MacQueen
raised the Devil using the ancient Taghairm ceremony
which involved roasting live cats. A cairn helps to
locate it from the road, together with a couple of
kilometres of coast with caves and arches, not Skye’s
most spectacular.
Unmarked on the OS 1:50,000 map is what must
be the most enjoyable water feature in Britain, theme
parks included. The Rigg Burn delivers a powerful
jet of water almost vertically down a slot in the cliff
onto a horizontal sandstone ledge. This has resulted in
scouring out a saucer which is over 2m deep below
the jet but the depth reduces to nothing as the water
trickles over the edges all round. The current flows
strongly in all directions from the jet, making it a
challenge to reach, even with the help of a stunted
tree overhanging one side of the pool, like a powerful,
inverted, cold water jaccuzi. It is a white water
swimming spot second to none. Finally, the water
leaves the sandstone ledge by various routes including
a significant fall in the centre. Reaching the top of the
ledge is easy as it is possible to walk up the adjacent
shingle beach. Primroses and celandines complete the
setting.
Overlooking one of the largest landslips in Britain,
30km long, is the Storr, great, at 719m, fiacaill storàch
meaning buck tooth. In fact, it is the Old Man of Storr
which is of greater interest. He and his wife went
hunting a lost cow but looked back while running
away from some magical giants. His wife has fallen
over but he remains as a leaning black obelisk, 49m
high with a pointed top and just 12m in diameter. The
remains of a volcanic plug, the first successful ascent
was made in 1955 by Don Whillans’ team and this is
still a popular challenge for climbers.
Striking cliffs with vertical strata at the top lead
into Bearreraig Bay where the waterfall down from
Loch Leathan is less obvious than the pipes down the
hillside to a 1952 power station on the shore, reached
by a pulley operated railway. Small ammonites abound
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The Storr with the Old Man of Storr.
on the shore. A more notable find in 1891 was of 28
silver objects such as jewellery and ingots, 92 10th
century Anglo Saxon coins and 18 silver coins from
Samarkand, thought to have belonged to a Norse sailor.
Holm Island is a landmark on the Skye shore and
was considered to be Tir-nan-h’Oig, the Celtic land
of perpetual youth. Across the Sound of Raasay, Rona,
Fladday and Raasay are gradually closing on the
mainland. Weak flows in the sound begin south from
an hour after Dover high water and north from five
hours before Dover high water, later in the south.
There is submarine and fishing activity in the sound,
including by dolphins and common seals.
Beyond 349m high Fiurnean is Prince Charles’
Cave where he landed on 3rd July 1746 after two
days on Raasay. It is not at all obvious, perhaps an
important feature. The cliffs rise to 392m Sìthean a’
Bhealaich Chumhaing before easing to 310m Bealach

The Rigg Burn’s swimming hole.
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Cumhang from where a steep grass slope drops almost
continuously to Rubha na h-Àirde Glaise.
The first of the sea lochs on the east side of Skye
is Loch Portree. Like the others, it suffers violent
squalls out of the harbour with strong easterly or
southwesterly winds.
Facing the entrance is Toravaig with the remains of a
chapel, Dùn Torvaig and Mac Coitir’s Cave, said to run
right under the island to Bracadale.
Portree sits deeper in the loch. Kiltragleann was
renamed Port Rìgh, king’s port, after James V came
in 1540 with a dozen ships to claim the allegiance
of the chieftains of Skye who tended to be a law to
themselves.
The south side of the loch entrance is dominated
by 413m Ben Tianavaig. The lochside at Udairn has
Scarf Caves and Tom Cave while other caves, pinnacles
and overhanging rocks continue to Tianavaig Bay

Rubha na h-Àirde Glaise with Ben Tianavaig on the far side of Loch Portree.
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Reviews of new books
and publications
Camas a’ Mhòr-bheòil with the Cuillins rising behind.

FACT FILE
Distance
From An Corran to Balmeanach is 36km.
Public Transport
Skyeways 12 buses serve Staffin and Portree.
Citylink 916 and 917 buses serve Portree and
Sconser.
Campsites
There are campsites at Staffin, Torvaig and
Sligachan Hotel.
Youth Hostels
There are youth hostels at Flodigarry, Uig and
Raasay.
OS 1:50,000 Sheets
23 North Skye
24 Raasay & Applecross
(32 South Skye & Cuillin Hills)
Admiralty Charts
2209 Inner Sound (1:50,000)
2210 Approaches to Inner Sound
(1:50,000)
2534 Plans in the Sound of Raasay. Sound of
Raasay (1:25,000). Portree Harbour (1:12,500).
Narrows of Raasay (1:12.500).
Tidal Constants
Uig Bay: HW Dover - 4 hrs 40 mins,
LW Dover - 4 hrs 20 mins
Portree: Dover - 4 hrs 40 mins
Forecasts
Marinecall: Ardnamurchan - Cape Wrath,
09014 737 474
Sea Area: Hebrides
Submarine Areas
Trodday, Portree
Lifeboats
Inshore: Kyle of Lochalsh
All Weather: Portree
Helicopter
Stornoway
Maritime Rescue Centre
Stornoway, 01851 702013/4
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where there are fish traps, overlooked
by Camastianavaig.
A submarine cable crosses to Raasay
and Dùn Vlarveg fort stands on the
shoreline between Lower Ollach and
Upper Ollach. Sgeir Dhubh occupies
the approach to the bight of Camas
a’ Mhòr-bheòil. Topped by Dunan an
Aisilidh, a finger of land projects to
form the Narrows of Raasay, flows
to 6km/h running southeast from
two hours after Dover high water
and northwest from three hours forty
minutes before Dover high water.
Caves in the cliffs are used by nesting
cormorants.
Behind Balmeanach Bay are the
Braes where troops suppressed crofter
demonstrations over the Clearances
in 1882. There was a battle between
fifty Glasgow police and crofters who
were being denied grazing rights,
claimed to have been the last battle
on British soil. Gunboats were sent
with marines to Uig. Gladstone set up
a Royal Commission and in 1886 the
Crofters Act was established to protect
their rights and give security of tenure
at a fair rent. The community has a
mixture of black houses and modern
bungalows.
The bank up to the road at
Gedintailor is high and steep while
Balmeanach has fenced sheep fields
which tend to make road access
difficult.
Submarine power cables run from
Balmeanach Bay to Raasay while a fish
farm is stretched out across the bay.
A practical landing point is to round
the spit at Rubh’ an Torra Mhòir into
Loch Sligachan and past another Sgeir
Dhubh to reach the end of the B883
at Peinachorrain where it is possible
to get a vehicle down a steep track to
the water. Loch Sligachan has flows in
from an hour and forty minutes after
Dover high water and out from four
hours forty minutes before Dover high
water. It can suffer from very heavy
squalls, likely to be imminent if cloud
caps are blowing off the peaks. 444m
Ben Lee provides the backdrop on the
north side of the loch.
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Reeds Weather Handbook
Frank Singleton
Adlard Coles Nautical, 50 Bedford Sq, London
WC1B 3DP
978 1 4081 5247 8
2nd Jan 2014
160 x 100mm
143 pages, paperback
£8.99
‘Here, we will concentrate on what the sailor
sees and experiences without much discussion of
the theory.’ In fact, it is not just the sail and power users in this book’s
subtitle who will benefit from it. As one of the Reeds Handbook
series it is small and compact, achieved by leaving out the theory and
concentrating on what the boat user encounters.
It is not just psychological if you find it harder paddling in cold wind.
‘Cold, dry air is denser than warm, moist air. For a given wind speed,
there can be 10% more force... in cold air than in warm air.’
Sea breezes are addressed in some detail with a map covering most
of southern England and the Channel, where all winds seem to be
heading for somewhere in the vicinity of Tunbridge Wells. There are also
some local effects, such as in Torbay where you might find yachts under
spinnakers approaching you from opposite directions.
An experienced sailor and former senior Met Office forecaster, the
author is happy to show that for forecasting ‘Dutch charts may be easier
to use than UK ones.’ The book ends with many sources of information
of various kinds, including the internet although websites are given
without URLs as these often change.
The ‘comprehensive pocket guide’ claim is well justified.
Light Through a Lens

Tom Cave at the mouth of Loch Portree.

Neil Jones & Paul Ridgway
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 7595 8
2014
260mm sq
157 pages, hardback
This year Trinity House
celebrate their 500th
anniversary, this cleverly
titled book recording the
history of their work over
five centuries.
Sadly, the lighthouses
are now all automated. No
longer do sea kayak groups
visit with the day’s paper to
trade for a cup of tea, a chat and a tour of the light. Yet these structures
are still present as vital safety features for shipping.
This well illustrated volume is not a coffee table book of lighthouse
portraits so much as a study of how the lights have been and are kept
operational and the work of looking after the other navigation markers,
the landmarks of the sea.

Lia Ditton
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4729 0113 2
11th Sep 2014
230 x 160mm
224 pages, paperback
£16.99
Books of this nature often end up as
the author giving a novice’s view after
attempting each sport. This time the author
talks of rowing the Atlantic from her own
experience and gathers the rest of her
information from interviewing an expert
in each sport, tempered by her skills as a
professional racing sailor.
In fact, ‘sport’ is often the wrong word. The adventures include bog
snorkelling (‘so impressively pointless that it is worth doing once’),
swimming with sharks and eating in an underwater restaurant. (Can you
‘do’ an adventure.)
While we get less coverage than you might expect, just kayak
camping in British Columbia and the Panapompom Canoe Regatta
in dugouts in Papua New Guinea, there are plenty of other places
where we should feel close to the action, such as paddleboarding the
Mississippi and packrafting in Alaska. Many of the venues may be
familiar, the River Nevis, the Verdon Gorge, the American River, the
Futaléufú and the Irish coast, for example. Then there are safety kayaks
when swimming from Alcatraz to San Fransisco and sea kayaks in an
excursion from an Antarctic cruise. ‘Explore with the freedom only a
kayak affords.’
The language is a touch tourist brochureish, do this, see that, but the
ideas are far more imaginative, each activity getting four pages, plenty
of pictures and a summary of locations, complexity, cost and lasting
sentiment.
Costing puzzled me, being relative cost excluding travel to the
venue and given with a score of 1 to 5. A gondola rowing lesson in
Venice scores 2, which I noted as E80 per hour this summer, yet wild
swimming in a French lake scores the same, as does flyboarding in
Miami.
On the whole, the problems are not given much prominence. The
book is a great source of ideas which are so varied that you can only
marvel at some while the others are at the most basic level.
Adlard Coles Nautical Puzzle Book
Judith Chamberlain-Webber
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4729 0912
2014
A6
128 pages, paperback
£6.99
Being small and light, this is an ideal book to
include on a trip such as a sea kayak expedition
where there is likely to be time spent ashore, sitting
out the weather. Time really does seem to pass quickly while trying to
resolve these puzzles.
They are claimed to be for all ages, from children upwards, but most
require a considerable amount of grey matter, assisted by knowledge of
sailing, current and historical. Such is the case for spotting the odd one
out, interpreting a word or phrase represented by a picture, matching
up halves of names, finding a word to put with either of two others
to make a further two, logic puzzles and finding the missing letter in a
semaphore signal (for which the code is given at the back). There are
also steps from one word to another, changing a letter at a time.
Word searches are easier than crossword puzzles, some of which
involve a high proportion of anagrams while others do not include
any. There is no grading to indicate which are likely to be easier for
children.
An important part of the book involves making as many words as
possible from a set of letters or the letters of a given word. The first
is battleship (‘30 words = average, 70 words = good, 140 words =
excellent’). I was pleased to reach 124, by which time I could not

CANOEIST November 2014

35

remember whether I was repeating myself. Turning to the answers, I was
surprised to find a list of 554, a significant proportion of which were
words unknown to me and quite a few failing to make the 192,000
words in The Oxford English Reference Dictionary, our final authority on
linguistic matters. I guess being a Scrabble addict would help.
These lists account for a large proportion of the 24 pages of answers
to the 156 puzzles. Sometimes I would have appreciated some pointers
to the method of working as well, such as for the anagrams in sets of
four panels of four with one letter missing.
Users should plan ahead and take some blank paper. A few hours
pouring over the puzzles can result in a lot of writing.
Adlard Coles Nautical Quiz Book
Judith Chamberlain-Webber
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4729 0913
2014
A6
128 pages, paperback
£6.99
In similar style to the puzzle book, this one
contains 1,000 questions on all things nautical. They
cover science, geography, history, culture, people and
trivia, 160 of each, presented separately and to three grades of difficulty
so you have a fair idea of what you are tackling before you start. Finally,
there are 40 quick fire questions. Knowledge of old sailing ships and
modern yacht racing would help with some of the questions but there
is plenty here that you should know if you take to the sea in anything.
Canoes are not overlooked entirely. Answers are all given. Filling the
occasional space is a did you know fact.
Again, it is an entertaining way of passing the time and takes up little
room.
Wilderness Paddling 2015

Walking on Gran Canaria

The Ceredigion & Snowdonia Coast Paths

Paddy Dillon
Cicerone, 2 Police Sq, Milnthorpe, Cumbria
LA7 7PY
978 1 85284 602 2
2013
170 x 120mm
233 pages, paperback
£14.95
It is usual for a walking guide to an island to
include information of interest to those on the
adjacent sea. Unfortunately that does not happen
in this case. Few of the chosen footpaths reach the shore and, even when
they do, coastal information is dismissed quickly. For those on the water
the greatest interest will be in the formerly volcanic mountains and
other landforms visible from the water, as they were to the Guanches
who were believed to have colonized the Canary islands from northern
Africa by canoe 2,000 years ago.

Cicerone
978 1 85284 738 8
2014
170 x 120mm
171 pages, paperback
£12.95
Although a walking guide, this book covers the
Welsh coast from Porthmadog to St Dogmaels,
including the Dwyryd below Maentwrog and
the Dovey below Machynllech. Even though
everything is looked at from the land perspective,
there are some clear hints about what can be seen from the sea, such as
cliffs which are rarely visible from the coast path, a waterfall which can
only be viewed from the beach at low tide or a section past Cardigan
Island which the landowner is currently preventing from being used by
walkers. Many of the points of interest are as relevant to the sea paddler
as they are to the rambler.
Kayaks do make a couple of distant appearances, among the craft at
New Quay and a paddling group at Carreg Bica. Another picture shows
the Pont Tonfanau over the Dysynni, which I saw being completed in
June 2013, so the information is right up to date.

Walking in Menorca
Paddy Dillon
Cicerone
978 1 85284 688 6
2013
170 x 120mm
218 pages, paperback
£14.95
The final third of this book covers the Camí
de Cavalls, the footpath which circumnavigates
Menorca, and a number of shorter walks end
at the coast or around the port of Maó, with
pictures often showing the coast. Particularly telling is the difference
between the two halves of the island, the south with sandy beaches and
holidaymakers, the north with slate cliffs and pebble beaches.
The map sections have text which is not the easiest to read but, as this
is from the official 1:50,000 map of the island, there is not much that
can be done about it.
The language glossary is better than most, with both the local Catalan
and Spanish with their varied pronunciations. The Catalan includes
topographical terms and the names of menu items, even describing the
contents of local dishes, which may not have equivalents elsewhere.
The Moselle Cycle Route

Gary & Joanie McGuffin
Firefly Books
978 1 77085 350 8
Jul 2014
300 x 360mm
£8.95 (inc VAT) from Orca Book Services, Unit 3A, Fleets Corner,
Poole, Dorset BH17 0HL
Firefly’s Wilderness Paddling calendar follows its usual format, each
large, high quality, full page picture above a page of dates with room to
write in engagements. (There is also space for writing in dates for the
last four months of the previous year.) Public holidays are noted, from
Yom Kippur to Guy Fawkes’ Night, and including British Summer
Time dates.
Most of the pictures are of open canoes in Ontario wilderness but
there are three of kayaks. Two pictures are of Greenland, one of Utah
and one of Ungava Bay, the canoe barely visible in the dark below the
northern lights.
The calendar is well up to its normal standard with only the usual
irritating positioning of the suspension holes to mar it.
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Mike Wells
Cicerone
978 1 85284 721 0
2014
170 x 120mm
204 pages, paperback
£14.95
Adjoining the author’s guide to the Rhine (Nov
13, p62), this latest guide covers the full length
of the Moselle from its source to the Rhine at
Koblenz. The cycle route often uses towpaths,
follows some abandoned canal sections, includes excursions to the Saar
and Rhine gorges and notes the Épinal white water canoe course.
Levels are given, allowing the river gradients to be calculated as
distances are included and river distance marker boards are noted. Maps
at 1:150,000 are not the clearest ever but there are enlargements for
major towns. Facilities along the way are mentioned, not least the wine
for which the valley is famous.
As usual, an extensive introduction covers the background, logistics,
accommodation, food, drink and more. If tempted by this river, the
book offers useful background information.
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for considerable distances from the beaches and pay carparks which
are not unlocked until late in the morning. If you want to get on the
water early to avoid the crowds, that may not be possible, a succession of
villages having no parking at all for several hours after dawn each day in
the summer.
Beach Guide
Conseil Insular de Formentara
Oct 2012
A5
24 pages, paperback
Each beach in this guide to
For mentara has a double page
spread with a full page photograph
plus a smaller one. The text covers
about a third of a page, giving a
brief description. The likely degree
of crowding is given and there is a list of beaches where bathing
costumes are not required although many beaches seem to be fairly
relaxed in this respect. Beaches with disabled access are also noted. Wind
direction is relevant and advice is given on obtaining information on it.
The Colors of the Mediterranean

Algarve Beach Guide
Associação Turismo do Algarve, Av 5 de
Outubro 18, 8000-076 Faro, Algarve,
Portugal
2006
A5
177 pages, paperback
Free
Each beach, from the cliffbound ones in
the west to the open estuarial ones towards
the Spanish border, is given a page. Half of
this is a photograph with another smaller one,
these frequently showing the beach looking
in the two directions, often from the air.
Pictures are captioned when the location is not obvious.
The text, in excellent English, is free of hype and flowery adjectives.
It covers the approach road, parking, facilities, access onto the beach,
archaeology, geology, beach material, rock formations, arches, caves,
fauna, flora, bathing, surf conditions, direction the beach faces and how
crowded it gets, as applicable. Canoeing does not usually make the
list of adventure sports although a canoe hire shop is noted and some
kayaks appear in photographs. Warnings are given of strong currents and
potential cliff falls.
Sections are introduced with general overviews and double
page photographs. At the back there is a glossary of geology and
biology terms and there is a short section on plants, animals and birds
mentioned in the guide, some with rather small photographs.
Printing in on quite stiff paper and the book is wire bound so that it
can be folded back on itself. As beach guides go, this is by far the best I
have ever seen, a first rate publication.
Beaches
City & County of Swansea
Mar 2013
210 x 100mm
12 pages, paperback
Beaches round the south side of the Gower from
Swansea Bay to Broughton Bay are presented with
a fold out map showing some of the activities which
go on at each bay. The latter do not include kayaks
although some appear in the pictures. The beaches
include Rhossili, claimed by one website survey as
the best in Britain.
The booklet presents five beaches per page, each with a photograph
and a sentence or two mentioning the highlights and how accessible it
is. A row of icons indicates the facilities available, colour coded for the
distances from the beach. Although this includes parking, the parking
times are not included. Several of these bays have total parking bans

Edizioni l’Orbicolare
2013
240 x 150mm
91 pages, paperback
Free
The coast of the toe of Italy is introduced
in this book. Often the pages are arranged
so that they fold out to give four page
spreads. Half of the rest of the book is text, in
American, so there is plenty of information
on every aspect of the coast, including
the history which has shaped it in recent
centuries. Panels draw attention to particular
aspects, including the wildlife, logistics are
addressed and advice is given on things not to
be missed.
Menorca Natural
Fundació Desti Menorca, Cami
des Castell 28, 07702 Maó,
Menorca
2013
A4
27 pages, paperback
I t i s re f re s h i n g t o f i n d a
nominated biosphere reser ve,
this one 20 years old, in which
sustainable growth is positively
encouraged. ‘You will discover a
range of wildlife that will exhilarate
you, especially in the Mar ine
Reserve of the North coast’. This
booklet, in English and German,
g ives a page to each outdoor
activity you might try on the
island, mostly watersports. These
are well illustrated, kayaks getting more than their fair share of the
coverage. Surprisingly, these are amongst several sports where there is
encouragement to head off alone with no previous experience. While
most of the water is shown as calm and clear. obviously warm, there are
also waves breaking onto sharp volcanic rock.
A 10 point country code is included at the end of this booklet which
welcomes visitors to the countryside.
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Trang

Tourism Authority of Thailand
Nigerian Tourism Development
Jan 2010
Corporation
210 x 100mm
280 x 210mm
28 pages, paperback
8 pages, paperback
Free
Nigeria has a wide assortment
This is a frustrating booklet, more concerned with
of waters, from major rivers and
logistics than why you should want to go there.
large falls and enclosed waters from
There is more text than illustrations. Sit on top
a small suspended lake to a 70km
kayaks are shown at times but not mentioned in
oxbow lake to beaches, including
the text whereas waterfalls are described but never
surfing. Four venues are introduced
shown. It seems to be based on tourist day trips from
per page, each with a photograph,
the city of Trang. We are told that sea travel is best
a paragraph on why the location is
from October to May but not given the reason. A
important and a small map to give
its location in the country. A score fold out map is light on detail yet shows plenty of roads which are not
of varied venues are shown in the particularly relevant. There is also a photograph of a beach, presumably
taken through a window as it shows a large lamp hanging over the
brief pamphlet.
scene. There is some interesting material but you will have to search for
it.
Soca Valley
Canal Food Trail
Brecon Beacons National Park
210 x 100mm unfolding to 210 x 590mm
The intention is to show places which offer food
and drink on the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal
between Talybont-on-Usk and Gilwern. The fold out
map is in cartoon format, hardly an accurate route
map. However, it is deceptively informative. Bridges
and locks are all numbered and the premises offering
custom are drawn with enough accuracy to make
them easy to identify.
Distances and times are given for canoeing
between various points and some launch points are
suggested. Return transport is detailed, including
a taxi firm with a bike trailer. Features of interest along the way are
highlighted.
On the back, each facility is listed with address, telephone number
and sometimes opening hours. Some local produce is mentioned and
canoe hire is noted.
A number of premises in Crickhowell are included but, although the
Usk is shown, facilities convenient for the river are usually excluded.

East Coast
Sharjah Commerce & Tourism
Development Authority
190 x 170mm
10 + 10 pages, paperback
This booklet is symmetrical, reading
in English from one end and in Arabic
from the other. Strangely, the pictures are
also symmetrical, those at one end being
reversed from those at the other although
it is not obvious which are the true ones.
Alternate pages have full page pictures and
there are some more pictures opposite
with limited text, introducing the country and, in particular, the wildlife
of the Khor Kalba Conservation Reserve. A location map would have
been useful.
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Sea Kayaker folds
The American magazine Sea Kayaker has ceased publication exactly
30 years after it was launched, having established itself as the leading
authority around the world on sea kayaks. The final issue repeated the
cover of the first issue, for several years having used a distinctive form of
illustration on covers.
Writing the final editorial, Christopher Cunningham said ‘We
watched with great interest when one kayak magazine made the jump
from print to digital. It went under after a few web-based issues.’ It was
not always advantageous to be ahead of our time but, like Sea Kayaker,
we were not prepared to make false claims about circulation. Both of
us presented paddling as it was, not deliberately glossing over the sport’s
problems as some advertisers wished.
‘The safety articles... gave us a reputation as the “doom-and-gloom”

CANOEIST November 2014

Water ebook to download
Words & Water is an international group of authors who have
put together an ebook of stories and poems on water. This can be
downloaded from https://smashwords/view/330936. There is no charge
but you are asked to make a donation to Water-Aid, the charity for
whom this work is being undertaken.
What is a waterway?
Waterways World have had two complaints this year that their annual
UK Waterways Route Planning Map lacks information for kayak users
in the West Country. Noting that ideas differ on what constitutes a
waterway, they intend to take a look at how they describe the map in
future. Being the most numerous group of ‘navigators’ in ‘boats’ makes
us the elephant in the room as far as officialdom is concerned.

off the walls of structures way above the ground. Another masochism
feature saw a group of surfers overwinter in northern Norway, surfing
in the half light and spending much of their time chopping timber for
the fire in the cabin they built in an effort to keep melting the ice when
even their cooking oil was freezing.
How can people go to the cinema to watch films about guns and
carefully contrived explosions when there is so much death defying
adventure taking place in the real world? My adrenalin level is still
recovering.
The 2014 programme includes 22 minutes of Nobody’s River, a source
to sea run of the Amur in Mongolia by four women. Tickets cost
£13 with November showings in London (1st/2nd), Bristol (3/4th),
Sheffield (5th), Manchester (6th), Glasgow (7th), Edinburgh (8th) and
Birmingham (9th).

Plastic Oceans

This film was viewed in February, at which time it ran for 11 minutes.
It was incomplete, requiring a further seven months of work once
additional funding was obtained. It was unclear whether it will be
shown on television, in cinemas or somewhere else which will benefit
from its Hollywood connections.
The issue is the increasing presence of plastic waste in the sea. Think
how much plastic waste you personally throw away every week. Some
coastal communities around the world now have their beaches and
lagoons covered with bottles and other waste plastic. The bed of the
Mediterranean is looking increasingly like a refuse tip. Offshore, the
debris is being pushed in five great ocean gyres towards what are being
called plastic islands. In fact, on the surface there is nothing to see. It
looks pristine. However, in the decade the plastic takes to reach these
points it is broken down into small flakes. Below the surface is a soup
perhaps 10m deep, looking like a suspended snowstorm. A whale taking
a mouthful of water and plankton takes in a huge quantity of this plastic.
There are the inevitable shots of wildlife ensnared in plastic nets and
rings. Many creatures see the bright colours and swallow the smaller
pieces as fish. Dead shearwaters picked up off a beach in Tasmania are
shown to have their crops filled with plastic pieces so that there is no
room for food and they starve.
Perhaps of greatest concern is that these plastics are very quick and
efficient at collecting toxins such as carginogens, even such chemicals
European Outdoor Film Tour
The nine films or excerpts making up the 2 hour programme of the as DDT which has been banned for years. They do not react with the
2013/14 EOFT involved a significant amount of flying through the air plastics, just adhere to them. Thus, plastics concentrate toxins and feed
accompanied by pieces of sports equipment. This was a European tour them into the food chain when they are consumed, working their way
of 200 venues, 8 in Scotland and England, but the films were worldwide. up to the fish we eat, not welcome news to the fishing industry. We do
Kicking off the action were paddlers Erik Boomer, Tyler Bradt, Galen not want to think of fish as sources of cancer and other serious diseases.
This problem is growing fast. The Germans have tackled it and now
Volckhausen, Tim Kemple, Anson Fogel and Blake Hendrix in Skip
Armstrong’s Cascada. This was 30m fall running in the Mexican jungle, recycle all plastics, none going to landfill, but few others have taken
partly filmed from a line across a gorge. Blades were thrown away on the problem seriously. Plastics are made from oil and there are ways of
the drop and, just when it seemed that the pattern was established, the breaking it down to its constituent parts but not cheaply.
There is a much greater concern here that the eyesore of plastic
final descent was done with a paddleboard. (It would be stretching the
flotsam on our tidelines.
truth to say it was stand up or on a paddleboard.)
The setting for what looked like stiff Alpine climbing turned out to
be downhill skiing, although down cliff face would be more accurate, Scottish film in top 10
Handling Emergency Situations is a Gordon Brown sea kayak film
probably not a lot different from canoeing down wet cliff faces except
that the consequences of an error would continue much faster for a directed and produced by Simon Willis. It took 10th place in this year’s
Reel Paddling Film Festival in North America. The winner was Creek
much longer descent.
An off road solo cycle tour of Kyrgyzstan brought out the sheer Boater, featuring Kim Becker.
persistent masochistic streak, including swimming across a large river
in flood with a bike and trailer. Hurtling along mountain ridges was
another variation on the theme. Off road usually implies being on solid
surfaces now and again but that didn’t seem to happen often on what
seemed like a giant multiple skateboard park in New Zealand as some
invisible giant juggled frantically with a swarm of bikers.
Off width climbing is crack climbing, the ultimate challenge being
the Century in North America. A couple of unassuming lads from the
Lake District took this prize from under the noses of the Americans,
then went back and did it for a second time after their initial method of
fixing safety cover was questioned.
Do any of the trips you have done deserve a
For those who think canyoning is wet hiking, The Beginning was
larger readership than your club newsletter
something else, some phenomenal leaps down cliffs or falls to reach the
water, sometimes requiring bounces off opposite rock faces.
alone can give? We are pleased to hear from
A French flying circus left Monty Python in the cold, with parafoil
those who wish to share memories of their
action, rock climbing in clown’s shoes then jumping off the high
face, leaping off the roof of a vehicle crossing the Millau viaduct and
trips with others.
undertaking acrobatics on a tight line between two needles of rock at
the top of a mountain range.
A visit to Svalbard saw skiers subjecting their skis to the railings down
mail@canoeist.co.uk
long flights of stairs, somersaulting high through the air and bouncing
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RDO Smaragdna pot
2012
A4
35 pages, paperback
The Soca is claimed as Slovenia’s
most beautiful river and there are
plenty of pictures to do it justice.
These include playboats, a slalom
C1 and sprint K1s. Names like
Bovec and Alpe Adr ia will be
familiar to paddlers and there
is infor mation on the Solkan
slalom course. A page is devoted
to a sketch map of the river with
grades, disused and active access
points (which must be used),
summer paddling times and permit
requirements.
Lots of other activities are introduced and a grid shows which
activities can be undertaken at which towns. Included is an international
bridge jumping competition. A large picture shows someone apparently
plunging onto the rocks. Intriguingly, if the pictured is turned the other
way up he appears to be heading for the rocks on the other bank of the
river.

magazine. While that may have been unpopular with the growing
industry that might have benefited more from a more up-beat lifestyle
approach, the interests of our readers was our primary concern.’
He added ‘We weren’t alone among publications that struggled to
maintain high standards as the web created the impression that in the
age of information, information is free.’

Fi

Waterways of Nigeria

Memories to
share?
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The National Coachwatch Institution
When two fishermen lost their lives off the
Cornish coast near a recently closed coastguard
lookout the local people, upset by the tragedy,
decided to restore the visual watch. The first
National Coastwatch Institution station opened
at Bass Point on the Lizard in 1994. Others
quickly followed in the wake of the closure of
a number of Coastguard stations and today 50
operational stations are keeping watch around
our coastline.
High technology and sophisticated systems
have vastly improved safety at sea but there is no
substitute for a watchful pair of eyes. Accidents
do happen and a computer cannot spot a distress
flare, an overturned boat or a yachtsman with
engine failure.
Each NCI station is manned by a team of
fully trained volunteers who keep a daylight
watch up to 365 days a year. Stations are
equipped with telescopes, radar, telephone and
weather instruments as well as up to date charts. Close contact with the
Maritime & Coastguard Agency aims to promote stations to Declared
Facility status in order to become an integral part of the search and
rescue organization.

The NCI work

Watchkeepers are the eyes and ears along the coast, keeping a visual
watch, monitoring radio channels, using radar and providing a listening
watch in poor visibility.

Surveillance work is mainly routine but NCI
volunteers are trained to act in an emergency,
report to the MCA and coordinate with the
search and rescue services. A careful log of all
activities and local weather conditions is kept.
Activities such as kayak paddling, boardsailing
and diving, considered to be vulnerable, are
closely observed, as are walkers and climbers
onshore. Fishermen and yachtsmen frequently
telephone the lookout for local weather
conditions before setting out from the safety of
a harbour. Walkers, too, may call in for advice
before tackling hazardous coastal paths.
Visual watchkeeping means someone is on
scene, watching and listening, aware of local
conditions even before an incident takes place,
providing an accurate picture of events and, thus,
helping to speed rescue.
Watchkeepers are a vital link with all the
emergency services and provide an emergency
contact point on land for both sea and shore
users.

Locations

Fully operational NCI stations are in service along the coast from
Land’s End in the southwest up to the northeast of England. Six stations
are operational in Wales with more in the pipeline. There are no stations
in Scotland.
Each station has a qualified team to watch over its particular area,
whether it be a popular seaside town or a busy part of the coast.
Accidents will always happen at sea and, wherever there is an NCI
stations, someone will be looking out for danger.
In line with growing support and understanding of the need for the
NCI along the coast, approximately three new stations are being opened
per year, funds permitting.
This is always subject to the availability of suitable sites in busy
areas, starting with identification of areas and facilities, agreements
with landowners, the development of the stations and recruitment of
volunteers for training as watchkeepers.
Work is underway on the necessary funding programme to achieve
this but the challenge is considerable.

NCI funding

Each individual station is run by a manager who is responsible for
the provision of trained personnel and maintenance of the lookout.
Fundraising relies heavily upon the goodwill of local people and
the efforts of watchkeepers and their friends with some assistance
from outside sources, including charitable trusts and other benevolent
organizations who identify with the aims of the NCI and wish to keep
the charity open.
Funding covers maintenance of buildings, all equipment and some
paperwork to keep the station running efficiently. Watchkeepers provide
their own uniforms and do not expect to be reimbursed for travel
expenses in reaching the station.

Statistics

In 2013 there were 50 stations in operation with more under active
investigation or negotiation. Some 17% of the watchkeepers are women.
Over 2,000 volunteers are keeping watch and more are in training. Most
stations keep watch for over 2,500 hours annually.
Nearly 300 incidents were reported in 2012, involving vessels, yachts,
divers, surfers, small craft and coastal walkers. Those involving padders
in 2013 are shown in the attached table, which illustrates the variety of
incidents handled.
Reports can even highlight local problems, such as the number of
weaver fish stings reported from Mablethorpe.
One of the victims of the winter storms was the NCI lookout point at Burton
Bradstock, watching Lyme Bay, almost completely blown away by the winds.
2013 canoeing incidents in which the NCI played a part.
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South African
kayaks

Race Pace of Solihull
have Knysna sprint K1s
from £710, K2s from
£803 and surf skis from
£842. They also have
Swing Classic carbon
paddles, split on oval
shafts.

Rock Hopper are
offering a canoe and
bike hire service
from Banavie on the
Caledonian Canal,
already having a sea
kayak hire business at
Corpach on Loch Eil.
The new service will
allow hirers to paddle
11km to Gairlochy.

White Water Consultancy photographs

The NaviSafe Navilight
Mini has five different light
modes, including a red LED
which can be switched on
without turning on a white light first and spoiling
night vision.
Limited edition
Robson drybags
include a 100l
model at £49.

Jo Hine

Model kayak
keyfobs

The Skwoosh X-Treme cushion is a low
profile canoe seat pad with gel inside
which is not affected by temperature,
waterproof with a non skid underside, floating and
with tie down loop.
All of these are available from White Water
Consultancy.

Not satisfied with having the world’s lightest tent,
Terra Nova will have three of them from 2015,
the lightest the Laser Ultra 1 weighing 495g with
double walls, titanium pegs and carbon fibre poles
for £800. It sleeps one or can take two at a push.
Their Wild Country range offers economy products
for newcomers or occasional campers, with sleeping
bags from £35 and tents from £80.

David Ferguson

Foods
partnership

Super Energy by
BodyMe is an energy
drink containing
extracts of guarana
(which releases caffeine
more gradually than
coffee does), maca
root (which has
helped cycling 40km
performances), fruits
of baobab and lucuma
trees and acai berries to
use energy effectively.
It costs £6.99 for 50g
or £19.99 for 250g
including a donation to
Healthy Planet. Pouches
are resealable.

Alan J Kirkham is developing a petrol/electric engine
that will fit most kayaks and canoes and will run
all day at 7km/h on a litre of petrol. It operates by
remote control and does not have cables or a
large battery.
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Lifa Technology Co
have waterproof cases
for various tablets and
phones.

The Boat Building
Academy in Lyme
Regis have published
their programme of
short courses for 2015,
perhaps as tasters for
longer courses later. As
well as most aspects
of turning wood into
boats, there is a course
on using GRP, not such
a widespread skill as it
was in the days when
canoes needed repairing
after most weekends
away on white water.
Memory-Map are now
offering OS map sets
at 1:10,000, 1:25,000
or 1:50,000 and sets of
850 UKHO charts of
the British Isles. They
are licensed to be used
on five devices, iPhone,
iPad, Android phone or
tablet, Adventure GPS or
computer (still Windows
only).

Smart glasses

Daniel Leeroy Nardin of Oregon has designed and
is building the ITSU Wave Master. The hull shape is
reminiscent of the Bellway Beaver (Sep 83, p30) but
with the twin hulls at the front and the single one
to the rear. Also, it is very much wider, flattened out
and streamlined. It can be paddled sitting down or
there are foot areas to stand up. There is also a very
significant waist to assist paddling and streamlined
humps fore and aft of the seat area.

Dron and Snell distribute Tahe

Heinnie Haynes have issued
their latest catalogue of
outdoor gadgets and kit, most
of which you might find more
appealing than the item on
the cover

Boatbuilding
short courses

Maps diversified

Primal Kitchen Bars with
coconut and macadamia,
almond and cashew or
brazil nut and cherry
are cold pressed with
almond oil as sources
of natural energy and
protein. They don’t contain grains, gluten, refined
sugar, soy, vegetable oil, preservatives, flavouring or
colouring. The bars cost £1.49 each.

Intended for anglers, the Biyak has twin hulls
and pedal drive and could be useful for disabled
paddlers.

Olloclip are making
lenses which clip onto
an iPhone camera
and give options from
telephoto to macro.
They have optical
quality glass, anodized
aluminium bodies,
assorted colours and
surprisingly little in the
way of size.

Tahe Outdoors, with headquarters in Tallin, Estonia, are one of the biggest canoeing equipment manufacturers in
Europe. They have acquired Egali, Europe’s largest paddle manufacturers, based in Cognac, France, and Arrow Kayaks
in Denmark. Planned for this year were 16 new models including a range of sit on tops. They also make the Beluga
range of watersports clothing and accessories. Andrew Dron has been appointed distributor for southern England
and the Channel Islands while Justin Snell takes northern England, Wales and Scotland. Tahe supplies 35 countries
worldwide and is already the biggest kayak supplier in Scandinavia.

A number of firms
are about to enter the
wearable technology
market, smart glasses
being at Japan’s Ceatac
electronics show in
profusion. Early designs
seem likely to include
fitness trackers and
speedometers, of use
while training.

Mega with
Venom

Venom Kayaks of
Fordingbridge have
taken over Mega
designs. This brings their
range up to 60 different
kayak and canoe
models.

David Parker

The Baltic Adventure, aimed at paddling and
other watersports, has several pockets and various
attachment points. Sizes suit users from 30kg to
over 90kg. Other products in the range include the
Canoe, K1 and X2.

Ship Finder is an iPhone app which gives the name,
type, speed, dimensions and photo of any ship clicked on
the Google map and can be useful for advanced notice
of anything coming. It costs £2.99. Android phones have
VesselFinder.
NavLink UK is an iPhone or iPad app from Digital
Yacht. Costing £19.99, it includes UKHO charts for
the British Isles with French, Dutch and German charts
also available at low cost. A chart can show north or the
course towards the top. Current position, track, course,
speed and ETA are shown in real time. A navigation aid’s
characteristics are shown if it is tapped on screen. AIS
targets and their headings are added when available to
show what vessels are about. Also available is current data
on tides, weather, wind and swell. Scanning the horizon
with the camera overlays the pictures with navigation
aids and targets.
The website www.enjoythebroads.com has a free app
for Apple and Android systems which suggests places on
the Broads to paddle, walk, eat, stay or move with public
transport details. Each has a description, photograph, map
and contact details.

David Ferguson

David Twigg

The Iain Sinclair Design Cardsharp4 is the latest
credit card sized knife, 2mm thick aluminium with
a 65mm stainless steel blade. It has spring loaded
hinges and childproof safety locks. Cost is E67 plus
shipping. Also new is the Cardsharp3 with a polymer
body, this time E10 plus shipping and claimed to be
the sharpest knife in the world at the lowest cost.

Littledart Models
are offering accurate
models of lighthouses
at 1:150 scale, built
in plaster and resin
from original drawings.
Lizard, Longstone,
Trevose Head, Nash
Point, Trwyn Du, Mull
of Galloway, Turnberry,
Ardnamurchan,
Bell Rock, Cromer,
Southwold, Orfordness,
St Catherine’s, Portland
Bill, Start Point and St
Anthony’s are available,
mostly priced in the £30
- 40 range.
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Contour action sports cameras are back, under new
management. CEO Danny Lysenko plans to rebuild
the company and recover market share.

Nautical apps

Model
lighthouses

Expedition Foods
specialize in freeze
dried foods which can
be rehydrated and ready
to eat in five minutes but
are claimed to taste and
look better, weigh less
and last longer, offering
the best calorie per gram
ratio available. They are
in partnership with Pro
Agencies, another British
firm, who promote
outdoor brands.

Lyndsay McLaren

Páramo were voted best in a Which? poll on
waterproof jackets, to which nearly 17,000 people
responded on over 30 different brands. They were judged
on water resistance, breathability, comfort, durability, fit
and warmth, gaining five stars in all categories. They also
took top place in a survey of waterproof trousers.
The waterproofing of outdoor clothing is a major
source of fluorocarbons which have become a significant
environmental hazard, especially to Arctic people who
live on seafood, for whom this causes an increased risk
of cancer and other diseases. Páramo are now testing all
their raw material to try to exclude these PFCs although
they are so widespread that this is far from easy.

Caledonian
Canal canoe hire

Hobkey are making
Keyaks, realistic and
accurately painted
model sea kayaks on
keyrings. If you put
holes in your pockets
with a conventional
key fob you won’t fancy
your chances with a
sharpish point at each
end, especially if you sit
down quickly.

iPhone lenses

Páramo voted best
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The Bellyak from
North America is a new
concept which seems
to incorporate some of
the French hydrospeed
thinking as it is used on
white water and has a
couple of grab handles
at the front but you
lie completely on top,
like paddling out on
a surfboard. Webbed
neoprene gloves give the
motive power. The low
centre of gravity adds
stability and there is no
fear of being trapped
following a capsize.

For those who suffer
with cold seats, Carheati
is a seat covering with
four thermal heat
settings, reaching 63˚C
in under 20 seconds.
It is waterproof, uses
flexible carbon fibre
strands rather than
wires and is powered
by a lithium ion battery
which can be reloaded
from a car charger while
driving. It comes with a
camping chair, for which
it is intended.
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The Galaxy is made of
DX10K, apparently a 2.5
layer fabric.

The Tomahawk features
wear resistance and an
action sympathetic cut.

Cags go from the
lightweight Junga to the
top of the range Riwaka
with its three way
performance cut sleeves
and no underarm seams.

Royalex
replacements

Cag sleeve details

Keen have issued a new range of amphibious
sandals to suit paddlers.

Karen Harmer photographs

Howies’ Doddle Lambswool Crew at £49 is warm
and soft. Made in China entirely from lamb’s wool, it
has a ribbed collar, cuff and hem.

The Nor ther n Lighthouse Board with 205
lighthouses, Trinity House with 61 lighthouses and the
Irish Lights with 72 lighthouses have signed a contract
for the whole of the British Isles with Scottish based
PDG Helicopters to provide helicopter services to all
three bodies. By having a single contract the boards can
make significant cost savings. PDG will use two EC135
helicopters and expect to fly about 1,000 hours per year
under this contract, a figure which has reduced in the last
few years as solar power and LEDs have been introduced
with reduced maintenance requirements.
Bristow Helicopters already operate the search and
rescue services based at Stornoway and Sumburgh. In
the coming months they will take over Lee on Solent.
They will also begin to operate from Newquay, St Athan,
Caernarfon, Prestwick, Inverness, Humberside and
Manston by 2017 for HM Coastguard with a range of
operations from inland to far offshore. As the changes
are made, military involvement will be withdrawn from
civilian work. Many of the crews will be those currently
working for the military or coastguard.

The Chinook trousers
can be worn alone or
with any of their twin
waist jackets.

As base layers, the Target
Top works with the
Target Trouser polypro
longjohns.

Mike Polloway

Seat heat

On show at the
Orlando Surf Expo
was a stand up paddle
shaft from which a sail
could be pulled up and
into which it could be
pushed easily when
no longer needed. The
paddle shaft acts as a
mast and it appears to
have a batten to help
hold its shape. It runs
well downwind and
could be made to tack
by using the paddle as
a leeboard. Although
the sail is of limited size
there has to be potential
here for developing it for
seated paddlers. Ease of
use was brought home
by the fact that the on
water demonstrations
were done all afternoon
by the developer’s 10
year old daughter.

Crewsaver have issued their latest Yak catalogue,
available online as an ebrochure. They have produced a
whole new range of white water paddling kit, making
use of fabrics which are wind and waterproof and
breathable.
At Paddleexpo they gave away 500 squishy hand sized
yaks and are waiting for photographs of them in unusual
places.

Helicopter contracts

Trade in your
old clothes

Clothing firm Rapanui
on the Isle of Wight take
their eco credentials
very seriously and have
come up with something
else original. If you post
back (at their expense)
any old items of their
clothing (condition
immaterial and no proof
of purchase needed)
they will give you a £5
voucher towards a new
item of clothing from
them. It beats having an
item no longer wanted
taking up space in your
wardrobe.

Paddle sail

New Yak range

Hannah Burrywood photographs

A kayak without
a cockpit

The Kypad has been developed by a group of
American east coast parents who wanted a light
craft which could be used as a stand up paddleboard
or as a sit on top kayak for kids. Unable to find
one, they produced their own. The resulting board
is of foam covered with GRP and has three fins, a
safety leash, a camera attachment and seatpad and
footrests which are mould resistant. The cost is $899
for a 2.29m board or $999 for a 2.90m board.

Wallpaper manufacturers Graham & Brown have
adopted Sour Milk Hall Bridge on the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal in Blackburn and have wallpapered
it. No doubt it adds a homely touch for those who
sleep rough under bridges.
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Trinity House

Waitrose have a
scheme whereby they
support charities.
Customers are given
tokens to post in
boxes for their charity
of choice from three
options. The new
Wichelstowe store on
the outskirts of Swindon
saw the Wilts & Berks
Canal Trust as the clear
favourite in one of their
first ballots.

The Polar M400
is for people who
spend a lot of time
training outdoors.
Customizable sport
profiles are available.
It combines GPS and
24/7 activity tracking
using Bluetooth Smart,
allowing connectivity
between smartphone
and wrist unit. It
tracks pace, distance
and altitude with the
built in GPS. Timing
features include an interval timer (distance or time
based) and an end time estimator based on speed.
Back to Start directs you to your starting point in the
shortest distance possible. It keeps tabs on personal
bests and notifies you when you have broken your
record. 24/7 Activity Tracking monitors everyday
activities including counting strokes and burned
calories and giving alerts when it’s time to get up
and interrupt long periods of inactivity. There are
customizable sport profiles for multiple sports on
the wrist unit. Seamless syncing is used between
smartphone and Polar M400. It is fully water
resistant. An index calculates how performance
is developing over time, based on heart rate and
speed. The Smart Coaching features give guidance
throughout training and show the effect of a
workout at the end of each session. All the training
details can be instantly synced between the Polar
M400 and the Polar Flow web service and mobile
app. Planning and analyzing a training session helps
users follow progress. Price is £134.50 (£169.50
with heart rate sensor).

Dylan Holman

Wilts & Berks
Canal is
favourite

PDG helicopter at Ardnakinna

Hallertau buoyancy aids have energy saving Axial
Core Technology and Fusion Fit which they claim
is game changing. They say the shoulders can
articulate so that lifting one shoulder does not lift
the entire buoyancy aid.

The Vanguard drysuit is a cag/wetsuit combo in
three layer TX20K.
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The termination of
production of Royalex
has resulted in some
hasty thinking by the
trade. Esquif Canoes
have come up with
T-Formex, an ABS
plastic with a foam
core, reduced weight
and improved abrasion,
impact and UV
resistance. Production is
due to start next year.
Nova Craft have
TuffStuff which is lighter
than Royalex but very
stiff. Manufacture takes
two days rather than 20
minutes so prices are
likely to increase 17 37%.

Canoe models for
youngsters are available
from Sylvanian Families
and Playmobil.
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On show

Holiday 2015 - Brochures

See also the book reviews pages

Some of the people and companies showcasing canoeing at the London Boat Show.
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Luxury Travel

Barbara Minishi

Philippines.

Phu Quoc, Vietnam.

Cuong

Kipungani Explorer, Kenya.

Khao Lok, Phang Naga, Thailand.

Discover East photographs

Nina @wesgro photographs

Victoria Falls.

Nido Resorts

Holiday 2015 - Asia
Africa Albia Tourism

Holiday 2015 - Africa

Nguyen

Ha Long Bay.
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Radisson Blu

Thailand.

Mandoogali, Maldives.
Higashi.

Capital Travel

Indochina Sails

Heritage Hotels photographs

Zanzibar Tourist Board

Voyager Beach Resort, Mombasa, Kenya.

Capital Travel

Temple Bay.

Okinawa Convention &
Visitors Centre

Churchill Safaris & Travels

Cape Overberg

Chaaya Blue, Trincomalee.

Andaman Sea.

Columbus Travel & Tours

Boracay.

Cinnamon Hotels &
Resorts

Palawa.

Phuket Arcadia

Cape Garden Route and Klein Karoo.

George Tapam

Gambia Investment & Export
Promotion Agency

Laos.

Halong.

Ao Phra Nang.
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Robinson, Maldives.
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Holiday 2015 - North America

Ketzaltour

Julien Rombil

Holiday 2015 - Europe

Sonora, Mexico.

Prime Tour

Trinidad & Tobago.

Belarus.

Coahuila, Mexico.

Elite Travel

Trinidad.

Lim Fjord.

Cancun

Porec.

Ketzaltour photographs

Morelos, Mexico.
Elite Travel

Extreme Ireland photographs

Ketzaltour photographs

Pinecrest Lake.
Inken Janning

Pozadinske.

Ketzaltour

Korcula.

Ketzaltour photographs

Ireland.

Elite Travel

Croatian National Tourist Board

Dubrovnik.

Carmen del Playa photographs

Rovinj.

Guerrero, Mexico.

Yosemite

Elite Travel

Ireland.

Ketzaltour

Quintana Roo, Mexico.

Yucatán, Mexico.

Maisturismo

Ireland.

Colima, Mexico.

Erik Fernando Velasquez

Ketzaltour

Portugal.

Barcelona.
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Ketzaltour

Jaume Bago

Riviera Maya, Mexico.

Baja California, Mexico.

Solala, Guatamala.
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Nayarit, Mexico.
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Divulgata

Chile.

Amazon Forest.

Nkmichi Lodge in Malawi have introduced paddleboards for
visitors. The concept is well known in the area except that
the locals are using fishing nets and balancing on dugouts
with all the stability of a telegraph pole. You can drift along,
admiring the rift valley lakeshore, admiring the sandy bays
and volcanic monoliths and rapidly gaining admiration for the
skills of those who use canoes for their work.
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canoephotography.com/Balint-Vekassy (ICF)

Huilo-Huilo photographs

Chile.

World Championships
Hungary, the paddling powerhouse, dominated the opening
day of action at the marathon championships, winning at
least one medal in every race as the junior and U23 events
concluded in Oklahoma, USA.
The most convincing performance of the day was delivered in
spectacular fashion by the up and coming superstar from Hungary,
Balazs Havas; he distanced himself by over two minutes from the
chasing pack in the K1 men’s U23 race.
Havas managed to break free of the group following a superb
second portage. The courageous youngster continued to the finish line
with a healthy lead, even managing to celebrate his victory with an
appreciative crowd on his final portage.
Casper Pretzmann (DEN) was the best of the rest, pulling clear on
the final portage, with Laszlo Solti (HUN) doing enough to secure
bronze.
Earlier, the junior events kicked off the championships with the K1
men’s race over 22.5 kilometres with five portages setting the scene for
a superb day of racing.
Another Dane, Mads Brandt Petersen, grabbed the day’s first gold,
crossing the finish line in front of athletes from the two dominant canoe
marathon nations, Hungary and South Africa.
The 18 year old was jubilant at the finish after making a significant
jump in standings from his 8th place finish on his home course in
Copenhagen in 2013 at the world championships.
Antal Vidakovich (silver, HUN) and Louis Hattingh (bronze, RSA)
pushed the Dane right to the line with less than a boat’s length splitting
the three rising stars.
Tamara Takacs (HUN), an athlete who has been touted as the next
Renã Csay, had an indifferent defence of her title.
First, the 18 year old clearly hadn’t read the race handbook and
mistakingly portaged on the first lap, providing her main rivals the
upper hand; they seized the opportunity and powered on without
hesitation.
Next, there was an uncharacteristic spill from the Hungarian who fell
in on a scheduled portage when embarking, costing her more time.
Despite these mishaps, the talented youngster recovered to cross the
finish line 14 seconds ahead of her main rival, Elisabetta Maffioli (ITA).
Takacs’ team mate, Lili Katona, took bronze.
Not to be outdone, the Hungarian C1 junior men added further to
their nation’s medal haul as Levente Gellert Balla and Bence Balazs Dori
managed a one-two. They were followed by the duo from Spain, Angel
Esteban Ortega and Damiã N Gonzalez Quintans.
The first two U23 gold medals also went the way of the Hungarian’s
as Vanda Kiszli won the K1 U23 women’s race and Kristof Szabo the
C1 U23 men’s event.
Late dashes from two seasoned pros, Renata Csay (HUN) and Hank
McGregor (RSA), proved decisive as they stole the show in their
respective K1 races.

Csay takes her 15th world title.

It was the fourteenth world title for the 37 year old Csay, who
has dominated the upper echelons of the sport for over a decade;
this day was no different.
Right from the off the Hungarian challenged her rivals
by gradually increasing the speed and one after the other fell
away until there was just two, Csay and the newcomer Lizzie
Broughton (GBR).
The young Brit pushed hard and gave everything but couldn’t
match Csay’s final effort as the pair closed in on the finish line,
comfortably clear of the bronze medallist, Anna Koziskova (CZE).
For McGregor, in the K1 men, the bunch didn’t leave quite so quietly,
with a large group of paddlers hanging on right up to the final portage,
pushing, the now four time K1 marathon world champion to his limits.
However, the guile of the 37 year old South African proved decisive;
outwitting his opponents, he managed to secure the best line into
the final bend, then dug deep and pulled hard, leaving his exhausted
opponents in his wake over the final few metres of the 30km race.
Ivan Alonso (ESP) and Josã Ramalho (POR) collected the silver and
bronze, finishing in that order.
The C1 men’s title went to the impressive Manual Antonio Campos
(ESP), who has previously won his first world title back in 2012
followed by a silver at last season’s championships.
For a large part of the race Hungarian Marton Kover and Nuno
Barros (POR) pushed him but neither could contend with the
Spaniard’s resilient and persistent stroke rate.
Earlier, the junior duos were in action with Hungary again
dominating the podium. The pair of Louis Hattingh and Jean Van Der
Westhuizen was the only team able to topple the paddling super nation.
In their K2 junior battle they managed to outsprint the double threat
from Hungary, after the trio of boats had yo-yoed for position over
much of the 22.5 kilometre course.
It was the partnership of Oliver Gergely and Matya Koleszar that
won the dual for silver, out manœuvring their compatriots Antal
Vidakovich and Peter Freistak.
Noemi Lucz and Dara Solyom added to the impressive gold haul for
Hungary as the pair edged ahead of their teammates in the push for the
finish line in the K2 junior women’s race.
The previous day’s junior K1 women’s world champion, Tamara
Takacs, was one of those team mates; she joined forces with Noemi
Pupp to gain silver.
Denmark also continued to show the strength of their youth
development as Katrine Graesboll Christensen and Cathrine Rask took
the bronze behind the Hungarian double.
Daniel Laczo and Bence Balazs, and Dori Norbert Paufler and Akos
Horvath managed another one-two for the Hungarian nation in the C2
junior men’s race.
Alvaro Garrido Velasco and Ignacio Calvo Moya picked up bronze for
Spain.
Renata Csay continues to excel at the very highest level, winning her
fifteenth world championship gold, adding a K2 title to the previous
day’s K1 victory on the final day of action.
Csay joined forces with Alexandra Bara, a paddler 10 years younger
than her highly decorated compatriot. The pair established a rhythm
early on, executing an extremely polished and professional performance
to ensure gold.
Anna Koziskova and Lenka Hrochova collected silver with Fay
Lamph and Lizzie Broughton the bronze.
For Broughton and Koziskova this was a reversal of their positions on
the previous day’s podium in the individual class.
On the course at the same time as the K2 women was the C2 men’s
race where Hungary added further to their gold haul as Marton Kover
and Adam Docze pulled over the finish line first.
Two Spanish crews, Manuel Antonio Campos and Josã Manuel
Sanchez, plus Oscar Graaa and Ramon Ferro, swiftly followed in that
order.
Later, the powerful duo of Hank McGregor and Jasper Mocke took
the main prize in the K2 men’s race, providing Hank with his fifth
world championship gold and second in two days.
The race went to the wire with 2nd place decided by a photo finish,
again between the two Spanish crews, where Walter Bouzan and Alvaro
Fernandez Fiuza were slightly quicker than Emilio Merchan and Ivan
Alonso.
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Marathon

Broughton pushes Csay

Holiday 2015 - South America

Talking after the medal ceremony, the star of the day, Csay, said ‘I’m
very happy the conditions were ideal, nothing like the humidity in
Singapore; hot weather isn’t a problem.’
A delighted Bara highlighted just what an honour it is to paddle with
the marathon superstar, stating ‘It’s great paddling with Renata; she is
the best and I now have a gold too.’
Csay’s first world title was on her home course in Györ, situated in
the northwest of Hungary, back in 1999, a course to which the world
championships will return next season.
This is a special venue for Csay, who had originally planned for it to
be the curtain closer on her glittering career but now different thoughts
are entering her mind.
‘It was planned ahead. I thought that I would finish in Györ but it’s
coming round so quickly I think I will continue further.’
‘Going further’ seems to be the strapline for the mother of two, who
originally thought the one world title would suffice.
‘I thought if I could ever win a single world title I would quit right
away; that would be the top but one after the other I just continued.’
She will certainly be the star attraction at next season’s championships
and with mission complete in Oklahoma she already has one eye set on
next year’s target but admits to add further to her tally will be a difficult
task with the added pressure of an expecting Hungarian crowd.
‘Every good series comes to an end at some point. I just hope it’s not
in Györ for me.’

K1WJ: 1 T Takacs, Magyarorzág, 1:32:19.569. 2 E Maffioli, Italia, 1:32:34.471.
3 L Katona, Magyarorzág, 1:33:12.727. 8 E Piercy, GB, 1:36:11.007.
K1WU23: 1 V Kiszli, Magyarorzág, 1:49:11.790. 2 S Rees-Clark, GB, 1:49:12.918.
3 J Ward, S Africa, 1:49:13.894.
K1W: 1 R Csay, Magyarorzág, 2:05:25.253. 2 L Broughton, GB, 2:05:27.733.
3 A Koziskova, Ceskà, 2:06:14.321.
K1MJ: 1 M Petersen, Danmark, 1:36:57.876. 2 A Vidakovich, Magyarorzág, 1:37:23.632.
3 L Hattingh, S Africa, 1:38:02.014. 8 M Gregory, GB, 1:43:03.124. 10 Z Chmiel, GB, 1:43:09.716.
K1MU23: 1 B Havas, Magyarorzág, 1:55:30.131. 2 C Pretzmann, Danmark, 1:56:33.813.
3 L Solti, Magyarorzág, 1:56:34.445. 14 S Plummer, GB, 2:03:01.299.
20 N Romain, GB, 2:09:43.115.
K1M: 1 H McGregor, S Africa, 2:12:07.157. 2 I Alonso, España, 2:12:12.181. 3 J Ramalho,
Portugal, 2:12:15.389. 7 K Moule, GB, 2:14:06.521. 10 E Rutherford, GB, 2:14:21.151.
K2W: 1 Csay/Bara, Magyarorzág, 1:57:39.787. 2 Koziskova/Hrochova, Ceská, 1:57:43.947.
3 Rees-Clark/Ward, GB, 1:58:13.627. 4 Lamph/Broughton, GB, 1:58:28.371.
K2MJ: 1 Hattangh/Van Der Westhuizen, S Africa, 1:32:55.103.
2 Gergely/Koleszar, Magyarorzág, 1:32:59.839. 3 Vidakovich/Freistak, Magyarorzág, 1:33:38.715.
8 Harding/Gregory, GB, 1:35:45.845. 11 Childerstone/Haws, GB, 1:38:55.859.
K2M: 1 McGregor/Mocke, S Africa, 2:03:24.537. 2 Bouzan/Fernandez Fiuza, España,
2:03:25.215. 3 Merchan/Alonso, España, 2:03:25.525. 6 Pendle/Daniels, GB, 2:05:19.113.

Budrikis wins the men’s C1 by nearly 5 minutes.
Hussey/Oxtoby placed 2nd in under 23s.

International Canoe Federation

Senior men take it to the line

National championships
For a decade from the mid 70s the River Severn at Worcester was the
usual location for the national marathon championships, using a course
which involved portages of the locks at Bevere and Diglis and shoots of
their respective weirs. This year saw a return to Worcester.
The event now used a number of circuits of a much shorter and
more straightforward course, turning around the railway bridge pier at
Worcester and a buoy below Bevere.
A new portage had been dug by machine in the bank at the northern
end of the horse race course, opposite the Dog & Duck. The soft soil
offered beautiful running for early competitors, dragging their boats,
and managed to avoid being turned into a quagmire with water from
boats and intermittent showers.
There were well over a thousand entries. As well as being the national

championships it was also a selection event for the world championships
in Oklahoma the following month so there was some frantic action.
Racing got off to a poor start when one of the veterans used foul
language to a junior who was in his way. It was made very clear to all
that this sort of behaviour would not be tolerated and there was no
repetition.
A group of six broke from the front of the senior men’s K1s, Tim
Pendle, Keith Moule, Ed Rutherford, Andy and Tom Daniels and
Jonathan Simmons, the last two falling away on the first lap. The others
held together and it was a tight sprint for the line, Daniels just shaving
the win from Pendle and Rutherford, recorded as a second apiece
separating them.
The senior ladies saw Lizzie Broughton, Fay Lamph and U23 Sam
Rees-Clark get clear. Broughton strode away on the third lap to open

Rowe/Lee-Smith win the under 18 ladies.
Rowe/Lee-Smith, Piercy/Solway, Avery/Johnson and Hicks/Drane.

Under 18s Harding/Gregory and Thomson/Littlewood.
Under 23 winners Drane/Terry...

Avery/Johnson in ladies’ under 18s.

followed home by Piercy/Solway.

Millest paddling ladies’ C1.
Lizzie Broughton won the ladies’ K1 by over 3 minutes.

Rutherford, A Daniels, Pendle and Moule approach the line.
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Gray wins the under 16 ladies’.

Pendle/Daniels and Simmons/Moule fight it out to the line in senior K2.
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Moule/Broughton win the mixed K2 race.

Lamph/Broughton win the seniors from Rees-Clark/Ward.

Mason/Chmiel and Brown/Jordan.
Swallow/Illidge were the 3rd senior ladies home.

C2 winners Phillips/Meikle-Briggs run the portage.

Blackman/Kabeer were the under 16 ladies’ winners.

Hawthorn/Davies in the men’s over 44 race.
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ChmielJones win the ladies’ over 44 race..
up over 3 minutes but the other two arrived together, giving ReesClark the U23 win by over two minutes from Amy Ward.
The C1s were much more lonely. Local boy Nerijus Budrikis got the
better part of 5 minutes clear of Marcin Ponomarenkow, himself well
over 10 minutes ahead of Adnitt.
After Saturday’s unsettled weather, Sunday was ideal for racing, cool
and calm with watery sunshine.
Simmons/Moule and Pendle/Daniels were out of sight of the rest
of the senior men’s K2s by the end of the second lap, Pendle/Daniels
taking it on the line by 5 seconds, Egan/Brennan and Plummer/
Romain arriving a couple of minutes later.
Wilkes/Wilkes took the U23 win with McCarthy/Llorens 14
seconds behind, another Irish crew making the home crews work.
Haws/Childerstone won the U18 sprint by 2 seconds from Harding/
Gregory, who were pushed fairly well in to the bank and in shallower
water as they approached the line.
Swallow/Illidge, Mason/Burbeck, Broughton/Lamph and ReesClark/Ward were the lead group of senior ladies. Mason/Burbeck
were dropped in due course, followed by Swallow/Illidge. The other
two crews fought it out with Broughton/Lamph taking the win by 3
seconds from the U23 crew.
One of the fiercest and most impressive sprints for the line was
between Di Gregorio/Wilkinson of Elmbridge and Smithson/Smith
of Royal Leamington Spa/Leighton Buzzard in the U16 men’s K2,
the London crew taking it by 2 seconds after a battle all the way to the
finish.
The C2 event saw only a single entry, Phillips/Meikle-Briggs. The
prospects did not look good for putting together a canoe half of the
British team for the world championships. Canoes need some serious
encouragement in both marathon and sprint.
A favourite quote came in O44 men’s K2, a plaintive ‘Wait for us,’
from Simon Davies of the host club.
It was an event based on many previous hostings, mostly running
smoothly and efficiently.

CANOEIST November 2014

K1LU10: 1 E Smithson, Royal Leamington Spa, 23:12. 2 E O’Driscoeil, Salmon Leap, 24:10.
3 M Cooke, Anker Valley, 24:23.
K1LU12: 1 Y Ip, Ealing, 21:45. 2 B Clark, Royal, 22:10. 3 L Guest, Lincoln, 22:14.
K1LU12: 1 Y Ip, Ealing, 39:00. 2 B Morris, Leighton Buzzard,. 40:41.
3 K Hipkins, Longridge, 41:11.
K1LU14: 1 M Wallman, Royal, 32:46. 2 S Martyn, Wey, 32:48. 3 F Duffield, Norwich, 32:51.
K1LU16: 1 E Gray, Lincoln, 1:07:28. 2 R Solway, Elmbridge, 1:10:03.
3 M Barnicoat, Falcon, 1:10:58.
K1LU18: 1 E Piercy, Elmbridge, 1:42:03. 2 L Lee-Smith, Norwich, 1:43:57.
3 E Ricketts, Anker Valley, 1:44:43.
K1LU23: 1 S Rees-Clark, Basingstoke Canal, 2:10:15. 2 A Ward, Elmbridge, 2:12:35.
3 A Haws, Wey, 2:21:13.
K1L: 1 L Broughton, Richmond, 2:06:59. 2 F Lamph, Wey, 2:10:15.
J Egan, Salmon Leap, 2:11:59. 3 J Illidge, Worcester, 2:16:08.
K1LO34: 1 C Howell, Nottingham, 1:13:00. 2 F Barber, Leighton Buzzard, 1:24:18.
3 J Millar, Nottingham, 1:27:03.
K1LO39: 1 S Colley, Hereford, 1:08:39. 2 F Grady, Norwich, 1:08:41.
3 G Guscott, Leighton Buzzard, 1:15:40.
K1LO44: 1 H Wells, Richmond, 1:13:00. 2 C Jones, Nottingham, 1:13:20.
3 D Quittenton, Lincoln, 1:16:00.
K1LO49: 1 S Hawthorn, Worcester, 1:10:10. 2 M Chapman, Kirkcaldy, 1:10:20.
3 A Chmiel, Nottingham, 1:13:00.
K1LO54: 1 J Moran, Worcester, 37:43. 2 K Spencer, Hereford, 37:48.
3 J Millar, Nottingham, 41:04.
K1LO59: 1 J Parker, Worcester, 39:47. 2 A Mylett, Lincoln, 40:33.
3 K Nadal, Nottingham, 44:21.
K1MU10: 1 J Yurkwick-Ell, Royal Leamington Spa, 22:04. 2 N Moxon, Banbury, 22:07.
3 H Cooke-Bayley, Anker Valley, 22:16.
K1MU12: 1 K Kinser, Banbury, 22:24. 2 Z Taylor, Norwich, 22:26. 3 L Smith, Lincoln, 22:27.
K1MU12: 1 C Smith, Norwich, 37:44. 2 S Chmiel, Nottingham, 37:49.
3 Z Taylor, Norwich, 39:04.
K1MU14: 1 J Webb, Richmond, 30:10. 2 L Shaw, Norwich, 30:14.
3 J Smithson, Royal Leamington Spa, 30:17.
K1MU16: F Capin, Salmon Leap, 1:00:03. 1 M Littlewood, Nottingham, 1:00:06.
2 T Thomson, Ealing, 1:00:34. 3 C Smith, Leighton Buzzard, 1:00:36.
K1MU18: 1 E Haws, Wey, 1:29:32. 2 M Gregory, Longridge, 1:29:35.
3 L Harding, Longridge, 1:30:25.
K1MU23: M Llorens, Salmon Leap, 1:59:29. T Brennan, Salmon Leap, 2:00:43. 1 L Duffield,
Chelmsford, 2:00:49. 2 A Hicks, Norwich, 2:01:01. 3 S Plummer, Leighton Buzzard, 2:01:02.
K1M: 1 A Daniels, Longridge, 1:55:53. 2 T Pendle, Norwich, 1:55:54.
3 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 1:55:55.
K1.7: 1 S Bell, Kirkcaldy, 37:06. 2 T Blackwood, Southampton, 37:25. 3 G Partridge, Truro, 37:28.
K1.8: 1 M Villaruel, Ealing, 37:25. 2 W Thurrell, RAF, 38:26.
3 G Stevens, Bradford-on-Avon, 38:31.
K1.9: 1 G Peters, Richmond, 38:26. 2 A Townend, Leighton Buzzard, 38:41.
3 B Collins, Leighton Buzzard, 39:24.
K1MO34: 1 M Enoch, Nottingham, 1:33:34. 2 D Golder, Banbury, 1:33:35.
3 J King, Richmond, 1:33:37.
K1MO39: 1 S Baker, Richmond, 1:33:43. 2 S West, Worcester, 1:33:46.
M Banks, Salmon Leap, 1:36:05. 3 D Beazley, Leaside, 1:37:45.
K1MO44: D O’Drisceoil, Salmon Leap, 1:02:13. 1 J Butler, Nottingham, 1:02:15.
2 D Capps, Army, 1:02:16. 3 S Dark, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:02:20.
K1MO49: 1 R Fieldus, Wey, 1:02:47. 2 N Blackman, Royal Leamington Spa, 1:02:49.
3 S Missen, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:03:00.
K1MO54: 1 S Missen, Bradford-on-Avon, 28:58. 2 D Pendle, Norwich, 30:18.
3 S Willis, Southampton, 30:35.
K1MO59: 1 M Swallow, Chester, 31:18. 2 P Watson, Exeter, 31:23. 3 K Fraser, 32:04.

K1MO64: 1 R Avery, Banbury, 34:51. 2 M Purchas, Bradford-on-Avon, 35:44.
3 R Oliver, Lincoln, 37:54.
C1MU18: 1 B Phillips, Richmond, 33:37. 2 A Meikle-Briggs, Richmond, 35:44.
3 E Weir, Banbury, 43:40.
C1M: 1 N Budrikis, Worcester, 1:10:26. 2 N Ponomarenkow, Richmond, 1:15:03.
3 N Adnitt, 1:25:40.
K2LU12: 1 Ip/Morris, Ealing/Leighton Buzzard, 35:10. 2 Anderson/Barker, Norwich, 43:47.
3 Urquhart/Osborne, Banbury/Norwich, 47:50.
K2LU14: 1 Thompson/Martyn, Wey, 30:37. 2 Wong/Hield, Richmond/Falcon, 30:46.
3 Duffield/Holden, Norwich/Fowey, 30:51.
K2LU16: 1 Blackman/Kabeer, Gailey/Reading, 1:06:07. 2 Barnicoat/Clark, Falcon, 1:06:36.
3 Wong/Hield, Richmond/Falcon, 1:07:10.
K2LU18: 1 Rowe/Lee-Smith, Norwich, 1:39:52. 2 Piercy/Solway, Elmbridge, 1:41:11.
3 Avery/Johnson, Chelmsford, 1:42:11.
K2LU23: 1 Drane/Terry, Norwich, 2:17:15. 2 Hussey/Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 2:25:15.
K2L: 1 Broughton/Lamph, Richmond/Wey, 2:04:17. 2 Rees-Clark/Ward,
Basingstoke Canal/Elmbridge, 2:04:20. 3 Swallow/Illidge, Chester/Worcester, 2:05:14.
K2LO34: 1 Howell/Littlewood, Nottingham, 1:07:14. 2 Chapman/Weston, Kirkcaldy/Wey,
1:12:24. 3 Barkway/Dark, Bishop’s Stortford/Bradford-on-Avon, 1:14:24.
K2LO44: 1 Chmiel/Jones, Nottingham, 1:07:44. 2 Middlehurst/Wells, Richmond, 1:08:05.
3 Hicks/Pendle, Norwich, 1:10:00.
K2Mix: 1 Moule/Broughton, Chelmsford/Richmond, 56:19.
2 Chmiel/Mason, Nottingham, 57:13. 3 Pendle/Grady, Norwich, 57:14.
K2U10: 1 Smithson/Yurkwick-Ell, Royal Leamington Spa, 20:26.
2 Bucknall/Bicknell, Tonbridge/Wey, 20:47. 3 Drisceoil/Trant, Salmon Leap, 21:43.
K2U12: 1 Taylor/Rijks, Norwich, 18:58. 2 Moxon/Kinser, Banbury, 19:01.
3 Morris/Ip, Leighton Buzzard/Ealing, 19:10.
K2MU12: 1 Osbourne/Smith, Norwich, 37:07. 2 Hinves/Gilbert-Johns, Southampton, 38:09.
3 Rijks/Taylor, Norwich, 38:17.
K2MU14: 1 Webb/Wells, Richmond, 29:01. 2 Smithson/Dowden, Royal Leamington Spa, 29:16.
3 Bell/Kemp, Longridge/Reading, 29:29.
K2MU16: 1 Di Gregorio/Wilkinson, Elmbridge, 55:32.
2 Smithson/Smith, Royal Leamington Spa/Leighton Buzzard, 55:34.
Slattery/O’Connor, Salmon Leap, 57:46. 3 Hatton/Oldfield-Connor, Chester, 58:37.
K2MU18: 1 Haws/Childerstone, Wey, 1:26:09. 2 Harding/Gregory, Longridge, 1:26:11.
3 Thomson/Littlewood, Ealing/Nottingham, 1:27:54.
K2MU23: 1 Wilkes/Wilkes, Chelmsford, 1:58:20. McCarthy/Llorens, Salmon Leap, 1:58:34.
2 Duffield/Johnson, Chelmsford, 2:02:11. 3 Escott/Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:02:13.
K2M: 1 Pendle/Daniels, Norwich/Longridge, 1:51:23.
2 Simmons/Moule, Wey/Chelmsford, 1:51:28. Egan/Brennan, Salmon Leap, 1:54:04.
3 Plummer/Romain, Leighton Buzzard/Richmond, 1:54:06.
K2.7: 1 Welford/Hutchinson, Worcester, 34:20. 2 Chapman/Snedden, Kirkcaldy, 34:24.
3 Spencer/Lee, Hereford, 34:26.
K2.8: 1 Smith/Lack, Lincoln, 35:59. 2 Kereszturi/Villaruel, Ealing, 36:05.
3 Nightingale/Stevens, Bradford-on-Avon, 36:08.
K2.9: 1 Collins/Townsend, Leighton Buzzard, 39:39.
K2MO34: 1 Enoch/Enoch, Nottingham/Exeter, 1:29:48. 2 Pedlar/West, Worcester, 1:29:57.
3 Swallow/Mayers, Chester/Runcorn, 1:31:58.
K2MO44: Banks/O’Drisceoil, Salmon Leap, 59:44. 1 Dark/Lewis, Bradford-on-Avon, 59:46.
2 Bird/Blackman, Worcester/Gailey, 59:51. 3 Hayward/Pendle, Norwich, 1:00:43.
K2MO54: 1 Missen/Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 28:28. 2 Holmes/Holmes, Southampton, 28:39.
3 Willis/Rance, Southampton, 29:25.
K2MO64: 1 Warland/Avery, Banbury, 21:15.
C2M: 1 Phillips/Meikle-Briggs, Richmond, 1:04:54.
Lightning: 1 Norwich, 119. 2 Banbury, 86. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 72.
Club: 1 Norwich, 1,362. 2 Nottingham, 930. 3 Richmond, 574.

Youngest ever winners Pearce/Southey

Devizes to Westminster Race
A very late Easter producing plenty of spring colours, shorter
nights, some sunshine (even if Sunday was wet), a moderate
water level and only a light headwind promised a good Devizes
to Westminster Race. It would float some weed on the canal and
bring out the public to produce extra powered craft chop on the
Thames, unsuspecting groups of strollers on the towpath and slow
cars around the Wiltshire lanes but the prospects look good and there
were to be fewer retirements than usual.
All that changed an hour before the start, when a member of the
public found a body in the canal, a 44 year old local man, by New Park
Road bridge in Devizes, 100m from the start. The police closed the
canal and the towpath while they began their investigation. Support
vehicles continued to arrive to check in as support crews of the earlier

crews failed to leave, resulting in the worst ever congestion in
the Devizes wharf area.
The mood was philosophical and the canal was eventually
reopened, allowing the race to begin two and a half hours
behind schedule although the towpath remained closed. There
was a rush to get away, particularly by slower crews who had
been warned that they would be disqualified when it got dark, as
three crews were at Hungerford. One crew hit the banks (both of them)
three times before reaching New Park Road bridge. The omens did not
look good for them.
The stage race was not to see a great deal of close racing for titles.
Those at the front pulled themselves steadily away from their nearest
rivals, such as Fowey River’s Daniel Palmer/Connor Peters, who
won junior K2 by an hour and three quarters, Jenna Govier/Jamie
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Barnicoat/White, 2nd veteran/junior crew.

Junior K2 winners Peters/Palmer.
The packed wharf at Devizes.

The towpath closed as the race finally gets underway.

Hayward/Shearer, 2nd junior K2.

Dilai won the ladies’ singles.

Unwin, who won the mixed junior class by an hour and a half, and
Megan Middleton, who won the C1 class by two hours from the
high kneeling Samantha Rippington. Maggie Dilai won the ladies’
singles by nearly an hour and a half from Alison Galloway and William
Hardiman/Clive Neale won the veteran/junior class by an hour.
The veteran ladies’ race was much closer, Marion Quemby being
pushed hard by Natalie Kimberley in a wild water racer. Kimberley
took a minute’s lead to Newbury but lost 36 minutes on the second
day. She pulled back a quarter of an hour on the Sunday and a further 5
minutes on the tideway, leaving her a 4 minute deficit for the win.
The men’s K1 included Paul Ralph going for his eighth race to
complete 1,000 miles. Brett Sirrell had competed steadily over the
winter but pulled out at Reading and Simon Dark only made it to
All Cannings, in the aftermath of a brain haemorrhage, heart surgery
and, three days before the race, coming off his bike. The serious racing
was with Billy Butler, Radek Zielski and Jan Laenen. Zielski took 3
minutes off Laenen and 4 off Butler to Newbury. The next day he took
a further 12 minutes off Laenen and 5 off Butler. Butler had his best
day on Sunday, taking a couple of minutes back from Zielski and 14
off Laenen while Laenen took a minute back off the other two on the
tideway. These added together to give the win to Zielski by 7 minutes
from Butler with Laenen a further 19 minutes adrift.
Another milestone attempt saw Roger Edwards, the warden at
Crofton, making his 16th run in the race, his entries stretching back to
the 1960s. Paddling C2 with Rob Emery, he was hoping to complete
2,000 miles on the course but their attempt failed when they withdrew
at Marlow. Tim Penson and James Prowse were to take the class win. It
is always interesting to compare performances with crews from North
America, where professional racing is well established. Gareth Stevens
and Neil Weisner-Hanks from Wisconsin came 3rd from 22 starters but
were 3 hours off the pace.
Susan Middlehurst/Beth Martin won the ladies’ K2 race by 3 hours.
Alison Chmiel/Caroline Jones set out from Devizes on the tail of
Caroline Taraskevics/Cheryl Hurring and stuck with them until retiring
at Marsh lock.
The mixed services crew of Anna Wise/Alex Burt failed at Bray, the
win going to Brian Greenham/Reni Miklos, 35 years after Brian set the
course record which still stands.
It was said that the two Fowey River men’s crews were more
concerned about beating each other than they were about opposition
from other clubs, perhaps not without reason. Ryan Pearce/Mike
Southey started alongside the veteran crew of Danny Beazley/James
Smythe, the two crews working together until after Marlow, when the
Cornish pair began to pull ahead to open up a 28 minute lead at the
finish, winning in 17 hrs 24 mins. The other Fowey crew, Louis Allen/
Giel Spierings, started 2 minutes behind them but crashed at Reading.

Butler was 2nd placed single.
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Hardiman/Neale were the veteran/junior winners.

Pearse’s support crew clear weed from the water at All Cannings.

Zielski, Pearse and Laenen at All Cannings.

Skeath, Lewis, Butler and Day reach All Cannings.

Morrison/Parson and mixed junior winners Unwin/Govier.
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Pearce/Southey were the youngest ever winners of the race, under 23,
Mike only 20, but were followed by veterans in the next three boats.
Analysis of the flow diagram for some of the leading crews suggests
Lynch/Ogeman, Taraskenics/Hurring and Stevens/Weisner-Hanks
should have started earlier (although the delayed start did not help)
and Middlehurst/Martin should have delayed their start. However, the
leading men’s kayaks seem to have done their calculations well and got
maximum benefit from the tide in the conditions.
In an experiment, 50 crews volunteered to carry GPS units this year.
This would help organizers to locate any crew going missing and would
also allow them to be tracked online by both their own and opposing
support crews.

Junior C2 winners Dziwisch/Ng portage Oak Hill.

Winning services crew Diaper/Main at Honey Street.

Kimberley, a close contender for the veteran ladies’ title.

Louis Allan and Giel Spierings going well at Horton.

Crofton warden Roger Edwards and Rob Emery at Honey Street.

Stevens/Wiesner-Hanks at Wilcot, 3rd in C2.

Gargan/Brett, Millest/Abraham and Parrott/Bailey at Honey Street.

Mixed K2 winners Greenham/Miklos at Wootton Rivers.

King/King at Wootton Rivers, on their way to 3rd place.

Beazley/Smythe and Pearce/Southey at Horton.
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1L: 1 M Dilai, Runcorn, 19:11:51. 2 A Galloway, Cambridge, 20:36:52. 3 M Middleton,
Fowey R, 22:17:03. 4 M Quemby, Wokingham, 23:15:22. 6 E Murr, Army, 23:29:42.
7 S Rippington, Brigidine Sch, 1:00:19:00. 8 I Smith, Basingstoke Canal, 1:00:19:05.
9 M Duggan, Richmond, 1:02:27:09. 10 J Priday, Devizes, 1:05:18:06.
1LV: 1 M Quemby, Wokingham, 23:15:22. 2 N Kimberley, Marsac, 23:19:26.
3 M Duggan, Richmond, 1:02:27:09. 4 J Priday, Devizes, 1:05:18:06.
1: 1 R Zielski, Reading, 16:23:13. 2 B Butler, Falcon, 16:30:16. 3 J Laenen, 16:49:24. 4 J Young,
Bishop’s Stortford, 17:23:21. 5 D Capps, Army, 17:33:19. 6 P Pearse, Southampton, 17:50:57.
8 J Edyvean, Fowey R, 18:21:25. R Lewis, Bradford on Avon, 18:21:25. 10 C Ivanics, Ealing,
18:50:27. 11 M Dilai, Runcorn, 19:11:51. 12 M Gandy, Worcester, 19:29:10. 13 N Jeffreson,
Southampton, 19:45:04. 14 R Davey, Reading, 20:34:46. 15 J Johnston, 20:35:34. 16 A Galloway,
Cambridge, 20:36:52. 17 C Gingell, Pangbourne, 20:57:35. 18 M Ball, Devizes, 21:00:41.
19 P Ralph, Reading, 21:32:34. 20 M Spruce, Southampton, 21:34:06.
1MV: 1 D Capps, Army, 17:33:19. 2 L Bal, Levitas, 18:02:10. 3 R Lewis, Bradford on Avon,
18:21:25. 4 C Ivanics, Ealing, 18:50:27. 5 M Gandy, Worcester, 19:29:10. 6 N Jeffreson,
Southampton, 19:45:04. 7 J Johnston, 20:35:34. 8 M Ball, Devizes, 21:00:41. 9 P Ralph, Reading,
21:32:34. 10 M Spruce, Southampton, 21:34:06. 11 A Hewitt, 21:41:00. 12 S Bullock, Cheltenham,
21:44:16. 13 C Skeath, Pennine, 22:16:37. 14 M Rogers, Poole Harbour, 22:50:31.
15 I Rayfield, Wokingham, 22:57:03. 16 A Westerby, Poole Harbour, 23:18:12. 17 D Palfrey,
Wokingham, 23:46:10. 18 S Goddard, 1:00:20:21. 19 R Clarke, Maidstone, 1:01:12:20.
20 S Strathdee, Pennine, 1:01:12:48.
1O50: 1 M Gandy, Worcester, 19:29:10. 2 N Jeffreson, Southampton, 19:45:04.
3 J Johnston, 20:35:34.
C1: 1 M Middleton, Fowey R, 22:17:03. 2 S Rippington, Brigidine Sch, 1:00:19:00.
3 I Smith, Basingstoke Canal, 1:00:19:05.
2LJ: 1 Pitceathly/Lowth, Devizes, 20:59:43. 2 Dahl/Norton, Cranleigh Sch, 21:32:51.
3 Barnes/Young, Dauntsey’s Sch, 22:07:57.
2MixJ: 1 Govier/Unwin, Fowey R, 20:15:49. 2 Barrett-Hague, Kimbolton Sch, 21:45:19.
3 Shegog/Touche, Marlborough Coll, 22:03:20.
2J: 1 Palmer/Peters, Fowey R, 16:20:16. 2 Hayward/Shearer, 8th Norwich (Norwich School) Sea
Scouts, 18:05:35. 3 Harris/Stubbs, Falcon, 18:31:58.
2VJ: 1 Hardiman/Neale, Tonbridge, 17:21:00. 2 Barnicoat/White, Falcon, 18:20:16.
3 Naftanaila/Playle, Barking & Dagenham, 19:33:54.
2CivJ: 1 Palmer/Peters, Fowey R, 16:20:16. 2 Hayward/Shearer, 8th Norwich (Norwich School) Sea
Scouts, 18:05:35. 3 Harris/Stubbs, Falcon, 18:31:58.
2U17Sch: 1 Bain/Tatham, Dauntsey’s, 20:20:03. 2 Ingoldsby/Read, Marlborough Coll, 20:30:20.
3 Hailstone/Mathison, Marlborough Coll, 20:53:41.
2SctJ: 1 Hayward/Shearer, 8th Norwich (Norwich School) Sea Scouts, 18:05:35.
C2LJ: 1 Chiles/Thornewill, Abbotsholme Sch, 1:05:08:57.
C2J: 1 Dziwisch/Ng, Bedford Sch, 23:24:27. 2 Pashley/Wilson, Abbotsholme Sch, 1:00:22:32.
3 Sayers/Oliver, Lord Wandsworth Coll, 1:01:06:55.
1T: 1 Reading, 2:10:30:33. 2 Southampton, 2:11:10:07.
1/2T: 1 Devizes, 2:16:12:30.
2LJT: 1 Dauntsey’s Sch, 1:20:58:05. 2 Marlborough Coll, 2:00:42:26.
3 Churcher’s Coll, 2:00:57:00.
2JT: 1 Churcher’s Coll, 2:10:10:22. 2 Marlborough Coll, 2:14:36:42. 3 Dauntsey’s Sch, 2:15:55:59.
2JSchT: 1 Churcher’s Coll, 2:10:10:22. 2 Marlborough Coll, 2:14:36:42.
3 Dauntsey’s Sch, 2:15:55:59.
2JCCFT: 1 Churcher’s Coll, 2:12:26:14.
2L: 1 Middlehurst/Martin, Richmond, 21:09:53.
2 Hurring/Taraskevics, Bradford on Avon, 1:00:35:55. 3 Lynch/Ogeman, Southampton, 1:02:22:55.
2LV: 1 Hurring/Taraskevics, Bradford on Avon, 1:00:35:55.
2 Leijerstam/Macleod, Army, 1:03:38:53. 3 Miller/Willis, Welshpool, 1:06:27:13.
2Mix: 1 Greenham/Miklos, Reading, 18:24:53. 2 Kelly/Stainsby, Richmond, 19:48:35.
3 Ferris/Worth, Exeter, 20:21:24. 4 Abraham/Millest, Nottingham, 21:39:01. 5 Lay/Lay,
Southampton, 22:42:22. 6 Poblete/Walker, Richmond, 23:00:12. 7 Chase/Tulloch, SUOTC,
23:47:48. 8 Mellelieu/Mellelieu, Longridge, 1:00:02:48. 9 Crompton/Mason, Army, 1:00:22:00.
10 Lane/Lane, 1:00:22:27. 11 Williams/Wyatt, Chelmsford, 2:00:32:52. 12 Hornsby/McDowell,
W Cumbria, 1:01:33:09. 13 Corr/Corr, Bristol Empire Dragons, 1:01:33:42. 14 Pedley/Weston,
Met Police, 1:01:45:23. 15 Colenso/Colenso, 1:01:56:51. 16 Hargreaves/Cope, 1:02:28:18.
17 Carson/Carson, Pangbourne, 1:03:17:52. 18 Harding/Harding, Hampton, 1:06:42:19.
19 Harding/Kirkham, Southampton, 1:14:56:46.
2: 1 Pearce/Southey, Fowey R, 17:23:35. 2 Beazley/Smythe, Leaside, 17:55:59.
3 King/King, Hereford, 18:15:48. 4 Greenham/Miklos, Reading, 18:24:53. 6 Penson/Prowse,

Exeter/Hemel Hempstead, 19:46:41. 7 Kelly/Stainsby, Richmond, 19:48:35. 8 Diaper/Main, Army,
19:55:15. 9 Bailey/Parrott, Paddlesport, 20:20:33. 10 Corden/Smith, Worcester, 20:21:06.
11 Ferris/Worth, Exeter, 20:21:24. 12 Beaver/Brooks, Nottingham/Soar Valley, 20:31:22.
13 Hunt-David/Parish, Richmond, 20:37:33. 14 Ives/Lawson, Army, 20:45:25.
15 Wilson/Gargan, Parachute Regt, 20:01:28. 16 Sutherland/Willcock, Longridge, 21:08:07.
17 Middlehurst/Martin, Richmond, 21:09:53. 18 Abbot/Ashford, Parachute Regt, 21:11:45.
19 Armstrong/Greaves, Army, 21:28:43. 20 Abraham/Millest, Nottingham, 21:39:01.
2OS: 1 Hystek/Robinson, 19:43:21. 2 Van Ginkel/Witteveen, Rotterdamsche/Levitas, 22:42:30.
2OSE: 1 Rothwell/Walsh, Tullow, 1:04:04:27.
2Civ: 1 Pearce/Southey, Fowey R, 17:23:35. 2 Beazley/Smythe, Leaside, 17:55:59.
3 King/King, Hereford, 18:15:48. 4 Greenham/Miklos, Reading, 18:24:53. 6 Penson/Prowse,
Exeter/Hemel Hempstead, 19:46:41. 7 Kelly/Stainsby, Richmond, 19:48:35. 8 Bailey/Parrott,
Paddlesport, 20:20:33. 9 Corden/Smith, Worcester, 20:21:06. 10 Ferris/Worth, Exeter, 20:21:24.
11 Beaver/Brooks, Nottingham/Soar Valley, 20:31:22. 12 Hunt-David/Parish, Richmond, 20:37:33.
13 Sutherland/Willcock, Longridge, 21:08:07. 14 Middlehurst/Martin, Richmond, 21:09:53.
15 Abraham/Millest, Nottingham, 21:39:01. 16 Duncan/Tilling, Exeter Univ, 21:44:28.
17 Blackburn/Wilkes, Chelmsford, 21:47:03. 18 McKenna/Wakley, Exeter, 22:02:58.
19 Brown/Roberts, 22:04:36. 20 Stagg/Stagg, Cambridge, 22:11:52.
2Ser: 1 Diaper/Main, Army, 19:55:15. 2 Ives/Lawson, Army, 20:45:25.
3 Wilson/Gargan, Parachute Regt, 20:01:28.
2Res: 1 Chase/Tulloch, SUOTC, 23:47:48. 2 Hellin/Spinks, Artists Rifles, 1:04:22:25.
3 Aslan/Williams, Artists Rifles, 1:05:31:34.
2RN: 1 Crankshaw/Smail, Stour Valley, 1:03:50:02.
2A: 1 Diaper/Main, Army, 19:55:15. 2 Ives/Lawson, Army, 20:45:25.
3 Wilson/Gargan, Parachute Regt, 20:01:28.
2RAF: 1 Woodruff/Woodruff, RAF, 1:00:38:52.
2Pol: 1 Betts/Stobbart, Met, 1:00:03:04. 2 Pedley/Watson, Met, 1:01:45:23.
3 Kane/Cooper, Thames Valley, 1:15:01:25.
2Univ: 1 Duncan/Tilling, Exeter, 21:44:28.
2Sct: 1 Barrett/Byrne, Malahide Sea Scouts, 22:55:24.
2 Lovett/Lovett, Petersham & Ham Sea Scouts/Newbold Sea Scouts, 1:12:35:09.
2V: 1 Beazley/Smythe, Leaside, 17:55:59. 2 King/King, Hereford, 18:15:48. 3 Hystek/Robinson,
19:43:21. 4 Bailey/Parrott, Paddlesport, 20:20:33. 5 Corden/Smith, Worcester, 20:21:06.
6 Beaver/Brooks, Nottingham/Soar Valley, 20:31:22. 7 Hunt-David/Parish, Richmond, 20:37:33.
8 Ives/Lawson, Army, 20:45:25. 9 Wilson/Gargan, Parachute Regt, 20:01:28.
10 Sutherland/Willcock, Longridge, 21:08:07. 11 Abbot/Ashford, Parachute Regt, 21:11:45.
12 Dyson/Pelling, Parachute Regt, 21:42:05. 13 Blackburn/Wilkes, Chelmsford, 21:47:03. 14
McKenna/Wakley, Exeter, 22:02:58. 15 Brown/Roberts, 22:04:36. 16 Lowe/Lowe, Nottingham/78th
Leicester 1st Thurmaston Scouts, 22:13:19. 17 Holmes/Houghting, Southampton/Wey, 22:16:32.
19 De Klerk/Jackson, Parachute Regt, 22:46:05. 20 Campbell/Tyerman, Lincoln/RN, 23:12:52.
2.100: 1 Stevens/Wiesner-Hanks, Wisconsin, 22:39:33. Shackleton/Wilson, 1:00:27:40.
2 Dobson/Papworth-Smith, Devizes, 1:01:45:49.
2F: 1 Hellin/Spinks, Artists Rifles, 1:04:22:25. 2 Aslan/Williams, Artists Rifles, 1:05:31:34.
3 Limbu/Martell, Army, 1:13:46:19.
C2: 1 Penson/Prowse, Exeter/Hemel Hempstead, 19:46:41. 2 Bailey/Parrott, Paddlesport, 20:20:33.
3 Stevens/Wiesner-Hanks, Wisconsin, 22:39:33. 4 Lovell/Underhill-Rose, Whitstable, 23:41:47.
5 Shackleton/Wilson, 1:00:27:40. 6 Balla/Green, Barking & Dagenham, 1:00:33:10.
7 Hornsby/McDowell, W Cumbria, 1:01:33:09. 8 Corr/Corr, Bristol Empire Dragons, 1:01:33:42.
9 Dobson/Papworth-Smith, Devizes, 1:01:45:49. 10 Berry/Pearson, Eyot, 1:01:49:10.
11 Li/Yeung, Barking & Dagenham/Royal, 1:02:28:57. 12 Lunt/Marks, Wey, 1:02:38:13.
13 Priestley/Stockwell, 1:03:04:09. 14 Carson/Carson, Pangbourne, 1:03:17:52.
15 Crankshaw/Smail, Stour Valley, 1:03:50:02. 16 Jones/Lewis, Stroud Valley, 1:04:16:54.
17 Harding/Harding, Hampton, 1:06:42:19. 18 Rose/Rose, Worcester, 1:11:12:01.
2T: 1 Richmond, 2:13:36:01. 2 Army, 2:14:30:14. 3 Parachute Regt, 2:15:55:18.
2CivT: 1 Exeter, 2:17:44:41. 2 Devizes, 2:11:33:55.
2SerT: 1 Army, 2:14:30:14. 2 Parachute Regt, 2:15:55:18. 3 Army, 2:11:11:38.

Classic marathons to be promoted

The Marathon Racing Committee, in their ACM, talked of all race
entries being made through the BC union so that membership numbers
can be checked.
A classic series of non Hasler races is being promoted. These use the
tougher courses which many paddlers prefer, races in recent years often
having become more like long sprint races with turns and portages.

Race to Alaska

An original concept race will commence next summer, a 1,200km
race to Ketchikan in Alaska. Boats may be paddled, rowed or sailed.
There may be any number of crew members but they must all be
onboard throughout the race, for which there will be a $10,000 prize
for the first boat to arrive. The race will begin in Port Townsend Bay,
Washington, on June 4th. Those who complete the first 64km leg to
Victoria, British Columbia, will be entitled to take part in the race itself,
which begins in Victoria on 5th. No engines of any kind are permitted
but crews should have navigation, first aid, radio and logistics skills and
should have the physical ability and equipment for the race. Entries are
being accepted by the Northwest Maritime Center in Port Townsend.
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World Championships
Favourites provided composed performances to secure safe
progression from qualification heats as the first day of action at
the world championships finished in Deep Creek, USA.
Czech paddlers Jiri Prskavec and Vit Prindis showed their
class early, recording the fastest times of the morning’s session in
the K1 men on their first runs; both stopped the clock comfortably
under the 100 second mark without penalties.
The double European champion Prskavec was the quickest, crossing
the line with a 96.72 score. Twelve months earlier the 21 year old
gained a world championship silver on his home course in Prague;
he now looks a more complete paddler and on this morning showed
glimpses of why many placed him as a real podium contender.
Equally dominant was Australia’s Jessica Fox, who qualified
comfortably for the C1 women’s semi final with a controlled effort that
presented the 20 year old the opportunity to sit out the second run.
Mallory Franklin, the 2013 world championship silver medallist, also
put in an accomplished performance that provided the young Brit an
easy passage through to the semi final stage.
Katerina Hoskova (CZE), the 2014 World Cup series winner,
overhauled Fox’s qualification score on her second run.
The difficult and physically demanding course could well have
benefited Hoskova, a canoe specialist, as many of her closest rivals were
also competing in the kayak class, effectively doubling their workload
and halving their recovery time between runs.
In the men’s C1 the powerful figure of Slovakia’s Alexander
Slafkovsky posted the quickest time, 100.98. Confident of qualification,
he later experimented on his second run, cutting tighter and faster lines,
but clipped gates 9, 10 and 12.
It was clear that Slafkovsky knew if he was to secure his dream of
world championship gold he’d need something very special.
Other contenders Matej Benus (SVK), Michal Martikan, Franz Anton
(GER), Jan Benzien (GER) and last year’s champion, David Florence
(GBR), cruised through with plenty in reserve.
Local interests Fabien Lefevre, Casey Eichfeld and Zachary Lokken all
qualified from the day’s C1 men’s heats.
Lefevre, a former world champion who has switched nations from
France to America, also went in the men’s kayak where he again
qualified comfortably.
Compatriots, Michal Smolen and Richard Powell followed suit,
qualifying towards the top of the order.
Talking about the difficulties of competing in both the kayak and
canoe in the same event, Lefevre said ‘If you train your body and your
mind to switch everyday then it becomes natural. You just have to be
patient and let your brain integrate that switch regularly. I would say
that takes around two seasons.’
The 32 year old continued ‘If I look at David Florence (C2M and
C1M world champion) nowadays, he can switch from one class to
another. I can do it, too; it’s just a matter of practice.’
Early exits from defending champions on the second day highlighted
the difficulty of the course and intensity of competition.
First Richard Hounslow and David Florence were eliminated at the
preliminary stage in the C2 men then Vavrinec Hradilek (CZE), the K1
men’s defending champion, exited after a tight semi final.
Hradilek’s season has been plagued with injury and he was perhaps
not expecting to make the cut but the Brits had no such excuse.
Clearly disappointed in their performance but ever pragmatic,
Florence said ‘We were not good enough. It’s a difficult course but
others managed so that was not the problem.
‘I will now concentrate on the C1 and Richard is going well in the
K1.
Hounslow was indeed going well in the K1 but, despite his clean
semi final run, was unable to match the required speed to slip into the
top 10, eventually finishing 15th.
The Czech’s day got worse as their two remaining paddlers, Jiri
Prskavec and Vit Prindis, were also eliminated; both were in good form
coming into the championships but made uncharacteristic mistakes.
Quickest of the qualifiers for the K1 men’s semi final was Lucien
Delfour (AUS).
Despite several of the big names struggling to secure clean runs, most
forced to take their second attempts, each eventually managed to secure
a safe passage through to the semi final stage.
Closest of the main contenders to the K1 women’s qualification chop
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was European champion Ricard Funk (GER).   The 22 year old
showed composure on her second run and, despite picking
up three penalties late on, her pace through the first section
proved enough to secure a semi final spot.
Fastest on the day was Maialen Chourraut (ESP) with her
second run stopping the clock at 111.45 without penalties.
Olympic and world champion Emilie Fer (FRA) also looked to be
able to carry good speed throughout the course and was likely again to
challenge the podium spots if she was able to eliminate the touches for
the remainder of the event.
The 2014 World Cup series winner, Corinna Kuhnle (AUT), also
looked in good shape, doing enough over her two runs to keep
comfortably within the top 10.

canoephotography.com/Balint-Vekassy (ICF) photographs

Slalom

Silvers for Pennie and Franklin

Florence/Hounslow were unsuccessful this time.

Lefvre takes the C1 title.

With a clean first attempt, New Zealand’s Lukka Jones was the only
athlete that decided to opt out of her second run.
Fabien Lefevre’s blistering speed and razor sharp boat positioning
delivered the hosts a gold medal as the first world champions were
crowned.
Earlier, he made clear his intentions, setting the fastest semi final time.
Last to go in the final, the 32 year old managed to maintain his
composure and deliver an even faster run than his semi final effort that
proved enough to secure gold.
‘It’s a strange feeling. I did not expect that I would be able to achieve
that [gold] in the C1 class so quickly.’
Astonishingly, Lefevre has only been competing in the C1 class
internationally for two seasons. ‘My goal was to bring gold in the US
and it’s done and I’m really happy for my country.’
Benjamin Savsek took the silver, adding to his bronze from last
season’s world championships.
Franz Anton completed the podium.
In the K1 men’s final, Lefevre’s former teammates proved their
prowess, too, as France made it a clean sweep with Boris Neveu,
Sebastien Combot and Mathieu Biazizzo stepping up on the podium in
that order.
Talking after the medal ceremony, Neveu said ‘I’m really excited, for
the French team; it was a very, very good day; we have three medals.’
As the final of the three to go, he knew that his teammates had set the
benchmark times but Neveu remained focused on his own performance.
‘I concentrated on my run. It was not a perfect run but it was good
enough to just beat Seb so I’m very, very happy.’
The previous day French paddlers set the fastest three times in the C2
men and, with the current K1 women’s Olympic and world champion,
Emilie Fer, also in their squad, Sunday’s finals could yet have provided
more medals for the paddling powerhouse.
Jessica Fox remained composed and added further to her swelling
medal tally by repeating her last season’s success in the C1 women’s class
to become a double world champion.
The talented Fox appears to be an unstoppable force in the category
and, despite making a couple of uncharacteristic errors, her flat line
speed was enough to secure gold.
‘I’m exhausted; it was a really tough battle out there but to cross the
line in 1st despite a few errors, I’m happy.’
Fox’s final run was significantly faster than her semi final effort, a clear
demonstration of just how in control of this event the youngster is.
Talking specifically about her final run, Fox said ‘I put in a lot more
effort. I think I charged it down from the top section and kind of didn’t
stop until the finish.’
Reflecting on her thoughts at the start gate, she continued ‘I always
feel a bit of pressure and, you know, being the world number one and
winning a few World Cup races, there’s always a little bit of expectation
but I like that.’
Mallory Franklin also repeated her efforts from the 2013 event,
stepping on the second step of the podium for the second time at a
world championships.
Oriane Rebours (FRA) collected bronze.
Jessica Fox proved unstoppable, adding the K1 women’s gold to the
previous day’s C1 title whilst the C2 men’s partnership of Luka Bozic
and Saso Taljat (SLO) overcame the tricky conditions to take the C2 top
spot.
Fox already had earned her superstar status but this day’s calculated,
clean and devastatingly fast performance confirmed her at the top of the
sport in both canoe and kayak.
‘It feels so special and I’m so happy, speechless even; that was a great
run for me,’ said the jubilant Australian.
‘I saw that someone had posted a 114 so I knew that I just had to go
out there and be online. I felt that I got into a rhythm early on and I

just managed to keep the flow and to finish in the lead is unbelievable.’
It was a mixed final with many of the favourites struggling against
the powerful flow and tricky gate combinations, in particular gate 15;
however, none of this seemed to worry the finals’ youngest competitor.
‘When you’re last and you’ve still got your run to go, everyones’ eyes
turn to you but I’ve had a bit of experience with it in the C1, often
going off last in the final. I think over the last couple of seasons I’ve
managed to translate that into the kayak.’
Fox continued, comparing the golden final run with her earlier semi
final. ‘Gate 5, gate 9 and gate 14 were probably the key gates that I
could have improved on. I just managed to run the boat well in those
ups and be a bit higher than in my semi finals and then just running on
adrenalin and hearing the crowd and my teammates cheering me on
really pushed me to dig deeper.’
This was Fox’s third individual senior world title, adding to a brace of
C1 golds and a highly treasured Olympic K1 silver.
Brit Fiona Pennie finished with a silver after an agonizing wait,
following her impressive 114.97 from a third placed start.
Germany’s Melanie Pfeifer finished 3rd, exactly six seconds behind
Fox.
Luka Bozic and Saso Taljat combined superbly to ensure victory in
the C2 men’s final.
Negotiating the 24 gates clean and managing to maintain pace in the
boat throughout was the key to their success.
Talking about the long wait to start due to finishing second in the
semi final, Saso said ‘Its more difficult if you go through to the final in
second place. It’s better if you go through in tenth but we had a good
feeling after the semis so it wasn’t so bad. We were just concerned about
the wind but it went OK.
‘Gate number 19 we did a good spin and I think we gained a lot of
time there,’ continued the 24 year old who was to celebrate his birthday
the following day.
In a discipline that’s as much about understanding his partner as
about the movements of the water it seems that the duo take a relaxed
approach to communication.
‘We don’t talk during the run; we just have to survive,’ said Bozic.
Referring to next year’s Olympic qualifiers in London, a course the
pair won on in this season’s opener at the World Cup, Saso said ‘It’s
another difficult course but we hope it’s going to be the same [result] as
here.’
Few would bet against the strong Slovenia pair, who seem to be
increasingly able to find their way onto the podium when it counts.
France’s Pierre Picco and Hugo Biso gained the silver whilst this
season’s most prolific partnership, Ladislav and Peter Skantar (SVK),
claimed their second world championship bronze in as many years.

International Canoe Federation

K1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 114.01. 2 F Pennie, GB, 114.97. 3 M Pfeifer, Deutschland, 120.01.
9 B Latham, GB, 179.88.
K1M: 1 B Neveu, France, 101.61. 2 S Combot, France, 102.34. 3 M Biazizzo, France, 102.92.
15 R Hounslow, GB.
C1W: 1 J Fox, Australia, 132.85. 2 M Franklin, GB, 138.78. 3 O Rebours, France, 139.62.
7 J Royle, GB, 157.77. 12 E Gibson, GB.
C1M: 1 F Lefevre, USA, 106.82. 2 B Savsek, Slovenija, 108.62. 3 F Anton, Deutschland, 110.30.
6 T Quinn, GB, 112.18. 20 R Westley, GB.
C2M: 1 Bozic/Taljat, Slovenija, 118.43. 2 Picco/Biso, France, 122.78.
3 Skantar/Skantar, Slovensko, 122.78. 7 Davies/Lister, GB, 130.13. 11 Burgess/Pitt, GB.
K1WT: 1 France, 132.47. 2 Österreich, 139.46. 3 Slovensko, 140.31. 8 GB, 148.30.
K1MT: 1 France, 112.79. 2 Ceskà, 115.11. 3 GB, 123.24.
C1WT: 1 Ceskà, 170.22. 2 GB, 181.83. 3 France, 218.69.
C1MT: 1 Slovensko, 125.10. 2 Ceskà, 126.09. 3 Slovenija, 127.84. 7 GB, 135.52.
C2MT: 1 France, 140.96. 2 Slovensko, 143.13. 3 Ceskà, 152.51. 9 GB, 232.65.

GB team event clean sweep

Jessica Fox, quite pleased with the women’s K1 title.
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Lee Valley Slalom
Having the Lee Valley course to host the first World Cup
slalom of the season favoured the home team and they made
good use of the advantage. As the venue for next year’s world
championships it was an essential event for both competitors
and organizers.
Other than a wet Saturday morning, the weather was good over
the three days for developing the sunburn, the breeze just picking up a

little at lunchtime on Friday to move the poles. Several junior
school groups came on Friday. Sunday saw a healthy turnout
of spectators although visibility for them is not as good on this
course as on some others.
An informative commentary was provided, including by
Etienne Stott, who seemed able to speak excitedly for an hour
at a time without drawing breath. Time Baillie seemed to struggle
with the pronunciation of Eilidh Gibson’s surname. A large video screen
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Peter Kauzer before injuring his shoulder.
The Skantars finished 3rd in C2.

Mallory Franklin on her road to the women’s C1 win.
showed entire runs, to the extent that many people sat watching it with
their backs to the course.
The course for the heats had gates 4 - 6 forming Piccadilly Circus,
similar to the Olympic Games course. Gates 8 and 9 were above and
below Big Ben, the upper main drop, and 17 and 18 similar for Ben
Nevis, the lower main drop. However, it was upstream gate 14 which
caused the most problems. Like the course for the semi finals and finals,
it was tough.
With 40 of the 70 men’s kayaks to go through, there were no major
upsets and all three British paddlers made the cut, Joseph Clarke in
6th place with an impressive 96.62 clear, compared with leader Peter
Kauzer’s 94.72 clear.

Joseph Clarke in the heats.

Fiona Pennie was knocked out of the semi final.

Burgess/Pitt slippedinto the top 20.

Teng was 3rd in women’s C1.

Jasmine Royle finished 15th.

Polaczyk took 3rd place.

Eilidh Gibson paddled above her form.
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Neveu was the men’s kayak winner.

Florence and Hounslow had to settle for 5th.
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David Florence took the men’s C1 win..
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A winning performance from the British men in K1.

Westley/Franklin finished in11th place.
Benus was runner up in men’s C1.

Davies/Lister did well to take 9th spot.

Martikan took 3rd place in men’s C1.

Corrina Kuhnle was placed 2nd in women’s K1.

Lu Li took China’s first ever win at this level of slalom.

Jessica Fox was 3rd in women’s K1.

Bozic/Taljat were the C2 winners.
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Anton/Benzien were the 2nd placed C2.
With all women’s C1s going to the semi finals, the heats were simply
practice. Mallory Franklin was one of several who did not bother with a
second run.
Life was less relaxed for the men’s C1s, only 30 of the 55 entrants
proceeding. All the British paddlers went through but only Ryan
Westley and leader David Florence declined second runs. The surprise
here was Germany’s Franz Anton failing to go through, 6.71 seconds off
the lead including a touch.
Two thirds of the 45 women’s kayaks went through. Bethan Latham
failed to make it, picking up a 50 on gate 20 on her second run
although her result from her first run was five places up on her world
ranking with only one of those higher ranked paddlers absent. She was
a couple of places up on Germany’s Cindy Poeschel, ranked 9th in the
world but with slow times.
All the British C2 pairs went through in the 20 from 29 starters.
It was a close run thing for Westley/Franklin but good enough to
fight another day. Again, Florence/Hounslow, Bozic/Taljat and the
Hochshorners felt comfortable passing on second runs.
The course was redesigned for the semi finals and finals. The first four
gates were staggers with the fifth an oblique, the poles split between two
gatelines. Gate 9 was set at the foot of Big Ben with 10 upstream, asking
for use of a stopper to get between them. Gate 12 was another oblique,
offset from 13, then a stagger to 14. Another stopper stood ready at the
approach to upstream 15 and 18 and 19 were both upstream below Ben
Nevis. Gates 20 to 23 were the sting in the tail, staggers with 21 set as
an oblique.
No British boat made the cut in the men’s kayak semi final. Best of
the rest was Joseph Clarke with a clean run well above his form, just
2.39 seconds off the pace. With another clear run, Germany’s Sebastian
Schubert, ranked 2nd in the world, just made the top 20. The most
dramatic exit was that of the last boat away, Peter Kauzer, who injured
his shoulder on the drop at gate 9 and had to be lifted out of his boat, to
be followed by an early flight back to Slovenia.
The women’s C1 semi final saw a stunning run from Mallory
Franklin to take her over 10 seconds clear of the field, even with a
touch. Eilidh Gibson paddled above her form to make the final. Indeed,
Jasmine Royle only missed out by a couple of places.
The corresponding men’s event saw David Florence home and dry.
He was to be the only one to fly the flag for Britain. Thomas Quinn
went to pieces at the end of the course and Ryan Westley also picked up
a 50 on gate 18. They were not alone. Thiebaud Vielliard rolled on Ben
Nevis and gave up with a 50 while Roberto Colazingari’s spraydeck
failed at this point and he did not finish. There was no shortage of
action here.
Rafael Polaczyk put himself to the back of the final with a 50 and
Alexander Grimm’s three touches were equally devastating. World
top ranked Etienne Daille was uncharacteristically slow while Hannes
Aigner made up some lost time on the last few gates to take 4th. A fine
performance of 95.19 clear by Boris Neven gave the win to France
with Vit Prindis a couple of seconds slower for the silver, an exceptional
result for him.
There was plenty of drama in the women’s C1 final. World number
2 Caroline Loir rolled at gate 18 to add a slow time to four touches.
Eilidh Gibson had two touches and a time which was to be the third
fastest, which added together for a very respectable total. World number
1 Jennifer Fox missed gate 20 and had to go back for it, pushing herself
out of the medals. China’s Nanquin Cen produced the fastest time of

The Polish team of brothers Mateusz, Rafal and Grzegorz Polaczyk.

The French men’s kayaks, narrowly beaten into 2nd place.

Another British win for the women’s C1 team.
the class, despite rolling on the Ben Nevis drop, but she also missed a
gate to drop to the bottom of the list. Last away was Mallory Franklin,
who put in a blistering run of 122.44 clear, 9.8 seconds clear of Gibson
in 2nd place.
Nobody went clear in the men’s C1 final. Vitezslav Gebas had a 50,
Ander Elosegi had half a dozen touches and everybody else had one
or two. David Florence had one but he also had the fastest time to
put himself 3.33 seconds clear of Matej Benus and then came Michal
Martikan, to the delight of his many supporters.
The women’s kayak semi final saw Fiona Pennie and Mallory
Franklin fall by the wayside. They both had penalties they could not
afford. The same applied to world number 2 Maialen Chorraut.
Westley/Franklin and Burgess/Pitt failed to make the cut in C2. So
did the world number 2 crew, the Hochschorners, accompanied by a
look of disbelief as they collected a 50 on gate 20. There were no other
50s, surprisingly. I was standing 2 - 3m from the righthand pole of
upstream 15, closer than anyone else, including the judge. Marzo/Perez
broke out and overshot the pole. There was a moment of panic and
the bow man placed his paddle inside the gate, cocked his lower wrist
and pushed the pole aside with it. He was given a 2 but it looked like
deliberate displacement to me. (Christine Baillie, in the office, observed
that the start lists came in A4 and A5 formats and that the judges had
asked for the large print versions!)
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Another win for the British men’s C1s.

The Slovaks missed the win by 0.08 sec.

K1W: 1 L Li, Zhongguo, 110.64. 2 C Kuhnle, Österreich, 110.03. 3 J Fox, Australia, 111.18.
18 F Pennie, GB.
K1M: 1 B Neveu, France, 95.19. 2 V Prindis, Ceská, 97.53. 3 M Polaczyk, Polska, 97.70.
11 J Clarke, GB.
C1W: 1 M Franklin, GB, 122.44. 2 E Gibson, GB, 132.24. 3 Q Teng, Zhongguo, 134.87.
15 J Royle, GB.
C1M: 1 D Florence, GB, 99.87. 2 M Benus, Slovensko, 103.20. 3 M Martikan, Slovensko, 103.82.
C2M: 1 Bozic/Taljat, Slovenija, 106.57. 2 Anton/Benzien, Deutschland, 108.83.
3 Skantar/Skantar, Slovensko, 109.39. 5 Florence/Hounslow, GB, 110.04.
9 Davies/Lister, GB, 116.65. 11 Westley/Franklin, GB. 19 Burgess/Pitt, GB.
K1WT: 1 GB, 134.78. 2 France, 140.20. 3 España, 144.31.
K1MT: 1 GB, 108.71. 2 France, 110.39. 3 España, 112.45.
C1WT: 1 GB, 176.28. 2 Zhongguo, 177.93. 3 France, 217.54.
C1MT: 1 GB, 113.21. 2 Slovensko, 113.29. 3 Slovenija, 116.15.
C2MT: 1 GB, 135.62. 2 Ceská, 232.19.

Brazilian Olympic slalom course

For the Río Olympic Games the slalom course will be in the
Deodoro Olympic Park with eight other sports. At previous venues,
including London, the course has been isolated from the main events.
Construction began in July.

Winter training in the Gulf

The French K1 women’s team take another 2nd place.
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One of the most unusual winter training venues is at Al Ain on the
border between the United Arab Emirates and Oman. Wadi Adventure
was opened in 2012 as a pumped facility and has since had a surfing
lake added. Its attraction is that it is warm and requires a much shorter
flight than is needed for Australia. It is just 140km south of Dubai,
which makes travelling relatively easy. The venue is managed by former
American river guide Fergus Coffey, previously at the US National WW
Center on the Catawaba River in North Carolina.
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World Championships
Jeanette Chippington (GBR) became a seven time
paracanoe world champion after adding another two titles to
her previous tally as the first day of action at the world championships
concluded in Moscow, Russia.
The Brits took three gold and two silver medals in the space of an
hour, Emma Wiggs adding the other gold to Chippington’s double.
Pier Alberto Bucciliero (ITA), Curtis Mcgrath (AUS) and Luis Carlos
Cardoso da Silva (BRA) each won their first world titles as the thunder
echoed around the recently renovated 1980 Olympic course.
Chippington, who has been to five Paralympic Games as a swimmer,
made the transition to paracanoe after the 2012 London Games and
hasn’t looked back.
‘I like the challenge. I put in the hard work and when I’m training I
really enjoy it.’
Rightly pleased, she continued ‘I feel proud of myself; what a
stunning location to become world champion.’
The 44 year old won the K1A and V1A women’s 200m events.
Wiggs was also suitably ecstatic at her achievements.
‘I’m blown away by it all. It’s been a really hard winter of training.
I didn’t expect much after switching from V1 to kayak. To come away
with a gold medal is a little bit hard to believe at the minute.’
She crossed the finish line ahead of multiple world champion
Christine Gauthier (CAN) in K1TA women’s 200m.
Ukraine’s Nataliia Lagutenko picked up the bronze.
Like so many of the athletes, both the GB medal winners were keen
to thank their coaches. Wiggs continued ‘We’re so lucky at GB to have
the coaches we’ve got; it just allows us to achieve.’
At his first world championships Mcgrath was also ecstatic to reach
the top step but the debutant had to control his nerves at the start line
after admitting to feeling the pressure.
‘I was way more nervous at the start. It had a bit more weight on the
result than I’m used to so I’m glad I pulled through.’
Despite this, the Australian managed to record the world’s fastest time
in the V1TA men’s 200m race, stopping the clock at 48.596 seconds.
‘It’s a special result and I’m happy and glad to be world champion.’
The 26 year old became a paracanoeist following the loss of both his
legs after stepping on an IED in Afghanistan in August 2012.
Alberto Bucciliero was victorious in the V1LTA men’s 200m,
outsprinting Brit Martin Tweedie in an exciting opening final that
included 2013 world champion Caio Ribeiro de Carvalho (BRA).
Ribeiro de Carvalho finished 5th, outlining the continued
improvement in the sport as it progresses to the Río 2016 Paralympic
Games.
Redressing Brazil’s disappointment, Luis Carlos Cardoso da Silva won
the V1A men’s 200m emphatically by the largest margin of the day.
Conditions in Moscow fluctuated throughout the day, causing
disruption to the schedule that forced the paracanoe finals to be pushed
into Friday’s lineup as the second day of action closed to the sound of
crashing thunder.
Initially the three finals were set to be contested at 14:00 but
deteriorating conditions and frequent bolts of lightening forced a
change of plan and a shuffle in the schedule that initially pushed the
medal races to later in the day.
After a brief break in the prevailing conditions, which allowed the
scheduled able bodied semi finals to run to a conclusion, the storms
returned, forcing officials to make the difficult decision to move the
day’s medal races into Friday’s programme instead of their rescheduled
spot.
In the completed races all favourites managed to edge through,
including the local heroes, Alexey Korovashkov and Ivan Shtyl, who
went in the C2 men’s 500m and stopped the clock with the quickest
qualifying time to ensure the favourable lane five for Saturday’s final.
In the same fashion, Hungary’s exceptional K4 crew, Gabriella Szabó,
Danuta Kozák, Anna Kárász and Ninetta Vadian, were fastest to reach
their 500m final.
Fellow Hungarian Tamara Csipes also triumphed but in a solo boat
and over double the distance, securing the
fastest qualification time in the K1 women’s
1,000m.
Sofiya Yurchanka and Aleksandra Grishina
(BLR) were the top crew in the women’s
K2 1,000m and qualified directly to the
final after winning their heat convincingly.
Jean Chippington.

The K2 men’s 1,000m final looked to be an interesting battle
with the crews from Serbia, Russia, Australia and Germany all
laying down quick qualification times.
Murray Stuart (AUS) sneaked through to the final of the K1 men’s
1,000m after an agonizing wait to confirm his semi final run was quick
enough to qualify from third position.
It was and the Olympic champion in K4 1,000m went in lane 1 in
the final.
René Poulsen (DEN) and Miroslav Kirchev (BUL) were the two
who qualified directly from the first semi final ahead of the Australian.
Poulsen was pragmatic about his strong performance, stating ‘I’m
suppose to go fast now so hopefully I will go fast on Saturday.’
Canada’s Adam Van Koeverden looked to be back on form, qualifying
in first position from his semi final.
Commenting on the course, he said ‘It’s a great course and it’s going
to be quick; we’ve already seen some great times. It’s an Olympic
course, a quality course.’
Despite qualifying with relative ease, the so often dominant force
in K1 men’s 1,000m paddling, Max Hoff (GER), seemed slightly
underwhelmed by his efforts.
‘I’m feeling fine; the first hard step is done. Saturday is my next
chance. I think it will be a great final and all the boys look like they’re
in great shape.’
The favourites qualified to the C1 men’s 1,000m final to set up a
tantalizing showdown.
All three Olympic medallists were in the fray, Sebatian Brendal (GER,
gold), David Cal (ESP, silver) and Mark Oldershaw (CAN, bronze), plus
world champion Attila Vajda (HUN).
Talking after his semi final, Vajda said ‘I feel OK. The weather
conditions were hard for me because of my technique but I feel all right
and I achieved my goal of reaching the final.’
‘I’m focusing on the podiums; the Olympics are my goal and I go
step by step.’

International Canoe Federation

200m: K1W: 1 L Carrington, NZ, 37.898. 2 M Walczykiewicz, Polska, 38.814.
3 N Moldovan, Srbija, 39.416.
K1WLTA: 1 A Dickins, GB, 49.700. 2 C Moreau, France, 49.813. 3 A Reynolds, Australia, 51.247.
K1WTA: 1 E Wiggs, GB, 53.128. 2 C Gauthier, Canada, 53.505. 3 N Lagutenko, Ukraina, 55.235.
K1WA: 1 J Chippington, GB, 55.213. 2 S Kupriianova, Ukraina, 59.292.
3 A Dupik, Rossija, 59.856.
K1M: 1 M de Jonge, Canada, 33.961. 2 P Menning, Sverige, 34.088. 3 E McKeever, GB, 34.270.
K1MLTA: 1 Y Kikhayev, Ukraina, 39.208. 2 I Serban, România, 39.467.
3 L Krylov, Rossija, 39.962. 5 R Oliver, GB, 40.633.
K1MTA: 1 M Swoboda, Österreich, 40.928. 2 F Rufino de Paulo, Brasil, 41.872.
3 L Twigg, GB, 44.754.
V1WLTA: 1 A Green, GB, 57.948. 2 L Volik, Rossija, 1:00.759. 3 C Gauthier, Canada, 1:03.245.
V1WTA: 1 E Wiggs, GB, 1:00.358. 2 C Gauthier, Canada, 1:02.565.
3 N Lagutenko, Ukraina, 1:03.666.
V1WA: 1 J Chippington, GB, 1:00.016. 2 K Kennedy, Australia, 1:06.718.
3 Z Ovsii, Ukraina, 1:07.540.
V1MLTA: 1 P Buccoliero, Italia, 50.368. 2 M Tweedie, GB, 51.369. A Egorov, Rossija, 51.806.
V1MTA: 1 C McGrath, Australia, 48.596. 2 J Young, GB, 49.613. 3 V Potanin, Rossija, 52.356.
V1MA: 1 L Cardosa da Silva, Brasil, 54.944. 2 O Hrechko, Ukraina, 57.481.
3 R Suba, Magyarorság, 59.136. 4 A Simmons, GB, 1:00.075.
K2W: 1 Kárász/Vad, Magyarorság, 35.869. 2 Weber/Dietze, Deutschland, 35.986.
3 Tsishkevich/Litvinchuk, Belorus, 36.217. 5 Walker/Hannah, GB, 36.394.
K2M: 1 Grujic/Novakovic, Srbija, 30.500. 2 Rauhe/Liebscher, Deutschland, 30.606.
3 Jouve/Beaumont, France, 30.884. 4 Heath/Schofield, GB, 31.033.
K1WR: 1Polska, 2:47.793. 2 Rossija, 2:48.833. 3 Belorus, 2:49.762. 6 GB, 2:51.007.
K1MR: 1 Magyarorság, 2:24.193. 2 France, 2:24.348. 3 GB, 2:24.972.
500m: K1W: 1 D Kozák, Magyarorság, 1:49.283. 2 L Carrington, NZ, 1:49.790.
3 B Hartley, S Africa, 1:50.496. 17 H Mason, GB.
K2W: 1 Szabó/Csipes, Magyarorság, 1:39.935. 2 Moldovan/Moldovan, Srbija, 1:40.480.
3 Naja/Mikoljczyk, Polska, 1:41.337. 8 Belcher/Cawthorn, GB, 1:43.417.
K4W: 1 Magyarorság, 1:28.219. 2 Polska, 1:28.942. 3 Belorus, 1:29.585. 7 GB, 1:32.475.
1km: K1W: 1 T Hatton, NZ, 3:49.423. 2 T Csipes, Magyarorság, 3:49.474.
3 D Ruzicic-Benedek, Srbija, 3:49.780. 5 R Simon, GB, 3:53.550.
C1M: 1 S Brendel, Deutschland, 3:44.578. 2 M Fuksa, Ceská, 3:48.180.
3 A Vajda, Magyarorság, 3:49.296.
K2M: 1 Vlcek/Tarr, Slovensko, 3:08.784. 2 Wallace/Tame, Australia, 3:09.637.
3 Tomicevic/Torubarov, Srbija, 3:09.857.
5km: K1M: 1 K Wallace, Australia, 20:12.981. 2 M Hoff, Deutschland, 20:14.004.
3 C Carre, France, 20:14.562. 9 E Rutherford, GB, 21:11,098.
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Sprint

All six British golds by paracanoe women

ICF

The French women’s C1s take 2nd place.

In the women’s kayak final Ursa Kragelj missed gate 20 and top
ranked Emilie Fer also picked up a 50. Corinna Kuhnle had the fastest
run of the class but with a couple of touches. Stepanka Hilgertova had
three touches. Katerina Kudejova lost time at gate 19 and others were
not as fast as they needed to be. The penultimate run was by Lu Li, the
second fastest time of her final and a single touch. This left only Jennifer
Fox to beat her and this she failed to do, being clean but over 2 seconds
adrift on time, having to settle for the bronze. Thus, this was a historic
gold, the first ever for China in this class at world level. Li, who was
ranked 103 in the world, had produced a sound performance not only
in the final but had also had the second best result in the semi final. All
the established Europeans had been upstaged and Chinese competitors
now need to be taken seriously.
There were three clean runs in the C2 final. Bozic/Taljet posted the
fastest time to take the win while Picco/Biso were too slow. The other
was Karlovsky/Jane who had a problem at Big Ben, seemingly with
a spraydeck. They pulled out and fixed it, losing enough time to drop
them to the bottom of the table, but they completed the course without
penalties, to the appreciation of the crowd. Just above them, with three
touches, were Davies/Lister. Favourites Florence/Hounslow had the
fastest C2 run of the whole event but a couple of touches pushed them
down to 5th place.
The team events were to be rather special. The British men’s kayaks,
Hounslow, Clarke and Brady, were clean in a fast time for a win. The
5th place was taken by the Polish team of brothers Mateusz, Rafal and
Grzegorz Polaczyk.
The British women’s C1 team of Mallory, Royle and Gibson picked
up 20 penalties but were 10 seconds faster than China, who had 12
penalties. The only other team were France, who missed a gate, leaving
Britain on top again. The men’s C1 team of Florence, Quinn and
Westley seemed a likely crew and succeeded in taking the gold but by a
mere 0.08 second from the Slovaks, both teams being clear.
Pennie, Latham and Franklin, as the British women’s kayak team, were
fastest in their class and also the cleanest with three touches, taking a
comfortable win from the French, placed next.
The biggest win came for Florence/Hounslow, Davies/Lister and
Burgess/Pitt in C2, in which there were only two starters. The Czechs
were 5 seconds faster but missed a couple of gates, giving the British
boats an incredible 97 second win.
The team entries had been limited and the British had the advantage
of home water but no country has ever won all five team events on
one weekend at this level of slalom (plus both C1 singles categories).
Congratulations are due to all concerned for a stunning performance.
They have set the bar very high for next year’s world championships on
the course.

Rebeka Simon takes silver

U23/Junior World Championships
Many of the world’s best young paddlers began their journey to the
top of the sport as the world championships got underway in bright yet
breezy conditions.
62 races across 10 categories were contested on the first day of action
as the famous Szeged course, the home of Hungarian sprint, again
provided a truly world class setting for spectators and competitors alike.
With the possibility of qualifying for the finals, the action was fast and
furious. First to reach the finals was the K4 junior women’s crew from
Poland. However, the most eagerly anticipated performer of the day was
Hungary’s Bence Dombvari.
The talented 21 year old has a big following in Hungary and
announced himself on the senior international stage earlier this year
by convincingly winning the K1 men’s 500m in Milan, Italy, at the first
World Cup of the season.
Today, Dombvari again delivered, cruising through his heat and
subsequent semi final comfortably.
Talking after the semi finals, he said ‘I am happy with my race; the
goal was to paddle sub 3:30. I did 3:28:35 so that’s satisfying.
‘Today was really hard because we had a tailwind and not everyone
likes it. We are actually paddling faster; we need to use a different
technique. It’s tricky. It is the first time I experience this in Szeged or in
Hungary. We did not have these conditions for our national trials.
‘I hope for the final we won’t have this kind of wind. I like
the headwind better because it helps breathing and I find it more
motivating; we’re cooler and have more oxygen.’
Only two other competitors bettered the Hungarian’s time ahead
of Saturday’s final. They were Australia’s Jordan Woods, a blisteringly
quick 19 year old who stopped the clock at 3:25.53, and Spain’s Javier
Cabañín, who crossed the line in 3:27.43.
Acutely aware of his competition, Dombvari said ‘My main opponent
here is the Australian, Jordan Wood. He is two years younger than me
and he now trains with Anders Gustafsson, no need to say who he is… I
really hope I can beat him in the final.’
Referring to a troubled preparation coming into his home event,
Dombvari said ‘I have been sick for one month and started training
again mid June only. My goal for the season is to give 100%, meaning
win here and go to Moscow for the world championships to do
something good but these championships are more than a repetition
because paddling at home for Hungarians is something very special. We
love our sport, we love our country and we want to please our fan clubs,
our supporters, and to make our sport more famous and popular.’
Elsewhere, Fabian Dittrich looked to continue his rise to prominence
in the C1 men’ 1,000m and improve on his 5th place at the junior
European championships in France earlier this year.
‘I had a pretty good day. My semi final was good. I am satisfied to
have a good lane for the final,’ said the young German.
‘My main goal here is to stay in the world top five after finishing 5th
in the Europeans last week in Brandenburg. I’m in my second junior
year but this is my first junior world championships.
As with many of the young athletes, Dittrich is confident in his
own abilities but also aware of what he needs to improve. ‘The boats in
front of me are not that far away. I need to work on my start and to get
stronger.’
The Romanian Leonid Valentin Carp was the fastest qualifier and, as
such, took the favoured lane six in Saturday’s C1 junior men’s 1,000m
final.
With 10 categories reaching the finals, China and Belgium were the
two standout nations amongst usual suspects.
Rebeka Simon (GBR) and Anna Kárász (HUN) were two paddlers
who took full advantage of the tailwind as the second day of action
drew to a close.
The world’s best young paddlers continued to stop the clock with
impressively quick times as seven of the 17 categories contested reached
their final stage after the day’s tight semi finals.
‘Quick conditions, quick times. I beat my personal best by two
seconds today,’ said Simon (K1W junior 500m) after her semi final
victory.
The Hungarian born Brit was looking to overshadow the talented
Emma Jørgensen in Sunday’s final. Jørgensen was the standout
performer at last year’s world championships, winning the K1 junior
women’s 200m and 500m distances; she was also the second quickest
qualifier in today’s K1 junior women’s 500m.
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‘She’s the defending world champion and she beat me in the junior
Europeans in June,’ said Simon about the Dane. ‘I am getting closer to
her this year; she used to be three seconds ahead of me and now it’s less
than a second.’
Despite highlighting Jørgensen, the 18 year old knows that, out on
the water, she is the only one responsible for her performance. ‘To be
honest, I don’t really like looking at everyone else. Even if I may have
impressed them today, the key to winning the gold will be to not get
distracted, focus on what I can do the best in my lane because I can’t
change what they could do.’
As with every racer, Simon favours certain competition conditions.
However, experience continues to educate the youngster who admitted
crying before last season’s junior world championship final when faced
with her previously feared tailwind.
‘I used to prefer headwinds but I found out most competitions have
a tailwind so I had to come to like it. Last year in Canada for the junior
worlds it was a tailwind and I ended up getting a silver medal so it just
shows that you can. In a tailwind you need to increase the stroke rate; in
a front wind you need to increase the power.’
As with many of the up and coming superstars in Szeged, Simon
would also go to the senior world championships in Russia.
‘This season my goal here is to do a new personal best. I am not
aiming at a particular position or medal. Then I will go to Moscow and
participate in the K1 1,000m to get some experience for next year. I’ll
be training for that after this competition but my main goal is this world
championship.’
Another fast qualifier was the more senior Kárász (K1W U23
500m). As part of one of the world’s strongest sprint nations the U23
competition provides Kárász a great opportunity to shine with many of
her superstar compatriots that normally accompany her to senior events
ineligible to compete.
‘These world championships are important; it’s always a special feeling
to race at home. I like Szeged very much.’
However, despite reaching the final, Kárász had not had the best run
in to her home event.
‘I have had a sore throat since Monday and it’s only getting slightly
better now. It has been a while I haven’t pushed at 100% so it was
hard this morning and I feel tired but I have the fastest time and I can
recover until Sunday’s final, so I am still aiming at the gold medal.’
With home support and the fastest qualifying time in the bag you
could forgive Kárász for beginning to feel the pressure. However, her
defiant response to such a thought underlines her confidence.
‘I feel no pressure; being in this position actually makes me calm.’
It is clear that Kárász is another in a long line of world class athletes
to come through the Hungarian youth development programme and,
although Sunday would provide a welcome opportunity of further
adding to her swelling medal cabinet, she has loftier ambitions.
‘My main goal of the season is the world champs in Moscow. In the
Europeans we won the K4 500m and we finished 2nd in the K2 200m
so I will go there with ambitions.’
In the other semi finals the fastest qualifiers were shared between
nations with each stage providing gradually closer competition as the
event moved towards the finals.
Poland and Hungary proved to be the dominant nations, winning five
medals each as the action unfolded on the first day of finals.
The hosts impressed with three gold, a silver and a bronze as the vocal
crowd spilled out of the imposing grandstand to line the banks and
inspire their heroes to podium success.
Jonatán Dániel Hajdu was the first Hungarian to deliver, comfortably
winning the C1 men’s junior 1,000m final. Bence Dombvári followed
his compatriot’s lead and secured the K1 men’s U23 1,000m world title.
Later, the K2 men’s U23 1,000m partnership of Tibor Hufnágel
and Benjamin Ceiner won Hungary’s third gold, finishing off a superb
morning for the hosts.
However, it was the Polish kayak quartet of Justyna Iskrzycka, Paulina
Paszek, Anna Pulawska and Kataryna Kolodziejczyk that were the
first to experience victory; edging out Russia and Hungary in the K4
women’s junior 500m final, they duly celebrated with an ear piercing
shriek that confirmed their success as they coasted beyond the finish
line.
This victory seemed to act as a catalyst for the rest of the team
and was swiftly followed with a silver medal from their more senior
counterparts in the K4 women’s U23 500m.
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The success continued in the men’s events with the C2 juniors
Aleksander Kitewski and Marcel Holdak winning, followed by two
bronze medals in the K1 men’s U23 and the C2 men’s U23, all over the
1,000m distance.
Delighted with his team’s progress, Maciej Juhnke, the team leader
of Poland, said ‘This is a great day for us. These five medals show how
much our performance has improved since last year in Welland. Today
the K4 women juniors were in good shape and their gold medal on
500m motivated the whole team.
‘With a silver medal, too, in K4 women’s U23 500m, we have a lot of
potential for the future. This is looking good for the Olympics Games. It
might be too early for this generation to shine in Río but they will be
ready for Tokyo in 2020.
‘Our C2 junior men’s duo has been performing well this year with
two silver medals in the junior Europeans last month on 500m and
1,000m. They came here well prepared and managed to reach one step
higher. Now some of the U23 athletes are going to focus on Moscow,
two girls from the K4, our bronze medallist on K1 1,000m, Rafal
Rosolski, and the C2 men.’
Drama unfolded in the K1 men’s junior 1,000m when the
comfortable leader at the 750 metre mark, Tomas Vesely (CZE),
unexpectedly capsized, leaving the door open for Peter Artuur to collect
Belgium’s first U23 world championship gold.
Denmark’s Morten Graversen took silver and Pelayo Roza from Spain
the bronze.
It was another close call for the Czech Republic in the K2 men’s
junior 1,000m; they were edged into 2nd spot by the slimmest of
margins by the German duo, Max Lemke and Marc Poth.
However, Martin Fuksa managed to secure a gold for the central
Europeans in a thrilling C1 men’s U23 1,000m.
‘I feel great after winning this gold. This was my race today. The start
was really hard but I managed to finish quite strong and get what I
came here for, the world championships title,’ said the young Czech.
‘I am now going to Moscow in C1 men’s 1,000m and 500m. I
want at least one medal there. I need to train more, more, even more.
I still have a big margin for improvement; I need to work on strength,
endurance and a better technique.’
Russia were dominant in the C2 men’s U23 1,000m final as Alexey
Korovashkov and Ilya Pervukhin outclassed the rest, winning by a clear
margin over the Ukrainian and Polish boats.
‘We realized yesterday, after the semi final, that we could do
something here. Today we aimed at gold or silver. We have been

working together for seven years now; we know each other very well.
All this work paid up today,’ said Pervukhin.
‘Now we are going to focus on the senior world championships at
home in Moscow. Alexey (Korovashkov) will compete on the C2 200m.
I will race in the C4 1,000m. Together we have big hopes for the future
but we need to continue working together.’
Equally united as a team were the Chinese K4 women’s U23 500m
gold medallists, which is surprising as they had only trained three times
together prior to this event.
Coached by double Olympic medallist Martin Marinov, the Chinese
quartet showed remarkable resolve to produce the race of their lives.
Talking after their victory, Wenjun Ren was clearly delighted at
gaining her first world title and was keen to credit Marinov for their
performance.
‘We feel blessed and excited. The gold medal is what we wanted. We
tried to focus more on the effectiveness and power of each stroke and
not the stroke rate. We believe we won the race in the second half. Now
we will prepare for Moscow and will aim to step on the podium. We
don’t know yet which athletes the boat will be made up of. We owe our
improvements to our new coach, Marinov.’
This is the second spell in charge for Marinov, who shared his
optimism about the nation’s paddling future at the finish line.
‘There is a lot of material, athletes, rocks to be turned into diamonds,
lots of quality athletes that we can choose from to then work on their
technique and mentality. This gold medal in K4 is important to step up;
we didn’t focus on this competition particularly.
‘We’re looking at next Olympic Games. Right now we are three
weeks from the world championships and we still don’t know what
the K4 will be made up of. Everything we are doing right now is a
preparation for Río 2016.
‘Currently we are a little bit behind but we are trying to catch up. At
the top level you’ve got Hungarians, Germans, Russians, Belarus, British,
but we’re in the right direction. The keyword to go further is self belief.’
With a flurry of medals across both slalom and sprint this season
China is certainly beginning to believe.
New World Champions continued to be crowned on a busy final day
of action.
Hungary secured a further six medals in the morning, whilst last
year’s double world champion, Emma Jørgensen, added further to her
growing collection by winning the K1 junior women’s 200m.
Surprised at the finish line, Jørgensen struggled to summarize yet
another outstanding performance. ‘I have no words to describe how
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achieved, describing it as amazing.
Referring to her victory in the K1 junior women’s 200m, she said
‘I didn’t expect to win because the other girls are good. In the middle
of the race I wasn’t sure of my position so I said to myself “It’s now or
never.”’
This approach also gave the young superstar the edge in the K1
junior women’s 500m where she managed to summon every last ounce
of energy to overhaul Rebeka Simon on the line after the pair yoyoed
between first and second for much of the final third of the race.
Despite illness coming into the championships, Kárász made light
work of her two events, deploying her vast competition experience
to devastating effect to win the K1 women’s U23 200m and 500m
convincingly.
It’s clear that the talented youngster is being pushed by those around
her, including the multiple Olympic medallist Danuta Kozak, who is
ahead of Kárász in the hugely competitive Hungarian national team.
‘I expected to win here. I thought if, at home, I can be second to
Danuta in the K1 boat this [the K1 500m final] won’t be a problem for
me.’
Sure enough, it wasn’t a problem, with the second of her gold medals
coming in convincing fashion as she led by a boat length throughout
the race.
Kárász’s compatriots also continued to offer the capacity crowd
something to cheer as Hungarian after Hungarian took the top step
of the podium, winning a spectacular seven times to add to their three
from Saturday’s finals.
One of these was Olympian Miklós Dudás, who won the K1 men’s
U23 200m. ‘I am happy to win this gold medal in K1 because we did
not succeed in the K2 final today. We did a mistake, my leg slipped, we
lost balance and we finished 4th. The K1 final was a perfect race and
ideal preparation for the senior world championships in Moscow in
three weeks, which are my main objective this season.’
Lithuania’s Henrikas Zustautas was triumphant in the C1 men’s 200m
after setting the world’s fastest time in the previous day’s semi final,
38.269.
‘I did not do anything special to prepare this competition. I just work
very hard at home. It was not an easy race. I decided to start the first 50
metres quite relaxed and to give it all on the last 150 metres. I will not
go to Moscow for the world championships because Evgeny Shuklin
will represent Lithuania. I will do my best to go there next year and to
Río, of course.’
Overjoyed by winning her first U23 event, the new C1 women’s
champion, Irina Andreeva (RUS) said ‘This is fantastic! I was prepared
and ready for this world championships. All the work paid up. I am
training in a canoe training camp next to Moscow, only with C1, C2,
C4 specialists.’
‘I have paddled in a kayak for three years and I kept asking my coach
why women could not do canoe so the day canoe women was included
in the programme of the world championships I started training straight
away. It has been four years now. I am only 19 years old now. I still have
three more years in U23 so I have time to become even better. This year
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I am very excited because I am born in Moscow and I will compete at
the world championships at home in the C1 200m.’
Russia had been exceptionally successful at the championships,
winning 15 medals. Evgenii Lukantsov, who won the K2 men’s U23
200m with Mikhail Tamonov, talked about the difficulties of breaking
into the highly competitive Russian senior team.
‘We know there is a lot of competition for places in Russia in the K2
200m but training and competing with people like Postrigay helps us
grow and improve and will help us beat them one day. The ultimate goal
is the Olympic medal but before that I will race in Moscow next month
in the K1 200m relay.’
Three boats dominated proceedings in the K4 junior men’s 1,000m
final but it was a late surge from Spain that overhauled Russia, who led
up to the 750 metre mark, to claim victory. Australia collected bronze.
Ramón Lecumberri (ESP), a member of the winning quartet,
commented, ‘We had a great race today. We knew the Russians were
really strong and they were in front of us the whole race but we
managed to progressively accelerate and we had enough in us to finish
first. The last medal for Spain in K4 was four years ago so it is good to
win again. Now we’re going to celebrate here in Szeged.
Following their compatriots’ lead, the Spanish U23 men’s K4 team
also took gold. ‘It was inspiring to see the junior K4 win the gold earlier
today; we told ourselves we cannot do less. We’ve trained together only
for one month and a half so that’s quite a performance really.’
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200m: K1WU23: 1 A Kárász, Magyarorzág, 40.345. 2 N Podolskaya, Rossija, 40.681.
3 J Vasconcelos, Portugal, 41.149. 14 E Lewis, GB.
K1MJ: 1 B Nádas, Magyarorzág, 35.674. 2 R Akmens, Latvija, 35.682.
3 M Lemke, Deutschland, 36.090.
C1MJ: 1 J Hajdu, Magyarorzág, 40.449. 2 S Tamovskyi, Moldova, 40.525.
3 V Korobov, Lietuva, 41.437.
C1MU23: 1 H Zustautas, Lietuva, 38.787. 2 A Kraitor, Rossija, 38.999.
3 Z Nadiradze, Sakartvelo, 39.567. 16 C Calvert, GB.
K2MJ: 1 Balaska/Birkás, Magyarorzág, 32.728. 2 Gusev/Blintsov, Rossija, 33.120.
3 Gómez/Noval, España, 33.616. 14 Childerstone/Bird, GB.
K2MU23: 1 Lukantsov/Tamonov, Rossija, 31.754. 2 Jonkisz/Putto, Polska, 31.906.
3 Karabuta/Trunov, Ukraina, 32.014. 15 Lambert/Gaul, GB.
500m: K1WJ: 1 E Jørgensen, Danmark, 1:56.684. 2 R Simon, GB, 1:57.044.
3 J Fritz, Deutschland, 1:59.924.
K1WU23: 1 A Kárász, Magyarorzág, 1:54.035. 2 W Ren, Zhongguo, 1:55.231.
3 A Burnett, Australia, 1:55.959. 9 P Ayres, GB, 2:00.299.
K2WJ: 1 Iskrzycka/Pulawska, Polska, 1:47.686. 2 Lucz/Sólyom, Magyarorzág, 1:48.434.
3 Klatenberger/Ananchenko, Kazakhstan, 1:48.510. 9 Kerr/Ricketts, GB, 1:53.602.
K4WU23: 1 Zhongguo, 1:32.572. 2 Polska, 1:32.896. 3 Rossija, 1:33.100.
1km: K2MJ: 1 Lemke/Poth, Deutschland, 3:16.115. 2 Zavrel/Skladal, Ceská, 3:16.411.
3 Gusev/Blintsov, Rossija, 3:16.631. 8 Kirschstein-Smith/Haws, GB, 3:21.599.
K2MU23: 1 Ceiner/Hufnágel, Magyarorzág, 3:10.259. 2 Boltic/Torubarov, Srbija, 3:11.651.
3 Stroinski/Reuschenbach, Deutschland, 3:11.719. 9 Johnson/Bowley, GB, 3:20.635.
K4MJ: 1 España, 3:00.777. 2 Rossija, 3:01.045. 3 Australia, 3:02.877. 6 GB, 3:07.749.

Two different British women’s K2 gold crews
Szeged Regatta
Hungary showed their paddling power with eight medals from 10
races as the first batch of finals concluded at the World Cup in Szeged,
Hungary.
Germany also impressed with six medals; Max Hoff (K1 men
1,000m) and Sebastian Brendel (C1 men’s 1,000m) each made it a trio
of victories from this season’s three World Cups.
Australia’s Murray Stewart managed to collect two medals from the
morning’s action. The 27 year old led the K1 men’s 1,000m race at
the midway point but was edged out over the final third with a late
burst of speed from Hoff proving decisive. Stewart held onto silver and
compatriot Kenny Wallace picked up bronze.
Brendel collected his third consecutive C1 men’s 1,000m World Cup
title by outsprinting local hero Attila Vajda.
Later, Stewart joined forces with his countrymen (David Smith, Jacob
Clear, Tate Smith) in the K4 men’s 1,000m; the London 2012 Olympic
gold winning quartet looked comfortable and secured gold ahead of
their Hungarian rivals. Serbia picked up the bronze.
‘To come out and pull that sort of race off just goes to show how we
can race when things come together,’ K4 captain Tate Smith said.
Clear was equally pleased. ‘I think we really nailed our race plan and
kept our composure and that gave us a really nice middle section and
then we had some guts at the end,’ he said.
Stewart admitted he was feeling it prior to the K4 final. ‘They [arms]
were stinging a bit but we train for that. Once I got in the four I didn’t
really think about that,’ Stewart said.
Danuta Kozák (HUN), the Olympic K1 women’s 500m champion,
added another gold to her collection in the first A final of the day.
Greeted by a wall of sound from the packed grandstand as she
approached the finish line, the local favourite sped to victory ahead of
Yvonne Schuring (AUT) and Teresa Portela (POR).
Great Britain secured victory in the K2 women’s 500m. After
qualifying two teams for the final it was the partnership of Lani Belcher
and Rachel Cawthorn than managed to secure gold ahead of crews
from Poland and Germany.
The pair competed well in their opening World Cup of the season in
Racice a week earlier, winning three medals between them, and today
showed fine attacking form by leading the final from start to finish.
‘We just changed our mindsets a little bit and really hit the start,’ said
London Olympian Cawthorn, who took the K2 200 silver medal with
Belcher the previous weekend.
‘We had confidence from winning the silver in the 200 last week, that
we know we have to speed and both of our good endurance paddlers so
we decided to go out to try and win the final today.
‘We are pretty excited about winning gold.’
France had a successful morning in the team events, taking gold in
the K2 men’s 1,000m and the C4 men’s 1,000m.

S we d e n , R u s s i a ,
China, Lithuania and
Italy also each picked
up medals.
In the paracanoe
finals Hungary secured
three more medals but
it was Austrian world
champion Markus
Swoboda that stole the
show by showing his
versatility, switching
from kayak to va-a and
still managing to secure
gold.
I t a l y ’s Ve r o n i k a
Yoko Plebani and the
U k r a i n e ’s N a t a l i a
Lagutenko will be pleased with their efforts, outsprinting double K1
200 m LTA world champion Christine Gauthier (CAN) to secure K1
women’s 200m TA gold and silver respectively.
Gauthier collected bronze paddling in above her classification.
Romanian Iulian Serban and Alexandra Dupik (RUS) won their
respective events.
Max Hoff and Sebastian Brendel each completed the World Cup
series with a 100% record in their respective events as the action
concluded in Szeged on Sunday 25th May.
Hoff dominated the K1 men’s 1,000m and Brendel was equally
impressive over the C1 men’s 1,000m. Brendel also added the C1 men’s
500m and 5,000m golds to his name, outsprinting longtime adversary,
Mark Oldershaw (CAN) in both.
Ronald Rauhe and Tom Liebscher (GER) equalled their compatriot’s
golden standard by making it three from three in the K2 men’s 200m
and Germany’s K4 500m women’s team took their second gold of the
2014 campaign.
Hungary continued to prove their paddling power with a series of
victories in front of a partisan crowd over the final World Cup of the
season.
Top of the bill was Danuta Kozák; the double Olympic champion
added a further two medals to her tally, winning the K1 women’s 500m
and teaming up with Ninetta Vad, Gabriella Szabó and Anna Kárász to
reach the top step of the podium in the K4 women’s 500m.
Miklós Dudás (K1 men’s 200m) and Zsanett Lakatos (C1 women’s
200m) also took individual medals for the host nation and the duos of
Róbert Mike and Henrik Vasbányai (C2 men’s 1,000m) plus Flóra Nagy
and Ramóna Farkasdi (K2 women’s 1,000m) collected gold in their
respective events.
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I feel. I did not expect the gold at all today. The girls in the final had
some really fast times in the semi final yesterday and I was not the
favourite. I guess in the 200m you just need to stay focused on your
technique.’
The level headed Dane would now be favourite in her preferred K1
1,000m event to be is contested later that afternoon.
However, star of the show so far was Jonatán Dániel Hajdu. The
18 year old from Budapest added the C1 junior men’s 200m title to
the previous day’s haul of gold and silver from the C1 and C2 junior
1,000m.
Suitably pleased with his efforts, the rising star said ‘I had many races
but it all went well. I feel very tired; my legs were painful after the C2
1,000m final yesterday.
‘Last night I watched the video of my semi final and this morning I
got up early to be physiologically ready for the final.’
It’s clear that he has aspirations of following other Hungarian C1
greats. Hajdu continued ‘Now my goal is to have the same level of
performance in the U23 category.’
Fellow Hungarian Bence Nádas also experienced success in a close
K1 junior men’s 200m final that went to a photo finish.
‘That was a spectacular race. I had a bad start and in the 200m it often
means the race is over but I managed to finish hard. I think I won the
race on the finish line by shooting the boat forward. It was difficult to
wait to know who won, it was so tight! I stayed with my coach, a bit
confused until he told me I won. I am so happy.’
Edged into the silver position was the super fast Roberts Akmens
(LAT). Bronze went to Max Lemke, who stepped on the podium for
the second time in two days after winning the K2 junior 1,000m.
Canada secured their first gold of the championships in their stella
event, the C1 women’s 200m.
Ecstatic with her first world title, junior Katharine Vincent said ‘At
the start I felt excited, relaxed and confident, even if you’re always a bit
nervous in these situations. I had a very bad first couple of strokes. I
knew I had some catching up to do. I started gaining some momentum
and saw I was coming back just in time to shoot my boat up the finish
line although I had no idea of where I was.’
With an eye on future targets, the 18 year old continued ‘The fact
that C1 women will be in the [Olympic] Games soon definitely opens a
door. I am happy to see that for now I am at the level that it takes. This
is my last junior year; next year I will race in U23. I need to stay focused
and continue practising hard.’
In the first team final of the morning’s action, new K2 men’s junior
champion Balázs Birkás was suitably proud of his near perfect start with
team mate Márk Balaska.
‘I think we won the race at the start. We were half a boat ahead of the
others and we managed to keep this lead until the finish line. I did not
know we had such a sprint speed and we had what it took to get the
gold medal so it’s a great feeling. This is my second junior world medal
after last year in the K1 200m. I didn’t race the K1 this year because I
recently hurt my back and couldn’t train as much as I wanted.
‘We have been paddling together in the K2 since 2012. We took

a break with the K2 last year but
we are now heading into the U23
category and we want to be world
champions as well. It’s going to take
a lot of training but now we feel
good physically so it should not be
any problem.’
In the final event of the morning
Russia stor med to victor y as
Mikhail Tamonov and Evgenii
Lukantsov crossed the line with a
clear margin to win the K2 men’s
U23 200m.
Emma Jørgensen and Anna
Kárász each won two gold medals
in the K1 200m and 500m in their
respective age categories on the final
day of action.
This was the second occasion that
Jørgensen had managed to dominate
the podium in the junior age group
after achieving the same feat just 12
months earlier in Welland, Canada.
Now a quadruple junior world
champion, the 18 year old Dane was
emotional about what she had just
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Murray Stewart also shone during the weekend of action, stepping
onto the podium twice. He gained silver in the K1 men’s 1,000m and
later joined forces with his countrymen (David Smith, Jacob Clear,
Tate Smith) in the K4 men’s 1,000m; the quartet looked comfortable
and secured gold ahead of their Hungarian rivals. Serbia picked up the
bronze.
Brits Rachel Cawthorn, Jess Walker, Angela Hannah and Lani Belcher
also all picked up two medals; Cawthorn won with partner Belcher in
the K2 women’s 500m and took bronze in the K4 women’s 500m with
Hannah, Walker and Louisa Sawers. Belcher won her second gold in the
K1 women’s 5,000m.
Walker and Hannah went on to win the K2 women’s 200m by 0.282
seconds over Slovakians Ivana Kmetová and Martina Kohlová.
‘It’s a really great feeling to win gold,’ said delighted Hannah
afterwards. ‘After our winter’s training it’s always felt like we have been
able to do it so it’s great to actually get it out in a race.
‘These last two weekends have been about seeing where we are in
our crew boats and also learning about racing.
‘We have really been putting ourselves under pressure and, when we
were tired, pulling ourselves back up again to race in another event but
we all have a lot of determination, especially knowing that we are not
going to get another opportunity to race these people again until the
Europeans in July.’
Markus Swoboda returned to win his favoured K1 men’s 200m
paracanoe TA event the day after demonstrating his versatility by
winning the V1 men’s 200m paracanoe TA.
René Holten Poulsen (DEN) succeeded in the K1 men’s 500m,
outgunning a world class collection of finalists; leading from the off he
managed to hold onto his advantage. Bulgaria’s Miroslav Kirchev took
the silver.
The race also provided Adam Van Koeverden (CAN) a welcome

bronze after a return to serious competitive action following a rest in
2013.
Miklós Dudás managed to secure the K1 men’s 200m dash with
Poland’s Karolina Naja equalling his achievement in the women’s
equivalent.
This brought an end to the 2014 World Cup.
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200m: K1W: 1 K Naja, Polska, 40.663. 2 I Klinova, Kazakhstan, 40.825.
3 M Walczykiewicz, Polska, 40.867. 17 H Brown, GB, 42.990.
K1M: 1 M Dudás, Magyarország, 34.957. 2 M De Jonge, Canada, 35.125.
3 P Menning, Sverige, 35.329. 18 K Reeves, GB, 36.206.
C1M: 1 A Korovashkov, Rossija, 39.983. 2 J Shuklin, Lietuva, 40.115.
3 N Sakamoto, Nippon, 40.625.
K2W: 1 Hannah/Walker, GB, 38.343. 2 Kmetová/Kohlová, Slovensko, 38.625.
3 Krukowska/Kowalczyk, Polska, 38.865.
K2M: 1 Rauhe/Liebscher, Deutschland, 31.774. 2 Heath/Schofield, GB, 32.236.
3 Lankas/Ramanauskas, Lietuva, 32.332.
500m: K1W: 1 D Kozák, Magyarország, 1:53.433. 2 Y Schuring, Österreich, 1:55.605.
3 T Portela, Portugal, 1:56.319. 16 L Sawers, GB, 2:03.489.
K2W: 1 Belcher/Cawthorn, GB, 1:45.464. 2 Naja/Mikolajczyk, Polska, 1:45.944.
3 Hering/Kriegerstein, Deutschland, 1:46.916. 7 Hannah/Walker, GB, 1:49.220.
K4W: 1 Magyarország, 1:32.497. 2 Deutschland, 1:33.865. 3 GB, 1:35.413.
1km: K1M: 1 M Hoff, Deutschland, 3:36.761. 2 M Stewart, Australia, 3:38.291.
3 K Wallace, Australia, 3:38.675.
K2M: 1 Hybois/Hubert, France, 3:26.615. 2 Gross/Rendschmidt, Deutschland, 3:23.651.
3 Olijnik/Nekriosius, Lietuva, 3:24.029. 9 Boyton/Rutherford, GB, 3:31.319.
5km: K1W: 1 L Belcher, GB, 22:22.671. 2 L Sawers, GB, 22:23.535.
3 F Nagy, Magyarország, 22:23.601.
K1M: 1 D Dal Bo, Argentina, 20:28.748. 2 M Tomicevic, Srbija, 20:37.562.
3 R Holten Poulsen, Danmark, 20:44.252. 6 E Rutherford, GB, 20:48.560.

Club racers perform better
National Regatta
The major benefit of holding the senior national championships in
April rather than in the autumn is that the top racers attend and the
national champion is likely to be the fastest in the country if all goes to
form. In the past the title has too often gone to the fastest person who
has happened to turn up, often someone well down the rankings and
maybe not even from the top division.
This year the turnout was good and the event ran smoothly,

efficiently and to time. Gone are the days of repeated false starts and
warnings. The disadvantage was the weather, cold and often overcast. A
headwind which favoured the lower numbered lanes of the Nottingham
course veered overnight to favour the other side of the course on
Sunday. Refurbishment work in the centre buildings was an additional
inconvenience.
The men’s K1 1km final for the Farnham Cup saw Boyton and
Johnson lead off the start but Wycherley had pulled through by the

Rees-Clark/Ward, Collins/Brown and Sawers/Simon over 1km.
Heath/Schofield lead the men’s K2 200m final.

Men’s K4 1km final.

The women’s K2 200m final.

Boyton/Rutherford, Bowley/Johnson and Pendle/Daniels over 1km.

Walker/Hannah and Belcher/Cawthorn in women’s K2 200m.

Styan, Jeffries, Weir and Aliev in the C1 500m final.

Heath/Schofield lead Egan/Dobrovolskis over 200m in K2.
Styan, Weir and Aliev in C1 1km.
The men’s K1 200m final.
Marcinkowski/Ponomarenkow and Phillips/Meikle-Briggs in 500m.

Ponomarenkow/Budrikis and Phillips/Meikle-Briggs in C2 1km.

Belcher leads the women’s K1 1km.

Cawthorn takes the women’s K1 200m final.

The women’s K4 500m final.

Jefferies, Weir and Calvert finish the C1 200m.

Jeffries/Santos Costa lead the C2 200m.

The men’s K1 500m final.
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middle of the race to take a 3 second win from Watkins, one of the two
Irishmen in this final.
The first two of the three boats in the corresponding C2 race were
from Richmond, Ponomarenkow/Budrikis leading all the way to take
an 8 second win from Phillips/Meikle-Briggs. Incidentally, foreign
languages are being heard increasingly even at home regattas.
The women’s K1 500m final also included two Irish competitors but
they had a harder time of it than their men. Belcher took up the pace
but it was Walker who took the Bruce Lucas Trophy from Cawthorn by
under a second.
Heath took the men’s K1 200m final from McKeever by just over a
second in a tight race, the only race of the weekend to be won in under
40 seconds. Paddleability competitors were a touch slower in their races,
perhaps not helped in their veteran 200m final by one of the tunes
issuing from a piper in the Scottish tent, Will ye no’ come back again?
Boyton/Rutherford led the first half of the men’s K2 1km final from
Bowley/Johnson and Pendle/Daniels but the latter crew came past these
two Olympic Racing Squad boats to take the win by a whisper.
The women’s K2 500m final on Sunday was led by Walker/Hannah
but Belcher/Cawthorn pushed them hard all the way, the other crews
well back.
Styon led the C1 500m final with Weir and Aliev hard on his tail, a
second separating the three.
The Elite men’s K2 200m final saw a very fast start from Irish pair
Egan/Dobrovolskis but they faded and Heath/Schofield took a 4
second win in this three boat race.
Marcinkowski/Ponomarenkow had a clear lead in the C2 500m final
but Phillips/Meikle-Briggs held it to a 2 second gap in the two boat
race. The women’s K4 race for the Boulogne Cup was between the
Olympic Racing Squad crews, the remaining mixed crews being 10
seconds off the pace, a significant gap over 500m.
Terry led the men’s K1 500m final but Watkins came through in the
closing stages as he faded. Johnson was the first British boat, just over
a second behind Watkins, but Rutherford and Daniels were within
photofinish distance of him.
Cawthorn was comfortably clear of Hannah, by 4 seconds, in the
women’s K1 final over 1km, a four boat race.
The men’s K2 500m title race saw Irish crew Brennan/Fitzsimmons
lead Rutherford/Boyton all the way but it was close, less than a second
at the line.
An exceptionally close race was the women’s K2 1km final, ReesClark/Ward holding off Sawers/Simon by just 0.04 second on the line
after a late surge by the later crew just failed to close the gap.
A 4 second gap separated the leading two Olympic Racing Squad K4
crews in the 1km final but the remaining crews were well spread out.
Analysis of the results suggests that paddlers who trained at home had
done rather better than those who trained centrally, replicating what had
already been discovered in slalom, with the added benefit of spinoff for
fellow club members able to train with elite racers.
200m: K1GD: 1 K Madden, Royal, 1:01.97. 2 I Madden, Royal, 1:02.73.
3 T Farrant, Wey, 1:03.21.
K1GC: 1 L Rowe, Norwich, 58.13. 2 M Johnson, Chelmsford, 58.20.
3 N Saunders, Tonbridge, 59.09.
K1GA: 1 R Simon, Elmbridge, 51.32. 2 D Kerr, Scottish Development, 52.69.
3 E Ricketts, Anker Valley, 53.07.
K1WA - Ledenkamp Trophy: 1 R Cawthorn, Wey, 46.78. 2 R Jeffries, Olympic, 47.19.
3 L Belcher, Elmbridge, 47.34.
K1WC: 1 J Swallow, Chester, 54.51. 2 H Drane, Norwich, 56.37. 3 E Illinesi, Elmbridge, 56.65.
K1WD: 1 S Parker, Chelmsford, 1:01.66. 2 L Greehy, Falcon, 1:06.61.
3 K Kover, Elmbridge, 1:07.28.
K1WP: 1 A Dickins, GB-Para, 56.16. 2 A Dickins, GB-Para, 57.57. 3 E Wiggs, GB-Para, 1:00.09.
K1WMasA: 1 D Quittenton, Lincoln, 1:09.77. 2 K Barkway, Broadland, 1:10.39.
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C1B-D: 1 J Styan, Fladbury, 2:02.89. 2 I Weir, Banbury, 2:03.35. 3 A Aliev, Longridge, 2:03.89.
K2GD: 1 Russell/Wallace-Loizou, Chelmsford/Leaside, 2:27.34.
2 Duffield/Holden, Norwich/Fowey R, 2:29.97. 3 Tozer/Hall, Wey/Leighton Buzzard, 2:32.84.
K2GC: 1 Wong/Saunders, Richmond/Tonbridge, 2:18.77.
2 Marlow/Brookes, Anker Valley, 2:25.84. 3 Barnicoat/Dale, Falcon, 2:28.32.
K2WA: 1 Walker/Hannah, Olympic, 1:51.06. 2 Belcher/Cawthorn, Olympic, 1:51.91.
3 Mason/Burkill, Olympic, 1:57.88.
K2WD: 1 Parker/Johnson, Chelmsford, 2:21.55. 2 Wells/Barnard, Lincoln, 2:46.46.
K2BD: 1 Lucas/McMurtie, Addlestone, 2:11.84. 2 Webb/Wells, Richmond, 2:13.47.
3 Drane/Kirkham, Norwich, 2:15.80.
K2BC: 1 O’Connor/Neil, Salmon Leap, 1:58.62. 2 White/Strong, Chelmsford, 2:00.73.
3 Morris/Herbert, Falcon, 2:02.27.
K2BB: 1 Littlewood/Thomson, Nottingham/Ealing, 1:54.83. 2 Russell/Johnson, Chelmsford,
1:56.06. 3 Smith/Smith, Leighton Buzzard/Royal Leamington Spa, 1:59.36.
K2BA: 1 Williams/English, National Talent, 1:49.72.
2 Haws/Kirschstein, National Talent, 1:50.84. 3 Gregory/Harding, National Talent, 1:51.14.
K2MA: 1 Brennan/Fitzsimons, Salmon Leap/Celbridge, 1:47.70.
2 Rutherford/Boyton, Olympic, 1:48.63. 3 Daniels/Jones, Longridge, 1:53.96.
K2MB: 1 Sharpe/Irvine, Richmond, 1:54.89. 2 Mitchell/Yates, Wey, 1:55.68.
3 Wilkes/Stanway, Chelmsford, 1:58.71.
K2MC: 1 Henley/Finch, Wiltshire Y/Devizes, 2:04.69. 2 Haws/Gorman, Wey, 2:21.64.
3 Haycock/Harper, Banbury, 2:34.21.
K2MP: 1 Hage/Jalland, Newark 4 As, 2:54.29. 2 Griffin/Sumner, Lincoln, 2:58.09.
3 Clay/Jalland, Newark 4 As, 3:05.73.
K4GD: 1 Falcon, 2:19.10. 2 Wey, 2:20.86. 3 Royal, 2:24.99.
K4WA - Boulogne Cup: 1 Olympic, 1:45.40. 2 Olympic, 1:47.97. 3 Olympic, 1:49.81.
K4BD: 1 Wey, 2:12.66. 2 Richmond, 2:13.45. 3 Royal Leamington Spa, 2:13.77.
K4MD: 1 Cardiff, 2:07.06. 2 Southampton, 2:10.56.
1km: K1GC: 1 M Johnson, Chelmsford, 5:47.21. 2 S Dyke, Wey, 5:53.55.
3 H Hicks, Norwich, 5:54.56.
K1GA: 1 E Ricketts, Elmbridge, 4:45.81. 2 D Kerr, Scottish Development, 4:50.17.
3 E Piercy, Elmbridge, 4:52.48.
K1WA: 1 R Cawthorn, Wey, 4:22.36. 2 A Hannah, Banbury, 4:26.27.
3 L Belcher, Elmbridge, 4:34.74.
K1WB: 1 L Broughton, Richmond, 4:44.63. 2 C Burkill, Longridge, 4:48.52.
3 A Ward, Elmbridge, 4:50.48.
K1WC: 1 G Browne, Royal, 5:16.77. 2 E Illinesi, Elmbridge, 5:20.66.
3 J Swallow, Chester, 5:28.86.
K1BC: 1 H Shearer, Norwich, 5:03.25. 2 M Slattery, Salmon Leap, 5:03.83.
3 R O’Connor, Salmon Leap, 5:04.05.
K1BB: 1 J Russell, Chelmsford, 4:35.69. 2 W Smithson, Royal Leamington Spa, 4:37.87.
3 M Littlewood, Nottingham, 4:38.66.
K1BA: 1 M Gregory, Longridge, 4:26.79. 2 E Haws, Wey, 4:29.53.
3 J Missen, Bradford on Avon, 4:30.90.
K1MA - Farnham Cup: 1 P Wycherley, Wey, 4:12.51. 2 B Watkins, Salmon Leap, 4:16.09.
3 J Boyton, Royal, 4:17.55.
K1MB: 1 S Hyman, Richmond, 4:35.01. 2 J Beevers, Wey, 4:36.04.
3 L Duffield, Chelmsford, 4:39.54.
K1MC: 1 C Henley, Devizes, 5:01.36. 2 J Wilshaw, Richmond, 5:15.74.
3 J Palfrey, Banbury, 5:20.14.
K1MMasB: 1 D Oliver, Lincoln, 5:04.64. 2 D O’Drisceoil, Salmon Leap, 5:13.56.
3 B Blackman, Gailey, 5:18.53.
K1MMasC: 1 S Willis, Southampton, 5:18.96. 2 D Martyn, Wey, 5:25.25.
3 G Murphy, Erne, 5:29.53.
C1B-D: 1 I Weir, Banbury, 4:47.60. 2 J Styan, Fladbury, 4:48.58. 3 A Aliev, Longridge, 5:04.62.
K2GD: 1 Russell/Wallace-Loizou, Chemsford/Leaside, 5:07.03. 2 Martyn/Thompson, Wey, 5:14.30.
3 Hield/Rose, Falcon, 5:17.33.
K2WA: 1 Rees-Clark/Ward, Olympic, 4:22.71. 2 Sawers/Simon, Olympic, 4:22.75.
3 Collins/Brown, Reading/Maidstone, 4:34.46.
K2WD: 1 Parker/Johnson, Chelmsford, 5:00.11. 2 Greehy/Bates, Falcon, 5:31.66.
K2BD: 1 Webbs/Wills, Richmond, 4:53.58. 2 Hadland/Caisley, Elmbridge/Tonbridge, 4:57.48.
3 Deville/Gannicott-Porter, Chelmsford, 5:05.35.
K2BB: 1 Russell/Johnson, Chelmsford, 4:11.18.
2 Littlewood/Thomson, Nottingham/Ealing, 4:13.23. 3 Orme/Glover, Anker Valley/Falcon, 4:19.27.
K2BA: 1 Haws/Kirschstein, National Talent, 4:01.32. 2 Gregory/Harding, National Talent, 4:03.20.
3 McMullen/Missen, National Talent, 4:07.13.
K2MA: 1 Pendle/Daniels, Norwich/Longridge, 3:45.74. 2 Boyton/Rutherford, Olympic, 3:46.00.
3 Bowley/Johnson, Olympic, 3:48.73.
K2MB: 1 Wilkes/Duffield, Chelmsford, 4:00.75. 2 Sharpe/Irvine, Richmond, 4:02.16.
3 Walsh/Cresser, Nottingham/Wear Whoppers, 4:12.26.
K2MD: 1 Kirkham/Pendle, Norwich. 2 Devonald/Moore, Cardiff. 3 Miller/Conway, Southampton.
K2MMasC: 1 Penhallurick/Elliot, Solihull, 5:19.09. 2 Dobson/Reeves, Addlestone, 5:27.37.
3 Willis/Gilbert-Jones, Southampton, 5:27.93.
K2MMasD: 1 Haycock/Harper, Banbury, 5:09.89. 2 Oliver/Oliver, Lincoln, 5:29.34.
3 Jarrett/Quittenton, Lincoln, 5:30.88.
C2B-D: 1 Ponomarenkow/Budrikis, Richmond, 5:07.70.
2 Phillips/Meikle-Briggs, Richmond, 5:15.66. 3 Shaw/Jones, Fladbury, 5:20.87.
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K4GC: 1 Falcon, 4:43.77. 2 Wey, 4:43.86. 3 Bishop’s Stortford 5:04.98.
K4BC/D: 1 Richmond, 4:33.03. 2 Wey, 4:54.09. 3 Royal Leamington Spa, 4:58.07.
K4BA: 1 National Talent, 3:35.58. 2 National Talent, 3:41.14. 3 National Talent, 3:43.93.
K4MA: 1 Olympic, 3:29.58. 2 Olympic, 3:33.45. 3 Olympic, 3:39.91.
K4MC: 1 Wey, 4:25.99. 2 Chelmsford, 4:28.25. 3 Southampton, 4:31.38.
C4B-D: 1 Mix, 4:55.06. 2 Mix, 4:56.53.

Olympic kayak free to a good home

A cold moulded veneer double racing kayak which was used
in the Melbourne Olympics in 1952 has been offered to Paddlers
International. The hull is in good condition but the deck poor. It has
paddles and spraycovers. Our usual historians cannot store it. Contact us

Shortage of condensed milk and honey

Birkett Trophy
Winnie and his friend, Jessica, attended the Lord Birkett Trophy.
The Lord Birkett Trophy seems to be a sailing expotition where lots
of people turn up with boats on Ullswater. Some of these boats are
reasonably stable but sail only as well as the Pride of Pooh; others are
more like the Floating Bear and sail well but tend to become accidents
more often.
The boats line up across the lake, getting in each other’s way. There is
a lot of noise, firing of guns and blowing of hooters, and flags go up and
down but, unfortunately, the boats get in the way and not everyone can
see the flags and sometimes people can’t hear the hooters; when they do
hear them they are not quite sure what they mean so they sail back and
forth, asking each other what time the expotition is going to start.
Usually one or two boats turn into accidents in front of everyone, just
as the expotition starts.
(Jessica and Pooh were not quite sure what the expotition is for but
they think they might be looking for the North Pole but Pooh suspects
that, if they are, they usually set off the wrong way.)
Eventually everyone is ready and the expotition sets off with
everyone still getting in each other’s way. Sometimes there is more
noise and shouting. Pook thinks this is because they always forget their
provisions.
Somewhere on the lake it usually gets windy and many of the boats
turn into accidents. After checking one end of the lake (for the North
Pole?) the expotition turns round and comes back (without stopping to
pick up their provisions); they the check the other end of the lake.
Jessica and Pooh didn’t think they found what they were looking for
but Jessica is very proud that her boat spent longer looking than anyone
else!
Eventually everyone comes back and at last they find their provisions.
Most people seem happy, especially those who get prizes, but there are
a few who mutter darkly about Portsmouth Yardsticks. (Pooh thinks
the Portsmouth Yardstick is a bit like the North Pole but a little shorter.
Jessica isn’t so sure; she thinks it has something to do with Reynolds’
Numbers.)
Jessica and Pooh are looking forward to next year’s expotition but are
hoping the provisions will include more condensed milk and honey.

Mark Aplin

and tell us if you think you can give it a good home. It is currently in
Southampton.

Polluted Olympic course

It is claimed that Rodrigo de Freitas, the course to be used for the
2016 Olympic sprint regatta, sometimes has thousands of dead fish
floating in the saltwater lake. This is reported to be because of raw
sewage being washed in following heavy rain.

Río qualification

The first sprint qualification event for the 2016 Olympic Games will
be at Milan in 2015. The alternative will be Duisburg in May 2016.

Yardstick applied

Lakes Classic
One of the most popular meets on our calendar lived up to
expectations, providing a range of weather and sailing conditions. We
had some breezy times on Friday, some showers and much less wind/
calms on Saturday but Sunday treated us to some bright sun with nice
light breezes. Meets for many of us are as much about the social aspect,
catching up with friends old and new; the Ullswater Yacht Club venue
lends itself well to this and, with the clubhouse being busy with a yacht
club function on the Friday evening, the campsite became the focus of
OCSG social activity. There was much to celebrate with Tony and Terry
Bloor having just turned 70 years young, so cakes were the order of the
day, courtesy of Julie D, our Head of Cakes; thanks, Julie!
Saturday started rather dull and damp but we welcomed a great
turnout at the 10am gathering. In spite of the uninspiring conditions,
a large flotilla headed off down the lake (in strict buddy groups, of
course) to see if the weather was any better round the corner; it wasn’t,
well, not till later, anyway. Some paddling was needed but efforts were
rewarded with a visit to Aira Force, more for the café than the splendour
of the waterfall, though! Later in the afternoon some rescue and
capsize practice was tried by some with the water temperature being
very tolerable after such a good summer. Keith was not surprised to
confirm that his canoe is quite capable of sailing without him at the
helm or even onboard, when the sheet is cleated and the tiller fastened
off. His (intentional) man overboard drill caused a few double takes
from spectators, seeing the big black canoe sailing by itself, but as the
throwline that Keith had tied off and taken with him as he fell out of
the canoe reached its full extension he was able to slow its progress and
haul himself back to it and pull himself back in. It does point up the
important issue of both avoiding falling out of your canoe in the first
place and also having a plan to deal with it, especially in more serious
conditions and situations such as open water. Using some form of leash
or lifeline attached from canoe to person is one solution.
One of the great benefits of Ullswater Yacht Club as a venue are the
extensive and well appointed facilities. The clubhouse has nice loos
and showers as well as a good galley/café and bar but it also has a multi
purpose room often used as a classroom, extra separate dining room
or meeting room. The club were generous enough to let us use it for
our first summer AGM, after our deciding to drop the winter meet for
reasons of cost and travel convenience. The thinking that holding the
AGM at a popular sailing venue would encourage a good attendance
of active members was certainly borne out by the numbers assembled
that early evening; the nearby bar being open for business was a purely
coincidental factor... Keith took on the role of chair in Gavin M’s
absence and business was dealt with steadily, concluding by 1845 in
good time for the preordered evening meal at 1900. The minutes were
recorded by our secretary, Dave Seddon.
In the past the winter meet and AGM have provided an opportunity
to discuss many issues, both formally and informally, at more length
than is the case at most sailing meets, so Keith circulated copies of some
discussion points for those interested to chat over during the rest of the
evening. Some feedback has been received as a result of this.
On the Sunday there was plenty of interest in a bit of racing so, while
others headed off for another little cruise, this time to Pooley Bridge
and another café, a good number signed up for a couple of laps round
the buoys in sight of the beach, officiated by Hilary and Ann; thanks to
both for doing it. The racing participants used a variety of sail sizes and
crew numbers so the results table showed the corrections that attempted
to even things out.

Open Canoe Sailing Group
The fleet on Ullswater for the Lakes Classic.

R1: 1 A Pope, 30:49. 2 Stubbs/Denwood, 31:10. 3 Poskitt/Poskitt, 31:16.
R2: 1 K Morris, 34:43. 2 G Dibsdall, 34:49. 3 D Stubbs, 34:55.

CANOEIST November 2014

77

Sailing

K1WPV: 1 A Green, 1:09.92. 2 J Chippington, GB-Para, 1:10.70. 3 E Wiggs, GB-Para, 1:12.06.
K1BD: 1 H Kay, Nottingham, 52.40. 2 B Teasdale, Wear Whoppers, 54.05.
3 E Borchardt, Lincoln, 54.36.
K1BC: 1 B O’Neil, Salmon Leap, 48.85. 2 H Shearer, Norwich, 49.05. 3 C Gray, Lincoln, 51.00.
K1BA: 1 W Bird, Worcester, 45.14. 2 J Eccles, Anker Valley, 45.29. 3 E Hawes, Wey, 45.68.
K1MAE: 1 L Heath, Wey, 37.48. 2 T Brennan, Salmon Leap, 39.96. 3 M Lambert, Wey, 41.24.
K1MA - Ken & Eileen Philips Memorial Trophy: 1 L Heath, Wey, 39.03.
2 E McKeever, Bradford on Avon, 40.16. 3 K Reeves, Addlestone, 40.99.
K1MC: 1 S Taylor, Cambridge, 47.65. 2 I Staff, Falcon, 47.91. 3 R Oliver, Solihull, 48.78.
K1MD: 1 S Jones, Banbury, 50.99. 2 O Kirkham, Norwich, 54.31. 3 D Wise, Falcon, 54.58.
K1MP: 1 R Oliver, GB-Para, 44.69. 2 M Bishop, GB-Para, 45.55. 3 T Lodge, GB-Para, 46.27.
K1MMasB: 1 D Oliver, Lincoln, 50.28. 2 T Lodge, Wey, 51.59. 3 P O’Leary, Celbridge, 53.38.
K1MMasC: 1 N Reeves, Addlestone, 54.59. 2 S Willis, Southampton, 55.47.
3 A Dodson, Addlestone, 55.51.
K1MMasD: 1 P Mares, Norwich, 55.06. 2 D Ricketts, Anker Valley, 55.13.
3 J Haycock, Banbury, 56.84.
K1MPV: 1 R Oliver, GB-Para, 44.50. 2 M Bishop, GB-Para, 45.99. 3 T Lodge, GB-Para, 46.84.
C1B-D: 1 R Jeffries, Nottingham, 49.10. 2 D Bogdanovs, Falcon, 49.92.
3 I Weir, Banbury, 50.40.
K2GC: 1 Wong/Saunders, Richmond/Tonbridge, 52.11. 2 Marlow/Brookes, Anker Valley, 53.42.
3 Barnicoat/Dale, Falcon, 54.85.
K2WA: 1 Belcher/Cawthorn, Olympic, 45.87. 2 Mason/Lewis, Olympic, 48.76.
3 Collins/Brown, Reading/Maidstone, 52.83.
K2WC: 1 Ellis/Romain, Leighton Buzzard, 59.47. 2 Wells/Barnard, Lincoln, 1:05.81.
K2BC: 1 O’Connor/Slattery, Salmon Leap, 44.93. 2 Nixon/Haugh, Trentham, 46.08.
3 White/Strong, Chelmsford, 46.16.
K2BA: 1 Eccles/Bowley, Anker Valley, 44.26. 2 Littlewood/Thomson, Nottingham/Ealing, 46.32.
3 Dembele/Doughty, Leaside/Lincoln, 47.13.
K2MAE: 1 Heath/Schofield, Olympic, 34.47. 2 Egan/Dobrovolskis, Salmon Leap, 38.69.
3 Bird/Childerstone, National Talent, 38.99.
K2MA: 1 Heath/Schofield, Olympic, 35.87. 2 McKeever/Reeves, Olympic, 37.95.
3 Egan/Dobrovolski, Salmon Leap, 39.96.
K2MC: 1 Tingay/Battershell, Leighton Buzzard/Wey, 42.39.
2 Henley/Finch, Wiltshire Y/Devizes, 44.57. 3 Haws/Gorman, Wey, 46.89.
K2MP: 1 Clay/Jalland, Newark 4 As, 1:02.08. 2 Marshall/Chettle, Newark 4 As, 1:23.89.
3 Hage/Spencer, Newark 4 As, 1:29.89.
C2B-D: 1 Jeffries/Santos Costa, Nottingham, 53.30.
2 Ponomarenkow/Marcinkowski, Richmond, 54.17. 3 Phillips/Meikle-Brown, Richmond, 56.05.
500m: K1GD: 1 F Duffield, Norwich, 2:32.17. 2 K Madden, Royal, 2:32.69.
3 A Gardner, Trentham, 2:35.24.
K1GC: 1 M Johnson, Chelmsford, 2:27.27. 2 S Dyke, Wey, 2:28.73.
3 E Brockway, Scottish Development, 2:30.02.
K1GB: 1 L Lee-Smith, Norwich, 2:30.73. 2 A Redmond, Scottish Development, 2:33.27.
3 R Syme, Scottish Development, 2:35.90.
K1GA: 1 R Simon, Elmbridge, 2:24.47. 2 E Ricketts, Anker Valley, 2:28.45.
3 D Kerr, Scottish Development, 2:33.98.
K1WA - Bruce Lucas Trophy: 1 J Walker, Royal, 2:14.62. 2 R Cawthorn, Wey, 2:15.54.
3 L Belcher, Elmbridge, 2:17.92.
K1WB: 1 A Ward, Elmbridge, 2:23.08. 2 E Lewis, Worcester, 2:23.49.
3 C Burkill, Longridge, 2:26.16.
K1WC: 1 H Drane, Norwich, 2:21.83. 2 G Browne, Royal, 2:22.70. 3 J Swallow, Chester, 2:24.22.
K1WD: 1 S Parker, Chelmsford, 2:24.37. 2 K Kover, Elmbridge, 2:30.89.
3 L Greehy, Falcon, 2:41.82.
K1WMasB: 1 D Quittenton, Lincoln, 2:46.36. 2 K Barkway, Broadland, 2:58.31.
3 M Huisman, Southampton, 3:11.36.
K1BD: 1 H Kay, Nottingham, 2:13.61. 2 J Webb, Richmond, 2:15.19.
3 J McMurtie, Addlestone, 2:15.36.
K1BC: 1 R O’Connor, Salmon Leap, 2:14.30. 2 W Nixon, Trentham, 2:17.63.
3 B O’Neil, Salmon Leap, 2:18.15.
K1BB: 1 M Littlewood, Nottingham, 2:06.60. 2 I James, Scottish Development, 2:07.36.
3 W Smithson, Royal Leamington Spa, 2:08.11.
K1BA: 1 M Gregory, Longridge, 2:00.26. 2 E Haws, Wey, 2:00.75.
3 R McMullen, Elmbridge, 2:02.74.
K1MA - Unwin Bowl: 1 B Watkins, Salmon Leap, 1:52.56.
2 D Johnson, Chelmsford, 1:54.16. 3 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 1:54.28.
K1MB: 1 L Duffield, Chelmsford, 2:02.97. 2 L Fletcher, Scottish Development, 2:04.71.
3 J Beevers, Wey, 2:05.85.
K1MC: 1 C Henley, Devizes, 2:07.24. 2 S Taylor, Cambridge, 2:07.71. 3 I Staff. Falcon, 2:10.01.
K1MD: 1 S Jones, Banbury, 2:16.21. 2 O Kirkham, Norwich, 2:18.54. 3 P Carter, Royal, 2:20.90.
K1MP: 1 K Du Toit, Richmond, 2:32.16. 2 T Jalland, Newark 4 As, 2:50.76.
3 M Griffin, Lincoln, 2:56.20.
K1MMasB: 1 D Oliver, Lincoln, 2:09.55. 2 P Brookes, Anker Valley, 2:18.72.
3 J Hinves, Southampton, 2:18.92.
K1MMasC: 1 D Martyn, Wey, 2:25.28. 2 G Murphy, Erne, 2:27.75.
3 J Avery, Chelmsford, 2:33.74.
K1MMasD: 1 P Mares, Norwich, 2:32.72. 2 D Ricketts, Anker Valley, 2:33.01.
3 P Ralph, Reading, 2:42.19.

Multisport

King and Colley top the world

World Championships
What an amazing day for British quadrathlon; the BQA are extremely
grateful to Lincsquad for putting on a fantastic race, truly worthy of
world championship status! Everyone I spoke to has been blown away
by how much effort had been made by Lincsquad, along with the
support from the sponsors and the town of Brigg. Believe me, it was
a wonderful world championships; every single athlete was made to
feel special! There were so many positive comments, the atmosphere
was brilliant and everyone loved it. Great Britain couldn’t have done it
without you! Be proud, Lincsquad; you have certainly given the BQA and
British quadrathlon the best boost we have ever had!
The standard of racing was world class with strong male and female
athletes coming from the Czech Republic and Germany to defend their
titles. Team GB (BQA members) took advantage of the championships’
being on home turf and had our strongest and biggest team ever, a huge
thank you to all 36 of you racing for our GB quad team! Without your
support (your BQA memberships) we would have no BQA (governing
body) and so we wouldn’t be able to affiliate to the World Quadrathlon
Federation, who allow us to host these amazing championship races.
In true BQA style, our GB team is made up of BQA members who
are at the top of British quadrathlon but, just as important to us, it is also
made up from members who want to share their passion and spread the
word for our sport! The BQA wish to thank every single member of
the team for giving your very best and flying the flag for us; you have
put British quadrathlon back on the world map!
We’ve had some amazing results. Congratulations to Steve King and
Sharon Colley who are the 2014 world champions! We also hold a
host of age group world champions, a brilliant effort from Team GB…
Thank you all so much!

A special mention must be made of three family members who raced,
John Kavanagh (7th Vet 50) and his two twin sisters, both competing
in their first ever quadrathlon, Mary White and Margaret Huyton
coming 1st and 2nd in Vet 60 age group. It was a very special moment
when Margaret crossed the finish line; she may have been last but in
many eyes she was 1st, truly inspirational! Also Jack Garner led by Peter
Chappill, finishing his first full distance quadrathlon… another winner!
I am sure every single one of you is very pleased at what you have
achieved. I know you have all put in plenty of training, which isn’t easy
over four disciplines, especially through the colder months. Many of you
may have had moments of doubt but I hope you’re all very proud and
you can reflect on your world championships… and now bask in your
glory.
Keep moving forwards…

Jean Ashley

W: 1 S Colley, GB, 3:01:30. 2 L Hirschfelder, Deutschland, 3:04:36. 3 C Moran, GB, 3:16:15.
4 J Ashley, GB, 3:16:15. 5 S Allars, GB, 3:22:03. 8 S Joseph, GB, 3:34:45. 9 M White, GB, 3:40:23.
10 R Brister, GB, 3:45:40. 11 C Dallimore, GB, 3:46:18. 12 V Watson, GB, 4:05:02. 13 D May, GB,
4:07:00. 14 N Heaton, GB, 4:07:44. 15 J Dimaline, GB, 4:29:06. 16 M Huyton, GB, 4:46:07.
M: 1 S King, GB, 2:32:02. 2 T Stead, GB, 2:32:16. 3 L Rousavy, Ceskà. 4 A Norfolk, GB.
5 M Mason, GB. 6 S Clark, GB, 2:39:50. 9 M Stephenson, GB, 2:41:55. 10 N Unwin, GB, 2:44:05.
11 I Smith, GB, 2:45:39. 13 B Dyer, 2:59:16. 14 P Gibbs, GB, 2:59:48. 15 N Crowe, GB, 3:00:59.
16 N Dallimore, GB, 3:01:13. 17 S Gregory, GB, 3:01:45. 18 A Childs, 3:02:02.
19 S O’Quinn, GB, 3:03:30. 20 J Frary, GB, 3:04:43.
R: 1 Got What It Takes, GB, 2:42:40. 2 Macclesfield & District, GB, 2:57:18.
3 Tata 340, GB, 3:00:30.

Closest finish ever
Awesome Foursome
A food fair on the front at Bude did nothing to help competitors
trying to park and unload assorted sports equipment. Holidaymakers
were out in force.
The weather was murky, mild and muggy, the sea almost flat although
an onshore breeze did pick up a little as the afternoon wore on. The late
tide meant that slower competitors were competing not only against
each other but also against the oncoming dusk.
Inevitably, the relay teams would be faster than the individuals but the
performance of South Instow Surf Life Saving Club in the two lap 1km
swim was incredible. The leader trotted out of the water after 20:43, not
even looking puffed. Fourshore were the next to arrive, in 24:11, with
Department 26 14 seconds later, these two to be the main contenders.
South Instow’s other members were all to be slower in their disciplines
for an eventual 15th place. Fastest individual was Andrew Smith in
27:03, followed 6 seconds later by PE teacher Helen Dyke.
Cycling followed with 30km round the hills and Millook on the
Cornish cliffs to sort them out. Foreshore took 51:12 and were first
back. Nigel Unwin checked in 51:39 as an individual.
The 10km of paddling took in two loops of the Bude Canal.
Most people are now using K1s or surf skis but some had difficulty
negotiating the turn buoys, particularly the ski paddlers. Ian Smith was

timed at 45:08, a minute and a half faster than the fastest relay paddler,
in Department 26.
This left Department 26 nearly 4 minutes ahead of Fourshore with
Ian Smith another couple of minutes behind and Nigel Urwin a further
minute back, with everything to do on the run, partly along the Bude
Canal towpath, including crossing the gates of the sea lock. A family
had just started to cross from the opposite side as Department 26’s Rob
Shaw arrived and had to back off quickly. Closing fast was Fourshore’
Steve Martin. This was spotted and both runners accelerated for a first

Fourshore and Dept 26 arrive back through the holiday traffic.

South Instow complete the swim with nobody else in sight.

Sharon Colley on her way to the world champion’s title.

Norfolk took 4th place.

Organizer Simon Hammond.

Silver went to Stead.

Jean Ashley photographs

Steve King, also world champion.

Kavanagh and sisters White and Huyton
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Jean Ashley recovers.
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Nigel Unwin took 10th.

Jean Ashley about to hit the road.

Fourshore on the Bude Canal.
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Department 26 on the canal.

Ian Smith arrives at the lock for the final run along the quay.
1 Dept 26, 2:44:38. 2 Fourshore, 2:24:39. 3 I Smith, 2:48:39. 4 N Unwin, 2:50:20.
5 Teignbridge Tri’ers, 2:51:02. 6 C Hammond, 2:54:25. 7 Steve, Andy, Jack & Jim, 3:01:57.
8 J Elliott, 3:03:37. 9 Life Begins at 40, 3:04:09. 10 A Smith, 3:06:03.
11 D Pearson, 3:07:36. 12 H Dyke, 3:07:49. 13 J Durrant, 3:08:23. 14 A Parritt, 3:08:35.
15 S Instow Surf Life Saving, 3:10:04. 16 Nothing Too, 3:18:48. 17 R Jefferies, 3:19:23.
18 P Holden, 3:19:39. 19 R Breyer, 3:20:19. 20 J Kavanagh, 3:21:28.

Strong wind helps Corominas in kayak leg

Helen Dyke negotiates the turn buoy.

Rob Shaw and Steve Martin cross the lock gates.
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European Middle Distance Championships
The new quadrathlon World Cup season in Ibizia saw also the
highlight of the European middle distance championships. The island
that started quadrathlon, in perfect weather, saw Lisa Hirschfelder and
Albert Corominas take these titles in commanding style.
The race started in a beautiful inlet on the island of Cala Bassa.
The wind was swift but easier than it had been in training. The start
saw favourite Teichert (GER) and Corominas (ESP) head off with a
commanding lead. Over a minute behind was former winner Vicente
Roig (ESP) and Leos Rousavy (CZE). The ladies’ event is ever stronger.
Lisa Hirschfelder (GER) led last year’s winner, Maria Morel (ESP), by
over a minute.
Next came the kayak section, a tough kayak course with side waves
(dreaded by most kayakers), although Albert Corominas, in 2010 2nd
placed in the K2 kayak 30km marathon world championships, took it as
a normal day’s work and succeeded in taking a huge lead in his strongest
discipline. In the ladies’ race Lisa lost her lead to Spanish competitor
Men Torres. Many competitors struggled in these tough conditions.
Happy to be on the bike, competitors enjoyed a tough 6km lap 7
times. The Spanish leader, Corominas, was not letting his lead drop too
much. Chasing hard and fast, Teichert moved through the field to start
the run 2nd. 3rd place was fought out by the strong Roig and Rousavy.
Hirschfelder regained her lead on the bike.
The 10km run course had a wonderful view of the sea, a 3 lap trail
run course that kept all racers on their toes with full concentration.
This is when the juice started to run out for Corominas but with over
7 minutes’ lead he was able to bring the win home. Teichert ran well to
finish 2nd and Leos Rousavy made the podium with his normal solid
run split.
Morel kept Hirschfelder running to her limit as she ran a brilliant
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WQF photographs

Ian Smith

1 I Smith, 2:55:38. 2 J Kavanagh, 3:15:24. 3 D Pearson, 3:17:34.

Zoeftig takes series despite Pearson’s wins

Box End Winter Series 3
The third and final race of the Box End Winter Series was held on
Sunday 26th January, a very cold, wet and windy day, and a huge well
done to the five athletes that braved the weather! Well done to Duncan
Pearson who won in 1:56. Caspar Zoeftig was just behind in 2:02 but
congratulations go to Caspar who won the Box End series, the best of
all three races!

Jean Ashley

Nigel Unwin on the paddle leg.

Successful first event

Manvers Race
The South Yorkshire quadrathlon was held at Manvers Waterfront
Boat Club on Sunday 15th June. A small but enthusiastic and very
competent group of athletes took part.
The race started with a 1,600m swim, divided into two laps. Phil
Jumeau led the way, closely followed by John Kavanagh and Nigel
Leeson. Manvers Lake is a purpose built leisure lake which is a popular
venue for open water swimming and the water quality was excellent.
The kayak route was eight longer laps, taking competitors around the
Corominas, Teichert and Rousavy on Ibiza.
swim buoys and the two islands. I took an impressive lead on this leg
run split to close on Lisa. 3rd place went to a new name in quadrathlon, and John Kavanagh paddled well to maintain his second position. The
good humoured volunteers counted laps and kept the competitors well
Gabriele Immendorff (GER).
It was a great race from organizer Pep Ribas, who must, as with many informed and encouraged as they completed each circuit.
The 18 mile bike route took competitors out towards the A1,
quadrathlons, work with a very small team. His motto is to organize this
following signs for Doncaster. It was an undulating route with a
race with all his heart and try to keep everybody happy.
steady climb up to the village of Hickleton. The roads were busy but
World Quadrathlon Federation
wide with a cycle lane for part of the route. The turn point was the
roundabout at the A1 junction and competitors enjoyed the descent
1 A Corominas Bertran, Banyoles, 2:47:03. 2 S Teichert, Heidleberg, 2:54:57.
from Hickleton on the return! Phil Holden, Nigel Leeson and Paul
3 L Rousavy, Hradel Kralove, 2:58:04. 7 D Pearson, England, 3:10:24.
Belcher all put in strong bike legs, improving their overall positions.
The 10km run was off road, along limestone paths. It was two 5km
Pearson starts early
laps out along the Transpennine trail and back along the lakeside. I held
Box End Winter Series 1
The three race Box End Winter Series consists of a duathlon and a my lead and was the overall winner. In spite of a change of wet suit
kayak tri; both events are held at Box End Water Ski Park in Kempston. due to a broken zip on the start line and a puncture at the finish of the
In the kayak tri there were eight athletes. Congratulations to winner bike leg, John Kavanagh finished in a well deserved 2nd place. Duncan
Duncan Pearson, 1:32:59, BQA member, who was starting his training Pearson had a storming run, passing several of his fellow competitors
ready for the 2014 season; well done! First female was Cathy Johnson, and finishing in 3rd place.
The first lady home was Sarah Allars with a strong consistent
1:49:46.
performance across all four disciplines and Nicola Heaton, who was
Jean Ashley
positive and managed to keep smiling throughout the race, was the 2nd
lady.
1 D Pearson, 1:32:59. 2 C Zoeftig, 1:42:38. 3 P Nye, 1:49:21.
This was a very successful first event. The venue was excellent and
the race had been well planned around a single transition point on the
Stead back in action
lake front. Congratulations and thanks go to Mark Benton for setting up
Box End Winter Series 2
The second race of the Box End Winter Series was held on Sunday the event and for his organization on the day. Mark and his team were
15th December. In the kayak tri there were 7 athletes. Tom Stead was very welcoming and succeeded in keeping the event simple, informal
back in action and won the event convincingly in 1:19:59 with 2nd and very friendly. The toilets, showers and changing facilities were first
place going to female Gill Fullen, 1:33:00… a superb day for great class and the café was an added bonus at the end of the race. The event
attracted interest and support from locals walking round the lake and
winter training!
using the leisure facilities and seemed to fit in and entertain rather than
Jean Ashley
disrupting other lake users.
Mark welcomed the constructive feedback from competitors after
1 T Stead, 1:19:53. 2 G Fullen, 1:33:00. 3 C Zoeftig, 1:33:57.
the event and recognized the need to make a few tweeks to the signage
on the bike and run course! He is hoping to run the event next year,
possibly alongside a triathlon. Hopefully it will attract more competitors
and become a regular event on the quadrathlon calendar.

Jean Ashley

ever sprint finish, Shaw just holding the lead by 1 second after nearly 3
hours of competition. Quadrathlons do not come any closer than that.
The first two individuals, Smith and Urwin, both over 50, had
similar run times so Smith was the first individual. Indeed, the only
individuals under 40 in the first 27 were 17th placed Rob Jefferies, U23,
and 26th placed youth Will Jackson. The first senior man was Thomas
Cunningham, 28th. Helen Dyke, O40, made the top dozen. Mary White
was the first of two O60 women, beating by two places Peter Appelt,
one of the two O60 men and the only foreign entrant in this world
event. The only senior woman, Francesca Goodwin, and O40 Scott
Lowe, arrived together in 4:27:44, the last two of the 47 competitors.
It is interesting that most individuals were O40, four being O60,
and all beating two of the seniors, yet in some short distance canoeing
disciplines those much beyond education age have usually retired.

Jean Ashley

1 D Pearson, 1:56:58. 2 C Zoeftig, 2:02:58. 3 M Rouse, 2:16:05.

Has your email address changed
or do you want to be added to the mailing list
when copies of Canoeist are issued?
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
with your name and email address.
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Jean Ashley

M - Lord Nelson Trophy: 1 Walker/McCallum, 4:15:14/4:15:14.
2 Guppy/Hawkins, 4:37:07/4:37:09. 3 Brun/Brun, 4:37:52/4:37:54.
Mixed - Dame Edna Trophy: 1 Jackson/Horton-Fawkes, 4:35:52/4:35:53.
2 Normanton/Milner, 4:46:01/4:46:02. 3 Fleming/Franklin, 4:55:05/4:55:09.
L - Lady Hamilton Cup: 1 Allison/Lochore, 5:14:00/5:14:01. 2 Dean/John, 5:27:47.
3 Sheridan/Harwick, 5:42:46/5:42:53.

Small entry threatens future

Box End 4
It was a great shame Box End suffered from low numbers; only 15
athletes took part, 14 in the quad and 1 in the tri. It’s a great shame and,
as Mark Pryor said, ‘This may well put the race in jeopardy; if numbers
do not improve this could well be the last year of this race’, a great
shame as all the competitors who entered really enjoyed this tough little
race!
Congratulations to overall winner Nigel Unwin (1:51:50), still in fine
form after his vet 50 title at the worlds. He was being chased by much
improved (since last year) Phil Holden, who came in just 25 seconds
later (1:52:15). Will Thurrell came in 3rd (1:56:06), followed closely by
a very quick bunch of over 50s… it was certainly going to be a closely
fought battle in the National Trophy series!
Congratulations to Mary White, the only female in the race; she had
a very good race, had some excellent splits and came a very creditable
10th overall… well done, Mary!
John Kavanagh quoted ‘Three of us made it from Macclesfield Canoe
Club, Nicholas Price, Mary White and I; although it was only a small
turnout we enjoyed. It’s a great venue for a short distance race and the
terrain makes the bike course a lot tougher than the distance suggests.
Thanks very much to Mark and the organizing team’.

Jean Ashby

1 N Unwin, 1:51:50. 2 P Holden, 1:52:15. 3 W Thurrell, 1:56:06.

Enhanced women’s entry

Shrewsbury Quadrathlon
After five cold days of rain leading up to the event, we arrived
in Shrewsbury to find the weather warm and the sun shinning, a
wonderful start to another great quadrathlon organized by SYTri and
the ever committed BQA member Gill Otto and her supporters!
This year the race was almost up to its full capacity with three
quadrathlon waves; we had a big cross section of quadrathletes taking
part, plenty of regular BQA members and a very enthusiastic bunch of
newcomers. It was especially good to see 15 females on the start list…
all smiling, too!
Due to the cold wet week the river was flowing well and was rather
chilly (14.7); lucky for us it was only a 500m swim and, with the flow,
didn’t take too long! The kayak leg again was fast downstream, a little
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Jean Ashley

Quadrathlon with a difference

Four IWA HQ staff, Jenny Black, Gemma Bolton, Tony Gomm
and Stephanie Pay, set up a quadrathlon with a diffference, along the
Grand Union Canal from Harefield to Wolverton. The 80km included
the usual paddle, cycle and run but not the swimming, as this is not
approved in the canal. Instead they opted to work a narrowboat through
the seven locks of the Marsworth flight at the summit of the Chilterns.
They raised £12,700 towards an excavator for the Waterway Recovery
Group.

Ben Nevis challenge

Action for Charity are seeking companies to take part in the Ben
Nevis Charity Challenge on June 20th. The event involves climbing
Ben Nevis, cycling 40km on road and paddling a circuit of Loch Lochy.

Race the sun

Race the Sun Brecon Beacons on June 27th is for teams of four to
cycle 76km,climb Pen y Fan and paddle to Pontsticill Reservoir in
rafted open canoes, all between sunrise and sunset. The registration fee
is £195 and teams must have a minimum sponsorship target of £2,000
for Action Medical Research. The race sold out this year.
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World Championships
The 8,000 spectators present in the boiling hot arena of
Thury-Harcourt enjoyed thrilling competition and celebrated
loudly the titles of France and Germany, world champions.
The U21 women’s German team had many reasons to fear
their opponents when entering Thury’s crucible. Beside the
support of the crowd in favour of the locals, the reigning world
champions had lost their group game against the French while the latter
were counting on the final to finish off an impeccable tournament.
Unfortunately for them, dreams are not reality and the national
heroes endured the same scenar io as in the last European
championships. The German squad learnt from the mistakes made on
Friday. They scored quickly after the start of the game and managed to
control the match to the very end, finally winning 5 - 3. ‘After we lost
4 - 0 against France yesterday, we made a list of everything we had to
correct and improve,’ explained German captain Annika Adler. ‘We are a
very tight team and always fighting. I would like to dedicate our victory
to our fans that came here in mass.’
At the other end of the pitch, French coach Maelle Schmitz could
barely hide her disappointment and regretted that her team did not
play at its best level. ‘It’s very tough; they were favourite; they did not
lose one game during the tournament except the final but this is how
it is; we’re not in a video game; we had to be strong in the final and
we weren’t. We had a difficult start in the game; the girls are young;
it’s very demanding both psychologically and physically to catch up
with the Germans. Our goal was to play at our best level; it was not
the case in the final. We held for eight games but lost the last one, the
most important one. Germans managed their advantage very well. I
believe we gave the keys to win this game tonight. Some girls were kind
of petrified in the final. I feel sad for them because I know their true
potential. Some players will now join the senior category and I wish
them all the best because they deserve it.’
Earlier in the afternoon, New Zealand put an end to their
tournament in the best manner possible with bronze medals around
their necks, winning 7 - 5 against Great Britain in a game keenly
contested. ‘My girls started the competition as the underdogs,’ said
Sophie Winton, captain of the Kiwis. ‘We’re a new team and being
here in these surroundings in France, winning the bronze medal with
so much pressure, is just amazing. The crowd was so loud I kept telling
myself ‘There is no sound; it’s all right.’ We’re happy we played our best
game today; it was the game that counted. In Europe the teams have so
many tournaments throughout the year compared to us; we’ve got less
than five. In the end it was a great experience.’
At the end of the U21 men’s final the French shouting cries of
victory made quite a contrast with the tears of disappointment of the
Danish players. It was quite an emotional rollercoaster on Saturday for
Denmark, who owned their ticket to the final to a golden goal scored
in the very last minutes against almighty Germany. At the beginning of
the final, forecasters had a hard time predicting the name of the winners.
France entered the tournament as favourites but bent under the
pressure, could not do better than a tie against Poland in their qualifying
group and lost a severe 0 - 5 in the second round against... Denmark.
On the contrary, the Danish team progressively bolstered their reserves
of confidence.
The wild French crowd held their breath as Denmark took the lead
twice. In a very balanced final the two teams played cat and mouse,
neutralizing each other until the end of the regulation game time.
Denmark were undoubtedly hoping for the same outcome as in the
morning against Germany but the French were the quickest on the ball
at the extra time throw off and left no hope to their opponents, number
5 Jeremy Escaffre scoring the victorious golden goal to the delight of
packed stands. ‘It’s unbelievable,’ said French coach Laurent Debieu. ‘I
am so proud of them and happy for them. The whole week, the whole
tournament was difficult for us; we had the tag of favourite and a lot of
pressure to handle because of the legacy of the previous U21 French
teams but it’s better to be world champions after struggling rather than
having it easy and failing; it makes the victory even sweeter. We knew
this Danish team; we saw them in the circuit; it was very tight tonight.
Six boys of this team are staying in the U21 category; we have a solid
base to work with.’
Danish coach Peter Ravn was not less emotional. ‘I feel relaxed
because I am happy,’ he said. ‘I am happy for the players. I am happy
for myself; this is amazing. Playing in front of 8,000 spectators, against

France, on their home course, I can only be proud; we did the
best we could. We started only four years ago; we tried to work
with 15 - 16 year old guys, never won anything in Denmark;
today we’re making history. These players all play the same but
each of them has a special place in the group. I don’t think we
missed anything in the final; for me it’s a draw, 3 - 3. I’m sure
the French will admit we were equal. This time they won; next
time we will. I had a vision a few years ago (not to have the best players
because it is not possible in Denmark; we have not enough players nor
the tradition) but to have the best team in the world and I think I came
pretty close. We should be proud today.’
Earlier the German team set their mind on the bronze medal and
won 3 - 1 against a deserving New Zealand team. ‘After the semi final
we lost against Denmark; we were disappointed for a minute. It was
very unlucky but we remained motivated to become the third best team
of the world. I was sure that we would win. I never doubted. My guys
were totally focused; we have a strong defence.’
Germany confirmed their total domination in the women’s category
against Great Britain while France offered a third title to their
extraordinary audience in the men’s competition. Spain won their first
world medal in a refreshing battle against Italy.
2008 and 2010 world champions, 2009 and 2011 European
champions, winners of the 2009 World Games, Great Britain reigned
over the canoe polo world for five years before handing over their
crown to Germany in Poznan in 2012. Sunday’s final was the occasion
for them to claim their title back. The Germans, however, did not see
the matter in the same light and quickly showed they were not ready
to give up their title yet, scoring early in the game and settling their
well proven controlling tactics as soon as they could. The huge crowd,
disappointed to not cheer for their home team in the final, did their
best to support the British and help them face the repeated German
offensives but with no luck.
This team, built on the best defence in the world, was way too strong,
way too fast, way too dynamic and inflicted a severe 5 - 1 to their
opponents. ‘It feels so great especially because we played Great Britain
last year in the European championships final and it was very tight,’
exulted German captain Elena Gilles. ‘Today was a fun game for us.
We played very free here. All our players have quite the same level so
everyone can play in the same way. These world championships were
fantastic; the atmosphere is like nowhere else.’
Kathr yn Moffitt, captain of Great Br itain, acknowledged
German superiority and is already looking towards the next world
championships that will take place in 2016 in Liverpool: ‘It feels very
good to be second bests in the world. Germany were a better team
today; we have to accept it. We need more teamwork and a little bit
more strength when attacking.’
Already 3rd in 2008 and 2010, the French women’s senior team
collected a new bronze medal against New Zealand but will regret
missing their semi final against GB. ‘It’s a nice bronze medal,’ said
French captain Valérie Sibioude. ‘We fought hard for it but it’s not what
we aimed for. We had everything we needed to reach the final and we
failed. In semi finals against the British we had three counterattacks and
we missed all of them. Maybe we were too nervous. We had no choice
but to win this last game.’
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British women take silver

ICF

Jean Ashley

swirly in places and going back up stream was a bit more testing,
especially for the less experienced paddlers; everyone survived though
a few had problems getting in and out but everyone made it to the fast
undulating bike course. A slight headwind and uphill(ish) on the way
out made the return leg fast… a tail wind and downhill; we all flew
back in! By the time we all hit the run the sun was warm and there
were plenty of crowds cheering us all on; it was a pleasure to be part of
SYTri’s triathlon, making it a great atmosphere with plenty of athletes
and supporters in the Welsh Show Ground.
In the ladies’ race the top five ladies came out of the swim within 20
seconds of each other but Sharon Colley soon overtook Claire Moran
in the kayak, to be followed by newcomer Rachael Bennet, alongside
me with my daughter, Kate, tucked in on my wash!
Sharon stayed in the lead on the bike whilst the rest of the field
sorted themselves out. I moved into 2, followed by Rachael and then
Kate. These positions remained the same to the finish. Unfortunately,
Claire Moran had a technical issue with her bike but she hung on to
take 5th place. The two vets’ Sharon and I, took 1st and 2nd but were
being chased by a couple of good youngsters; congratulations must
go also to Rachel Bennet on finishing 3rd in her first ever quad and
also her husband, Jason, coming 6th in the men’s race, two excellent
newcomers. (I hope they are coming back for more!)
It was great to see so many women taking part, many for the first
time; there were some excellent results, plenty of PBs including Deb
May 7 mins faster. (She’s promised to go under 2 hrs next year… so I’m
holding her to that!) I was so pleased to see all the girls finishing well
but, most important, with happy smiling faces and all loving their day
swimming, kayaking, biking and running; well done, girls!
The men’s race was in two waves, a vet wave and a senior/U23 wave
so it was quite difficult to see who was in the lead. In the first wave vet
John Kavangh was first out of the swim but was soon to be chased by
Ian Smith and Nigel Unwin on the kayak; they had a very close race.
Ian moved ahead on the bike and remained in the lead on the run. In
the second wave Steve King took hold of the lead after a very fast swim
and kayak; he was on top form and led throughout to take 1st place,
finishing 4 mins ahead of Ian Smith, who came 2nd, holding off Nigel
in 3rd place. Andy Childs came home in 4th again, looking strong!
There were some good strong performances from our BQA members
and all improved times from last season; its great to see last year’s
newcomers to quadrathlon improve so much. Special mention to Phil
Holden, who was 10 mins quicker and finished 5th, and partially sighted
Jack Garner (tandem with Pete Chappill) who improved by 13 mins;
these are just two names but, looking at the results, there have been
some excellent times in similar conditions to last year… so a huge well
done to all!
Well done to everyone who
raced… and to the organizers,
who gave us a great day out!
Thank you to SYTri, to Sam
Mountain and his team and to
our quadrathlon host Gill Otto
and Shrewsbury Canoe Club…
you helped put quadrathlon on
the map once again!

Jean Ashley

Mixed pair second fastest

Norfolk Superhero
It was another fantastic year for the Norfolk Superhero quadrathlon.
The charity race had 170 competitors; they all went out and came back
in fantastic style! They have raised over £40,000 for Nelsons Journey,
which is amazing!
The BQA would like to send our congratulations to Jess, Riddy and
the whole Norfolk Superhero Team; what a brilliant event, superbly
organized, and it gets booked up every year… so if you fancy the
challenge in 2015 keep posted to their website as to when the entries
open!
The race is swim - 1 mile from Gun Hill to the quay at Burnham
Overy Staithe (on an incoming tide), followed by a kayak - 4 miles
through the creeks of Burnham Overy Staithe, then a cycle - 45 miles
circular route on north Norfolk’s scenic roads and finally a run - 8 miles
across tracks, sand, mud and marsh!
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Looking at Sunday morning’s semi finals, one could hope to see an
unprecedented world championships final between Spain and Italy but
France and Germany reminded them that more work and experience
were needed to close the gap and play for the gold medal. Nevertheless,
in the game for the 3rd place that preceded the big final, Spain found
the resources in extra time to overthrow Italy and offer their fans their
first men’s senior world medal, to the great delight of the captain Mario
Perez Lopez: ‘The two teams were equal. We worked a lot to win. Italy
could have won but we had the luck that some teams need to make
the difference when it counts. Last year we won the first international
medal for Spain at the European championships and we worked a lot to
improve and grab one here at the world level.’
The crowd sang all week long but were never as loud as Sunday
afternoon, when France entered the main field to contest the men’s
senior world title with Germany. The latter were desperate to ward off
the bad spell that has been depriving them of the gold medal while the
French were committed to offer to their fans a spectacular close to the
championships.
Germany were the first to score in a very tight and balanced first half
but were soon caught up by their opponents who absolutely wanted to
avoid letting the Germans settle their control game. Straight after the
pause the 2013 World Games winners took the lead again but received
a direct response from the emblematic Francois Barbey, pillar of the
French team. It took a yellow card given to Robin Heile for foul play
that finally unlocked the game. Franck Besson took advantage of the
French numerical superiority to score at three minutes from the end
before urging his team mates to block the gates.
Already 2nd in 2010 and 2012, the Germans had to settle for the
silver medal one more time. German captain Jonas Vieren had a hard
time accepting his fate: ‘I feel pretty angry; we could have won the

game; we were close to win it and we got this yellow card that made the
difference. That’s sport; it happens; there is nothing we can do. I hope
one day we’ll win this world title that has eluded us so far.’
Over the crowd’s eruption, Maxime Gohier dedicated his third
world champion title to his team mates Martin Brodoux and François
Barbey, who are now retiring, and to the audience: ‘It’s my third world
champion title but it’s definitely the most beautiful. Being able to offer
this gold medal to our supporters, who came en masse all week long,
is an indescribable feeling. All finals are special games; it was very tight.
Even if we beat them 5 - 2 in the group match, we stayed focused. I
think both teams were very tired but when you get the support of such
a crowd you don’t think about anything else; you just play to win. Today
the teams were very close but the Germans did not pull out anything to
bring it home.’

International Canoe Federation

WU21: Polska 3, GB 4. Deutschland 4, GB 4. GB 7, Nederland 1. NZ 4, GB 5. GB 14, Canada 0.
Singapore 2, GB 6. Deutschland 7, GB 3. 3 NZ 7, GB 3. F France 3, Deutschland 5.
W: GB 10, Iran 2. GB 15, Sverige 0. GB 12, Nippon 1. GB 8, España 2. GB 4, Schweiz 1.
GB 4, Nederland 3. GB 4, NZ 2. SF GB 5, France 4. F Deutschland 5, GB 1.
MU21: GB 7, Nederland 0. GB 10, Nippon 0. GB 3, Rossija 6. GB 4, Polska 3. GB 5, NZ 7.
GB 5, Deutschland 11. GB 4, Nederland 8. 7 Polska 3, GB 6. F France 4, Danmark 3.
M: GB 5, Magyarorzág 1. Deutschland 4, GB 3. GB 10, Iran 5. Sverige 4, GB 3. GB 8, Canada 3.
France 6, GB 1. Deutschland 7, GB 1. Schweiz 5, GB 2. NZ 8, GB 4. GB 4, Danmark 3.
GB 3, Sverige 6. 11 Danmark 4, GB 1. F Deutschland 2, France 3.
O/A: WU21: 1 Deutschland. 2 France. 3 NZ. 4 GB.
W: 1 Deutschland. 2 GB. 3 France.
MU21: 1 France. 2 Danmark. 3 Deutschland. 7 GB.
M: 1 France. 2 Deutschland. 3 España. 12 GB.

Dragon’s sudden death

19th Welsh Tournament
The Welsh international drew just one overseas team this year,
Galway, but home teams came from as far away as the Pennines
and London to challenge Welsh players.
Four pitches were set up on a lake formed at the mouth of the
Afon Dafen in Llanelli, across the road from the Loughor estuary.
The low key organization ran the event smoothly and, unusually,
on Saturday the matches ran early.
The weather was mostly far better than forecast, warm sunny
intervals and clouds. The exception was for about ten minutes at

Saturday lunchtime when a shower of biblical intensity battered
everything with torrential rain. After it cleared, the problem it
left was a moderate crosswind coming in off the sea, having to
be factored into passes and shots and bowing the sidelines into
catenaries.
The divisions worked towards three finals. Division 3 went
first with the Welsh Dee Valley taking on Blackwater from
Hampshire. Blackwater had won their earlier encounter 2 - 1 the
previous evening. Dee Valley now had possession much of the time and
were the ones taking the shots but these were not going home. A corner

near the end of the first half gave them what they wanted, putting away
a shot to take the lead. Blackwater responded quickly but their charge
was cleared by the defence.
In the second half Dee Valley again controlled play and were making
the shots but a couple of these were blocked, a couple more came back
off the goal frame and one went over the top. That first half goal was the
only one for the match and it was enough to give Dee Valley the win.
Nomad Mixed took on Bridgend in the Division 2 final, Bridgend
having won 3 - 1 in an encounter that morning. Bridgend quickly took
up the offensive but their shots were unsuccessful, including back off the
frame and a paddle flick which put the ball over the net. Bridgend were
circling but being kept out and Nomads also got in a couple of shots
which were blocked. A break allowed Bridgend a couple more shots,
which were blocked, and the half ended with a Nomads shot missing
and a Bridgend shot being knocked over.
Four minutes into the second half, after both sides had taken
ineffectual shots, Nomads blocked a Bridgend shot, broke with the ball,
passed well and scored. After successive unsuccessful shots by both sides,
Bridgend copied the previous break, passing and shooting of Nomads
to level the score. Nomads responded quickly to take the advantage
again with an oblique shot into the net. Further attempts by both sides
failed to change the outcome and Nomads took the division title from
Bridgend.
The Division 1 final was between Dragon and Jamie’s team,
mostly Meridian players, the only team to have beaten Dragon in the
preliminary rounds. Jamie’s 4 - 3 win over Dragon at noon on Sunday
was the only time both these teams had not won all their games. Most
of the early shots now came from Dragon. Eventually, seven minutes
into the game, they found an open goal and used it to good effect.
Jamie’s team had missed earlier with a long shot and now had another
blocked and had an oblique shot bounce back off the frame. After much
passing, Dragon failed to sink a backhanded shot as the half closed.
Jamie’s started the second half with a shot from below the net being
blocked. Dragon tried a long shot which fell short before they fell
to bickering between themselves. This seemed to encourage a more
positive approach from Jamie’s team, who had a hard shot blocked, failed
to sink another from an angle after passing the ball around, failed again
as another bounced off the top of the frame, missed from below the net
and finally levelled the score while being chased closely. Dragon shots
were blocked, one from a penalty and another which was probably too
low anyway. In turn, Jamie’s team missed with a shot which was wide
and fell short and another which was blocked.
With the score 1 - 1 on the final whistle the game moved into
sudden death extra time. Jamie’s missed a shot at goal and Dragon broke
with the ball, being chased with it up the pitch to score into an open
goal to take the win.

Friends of Allonby v Galway.

Jamie’s v Avon A.

Dragon v Galway.

GB Ladies Under 21 B v Dee Valley.

Aberfan v Kingston.

GB Ladies Under 21 B v Red Rose Ladies.

Blackwater v Pembroke.

Friends of Allonby v Dragon.

Galway v Avon A.

Jamie’s v Galway.
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New sprint and slalom formats tried

Jamie’s v Friends of Allonby.
Jamie’s v Dragon in the Division 1 final.

Dragon v Avon A.

GB Ladies Under 21 B v Pembroke.

Dee Valley beat Blackwater in the Division 3 final.

Dragon 10, Cream of Cardiff 0. Viking 2, Meridian M1 3. Swansea 4, Celtic Warriors 3.
Loughborough 2, Avon L 3. Aberfan 4, Kingston 2. Nomad Mixed 7, Red Rose 3.
Univ of London Union 4, Manchester A 4. Bridgend 10, Meridian M2 0. Jamie’s 6, Galway 1.
Blackwater 3, Dragon L 1. Pembroke 5, Bridgend B 0. Pembroke Y 1, Dragon Defenders Y 2.
Avon A 5, Meridian E + 1 4. Dragon Defenders 0, Dee Valley 7. GB U21 L B 7, Red Rose L 1.
Pembroke Y 4, Bridgend Y 1. Friends of Allonby 3, Dragon 5. Viking 2, Swansea 7.
Meridian M1 0, Loughborough 6. Celtic Warriors 3, Avon L 1. Cream of Cardiff 1, Kingston 6.
Nomad Mixed 8, Univ of London Union 0. Red Rose 1, Bridgend 7. Manchester A 6, Meridian M2 0.
Aberfan 2, Jamie’s 5. Blackwater 4, Pembroke 2. Dragon L 5, Bridgend B 2.
Dragon Defenders 2, GB U21 L B 4. Galway 4, Avon A 4. Viking 3, Celtic Warriors 2.
Meridian M1 4, Swansea 5. Dee Valley 9, Red Rose L 2. Dragon 4, Meridian E + 1 0.
Nomad Mixed 2, Manchester A 0. Red Rose 3, Meridian M2 0. Univ of London Union 0, Bridgend 7.
Friends of Allonby 6, Kingston 3. Blackwater 6, Bridgend B 2. Dragon L 1, Pembroke 5.
Dragon Defenders 3, Red Rose L 4. Cream of Cardiff 0, Jamie’s 11. Meridian M1 5, Avon L 4.
Viking 4, Loughborough 4. Dee Valley 2, GB U21 L B 3. Aberfan 4, Avon A 4.
Manchester A 3, Bridgend 5. Nomad Mixed 9, Meridian M2 0. Dragon Defenders Y 0, Pembroke Y 1.
Galway 3, Meridian E + 1 7. Pembroke 2, Bridgend B 1. Dee Valley 8, Dragon Defenders 1.
GB U21 L B 6, Red Rose L 0. Friends of Allonby 5, Cream of Cardiff 1.
Meridian M1 0, Celtic Warriors 2. Swansea 8, Avon L 2. Blackwater 7, Dragon L 1.
Avon A 2, Kingston 2. Red Rose 1, Manchester A 4. Univ of London Union 3, Meridian M2 1.
Bridgend Y 1, Pembroke Y 3. Dragon 7, Aberfan 2. GB U21 L B 0, Pembroke 5.
Red Rose L 3, Bridgend B 0. Blackwater 2, Dee Valley 1. Friends of Allonby 6, Galway 3.
Meridian E + 1 0, Jamie’s 6. Dragon L 1, Dragon Defenders 1. Loughborough 1, Swansea 9.
Red Rose L 0, Pembroke 9. Blackwater 7, Dragon Defenders 0. Dragon L 1, Dee Valley 4.
Dragon 6, Kingston 2. Cream of Cardiff 1, Aberfan 7. GB U21 L B 8, Bridgend B 3.
Viking 4, Avon L 3. Jamie’s 9, Avon A 1. Meridian E + 1 2, Friends of Allonby 4.
Celtic Warriors 5, Loughborough 0. Red Rose L 1, Dragon Defenders 3. Dragon 7, Galway 1.
Red Rose 2, Univ of London Union 2. Nomad Mixed 1, Bridgend 3. Dragon L 6, Bridgend B 2.
Kingston 3, Jamie’s 5. Aberfan 5, Meridian E + 1 6. Friends of Allonby 6, Avon A 2.
Cream of Cardiff 3, Galway 4. Loughborough 1, Meridian M2 3. Dragon 3, Jamie’s 4.
Aberfan 8, Friends of Allonby 3. Kingston 2, Meridian E + 1 2. Loughborough 4, Avon L 1.
Red Rose 0, Meridian M2 2. Cream of Cardiff 3, Avon A 4. Aberfan 2, Galway 2.
Jamie’s 4, Friends of Allonby 2. Avon L 4, Red Rose 5. Dragon 8, Avon A 3. Kingston 4, Galway 2.
Cream of Cardiff 1, Meridian E + 1 5. Loughborough 3, Red Rose 6. Avon L 2, Meridian M2 2.
1: F: Jamie’s 1, Dragon 2.
2: QF: Swansea 4, Manchester A 8. Nomad Mixed 11, Meridian M1 2. Bridgend 7, Viking 1.
Celtic Warriors 2, Univ of London Union 3.
5 - 8: Swansea 8, Meridian M1 0. Viking 4, Celtic Warriors 2.
7/8: Meridian M1 2, Celtic Warriors 3.
5/6: Swansea 1, Viking 2.
SF: Manchester A 3, Nomad Mixed 4. Bridgend 7, Univ of London Union 2.
3/4: Manchester A 5, Univ of London Union 2.
F: Nomad Mixed 2, Bridgend 1.
3: 7/8: Red Rose L 3, Bridgend B 2.
5/6: Dragon Defenders 1, Dragon L 2.
SF: GB U21 L B 0, Dee Valley 6. Blackwater 4, Pembroke 0.
3/4: GB U21 L B 5, Pembroke 2.
F: Dee Valley 1, Blackwater 0..

Encouraging ladies’ polo

Nomad Mixed beat Bridgend in the Division 2 final.
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Ladies’ Division 2 will be replaced with north and south development
divisions this winter, based in Cheadle and Stratford-upon-Avon.
There will be a 50% subsidy for two years, meaning tournaments
will be £40 each, joint teams can be entered by clubs or regions, one
Division 1 player/coach is allowed per team, the northern group may
borrow equipment free of charge and comprehensive membership is
not required. This is an attempt to halt the decline in ladies’ polo team
entries.
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Youth Olympic Games
Eastern European nations dominated the C1 and K1 head to head
sprint quarter finals at the Nanjing Rowing-Canoeing School on a
course that was new to all the participants.
Kamila Bobr (BLR) and Stanislav Daineka (BLR) were the ones to
watch in the women’s C1 and men’s K1 semi finals and finals. Bobr
won her C1 quarter final as did Daineka in the K1. They both recorded
the fastest times in their respective categories as well.
In the men’s C1, Serghei Tarovschi (MDA) was the frontrunner going
into his semi final. He won his quarter final in 1:43.857, almost two
seconds faster than the other three quarter finalists.
Inna Nikitina led the way in the woman’s K1. The Russian won the
qualifying heat and her quarter final.
The figure eight 420m course was introduced at the Singapore 2010
Youth Olympic Games but was new to the competitors.
Anne-So Lavoie-Parent (CAN), who won her quarter final, said the
figure eight course was really challenging.
‘We’re used to doing a straight line so the turn is really difficult
for the muscles and to keep the stroke right, so padding fast is really
difficult,’ she said.
‘I’ve trained for eight years for the straight line but my training for
this has just been one week.’
Belarus triumphed in the C1 and K1 head to head sprint in bad
weather on the southern side of the Xuanwu Lake in Nanjing.
Kamila Bobr won the country’s first gold medal in the women’s C1,
having led the competition from the preliminaries. She was the first to
compete after a torrential downpour and won her final in 2:21.640.
More than five seconds behind her was Lludmyia Luzan (UKR), who
took the silver medal.Victoria Morales Cazarez was 3rd.
The Mexican was elated about her medal but said the conditions
were very tough. ‘It was very difficult because the waves are really
horrible. The wind was horrible, too.’
Stanislau Daineka won the men’s K1 in 1:36.913; less than a half a
second behind was Milan Mozgi (HUN), who took the silver.
MozgiI said ‘I feel great. I’m a little bit tired after the race. Basically,
I’m very happy with the result. That’s why I train very hard and now
I’m very happy to have won the silver medal.’
Vladislav Oleynikikov (RUS) took home the bronze.
In the men’s C1 Serghei Tarnovschi was triumphant in 1:57.688. He
said he was very surprised he had won. ‘I have been waiting four years
for this medal. I have trained in the morning and the evenings, the
morning and the evenings.’
He said conditions were very tough on the lake.
‘The race was very difficult because the weather was not very good. I
have a lot of water in my boat,’ he said.
More than four seconds behind him was Vadim Korobov (LTU), who
took the silver, and Krystof Hajek (CZE), took the bronze.
Inna Nikitina won the women’s K1 in 1m 49.922s. Luca Homonnai
(HUN) was 2nd and Camilla Aldana Morison Rey (ESP) was 3rd.
The Youth Olympic Games canoe kayak obstacle slalom quarter finals
proved a test of survival of the fittest with the addition of an Eskimo roll
at the midway point from the quarter final stage.
In the C1 women, Austria’s Nadine Weratschnig, Birgit Ohmayer
(GER), Lucie Prioux (FRA) and Czech Martina Satkova were into the
semi finals. Neither Satkova’s nor Oohmayer’s opponents finished the
distance in their quarter finals. Prioux finished second to Weratschnig
but completed the course, thus taking a place in the semi finals.
In the C1 men Lucas Roisin (FRA), Slovakia’s Marko Mirgorodsky,
Ireland’s Robert Hendrick and Slovenia’s Leon Breznik were to fight
out the semi final after winning their quarter finals. Of the four,
Mirogorodsky posted the fastest time of 1:20.345 although Breznik had
the easiest quarter final when his opponent, Choi Jisung (KOR), did
not finish.
In the K1 men, Jakub Grigar (SVK), Huang Song (CHN), Slovenia’s
Anze Urankar and Great Britain’s Paul Sunderland made it through
to Wednesday’s semi finals. Grigar would take on Huang and Urankar
would face Sunderland for places in the final.
The field in the K1 women had a better time of it with all eight
competitors finishing the distance. Czech Amalie Hilgertova, Camille
Prigent (FRA), China’s Yan Jihua and Selina Jones (GER) proved the
strongest, making it through to the semi finals.
The different challenges between the obstacle slalom and the head
to head sprint were apparent in the results by this time. Three of the

four gold medallists in the head to head sprint did not make it past the
qualifying heats in the obstacle slalom while the other went out in the
repechage before the quarter finals.
Alex Brent (CAN), who finished thirteenth in the men’s K1 obstacle
slalom last 16 and missed the quarter finals, said the course was a brand
new challenge.
‘Going down the ramp was a little scary. My heart was going. I was
a little scared,’ he said. ‘I’m a sprinter so this is the learning experience.
I’ve never done this before. I trained for probably two weeks before this.
‘I was always making fun of the white water rafting people because
they were slower than us but now I have respect for them.’
Earlier in the qualifying heats, 16 men and women either did not
finish or were disqualified. In the first three races of the day, one woman
in each race fell out of her boat at the bottom of the steep starting ramp.
France won two of the four medals on offer in the obstacle slalom.
In rainy conditions, Lucas Roisin was the first to win for France in
the men’s C1. Roisin beat Robert Hendrick by less than a second to
capture the title. Hendrick took the silver and Marko Mirgorodsky the
bronze.
In the next class, the K1, Camille Prigent defeated Yan Jiahua by just
over half a second to claim France’s second gold of the day.
Prigent said she was happy that her teammate, Roisin, had won, too.
‘It’s perfect because it’s an individual sport but we are also happy
when a team mate wins a gold medal with you. It’s better,’ she said.
Yan took the silver medal and Amalle Hilgertova took the bronze,
beating her rival and friend Selina Jones.
Hilgertova said it is hard to compete against a friend when only one
of you is going to win a medal. ‘It’s really hard.You want to win but, on
the other side, you don’t want to win because it’s your friend and you
don’t want her to be sad. It’s really strange.’
In the C1 women, Nadine Weratschnig won her final by more than
two and a half seconds against Martina Satkova. Weratschnig was the
dominating force throughout the competition. The Austrian won her
semi final with ease, too, almost 12s faster than Birgit Oohmayer, who
ended with the bronze medal.
Weratschnig, who had only been training on this course for three
weeks, like many of the other competitors, said her win was incredible.
‘It’s the greatest success I have ever had. It’s the best.’
Anze Urankar was the surprise winner in the men’s K1, much to the
delight of the Slovenian spectators in the crowd. The only race he had
won prior to the final was his semi final against Paul Sunderland.
The Slovenian beat Jakub Grigar, who had only lost one other race
before the final. Grigar took the silver and China’s Huang Song, who
started strongly, winning the qualification heats, took the bronze.
Thomas Bach, president of the International Olympic Committee,
congratulated the International Canoe Federation on its innovative
approach to the Youth Olympic Games competition format, calling it
spectacular.
During the Games, Bach visited the canoeing course that was host
to both sprint and slalom events, each with a twist on their traditional
format.
‘It’s spectacular because you can really follow and see who is leading.
With the unstable boats it makes it very impressive.’
Instead of a straight line race to the finish, canoe sprint was contested
over a 420m long, figure of eight shaped course. Two athletes started at
the same time but facing in opposite directions, crossed in the middle,
separated by a lane marker, and then continued their individual paths as
they dashed to the finish line.
This experimental format provided exciting head to head racing and
offers the potential for canoe sprint to move away from its traditional
partner sport, rowing, to more compact venues in city centres where
spectators can get closer to the action.
Bach continued ‘This is great because it gives canoeing also the
opportunity to go on much smaller lakes.You don’t need as much space
and you can watch it closely, which is good for the spectators; you see
the athletes and it’s a great innovation.
Clearly captivated by the action, Bach watched intensely as race after
race unfolded in front of him.
‘It’s a great innovation. You should also add split times so the
spectators can follow from the other bank but these are details. It’s a
great innovation. Congratulations to the ICF.
Canoe slalom was also based on the same head to head format but
with two parallel courses marked out on the flat water lake instead of
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the usual rapids. The course was 50 metres long with four pairs of buoys
on each run replacing the standard gates.
Starting at the same time and in the same direction, athletes slid
down a ramp and negotiated the buoys, completed an Eskimo roll at
the midway point and then powered their way back to the finish line,
renegotiating the buoys in the reverse order from their outward dash.
Talking about the development potential the new formats may offer,
Bach continued, ‘It will give you many more opportunities in many
more regions.’
The K1 200m sprint Olympic champion Lisa Carrington (NZL) and
multiple slalom Olympic champion Tony Estanguet (FRA), who is now
an IOC member, greeted Bach at the venue.
‘We are not talking for the first time,’ said Bach, who is known for his
close connection to athletes and places a high value on their opinions of
how to develop global sport.
‘Of course, they explain to me in detail where the opportunities are
and to see a boat and realize how slim it is. We spoke about the ramp
that will be introduced. I’m in the best hands there.’

Estraguet said ‘It was a great pleasure to show first hand how our
sport is innovating to the IOC president.
‘It is key that we continue to show the diversity of our sport and its
flexibility. We have nine different disciplines all under the ICF umbrella,
two Olympic, but each with unique and individual characteristics and
world class competitions.
‘Making sure each has the opportunity to develop, gain popularity
and increase its global reach is key.’
The three time Olympic champion has shown a keen eye for the
development of the sport he has loved since his youth and since retiring
from competitive action has exchanged his paddle for politics in a bid to
help advance the sports global profile.
Bach finished his visit by commenting on the Youth Olympic Games
central focus, the athletes’ experience at the Games.
‘The atmosphere is fantastic for all the athletes; you can see whenever
you speak with any of the athletes he or she is excited.’

organisers William Tilley Lodge RAOB, entrants and spectators all
agreed it was a vintage year.
Emilia Hazell-Smith, marketing executive at Ocean Village, said ‘The
enthusiasm and effort on display this year was quite incredible and a
buzz was already building at the pre event cardboard boat showcase in
Casemates Square. With the mercury reading 28˚C as the boaters hit
the water at midday, the crowds were out in force and I suspect some of
the oarsmen were quite pleased when their cardboard creations sunk so
they could cool off a bit. HMS Harry was one of the first to escape the
heat as it barely got out the blocks before sinking.’
Emilia continued ‘Weeks of hard work clearly went into several of
the boats with winners of the junior race, the Black Pearl, also claiming
best junior boat design for their unbelievable pirate ship construction
and costumes. Meanwhile Saxomania, although only managing 2nd in
the adult race, won best adult boat design for their lifelike HMS Victory
complete with papier mâché pirate puppet who was given his own medal.
O’Reilly’s won the adult race for the fifth consecutive year and I am
sure that fellow cardboard constructors will be keen to learn the secret
to success.’
Second Princess of Miss Gibraltar 2014, Claire Nuñez, was on hand
to give out prizes, shields and medals, to include best adult fancy dress
for JP Haulage’s Mario Cart and the junior accolade for the 3rd Europa
Scouts. Best Titanic sinking went to Mean Machine 2. Aside from hosts
Ocean Village Marina, event sponsors came in the shape of the Ivy
Sports Bar, JP Haulage and the Bridge Bar & Grill. There was also an
array of prizes kindly donated by Sunborn’s Sky Restaurant, Dusk
Nightclub & Cocktail Terrace, Casino Admiral, Shanghai Gardens, SUP
specialists In2Adventures, the Bridge Bar & Grill, Pizza Express, the
Cuban, the Island Restaurant and O’Reilly’s Irish Pub.
Emilia finished ‘Boating aside, House of Bounce set up a bouncy
castle for the youngsters near Café Fresco and local sports recreation
company In2Adventures, led free stand up paddle taster sessions. A
couple of participants also decided to take the opportunity to jump on
the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge charity bandwagon with Claire Nuñez
generously offering to do the dousing. I’m sure we’ll be talking about
Saturday’s events for a long time to come, a truly great day.’
All proceeds went to the GBC Open Day and Prostate Cancer Support
Group.

International Canoe Federation

Best year yet for cardboard race?

Gibraltar’s Charity Cardboard Boat Race
The sixth edition of Gibraltar’s Charity Cardboard Boat Race
took place in Ocean Village Marina on Saturday 23rd August. Main

Sarah Drane

Olympic programme disquiet

An online poll of over 2,400 signatures opposed proposed changes to
the Olympic sprint programme, following loss of the men’s K2 200m
to make way for women’s C1 200m. Even if it is reinstated, another
men’s event will be lost, perhaps K2 1km, as part of a gender balancing
exercise. Some ICF board members object to their authority being
undermined by rank and file paddlers. The ICF propose slalom also
should have women’s C1 as an Olympic event.

Future championships

Tahiti is to host the 2015 ocean racing championships.
The club crew world dragon boat championships will be held in
Adelaide in August 2016.
There will be no less than six World Cup slaloms in 2016. Cunovo
will host the 2017 under 23 and junior world slalom championships.
In 2018 the Portguese will host the world marathon championships
at Prado-vilaverde and the world sprint championships at Montemoro-Velho.
The world polo championships will be held at Welland in 2018.

Artificial surfing venues

Bristol Wave Garden is due to open in 2015. In north Bristol,
handy for Patchway, Cribbs Causeway and Almondsbury, the M4/M5
interchange, it will be surrounded by gardens to make it attractive for
those not on the water, some of the Eden Project team having been
involved in its planning. The lake will be 300m long x 110m wide,
the wave being created by a foil pulled along the bottom. Instead of
lighting, the water will be made to glow. Fresh water will be used,
giving the potential for plant and animal problems. Wave skis and surf
kayaks will be permitted but not motorized craft. The charge will be in
the order of £15 - 18 per hour.
Another venue, Surf Snowdonia, is under construction and expected
to be completed next summer, perhaps more surprising as a venue
as such a facility needs a large group of potential users without easy
access to natural surf. The Welsh Government have put up £4,150,000
in funding to Conwy Adventure Leisure Ltd towards the cost of the
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project. Sited in a former aluminium works, it will have 2m waves,
changing rooms, leisure pool, restaurant, indoor play area, retail area,
reception and 100 pitch campsite.
The world’s largest indoor surf venue is at Nashua, New Hampshire,
using four 2.4m pumps running at 18m3/s, popular with board surfers
but getting mixed reactions from white water kayak paddlers, many of
whom prefer natural rivers.

Bournemouth reef restored

Europe’s first artificial reef at Boscombe has been reopened following
repairs. A boat propeller damaged some of the 55 giant sandbags and
caused them to shift. The manufacturers had gone into liquidation but
Bournemouth council had received two insurance payouts. Opposition
councillor Ben Grower was opposed to spending any money on repairs
and wanted the reef demolished.

Bantham village for sale

A group of cottages, a shop and a beach at Bantham were put on the
market at offers over £11,000,000. Some residents were concerned
at having a new landlord. It is a popular surfing venue, having hosted
paddle surfing competitions.

Canoeing’s richest event

The Payette River Games became the most lucrative event in
canoeing with over $100,000 in prizemoney for canoe, kayak and stand
up paddleboard competitors. This was in addition to free airport shuttles,
free camping, free T shirts, free beer and more.

Lifeguards back on track

The BCU Lifeguards’ ACM went ahead in October in Gloucester
with good support after the previous year’s meeting had been inquorate.
The 2014 national championships did not take place because of lack of
an organizer. The activities of the body are changing with less patrolling
but more support for events such as triathlons and long distance swims.
There is also the future prospect of flood rescue work.
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Back then
20 years ago
* At the world marathon championships in Amsterdam Steve and Andy Train discovered that two small
holes had been drilled in the bow of their C2 prior to the race, in which they took silver. While still a
junior, Anna Hemmings competed as a senior and was just outside the medals.
* Research showed the most dangerous place in a thunderstorm is 30m either side of the shoreline.
* Andy Jackson, Bridget Thomas and Andrew England were to undertake a one year white water world
tour.
* Oestrogens found in river water were leading to hermaphrodite fish.
* The BCU signed a members’ closed shop agreement on the Wye, a disputed public navigation.
* At their fifth birthday celebration, Lord Crickhowell called for the funding of his NRA to be reduced
while the Treasury wanted it increased.
* Argos were featuring canoeing prominently in their catalogue.
* Charles Willis complained that the BCU were charging for helmet approval but refusing to publish their
criteria and Dek Davie opposed a proposed Tour Leader’s Qualification.
* Diamond took over Wild-Water and Sunray GP but Wilderness Ways and Taunton Leisure pulled out of
canoeing.
* Spain’s first ever wave ski competition was held at Bakio.
* The Advanced Sea Kayak Club was to become the International Sea Kayak Association.
* Italian Marco Musico, who had crossed 100km from Sicily to Malta in 12 hours, was no longer paddling
alone but escorted on long trips after getting married.
* Rob Feloy produced his Njord 2 double sea kayak.
* The coastguard were facing a 20% cut in their funding and warned that the service would be decimated.
* Percy Blandford had written 109 books and 4,000 articles.

10 years ago
* Sean Morley finished his circumnavigation in one season of all the
inhabited British Isles except the Channel Islands.
* Deputy PM John Prestcott was offered Waveney Valley Canoe Club
membership after rescuing member Graham Cook on the Tryweryn.
* BW were about to restore the Spiers Wharf to Pinkston Basin section of
the Forth & Clyde Canal.
* The EA were looking for compulsory third party insurance and to
charge for regulation of all canoes, to be undertaken by the BCU.
* A mass demonstration weekend was planned at Llangollen to draw attention to the access situation on the
Dee.
* Douglas Caffyn explained how a series of errors by a bungling lawyer in 1830 had led to our access
problems.
* Dave Manby was stopped in Iran by the national canoeing coach, who invited British paddlers to visit,
particularly polo teams.
* Waterways Minister Alun Michael wrote that he did not believe there was much unmet demand for access.
* Participants in the Outer Hebrides Sea & Surf Symposium included Justine Curgenven and Freya Hoffmeister.
* The most dramatic incident ever at the national lifeguards championships involved a fiercely burning boat.

Do you know
Coastal craft

I spend a lot of time in north Norfolk in Wells-next-the-Sea and I am
keen to get on the water somehow. My first thought is a small dinghy/
tender which I’d keep in the local boatyard.
However, a pal suggested Canadian canoes, because they are portable.
I wondered what you thought of these for modest pottering around
creeks and harbours.
An alternative might be one of the various folding boats. These have
the advantage of being a bit bigger and taking a motor but perhaps a bit
less fun.
I’ve also thought of a sit on top surf type canoe for my other place,
the Gower peninsula.
Apologies for the very elementary nature of these vague thoughts but
any comments you have would be most gratefully received or simply
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suggesting some articles, videos or books that I should look at would
also be welcome.

Andrew Ockwell

Open canoes are great for families on sheltered water. They are not good for
the sea, where they stand a chance of getting swamped, unless all users have skill
in handling such conditions. Sit on tops are easier to store and are more robust if
they end up among the rocks. You can turn them over and scramble back on top
it they capsize. While performance on surf is well short of some craft, you can still
have a lot of fun. Motors are available for both open canoes and sit on tops but
that will not keep you fit! Sea kayaks would be a better bet if all participants are
able to use them.
I am not sure whether this is just for yourself or whether you have a family
and how old they are. Open canoes are great for youngsters, who can be placed
in the middle and taken around together. Once they get a little older and better
than you they may prefer other options where they have control.

CANOEIST November 2014

Developed from the guides in
Canoeist, this book is similar in
format to the best selling Canals of
Britain.
This comprehensive and
fascinating guide to Britain’s river
navigations explores routes known
and unknown, from world famous
rivers like the Thames and the
Severn to hidden backwaters like
the Wharfe, the Wissey and the Lark.
Along the way this absorbing survey
discovers the world’s largest castle,
hills that are actually below sea level,
mansions and palaces, rural idylls
and hubs of modern industry. It is an
attractive, inspiring but also practical
guide, featuring history and folklore,
engineering and architecture,
riverbank art and waterside pubs.
Beautiful photography captures the
stunning scenery and helpful maps
help link everything together.
Size A4
256 pages
49 maps
608 photographs
Soft cover
978 1 4729 0084 5
1st edition October 2013
Price £25.00

‘the reader senses the author has
actually boated the waterways
about which he writes. Virtually
all the photographs are his own,
many obviously taken from his
kayak; no mean feat... this is a
most enjoyable book which may
well inspire the reader to widen
their knowledge of Britain’s
river navigations.’ - Keith Goss,
Waterways World
‘He packs in miles of paddling,
and pages of travelogue info’ Rowan Mantell, Eastern Daily
Press
‘A comprehensive and practical
guide to Britain’s waterways with
stunning photography and useful
maps is a winning combination’ Gay Armstrong, Towpath Talk
CANOEIST November 2014

Developed from the guides in
Canoeist, this book is similar in format
to the best selling Canals of Britain.
Featured are the tidal sections of
rivers, estuaries, tideways, havens, sea
lochs, firths and kyles, an amazingly
varied range of waters.
Covering well known tidal rivers, the
picturesque, the industrial and small
rivers off the beaten track, this book
looks at the navigation aspects of waters
which often get overlooked, especially
if they have challenging conditions.Yet
they teem with wildlife, are steeped in
history, have dramatic engineering and
stunning architecture and are where
inland rivers morph into the open sea.
Of necessity they have been used by
invaders and traders since the mists
of time. Here there are history and
folklore, places of interest, waterside
pubs, villages, towns and cities and
navigation features from rapids and
weirs to vast open reaches of water,
from Carrick Roads to the Kyle of
Sutherland.
Size A4
304 pages
70 maps
716 photographs
Soft cover
978 1 4081 4656 9
1st edition January
2012

Based on the acclaimed canal guide series in
Canoeist, this is a comprehensive and absorbing
survey of Britain’s canal network and provides a
fascinating insight into the linked up waterways
as well as the isolated cuts and quiet waters
which may not be navigable by larger craft.
From Tiverton Basin on the Grand Western
Canal to the Beauly Firth at the end of the
Caledonian Canal, Br itain has a unique
canal network. Infinitely varied, it passes
picturesque open countryside, wild moorland,
coastal harbours, historic industrial buildings,
modern city centres, canalside public houses
and abundant wildlife. Every aspect of the
canals is examined, their construction, rich
history, stunning scenery, heritage, incredible
engineer ing, impressive architecture and
even their associated folkore, wildlife and art.
Enticing photographs give a flavour of each
place and places of interest close to the canals
are included.
This second edition is updated and
expanded, including additional canals
and featuring stunning new photography.
Packed with maps and fascinating text, it is
an attractive, inspiring and practical guide for
boaters, walkers, bikers, holidaymakers, riders
and everyone else who uses the canals and
towpaths throughout the year.

Size A4
336 pages
65 maps
1,026 photographs
Soft cover
978 1 4081 8195 9
2nd edition December 2012
Price £25.00

Price £25.00
Reviews of second edition:

‘New books on rivers keep surfacing
but here is an ambitious volume
that stands firmly on its own...
it transcends the conventional
temptation to be pigeonholed.’ - Peter
Faulkner, BBC Countryfile
‘as a reference book, it is unmatched’
- Kensington & Chlesea Today
‘there are some absolute gems to
be found in Fisher’s knowledgeable
and eclectic commentaries... an
interesting reference work for anyone
who enjoys paddling in or walking
alongside Britain’s great waterways.’ Lakeland Walker
‘this book thinks out of the box... an
impressive and colourful coffee table
read.’ - Stephen Sinfield, Burton Mail

‘A must for any waterway user’s bookcase...
fascinating and comprehensive... provides a
unique insight into the linked up waterways as
well as the isolated cuts and quiet waters which
may not be navigable by larger craft. Author
Stuart Fisher... passes on his unique fund of
knowledge in this excellent book.’ Gay Armstrong, Towpath Talk
‘not only covers all the main canals of the
navigable network but several isolated and
under-restoration routes of interest’ Canal Boat
‘this is no mere travelogue... there is much to
enjoy, notably some excellent photography and
a number of fascinating historical anecdotes Keith Goss, Waterways World
‘The saying that you can’t tell a book by its
cover is certainly not true in the case of...
Canals of Britain, a Comprehensive Guide,
for it genuinely lives up to its name... most
comprehensively and imaginatively illustrated.
As well as having photographs showing the
geographical locality, each chapter is illustrated
with pictures of points of special interest...
Stuart Fisher travelled each of the canals...
to reach less-accessible destinations, and...
has produced this extremely useful updated
version.’ - Elizabeth Rogers, Towpath Talk

Based on the acclaimed coastal guide
series, this is the book which has been most
often requested from Canoeist. The most
detailed boater’s guide available to the British
coast in a single volume, it is appropriate
for those making day trips as well as those
undertaking circumnavigations. Full of
sound and practical advice, it gives essential
guidance on aspects of safety and has an
exhaustive directory of useful information.
The text is fully illustrated with coloured
mapping and photographs. This is an
invaluable resource for anyone venturing out
onto Britain’s coastal waters.
Foreword by Sean Morley.
‘For anyone planning a small boat/kayak
journey, anywhere around the coastline of
Britain, I suggest this book is absolutely
essential reading.’
- Paul Caffyn, Sea Canoeist Newsletter.
‘Bigre, quel pavé!... Toute la Grande
Bretagne est là, à porteé de pagaie, plus
belle qu’on aurait pu le penser.’
- Canoë Kayak.
‘makes for absorbing reading.’ - Ceufad.
‘A good read for all those interested in
Britain’s long and varied coastline.’
- Dave Robertson, Scottish Paddler.
Size A4
357 pages
724 photographs
63 maps
Soft cover
0 85288 906 0
1st edition June 2006
Price £19.50

Parting shot

Kevin Pyne’s photograph was taken on the Dart, a reminder of the damp days of winter.

