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Editorial
MARATHON
February
7
Waterside, Pewsey
21
Waterside B, Newbury
21
Winter Time Trial, Linlithgow

H - Hasler ﬁnal qualiﬁer. K2 - no Div 1 K1. K1 - no Div 1/2 K2. L - long
course. S - short course. SK - sea kayak. SS - surf ski.

SAILING
21 - 23 Winter/AGM, OC, Peak District
P - Premier. 2 - Secondary. IC - International Canoe. OC - open canoe.

POLO
December
4
Coventry, 2S

4
Derby, 4C
4
Stockport, 4N
4
Dagenham, 4SE
4
Cheltenham, 4SW
11
Leeds, 2N
11
Luton, 3CSE
11
York, 3N
January
8
Derby, 2L
15
Leeds, 2N
15
Coventry, 2S
15
Stockport, 3N
15
Stratford Upon Avon, 4C
15
Dagenham, 4SE
15
Cheltenham, 4SW

INCIDENT FILE

Anglesey deaths

33 year old Simon Sait of Chester died in April after capsizing off
Traeth Mawr. Trearddur Bay lifeboat recovered him and he was airlifted
to hospital in Bangor where he died.
Just a little further up the coast, 53 year old Elizabeth Ashbee died
in August. A regular visitor to the area from Shrewsbury, she became
separated from the four other members of her group at Ynys Feirig off
Rhosneigr when strong northwesterly winds struck. The others thought
she had gone on ahead to raise assistance in the deteriorating conditions
as she was paddling strongly. She was using a polyethylene Avocet, which
the coastguard were surprised not to ﬁnd quickly. Wearing a drysuit and
buoyancy aid, she was located two days later on a routine ﬂight after an
extensive search had failed to ﬁnd her. She was off the Lleyn peninsula
by this time. She did not have ﬂares or VHF radio but the trip seemed
to have adequate safety provisions otherwise.

April river accidents

There were several fatal accidents in early April, two in Scotland.
Emily Parker, a 20 year old student from Doncaster, drowned on the
River Coe.
A 19 year old paddler from Cleveland was lost at Grandtully after a
seven hour rescue attempt failed to free him from a pinning, Grandtully
Slalom being cancelled as a mark of respect.
Two more paddlers drowned on the River Clodagh in Ireland after
getting into difﬁculties on a weir.
Roofracks
are still
falling off
gutterless
cars. We
found this
load by
the side of
the road
on Mull. It
had fallen
off a VW,
fortunately
not hitting
anyone.

Connah’s Quay drowning

A man, thought to be around 40, was drowned in Wepre Park,
Connah’s Quay, in mid November. He was believed to have been
practising his rolling in water which was approaching a metre deep.
Dogs near by were thought to have belonged to the paddler.
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22
22
22
22
29
29

Coventry, 1
Dagenham, 3CSE
Luton, 3CSW
Outer W, 3N
Stockport, 4C
Luton, 4SE

N - national teams. C - club teams. 1 - 5 divisions. ID - indoors. OD
- outdoors.

MISCELLANEOUS
January
7 - 16 Tullett Prebon London Boat Show
13 - 16 Outdoors Show, London
22 - 30 Boot Exhibition, Düsseldorf

Byde your time

Publisher contact
Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames,
Oxon OX14 4PE
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the editor or publishers.
References to waters do not necessarily imply that
access or passage is legally permitted or that they
are safe in all conditions. The editor and publishers
can not be held responsible for any omissions of
references to hazards from notes on these waters.
They do not necessarily support advertising claims
nor do they hold themselves responsible for
inadequacies in items of equipment reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is the not for proﬁt magazine of Paddlers
International and the International Sea Kayak
Association. Enquiries to governing bodies and
associations should be addressed to them at the
addresses to be found on the Classiﬁed page.

A Pom of the mug persuasion

Midsummer here and it is much like a Teesdale summer, the curate’s
egg, good in parts. Where I sit at my desk I have a great view of the
entrance to the marina, opposite side of road. This time of year boats
of all kinds go in and out, many kayaks, too. Old geezers should not be
parked in quiet bungalows tucked out of sight behind the churchyard;
they should see the main road and the trafﬁc of life.
Tonight Joan and I are invited out for a meal at Le Café on a
harbourside view that has probably won prizes. The pair from UK who
invited us are related to John Ramwell; they called at his suggestion a
couple of weeks ago and now they are returning their camper van to
Auckland whence they will take ﬂight for UK. En route they will be
here and we’ll chat about this and that, kayaks, canoes, of ships and shoes
and sealing wax, of cabbages and kings and why the sea is boiling hot
and whether pigs have wings.
There is a soothing of the soul when we ﬁnd, occasionally, that people
want to visit here, see us, and ﬁnd out if Alan and Joan are real. It helps
that we have a wide gravel drive which can accommodate 3 or 4 cars
and vans, a carport that has seen 6 sea kayaks taking shelter from the rain
and a sleep out for two which held six during a night of storm, couldn’t
pitch a tent in that; they’d have to catch it ﬁrst. I’ve been complimented
on our garage; it’s cosy when a tempest is at full whack.
I am treasurer of Probus here but after ﬁve years (hard) I am giving it
up with yips of joy. Once the word gets round that a Pom of the mug
persuasion is willing to be a treasurer, the offers arrive. As treasurer of
the Men’s Shed I keep count of quite a bit of loot; we have council
support.
A large shed was found and a committee was formed 18 months ago
to put it into useable condition. It needs rewiring. I copped that job,
too. Two other blokes built a kitchen for it, retired builders. Free from
pressure of time or reward, we can work at our own pace and produce
a useful result. Before long when the council is satisﬁed that the public
may use it we will run courses and offer facilities.
As there are lots of boats hereabouts they need trailers. We have an
ancient but working welder just waiting for cables to be wired up, my
job again. We sharpen knives, too. Surprising how many blunt knives
need attention. Garden furniture needs cleaning, joints made firm,
varnished, things like that, a service to the community. Tradesmen are
far too few and far to busy to do the odd jobs that odd job men do but
odd job men are frowned on as they don’t make proﬁts for government
or councils. I ﬁnd that the frown of authority no longer makes me quail
but, then, did it ever?

Alan Byde

CANOEIST December 2010

Cover: Ben Brown runs
the portage at Banyoles
on his way to becoming
world marathon champion.
Race coverage begins on
page 58. Catalunya also
ran the world wild racing
championships this year,
reported from page 69.

The ambition for many sports is to achieve Olympic status. I am not
so sure of the beneﬁts. True it gives us publicity on a few days every
four years from those who would otherwise ignore us altogether, with
extra cudos if the ﬁrst medal happens to come from canoeing as it did
last time, but I wonder how many people take up the sport longterm
as a result or whether it puts off families who anticipated canoeing as a
much more gentle pastime.
The relevant branches of canoeing
themselves find the media is more
important than the event and that
the preliminaries are arranged so that
only a few of the best are present,
those less skilled being pushed out in
qualiﬁcation long before the real event.
There are now two classes of
canoeing competition, the Olympic
sports which get most of the money
and can buy off the most able paddlers,
and the rest. This used to be seen in the Eastern Bloc as the extreme
example but we have since gone a long way down that road. Speaking
about her sponsorship, world WWR champion Jessica Oughton said
‘Since wild water canoeing is an amateur sport and not an Olympic
discipline, funding is always an issue. As a result, we rely greatly on our
families, not only for moral support but for also ferrying us and our
canoes from place to place and the sponsorship of companies such as
Lifeplan Products Limited to provide us with such crucial ﬁnancial
support.’
Even cities which host Olympics ﬁnd that visitor numbers and hotel
room occupancy decline overall as result of the event, just a shortage of
rooms while the Olympics are actually taking place.
Marathon is a branch of canoeing where the world championship
courses are becoming more like stretched 10km sprint races with an
artiﬁcial portage each time round. Competitors prefer variety and rivers
which go somewhere but it is easier for TV to stay in one place. The
media are more important than the competitors (and exceed them in
numbers at the Olympics).
The masters championships has run alongside the world
championships on an informal basis for several years with strong
support from British crews. Worcester Canoe Club have treated it as
an annual club outing and a number of other paddlers attend regularly.
Next year the championships will be in Singapore, the masters with full
world championships status for the ﬁrst time. Should we celebrate the
recognition now afforded to older racers, as has been given to juniors?
While it will be attractive to take that full world title the chances are
that the entry per country for each class will be limited. If masters are
taking part in the ofﬁcial world championships they might expect to be
full team members with transport, hotels, tracksuits and administrative
support provided. All of this will throw a great burden on the team
management, both administrative and ﬁnancial at a time when extra
ﬁnances are unlikely to be forthcoming. A more subtle change is that
competitors are likely to have to behave as formal team members rather
than groups of friends on club trips with spouses and kids, sightseeing,
evenings around the bar and other such pleasures.
Perhaps I have it wrong and the masters will continue to be second
class competitors, just receiving higher status medals. However it works
out, I wonder if the better medals will compensate for what will be lost.

Reaching
for the
stars

Stuart Fisher

ISKA statement

In 2004 John Ramwell wished to withdraw from the International
Sea Kayak Association which he had run for a number of years and
called for somebody to take it over. There were no offers. Consequently,
Canoeist agreed to take it on to prevent it from folding as nobody else
was willing to do so. By this time it included Paddlers International,
which John had taken over in similar fashion for similar reasons.
Previous ISKA members were contacted by us at the time, even if
not Canoeist readers, and invited to join, which many did. Both PI and
ISKA have been run since then by Canoeist, including much activity
in publishing and ﬁghting for the interests of paddlers but not running
tours and symposia, which are being done increasingly and successfully
by others.
It seems that pre-2004 ISKA members have been contacted recently
and invited to sign up with someone using the ISKA name and current
logo and suggesting donations be sent to him. This was done without

our knowledge or permission by someone who had not previously been
in contact with Canoeist (or with ISKA since 2004) and had shown no
interest in assisting in 2004. (Canoeist, ISKA and PI have been free of
charge since 2005 and remain so.)
The future direction of both PI and ISKA have been under discussion
this year and an announcement will be made in 2011 if and when
appropriate.
Obviously this does not prevent other people from setting up new
organizations under their own names if they wish but it does not permit
them unilaterally to take over organizations as they could have done
several years ago but didn’t.
This year we discovered that someone had hacked into John’s website
at some time and added a page saying that ISKA and Canoeist had closed
down and promoting a website instead.
We regret any confusion caused by these various activities.

Stuart Fisher
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Colin Speedie &
Swiss Shark Foundation

Waterfall crises

Rush Sturges broke
his back while running
the 24m Bonito Falls in
Argentina.
Erik Boomer walked
away from Quebec’s
30m Chutes de Magnan
with just a cut hand,
against all the odds.
3m below the top of
the fall he was knocked
sideways by the water
and was just a passenger
for the rest of the drop.

Canal
anniversaries

This has been a
signiﬁcant year for
leisure use of canals. It
is the centenary of Tom
Rolt, whose pioneering
travels led to the
recreational use of the
network. It is also the
40th anniversary of the
Waterways Recovery
Group, who have done
so much to restore
derelict canals for public
use.

Harry is 65, a former commercial/bush pilot. He built
his own canoe, to be auctioned after paddling Ullswater
both ways last August. He has had Parkinson’s Disease
since 2004, during which time he was very ill, but,
with the help of medication, his wife and support from
Parkinson’s UK, he was determined to do something
in return. He wanted to raise money for the Younger
Parkinson’s Network. He is adamant that exercise and
fresh air can be a great help when dealing with any
kind of illness or disease. He intended to help raise
awareness of the possible plight for young people being
diagnosed and to show those young people that life does
not need to stop upon diagnosis. In 2011 he is planning
to launch a greater challenge to all to spend a week
paddling around the Great Lakes (circumnavigating Lake
Superior) in Canada (from where Harry comes).

Jane McGrath

Christian Donoso and Mario Sepúlveda have been
to the top of the Antarctic Andes in a kayak expedition
from Portal Point, crossing the Plateau Herbert and
Blériot glacier and opening a new route between the
Antarctic Peninsula and the sea. This was their second
unsupported kayak expedition in the area, having also
undertaken such trips in Patagonia. Strong winds and
fog were major problems.
Richard Seed and colleague Malcolm have paddled
an inﬂatable double kayak from Hunstanton around the
coast to St Paul’s Cathedral in London to raise funds
for the Royal Air Force Association. The six day trip
was timed to ﬁnish at the Battle of Britain celebrations.
Before they started they were allowed a stand at the
Clacton air show and they were assisted along the way
by support drivers and by hotels which offered them
free accommodation. At one point they were joined by
at least 64 seals which swam with them and splashed
them.
Norn Hann has paddled 385km through Canada’s
Great Bear Rainforest on a stand up board in order to
protest about a planned oil pipeline.
Eila Wilkinson of Holyhead discovered that Sonja
Ewen of Dublin, like herself, was planning a solo
circumnavigation of Ireland so the pair decided to
paddle together. However, Sonja became ill during the
trip, leaving Eila to ﬁnish alone.
Marcus Demuth and James Bonnell have each
undertaken solo sea kayak trips round Britain this year,
the ﬁrst successful circumnavigations since 2005. James’
trip from Falmouth raised over £10,000 for charity
despite having his driver leaving part way round kayak

More otters

SNH report that otters
are now found in 92%
of Scotland compared
with only 57% in 1979.
While the statistic has
rather vague wording, it
does indicate signiﬁcant
spread. A beneﬁt is that
they compete with mink
but do not take water
voles, which are also
recovering as a result.
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and his kit stolen in north Wales, being recovered a few
days later. Marcus set a solo record time of 81 days from
Skegness for the 4,088km trip.
Aleksander Doba is crossing the Atlantic from Dakar
in Senegal to Fortaleza in Brazil, a 3,300km journey
which he expects to take three months. An unusual
feature of the kayak, apart from carrying 120l of fresh
water, is what looks like a large anti roll cage over the
top, supporting a solar panel. The whole thing can be
shut in if bad weather requires it.
Phill Cowley has paddled 332km from Cleethorpes
to Bootle in 15 days, raising £1,500 for the Alzheimer’s
Research Trust. At one time he had to stop because of
force 9 headwinds.
Justin Hansen suffers from Crohn’s disease and has
had most of his digestive system removed. To draw
attention to the condition he paddled 390km from
Hope Hospital in Salford to St Mark’s Hospital in
Harrow with four friends in the Gutless Kayaking
Adventure. Justin’s digestive system was able to handle a
number of pub stops and the occasional curry, however.
The journey collected over £17,000 for St Mark’s
Hospital Foundation.
Two pairs of canoe paddlers have undertaken a three
month journey down the Eg and Selenge from Lake
Hovsgol in Mongolia to Lake Baikal. The 2,000km trip
produced fast currents and frequent hidden strainers
rather than rapids. Local hospitality was generous, not
least with the vodka.
Next year Sarah Outen is to begin circling the
globe by kayak, rowing boat and cycle, having already
made some major ocean crossings as a rower. Justine
Curgenven will join her for kayak legs across the
Channel and from Russia to Sakhalin and then on to
Japan. They took on Menorca as a warm up session.
Justine will also be attempting to circumnavigate
Tierra del Fuego in January and February with Barry
Shaw. The island has 1,600km of coastline and suffers
from strong winds, 10m tides and large surf waves on
the east coast. They will start in Punta Arenas, travelling
clockwise.
Stuart Truman is circumnavigating his native Australia.
He has had some problems with heat exhaustion and
tendonitis plus the odd swim, the sort of mishaps which
occur on such a major trip.
The Thames River Challenge took Tony McMurray
of Towcester from Thames Head to Sheerness, initially
on foot but mostly by kayak. He was attempting to
raise £2,000 for the Northamptonshire branches of
the Alzheimers Society and Coeliac UK to add to the
£24,000 he has raised with climbing, running and
cycling events in previous years.
Ten Royal Marines were kitted out by Ultra Sport
and Bic to follow the route of the Gironde raid of 1942,
Ian Hargreaves

Two areas of the
Scottish west coast
have been found to be
hotspots for basking
sharks, Gunna Sound
between Coll and Tiree
and the waters around
Canna and Hyskeir.
Recordings show
four times as many as
anywhere else in the
UK. They are thought to
be courtship areas with
breaching and other
activity which is likely
to result in attention not
being paid to small craft
so it would pay not to
get too close.

Trips

Sue Armstrong

Shark hotspots

in somewhat warmer conditions, 150km of paddling
followed by 160km of cycling the escape route. The
object was to raise £60,000 for Help for Heroes and the
RNLI.
After two previous challenges have failed, the Río
Haullaga’s Pongo de Aguirre gorge is again being
tackled. A US team are attempting what is believed
to be the last signiﬁcant Amazon tributary to be run,
dropping 1.2km in its 160km length.
Paddling 15km off Santa Catalina Island, off Los
Angeles, Sean Morley was harassed by a shark for about
5 minutes as it repeatedly bumped his kayak although
it did not try to bite. He eventually got rid of it by
throwing in a half eaten Power Bar and a handful of
wrappers.
Adventure Plus work with vulnerable young
adults. Being based in Witney allows them to call on
the support of their local MP, David Cameron. Their
marathon canoe challenge this year saw plenty of press
and radio coverage and they are to undertake another
next year with a 210km 6 day paddle down the Thames
from Witney to Westminster, starting on April 11th.
Witney is actually on a tributary of the Thames, the
Windrush.
John Fitzgerald is planning a 400km trip down the
length of the Shannon with his Labrador, Reef. He will
be raising funds for the RNLI and will try out various
forms of motive power, paddling, poling, sailing and
being towed by his dog, no doubt harnessed with a
Reef knot.

Glasgow canoe facility

The Pinkston project at Port Dundas on the Glasgow
branch of the Forth & Clyde Canal is looking positive
with BW and the city council keen to develop a canoe
centre close to the middle of the city. A clean water pool
for international standard polo, storage and car parking
are certain and Andy Watt is hoping for a medium sized
artiﬁcial white water course to be designed by Andy
Laird. Changing and toilet facilities will be available for
centre users and for canal boaters. At present a 2m bank
of material across the entrance to the terminal basin
is preventing powered craft from entering despite an
expensive drop lock having been built under the M8
and another road in order to reach it. Presumably the
impasse will be resolved with time.

Out of date ﬂares

Out of date flares, also known as time expired
pyrotechnics, can no longer be taken to police stations
as there may not be proper storage for them. Instead,
they should be taken to one of 18 Martime Rescue
Coordination Centres around the coast, which may
have limited opening times, details being given on
www.mcga.gov.uk. The list is given as Milford Haven,
Holyhead, Liverpool, Belfast, Girvan, Stornoway,
Shetland, Inverness, Cruden Bay, Forth, Humber, North
Norfolk, Thames, Dover, Solent, Poole, Brixham and
Falmouth. The EA consider ﬂares to be decommissioned
explosives under the Waste Framework Directive and so
subject to a whole range of legislation. About 70% of old
ﬂares already end up at these 18 venues but withdrawal
of the police venues means that many more ﬂares will
now be disposed of less responsibly. In the past we have
taken ours to the local police station but are now faced
with a 200km round trip.

to be paddled when the cover
with its opening turret was not
in use. It would also hold rubber
boats in which to tow additional
members up to a total party of 32.
The trip began with problems in
the heavy seas off Thorshavn and
with a collision with a whale off
Bergen. Presumably someone made
an executive decision that getting
novices out of the water into a kayak and then having
them handle unfamiliar equipment in open ocean
conditions was not guaranteed to be successful.
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The Royal Marines returned to the Gironde.

Search and rescue
helicopter bases will be
operated by the Solteria
Consortium, including
current contractor
CHC, for a period of
two or three decades
from 2012. Their black
and orange Sikorsky
S92s will replace the
yellow Sea Kings, now
reaching the end of
their service life.

Canoe trail gets
mixed response

A Great Glen canoe trail, Scotland’s ﬁrst, is to be set
up, a £600,000 project to have informal campsites with
open side shelters, ﬁre pits, composting toilets and low
level pontoons at take outs. However, the idea has met
a mixed response, some questioning the need to mark
a canal or the effective dumbing down of this popular
route, used by some 2,500 paddlers each year. While
some are concerned that there could be a repeat of
the EA’s excessive street furniture approach to rivers
further south, perhaps it is not out of order to have the
occasional long distance route marked to make it easier
for the less experienced. After all, those wanting to get
off the beaten track completely do not have far to go to
do so in Scotland.

Broads rebranding

The Broads have been rebranded as Britain’s Magical
Waterland, the intention being to get away from what
has been claimed to be a jaded image of a boating
area and to pitch the area as a green tourist destination
with walking, cycling, angling and wildlife encounters
equally important. The Broads Authority have long
been keen to promote green businesses and note that
60% of tourists would prefer a green holiday, other
things being equal. European funding of E500,000
over the next three years will help green projects in
the Broads. Promoting Sustainable Tourism in Estuary
Parks, the BA will exchange ideas with the Biesbosch
national park in the Netherlands and the Kruibeke
area of the Schelde estuary in Belgium. The funding in
the Broads will help improve visitor and interpretive
facilities between Ludham Bridge and How Hill on
the River Ant, promote the Green Tourism Business

Maybe not

Phill Cowley paddled across northern England.

SARH services

Between the wars Kai PlessSchmidt undertook a 9 day 600km
trip from the Faeroes to Bergen to show how kayaks
could be used for self rescue from ditched aircraft.
His kayak could hold three people and was equipped
with a sail and twin outboards, as well as being able
CANOEIST December 2010

Starkell injured
in ﬁre
Don Starkell’s book
Paddle to the Amazon
about a 20,000km
journey was published
in 1989, the world’s
longest ever canoe
journey at the time.
Now 77, the explorer
has been seriously
injured in a house ﬁre.

Volcano
damage in
Iceland

The Icelandic volcano
which disrupted
European ﬂights with
its ash was below the
Eyjafjallajökull glacier.
Meltwater from the
glacier ﬂooded the
Markarﬂjot River and
cut the adjacent road in
several places.

Grants for
Thames projects
The Waterways
Trust Thames Appeal,
supported by the EA, is
making grants available
to smaller community
groups and clubs for
projects involving
environmental activity,
education and access
on and near the
Thames. The intention
is to encourage more
people to make use of
the river. Applications
can be made to
February 2011. Details
are available at www.
thewaterwaystrust.org.
uk/grants/.
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Licence fees

BW increased their
licence fees by 1%
in August. They will
increase by a further
5.1% + VAT in April and
increases will be 2%
above inﬂation in 2012
and 2013. A prompt
payment discount
of 10% remains but
there will be a £7.50
surcharge for paying by
credit card.
BA canoe licences
are to increase by 2.5%
to £28.08. This has
been reduced from a
proposed 6% because
of the state of the
economy.

Water music is
good for you

Research by Essex
University has shown
that ﬁve minutes of
exercise a day improves
self esteem and mood.
This is particularly the
case when carried out
in the vicinity of water.
So why do so many
anglers look miserable?
Researchers in
Australia have found
that endurance is
increased by up to
15% when performing
to music of a suitable
tempo. The music
lowers the apparent
effort, particularly for
women.
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Professor Matthew
Aitken Clark

Scheme and provide most of the new website, www.
enjoythebroads.com. A World Heritage status bid is
also being considered by the BA, to join the present 28
venues in the UK or 890 worldwide. Chief executive
John Packman says they already meet three of the ten
criteria used for bids. Management plans and surveys
in existence would reduce considerably the cost of
such a submission and subsequent management if
successful. The BA are keen to promote their work.
Environmentally friendly activities such as sailing,
canoeing and walking are positively promoted in this
park. Ranger Holly Berwick said ‘If children don’t
personally experience the wonder of these rare habitats,
where will they ﬁnd inspiration to protect them for
future generations?’
Sir Peter Dixon has been appointed a member of
the Broads Authority. A local resident with a canoe and
several larger boats on Hickling Broad, he is also an
ornithologist and calls for the various interests to work
together instead of shooting at each other. He has run
various property, industrial and banking bodies.
Professor Matthew Aitken Clark, the first chief
executive from 1979 to 2001, died this year. He was
keen to promote sustainable recreation and supported
canoeing on the Broads with enthusiasm.

Lost nautical bills

Two nautical bills were lost with the dissolution of
Parliament ahead of the General Election.
The Marine Navigation Aids Bill proposed setting up
a Marine Navigation Aids Commission to be responsible
for the operation of all navigation aids in UK waters and
collection of lighthouse dues. A similar bill with the
same name failed to progress in the 2008/9 session of
Parliament. The bill would have required MPs to have
been convinced of the desirability of having a new body
to oversee or replace the likes of Trinity House and the
Northern Lighthouse Board, with their centuries of
experience.
Also lost was a bill amending the 2005 Merchant
Shipping (Accident Reporting & Investigation)
Regulations to force shipping companies and port
operators to comply with recommendations made by
the Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents and of the
Marine Accident Investigation Branch. The MIAB’s
excellent Safety Digest, which includes reports of
small craft accidents and the lessons to be drawn from
them, is essential reading for those who go to sea. This

101 uses for a dead canoe: those do look
suspiciously like paddle blades attached to some of
the spokes.

Robin Oakley

Keeping the show
on the road

Were the wide gangways at the Tullett Prebon
London Boat Show at ExCeL so that all the cars and
motorbikes could race round once the boating types had
gone home? To be fair, if they are what it takes to keep
the show going then we shouldn’t complain.
In 2011 the Outdoors Show will move to ExCeL
over 13 - 16th Jan. This is at the end of the Boat Show,
which starts on 7th. The exhibition centre has a new
hall, allowing for the change.
Johnston Press are to run the Outdoor Pursuits
Scotland Show in Edinburgh’s Royal Highland Centre
on Apr 2nd/3rd. Water will be one of the ﬁve activity
zones. Family tickets cost £16 if bought in advance,
£20 on the gate.
The Keswick Mountain Festival over May 18th 22nd will provide more hands on paddles. Shearwater
will offer a River Journey by Canoe or Kayak and there
will be an opportunity to try Derwent Water by Open
Canoe.

Thames safety advice

The Port of London Authority and EA are working
together to provide safety advice for users of the Thames.
The PLA suggest that the river gives a unique view of
the capital but is one of the most challenging sections
of water in the country because of the large tidal range,
strong currents, many bridges and other obstructions
with heavy traffic. Boaters need to check schedules,
tide times and emergency procedures. Last year there
were several incidents involving boaters inadequately
prepared. The new website www.boatingonthethames.
co.uk has ﬁlms about the regulations and warning signs,
an interactive map and news updates.

AALA to be closed?

Chr istopher Chope (Con, Chr istchurch) has
presented the Activity Centres (Young Persons’
Safety)(Amendment) Bill which wishes to abolish the
Adventure Activities Licensing Authority. Canoeing and
other outdoor centres training under 18s currently need
to be inspected at their own expense by the AALA.

To many, Peter Knowles is known by his nickname,
Green Slime, even if they don’t know why. Colleague
Andy Watt has ﬁlmed this stunning sequence of an
attack on a Dalek, perhaps something to do with
the fact that Andy’s kids have reached a certain age.
Dave Manby suggests that it is more likely that a
Dalek ate Slime and died.
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Raft record

A team of 20 paddlers, mostly from GB’s senior
mixed dragon boat team, have set a new world
record distance of 175.6km in 24 hours, adding
7km to the previous record. The Derwent Water
venue caused problems with a three hour delay at
the start because of high winds, made more difﬁcult
by local ferries which did not cut their washes. For
the paddlers the biggest problem was sitting in
one place rather than exercising legs as would be
the case on a long marathon race with portages.
Four helms shared the steering. The record attempt
raised funds for the East Anglian Air Ambulance, the
Alzheimers Society, the Steve Prescott Foundation
and for clubs for the 10th world dragon boat
championships in Tampa Bay in 2011.

Isis, a waterside regeneration partnership set up by
BW to develop the remaining part of the Brentford
canal warehouse area on the Grand Union Canal,
is offering a temporary base to Edge Progressive
Paddling. As part of BW’s launch of the scheme the
club held a come and try it session for local schools.
The AALA was set up following the 1993 Lyme Bay
tragedy when four Plymouth school pupils died while
under canoeing instruction. The centre owner received
an 18 month jail sentence and the centre received a ﬁne
equivalent to most of its assets, closing it down, both of
these under legislation already in place. The sentences
probably did more to ensure high standards than the
subsequent inspection of centres, which had often been
run by small groups of specialist enthusiasts with limited
ﬁnancial resources. Being a Private Member’s Bill, it is
likely to run out of Parliamentary time.
A further Private Member’s Bill by Jonathan Lord
proposes to change the Football Licensing Authority,
which licences league and international football grounds
in England and Wales, to the Sports Grounds Safety
Authority. However, for other sports it would only offer
safety advice.

Charity problems

The Nancy Oldﬁeld Trust, based at Neatishead off
Barton Broad, offers disadvantaged adults and youngsters
a chance to get aﬂoat in a variety of craft. Each year it
costs some £160,000 to run but the costs are climbing

steadily. Donations are hit by recessions, fuel bills increase
and governments bring in new policies. Changes in care
budgets mean that it will be harder to get together large
groups of similar people but smaller groups with varied
needs cannot be mixed. The charity relies heavily on
some 40 volunteers. When Bishop Herbert Masonic
Lodge of Norwich handed over a cheque for £3,500
they were taken on a boat trip to view the facilities and
some members immediately signed up as volunteers
themselves.

EC imposes glassﬁbre tax

Despite opposition from various European countries,
the EC have imposed a 43.6% tax on Chinese glassﬁbre
materials as an anti dumping measure. This has been
done without reference to the European marine
industry, who often rely on the materials. The BMF are
ﬁghting for the decision to be reversed.

IWA fund buoyancy aids

The Chiltern Branch of the IWA have donated £650
to Woodrow High House in Amersham to purchase 16
buoyancy aids. The residential holiday home is run by
the London Federation of Youth Clubs and provides
holidays for physically and mentally handicapped,
disadvantaged and able bodied youngsters. The canoeing
programme begins with inflatables in the pool and
builds up to a 160km canal and river challenge.

Guida

Users of the Nene
are being targeted by
the EA in a crackdown
on boaters. Each boat
must be licensed and
numbers must be
displayed. Inspectors
are patrolling to catch
unregistered boats
which risk £1,000
ﬁnes. Speed checks
are also being carried
out at Peterborough,
which could result in
prosecution or craft
being seized and
removed from the river.

Sir Peter Dixon

is not the same thing as allowing the sound advice
contained in it to be replaced with regulations. Good
practice and corporate liability for failure to comply
when appropriate should be enough. The Maritime &
Coastguard Agency’s 2003 Inland Waters Small Passenger
Boat Code (May 03, p8) with 48 pages of often-absurd
rules should act as a reminder of what can go wrong if
producing new legislation is made too easy, as should the
legally enforceable and costly but inﬂexible European
Standards which have replaced the good practice
guidance of British Standards.

Andy Watt photographs

EA crackdown

Bill Smith

A total of £3,800,000
of work is due for
completion on the
Thames by the end of
March, affecting 18
structures. Hurley will
get new toilet facilities,
as will Shiplake,
Chertsey and Sunbury,
and the boat rollers
at Sunbury will be
upgraded.

Clare Weller

Thames work

Despite miserable
weather, over 1,700
paddlers rafted up
together for 30 seconds
on the Allegheny
River. The organizers
chose to set this new
world record on UN
World Environment
Day to draw attention
to recreational use of
Pittsburgh’s rivers.

Fast medical
information

If you travel and have
specialist medication
requirements you might
consider a new website,
www.itsmymedication.
com. You place on it
any information you
want to be available to
rescuers and you carry
a plastic card in your
wallet and/or a pendant
with photo and advice
on how to retrieve the
information. It could
be information which
can make the difference
between life and death.

Royal Canal
reopened

Ireland’s Royal Canal
has been reopened
fully from Dublin to
the River Shannon.
A 36 year restoration
campaign has seen the
need to raise bridges
which had been
lowered and to rewater
dry sections.

Inﬂammatory
treatment

A usual procedure is
to treat inﬂammation
with anti inﬂammatory
drugs or ice packs to
assist healing. However,
new research suggests
that inﬂammation might
be part of the healing
process so preventing it
might have a negative
effect.

BMF lobby
politicians

The BMF’s Boating
Alliance, which
includes the BCU, have
taken stand space at the
party conferences of the
three political parties in
Westminster. Boating
holidays, fuel and the
future of BW were
topics discussed with
leading politicians.
This photograph was taken on a Noukhada course Ian Ganderton was running in Abu Dhabi. It was only
when the photos were processed the next day that the giant ray was spotted in the background.
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Power camping
at Grandtully

Canoe camping
isn’t what it was.
The SCA’s Grandtully
campsite now has
power sockets installed
so that caravans and
campervans can run
their electrics. Use
needs to be booked
in advance so that
pillars can be switched
on individually when
required.

Lawrence
of Oxford

Trill Mill Stream is
part of Oxford’s network
of rivers, ﬂowing
partially underground.
Apparently the ﬁrst
person to paddle it was
T E Lawrence in 1908,
better known for his
Arabian activity.

Anabel Alford photographs

The collapse of the
railway bridge across
the Broadmeadow
estuary in Ireland
has been blamed
on the ignorance of
engineers who did not
understand the nature
of the structure. A week
earlier a warning had
been given by Malahide
Sea Scout paddlers who
were concerned about
changes to the weir
beneath the bridge.
Engineers inspected
the structure and gave
it the all clear before it
collapsed.

Mario Bettella

Canoeists knew
better than
engineers

Atlantis is an exhibition at Mayfair’s Maas Gallery
over Mar 23rd - Apr 2nd. Sarah Adams features
the north Cornwall coast near Padstow, paddling
by kayak with her dog, Fluke, to reach the
parts other artists cannot reach. This is her third
exhibition with 40 pictures on display. She uses
direct observation rather than photography. Back
in her studio she works up her pencil and oil
sketches to canvases which can be over 2m wide,
spending several months revising and reworking
them. Seeing the cliffs freshly exposed with their minerals, lichens, weeds, barnacles,
pools and sands as the tide drops is something
which can only be done from the water. If these
pictures do not speak to you then you have never
been there. Shown is Carnewas I, near Trenance. Go
along and see for yourself.
Decline in interest in horsedrawn boat trips on the
Grand Western Canal at Tiverton has led to a rethink
on business. Hire craft are being promoted instead,
including a ﬂeet of open canoes.
Oh white water canoeist do tell how
Do you do
Out in the wild river water
The things that you do?

Canoes replace
horses at Tiverton

Build a
west Greenland kayak

The Boat Building Academy at Lyme Regis are
running a West Greenland Kayak Building Course at
Musbury from 6th to 15th Jul. The £1,950 fee includes
accommodation, meals, instruction, use of tools and the
kayak and paddle you make to take away at the end of
the course. The kayaks use wooden dowels and synthetic
sinew rather than glue or metal. [01297 445545]

UP THE CREEK

Abhorrent torrents
Because I saw you out in
Those abhorrent torrents today
Which you read like a child’s book
As it ran in full spate
Along its wild embanked course before
Going madly on its way.
You rolled and you pitch poled
Within it with the greatest of ease
And then ran on with it
Right over the waves and boulders
So to take rest in the eddies.
Now I am not a canoeist
And I get depressed by the onset rain
But folk such as you never
Seem happier then when you can
Swop your ofﬁce or workshop
For the rising rushing wild river again!
All of which leaves me, when
I see you and your mates
Out on the river, when it is full spate,
Wondering how on Earth do you
Learn to do what you seem to do
So very well most certainly of late!

Like the late winter fog, the plot thickened, obscuring all meaning, but then a
shiver ran down Rudolph’s spine; a distant memory had returned...
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Kevin Pyne. To three canoeists to whom his

partner and he were chatting by the Dart one Monday
midmorning in November.

John
Brand
1931 - 2009

John Brand was a man with many interests, an
architect by profession, spending his working life in
the service of Essex County Council and Colchester
Borough Council where his sense of social and moral
standards found expression along with his architectural
expertise in the public arena of schools, libraries, housing
etc.
An early involvement with the Scouting movement
instilled a love of the outdoors which he carried with
him into his adult interests of backpacking, camping,
cycling, jogging, swimming, mountain biking and
canoeing; indeed, he and his wife, Stella, spent a delayed
honeymoon paddling from Colchester to Maldon.
Although actively involved with more than one local
canoe club where he competed successfully in their
racing events, John also developed a keen interest in the
skin covered kayaks and baidarkas of the Inuit and Aleut
peoples and it was in this respect that our paths met.
This interest was inspired by an article written by the
late John D Heath, then resident in Seattle, in the August
1961 issue of the magazine of the American White Water
Afﬁliation, of which I was then a member. John Heath
was to become a well respected expert on the skin craft
of the Arctic and was revered by the paddlers in west
Greenland who christened him Granddad. The two
became friends, corresponding regularly, and through that
exchange ‘our’ John made contacts with other enthusiasts
sharing similar interests, like David Zimmerly and
Eugene Arima in Canada, Harvey Golden in the US of
A, Hugh Collins in Sweden, H C Peterson in Greenland,
Lars Harshfeldt in Germany and Wolfgang Brinck.
In 1959 a Scottish student, Kenneth Taylor, brought a
sealskin covered kayak to Scotland from west Greenland
and my ﬁrst rather basic drawing of that craft became the
ﬁrst plan in Project Eskimo, an undertaking intending to
publish plans and information on all the skin-on-frame
craft of Arctic origin extant in Great Britain at the time.
Although a number of people contributed to the project,
those most closely involved were Brian Skilling,
the founder, editor and publisher of Canoeing
Magazine, through which the information would
be disseminated, Charles Ranshaw and, most
importantly, John Brand. Why was John so
important? Well, although a number of people
assisted in the kayak surveys, it was John who
took the data and converted it into a plan,
representing what he considered would have
been the shape of the craft before it suffered the
contortions inflicted by inappropriate storage
conditions etc. Such an exercise involved both
substantial skill and knowledge, not to mention time and effort. The
visual quality of the ﬁnished product reﬂected John’s considerable
drafting skill and architectural background.
Apart from John’s involvement in surveying, recording and drafting
the lines of Arctic craft, he built replicas for his own use and he was
the ﬁrst of whom I know in this country to build and paddle a replica
Aleut baidarka, the Greenland kayak being more popular here. John
thought very highly of the Aluet model and considered it undervalued
in the United Kingdom, a view gaining in prominence today.
Later John extended his surveying activities to Europe, assisted by
Stella, and was to publish much of his research in the three volumes
of The Little Kayak Book, utilizing an unusually long landscape format
which was well suited to the kayaks plans contained therein. The ﬁrst
of these was professionally printed while the last two were composed
entirely of John’s beautifully handwritten text, drawings and sketches.
These unique books are much sought after by skin-on-frame enthusiasts
today.
While I knew John for many years, corresponded on occasion and
spoke on the telephone, I only actually met him once. That was at
the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, at a symposium on the
History of Canoeing, organized jointly by the Museum and the British
Canoe Union, at which both he and John Heath gave presentations.
John Heath, who was a personal friend of me for some forty years,
told me at the time that he was really there in support of John Brand’s

presentation and the work he was doing in recording the Arctic skinon-frame extant in Great Britain. Such was Granddad’s respect for his
English counterpart.
There is no doubt that John Brand made a tremendous contribution
to the study of skin-on-frame craft. Unfortunately, in many respects
he was a man before his time. British interest in Arctic skin-on-frame
craft has lagged behind that shown in other European countries and in
the Americas. His efforts to establish a Kayak Research Group in the
early 1980s did not get the support it deserved, with very few coming
forward to support the valuable work in which he was engaged. This
was most frustrating and he did lose interest in the end. Had he been
forty years younger, undoubtedly he would have had the support of
the growing number of enthusiasts who are building replicas of the
whole range of Arctic craft in these islands today. To them the legacy
of information in his Little Kayak Books is a truly valuable source of
information through which he will be remembered for a considerable
time and justiﬁably so!
John died on Wednesday 9th December 2009 after a long battle with
Alzheimer’s and is survived by Stella, his wife for ﬁfty ﬁve years, his son,
Russell, and daughter, Carna.
Duncan R Winning, Hon President of the Scottish Canoe Association

Willy Wijdekop somewhere between Devizes and Westminster.

Willy Wijdekop

A large Dutchman with a sometimes stentorian voice, Willy Wijdekop
died in February from liver cancer. Although he had competed in the
Devizes to Westminster Race and Liffey Descent and daughter Nanette
had been in the Dutch team he was better known as a photographer.
He attended all the world marathon and sprint championships and
supplied high quality photographs to paddlers of many nations.

Stuart Fisher

Giles Higgitt

Giles Higgitt, the manager of the Pirate Castle canal centre in
Camden, has died. He had recently overseen an extension to the centre.
He was noted as someone who would listen to all and spent a lot of
time on the water with youngsters in kayaks. He took many children
away from less attractive forms of recreation in the heart of London and
was referred to as the Diamond Geezer.

John Young

The genial John Young died of cancer in September. An original
life member and former president of the SCA, he had been a sprint
and marathon racer. He was a regular participant in sea kayak tours,
acquiring the nickname Captain Birdseye with his white beard, and I
recall bumping into him on one of the tours when landing at Crail a
few years back. He was the father of former slalom team C2 paddler
Jock.

Ron Mather

Prominent Scottish west coast sea kayak paddler and touring and
access official Ron Mather has died. He did much to encourage
youngsters.

Robert Anderson

Robert Anderson has died in his centenary year. Touring on rivers
and on the Scottish west coast were only part of his activities, having
been a youth runner, an early member of the SNP, a leading carpet
designer and having taken part in the ﬁrst mountain rescue.

CANOEIST December 2010

11

Jones steps
down

An Enclosure Act
for the sea?
Anmdy Cummins

Tywyn farmer John
Lloyd Jones has retired
as chairman of the
Countryside Council
for Wales. Amongst his
tasks was running of the
Tir Gofal agroeconomy
scheme which provided
public funding to
thousands of Welsh
farmers for providing
access, amongst other
issues. The scheme did
not provide a single
metre of river access.
He has been replaced
by Morgan Parry, who
has had many years
working with WWF and
said ‘it is crucial that
CCW glavanizes wide
support for its work.’

Braan scheme
rejected

The proposal to
dam the Braan for
hydroelectric power
has been defeated by a
strong SCA campaign
in which many people
took part. The success
also preserves the Falls
of Braan tourist spot.
Other bodies opposing
the plan were Sport
Scotland and the
Scottish Environmental
Protection Agency.
Congratulations to
the many people who
opposed nPower and
their misleading ﬁgures
in a campaign initiated
by Andy Jackson and
which has taken six
years, including a
public inquiry.

Double beneﬁts
for Scottish
wildlife
SNH note that those
who run sea kayak
and other tours for the
public are well placed
to gather information
of value to scientists.
In turn, they can feed
back information on
whales, seals, dolphins,
basking sharks and
seabirds to visitors. This
contrasts completely
with the line taken
further south where
the public are forced
to keep away from
wildlife, about which
the environmental
authorities are often
woefully ill informed.
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The photograph shows Surfers Again Sewage activists
making themselves noticed outside Holyrood in relation
to the Scottish Marine Bill, since enacted. They were
successful in getting recreational users included in the
Regional Planning Partnerships preparing the legislation.
Well done to them but why were their efforts necessary?
Why was recreation not included as a matter of course?
South of the border the passing of the Marine
Act has opened up all sorts of opportunities for
environmentalists. Attending two symposia on the
subject run by the Countryside Council for Wales in
Gwynedd, ISKA found that recreational users of the sea
were heavily outnumbered by environmental interests.
Not to worry, we were told. All recreational users would
be kept fully informed by a comprehensive website
which would have everything from where the lesser
spotted sea slug is to be found to where to buy a cup
of coffee. How would the public learn about it? ISKA
asked whether there were corresponding websites for
other such groups around the coast. The experts didn’t
know.
Surfers Against Sewage later advised Canoeist about
Finding Sanctuary in the southwest of England
following the Marine Act. Their system for disseminating
information to the affected media and public left a bit to
be desired although they did inform the Economist and
the Big Issue.
Joana Smith of Finding Sanctuary revealed that there
were further groups, Balanced Seas in the southeast
of England and Net Gain in the North Sea as well
as the Irish Sea Conservation Zones with their own
websites. We wondered which would be ﬁrst to visit the
Birmingham Navy.
The Finding Sanctuary website said they were
‘particularly keen to hear from kayakers, jetskiers,
kitesurfers, windsurfers and surfers as these groups are
currently underrepresented.’ It seemed hardly surprising.
Finding Sanctuary were going round talking to clubs
in the West Country, perhaps picking up those using
marinas or moorings. The missing people were those
who take their kit back to their cars and go home, often
out of the region. These are a large part of the public
user base with no need to join clubs and afﬁliations any
more then if they are going walking.
The aim was to produce a comprehensive map
showing what activities happen where. Would it work,
even if all users were contacted? Any serious guide
to surf breaks will omit certain secret spots. If you
don’t want even your peers to know of your special

place are you going to tell Finding Sanctuary so that
it can be marked on the map as an invitation for every
noddy to join in with his boogie board? Equally, which
commercial ﬁshermen are going to want to mark their
chosen grounds on a map to help foreign ﬁshermen to
ﬁnd them? Many of us deliberately go off the beaten
track and don’t want to broadcast the fact.
Do you tell Finding Sanctuary where you go and risk
them clamping down because they think there is too
much activity or do you keep quiet and risk having them
say that it is unimportant to your activity as nobody
goes there? The answer, had it been forthcoming, would
determine whether people wished to participate in the
study. The Finding Sanctuary website said ‘make your
voice heard now before it is too late.’ Too late for what?
How will those who did not make their voices heard be
disadvantaged?
The entire British coast is in use to a greater or
lesser extent. Was this vast exercise justified? How
few hours would it take for someone with a list of
contacts to call or email each harbourmaster in turn
and ask what activities go on in the vicinity? What the
harbourmaster doesn’t know probably does not amount
to a level of activity likely to exterminate species. It
would probably be as effective as trying to track down
every single recreational user and would be an awful
lot faster and cheaper. Why does the Steering Group
not have negotiators who already know where their
own interest groups go? (Why are negotiators needed at
all?) Would it be better for you to contact your interest
group negotiator (if you have one) if you think he is not
sufﬁciently knowledgeable, rather than telling those with
conﬂicting interests?
Which sea kayak experts represent us? Balanced Seas
has Kevin East of Canoe England. Finding Sanctuary
had inland paddler Andy Green but after he parted
company with Canoe England in the summer the
position remained vacant. ISKA has put forward names
(as we have done for the other regions) of paddlers
who paddle this coast extensively. At the beginning of
November Finding Sanctuary advised us that a sea kayak
coach from Exeter had been taken on, welcome news.
Initial interest is in the seabed and waters further
offshore. The Finding Sanctuary website said ‘Possible
restrictions could include no anchoring areas, new speed
limits or even no take zones.’ It did not mention no go
areas. During the passage of the Marine Bill ISKA asked
DEFRA Ministers about this point on several occasions.
None was prepared to say there would not be no go
areas. Joana Smith told ISKA no go areas would be
‘very unlikely’ but it depended on which species were
on the Ecological Network Guidelines list to be protected.
Inclusion of gulls and seals would increase restrictions.
Areas were being designated without adequate
information on what those designations will mean.
Skomer was about to change its status from being
a Marine Nature Reserve to a Marine Conservation
Zone (not one of the Highly Protected ones although
a decision will be made later on whether to make it
more restricted). Over recent years it has had parts of its
coast closed down for gull nesting and then other parts
closed for seal breeding, 11 or 12 months of the year
depending on your information source. Philip Newman
of the Countryside Council for Wales told ISKA that
this had been a voluntary agreement, although that is
not how some people had described it. Encouragingly,
he said the future restrictions will be voluntary with no
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powers to keep people out. (Why didn’t the DEFRA
Ministers say that?) Visitors will be given information on
the sensitive areas, which can be hard to identify from
the water. How this will be done remains to be seen but
if you see a RIB closing on you in the vicinity of the
island it may not be pirates.
Lundy has become the first English Mar ine
Conservation Zone, formerly a Marine Nature Reserve.
At its worst the Marine Bill could be the most
devastating piece of legislation since the Enclosure Acts
of the 18th century, which resulted in the loss of most
of our common land. The expectation is that nothing
like this will happen this time because there will be
reasonable people keeping extremists under control
but there are some relishing the prospect of closing
down as much of the sea as possible. Even if the areas
proposed by these groups are reasonable, DEFRA can
override them and go ahead with their own plans,
having the usage information which many people have
been persuaded to submit. Closing down the sea would
be less alarming to many of the British public than a
leaked proposal to ﬂood a large swathe of East Anglia
to provide more mud for wading birds, smaller such
schemes of a few square kilometres having already been
undertaken on the east coast. Some Italian islands now
have only designated approach channels while all other
water activity around them, including swimming, is
banned for the assumed beneﬁt of wildlife.
We had conﬂicting information from pilot groups
making not very efﬁcient attempts to collect excessive
amounts of data on our activities for purposes yet to be
revealed. Did this encourage you to contribute or did it
worry you?
We are not alone in our concerns. A Mar ine
Protection Area Fishing Coalition was set up to
represent the entire commercial ﬁshing industry in the
face of a proliferation of designations and demands
related to habitat protection issues. The intention was
to give the industry a single powerful voice in the face
of threats to eject ﬁshermen from traditional ﬁshing
grounds. They said ‘the industry has never faced a threat
like this before.’
‘It is clear that just lodging a protest - even a very
loud protest - is simply not going to be enough.’ They
were launching a ﬁghting fund.
The National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations
chairman said ‘We are determined that this will not be
some kind of marine highland clearance, with ﬁshermen
callously evicted from their traditional ﬁshing grounds.’
Another ofﬁcial suggested ‘Lyme Bay shows how to
introduce a new MPA with maximum pain, maximum
disruption and maximum conﬂict.’
An important aspect of the passage of the Land
Reform (Scotland) Act of 2003 was how the recreational
users, from boaters to mountaineers, all worked together
to present a united front which, amongst other beneﬁts,
conﬁrmed the right of navigation on all Scottish inland
waters.
Meanwhile, there remains an urgent need for
recreational interests to act together on our seas. The
BMF represents the interests of the recreational boating
industry but not the users themselves. The DEFRA
conﬂict of interests needs to be faced.
The Joint Nature Conservation Committee and
Natural England ﬁnally published their Ecological Network
Guidelines at the end of June with everyone about to
head off on summer holidays and just three months
before the September reporting date for the project. The
144 page document contained long lists of species to be
protected but it said very little about how this will be
done.
The report talks of ‘no further degradation’ of the
marine environment as if this is the norm. Some sites
will be set aside as scientific controls to see what
happens when humans are excluded. ‘A central part of
the programme will be highly protected sites where
activities are highly restricted or excluded.’

Restrictions are being referred to as ‘management
measures’ and there is little to say where they will hit.
Matthew Sutcliffe of Irish Sea Conservation Zones told
ISKA sea kayaks would be expected ‘to be seen as very
low impact’ and Joana Smith of Finding Sanctuary in
the southwest said much the same. Yet 98% of all inland
rivers in England and Wales are closed by DEFRA for
the same level of impact. Heaven help those who are
doing something wrong.
Much was made of the online interactive map (www.
mczmapping.org) where we were asked to register what
we do where. Matthew Sutcliffe said that impact is more
important than numbers. ‘We’ll have more information
on this soon’, information which is still awaited after the
closure of collection of data for the mapping process,
even after the extension of time because not enough
people had responded.
MCZs are to be proposed by stakeholder advisory
panels. The 19 member panel for Netgain, covering the
North Sea, includes a boater, a sea angler and a diver
to negotiate for recreation. The 40 member Irish Sea
Conservation Zones panel had recreation represented
by a single dinghy sailor, who died during the course of
the study. They are only producing recommendations,
however. The ﬁrm decisions will be made at a later date
by DEFRA with its abysmal record on water recreation.
Information given cannot be taken back later.
‘The bottom line for Finding Sanctuar y is
that Marine Conservation Zones must be planned
through a transparent, fair and collaborative process.
If Marine Conservation Zones are to be viable, they
must be capable of delivering clear beneﬁts for nature
conservation, whilst minimizing the impact to human
activities, and they must be broadly accepted and
supported by all stakeholders.’ Quite!
The four groups planning Marine Conservation
Zones for the English coast issued their ﬁrst progress
reports in mid July after four months of work. Three
more will follow from each over the next year.
Irish Sea Conservation Zones have concentrated
on the sea bed further offshore. This is primarily of
concern to commercial interests in industries such as
ﬁshing, windpower and oil extraction. ‘The number, size,
shape and location of potential Marine Conservation
Zones are liable to change’ they say, adding that ‘some
people on the group itself have ‘strong concerns’
about the zones.’ Meeting feedback forms for both
Finding Sanctuary and Balanced Seas show a majority
of delegates satisfied with what is happening but a
signiﬁcant minority concerned about the fairness, bias
and general way the operation is being run. Perhaps we
shall see some minority reports.
Activity on the water and all inshore activity will
be of much wider public interest than is off-lying
seabed and is expected to generate more alarm. Finding
Sanctuary are breaking the sea into individual building
blocks. They say ‘the closer the building blocks are to
the shoreline, the more contentious they are.’
The reports had to be submitted to DEFRA’s Science
Advisory Panel just a couple of weeks after the groups
ﬁnally received the Ecological Network Guidelines. These
tell them which species they need to consider, without
which information it was impossible to determine
which areas are relevant.
Few were denying that the operation is massively
understaffed, even ahead of the Comprehensive
Spending Review. Net Gain said ‘We have serious
concerns over the date currently set’ and were calling
for an extension of time. Those on stakeholder panels
cannot hope to represent their interests properly.
Typically, a lone sailor might be expected to negotiate
for yachtsmen, dinghy sailors, offshore powerboat racers,
RIB users, PWC users, rowers, sea kayak paddlers, wind,
kite and board surfers and anyone else who puts to sea
in any recreational craft from an airbed to a tall ship over
several hundred kilometres of coastline.
Apart from his personal knowledge of use each
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Brighton’s loss

Brighton University
have run a series of
stakeholder meetings
on watersports facilities.
Paddlers International
was not invited but
attended the ﬁnal
session and played a
full part although the
poster, which each
interest had to produce,
seems to have got lost
somewhere before
reaching the website
where the other posters
were displayed.

Good practice?

Hampshire has no
non tidal river at all
which is open to boats.
For the second year
running the Chartered
Institution of Water
& Environmental
Management have
given their Living
Wetlands Award to a
project in the county
from which boats are
banned, this time the
Itchen Navigation
Heritage Trail Project.
The judges were
speciﬁcally instructed
to consider recreation
on this navigation,
not that they should
have needed telling.
CIWEM claimed it
is a wetland, not a
navigation, once again
showing their blinkered
interpretataion of
‘sustainability’.

No limits

A request to the
EA’s craft licensing
department to ﬁnd
the limits of their
jurisdictions on several
rivers produced an
unexpected response.
They were prepared
to research this
information at a charge
of £25 per hour.
Considering how long
it has taken to research
navigation rights for
the Wye catchment this
could have resulted in
quite a large bill. It does
beg the question of how
their licence inspectors
can undertake their
work if they do not
know the upper and
lower points at which
licences are required.
It seems the sort of
information which
ought to be included
on their website as a
matter of course.
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After the Peace

A dam is to ﬂood
British Columbia’s
lower Peace River
for 83km between
Hudson’s Hope and
Fort St John. Dams in
the upper valley already
include one holding
back a 250km reservoir
in what was a historic
canoe route. However,
new legislation should
prevent further such
schemes in BC and
protect the Liard
River, which has been
threatened.

EA release
water levels

The EA are now
allowing boaters to
check water levels at
over 1,700 locations
across England and
Wales. This welcome
service is at www.
environment-agency.
gov.uk/riverlevels. The
SEPA have had the
Scottish ﬁgures online
for public use for
several years.

Urban right
to roam

The think tank Demos
have a report on using
urban locations for
public recreation, from
old railway lines to
canals, even sewers, but
not rivers again. This is
an urban right to roam
following the rural one.

Scottish
carparks

Parking should not
be attempted near
Seil’s Atlantic Bridge,
including in the pub
carpark unless a
customer. Easdale is
suggested in preference.
Parking has been lost
from near Isla Bridge
because of a change of
land use by the farmer,
a lay by being used
instead.
On the other hand,
the Burnmouth carpark
on the Tay at Stanley is
back in use except for
a six week closure in
September and October
for salmon angling.

negotiator has access to the interactive mapping exercise
(www.mczmapping.org) where the public were asked to
mark where they undertake their activities. Many people
were not convinced of the wisdom of passing their
information to those promoting MCZs. This mapping
closed before the implications for recreational users were
made public, perhaps in the next report round.
There is concern about the poor quality of data
supplied. Balanced Seas say ‘The quality and quantity
of data (both biological and socio-economic) does not
currently allow the recommendation of MCZs with
high conﬁdence... Certain habitats marked do not bear
resemblance to reality’.
Net Gain report ‘many of our stakeholders expressed
a lack of conﬁdence in some of the key data’, to the
extent that they refuse to make their suggestions public
as this ‘would result in significant loss of trust and
support for the Net Gain project.’
Most contentious of all, however, will be scientiﬁc
reference areas where most or all human activity
will be excluded in order to see what difference it
makes to wildlife. These areas are mandatory although
there is no guidance on their size or how long they
will last. Obviously there will be no point in picking
areas which already have little use as it will make no
difference, a point rejected by Laura Bates of Irish
Sea Conservation Zones when ISKA visited their
Warrington headquarters. The interactive mapping will
suggest the popular areas which will make the biggest
difference if selected. Selection of these areas will be
kept to last.
The extensive literature on the process makes frequent
use of such terms as ‘disturb’, ‘manage’ and ‘protect’
without making any attempt to deﬁne them or explain
their implications for users. Even the groups carrying
out the work are still waiting to be told.
Meanwhile, many interests are preparing to resist
a worst case scenario. Finding Sanctuary says ‘One
of the main causes of concern amongst our Steering
Group is the outstanding uncertainty around protection
levels - our group members ﬁnd it difﬁcult to suggest
areas... without knowing how human activities would
be affected’.
‘The current deﬁnition of protection measures is still
too vague to suggest which activities might be restricted
or allowed’ says Balanced Seas.
Net Gain warn ‘there is a real and signiﬁcant risk of
the project losing credibility and support amongst its
stakeholders.’
Intriguingly, Net Gain’s October newsletter says ‘The
Net Gain process is different from other similar projects
in that it aims to involve all those who have an interest
in the North Sea and its future from the start’.
This project is one which hopes to change
fundamentally the right to travel our seas from the way
we have been able to use them for thousands of years.
These reports are for information only, direct response
not being accepted except by individual panel members.
The ﬁnal versions will be submitted in June 2011. There
will be public consultation on the proposed MCZs
in late 2011 or early 2012. However, they are only
proposals. DEFRA will make the ﬁnal decisions on who
can go where, as they do with inland river basins.
Websites:Balanced Seas - www.balancedseas@kent.ac.uk
Finding Sanctuary - www.ﬁnding-sanctuary.org
Irish Sea Conservation Zones - www.
irishseaconservation.org.uk
Net Gain - www.netgainmcz.org

Welsh access U turn

The Canoe Wales petition to the Welsh Assembly
Government resulted, for the very fist time, in the
Petitions Committee undertaking a study and producing
a report. Various interested parties were interviewed
in both Wales and Scotland, resulting in a balanced
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report in April 2009
with some sound
thinking. Its bottom
line was the need
for legislation of the
form of Scotland’s
Land Reform Act.
H ow e ve r, t h e
Sustainability
Committee came
back with a very
different report in
June 2010. They
had deliberately
not started with the
Petitions Committee
report but had used
Brighton University’s
output, the Brighton second report having been a U
turn on their ﬁrst report, thus bringing them into line
with DEFRA thinking. This Welsh report received input
from many sources, including Paddlers International, but
the Sustainability Committee conclusion was that access
agreements were the way forward.
Canoe Wales, not surprisingly, were critical of the new
report and published an open letter, which deserves to
be read in full:
‘We recognize that this is a complex issue and are
pleased that the National Assembly for Wales has
engaged on this. We also applaud your desire to seek
solutions that will stand the test of time.
‘However it would appear the report has become
entangled in a well known and polarized two way
debate. As a result the report has reduced the issue
to one of Canoeing vs Angling. At your launch you
stated that these two groups are the major users of
inland water. As outlined in our submitted evidence
this is incorrect. Even using Canoeing and Angling’s
most audacious promotional ﬁgures, these two activities
account for only 6 million people. They may however
be the most vociferous parties at the tip of the iceberg.
The Environment Agency ﬁgures suggest 30 million
people enjoy being in on or around inland water.
‘Approaching the access situation in this manner is
counterproductive for both the groups quoted and more
importantly for the general public. Major issues have not
been addressed or considered and it is our hope that
this not to the detriment of the progression of and
participation in healthy outdoor recreation in Wales.
‘The recommendations have not examined the
needs of all groups and their differing needs in relation
to linear and physical access. It is hoped that this is
recognized when the recommendations are reviewed by
the government. Further that it is acknowledged that it
is virtually impossible and unmanageable to replicate the
access and necessary regulatory mechanisms adopted for
angling participation for any form of physical recreation
using the inland waterways. The recommendation to
introduce licensing must also require WAG to request
and make additional legislative measures not covered
or perhaps considered in your report. Before doing
so further consideration of the reality of participation
mechanisms of water based sport and activity should be
understood.
‘A fundamental issue which we feel has not been
addressed is the difference between securing and
managing access. This oversight is felt as a missed
opportunity and we are surprised at the same given
evidence presented to the committee and given that
every other system of access in the world makes
reference to this very point and addresses the matter
directly.
‘The committee report has not examined the position
of current statute and deferred to current interpretation
in case law. We believe that the report has not attempted
to grasp the legislative issues submitted. If an individual
or organization were to successfully challenge the current
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interpretation (on
just one area of
wa t e r ) t h e n t h e
total basis of the
strategy for Welsh
access would be
immediately ﬂawed.
‘ Y o u r
recommendations
suggest that the law
of trespass, when
it is applicable, is
a mechanism to
manage access.
This position is
well documented
in terrestrial terms
as being ineffective.
On inland water, it is effectively unused. This gives
no help to riparian interests and no methodology to
encourage responsible behaviour by water users. More
appropriately it does not provide a basis for consensus
or cooperation or allow a redress or examination of the
hegemonic positions that can reduce access in Wales to
the entrenched positions experienced today.
‘The suggestion to utilize the public estate is laudable
and welcomed. We trust however that your evidence has
alerted you to the fact that WAG has already attempted
this. In 2008 the Mawddach Exemplar project attempted
to broker a deal for Water Related Recreation on the
Forestry Commission estate at Coed y Brenin. This
pilot project cost WAG £75,000 excluding ofﬁcer time,
local voluntary bodies and enthusiasts contributed their
expertise, everything you have requested in your report.
The Environment Agency and Countryside Council for
Wales agreed that potential environmental impact could
be mitigated on this sensitive site. However, no access
could be achieved or was achieved due to the other
interests on the estate. The output is that the public
estate supports no public access to water. It is noted
that there is legislation currently available to make this
happen but no appetite to use this. The reality on the
ground for the public is this; they can walk on public
land to the edge of a public river pool on a hot day and
then they may or may not be trespassing if they engage
in water based activity. This is a commonplace healthy
activity in the summer and represents the major users of
inland water in Wales: the public.
‘By the end of 2010/11 WAG will have spent more
than £1.5 million on Water Related Recreation and
yet there is no significant increase in public access.
This in a time when funding is tight and there is little
ﬁnance to develop additional sporting infrastructure. The
green gymnasiums of Wales need little or no funding to
develop sustainable use, respect for the environment and
lifelong enjoyment of the outdoors. Wales simply needs
to acknowledge that they can be used and allow the
public to use them!
‘The report held in high esteem is the Wye and
Usk Project. This ‘project’ began more than 20 years
ago through local, voluntary negotiation. It has raised
questions as to the public’s legal right which are noted
in modern statute. The major concern for Canoe Wales
is that this is supposed to represent successful negotiation
in the public interest that can be duplicated.
‘The resultant WAG sponsored restriction on this
water by unsubstantiated water level makes the water
available for people who are capable of navigating water
which on the international grading system is considered
grade IV. This is defined as ‘Long rapids; waves high,
irregular; dangerous rocks; boiling eddies; best passages difﬁcult
to scout; scouting mandatory ﬁrst time; powerful and precise
manœuvring required. Demands expert boatman skills and
excellent boat and good quality equipment’. In the UK
this is perhaps, at best, a few thousand people. For the
public interest the Welsh stretch of the river can support
quiet enjoyment (and does on a de facto basis) without

environmental impact. In the summer, without the
restrictions, families could paddle, swim or enjoy quiet
canoeing, as they can by statutory right a few miles
downstream.
‘The effective removal of the public by restriction
highlights why it is successful. At this river level the user
is well educated and the number to manage low. It is
a management solution for an exclusive group, not a
securing of access. It cannot be considered an exemplar
of public access. Indeed the ‘agreement’ is seen as too
liberal by the majority of angling associations and not
applicable to their waters and has been noted as a
necessary evil or pressure valve that existed to take the
sting out of calls for legislation by the same.
‘As far as the public are concerned the report can be
summarized as no real change or progression:
• The perceived ‘conﬂict group’ which accounts for one
twelfth of the public will continue to be in conﬂict. It is
our contention that as with the release of the Brighton
University Studies sponsored by DEFRA in 2002 and
2006 that conflict will enhance on the basis of this
report.
• The public will continue to take de facto access where
and when it suits them. The report does not address the
mechanisms of all user groups and in doing so ignores
their operations and needs.
• There is no real marketable mechanism to aid
landowners and there is no mechanism to inﬂuence the
behaviour of water users.
‘On a positive note, canoeing enjoyed being made a
Commonwealth sport on 14th June. Unfortunately Wales
is the only member state where after governmental
scrutiny a positive intervention in favour of public access
to inland water has not been taken.
‘We look forward to the Minister’s response in due
course.’
The Welsh Assembly Government reached the
following conclusions:
They accept that there should be more access
ag reements, with bodies such as the Forestr y
Commission and National Trust producing examples.
No further pilot agreements are required.
They accept that some of the Splash funding should
be made available to help.
They reject use of the Glastir scheme for farm
management to allow access over land to reach agreed
water or providing parking or changing facilities.
They accept that water quality should be monitored
where there is a high intensity of use, not to protect
the users but to protect the environment against them
and control them if they are thought to have an adverse
affect.
They accept that new legislation should be set up for
a body to identify waters for agreements and impose
agreements if not reached voluntarily. This should not
be considered until it is seen whether access agreements
will be reached without it.
To guarantee human rights there would need to be
right to object to a designation, perhaps at an inquiry,
although there should be no need to compensate those
affected if the balance is right, they say.
They accept that they do not currently have the
legislative power to bring in new laws as required above.
They think proﬁt-making bodies should pay to have
their craft licensed, registered and marked but this would
be done on a local basis each time as a national scheme
would be too expensive to set up and operate.
They oppose licensing of unpowered craft on
inland waters, noting that anglers who want it
receive considerable funding from such bodies as the
EA and themselves and that boat licences would be
inappropriate, a deterrent to participation and difﬁcult
to police, especially if issued by national governing
bodies, of which informal users are not members.
They support an access code for agreed water, giving
rights and responsibilities of users and owners. CCW are
to be asked to lead on this.
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Irish threat
from safety
legislation

New safety legislation
aimed at controlling
PWCs is causing
chaos in Irish boating
circles with threats of
heavy ﬁnes, often as a
result of poorly drafted
legislation. PWCs face
bans through most
of the day in some
places and require a
E50 annual licence to
launch but other places
have similar rules for all
craft.

Your Freedom

Deputy PM Nick
Clegg launched a Your
Freedom website so
that the public can say
which current laws they
would like to remove
or change because they
restrict civil liberties.
The trouble with
legislation restricting
river access is that there
is no evidence that
it exists at all and so
there may be nothing to
change.

Beavering away

People concerned
about plans to
reintroduce beavers
to Scotland should
be aware of a dam in
Canada’s Wood Buffalo
national park. Under
construction since the
1970s, it is now 850m
long and still growing.
At what point does a
dam of this size and
longevity get marked on
maps as a permanent
structure?

Tidal barrages

A feasibility study
for a Mersey barrage is
due to be completed
in January with the
barrage producing
power by 2020. A
new toll bridge is also
planned across the
estuary to relieve the
current Runcorn bridge.
However, the Severn
Barrage has been
abandoned, at least for
the time being. It will
probably continue its
stop/go lifestyle like
the Channel Tunnel did
until it is ﬁnally built
sometime in the future.
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It is now necessary to
buy a licence if using a
boat in the scenic San
Juan County Marine
Stewardship Area in
northwest Washington
state between May and
September inclusive,
the period when killer
whales are present,
and to attend a 10
minute instruction
session on the whales.
The licences are free to
local residents but cost
$7 per day for visitors
up to a maximum of
$35 although a single
day licence will sufﬁce
if park campsites are
used. The National
Oceanographic
& Atmospheric
Administration had
called for a ban of
most craft west of San
Juan Island during this
summer period but
tourist organizations
have resisted this.

Caldon Canal
leak repaired

Following a breach
of the Caldon Canal
in November 2009
there were 8 months
of repairs. The ﬁnal
kilometre to the
terminus of the Leek
arm is now back in use.
An undermined
section of towpath
and retaining wall
between bridges 3
and 4 of the canal
has also resulted in its
closure. The problem
is adjacent to new
student accommodation
which could have
led to a breach. The
closure, which is
expected to last until
mid December, is close
to the junction with the
Trent & Mersey Canal
but the rest of the canal
can be used by those
able to portage past.

Alcohol abuse

The EA have
objected to the police
conﬁscating alcohol
from teenagers and
pouring it down the
drain. The alcohol
is poisonous and
police who do this
face potential ﬁnes of
£50,000 or one year jail
sentences. Police forces
have said they will now
obey the law.
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They accept that a website should be set up to
show what water is legally available and listing activity
restrictions which prevent its use. EA Wales and the
CCW are already committed to producing this in 2010.

Benyon refuses to talk

Newbury MP Richard Benyon is the current
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Natural Environment
& Fisheries. His interests include inland waterways
(including British Waterways), implementation of the
Marine & Coastal Access Act, the Marine Management
Organisation, coastal and wider access, countryside and
rights of way, the marine environment and ﬁsheries. He
is a Vice President of the Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, a
riparian farmer and a keen angler.
In 2007 while in Opposition he wrote to Labour’s
Waterways Minister to press Paddlers International’s
concerns about lack of river access. Now in a position
to take some action himself, Paddlers International have
raised the issue again. Much has been made of David
Cameron’s Big Society working with stakeholders,
focussing on customers and addressing the concerns of
the public. Culture Secretary Ed Vaizey has assisted us
and asked us for an agenda and a group of specialists to
discuss it but Benyon has ﬂatly refused to meet, simply
presenting DEFRA’s discredited access agreement
policy once again and nobody will talk about what
the law actually says. Paddlers International have talked
to various Ministers in the last Labour Government,
including Alun Michael, David Milliband, Jonathan
Shaw, Hilary Benn and Huw Irranca-Davies, without
getting beyond DEFRA’s policy, but have not previously
received a blunt refusal even to speak. So much for
the Big Society, subjective wellbeing, inclusiveness and
telling the public to talk rather than taking action.

Richard Benyon (centre) demonstrating at Newbury
in 2007 against the cuts to canal funding.

BW and other
quango cuts

A statement by Waterways Minister Richard Benyon
on Jun 21st made clear the Government’s intention of
considering moving both the British Waterways canals
and the Environment Agency river navigations to a
body in the third sector but that no action would be
taken until after the Comprehensive Spending Review.
The Adjournment Debate brought by Labour’s
Tristram Hunt on Jul 7th on the future of BW enjoyed
cross party support with attention being given to
the detail. He suggested it was a test case for David
Cameron’s Big Society, Labour’s co-operative spirit.
There was widespread opposition to the Adam Smith
Institute’s wish to privatize, Hunt saying that the
heritage would be put at risk, a £400,000,000 price
tag would undervalue the canals and there is already a
£30,000,000/year shortfall in canal spending. Control
needs to be extended to licence payers, employees,
volunteers and funding bodies.
For mer Waterways Minister Alun Michael was
amongst those looking for a national trust for canals.
Benyon was taking the suggestion seriously. He agreed

with Sir Peter Soulsby that it is necessary for BW to
retain its assets and conﬁrmed to Roger Williams that
the means could be provided to source emergency
funding, such as the £1,500,000 needed to repair the
latest Mon & Brec breach. Canals generate ﬁnance and
Benyon is looking at mutualization, not privatization.
He called for:1) A clear purpose, protecting assets and the public
beneﬁt.
2) Users, local communities and other stakeholders
being able to hold the management to account.
3) A sustainable ﬁnancial footing while reducing the
cost to the taxpayer.
In the face of warnings from both sides of the House
about the Treasury and Civil Service, he seemed alone
in ﬁnding the Treasury ‘consists of cuddly souls, warmhearted and full of understanding in these matters.’
He had received a letter of support for a third sector
body, signed by interests from the Inland Waterways
Association to the Angling Trust. A new body will not
be ‘British Waterways by another name, but... in different
hands altogether.’ He was considering a suggestion to
put user representatives on the BW board.
This subsequently happened with Clive Anderson of
the IWA in place as an unpaid board member.
Inland waterways will be affected significantly by
the Government’s cull of quangos. The transfer of
responsibility from BW to a charitable national trust
for waterways will now take place. What has taken most
people by surprise has been the change of proposed date
from 2020 to April 2012.
The charity will move into central ofﬁces in Milton
Keynes by 2012, BW closing existing London, Watford
and Milton Keynes ofﬁces and retaining just a small
operational ofﬁce in London, a move expected to save
about £1,000,000.
This will cover waterways in England and Wales.
The Scottish Government have decided not to have
the Scottish canals included in the new body. Also
being considered is whether to include the EA’s river
navigations.
The EA itself will be substantially reformed with a
view to making it more efﬁcient and customer focussed
with clariﬁed accountability, demonstrating a culture
change with ways of working with the Big Society, ‘stop
activity that Government does not need to do’ and ‘stop
policy making and lobbying activities’ says DEFRA.
In Wales it could become part of the Welsh Assembly
Government Environment Body.
BW has responded very positively to the changes.
Chairman Tony Hales called it ‘excellent news’. He
sees increasing stakeholder and public engagement
and a chance to get onto a firmer financial footing
with funding including longterm commercial contracts
from Government, receipts from property endowment,
boat licences and utilities plus increasing support from
donations and legacies. Users have generally been
enthusiastic although some have serious concerns and
there is a mood for a change of management.
The Inland Waterways Advisory Council, already
ear marked for disbanding in 2011, produced
in September what will probably be its last report,
Surviving the Cuts & Securing the Future, in which it
can see beneﬁts of moving BW to the third sector but
not overwhelming beneﬁts.
The Broads Authority should remain with increased
accountability, as should 160 internal drainage boards.
EA Regional Flood Defence Committees will be
unchanged. The National Heritage Memorial Fund/
Heritage Lottery Fund, which has done much to
support canal restoration, is to be retained.
The Marine Management Organisation should also
be retained, as should the Northern Lighthouse Board,
Trinity House Lighthouse Service and the National
Maritime Museum.
The Advisory Committee on Historic Wreck Sites is
to go with its English functions transferred to English
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Heritage. It had already been announced that the
Advisory Committee on National Historic Ships would
have its functions transferred.
The following is taken from DEFRA’s information
on quango cuts. As usual, some of it can be read more
than one way. (Our experience is that successive
Governments have been supporting DEFRA’s objectives
rather than the other way round.)
‘DEFRA has been working closely with its largest
environmental arm’s length bodies - the Environment
Agency and Natural England - to ensure a radical
and comprehensive package of measures which will
transform them into leaner, more efﬁcient front line
delivery bodies focussed strongly on the Government’s
ambitions for the environment and the green economy.
‘There will be significant change across the
organizations, to create a new delivery model that is the
most effective and cost-efﬁcient way to deliver, and exert
leverage, in support of the Government’s objectives.
Both Environment Agency and Natural England will:
· dramatically reduce their back ofﬁce costs while
keeping to the minimum possible reductions in delivery;
· work more closely with other arm’s length bodies to
eliminate any duplication in the work they carry out;
· implement demonstrable culture change and lead
on innovative new ways of working which embrace
Localism, Big Society and an improved customer focus;
· stop activity that Government does not need to do;
· stop policy making and lobbying activities.
‘We are going to abolish the statutory requirement
for a number of the Environment Agency and Forestry
Commission England’s regional advisory committees
to ensure that we have the ﬂexibility and level of local
engagement we need. These committees will be replaced
by non-statutory advisory groups, with scope to provide
expert local advice where required. The new framework
will be designed in close consultation with the existing
committees and others to ensure the beneﬁts of the
current approach are not lost in transition... These
changes will not affect the Environment Agency’s
Regional Flood Defence Committees.’
The Welsh Assembly Government is considering
moving Environment Agency Wales and Forestry
Commission Wales to form part of a Welsh Assembly
Government Environmental Body.
The EA are to merge their Thames Valley and
Southern Regions into a single group. This will be the
South East Region.
There will also be implications from the returning to
UK Sport of Sport England.

Aire and clean water

Itchen poachers

Aaron Stephenson photographs

San Juan
licences

A dozen police spent
four hours looking for
poachers on the River
Itchen. They caught four
anglers without licences
but they were let off
with warnings as most
said they had forgotten
to bring them. Poaching
inconspicuously is
made easier on the river
as boats are banned
from using it.

Surfers cause
infections

EA board member
Dr Malcolm Smith has
suggested that sewage
may not be the cause
of infections caught by
surfers as claimed by
Surfers Against Sewage.
He says they may be
caused by sandwiches
kept in hot cars, dodgy
roadside food shacks
or illnesses passed
between friends.

Salmon
numbers

Leeds Canoe Club members cleaning up the Aire.
external support we’ve had has been great, too. Egger
Timberpak kindly donated a skip, Leeds City Council
provided litter picking sticks and bin bags and the
National Tidy Campaign also sent bin bags and high
visibilty vests. Leeds Rhinos did us a huge favour by
allowing us to place the skip in their grounds and
Morrisons donated vouchers to help with costs. The
club were looking forward to a summer of messing
about on the river with less of the mess!

Aaron Stephenson

Leeds Canoe Club is often out on the River Aire at
Kirkstall at the weekend but on Saturday 24th April its
members took to the water not just for fun but with
the local environment in mind. Members got together
to collect 2.5t of litter from the section of the river
that the club uses for its regular coaching and practice
sessions. Chairman Steve Henderson commented ‘The
amount of rubbish in and around the river isn’t pleasant
for us, other river users, local residents or wildlife. Leeds
Canoe Club uses the section of the Aire by Morrisons
supermarket and the Leeds Rhinos training ground two
to three times a week from April to September and, as
our summer coaching sessions have just started up for
this year, we thought it would be a worthwhile effort
to give it a spring clean.’ Around 35 club members
spent the day out on the water in canoes and kayaks
and walking the river banks, collecting items ranging
from drinks bottles, ﬁshing line and footballs to more
unusual ﬁnds such as a plastic saxophone, cans of spam,
an electric blanket, a To Let sign, fire extinguishers,
car parts and around 50 feet of wire fencing. The total
weight of the rubbish collected was the equivalent
weight of a small Asian elephant! We’re really pleased
with how the day went; it was a fantastic club effort. The

Thames cleanup

Each year the charity Thames21 and their 8,000
volunteers undertake cleanup days in London. This year,
the ﬁfth such occasion, they undertook four successive
days in August, clearing the foreshore at Brentford,
Fulham, the Isle of Dogs and Erith of plastic bags,
shopping trolleys, trafﬁc cones, tyres, scaffolding poles
and other nasties.
Also cleaning the tidal Thames are some ten Passive
Debris Collectors, about to be joined by the first
commercially funded boat. These moored pontoons
remove plastic bags and other debris which could cause
problems for wildlife.
Another reason the Thames is getting cleaner
is because Thames Water are removing deposits of
solidiﬁed fat from their sewers. The largest fatberg has
been taken from under London’s Leicester Square,
where men with shovels and breathing apparatus have
dug out the equivalent of nine double decker bus loads,
an interesting concept.
A tunnel is proposed to run deep below the Thames
through London to intercept many sewers and reduce
the foul sewage overflowing into the river from
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The EA report that
salmon numbers
recorded in the Tyne at
Wylam are the highest
for any river in England
or Wales. The Tyne has
the only full catchment
canoeing agreement
south of the border.
Catches of salmon
in the Tay have been
declining for a decade
because of issues at sea.
Tay anglers have been
told to throw all their
catches back.

Not an ill wind

Closure of a 60km
stretch of the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal for 7
weeks in the summer
because of low water
conditions has not
all been bad news.
BW have got on with
repair work that would
normally be done in the
winter period, resulting
in better working
conditions for them and
less need for closures in
the off season.

Little weed
solution

2mm long weevils
are being used on the
Bridgwater & Taunton
Canal to tackle weed.
They could have used
slightly larger ones but
these are the lesser of
two weevils.

17

Lea to be closed
for Olympics

The Metropolitan
Police are talking of
closing the River Lea
for the duration of the
2012 Olympic Games
for fear of a terrorist
attack by water. This
would stop plans for
a waterbus service
and undermine the
restoration work which
has been undertaken to
make the river channels
here an attractive part
of the location for the
event.

Scottish
obstructions

A fence across the
Muick at Toldhu is
causing concern as it is
hard to break out above
it but it needs to be
portaged at high levels.
A low bridge was
built across the
Deveron at Huntley but
Aberdeenshire County
Council had it removed
as it did not have
planning permission.

Solar events
and GPS

We have entered
another cycle of
sunspot activity,
expected to peak in
May 2013. Solar storms
can play havoc with
GPS and can even
disable satellites which
are at the heart of the
GPS system.
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Physical access
to the BCN

Old Main Line in Wolverhampton has been much
improved by BW and partners in a £425,000 scheme
which has restored dilapidated entrances and relaid
surfaces. Vegetation and litter have been cleared and
hedges and reeds planted.

Sluices under repair

Dog-in-Doublet Sluice, the tidal barrier on the River
Nene near Whittlesey, has the north sluice jammed and
deteriorating. If it fails, the river upstream could become
saline, having been tidal from Woodstone Staunch above
Peterborough until 1937. Work should be completed by
January.
The EA are consulting on the issue of flooding
on the River Hull. The river has a tidal barrier but
an expensive scheme is being considered to prevent
ﬂooding upstream, including raising ﬂood defence walls
and undertaking dredging.

Suzannah Atkey photographs

CIWEM have asked
whether the UK needs
integrated catchment
management.
Paddlers International
responded:
Yes, if that means all
the interests working
together to produce the
best results.
No, if that means
power being put into
the hands of some to
promote their own
interests and suppress
those of others.
Scotland has
appropriate
integrated catchment
management. England
and Wales do not.
* CIWEM’s Central
Southern Branch held
their annual dinner at
Reading Canoe Club.

combined foul and storm sewers following rainstorms.
The current version is rather shorter than originally
proposed but still priced at £3,600,000,000 or over £60
per year per Thames Water customer.

Dog-in-a-Doublet Sluice with its jammed gate.

The Clyde in Glasgow is obstructed by a barrier with
guillotine gates which can be raised when the tide
makes a level to allow small craft through. Otherwise
it has been possible to climb out over the rowing
club fence on river right above the barrage and back
in over the fence beyond it, manœuvres as difﬁcult
as they are intended to be. Combination padlocks
have now been ﬁtted to the gates above and below
the barrage to allow paddlers through or to get
access from Glasgow Green. The current number
can be obtained in exchange for contact details from
Glasgow City Council on 0141 287 8585 or from
the SCA. After passing the barrage this summer I
discovered a ﬂight of wooden steps on river right
(just out of the picture). They had no handrail and
were not visible from upstream. I paddled right up to
them and they looked sound but nobody seems to
know anything about them. We would be grateful
for any information you can offer.
admitted to the lower pool incrementally rather than all
at the downstream edge, thus breaking up the stopper.
The barrages have been built in the Cart catchment
around Newton Mearns to contain ﬂoodwater. Instead
of weirs they are being fitted with hydro brakes,
including the two largest in the world at 8m. These are
giant funnels leading to vortexes which are induced
at high flow, holding back water which would be
able to ﬂow through at lower levels. Regardless of the
hydraulics, it is to be hoped that some though has been
given to the safety of anyone on or in the water.

Walsall Street
Bridge before
and after, where
access has been
lost for 40 years.

EA policy statement

Abingdon reservoir
inquiry closes

The public inquiry into a huge reservoir proposed
by Thames Water for farmland near Abingdon has now
closed. It would straddle the line of the Wilts & Berks
Canal, currently being restored, but would include the
construction of a 3km drawdown channel doubling as
the northeast end of the canal to the Thames, including
the difﬁcult crossing of the A34. The Wilts & Berks
Canal Trust do not take a position on whether the
reservoir should be built but want to see the canal
restored whichever way the decision goes. They did not
contribute to the public inquiry. However, the Cotswold
Canals Trust did, suggesting that a water transfer
scheme using their line, including the restoration of the
Stroudwater Navigation and Thames & Severn Canal,
would be much more cost effective than a reservoir. The
outcome of the inquiry is expected later in the year.
Hilary Franzen

Integrated
catchment
management
question

The Hull tidal barrier with silt at low water as it joins
the Humber.

Making low head dams
less dangerous

Low head dams are some of the most dangerous
structures on our rivers, both for those on the water
and for those who fall in accidentally. There are still
hundreds about, some are still being built and there
are even those who are prepared to promote them as
good practice. The Dutch have addressed the issue at
Langeslag with what they call a safety slide. A ﬂoating
horizontal plate on the downstream side of the dam
converts the vertical ﬂow to shooting horizontal ﬂow,
resulting in a low hydraulic jump or stopper where the
conditions are less aggressive. Circulation would tend
to push a swimmer out from underneath the plate.
The Paddlers International suggestion is a comb shape
rather than a solid plate so that the descending water is

Cantley staithe on the River Yare has been rebuilt
as a £300,000 riverside amenity as part of the
redevelopment and ﬂood defence scheme. A slipway
provides an easy launch point.
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Ian Johnson and William Crookshank issued the
following policy statement for the EA on sustainable
access. Paddlers will note that it contains virtually
nothing new from the position taken in recent decades,
ensuring that England and Wales continue to have the
most repressive river access situation of anywhere in the
world. If the policy could produce results now it could
have done so when their predecessors ﬁrst offered it as a
solution or at any of the many times since that they have
repeated it:
Policy Statement: The Environment Agency will
promote sustainable increased access where it will
not adversely impact on existing uses and users, or
the economic and conservation value of the site,
and associated area, now or in the future. Subject to
resources, we will encourage access where managed
solutions can be found to remove adverse impacts.
The generic points that follow expand on this policy.
Each new access situation will need to be assessed
individually.
The Environment Agency will:
Promote recreation associated with water, including
access to water and associated land, subject to the
limitations of resources and other considerations;
Take a lead in respect of its own landholdings;

An interesting illustration for the EA’s website craft
licensing pages.

Promote and extend facilities on navigations for
which it has responsibility;
Actively seek an increase in access to water and
associated land for all users;
Actively seek an increase in the quantity and quality
of access arrangements and agreements for all water and
waterside users;
Only exclude activities where management solutions
cannot be found to remove adverse impacts on existing
recreational activities, or economic and conservation
value;
Ensure that recreation and access provision is
sustainable and is only promoted in circumstances that
do not compromise the Agency’s statutory duties, the
conservation interest, the interests of other recreational
groups or appropriate economic uses;
Encourage and help different groups to agree
mutually acceptable arrangements to achieve the above
objectives;
Seek to involve all relevant interested parties in
consultation on speciﬁc proposals and schemes to gain
their input and agreement for them;
Work with the full support of the relevant riparian
interests to maintain their central role and commitment
to both protecting the environment and enabling others
to visit and enjoy aspects of it;
We will ensure any provision made to increase access
will conform to the Agency’s Public Safety Policy, prior
to increased access being encouraged.
Objective: A consistent approach, throughout the
Agency and all its activities, to the management, and
delivery, of increased access to inland and coastal water,
waterside and wetland, both on land owned by the
Agency and that of others.

Harmony on EA rivers?

The EA’s Transport & Works Order finally came
into force on April 6th, nearly six years after they
applied for it. Its primary purpose is claimed to be
the harmonization of regulations between various EA
rivers but not with British Waterways (the major inland
navigation authority) or with the Broads Authority.
An important deletion from requirements now is
boats on adjacent private waters. There will also be some
exemptions for traders. Licensing will be on a rolling
year basis.
Unpowered vessels including canoes will retain
licensing as a requirement where this is already the case,
making no comment on the future situation on other
rivers in England and Wales which might come under
EA control. This could affect the whole of Wales, the
Welsh Assembly looking at the Land Reform (Scotland)
Act with a recommendation that something similar be
introduced in Wales.
Likewise, third party insurance may be exempted
for such craft unless for hire, owned by clubs or
organizations or used in formal events. That does not say
it will be exempted, however, even though not required
by other licensing authorities. Most users of small
unpowered craft do not have or want such insurance,
any more than anglers, walkers or cyclists do, there being
no record of potential claims against such insurance. It
would be a major deterrent to anyone wishing to take
up boating, costing far more than a licence fee. The
EA also call for visual identiﬁcation of users (but not
for anglers, walkers or cyclists), raising child protection
issues, especially as they are willing to pass on details to
any third party who can justify having them.
The EA say that they will make no further attempt
to repeal the public right of free navigation from the
Wye and Lugg, for which they are now the navigation
authority, although they do not mention the rest of the
catchment. The right appears still to be in place from the
1695 Wye Navigation Act. However, they have consulted
about imposing licence fees and third party insurance on
canoes and other small unpowered craft on the Wye.
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Glen Doe tunnel
collapses

The tunnel leading
down to Loch Ness
northwest of the
reservoir on the Glen
Doe hydroelectric
scheme has collapsed
and requires a 1.6km
diversion. This is in the
vicinity of a fault, other
tunnels having to be
realigned because of
poor rock conditions.
The scheme was
opened in 2009 as the
ﬁrst large hydroelectric
scheme in Scotland for
over 50 years and is
expected to be out of
use until 2011, restoring
the water back to the
river until then.

Coastal
defences
rethought

There seems an
increasing reluctance to
spend money on coastal
defences although there
is money available for
breaking through them
to create mudﬂats for
birds. Another line of
thought for those who
need premises and
are concerned about
ﬂooding is to build
on stilts in the sea, at
their own expense.
Some even advocate
both ﬂooding the land
and building on stilts.
The Humber off Hull
and Portsmouth and
Langstone Harbours
have been suggested as
suitable venues for this
kind of activity.

Kerrera seals

Paddlers have been
asked to stay away from
Sgeir Dhonn to the
north of Kerrera, which
is close to the shortest
route round the island.
Seals are likely to come
off the rocks for a look
so they are not there
to be seen when the
commercial trip boats
come out from Oban.
Leaving seals for
commercial trip boats
has also been an issue
on the noth Norfolk
coast and is becoming
one at Dunvegan on
Skye.
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Medway trail

The EA have
constructed a canoe
trail on the Medway
with chutes. This is a
reversal of their policy
back in their Southern
Water Authority days
when they replaced
popular play weirs
with dangerous sluices
which killed paddlers.

Launching
charges

Some Aberdeenshire
harbours have been
asking paddlers to
pay launching fees.
Collieston and Pennan
have honesty boxes
and Boddam calls for
group donations. Port
Errol charges £1 per
kayak. Other Moray
Firth harbours charge
arbitrarily, up to £10
on one occasion.
Stonehaven, Cove
and Peterhead main
harbours do not charge
and the advice is to use
beaches in preference
where possible.

Plan ahead

Paddlers have been
asked not to use the
woods near the SCA
carpark at Edradynate
on the Tay as a toilet.
There are public toilets
at Aberfeldy, Grandtully
and Ballinluig. In
addition, a number of
hotels and cafés take
part in Perth & Kinross
Council’s Comfort
Scheme which allows
the public to use their
toilets even if not
customers.

Droitwich by
water

The Droitwich
Barge Canal has been
reopened after a break
of 80 years. A land
ownership issue on
the Droitwich Junction
Canal is all that is
preventing through
navigation between
the Worcester &
Birmingham Canal at
Hanbury Junction and
the River Severn at
Hawford Junction.
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This is what the EA can do when there is somebody
suitably motivated. Howe Hill lock on the New River
Ancholme used to have an unguarded drop over
a guillotine gate. It now has conventional gates, a
footbridge and portage point information.
This already seems to be about more than matching
licences between the Thames and the handful of rivers
the EA control in East Anglia, Kent and Sussex.
Concerned that this could be used as a deterrent to
using other rivers, should they be placed in EA control,
particularly if this was to be done with all the Welsh
rivers, Paddlers International took up the issue. Minister
for Marine & Natural Environment, Huw IrrancaDavies advised writing to the EA. We wrote:
‘We are seeking confirmation that the EA Inland
Waterways Order is not intended to allow licensing and
insurance to be used as a deterrent against the users of
small unpowered craft on rivers which could at some
future date be placed under the control of the EA.
While we accept that the competition and coaching
canoeists within the British Canoe Union may comply
with your wishes, the great majority of small boat users
do not expect to see restrictions which are not applied
and not considered necessary in Scotland or the rest of
the world. Please conﬁrm that this was not the intention
of the Order.
‘We have been attempting also to compile a list of
rivers for which the EA currently are the navigation
authority and for which EA licences are required. We
wish to record the precise upper and lower points at
which these apply. EA Craft Licensing have advised
us that it may cost us £25 per hour to prepare this
information. It is our contention that such information
should already be in the public domain. Your licence
inspectors cannot do their work if they do not know
where licences do and do not apply. It is less than honest
to sell licences to the public if you and they do not
know if they are required. We have said that we are not
willing to fund compiling of this information but expect

it to be made available to the general public as of right.
Please advise us when we can expect this information to
be made public.
Stuart Taylor, head of recreation and navigation at the
EA, responded:
‘At this point there is no intention for the
Environment Agency (Inland Waterways) Order 2010
to be applied to other waters, with the exception of
the development of the Fens Waterways Link. Indeed
the Order speciﬁcally describes the waters to which it
applies within it or through associated references.
‘I cannot though rule out the possibility that the
Order might be extended to other waters should they
be placed under the control of the Environment Agency.
However, any such proposals would be considered on a
case by case basis and would require further legislation
to extend the Order. Such legislation would necessarily
be consulted upon.’
He also supplied the list of navigations under EA
control:
Environment Agency Statutory Navigation
Authority Responsibilities
The Environment Agency is responsible under statue
for the following Navigations.
In its Anglian Region:
• The New River Ancholme from Ferriby Sluice in the
Parish of South Ferriby in the District of Glanford to
Bishops Bridge formerly known as Bishops Briggs in
the Parish of Glentham in the District of West Lindsey;
• The River Nene Navigation from the outfall of the
Northampton Arm of the Grand Union Canal at Cotton
End in the Parish, District and County of Northampton
to Bevis Hall in the Parish of Wisbech St. Mary in the
District of Fenland in the County of Cambridgeshire;
• The River Welland from Hudd’s Mill in the Parish of
Stamford in the District of South Kesteven to National
Grid reference point TF350345;
• The River Glen from Tongue End in the Parish
of Bourne in the District of South Holland to its
conﬂuence with the River Welland in the Parish of
Surﬂeet in the same district;
• The River Stour from Brundon Mill in the Parish of
Sudbury in the District of Babergh to the Cattawade
Barrage partly in the Parish of Brantham in the same
District and partly in the Parish of Lawford in the
District of Tendring;
• The River Great Ouse system comprising
(a) The River Great Ouse from National Grid reference
point TF60280712 to Denver Sluice in the Parish of
Denver in the District of West Norfolk;
(b) The Old Bedford River from the Old Bedford Sluice
in the said Parish of Denver to Welches Dam Lock in
the Parish of Manea in the said District of Fenland;
(c) The Hundred Foot River, otherwise known as the
New Bedford River, from Denver Sluice aforesaid to its
conﬂuence with the River Great Ouse in the Parish of
Earith in the District of Huntingdon;
(d) The River Great Ouse, also known as the Ten Mile
River and the Ely Ouse River, from Denver Sluice
aforesaid to Popes Corner in the Parish of Thetford in
the District of East Cambridgeshire;
(e) The Great Ouse Flood Relief Channel between
the Head sluice lock at Denver and the Tail sluice at
Saddlebrow;
(f) The Old West River from Popes Corner aforesaid to
its conﬂuence with the Hundred Foot River in the said
Parish of Earith;
(g) The River Great Ouse, also known as the Bedford
Ouse, from the Hundred Foot River in the said Parish
of Earith to Kempston Mill in the Parish of Kempston
Urban in the District of Bedford;
(h) The River Little Ouse from Brandon Bridge in the
Parish of Weeting-with-Broomhill in the District of
Breckland to its conﬂuence with the River Great Ouse,
when it is also known as the Ten Mile River and the Ely
Ouse River, at Brandon Creek in the Parish of Southery
in the said District of West Norfolk;

CANOEIST December 2010

(i) The River Lark from Judes Ferry in the Parish
of Mildenhall in the District of Forest Heath to its
conﬂuence with the River Great Ouse, when it is also
known as the Ten Mile River and the Ely Ouse River, at
Pypers Hill in the Parish of Littleport in the said District
of East Cambridgeshire;
(j) The River Cam from Bottisham Lock in the Parish
of Horningsea in the District of South Cambridgeshire
to its conﬂuence with the River Great Ouse, when it
is also known as the Ten Mile River and the Ely Ouse
River, at Popes Corner aforesaid;
(k) Reach Lode from Reach in the Parish of Reach
in the said District of East Cambridgeshire to its
conﬂuence with the River Cam in the Parish of Wicken
in the same district;
(l) Burwell Lode from Burwell in the Parish of Burwell
in the said District of East Cambridgeshire to its
conﬂuence with Reach Lode in the same parish;
(m) Wicken Lode from Wicken Fen in the said Parish
of Wicken to its conﬂuence with Reach Lode in the
Parish of Swaffham Prior in the said District of East
Cambridgeshire;
(n) The River Wissey from one mile upstream of Stoke
Ferry Bridge in the Parish of Stoke Ferry in the said
District of West Norfolk to its confluence with the
River Great Ouse, when it is also known as the Ten
Mile River and the Ely Ouse River, in the Parish of
Fordham in the same district;
• All craft kept and used on the above waters are
required to be registered with the Environment Agency;
• As part of the development of the Fens Waterways
link the South Forty Foot upstream of Black sluice lock
in Boston has been adopted as navigable waterway by
the Environment Agency. Other associated stretches of
waterway will be adopted as the Waterways link project
progresses;
In its Midlands Region:
• The River Wye, from the downstream face of Bigsweir
Bridge to Hay Town Bridge;
• The River Lugg from Presteigne Town Bridge to its
conﬂuence with the River Wye;
• The Environment Agency is also the Statutory Harbour
Authority for Lydney Harbour;
• There is currently no registration requirement on the
Rivers Wye and Lugg, although the Wye Navigation
Order 2002 provides the power for the Agency to
introduce such a requirement and a consultation exercise
is currently underway to look at this.
In its Southern Region:
• The River Medway from the New cut at the Leigh
Barrier to the tidal limit at Allington Lock;
• The Royal Military Canal from Seabrook near
Folkeston to Cliff End near Hastings;
• The Environment Agency is also the Statutory Harbour
Authority for Rye Harbour;
• All craft kept and used on the above stretches of the
River Medway and Royal Military Canal are required
to be registered with the Environment Agency;
In its Thames Region:
• So much of the Rivers Thames and Isis as is between
the east side of Town Bridge, Cricklade and the
boundary of Teddington and Twickenham parishes
(~100m downstream of Teddington Lock);
• The River Kennet from a point approximately 70yds
east of the east side of the High Bridge at Reading and
its conﬂuence with the River Thames;
• All craft kept and used on the above Rivers Thames,
Isis and Kennet are required to be registered with the
Environment Agency;
In Environment Agency Wales
• The Environment Agency Wales is the Statutory
Harbour Authority for the Dee Harbour Conservancy;
Additionally, the Environment Agency is responsible
for a number of river stretches that it allows navigation
on, (such as the Dorset Frome downstream of Wareham
Bridge). The Agency is not the Statutory Navigation
Authority for these stretches.

Wye registration inquiry

The EA have conducted an inquiry about potential
registration of boats using the River Wye. Paddlers
International responded as follows:
1a Do you believe that there should be a form of craft
identiﬁcation for the River Wye?
No
1b If yes, please explain:
1c If no, please explain:
We reject your statement ‘A public right of navigation
extends from Bigsweir Bridge upstream to Hay Town
Bridge’ as being misleading. The whole catchment has
a public right of navigation as a result of the 1695 Act.
Neither you nor anyone else has been able to show
that it has been repealed. You attempted to remove
the right of public navigation from the catchment as
outdated and inappropriate legislation in the small print
of your proposed changes to legislation for the Wye,
withdrawing your intention when we drew attention to
it. Your statement under ‘Advantages’ seems to accept
permitted use of the rest of the catchment.
We do not accept that it is necessary to identify
people in unpowered boats any more than it is necessary
to identify walkers, cyclists or anglers. Indeed, there are
child protection issues opposing the identiﬁcation of
young people.
We reject your statement that ‘We want to consult
openly and inclusively’. We have received no press
information to Canoeist and no notiﬁcation to Paddlers
International. This consultation was only discovered
today, the penultimate day of the consultation,
with no chance for us to advise those likely to be
affected. EA consultations have a long history of giving
inadequate notice to canoeists about consultations while
encouraging anglers to give their views.
You talk of ‘breaches of the Order/byelaws’ without
saying what Order and byelaws are implied. At the Wye
Public Inquiry you were unable to give examples of
alleged problems or confrontations involving canoeists.
At the Wye Public Inquiry you stated that you had
no plans for charging boats in the foreseeable future on
this public navigation.
You have not been able to produce at the Wye
Public Inquiry or any other time a single example of
where third party insurance might have been required
of an unpowered craft on a river. Neither do we know
of any such case over recent decades. We see this
entirely as a massive deterrent against the great majority
of users of unpowered craft, up to 98% of private users,
who do not have third party insurance and do not want
it.
We are unaware of anyone using the Wye who
risks anyone but himself, which we consider to be a
natural right. We are unaware of ‘alleged breaches of
the Order/byelaws’.
We do not wish to fund ‘access management
improvements/works’ or to see them funded by anyone
else. The Wye is probably the most popular river in
England and Wales for unpowered craft precisely
because it has not been managed. The EA need to bring
the other rivers up to the standard of the River Wye,
not the Wye down to the standard of most of the other
650 rivers in England and Wales.
We note that the EA can consider new byelaws when
these involve restricting unpowered craft but not when
they would give us the rights which would be normal
in other countries, including Scotland.
Res our ces for f und ing i mple ment ing a nd
administering a formal registration scheme has overtones
of setting up toll booths at each end of Oxford Street
to raise funds for setting up toll booths at each end of
Oxford Street (Monty Python?). If anyone breaks the law
he can be addressed by the police in the same way as in
every other walk of life. Without a registration scheme
there is no need to check for compliance with it.
The do nothing option complies with the current law
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Calver weir
rebuilt

Calver weir has
been rebuilt on the
Derbyshire Derwent.
As well as a ﬁsh ladder
and vertical drop it
has a long gentle slide,
perhaps shallow at
times.

No interest

In the summer
CIWEM announced a
symposium on river
management, run
mainly by EA staff.
Paddlers International
signed up and the
symposium was
cancelled almost
immediately, apparently
because of inadequate
interest. Is it a subject
which really draws
apathy or were there
things the EA did not
want to hear expressed
openly?

Adirondacks
case

New York state
purchased Little Tupper
Lake and Lake Tila,
two popular wilderness
canoe camping areas in
the Adirondacks, and
constructed a 1.6km
portage trail between
them. However, many
believe that there is a
common law right to
paddle the connecting
stream. The Sierra
Club called for the
removal of warning
signs, cameras and wire
obstructions on the
stream. The Department
of Environmental
Conservation then
advised the landowners
they thought there is a
navigation right. Now
a magazine editor has
paddled the stream and
written about it in order
to promote the public
right. The landowners,
while not prepared to
challenge the state, are
suing the paddler in
what will be seen as a
test case.
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Water for Everyone
consultation

In March DEFRA undertook a consultation on a document entitled
Water for Everyone.
This consultation was largely about canals plus a few canalized rivers
and minor reference to tidal estuaries and the coast. We were told about
5,100km of canals without making even passing reference to 65,000km
of rivers in England and Wales, mostly having to be used outside the
law. A map showed the canals and coast in signiﬁcant detail, even
motorways and derelict canals, but not the rivers, not even the Scottish
ones which are open for public recreation, if that was their point. They
talked, correctly, about the beneﬁts of water recreation and leisure, social
inclusion, climate change and other reasons for promoting use of water
yet there was silence about why it is not permitted at any time on 98%
of the rivers in England and Wales.
The DEFRA website lists ‘countryside issues’, footpaths, bridleways,
byways, coastal access, common land, village greens, parklands, hunting,
uplands, national parks and a survey of resources. We could ﬁnd hardly
any acknowledgment that rivers exist in England and Wales, far less
that they have issues. The problems of the rivers far exceed those of the
canals, despite DEFRA’s deafening silence on the subject over a long
period of time (or, perhaps, because of it).
Paddlers International responded as follows:
Introduction
This document is entitled Waterways for Everyone - The
Government’s strategy for the inland waterways of England and Wales.
Inland waterways are deﬁned only 8 lines from the end on the ﬁnal
page. Only then is it clariﬁed that reference is being made just to
the canals and deep water navigations. There are some 650 rivers in
England and Wales which can be navigated by suitable craft, 65,000km
approximately. To make no reference whatsoever to the overwhelming
majority of our waterways in a 71 page document is perhaps the most
telling aspect of attitudes towards water users and the cause of many of
the problems.
For the purposes of our response we will refer to canals and deep
water navigations as Canals and to all other inland watercourses as
Rivers. It makes no sense to attempt to address the problems of Canals
while ignoring the much larger and underlying problems of the Rivers.
Our comments are made primarily with canoeing in mind.
Speciﬁc questions
Q1. The beneﬁts of Canal usage are well put. These beneﬁts are equally
applicable to Rivers, of which there are a far greater length. Before the
Canals were built the commercial trafﬁc was carried exclusively and
widely across the River network. In most places there is no record of
the right of navigation being lost.
Q2. The Canals have improved signiﬁcantly over the last decade. They
have been subject to much restoration work, frequently undertaken
by Canal enthusiast volunteers. The Rivers of England and Wales are
largely in a worse state than they were after the Second World War.
They have seen some reduction in pollution but remain subject to the
most repressive access regime of any country in the world. (Scotland
had modern legislation introduced in 2003 and is a shining example to
the rest of the country on how things could and should be done.)
Q3. The Rivers are the overwhelming majority of the recreational
resource which should be available, as in other countries. They
are mostly much cleaner than the Canals and with topographic
characteristics which the Canals cannot emulate. We need to consider
the whole resource, not just one small part of it.
Q4. Navigation authorities need to show how they ﬁt into the whole
picture of waterway recreation, not just imply that they are the entire
story.
Q5. The major barrier to waterways use is attitudes within DEFRA.
There is a clear conflict of interests. The body which promotes
recreational use cannot be the same one which prevents it in order to
give precedence to perceived conﬂicting interests, notably wildlife and
angling.
Q6. The biggest contribution that could be made to unnecessary fuel
usage would be to allow users to share local water, rather than requiring
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We don’t often see signs like this one, at the head of Loch Etive.
them regularly to drive long distances in order to ﬁnd appropriate
water they may use legally. Any power generation devices placed in
watercourses should not obstruct navigation. Any dams should be
accompanied by locks and/or safe chutes for small craft. The present
EA policy of creating dangerous obstructions in order not to condone
unpermitted navigation is totally unacceptable. It is not waterways
which need to adapt but those controlling them.
Q7. The cultural heritage is a signiﬁcant beneﬁt, especially on the
Canals.
Q8. The natural and built heritage are important aspects but navigation
is the primary concern. This is the purpose for which the Canals were
built and is a central part of the attraction for visitors on the bank,
especially at locks. The most expensive project ever undertaken by
the volunteers of the Waterway Recovery Group was a nature reserve
they were obliged to construct before restoration of a Canal itself was
permitted; this is quite unacceptable.
Q9. The biggest threat is to those who wish to use the waterways. The
Canals are not a museum and deteriorate if not used by navigation, as
has happened on some of our Rivers which have become overgrown,
leading to flooding of local properties. Wildlife on Rivers would
sometimes beneﬁt from having members of the public passing and
reporting what they see.
Q10. We agree very strongly that the Canals provide an important
resource for outdoor recreation, sport and improving public wellbeing.
This is even more important on our Rivers than on the Canals because
they account for a far greater length of waterway with much more
extensive coverage of the country. We do not want them ‘protected’
and ‘improved’ if that means restricting them to minority interests. We
need to be allowed to use them legally, as would be the case in most
other countries. Even when they all become fully legal we shall have
only a third of the length of the network of public footpaths available to
ramblers.
Q11. Canal towpaths are frequently well used by walkers and cyclists.
Riverside footpaths are much more often subject to restrictive measures.
A quick win would be to remove notices purporting to ban users from
launching and landing portable craft from and to public footpaths across
banks beside undisputed navigations.
Q12. A signiﬁcant problem for other users on waterside footpaths and
towpaths (and sometimes waterways themselves) can be angling rods
obstructing them.
Q13. It should be clariﬁed that freight is not incompatible with small
craft. This has been quoted as an issue on Yorkshire Canals over recent
decades despite the very few commercial vessels still in use here,
generally under skilful control and in much more benign conditions
than are met on marine waters. It is one of the safety issues raised by
Paddlers International with British Waterways in 2005, for which a clear
and unequivocal response is still awaited.
Q14. Take navigation outside DEFRA to address the existing conﬂict
of interests. The current appalling situation will continue as long as
environmental and angling interests are given automatic precedence over
all others, including navigation. Major Canal funding problems have
resulted from DEFRA’s mishandling of farm payments and then cutting
BW funding in an attempt to resolve the resulting ﬁnancial crisis.
Q15. Boat registrations on Canals will increase signiﬁcantly when the
remaining great majority of our waterways are able to be used legally
and openly.
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Q16. It is well known in Europe and in North America that a repressive
access situation like no other exists in England. The fact that some bits
of water may be used and some others may be available at certain
times is of little help. The details are not openly available even to the
British boating public. It is much easier for an overseas boater to go
to a country which does not have these problems and is welcoming
of boaters. Indeed, British canoeists often go to former Iron Curtain
countries or countries under the control of military or fundamentalist
dictators which are much more user-friendly than England and Wales.
Q17. People who have to undertake their recreation like thieves in the
night are hardly likely to volunteer although canoe clubs often take part
in such activities as clear ups on Canals. The need to arrive and depart
as inconspicuously as possible means that local businesses also lose the
custom of their visitors.
Q18. When a strange man wades into a river and grabs boats containing
schoolchildren because he claims they should not be on the water, as
has happened, the situation is frightening for children and untenable
for their teachers and for schools. This has been the direct cause of the
termination of teaching watersports for some education authorities. The
result has been a change to other activities with the result that large
numbers of children are no longer introduced to water recreation at
all. You cannot ban the teaching of the recorder and then wonder why
your supply of French horn and oboe players dries up a few years later!

Avoid trampling river gravel

Andy Sides

and is what you implied to the Public Inquiry would happen.
2 Please score 1, 2 or 3 for each policy option in order of preference.
1 = most preferred option and 3 = least preferred option.
A voluntary craft identiﬁcation scheme - 2
A formal registration scheme - 3
Do nothing - 1.

The Loughs Agency, which manages the
ﬁsheries of Foyle and Carlingford in Ireland,
urges paddlers to avoid trampling river
gravel in winter and spring in order to help
safeguard the populations of salmon and trout.
Although paddlers generally respect nature, they may be unaware that
disturbance of gravel in rivers is likely to have a detrimental effect on
populations of salmon, sea trout and brown trout and the ecology of
the river as a whole. Salmon and trout can be an important economic
resource in rural areas.
Adult ﬁsh spawn in redds (or nests) in gravel beds in rivers. This takes
place in the winter at a time when paddlers are often taking advantage
of winter ﬂow levels to enjoy paddling down these rivers. In spawning,
the ﬁsh cut redds in the gravel using their tails. A redd has the form
an elliptical proﬁle with a hollow (or pot) upstream of a slightly raised
tail, the latter formed from excavated material (trout redd in gravel 4
- 65mm in diameter and salmon in gravel 30 - 80mm). The eggs remain
in the gravel for several weeks until they hatch into alevin (baby ﬁsh)
which remain in the gravel for a further few weeks before emerging as
small creatures recognizable as ﬁsh.
All these life stages rely on well aerated water reaching them. If gravel
is compacted by people walking, standing or beaching a boat on it then
water cannot circulate freely through the gravel and the eggs and alevin
will suffocate.
For further information please telephone 028 7134 2100.

Q19. To increase social inclusion it is necessary to legalize use of the
remaining great majority of our waterways. 98% of Rivers in England
and Wales have no legal access for any boat at any time. This is an
impossible situation for using them to promote social inclusion. Large
areas of the country have no Canals but there are Rivers everywhere.
Q20. In other countries where one interest is not given superiority
over another (including Scotland) there is rarely a problem. The
problems in England and Wales relate solely to the archaic legislation
which promotes conﬂict, aided and abetted by DEFRA. Boating often
offers unique opportunities to the disabled but anyone who considers
himself disadvantaged will face further discrimination when attempting
to use boats on our Rivers.
Q21. The best use of resources would be to allow the public to use the
Rivers, which would attract more users to the Canals as a result, an
important new source of income. Changing the law in Scotland has
cost relatively little and has resulted in a signiﬁcant increase in tourism
for outdoor sports.
Q22. There is little scope for partnership while some interests totally
dominate others.
Q23. There has been a steady deterioration rather than an improvement
in the Rivers over the last half century. Until this central issue is
addressed, any monitoring will only tell part of the story and give a
very distorted picture.

The queer hotch-potch
Are you faced with extra taxes in order to fund bankers for the
lifestyle to which they have become accustomed or a victim of the
Beechingization of the economy? You may wish to recall a couple of
the verses Robert Burns wrote to Westminster politicians in complaint
over their tax on Scotch whisky:
In gath’rin votes you were na slack;
Now stand as tightly by your tack:
Ne’er claw your lug, an’ ﬁdge your back,
An’ hum and haw;
But raise your arm, an’ tell your crack
Before them a’.
.....
Could he some commutation broach,
I’ll pledge my aith in guid braid Scotch,
He needna fear their foul reproach
Nor erudition,
Yon mixtie-maxtie, queer hotch-potch,
The Coalition.

Andy Sides

Do you know
Liffey trips

Can you give me a name or number for the chap who used to
advertise in your mag and who did the travel packages for the Annual
Liffey event, please?

Dick Constable

Alan Miller is still doing Liffey trips. His last advert for Sporting Travel
Services was in the May 2001 issue, tel 01767 650312.

Underground canoeing

I’m hoping you can help me track down a copy of your magazine
that may have covered a topic into which I’m looking, kayaking in caves.
I’ve done some research and found a few mentions of your covering
something in the early 90s. (April 94 was suggested but I don’t know
how accurate that is.) Apparently the issue had an image of a kayaker in
a cave on the cover.

Henry

It was the April 1990 issue you
want, about subterranean paddling in
the Lake District. The article plays upon
an earlier one about paddling under the
Atlas Mountains in the Sahara although
that was an April fool’s spoof. The back
issue is available at £1.30 inc P&P.
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a twelve mile crossing to Knight Island. They were friendly and the
forecast was for light winds. For the duration of our trip the only
radio reception that we got was for some kooky local station and only
Axel received that. On the rare occasion that he was able to pick up a
weather report it was pretty worthless.
The sea was glassy with only a hint of a swell. We had panoramic
views on all sides. To the west and north was the Chugach mountain
range and to the east and south were islands all covered in a mantle of
snow. By late afternoon the sun was shining and we were on a shingle
beach. It was great to be able to spread our clothes out for an airing.
Axel moved his tent in the night because the tide refused to stop at the
previous high tide mark. We had forgotten that night tides could differ
by as much as several feet from their day counterparts. After checking
the tide tables we found that the difference had been 28 inches higher
that night.

Prince William Sound
in the rain
Whittier has an average of 197 inches of rainfall a year and in the
few hours that we spent sorting out our gear in the relative dryness
of Prince William Sound Kayak Centre’s ex US army warehouse we
must have had several inches of rain to add to the total. Perry said that
winter had been late this year and he suggested that the outer islands
would be much milder than the fjords of the western side of Prince
William Sound. I wasn’t sure if this was the kind of news that I wanted
to hear. We had done a substantial amount of research and knew that
the Sound’s rainforest received a lot of rain in a year but that June was a
relatively dry period. I hadn’t expected to be camping in snow although
Axel had casually mentioned possibly camping on or near a glacier at
one point. The gear and food did eventually go into the boats but Lois
was a little surprised that we were not going to have any food drops
over the 26 day paddling trip.

Our decision to paddle in Prince William Sound was based on the
opportunity for wilderness camping, spectacular scenery and wildlife.
One important consideration was what I might call the Bear Scale.
Alaska has four species of bear, polar bears in the north, Kodiak bears in
the Aleutian Islands, brown or (grizzly) bears and black bears. All of the
advice about bears tells you to avoid them. Food should be hung in trees
and you should make a noise to let them know you are there. Singing
loudly or using bear bells is often suggested as a deterrent. You should
never run away from a bear as this triggers its hunting instinct. ‘How do
you tell the difference between the dung of a brown and a black bear?
Black bear’s poo is full of berries, whilst the poo of brown bears is full
of bear bells,’ Nigel Foster replied in answer to his own question during
the Skye Sea Symposium in 2007.
Black bears differ from the others in one major respect. If you are
unlucky enough to meet a grumpy polar, Kodiak or brown bear (unless
you have a weapon and know how to use it) you will probably come
out of the encounter very badly. Your only possible hope is to play dead
and when the bear becomes bored, make your escape. The advice for
dealing with black bears, however, is to ﬁght back as these are the softies
of the bear world.
The western side of PWS has a richer variety of wildlife, with more
wilderness and tidewater glaciers than the east. As a bonus it is only
inhabited by black bears, the wimps of the bear world, so that reduced
our anxiety levels.
For the ﬁrst 5 days it rained almost nonstop and we were able to
collect all of our water needs from the kitchen tarp. On the negative
side, it was almost impossible to get a decent fire started because
everything was saturated.

Unruly nocturnal tides

It was raining once again in the morning of the 6th day. We contacted
Valdez coastguard by VHF radio for a weather report as we had planned
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shoulders were about a foot above the water. They continued to follow
and attack us until we were well away from the colony. Both of us were
amazed at the ferocity of their behaviour but that’s adolescent males for
you.

Montague Island was in the distance, it was a pleasant, wind free,
sunny day and the sea was calm. The island was clad in snow and looked
majestic. About a mile away we saw the ﬂukes of a humpback whale
and decided to move closer. We had several sightings and gradually the
whales came closer. Out of nowhere a female and calf surfaced, then,
ﬂukes up, they dived. Axel was about a paddle length away from the
ﬂukes and I was about 20 feet away. At times like this you (I, anyway)
forget the camera because self preservation kicks in and I braced myself
for an icy swim. Yes, in hindsight, if the creatures were diving they were
unlikely to surface immediately below me. Axel got a good picture
of the whales surfacing; the next photo was a bit blurry as you might
expect. The whales surfaced some distance away. We realized that we
were unlikely to be as close as that again to such magniﬁcent creatures
in their natural environment.

Attacked by sealions

Our ﬁrst sighting of a bear came on day seven, at the end of a long
day’s paddling. We had been looking for a campsite for a while but the
bear got there before us. It only noticed us when we were about 50
yards away and it immediately ran off into the forest. We decided to
look elsewhere. The next day whilst breaking camp we spotted a bear
on an adjacent beach about 150 yards away. It didn’t appear to notice us
and after 10 minutes moved away.
Copper Bay was only an hour’s paddle away. It is a magniﬁcent
gem of a place that is easily missed. The entrance is very narrow and
accessed by a dogleg of a channel. It is one of the few places in PWS
where a current is noticeable because of its shallow, narrow entrance. As
heavy snow still lay on the mountains there were spectacular waterfalls
cascading into the bay.
When we rounded the southern end of Knight Island we were
harassed by a small group of Stellar sealions. They became bored after
a while and left us. About a week earlier we unexpectedly come
across a colony of Stellar sealions and had found the adolescent males
very aggressive. At one point a group of about 20 rushed at us before
diving when about 20 feet away. As they came forward their heads and

As we approached Icy Bay we came across large amounts of ice in the
water. Icy Bay has two tidewater glaciers. Tiger Glacier is several miles
into the bay and Chenega Glacier is within Nassau Fjord at the entrance
to Icy Bay. Both glaciers calve large amounts of ice and are regularly
inaccessible. We were able to get into Nassau Fjord and paddle up to
a safe distance of the Chenega Glacier face. We heard many explosive
cracking sounds but saw no signiﬁcant calving of ice. It was signiﬁcantly
colder as we approached the glacier face, which didn’t do anything to
improve the circulation to my already cold feet. For the duration of
the trip I had cold feet whilst paddling. My two pairs of thick Merino
wool socks and ‘dry’ trousers were clearly not ﬁt for purpose or I’m
just getting old. Axel said that his toes were cold but then he’s only a
youngster from Kent. The next day we attempted to get to the Tiger
Glacier but found the way blocked by ice. This reinforced the isolation
and wilderness aspect of our trip. We could have been marooned for
several days or longer if wind blown ice had blocked our access to open
water. The southern part of PWS is far more remote than the north and,
apart from the chance meeting with Wayne, it was only as we moved
towards Whittier that we saw other boats.
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Green decor

Kayak Africa recover all
their cushions at Mumbo
Island every year, using the
latest chitenje fabric designs
from Lilongwe market. They are then worked up by a
tailor using an antique treadle sewing machine. Although
they are not on the grid, they do have power available
but prefer to be as ecofriendly as possible. Beware that
the island seems to be a place where men choose to
propose.

Malawi Travel MC

Banyoles
bike hire

Getting there

Although Memory Map still haven’t got round to
software for the Mac they have taken a step in Apple’s
direction with an iPhone app. This will allow OS
1:50,000 and 1:25,000 maps, CAA and marine charts to
be shown and used with the iPhone’s GPS.
Navionics have charts and North American lake maps
available for the iPad and the Android Smartphone. They
also have 24 nautical apps covering six continents with
charts for use on iPhone or second generation iPod
Touches. Prices start at £14.99.

Tony Sandry Photographs

Champion food

Trading ﬁre for food

We travelled north towards Whittier and came across huge numbers
of ﬁshing boats in Knight Island Passage. Every ½km or so there were
nets about 3 metres deep by 200 metres long. Small boats were tending
to the nets and they ofﬂoaded their catches onto larger vessels. We spoke
to one of the ﬁshermen and he said that they were after sockeye salmon
although their catch hadn’t been very good so far.
Blackstone Bay and its two tidewater glaciers is only about 8 hours’
paddling away from Whittier or about an hour by a kayak charter boat.
We saw several groups of kayakers here who had been dropped off for
a couple of days of sightseeing and camping. One of the groups was
camped on an adjacent beach and we got talking to them. When they
found out that we had been living off rice and pasta for the last 3 weeks
they gave us a generous helping of smoked salmon, potatoes and salad.
For a dessert we had toasted marshmallows and chocolate, sandwiched
between oatmeal biscuits. Mmmmmmmm… They enjoyed our roaring
ﬁre and said that their guides’ ﬁrelighting skills needed improving.
The weather was deteriorating as we paddled to Squirrel Bay for
our last night’s camp. Alaska has a number of small state parks that are
accessible by boat. The forestry service provides platforms for tents,
latrines and bearproof containers for food. Some of the sites also have
cabins for hire. They usually sleep between 6 and 8 people on raised
double bed size platforms and there is a furnace powered by diesel that
has to be brought in by the users.
The cabin looked inviting as the rain started to get heavier. We
decided to stay the night and hoped that the bona ﬁde tenants wouldn’t
arrive in the middle of the night to kick us out. Our ears pricked up at
the slightest sound of a motor until about 10pm, when we crashed out.
‘Surely nobody in their right mind is going to come out in this awful
weather on a Wednesday night,’ we thought. We were right and had a
good night’s sleep on our unusually ﬂat bed space.

Last word from the weather

The rain hadn’t stopped but at least we didn’t have to put soaking kit
into the boats before setting off in the morning. The paddle to Whittier
was short but wet and windy. During the few minutes’ journey in the
back of a pickup truck from the beach to the PWSKC warehouse the
gear was saturated. Whittier meant to see us off back to Anchorage in a
deluge similar to the one when we arrived almost a month earlier.
Tony Sandry paddled with Axel Evers.
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Notes

Wayne is a guy we met near Icy Bay. We pulled in to one of the few
small beaches in the area, intending to camp for the night, but found
him already ensconced just behind the beach. He is very knowledgeable
about the sound, having paddled there for 20+ years. He told us that he
was far more concerned about meeting a group of adolescent sealions
than an encounter with a black bear. He also gave us some advice on
camping places and possible whale watching places. Wayne said that if
we or anyone we know wanted to have information about kayaking/
camping in Alaska he would be more than happy to help out.
• We paddled approx 300 miles (according to my bit of string).
• The longest paddle was about 30 miles.
• The shortest day was about 8 miles.
• We did not paddle on 2 days because of poor weather.
• We had 2 rest days and decided to have a wash as well.
• We both lost a few pounds in weight.
• We regularly saw bears, although usually from a distance.
• Bald eagles were everywhere and occasionally we camped near a nest.
• We saw large numbers of sea otters and they were usually with cubs.
• Salmon were jumping all around us most days but they were not
interested in our bait.
• We heard a multitude of bird songs when on shore, some of which
were wonderful. The birds were rarely seen however. Bald eagle chatter
was particularly musical. It must have been the females.
• We saw a couple of Rueffus humming birds which were a stunning
red/orange colour.
• If you check out YouTube and look for Babyleon videos you can see
Wayne's video of us. It is called Prince William Sound Kayaking.
• Type in Prince William Sound and you can ﬁnd some videos of angry
Stellar sealions etc.
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One of the pleasures of
attending canoeing events
in Catalunya has been the
exceptional value and quality
of food in local restaurants.
We still relish a pre Olympics
trip to a slalom at La Seu
d’Urgell when we could get
a four course meal for two
including a bottle of wine for
£5. La Cisterna restaurant in
Banyoles celebrated the world
marathon championships this
year. One of eight restaurants
working together in the region to offer local specialities,
their menu included:
Starters:
Anchovies with sweet bell pepper and ﬁg slices.
Marinaded rabbit shoulder.
Goats’ cheese salad with walnuts.
Pumpkin cream with prawns and smoked bacon
kebab in olive oil.
Main dishes:
Monkﬁsh medallion with ceps and sausage.
Tenderloin with cherry sauce.
Desert:
Seasonal fruits with cream (including wild strawberries
which had been picked two hours earlier, in the dark).
There was a suitable local champagne and wine list
to suit.

If you are someone who cannot leave your
electronics behind when you head for the water you
may ﬁnd these products from Urbanz indispensible.
The beach bag has a built in speaker to broadcast
the outpourings of your iPod or mobile phone,
placed in a side pocket. The bag costs £17.99.
For laptop and ebook users there are neoprene
sleeves at £12.99 - 24.99. Pink on one side and
black on the other, they are reversible and each
has an embedded zipper to avoid scratching your
hardware.

Glowsafe is adhesive tape which can be stuck onto
equipment to provide visibility at night, 10 minutes
of exposure to a torch or daylight resulting in 20
hours of visibility. It costs £6 per metre or £10 for
2m, P&P included. Photos were taken in the dark
without and with ﬂash. [01590 642881]

Attending
competitions abroad,
sometimes it can be
useful to know where
to hire bikes to follow
the racing. At the
Banyoles regatta course
the Centre BTT is run
by Atilio Vasquez who
competed for Spain in
the Canoe 81 world
championships at
Nottingham and who
raced in this year’s
masters championships.
He speaks English and
knows what you want.
[00 34 699 770 647]

Personal
OS maps

Do you live on the
edge or even the corner
of an OS map? You
can use OS Select to
obtain a map centred
on your house or any
other point you choose.
Remember, if you live
on the coast, half of the
map will be sea so you
may do better to pick a
point inland.

New Skye base

Skyak have built new
premises. They remain
at Breakish on Skye.
Gordon Brown took
the award for the best
instructional paddling
ﬁlm at this year’s
American Reel Paddling
Film Festival, practical
instruction on a four
day trip round Skye.

EJ promotes
Budweiser

Eric Jackson has been
taken on as the face of
Budweiser American
Ale. This will be a
promotional exercise
for the American
brewing company but
don’t be surprised if
Jackson Kayaks get
some publicity out of it.
Amongst other aspects
Eric will host private
training sessions for
experienced and novice
paddlers.

Jet ski angling
GoBandit is a camera which takes 5 megapixel
stills or 2 hours of 720p HD video, recorded on a
removable SD card up to 32 GB. The 140g camera
has a range of brackets for helmet mounting and
costs £299.99. A skin can be added to record GPS
3D data and the camera has a toughened lens and
waterproof body.

Being the bicentenary of the Kennet & Avon Canal,
Wadworth brewed a K&A 200 ale in Devizes. The
ﬁrst batch was delivered by horsedrawn dray to the
wharf and taken to the Bridge Inn at Horton, where
it was sampled by a range of worthies and members
of the general public.
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Following angling sit
on tops, Suzuki have
been offering jet skis in
Japan with rod holders,
ﬁsh ﬁnders and other
related accessories.
Perhaps they could
then move on to towing
trawl nets.
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Fabienne Way photographs

Ultra Sport handle Smith Optics, the V90 Max for
sport having the Pivlock system allowing the bridge
and arms to be removed easily from what is claimed
as the lightest performance interchangeable rimless
sport style in the world, lenses being available
in bronze (shown), gunmetal or smoke, all three
colours being supplied for £75. [01332 813150]
The Gill Regatta Master
Watch II has the features
required for starting sailing
races, a countdown with
minute sound signals, a
ﬁnal minute full screen
second countdown and
a synchronization feature
allowing resetting to the
nearest minute. It can show
times from two time zones
in succession, is backlit for night use and you can
change the battery yourself and still have it water
resistant to 50m. The cost is £90. [0115 946 0844]

Pyranha move

Fitness testers
will visit you

FitnessAssist offers
in house and mobile
ﬁtness testing facilities
for sport. A typical
session might check
body composition, VO2
max, lactate threshold,
peak anaerobic power,
heart rate zones,
strength, power,
ﬂexibility and agility.
[01978 660077]

Electric bikini

A bikini made entirely from miniature solar panels is
available on the market. It produces 6.5V and can charge
an iPod, phone or other electrical kit. Taking it into the
water could be an interesting experience, however, more
likely to be a complete short circuit than an electrifying
experience.
Orange have produced an exper imental tent
containing solar fabrics which capture solar energy to
power a range of gadgets in a wire free setup controlled
by an LCD screen. Attributes include a thermal
groundsheet which can switch on at predetermined
temperatures and the ability to have the tent light up in
order to ﬁnd it in the dark when it is called on a mobile
phone.

Travel advice

19 of Superdrug’s
stores have travel
clinic staff nurses and
these can offer advice
on malaria. They can
also give vaccinations
and advise on existing
medical problems.
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Naturist canoeing has been
around for a long time and is
increasing in popularity but
wearing a buoyancy aid defeats
the object of the exercise. The
Nudevest in clear PVC comes in
sizes from S to XL. We are not
sure if CE approve.
Lai Su
photographs

Extreme sports
activity provider
Go Awol is running
corporate days. Kayaks
are amongst the
watersports equipment
on offer from this Poole
company. [07905
601494]

Olympic towels are available with designs which
include all the Olympic sport pictograms or the
Union ﬂag in false colours, which you probably
thought was a treasonable offence. Flying the Union
ﬂag on your boat could get you a four ﬁgure ﬁne
(unless you happen to be the Royal Navy or the
Queen) but could you be done for ﬂying one of
these towels, which are not the Union ﬂag? The
towels are produced by Ashley Wilde, who are also
producing bed linen to match.

Fabienne Way photographs

Poole kit

Wave Native clothing for surf enthusiasts is being
produced by Kiwi Paul Spiers, T shirts and hooded
tops for men, women and children in bright colours,
some having hidden openings and pockets for
iPods. The ﬁrst retail outlet is planned.

Canoe, kayak and sit on top trolleys from Jinhua
Fit Industry & Development Co in China. They use
2mm thick, 25mm diameter, marine grade, anodized
aluminium with stainless steel ﬁttings. Joints are of
Nylon. Products come with a one year warranty. [00
86 579 82391 348]

Titch Blatchford

Canoe manufacturers
Pyranha have moved to
Premier Point, Ashton
Lane S, Whitehouse
Ind Est, Runcorn WA7
3DP. This is south of the
M56 and rather easier
to reach for anyone
driving.

Bern helmets include peaks to keep the sun out of
your eyes but not to catch the water. Freestyle’s
James Reeves describes it as like wearing a beanie.
Cost is £59.99. [01332 813150]
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The SafeLink Solo is
110mm long, weighs
160g and is said to be
the smallest 406MHz
PLB available. It also
has a ﬂashing LED and
comes with a buoyant
pouch and lanyard or can have a belt pouch. There
are no subscription or operational charges. The 5
year battery can be replaced. Price is £285.

Following 2009’s launch of their Yakkair HP
inﬂatable kayaks, Bic have added the Yakkair Lite.
Polyurethane bladders are housed in Dacron sleeves,
there is a multi tube hull and preformed stiffeners
at bow and stern and it comes with backrest, grab
lines, bow protector, handles, stowing mesh, paddle
park, repair kit, high pressure pump and bag. The
single costs £539 and the double £629.

A new development for Bic is a closed cockpit
kayak, the Adventure. The wide cockpit
takes a spraycover and there are sealed hatch
compartments at the ends. Price is £1,300.
Ultra Sport, who market Bic, are taking on the
British Isles dealership for Adio footwear.

Henri Lloyd’s new luggage range includes the
CSL Dry Holdall 55L at £70, a waterproof bag in
thermoplastic polyurethane with welded seams, roll
closure and compression straps, used to squeeze
air out through a release valve for stowing in tight
spaces.

They have also entered the sunglasses market.
The Quantum at £85 has an acetate frame and
hydrophobic coated polarized lenses which reduce
glare, protect against UV radiation and shed rain,
sweat and sunscreen.

Dianne and
Trevor Crouchen
have purchased the
Dartmoor Lodge Hotel
in Ashburton, handy
for the Dart. They are
canoeist, child and
dog friendly. They
hope to install secure
storage and have two
conference rooms
which can be used by
groups. To encourage
Canoeist readers they
are offering 10% off bed
and breakfast. [01364
652232]

Dryphone

The iDry from
the Sports HQ is a
waterproof case for the
iPhone. It can be used
underwater but you will
probably ﬁnd it easier
to hold a conversation
above the surface. It
costs £9.99.

Quick throwbag

The biggest problem
with a throwbag is the
time taken to stow the
line after it has been
used. Liquidlogic’s
Speedloader has a
drawcord neck which
can be opened like a
wastepaper bin and
then the neck closed.
This has to be the
biggest improvement
since the original Green
Slime throwbag. It is
on sale in the USA at
$59.95.

Dry packs

Aquapac’s Wet & Dry
Backpack is a 25l roll
top pack which makes
it drenchproof and it
has an internal pocket
to keep wet kit separate
from dry. It has an
accessible key pocket
and costs £65.
A roll closure is also
used on the 300mm
square Kaituna map
case, which has slotted
strips at top and bottom
for maximum options
when carrying it or
ﬁtting it to the boat. It
costs £15.

Powered throwline

They also sell Liquid Force clothing. Women’s shorts
start at £39.99 and men’s at £44.99. Shown are the
Sea Foam, Step Up, Sugar Daddy and Target Blue.

Karen Patteron photographs

Holiday France
Direct make a feature
of their holiday homes
which have easy
access to rivers for
canoeing. Canoe hire
is widespread in France
and some of their
properties are even
provided with canoes.
Suisse Normande,
Morbihan and
Dordogne properties
are amongst those on
offer.

Dart hotel

Liquid Image

French holidays
with canoes

The Seacure bumbag is waterproof to 3.9m in still
water, resists crushing and ﬂoats. The Australian
product has a large O ring seal cover and can be
worn round the waist or across the shoulder. [01276
471414]
Lydia Nartlett photographs

PSP marine tapes
have anti chafe patches.
Intended for where
ropes rub on sailing
boats, the clear, UV
resistant, self adhesive
patches might also be
useful for applying to
hulls of canoes to resist
impact against rocks
and other obstructions.

Helena Arenson photographs

Andy photographs

Anti chafe

Currently being tested by Australian lifesavers is the
Longreach Buoyancy Deployment System. Rather than
being thrown, the line is ﬁred at the victim, a buoyancy
device opening automatically on making contact with
water. Presumably there are no problems of use if it is
raining. The device also has parachute ﬂares for night
use. The idea recalls the 19th century Manby Mortar
except that was ﬁred at the rigging of a ship in distress.
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Icelandic fjords
in winter

Arctic Adventure are
running Fjord Serenity
winter kayak tours in
Iceland. The six hour
tours take place daily,
depending on the
weather, to experience
the serenity and
wildlife of the area. £84
per person includes
collection from and
delivery to hotels,
equipment, lunch and
safety instruction plus
expert guides. This
is already their most
popular summer tour.
Less serene are
Riverjet boats which
will offer trips at up
to 75km/h on the
Hvítá River in western
Iceland.
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Terra Nova’s Laser Ultra 1 480g single tent
is the lightest double walled tent in the
world. It follows the Solar Photon 2, the
lightest double walled tent for two at 880g. [01773
837376]
Standard Horizon have updated their ﬁrst ﬂoating,
rugged, hand held radio, submersible to 1m for
30 minutes. The HX751E retains the long lasting
lithium-ion battery but now has a luminescent
gasket round the case
and has an on/off button
for a powerful LED light
which strobes ‘SOS’. It has
four power settings up to
6W, 10 channels can be
preset and it has a water
temperature sensor. Price
is £170.32.
The HX851E is the ﬁrst
portable European
unit with GPS and DSC
facilities. It ﬂoats and
the strobe switches on
automatically if it falls
in the water. It has an
extensive list of features
and retails at £249.95.
[01962 866667]

The Polar FT40 heart monitor is
now available in white for fashion
conscious women. It comes with a
unit to transmit the heart rate to the
monitor, giving a readout to show
whether you are getting ﬁtter or
burning fat. It costs £124.50.
Originally developed at
Reading University, Bimuno
Travelaid is a box of 30
chewable pastilles to tackle
travellers’ diarrhoea. 40%
of travellers suffer the
problem but this product
has been shown to halve
the risk. The cost is £9.99
per box, three tablets to
be taken per day, starting
a week before setting out.
It works by boosting the
immune system.

David Parker photographs

Holiday 2011 - South America

Adriana Caram

A rumour has been
circulating that P&H
are no longer to supply
their rectangular hatch
covers. There was a
holdup in deliveries but
that has been resolved.
Since then I have been
amongst those to have
one delivered without
any difﬁculty.

Keen’s range of footwear
includes the Escape H2 at
£79.99, open sided with
EVA exoskeleton wrapping
around the toe and instep,
quickdraw lacing, fabr ic
upper with hydrophobic
mesh lining, antibacterial
footbed and durable grip
patter n under heel and
forefoot. The Kanyon at
£59.99 differs in having a
carbon rubber outsole. The
range includes the Balboa
at £59.99 for female feet,
featuring toe protection,
micro shield mesh lining,
E VA f o o t b e d , g r i p py
sole and hook fastening.
The Whisper is an open
sided shoe with polyester
webbing, quickdraw lacing
and EVA footbed. There is
also a Whisper Slide version
at £54.99. These come in a
rainbow of colours.
Moore

P&H hatch
covers available

Keen for
feet

Ecuador

GRP repair kit

Tina Mansell photographs

Phuket International
Academy Sports &
Social Club are offering
children’s activity
holidays from Dec
20th to Jan 9th (closed
Dec 25/26th and Jan
1st/2nd). The camp
allows an international
group to meet and
mix while undertaking
different activities on
different days. Kayaks
are an option, as are
snorkelling, water parks
and ATVs. Costs are
THB2,000 per day or
THB9,000 per week.
[00 6684 445 4167]

Karen Harmer photographs

Active
Christmas
holiday camp

Sea-River Cap Sunglasses are a solution for those
who suffer from fogging of glasses while on the
water, want dark glasses while wearing prescription
glasses or simply do not like wearing glasses. They
are an attachment carrying a lightweight UV400
polarized polycarbonate lens in grey or amber to
reduce glare while allowing normal glasses to be
worn in addition if needed. The cap glasses can be
ﬂipped up when not required. Cost is £29.95, cap
not included. For something more conventional
at £19.95 the Evolution Offshore and Evolution
Traverse have polarized polycarbonate lenses giving
full UVR protection, mounted on durable frames.
These are all available from Sunglasses for Sport.

Sally Newton

Helly Hansen’s Warm
Loose Hoodie can be
worn as a sweater or
as a base or mid layer.
Using merino wool and
Lifa technology, it has
a dry layer under the
arms, a half zip and an
attached hood. It costs
£70.

Old Town’s Saranac 146 of thermoformed
polyethylene has contoured seats with storage
under the central seat, storage trays, lifting handles,
moulded in cleats and strap eyes at the ends,
paddle rests, cup holders and anchor or rod holding
points. The XT version also has padded seats with
adjustable backs. Colours are red or green and there
is also a camouﬂaged angler version. Prices start at
£549, an extra £50 for the XT. Leading dimensions
are 4.42m x 910mm and weight 36kg.
Also at £549 is the Necky Rip, designed by Spike
Gladwin for the less experienced paddler. The
PolyLite construction gives stiffness for the 20kg
weight and includes UV inhibitors. Colours are
yellow, mango, sunrise, red or blue. The roomy
cockpit has the Comfort Flex seat with a foam base
and there are soft thighpads. A stern compartment
with hatch, deck bungees mounted on recessed
ﬁttings and carrying toggles are parts of the deal.
3.20m long x 720mm wide, it weighs 20kg and has
moderate rocker.
Necky’s Vector 13 sit on top is claimed to paddle
like a sit inside and the backband is more like
that on a sit inside model. There is a Quick Seal
hatch at the bow and a storage well behind the
seat, protected by a Nylon tank cover developed
elsewhere in Johnson Outdoors’ business. Colours
on this rotomoulded model are sunrise, yellow, red,
cloud or blue. The cost is £799, £200 extra with
the optional rudder system. Size of this self draining
kayak is 3.96m x 740mm and weight 27kg.
The Ocean Kayak Nalu 12.5 is a stand up
paddleboard which is also supplied with a seat.
Rotomoulded in yellow, sunrise, red, lime or grape,
it is 3.81m x 780mm, weighs 22kg and costs £499.
It is self draining and has a bow compartment,
bungee storage on the stern, moulded in ﬁns,
carrying handles and a bow toggle. It comes with a
Carlisle Taboo paddle which has two T grips and a
blade which can be used standing up, sitting down
and with one or two blades. (Johnson Outdoors
have sold Lendal to Nigel Dennis.) [01493 745192]

West System have introduced the 105-K glassﬁbre
boat repair kit to bring all the essentials together. The
kit costs £29.65 and includes resin, hardener, ﬁller, glass
tape, brushes, mixing pots, mixing stick, syringes, gloves
and instructions. [01794 521111]
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Minas Gerais, Brazil.

Hamish Cook

The FourPlay is a
camping mat in six
segments with straps
which convert it to a
camping seat, a paddle
ﬂoat or a boat roller for
use on the ground or for
loading onto a roofrack.
It costs $90 from
North Water Rescue &
Paddling Equipment.
[00 604 264 0827]

Victoria Fertning
photographs

Berit Bergstein

Multi use pad

Foz do Iguaçu
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Madeira.

Portugal Hotel Guide

Holiday 2011 - Europe

Giraud photographs

Nicaragua.

Rainforest Alliance

Holiday 2011 - North America

Lloret de Mar

Hrvatski Ferijalni i Hostelski Savez

ACT/Rafael López-Monné

Karlovy Vary Region.

Dubrovnic
Catalunya

Putovanja

Guadeloupe, French Antilles.
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Petr Lnenicka & Lucás Podhorsky/Archiv InfoTurist

Gobierno de Navarra.

Hotelguide

Safari Beach Lodge

Turkey

Kumbalangi

Alappuzha

Kerala Tourism

Kuttanad

Piravam

Boyut

Manda Wilderness

Holiday 2011 - Asia
Dinas Pariwisata Provinsi Bali

Viphya & Luwawa

Robin Pope Safaris

Holiday 2011 - Africa

Pumolani Beach

ECE

Muzhuppilangad Beach

Karnataka
Tourism

Kumarakom

Tamil Nadu Tourism

Cape Maclear

Mudaliyarkuppam
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Richard Greenwood photographs

Segre
Olympic Park

Holiday 2011 - The brochures

for sheer exhilaration
The experience of white water canoeing and rafting at the Segre
Olympic Park in Spain is one of sheer exhilaration.
Activities are in abundance, including canoeing, rafting and
hydrospeeding, practised all year round.
Segre Olympic Park is situated near historic La Seu d’Urgell in the
Spanish Pyrenees, at which many cultural and sports events are held
every year. The Barcelona Olympic Games white water competitions
were held here back in 1992. This park is a unique sports facility
where the ﬂow of water is controlled, has a careful system for cleaning
equipment and retains highly qualiﬁed staff who make sure you enjoy
the white water experience in complete safety and comfort.
The waters attract you, sometimes in a calm and relaxed way or in
an exciting and rapid way. To play in the ﬂow is an experience full of
sensations and emotions.
There is an 800 metre placid water channel where training is held for
beginners and the inexperienced. White water courses of 500 metres’
length are for the more expert and experienced. These stretches of
water form part of the infrastructure for intensive use, allowing the
participants to form groups depending on their skill levels, beginners,
experienced or experts.
For your comfort and welfare a services building with dressing rooms,
showers and a cleaning system for personal equipment such as neoprene
wetsuits, boots, helmets and lifejackets is at your service. A mechanical
lift system, unique in the world, and a mini hydroelectric power station,
which controls the ﬂow of water, assures activity all the year round.
Training of young pupils and beginners is performed on weekdays
and their families can join them at weekends.
There are different programmes set out to practise activities.
Hydrospeeding is a really exhilarating experience within the park,
performed by descending with a water ﬂoat.
Segre Olympic Park and its great facilities ensure an enjoyable
experience for the participant or the spectator all year round in a safe
and comfortable environment.
See www.parcolimpic.com for more details of the park.

Richard Greenwood
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The naming of rivers
The midnight sun, still well above the horizon.
When I was awarded a grant from the Winston Churchill Memorial
Trust in order to visit Canada and pursue wilderness canoeing I never
dreamed I’d be part of a team heading out on an exploratory journey
above the Arctic Circle. One of the main motivations for my trip was
to experience true remote wilderness canoeing and I certainly wasn’t
disappointed.
My dream river was to be the Rae in the far north of Nunavut,
which ﬂows north and east into the Coronation Gulf and the Arctic
Ocean. Named by Sir John Richardson after his friend and explorer
John Rae, this river has seldom been paddled; the only evidence we
found of previous trips was of one two years ago and then only the last
65km of our planned trip.
It was in part this link with John Rae which inspired David Plante to
plan an expedition on this particular river, along with a desire to explore
new and unchartered areas of the Arctic. John Rae was born in Orkney
and is considered by many to be the greatest of all Arctic explorers.
In sharp contrast to many other explorers before him, he was the ﬁrst
to afford the local Inuit the respect which they deserved. He was also
the ﬁrst to adopt their ways of living in order to adapt to the harsh
conditions of the far north. Rae’s story is a fascinating one and, despite
evidence which now proves that he discovered the location and fate of
the doomed Franklin expedition as well as being the ﬁrst to identify
the ﬁnal link in the North West Passage, he was credited for neither. A
campaign of denial and viliﬁcation led by Lady Jane Franklin with the
help of Charles Dickens left Rae the only explorer of his era not to
receive a knighthood.
Dave Plante is a veterinarian from NY state and, with help from
a friend Mark Chmielowicz, also a vet from NY, set about ﬁnding
additional paddling companions to join their exploratory trip. Our ﬁnal
team consisted of Dave, Mark, myself and a retired urologist, also from
the US, Gene Chorosteki. Dave was my stern man and we got along
like a house on ﬁre; we both love singing as we paddle! He is a superb
paddler and I learnt a lot from him as we paddled down long sections of
rapids. Mark is strong as an ox and has a wicked sense of humour whilst
Gene, at 77 years young and a veteran of 21 previous canoe trips in the
far north (with a story to tell for every one of them), was a glowing
advertisement for retirement!

Our plan

Our journey was planned to start at one of two a small lakes Dave
had identiﬁed approximately 67 degrees north. From there a short
portage or possibly paddle down a small creek (we weren’t sure) would
take us to the as yet unnamed south branch of the Rae River. This
would take us north and east, joining up with the main Rae.
Our journey began in Yellowknife, which is located only 512km
south of the Arctic Circle. Yellowknife was originally built on its gold
mining but, since the discovery of diamonds in 1991, now boasts to be
the diamond capital of North America.
From here we had a ﬂoat plane booked with Air Tindi which would
drop us off at the river and we had commercial ﬂights booked back
from the town of Kugluktuk.
For me, the plane journey was one of the most exciting things, just
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Civilization departs.
glassy. (If the water is glassy then it is difﬁcult for the pilot to judge
where the top of the water is; apparently they sometimes throw apples
out the window to create ripples.) We ﬁnally found a suitable lake and
Trevor was able to land safely although it was a somewhat boggy landing
zone! We unpacked the plane and then came the moment when the
little Cessna ﬂew off and we were left totally on our own. I had been
anticipating this moment for months, wondering how I would feel.
Scared? Nervous? Excited? Apprehensive? Lonely? Actually, I felt none
of those things. The truth is that I felt completely at home and totally
contented. I was exactly where I was supposed to be.

Boarding in Hooper Creek.

The gear – canoes/tents/food and safety

Air Tindi base in Yellowknife with pilot Trevor, Sarah, Dave, Gene
and Mark crouching.
the concept of ﬂying to a river was something about which I had only
ever dreamed. Add to that the anticipation of not quite knowing if we
could land where we wanted plus a chance that the area towards which
we were heading would be frozen in parts and I was already in full on
adventure mode.
Now what you have to understand is that my paddling companions,
although looking forward to our river journey, were pretty old hands
when it came to ﬂying out to remote rivers and landing in the middle
of nowhere. I, on the other hand, was like a small child on Christmas
Eve I was so so excited! I couldn’t sit still for a moment in the Air Tindi
waiting room, checking on every plane arriving (Is this one ours?)
and bouncing around the place. When our plane ﬁnally arrived and
Trevor, the pilot, came into the waiting room I was beside myself. The
controller of Air Tindi pointed out on the map to Trevor where we
were heading to which he replied ‘That’s not on my map!’
I just about squeeled with
excitement ‘Oh my goodness;
we’re off his map!’ On account
of it being my ﬁrst trip in a ﬂoat
plane I was allowed to sit in the
copilot’s seat, yipee! The flight
was incredible. We ﬂew for about
3 hours, above the Arctic Circle,
and saw nothing but thousands
of small lakes and rivers. It was
unbelievable. We weren’t able to
land on the lake we had originally
planned as it was too shallow.
We spotted a couple of other
possibilities but they were too The view from the copilot’s seat
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We certainly weren’t travelling
light and the two 17 ft Pak canoes,
3 food barrels plus 1 food drybag,
wanagin, tundra tarp, 6 paddles
and 4 personal packs (plus day
packs) weighed in at 740 lbs.
Before we could go anywhere
we had to build the canoes. Dave
and Mark both own Pak canoes
which are, basically, canoes in bags.
They have become more popular
in recent years on remote trips as
they take up less room and help
keep the floatplane costs down.
Dave had made a huge effort
with the food; this was no pasta
’n’ sauce camping trip. The food
was gourmet style and our meals
Mark with one of the Pak
included such delights as muskox
canoes.
steak, pizza, lasagna, seafood
chowder, freshly made quiche,
strawberry pancakes, crème caramel, apple crisp bake and keylime pie
and, of course, when we caught char there was fresh ﬁsh for supper and
breakfast! We had quite a selection of tents but by far the star of the
show was the Tundra Tarp - Hilleberg Atlas which was our communal
eating and socializing area. Without this I am sure I would have either
gone completely mad owing to the mosquitos or spent the entire time
when not on the river cooped up in my little Coleman Kraz X1.
We carried with us a Spot device, a sat phone and a personal locator
beacon. The Spot allowed us to send GPS co-ordinates along with a
standard ‘I’m OK’ message to predetermined email addresses and mobile
phone numbers. It also has one option for a personal message (ours,
in this case, was ‘OK but wind bound’) and ﬁnally an SOS message. If
we wished, it also had a tracking facility which we can activate but this
requires the GPS to be on all the time. Sat phones are easy to hire and
considered a standard piece of emergency equipment for such remote
northern trips.

The loaded canoes.

Mark and Gene on some grade 1 - 2 rapids.
Creek. After completing this beautiful little tributary (as I now think of
it) we found ourselves at the south branch of the Rae River which was
a beautiful clear and wide river. We had beautiful campsite, 4 metre cliffs
on river right with spectacular views of ﬂat topped rocky hills. The river
looked bigger than expected, about 30 metres wide with some grade 1
rock gardens.

The river

The actual water varied quite a lot during our trip. We started on a
little creek out of the lake on which we had landed which was a bit of
push and pull, through narrow shrub covered twists and turns. It was
rather frustrating because every 25 - 30 metres it appeared to open up
into a river wide enough to paddle, only to constrict again round the
next corner. Gene later described it as a ‘problematic navigation’. Many
geese and their goslings, along with 2 muskrats, looked on in amusement
as we struggled to make our way down this waterway. I feel I can say
with reasonable certainty that we were the ﬁrst (and quite possibly the
last) to make this descent and later that evening Dave named it Hooper
CANOEIST December 2010

Damian’s Falls.
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Muskox by the river.
we may have seen so many sights; travelling in a small group meant that
we could stop and investigate where we wanted without having to push
on to a schedule. It may have been that the remoteness of the area and
lack of people who travel this way meant that we saw the things we did
or we could have just been lucky. Whatever the reason, it was wonderful.
We saw Arctic wolves, caribou, muskox and two grizzly bears, not to
mention the birdlife, ptarmigans, bald eagles, golden eagles, gyr falcons
and many water birds.

think there will be any bother with bears today’, we insisted he kept
one of the pepper sprays. We had the other one (with which I slept) and
bangers in our bags.
Not more than 500m from camp we sat on the top of a rock outcrop
and chatted away, looking through our binoculars and enjoying the
sunshine. After 10 minutes or so we continued on our walk and after no
more than a minute’s walking Dave said ‘Guys, back up; there’s a bear’.
There was no doubt in my mind from his tone that he wasn’t joking.’
‘Where? Where?’ I said while backing up. ‘I can’t see it.’
‘You nearly frickin stood on him,’ was his reply. (I should point out
that this does not need any amount of exaggeration to make a good
story.) Oh, my goodness, then I saw him asleep on the rocks! We spied
our escape route, loaded our bangers, all in hushed tones, and then I
have no shame in telling you that I retreated to a distance which put
two good meals (ie Dave and Mark) between the bear and me. At this
point I assumed that we would be leaving the sleeping bear to lie and
retreating without waking him but his proximity to our camp (500m)
and the fact we were staying there that night meant that Dave and
Mark’s theory (they are vets after all) was to scare him away so Dave
set off a screamer which sounds like a ﬁrework. That only succeeded in
waking him up. Oh, my goodness, I was thinking now we had a grumpy
bear! There followed a short discussion between my two companions
(something about throwing a rock versus setting off another banger)
before Dave set off another banger which sounded like a gunshot and
scared the bear away.

Kugluktuk

O n c e we a r r ive d a t t h e
mouth of the river, Richardson
Bay, campsites were harder to
find as many of the locals had
dwellings on the little islands and
we did not want to intrude. We
stopped brieﬂy on one point to
get a photo of a large inukshuk.
Historically these may have been
used for navigation, as points of
reference, as markers for hunting
grounds or as food caches. Today
they are symbols of friendship and
cooperation and were, of course,
the symbol for the 2010 Olympic
Games in Vancouver.
When we arrived in Kugluktuk,

Sarah Hooper and Dave Plante photographs

La Plante (as I named this south branch) was a superb river and we
spent several days enjoying the varied rapids. Shortly after we began
we encountered Damian’s Falls (named after a friend of Dave from
Yellowknife who is a biologist specializing in caribou); on river right
was a grade 5 drop with an interesting rooster tail at the bottom.
River left was a narrow but long grade 4 chute. I dare say they could
be paddled but, with loaded canoes hundreds of miles from help and
an emergency rescue meaning a $10,000 plane bill, the only line we
were taking was the one on the bank; besides, we felt like stretching
our legs! There were many long sections of technical grade 1 and 2 and
short sections of grade 3 ﬁnishing with wide boulder fans which were
awesome fun. The water was very bouldery and crystal clear.
Reaching the actual Rae River was a signiﬁcant moment. Dave had
been researching and planning this trip for several years and now here
we were. This was the actual river named after his Arctic hero. The river
widened signiﬁcantly and was 300m in it’s widest parts. It was no longer
as clear as La Plante and we had several days of ﬂat water paddling
before reaching more rapids. One of the most memorable rapids on
the Rae we named Hodgins Canyon for our friend Shawn Hodgins
(Wanapitei canoe owner and guide). This was a nice long set of grade 2
with a grade 3 ﬁnish at the end.

Sarah lands a northern pike.

Number 2 – The golden eagle versus the
raven

One day we were watching a golden eagle soaring and circling high
above and stopped paddling quite close to shore to see what happened
next. Before long the eagle made a vertical dive down towards a family
of geese with several goslings. Much ﬂapping of wings and squawks
of distress ensued and we were left with the eagle landed on the bank,
looking quite pleased with himself, and a (seemingly) dead gosling
which had not quite made it to the river. Within seconds a raven came
from nowhere, almost dive bombed the eagle and led him high up into
the clouds. We watched these two for 5 to 10 minutes while the raven
tormented the eagle in a display of which the Red Arrows would have
been proud. Meanwhile, the little gosling (which we now realized had
only been playing dead) toddled off to catch up with the rest of his
family. We were totally stunned. Was the raven a buddy of the geese? Was
the raven angry with the eagle for a previous misdemeanor or did he go
after the eagle just because he could? I guess we’ll never know...

Kugluktuk coming into sight.

Number 3 – The wolf versus the caribou

After dinner one night we were taking some great midnight sun
pictures when Dave spotted what he thought were a couple of caribou
swimming above the falls. He signalled to me as I had earlier expressed
interest in seeing swimming caribou. Dave quickly walked upstream
about 500m and started taking pictures. He couldn’t understand why
the cow and calf were going back and forth in the river. As I started
to follow Dave I heard shouting coming from behind me; an excited
Mark was watching the creatures through his binoculars. ‘It’s a wolf!’ he
yelled! It suddenly became clear; the smaller animal was a wolf which
wasn’t nearly as good a swimmer as the larger cow. With all the shouting
the wolf looked up, spotted Dave and then bolted up the bank on the
opposite side of the river. A wolf had been in pursuit of this caribou.
She took to the river for safety, swimming back and forth in the current
to elude the predator. Dave had inadvertently interrupted a wolf ’s
dinner plans! Dave stayed up late, ﬁshing, that night; she was content to
stay put 10m from him and rest until long after we had all gone to bed.

Sarah by unnamed falls.
The excitement of being on a river that may not have been paddled
before or, at least, not for a very long time was positively bursting out
of me at times. I must thank my companions for humouring me as I
bounced around like a small child insisting that we name rapids and
made up a song about the river of which they were forced to endure
my rendition each evening as I added extra verses!
The scenery on the river was like nothing I had ever seen before;
being so remote from anywhere in an area known as the Barren lands,
we could see for miles and miles but the name of the Barren lands does
the area an injustice as in the summer, when we were there, the wild
ﬂowers were abundant and it really was beautiful. I can understand,
however, that in the winter, covered in snow, the area would seem
completely different. We experienced almost 24 hours of daylight whilst
on the river; although the sun did set at about half past midnight and
rise at about 3am there was no appreciable darkness in between.

Wildlife

The wildlife we saw was incredible and at times I felt as though I was
at home, watching a wildlife documentary. There are a few reasons why
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My top three encounters are:

Number 1 – The
sleeping grizzly

The ﬁrst grizzly bear was on the
side of the river and, although he (or
she) looked slightly curious, after a
few minutes ran off and left us to
our paddling. It was really cool. I
got an OK photo and, with a bit of
exaggeration, could have made a good
story; it was at a safe distance and I
was happy. The second encounter was
far more dramatic. We had decided to
have a layover day and camp in the
same place for two nights.
Then we had a day off and decided
to go for a hike. Gene stayed at camp
and, despite his protests of ‘I don’t

CANOEIST December 2010

A large inukshuk above the river.
the Inuit village on the shore of the Arctic Ocean which was our
destination, we were already being talked about by the locals. ‘We don’t
usually see canoeists approaching from the west,’ one man told us. ‘Have
you seen any caribou?’ and ‘What is the ﬁshing like at the falls?’ were
the two most common questions we were asked. We spent our last night
camping at the public campsite (not quite as grand as the name suggests)
and were quite the local celebrities. Many of the villagers came to chat
with us and the local children (who seem to be up all night, I guess
making the most of the daylight whilst they can) were eager to share
ﬁshing stories and show off their quad bike manœuvres to us.

Home and reﬂection

Dave loading bangers to
chase off the bear.

The wolf stalks the caribou.

Having spent 15 days on the river and the ﬁrst 10 without any sign
of humans, I had mixed feelings about heading back to Yellowknife.
A hot shower and a ﬂushing loo deﬁnitely had an appeal but I found
something really magical about being that remote and I really didn’t
want to leave it behind. Previous to the trip I spoke about it as being
a once in a lifetime experience but now I’m not so sure. There are few
areas left in the world which we can truly describe as wilderness and,
having been there and felt it, already I have a strong desire or, perhaps,
stronger than that, a need to go back there. I’ve tried and I think failed to
adequately describe to friends and family how I felt on the Rae River
and I can’t even begin to try to explain in a few sentences here. It’s
something that I hope you will go and experience for yourself.

Sarah Hooper
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Canoeing on show
Once again a wide range of canoes were on show in 2010 to those
who were in the right places at various times during the year. We offer a
a look at what was on offer at some of the more important ones.

Another canoe being rowed.

Lekker Ding, Dutch slang for a bit of all right, is an Iain Oughtred
Stickleback canoe entered in the competition by Adrian Gingell.
The 3.2m canoe has a 4mm hull and 3mm deck with Douglas ﬁr,
ash and possibly iroko from an old school bench so she may also
contain traces of chewing gum. Construction took over 150 hours
and cost £450 plus a new lounge carpet.

Nestaway Boats are importing the
Swedish Point 65˚N’s sectional sit
on top which can have the middle
piece left out to convert it from
a 4.16m double to a single or for
ease of transport and storage.
Prices begin at £499. [07768
600595]
As usual, Nucleus had a large display at the Tullett Prebon London
Boat Show.

The Thames Vintage Boat Club
showed a Peterborough and the
ever present Gena.

Three sailing canoes from Solway
Dory. Between the red Sheerwater
and blue Fulmar is the large No
Name trimaran. [01539 533878]
A ﬂeet of Northern Sound plywood canoes disguised as birchbark.
[01844 338229]
James Wharram promoting the
large catamaran canoe despite a
recent knee operation. A number
of Islanders are to be constructed
in the Marshall Islands. [01872
864792]

Roger French always draws interest with his Tyne kayaks.
A Thames Traditional Boat Society canoe rigged for rowing.

The Devon stand at the Best
of Britain & Ireland trade show
featured a waveski to promote
the English Riviera.

Steve Macfarlane had a stand
for Glenuig Inn.

Naitaka, built in ply.

As usual, the Beale Park Boat Show near Pangbourne featured a
wide range of canoes from the smallest ply models to large electric
luxury canoes. Brenhines y Mor was designed and built by Dave
Bursnall as an entry in the Water Craft Amateur Boatbuilding
Awards. The 5.5m kayak in 4mm marine ply and ash, epoxy glass
sheathed inside and out, is secured with Kevlar tape and cost
about £1,200 to build, including ﬁttings. She was to replace his 35
year old sea kayak and features sharp chines.
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A self designed strip canoe built
with the Boat Building Academy
in Lyme Regis. [01297 445545]

Muskoka, on offer from Henley Sales & Charter at £15,000. This
6.25m x 1.42m electric canoe carries six and was built in 2002 by
Brackley Boats in Ontario as their interpretation of a classic Thames
canoe. [01491 578870]
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A Wilderness Systems Tarpon
sit on top ﬁtted with an electric
motor.

Nestaway staff take an open
canoe out on its maiden voyage.

Honnor Marine had a selection of Seveylor inﬂatable canoes.
[01706 715986]
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Flaxland exhibited this eco
friendly canoe. Using an
ash frame, the boat has an
unusual composite skin.
The reinforcement is ﬂax
while the matrix is a one
part resin based on linseed
and cured by exposure to
UV light. Builder Simon
Cooper still has to develop
the design to reach a
commercial product but
the concept will be worth
watching. [07815 967951]

Erecting a folding canoe.
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Lochar Water

To Andrew Murray of Cockpool That Man ’s ma deir cousin to me;
Desire him cum and mak me aid
With all the power that he may be.

R
Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.

The PSP Southampton Boat Show included some kayaks and
canoes for those whose cheque books and parking space did
not stretch to the large craft on show. Berry Boats displayed this
graceful open canoe, available for £2,900 ready to go or less if
partially ﬁtted out. [01271 831348]

At the IWA National Festival, also back at Beale Park this year,
Adventure Dolphin staff put on a display of paddling skills.
Unfortunately this attempt to roll an open canoe failed when the
thwart broke. Staff also took members of the public out on the
water. Adventure Dolphin are about to get a new centre for their
activities.

Nucleus and Johnson Outdoors put on a good display of craft at
Southampton either side of one of the walkways. New from Old
Town on the Johnson Outdoors stand was the Saranache 146.
[01493 745192]

Hempel displayed Yildiz to show off their varnish. Built in 1890 by Salters of Oxford with cedar strip hull and rock elm timbers, she was
the oldest boat in the show and has been fully restored by William Howard. [Hempel 01633 833600, Howard 07983 151118]
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Birds, Burns

ising on Watchman Moor as Park Burn,
Lochar Water ﬂows south across Dumfries &
Galloway to the Nith Estuary national scenic
area and the Solway Firth.
Road access is always limited. The ﬁnal bridge is
where the B725 crosses at Bankend although the road
is not wide enough to leave a vehicle. The best place
to park is on the B725 at the southern end of the
village.

Edward I. After sequences of being ruined and rebuilt
in the 14th century, a mansion with ﬁne carved panels
was added in the 1630s by Robert Maxwell, the 1st
Earl of Nithsdale.
Initially, herons, swans and mallards are the birds
most likely to be seen on the water and larks are to
be heard. Trees lean into the muddy water from time
to time and there are occasional blockages, primarily
reeds so it is not hard to force a passage. Water lilies are

and banking

A narrow twisting section at Upper Locharwoods.
Upper Locharwoods is at the end of the Black
Grain Plantation, part of Mabie Forest. From here
the river becomes tidal but with quite fast ﬂow over
some clay rapids when the tide permits. The banks are
lined with reeds and the river meanders excessively
so that much of the wind is kept off and, even on the
exposed reaches, it never comes from any direction for
very long. Added to this, the river is now turning in a
generally easterly direction so the prevailing wind is
following.
In doing so, the river moves away from Ward Law,
which has a Roman fort on top and another fort site in
a circle of trees. Beyond Shearington is the major fort
in the area, Caerlaverock Castle, named after the lark's
nest. One of the ﬁnest mediaeval castles in Scotland, it
is Britain's only castle with a triangular bailey. Built in
the 1290s, it was subject to many sieges, including by

found in some reaches. A rowing boat at Locharwoods
is lowered from a lift on the bank.
Beyond Eastpark a levée follows the south bank
for a couple of kilometres, less obvious than the life
rings positioned at its foot. Beyond this bank is a
pyramid shaped observation tower. The Wildlife Trust's
Caerlaverock Wetlands Centre is sited beside 5.7km2 of
merse, saltmarsh where birdlife is ideally viewed from
October to April. It is one of the best places in Britain
to see whooper swans. There are pinkfooted and
greylag geese, other wildfowl and waders. Winter ﬂocks
of barnacle geese can exceed 12,000. There is a notable
goose migration in April. The RSPB have said that the
130,000 wildfowl in the Solway Firth are threatened
by climate change. Four legged wildlife includes
badgers and natterjack toads.
It is never a good sign when swans in

Eastpark observation tower near the river.
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Guide

Lochar Water

Lochar Water

Guide

Criffel rises on the far side of the Nith estuary.
the middle of the river start walking. Beyond Nether
Locharwoods the river widens and becomes shallow
for much of the time. There is some braiding as the
water carves between low banks of silt, later sandbanks.
Groynes to prevent erosion can stretch most of the way
across the river with low posts, concrete lumps and
rocks, which tend to get spread about in the shallows.
Views can be extensive at times, back to Criffel on the
far side of the River Nith, on to a wooded hill near

Ecclefechan and to the mountains of the Lake District
in England. Oystercatchers and curlews inhabit the
widening estuary.
The last vehicle access point is a track beside the
Brow Well by the Raffles Burn, occupied by the
kingfisher. The well, which has iron impregnated
mineral water, was visited by Robert Burns, seeking
a cure for his final illness. The well looks most
unattractive and a notice warns that its water is not

Lochar Water widens between sandbanks below Powhillon.

A makeshift groyne runs most of the way across at Cockpool.
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Brow Well beside the Rafﬂes Burn, sought by the dying Burns.
potable. Sea bathing was another aspect of the
cure he was seeking. From here Burns sent his
publisher a ﬁnal song, Fairest Maid on Devon
Banks, and an uncharacteristic plea for £5 to
stave off a legal action by a creditor, possible
incarceration in a debtors’ prison exacerbating
his illness as it had done his father. He walked
to Clarenceﬁeld, where he visited what is now
the Farmer's Arms. He had no money but the
landlord appreciated who he was and served
him. Burns died a couple of days later.
Standing back from the estuary is the
unassuming hamlet of Ruthwell. It has the
Savings Bank Museum in recognition of the
fact that the Revd Henry Duncan set up the
first savings bank here in 1810. It became
the Trustee Savings Bank, now absorbed into
Lloyds TSB. William Paterson, a co-founder of
the Bank of England in 1694, had come from
Lochmaben, 15km north of the village.

Duncan also rediscovered the 5.5m late 7th
century Anglian stone Ruthwell Cross with
runic and Latin inscriptions. One of the best
in Europe, it has verses from The Dream of the
Rood and is a rare example of Anglo Saxon
poetry. It is in Ruthwell church.
Over the final kilometre to the Solway
Firth the Lochar Water widens to be over a
kilometre wide, the ﬂow being mostly conﬁned
to shallow channels between extensive areas of
muddy sand, some of it quicksand. When the
tides does come in it can arrive as a bore, the
full width of the estuary covering in a couple
of minutes as a sheet of water sweeps across.
This is a windswept area to be treated with
caution.
At low water the channel reaches across
Blackshaw Bank for at least 13km, nearly to the
English shore, on which the most conspicuous
features are the aerials at Cardurnock.

The bore sweeps into the estuary.
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FACT FILE
Distance
From Upper Locharwoods to the Solway Firth
is 10km.
Transport
Stagecoach buses connect Bankend and
Caerlaverock via Dumfries with Clarenceﬁeld.
Campsite
There is a campsite 7km away at Mouswald.
Youth Hostel
There is a youth hostel 32km away at Carlisle.
OS 1:50,000 Sheets
84 Dumfries & Castle Douglas
85 Carlisle & Solway Firth
Admiralty Chart
Solway Firth & Approaches (1:100,000)
Tidal Constants
Silloth: HW Dover + 50 mins, LW Dover +
1 hr
Forecasts
Marinecall: Colwyn Bay - Mull of Galloway,
09014 737 471
Sea Area: Irish Sea
Lifeboats
Inshore: Silloth
All Weather: Workington
Helicopter
Prestwick
Maritime Rescue Centre
Liverpool, 0151 931 3341
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Did
I mention the rain?
After weeks of training during the warm balmy evenings of the

these sleek craft skimmed across the water at great speed, being followed
by chaps on bicycles shouting instructions from the towpath. Most of
the time it was telling us to get out of the *** way but what do you
summer, when the odd splash of water and even capsizing was a expect? They were facing the wrong way!
welcome and refreshing interlude, 12 intrepid adventurers from
Rain descended once more and the old muscles were starting to
Godalming 429 Round Table were ready for the challenge that lay complain a tad (master of the understatement, me) and we stopped
ahead, a 47 mile paddle in 2 man open canoes from Godalming to for the night in downtown Kingston. It must have been a strange and
Westminster.
incongruous sight as we walked amongst the shoppers
We had been trained by two experienced and fully
from our canoes, still wearing our full and varied wet
qualified instructors from the Go Godalming Youth
weather gear, squelching along, looking like the cast from
Canoe Club and Godalming District Scout Canoe Club
the ﬁlm Deliverence.
who were only going to help us as long as we completed
Sunday saw a big breakfast, energy drinks and plasters
the minimum requirement of competence to be let loose
covering blistered hands; we were in high spirits. We were
with their canoes and equipment. They also demanded
ready for the big push to Westminster. We set off, joined
beer, wine and T shirts. The certiﬁcates were awarded,
by one of the instructors to act as safety cover in his sea
the risk assessment ﬁnalized, the Environment Agency,
kayak. We hit the tidal part of the Thames just after high
National Trust, Port of London Authority and RNLI all duly notiﬁed tide so that we could go with the ﬂow downriver. What a great way to
and we were ready and fully prepared for everything...
get into central London, no trafﬁc, congestion charges or trafﬁc jams
Well, nearly everything. The ﬁrst weekend in October has to go down but beautiful riverbanks with cormorants and herons, passing Ham
as one of the wettest on record but there was no going back now. The House, Sion Park and Kew Gardens and onward towards Chiswick...
town mayor was booked!
and more heavy rain. This would have been ﬁne except for the force 8
The reason for this madness was simple. We were doing what headwind and whitecapped waves that suddenly appeared from nowhere
Round Table does best, identifying a need in the local community and and made it virtually impossible to make any headway and all we
channelling our efforts and resources to help. We are raising money to succeeded in doing was ﬁlling our craft with water but with true grit
fund a much needed minibus for the Wharf Nursery. This was to enable and determination we dug deep, heads down, and paddled for England;
children and parents to get to a temporary school on the outskirts of after all, we knew there would be champagne waiting for us at the end.
town while a new nursery is built on the old site. The minibus is already
I can conﬁrm that the Thames is actually extremely wide, which we
in service and has the Round Table logo proudly displayed on the sides. only fully appreciated when dodging river cruisers, riding their wakes
The vehicle is also available to the wider community for hire, whether and assessing how long it would take us to swim fully clothed to the
for school trips, fun days out to the seaside, corporate transport, funerals, shore before the next pleasure boat ploughed unwittingly over us.
weddings, bhamitsvahs or perhaps the occasional Round Table outing
The ﬁnal run in is an amazing experience; arriving in London by
(reasonable rates). We needed to raise £7,500.
river offers a new perspective, past the back of Fulham football club,
We were given a great send off by friends and family, the children Battersea power station and the MI6 headquarters and then, at last,
and staff from the nursery and, of course, the Godalming town mayor, the London Eye came into view. With renewed energy we passed the
all of whom braved the elements, from the Town Wharf on the River Houses of Parliament (still raining by the way), went under Westminster
Wey. Our journey took us through Guildford up to Send near Woking, Bridge and were greeted by excited cheers and waves from wives,
where we were provide with sustenance and refreshment at the New children and grandparents as we went under Waterloo Bridge and
Inn, whose owner is a builder and is always looking for more work. We landed on the South Bank at the Royal Festival Hall. We drew quite
were not sure about the building side of things but his mushroom soup a crowd until they realized that we weren’t part of the 2012 Olympic
and sausage and chips are the best around! Having dried out slightly, squad but I am sure that the insistent and over enthusiastic Japanese
completely steamed up the inside of the
tourist will cherish my autograph for many
pub and relieved the unsuspecting patrons
years to come.
of their money for our cause, we continued
The challenge was complete; we had all
on our way again. (It was raining.)
made it and in ﬁne spirits (did I mention
We stopped overnight in Byﬂeet, sampled
that it was raining still?), 12 like minded
beer and curry as expected and continued
Tablers doing something great for the
on Saturday morning to Weybridge and
benefit of others. We have raised so far
the Thames. Rowing clubs abound along
around £4,500 and still have a way to go.
this stretch of the river with the majority
Why not take a look at our Just Giving site,
of rowers being female. It is clearly (as we
see some photos and, if you feel the urge,
noted) a sport for the young, fit and of
please make a donation.
athletic build and, to a man, we rued the
Peter Harris
missed opportunity of our youth, which
was spent playing far too much football and
Go to www.justgiving.com/rtcanoeing.
rugby. Our group became quite a hazard as
Peter Harris photographs

M
L

Lapita Voyage
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2009
52 mins
The Lapita Voyage delivered two
catamaran sailing canoes as gifts
to islanders in the remote Paciﬁc
to allow them to retain their
traditional skills (Apr 2009, p58).
This ﬁlm is about that journey
but, more importantly, it is about
the background, the history of
the design, which is basically 2,000
years old. It is about the beneﬁts of
catamarans. It is marine archaeology
and it contributes to research on migration
amongst the Paciﬁc islands. It is about putting canoes in context.
What it does not give away was that James Wharram recorded the last
of the commentary a few hours before an operation for bowel cancer,
happily successful.

Periodical Publishers Association
Independent Publisher Awards
Inaugural
Achievement Award
winner
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Reviews of new books
and publications
Pub Paddles
Peter Knowles
Rivers Publishing UK
978 0 9550614 1 7
May 2010
240 x 170mm
223 pages, paperback
£19.95 from Cordee Outdoor Books &
£
Maps, 11 Jacknell Rd, Hinckley, Leics
LE10 3BS
Unusually for a canoeing title, this
book could be stocked comfortably
by mainstream bookshops. The aquatic
equivalent of a pub walks guide, it covers
over two dozen suggested tours enclosed
by a ring through Southampton, Oxford,
Cambridge and Chelmsford, ranging between 3 and 18km in length
but with options for extending or shortening them. More important
than the paddling is where to get beer, meals and ice creams.Very much
family orientated, youngsters feature prominently in many pictures.
As well as the nature of the water and the skill level required, each
trip is graded for scenery, attraction for kids, time needed, parking,
launching with start and ﬁnish points, portages, licence, hire canoe
availability, whether quiet or busy, local places of interest and more,
including a trip map. The trips are grouped for those who want a
particular level of difﬁculty, castles and National Trust properties or
canoe hire or are physically challenged or need to rely on trains for
transport. Websites are listed for further information.
The trips were written up by a number of contributors, including
several guides by Chris Wheeler, to whom the book is dedicated.
The maps have won Don Williams a national cartography award.
Modesty forbids any comment on the layout, other than to say it sets
new standards for Rivers Publishing, including being in a larger format
than usual with the many pictures in full colour.
Peter warns against the old school purist guide publishers, preferring
to be selective, but I cannot complain too much as he has included my
favourite scrapheap picture and dubious captions. My serious word of
warning is against the advice in one or two places that the ebb is always
a lot faster than the ﬂood, sometimes not so on other rivers.
Publicity has included an interview by Sandi Toksvig on Radio 4’s
Excess Baggage. Altogether this is an excellent book which will do much
to promote the sport to families.
Iain Oughtred - A Life in Wooden Boats
Nic Compton
Adlard Coles Nautical, 36 Soho
Sq, London W1D 3QY
978 1 4081 0515 3
2008
280 x 230mm
159 pages, hardback
In the Aug 97 editorial I wrote
with great enthusiasm of the
Greenwich Wooden Boat Show
and the atmosphere amongst the
wooden boat revival enthusiasts.
One of the ringleaders of that
revival has been Iain Oughtred,
an Australian who has returned
to his Scottish roots, and this
is his biography. A producer of
plans and sometime builder of boats, he has always sailed close to the
wind ﬁnancially and lived a spartan bachelor lifestyle. He has turned
his back on a disfunctional home family but has taken support from the

Quakers and from Celtic and folk music.
The book ends with a selection of scaled down plans and a list of
Iain’s 107 designs, of which 9 are sailing or paddling canoes in addition
to a couple of canoe yawls. Yet there is barely a mention of canoes by
the author until nearly the end of the book, when he comments how
Iain revisits his canoe plans and redesigns some of them.
It appears that the dearth of comment on the initial canoe designs
is down to the fact that the author is a sailing boat man and out of his
comfort zone with canoes. As a result he misrepresents Iain although
there is a full page picture of Iain using an International Canoe during
a six month sabbatical with WoodenBoat in Maine, reputedly Uffa Fox’s
last boat.
Each chapter ends with a couple of pages taken from articles written
by Iain. The ﬁrst is about fully battened sails, with a drawing of Andrew
Eastwood’s IC, perhaps the only one in Scotland, to illustrate his
meaning. Another lists out his ten all time favourite boats. The IC is
ﬁrst on the list. Also present in that list is the Clyde Canoe Club’s Wren
sailing canoe and the canoe yawl Norma. Iain claims of the canoe that
‘the fun per pound (weight) or pound (money), or hours of preparation,
may be far ahead of any other type of boat.’ His Beaver open canoe is,
he says, ‘of approximately perfect form and proportion.’ He has designed
for McNulty and Swallow Boats but says he doesn’t sell many canoes,
which may be a result of the lack of advertising and publicity for him in
the canoe market. Mini plans at the end of the book include the Beaver
and the MacGregor, a two masted canoe with signiﬁcant Rob Roy
inﬂuence, it would seem.
A disadvantage of the spartan lifestyle has been a failure to keep
abreast of the technology and now, beyond retiring age, it is too late to
catch up. Hours fairing in curves on a drawing board will produce what
younger people can turn out with the press of a few buttons.
Books on the British end of the wooden boat revival are not often
seen so it is good to have a biography on one of the leading lights,
especially such an enigmatic designer as Iain Oughtred.
London’s Waterways
Derek Pratt
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 1074 4
1st Mar 2010
260mm sq
150 pages, hardback
£19.99
This photo book is
similar in format to the
author’s two previous ones
on the inland waterways (Jul
06, p36) and the Thames
(Jun 08, p41) and overlaps
with both of them. It covers
the Thames from Hampton
Court to the Tower and the
canals south of Denham and Waltham Abbey. In addition it features
Docklands and some of the lesser known London rivers, the Brent,
Wandle, Roding, Crane, Tyburn, Westbourne, Neckinger, Fleet and
New River.
Canoeists feature, youngsters in playboats under instruction at
Kingston and at Acton’s Lock and canoe lifeguards shepherding
swimmers in a triathlon in the Royal Victoria Dock.
The format has the typical two page spread with a large photograph
covering two thirds of it, other pictures covering half of what is left and
the captions adding some information.
The photographs are excellent, Derek Pratt at his best, with some
interesting use of light and unusual camera angles. An older photograph
of Westway over the Paddington Arm was well worth including in
views which range from the industrial to the totally rural. Amongst
the more stunning shots are the Houses of Parliament, Vauxhall
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Bridge, a South Bank café, Tower Bridge, Docklands, ExCeL, Hanwell
and Barking Creek. Subjects range from the internationally known
landmarks to places which were new even to the author. This book is
highly recommended.
Out of Our Depth
Mike Peyton
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 1113 0
1985, 2nd edition 2009
230 x 160mm
96 pages, paperback
£9.99
Another yachting cartoon book by Mike
Peyton, this time it is only cartoons with no
text. As usual, it majors on the misadventures
of the less upmarket yachties of the Essex
coast, the initials FYC having a particular
resonance for those in the Fambridge area.
Boat names are all very plausible yet have
an irony in the circumstances each time. In
fact, many of the cartoons are all too plausible because they have been
inspired by real events. Indeed, I am sure I must have a photograph
(with the castle in the background) of the Rochester houseboat ‘leaving
soon’ with its gangplank, washing line, TV aerials, bird box, dustbin,
ﬂower boxes, greenhouse on the roof and multiple mooring ropes.
There are no canoes in the book but there could be all too easily, some
of the incidents coming uncomfortably close to home.
Storms & Wild Water
Dag Pike
Adlard Coles Nautical
2009
978 1 4081 1231 1
250 x 190mm
159 pages, paperback
£16.99
The raw power of nature in the
world’s oceans is the subject of this
book, including tropical revolving
stor ms, extreme waves, perfect
storms, winds, whirlpools, tsunamis
and some specialities of the Atlantic,
Indian, Paciﬁc and Southern Oceans.
The pictures are extremely sobering,
making it an awe inspiring book.
The causes of the world’s weather are detailed, including the fact
that winds result from temperature differentials so that global warming,
raising all temperatures, would not result in stronger winds. The energy
in a tropical revolving storm exceeds the power in hundreds of nuclear
weapons. There is no shortage of energy but our engineering is too
feeble to harness it.
In some countries it is now a legal requirement to have a weather
forecast before going to sea.
Some waves have been measured at over 29m from peak to trough.
Interestingly, the height of the visible peak in each case has been less
signiﬁcant than the depth of the hole before or after it, something
which cannot be seen in advance. Surfers know that waves come in sets
but research has shown that in a wave train one in 23 will be double
the average height, one in 1,175 will be three times the average height
and one in 300,000 will be four times the average height.
This book is mostly about commercial shipping and yachting with
concerns about boat design and operation policy with the suggestion
that insurance companies should be forcing boats to adopt safe practices
if legislators will not do so rather than trying to keep to schedules in
bad weather. I was disappointed that single waves from fast catamaran
ferries are not included.
While much relates to the deep oceans, coastal effects are
covered, including Skookumchuck, Saltsraumen, Moskenstraumen,
Corryvreckan, Pentland, Portland and a picture of playboats on the
Falls of Lora.
Sea paddlers, sailors and surfers will learn much from this fascinating
book, a breathtaking read even for those who do not go on the water.
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Doctor on Board
Dr J Hauert
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 1272 4
15th Jun 2010
220 x 150mm
96 pages, paperback
£12.99
Translated from a book for German sailors,
this works well as it has many photographs,
annotated as necessary, but is small enough
to be slipped into a BDH container for
reference when needed.
Not all of it is relevant to us. You do not
have the beneﬁt of a cabin to rest a patient
but the paddler is more likely to be on or close to land when incidents
happen and is unlikely to have to deal with poisoning by drinking
diesel or other such liquids.
Increasing use is being made of tape and less of bandages for ﬁrst
aid. The use of different colours of tape in the photographs is very
informative. On the other hand, sometimes calling a patient ‘they’ is
confusing.
The book is particularly intended for long voyages so it could
well be read by anyone preparing for a canoe expedition away from
civilization, to decide what could be relevant and how to plan for
it. A world map of malarial areas is probably overly technical and
complicated but advice on what food to eat and what to avoid is very
clear. First aid kit contents are more suited to a full expedition but the
list does group together the products by generic and brand names, how
much to take and dosages, how to use them and problems which might
arise, so consider these and stock as required.
The Normandy Coast from the Air
Jean-Louis Guéry
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 1276 2
21st May 2010
210mm sq
101 pages, paperback
£15.99
Translated from the French
edition, this enjoyable book features
the west side of the Cotentin
peninsula and the Emerald Coast to
Cap Fréhel, including the Écrehou,
the Minquiers, the Chausey Isles

and the Rance below Dinan.
Primarily, it is a picture book, most shots taken from the air and often
at low water, showing rocks, sandbanks, mud and draining channels
which are issues for those planning to be on the water. A typical page
has half a dozen photographs covering 60% of the area with descriptive
material below. Thus, the pictures are often quite small but are worth
studying closely. One is of canoeing on the Rance estuary. Some of
the early views are annotated with locations indicated but this does not
continue through the book.
Supporting the text are brightly coloured charts, usually at 1:100,000
or larger scale. Finally, there are four pages identifying birds and other
wildlife to be met along this part of the French Channel coast.
It is possible to spend a great deal of time poring over these pictures,
which are equally relevant to the walker and to the small boat user. The
sea paddler will learn much from them. Otherwise, the book is just a
source of enjoyment.
Do Whales Get the Bends?
Tony Rice
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 1326 4
15th Jan 2010
230 x 160mm
165 pages, paperback
£9.99
The style and price of this book suggest that it a sequel to Do
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Dolphins Ever Sleep? (Jun 08, p41) but it is
by a different author, has no photographs
and has only just over half the number of
pages. It covers some of the same material
and uses the question and answer format but
the questions are more linked than before,
making it more like a textbook.
Topics cover ocean facts and figures,
wildlife, ships, sailors, weather and tides.
New material this time tells those interested
in cetaceans that they will only be present
if ﬁsh are present, in which case gulls will
also be present. With no gulls you will not
see whales, dolphins or porpoises. I was
also intrigued to learn that the magnetic
south pole moves as the magnetic north pole does but the two move
independently of each other, the line joining them presently missing the
centre of the Earth by over 500km.
The author, a marine biologist, has some withering comments on
international seabed ownership legislation. He also devotes several
pages to global warming, including a graph which apparently shows
ﬂuctuations of average Northern Hemisphere temperature of as little as
0.05˚C or less in a few years a thousand years ago. More plausible is his
claim that sea levels have risen 130m in the last 18,000 years, meaning
that continental shelves are parts of the land mass which have been
inundated. There has been a stand in the sea level rise for the last 3,000
- 6,000 years but the sea level rise during 1993 - 2003 has been 3mm/
year, compared with an average of 7mm/year since the last ice age.
Expert predictions for the 21st century range from 0.9 to 8.8mm/year
rise. Could our ﬂoating tectonic plates being going up and down as fast
as they are going sideways, making us all sailors on a grand scale?
Coastal Treasure Hunter
Louise Spilsbury
A & C Black Publishers Ltd, 36 Soho
Sq, London W1D 3QY
978 1 4081 2693 6
2010
230 x 180mm
26 pages, paperback
£5.99
This is not a canoeing book but
would be of value to families needing
to keep younger children interested
on sea trips, particularly during beach
stops. There are things to seek, shells,
fossils, stones, driftwood, worm casts,
birds, rock pools, treasure and much more. There are instructions for
collecting objects to make a wind chime and suggestions such as
making plaster casts of footprints.
There is also advice on best practice regarding the coastal
environment and its wildlife although, on the subject of stranded
animals, there is a worrying picture of two men running with a net as
they approach a seal right next to the water on a beach. Pictures of a
limpet and wrack are wrong captioned. Generally, however, this is an
excellent book for keeping children motivated during a sea trip.
Coastal Turmoil
Ken Endean
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 2702 5
24th Aug 2010
250 x 190mm
154 pages, paperback
£16.99
Wind, waves and tide races are the
building blocks of sea kayak paddling,
every bit as much as for sailors, the
intended readership. Ignoring the
sailing aspects, the explanations given
on these topics are informative and,
often, thought provoking.
Although Ken Endean is

not a paddler, at times he writes as if experienced in canoeing. His
photographs are taken between the Pentland Firth and western France,
including various paddling venues, especially the Bitches, where he
makes reference to freestyle events. Features are sometimes shown more
clearly by using rivers, including the Tees barrage white water course.
The locations are always named, of particular value if you are planning
to head there.
Colour diagrams join the pictures to explain many phenomena which
we meet on the water. Included is a rare and welcome explanation of
fast catamaran ferry washes. One point of issue my school geography
master would have taken with this book is that clouds do not rise to go
over high land, the Tom & Jerry effect; they are forced up over it. Like
me, I suspect that he would have concurred with most of the rest of it,
however. There is excellent material here.
Reeds Nautical Almanac 2011
Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 2739 1
2010
260 x 190mm
1,026 + 158 pages, paperback
£39.99
Since we last looked at Reeds
Nautical Almanac (Jan 05, p27) it has
seen some changes but the overall
concept is unaltered, a mighty tome
to tell yachtsmen what they need
to know about navigating the coast
of the Br itish Isles and Europe’s
western seaboard from Denmark to
Morocco, including the Azores. The
greater part of it consists of chartlets
of important landfalls, tide tables and
curves for standard ports, differences
for secondary ports and lists of
lights. Tables are now colourful and
the sunrise/sunset tables have been
simpliﬁed.
First there are 140 pages of general
advice. The weather and safety
chapters have been restructured and
there is a chapter on first aid and
more on collision regulations plus
multilingual dictionaries of boating
terms. Passage planning spells out
factors to consider. For the paddler,
chart symbols, buoyage, satnav, tides
and weather forecasts, including radio
broadcast times and wavelengths, are
amongst the many topics covered in detail.
This is too large a volume to carry but there is a loose leaf version
which allows you to take only the pages relevant to your trip. There is
also free online access. Coming with it is a Dover tide times card and
Reeds Marina Guide. This slimmer volume is of limited interested to us
but it does cover the British Isles with a chartlet and aerial photograph
for each marina, giving some insight to the nature of the local area.
Weather information and locations of chandlers may also be of value.
This is the yachtsman’s standard source of information. What is not
directly relevant to us is relevant to those with whom we share the
water so we ought to be aware of it.
World: Kayaking & Canoeing
Paul Mason
A & C Black Publishers Ltd
978 1 4081 2771 1
2010
220 x 150mm
32 pages, hardback
£10.99
This is an appetite whetter for children, showing exciting venues and
introducing various kinds of paddling skills, selected terminology, tips
and more in a colourful presentation.
The author is Canadian so we might expect to ﬁnd the top paddling
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venues from around the world with
emphasis on North America and little on
Europe. In fact, there is a significant but
surprising British Isles listing. The dozen
suggested world venues include the Teith
and the Summer Isles. A couple of further
options are noted for each of the main ones
if you like these. They include the Devizes
to Westminster Race, the Barle, the Taf,
Saunton Sands, the Uists and Benbecula,
the Kinglas and the Tavy. There can be few
British paddlers who have sampled a third of
that short list.
However, it is the pictures which will
capture the imagination. Reading the smaller print can come later.
Reﬂections on San Francisco Bay Vol 10
John Boeschen
John Boeschen & Co, 25 Valley View Ave,
San Rafael, CA 94901, USA
1 4392 6787 1
2010
200 x 130mm
200 pages, paperback
A tenth volume of tales from ‘the rulebending, chaotic, unrepentant, over-indulging
Dark Side of Kayaking’ covers the 2009
Thursday evening paddles of a group of
San Francisco Bay enthusiasts, often fathers,
sometime accompanied by sons.
As important as the paddling are the gourmet barbecues, the after
dark beach ﬁres of which tend to run them into trouble with the
various park and other security authorities. Future prospects could be
better as plans proceed for a water trail around the bay. ‘In the tales
that follow, Boeuf en Croute with a cabernet sauvignon demi glaze,
Andouille Sausage Jambalaya, Grand Marnier soufﬂé, Malfatti, and so
on will become familiar terms.’ More notoriety, however, related to a
pleasant bottle of Marilyn Merlot which was passed round. The person
who brought it was not aware that it was one of his wife’s bottles,
valued at $200. He was said to have been looking for somewhere to
sleep afterwards for a couple of nights.
A useful explanation this time is the frequently used term ‘Lewinski’,
a wind force apparently interchangeable with Beaufort. ‘Lewinski is
synonymous with chaos. By her very nature, she messes things up,
creates havoc. Layered on top of that is her unpredictability - she’s here
one moment, gone the next, then back again or she’s blowing from
every conceivable direction in less time than it takes to hyperventilate.’
The unpredictable but perhaps more useful includes a three part
double kayak which can also be assembled as a two part single.
Politics move from campﬁre discussions to action with they attempt
to remove a tatty banner, put up and left by environmental protesters
using a boat powered by fuel quite likely produced by the very reﬁnery
about which they were protesting.
Quoted is a review about last year’s volume. ‘The review appears in
the April issue of the UK’s and Europe’s premiere kayaking magazine,
“Canoeist:”.
These reports are emailed initially on a weekly basis. The one
following the previous quote gave details of two waves which had
come out of an unusually calm Paciﬁc and caused problems. I sent the
incident on to Dag Pike, whose Storms & Wild Water I was proofreading
at the time. When similar waves hit us in Pembrokeshire during the
2000 P&H dealer’s weekend they seemed likely to have been caused by
a fast catamaran ferry but that is unlikely to have been the case on the
Paciﬁc coast. Were these small tsunami waves which might have gone
unnoticed on a rougher day?
The last 35 pages are a reproduction of one week’s colour cartoons,
based on photographs and available over the internet.
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Scotland
Chris Townsend
Cicerone, 2 Police Sq, Milnthorpe,
Cumbria LA7 7PY
978 1 85284 442 4
2010
230 x 160mm
557 pages, paperback
£25.00
Scotland is mostly mountains and
water. If you are on one you can usually
see the other. This is rather different from
Cicerone’s usual pocket books, being twice
the size and three times the thickness.
Its commanding title is justiﬁed as far as
mountains are concerned as it describes
every major mountain in Scotland, many hundreds of them, and also
the long distance footpaths. The author has climbed them all, some
with Hamish Brown and Simon Willis, who have written for Canoeist.
The highest of these peaks are the 283 Munros, those over 914.4m
high, which have been done this year in 39 days and 12 hours by
Stephen Pyke, who used a bicycle and a canoe to reach some of them.
Canoeing is mentioned from time to time, including on Loch
Morlich. Crossing Rannoch Moor from Loch Ba to Loch Laidon is ‘a
popular canoe route and that’s perhaps the best way to do this trip.’
Of Beinn Leoid, Meallan a’ Chuail and Meall an Fheur Loch the
author says ‘Westward approaches involve crossing much complex rocky
terrain, the easiest route being by boat (or canoe)’.
The folklore and history is interesting. Indeed, the potted history of
rural Scotland is as good as you will ﬁnd anywhere. Important ascents
are recorded. Surprisingly, not only does Prince Charlie feature but
Queen Victoria does so more than once. First ascents are usually noted
and English translations given of Gaelic names.
Maps make it very much easier to spot peaks and their heights than
can be done by looking at the tangle of contour lines on OS maps.
Unfortunately, east and west get muddled up more than once, enough
to make it necessary to be cautious of directions.
Cross country skiing is included where applicable but the author
is scathing about ski resorts, bulldozed tracks, ﬁr plantations, wind
turbines and just about anything built larger than a bothy.
Finally, the book is designed with ﬂaps to be used as page markers,
one with the map symbols. This is a book for mountain visitors, rather
more numerous than just mountaineers. Even if you don’t climb
mountains there is an enormous amount of information of interest here
for when you paddle past them.
Walking on The Brecon Beacons
Richard Barrett
Cicerone
978 1 85284 567 4
2010
170 x 120mm
188 pages, paperback
£12.95
In Cicerone’s usual format with sections of OS
1:50,000 map included, this book consists of guides
to circular walks in the Brecon Beacons, the routes
tending to overlap at ﬁrst. One or two might serve
as diversions for paddlers wanting excursions from the Monmouthshire
& Brecon Canal. Some routes might be relevant to enthusiasts wanting
to tackle spate streams, the frequent snow in the pictures helping set the
scene for winter runs. The hill walks are relevant as they are often the
only was to reach launch points. For those interested in wildlife there
are long lists of plants with scientiﬁc names, birds to see are noted and a
hatred of conifer plantations is repeated at intervals.
Of the book’s seven sections, the waterfall country will be the one
of greatest interest to paddlers, also the section with least hillclimbing.
Sgwd yr Eira is the jewel in the crown and the book recalls how
canoeists used it to set the British height record (Shaun Baker and
friends, Jun 87 cover story, actually a world record, with Sgwd Isaf
Clun-gwyn Part 1 as a bonus) although there are plenty of others
pictured for waterfall jumpers to contemplate. Some informative
sketches explain the geology which results in the falls in this area and
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explains why there are deep pools below the falls, essential for jumpers.
Information on the falls and how to reach them is of particular value,
perhaps not obtained so easily elsewhere (although it was a book on
walking in this area that alerted Shaun to the possibilities in the ﬁrst
place).

Trekking in Greenland

Richard Barrett
Cicerone
978 1 85284 567 4
2010
170 x 120mm
188 pages, paperback
£12.95
The Outer Hebrides range from an archipelago
of islands to land with a maze of lakes. Harris and
Lewis tend towards the more solid end of the
spectrum but the saltiness of the water is probably
the only real way of differentiating. This guide offers silver beaches and
emerald seas with the right weather and suggests the hills of Park on
Lewis are best approached by boat. It is not easy water, however, and
the Butt of Lewis is claimed to be the windiest place in the UK.
Another perennial problem is the midge. This book suggests
Marmite loading, two slices of toast and Marmite a day for a fortnight
beforehand, or going with somebody more tasty as a decoy.
Although the southern islands are not included there is brief coverage
of Berneray, Taransay, the Shiants, the Flannan Isles and even St Kilda.
For the main islands, the walking routes detailed are nearly all around
the coast. This is a very old and spartan landscape, dominated by its
topography and antiquities, many of which are described in this book.

Paddy Dillon
Cicerone
978 1 85284 624 4
2010
180 x 120mm
120 pages, plastic cover
£14.95
The 165km Arctic Circle Trail, the subject of
this book, runs from Greenland’s Kangerlussuaq
international airport to the west coast at Simisiut,
a route usually travelled by air as there are no
roads. About 300 people walk it per year. Part of the value of the book
is its introduction, giving logistics for a country which is not easy to
access and suggesting when to avoid the mosquitoes.
The walk follows small rivers and crosses a lake landscape reminiscent
of Harris. On the third day it follows Amitsorsuaq, a 20km lake. On
this there are some aluminium canoes with paddles and buoyancy aids.
Some of the canoes are in poor shape and may not even ﬂoat but they
may be taken and used free of charge without needing permission as
long as somebody has come the other way and left one.
The walk is split into nine days between huts which are small and
basic, in one case an extended caravan. The biggest and best is the
Canoe Centre near the west end of Amitsorsuaq. The book describes it
but does not tell us why it is there in this remote position, who runs it
and what it does.
The walk ends at Greenland’s second largest town, Sisimiut, with a
population of 5,500. ‘It is worth enquiring about kayak competitions at
the harbour, where experienced paddlers demonstrate their skills with
impossibly thin and light craft.’

Walking on the Amalﬁ Coast

Wild Beauty - A Visual Exploration of BC

Gillian Price
Cicerone
978 1 85284 591 9
2010
170 x 120mm
175 pages, paperback
£12.95
Ischia, Capri and the mainland Italian coast from
Sorrento to Amalﬁ have been beloved of the big
names from Roman emperors to ﬁlm stars because
of the stunning scenery. Yet much of the coast is
not accessible because of the cliffs, just crying out to be explored from
the water. Many of the coastal photographs are taken from high angles,
including one of a sea kayak at Bagni della Regina Giovanna, because it
is frequently hard to see very much at all from the land at sea level. This
is a book which tells you what you will see from the water, however.
Any book which includes ‘strike’ in a short list of translated terms
is living in the real world. Furthermore, it hints at when you will be
able to get into the Grotta Azzurra without upsetting the commercial
boatmen and how you can cook food at Cavascura by burying it in the
volcanic beach. This is not just dramatic pictures.

Al Harvey
Heritage House,
Victoria, Canada
978 1 894974 93 6
2009
230 x 300mm
127 pages,
paperback
$29.95
As the subtitle
suggests, this is largely
a photographic book
of British Columbia,
its mountains, its
lakes, its rivers and its coast, often only approachable by paddling.
Canoeing has been used to take some of the photographs. Kayaks and
canoes appear in a number of them but always in the distance, such as
on the cover. This book is about scenery, not people.
Shots at water level frequently have mountains in the background
while shots taken up mountains or from aircraft often have water in
the background. BC has a profusion of both. Braided rivers appear
often and one ‘raging torrent’ photographed would probably not ﬂoat
a loaded canoe. However, there are endless opportunities for paddling
and the author makes suggestions of how to reach some of the many
deserted beaches with secluded camping spots. Plenty of paddlers are
going there but there is so much space that they rarely see each other.
A glance through this book should explain why.

Walking on Harris & Lewis

Walking on Jura, Islay & Colonsay
Peter Edwards
Cicerone
978 1 85284 610 7
2010
170 x 120mm
198 pages, paperback
£12.95
Most of the walks in this book are coastal,
including the whole of the west coast of Jura, most
of the Colonsay coast and quite a bit of Islay’s
coast, places less frequently covered in other books
although the number of kayaks on the west coast of Jura is noted.
Stacks, arches, caves and waterfalls are located and there is information
on bothies, driftwood for ﬁres, drinking river water and problems with
deer shooting. An alternative midge remedy is offered, Avon’s Skin So
Soft. As usual the maps are OS 1:50,000 sections.
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time and the date. It is a bit approximate but
it is quick and does not involve calculations.
If you need greater accuracy you can then
do the number crunching.
For example, if I look at the chart for the
southeast and decide that I want to paddle
from a 7am high water to the subsequent
high water to limit the carrying required I
can set 7am against today’s date and see at a
glance that my options are Norfolk, Dorset
or the Channel Islands. If I want to run the
tidal Thames I am looking at a 2pm launch
above Richmond but facing low water and
punching a rising tide from Gravesend only
four hours later. The next time I can launch
at a 10am high water at Maldon is in 15 day’s
time. All of this information is easy to obtain
in local time without needing to make any
corrections.

Secret Beaches of Southern Vancouver Island
978 1 894974 97 4
255 pages
Secret Beaches of Greater Victoria
Theo Dombrowski
Heritage House
978 1 894974 98 1
10th May 2010
220 x 140mm
239 pages, paperback
$26.95
Vancouver beaches are different from ours.
A beach may be anything from sand to 100%
rock. A beach may be considered crowded if
there are between two and ten cars (although
these books cover only about half the beaches,
the smaller ones). Logs are considered desirable
beach furniture, usually present. The tide goes
out a long way if it exposes an extra 100m
of beach. Less desirable but widely present
are barnacles, contaminated shellﬁsh, tsunami
risk, restrictions on overnight parking and
beach fires, approach down flights of steps
and adjacent houses with occupants widely
equipped with binoculars yet these beaches are the standard place for
parties to take their group wedding photographs.
These two books cover hundreds of beaches in great detail, telling
you how to ﬁnd them, the parking arrangements, the walk in, problems
for children and dogs, the offshore view, winds, sun and shade and the
level of seclusion, presented with gentle digs at authority and the ability
to say similar things time after time in different and amusing ways.
Each section begins with a matchbox label sized photograph of the
beach, sometimes a sketch or slightly larger painting, rarely with any
people present.
Launch possibilities for kayaks are discussed. ‘Anyone wanting to
appreciate the area fully, though, should consider coming with a kayak
or canoe’. Each book ends with about twenty lists of best beaches, the
ﬁrst of which is sites for launching kayaks. For the paddler these books
contain all you want to know about arrival, facilities and getting to the
water but little about the water itself except that it is likely to be colder
than you might expect.
With increasing numbers of paddlers going to the west coast of
British Columbia and Alaska, these books are useful resources although
it is a shame that they lack a decent location map showing the whole
of Vancouver.
Royalties will go to the environmental Georgia Strait Alliance and to
Médecins Sans Frontières.
QuickTide South West
978 1 902830 46 9
QuickTide South East
978 1 902830 47 6
QuickTide North
QT International Ltd, 19 Canynge Rd,
Bristol BS8 3JZ
978 1 902830 48 3
220 x 150mm
£7.99
The QuickTide charts, as usual, cover the
British Isles and the European coast from
the Netherlands to Southern Spain for two
years on three cards. A rotating dial aligns
tide level and a code for location with the
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The bleak cover with no leaves on the trees, no lamp on the post and
nothing moving except £ signs ﬂoating across the foreground sums
up the potential future after several years of very positive recovery and
restoration of the canals.

Naturist
calendar

M ü n z e ’ s
FaltKajakKalender for
the FKK, the German
naturist association,
has been published
again for 2011. In
practice, the pictures
are of paddling in
folding kayaks but
ve r y f ew f e a t u re
naturism.

Admiralty charts to be restructured

The UK Hydrographic Ofﬁce get the overwhelming majority of their
business from commercial users of charts and very little from the leisure
market. Thus, they will be cutting back on the waterproof leisure charts
although they will continue to expand the leisure folios around the coast
of the British Isles, a folio for northeast England is coming soon. Their
marketing this year has been in the hands of Rachel Smith, former
Atlantic rower and our proliﬁc dragon boat racing correspondent.

Northeast England guides

Cicerone are about to take out of print A
Canoeist’s Guide to the North-East (Jul 91, p21). If
you are interested in obtaining the remaining stock
you should contact Sarah Spencer at Cicerone
ASAP.

Free almanac

The Wiley Nautical Almanac is available free as a
download from www.wileyalmanac.com.

Test
Surviva Jak

Getting yourself out of trouble
Surviving the Cuts & Securing the Future
Inland Waterway Advisory
Council, City Rd Lock, 38
Graham St, Islington, London
N1 8JX
Sep 2010
A4
49 pages, paperback
This will probably be the last
report from the IWAC as they are
due to be disbanded in 2011. As
usual, it appears to cover the canals
and deep water navigations of
England and Wales but not the rest
of the river system, without saying
clearly, referring repeatedly to ‘the
sector’. This implies most of the
rivers are in another sector, which
receives no mention. ‘According to
recent surveys, well over 250 million visits are made to our rivers and
canals each year’ it says. Is that just to the deep water navigations in this
sector or to all our rivers, what most people would understand by ‘our
rivers’?
The two main issues addressed are the cuts and the future structure
of BW.
Written ahead of the Comprehensive Spending Review, the report
warns that funding is already inadequate and further cuts will cause
serious damage, some of it leading to the permanent loss of canals.
This is the principle of a stitch in time saving nine, or not doing, as
the case may be. There are overtones of hypothermia with blood being
withdrawn from limbs in order to try to save the core, ahead of frostbite
causing more serious damage. All navigation authorities should be able
to charge boaters, it says, the Middle Level Commissioners not being
able to do so at present, but it is accepted that there is no mechanism
for obtaining direct payment from other beneﬁciaries such as walkers
and cyclists, the majority users of the canal system. Craft licensing
fees should not be increased ahead of inﬂation or the resulting loss of
customers will lead to navigation authorities chasing fewer and fewer
boaters for ever more money.
As far as moving BW to the third sector is concerned, some beneﬁts
are seen but they are limited and will not resolve BW’s financial
difﬁculties. Merging the EA’s navigations should only be done later
once the move has been undertaken and shown to have been a
success. No mention is made of DEFRA’s conﬂict of interests between
navigation, angling and environmental wishes but ‘EA regards itself
primarily as a regulator’ is as close as you are likely to get to this and it
ought to be read with concern.
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Conventional wisdom is that if you have a hypothermia
victim you get him out of his boat and into a survival bag,
preferably in shelter. Difﬁculties are that you may not be
able to land and, even if you can, you may well still be in
the exposed position which caused the problem in the ﬁrst
place. Once into a survival bag, the victim and the rest of the
party, others of whom are likely to be deteriorating as they
hang around, are obliged to stay put until conditions improve,
which they may not, especially if you run out of daylight and
temperatures fall further.
Theoretically, you could put the victim into a survival bag
in his boat and paddle on but that would leave exposed the
upper body. Kayak users would already have some protection
for the lower body simply by being inside the cockpit but
not the torso and head.
The Surviva Jak gets round the problem as a jacket made
of foil space blanket material so that the user retains up to
90% of radiated heat and can keep going towards safety. It

can be put on while rafted up so there is no need to ﬁnd
somewhere to land.
The jacket comes in an incredibly small and light packet.
Velcro tabs are included in case you wish to secure it inside
the boat but it would go inside your personal ﬁrst aid kit.
One size ﬁts all and it comes with a hood, long sleeves and
adequate body length. At the front it does up with four
adhesive tabs which allow you to adjust it to your own girth.
Its silver ﬁnish makes it highly conspicuous. Using it is not a
quiet experience, probably one of the noisiest garments since
armour went out of fashion. (This also tends to take away the
surprise element if you want to use it to frighten the living
daylights out of anglers in the dark!)
This jacket is intended to be used once only. I tried it out
on a night just above freezing, worn over a long sleeved ﬂeece
vest with ﬂeece long pants. This disobeyed the instructions,
which are simple and easily read on the inner pack before
opening. They suggest wearing something over the top. A
woolly hat would secure the loose ﬁtting hood. I would be
inclined to keep a couple of heavy duty elastic bands round
the pack to slip over the wrists, which are loose.
I tried rolling the sleeves up as far as my wrists and was
surprised at the difference in temperature. The material is
deceptive, being cold to touch. Only when the sleeves are
rolled up or the hood put down is the difference noticed. This
is heat which would otherwise by lost to the air, dangerous
because it is not obvious. Heat loss is even faster when it is
wet.
When I removed the jacket I was surprised to ﬁnd a long
tear across the back, probably started by a rather aggressive
backrest in my kayak and something which is unlikely to
have happened if I had worn something over the top, as
suggested. Any tear does seem to extend easily, however. Even
so, during a 45 minute paddle on a cold night I was close
to perspiring. The tear did not involve the seams, which are
taped and sewn, as are the cut ends of the material.
This is not a hypothetical garment but something designed
by triathletes as the result of a mountain biking incident in
the Brecon Beacons. It is a brilliant piece of kit. Every trip
leader should carry one or more. It seems to have become
traditional for the person who falls in to buy the beers
afterwards. If he bought the leader a Surviva Jak instead
it might be more to the point (and maybe cheaper than a
round).
Pack size - 100mm2 x 30mm
Pack weight - 65g
Price (inc VAT) - £9.99
Manufactured by Surviva Wear, 90 Heather Cresc, Sketty, Swansea
SA2 8HS, tel 01792 414039
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Noise
Loose hood
and sleeves
Single use
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Touring
Salzwasser Union 25th Anniversary

sea kayak symposia in 2005, 2007 and 2009 and are intending to run
their next one in 2011.
On Tuesday evening a couple from the Netherlands gave a talk on a
trip among the Dutch Friesian Islands, which dry out even more than
the German ones! Fancy a 5 kilometre portage from the landing to a
campsite?
My turn came on Wednesday evening when my presentation was
The History of Sea Canoeing in Scotland with some references to German
involvement. It seemed to go down very well and was followed by a talk
from one of a pair of young Germans who embarked on a kayak trip in
Northwest Greenland from Upernavik to Thule. It came to an abrupt
end when, one morning on emerging from their tent on an island,
they found that both their kayaks had disappeared, presumably, taken
by a wave from a calving glacier or similar. They were very fortunate in
that a Greenlander, for whatever reason, deposited a kayak on the island
while they were stranded there and, after making a driftwood paddle,
one of them was able to paddle to the nearest settlement and raise the
alarm. Their kayaks have not been found!
The organisers put on a Fisch Fest on the Thursday evening, featuring
shrimp soup, raw herring, smoked eel and cheese, excellent!
Friday evening’s presentation was from Freya Hoffmeister, the
German woman who recently paddled round Australia! On stage were
the kayak and tent she used on the trip and, as was to be expected with
the number of sponsors involved, it was a professionally produced show.
Fortunately, I was sitting with a paddler born in Bellshill who moved to
Germany when he was seven and who translated for me.
On Saturday I helped with the dismantling of the organization tent
etc, ready for a fairly early departure in the morning to catch the tide
back to the mainland. A barbeque was held at Lars Grillplatz at the
entrance to the campsite on this, the last evening.
Altogether a most enjoyable time was had, everyone was very
welcoming and I left with the impression of a very well run yet relaxed
organization, whose members deserve every congratulation on the
handling of their ﬁrst 25 years and have my best wishes for the future.

Duncan R Winning

Duncan R Winning photographs

From what I have been told, canoeing in Germany appears to be
organized on quite a different basis from in Scotland. While the SCA
has encompassed both the competition and recreational aspects of our
activity from its foundation, in Germany the ICF recognized governing
body seems to be mainly concerned with competition. Twenty ﬁve
years ago the German sea paddling fraternity established the Salzwasser
Union as a focal point for their activities and to look after their interests.
In the interval it has grown mightily, has its own structure for instructor
and tour leader qualiﬁcations, produces a high quality magazine ﬁve
times a year and has almost 1,100members.
This year the Union’s main annual gathering was held over the
third week in August on the island of Spiekeroog, one of the East
Friesian Islands situated in the Heligoland Bight between Emden
and Bremerhaven. This coast is very different from my usual paddling
ground with vast areas drying out at low water. The islands are
composed of sand dunes, generally with surf on their North Sea side
and nature reserves on their landward sides, requiring paddlers to
keep to the shipping lanes so as not to disturb the seals and breeding
birds. No vehicles with internal combustion engines are permitted on
Spiekeroog. As part of the Union’s 25th Anniversary celebrations they
decided to invite two speakers from outwith Germany, Harvey Golden
from the Paciﬁc coast of the United States of America, whose work on
surveying and building replicas of Inuit kayaks is unsurpassed, anywhere,
and yours truly.
A large section of the island campsite was reserved for the seventy
odd tents belonging to the event. Four of the evening presentations
were held in a very well appointed modern hall in the small town,
while another two utilized the old lifeboat house near the campsite.
The event was very like one of our symposia with a programme of
practical training, aﬂoat and ashore, plus half day and full day paddles.
Updates, weather forecasts and additional activities were announced
each morning at the 09.00 brieﬁng held by Eckart Pfeffer, the coordinator of the small organization team.
People came and went during the course of the week with about 130
members participating, accompanied by wives, partners and children.
There were also groups from Brittany and Catalunya. On the Monday
evening I counted 123 kayaks on the beach; of these 4 were doubles, 8
were Greenland style, skin-on-frame and GRP and one was a massive
Russian built double folder with a large central hatch. There was even a
Umaik! Narrow Greenland style paddles were much in evidence.
Harvey Golden’s talk on the first Saturday featured his work in
surveying a great many kayaks on both sides of the Atlantic and in
building replicas to test out their different characteristics. His book
Kayaks of Greenland is widely recognised as the most comprehensive
work of its kind and he is currently working on another dealing with
Alaskan kayaks which, in turn, is to be followed by one featuring
Canadian kayaks.
Members of the Catalan club Pagaia - Cape de Creus gave a very
good presentation on the Sunday evening on paddling in their area of
Spain, impressive cliffs and sandy bays, followed by a selection of Catalan
cheese and wine plus a whole rear quarter of a pig! The club have run
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We were going to have a
weekend away, ﬁrst stop Hay, not
so much to look at the Wye as
to delve into the secondhand
bookshops, a treat we have not
previously allowed ourselves.
Stuck for choice, a dealer
displaying in the window a book
on skin boats seemed a good place
to start.
We got no further. Collecting
up two or three canoeing books
was enough to give the dealer
the lie of the land. He quickly
produced some others. Amongst
these was a clean copy of Practical
Canoeing by Tiphys, the Penny
Black of canoeing books, a
volume I knew well by reputation
but had never previously seen.
The asking price for this small
volume was £150, a luxury I
could not justify. However, there
were others and we left with a
bag of books which included ﬁrst
editions of MacGregor’s The Rob
Roy on the Jordan and Hodder’s
John MacGregor (Rob Roy), the
latter title totally unknown to me.
Having already spent all
our holiday money, we headed
straight back home with our
booty. Halfway I remembered
the skin boats volume, still in the
window...
Edwin Hodder’s biography
of MacGregor was to prove an
astonishing read. Most canoeists
will know of the Rob Roy series of
solo voyages, the resulting books
and how he launched recreational
canoeing with the founding of
the Royal Canoe Club.Yet, in 446
pages of narrative, the canoeing
does not start until page 277,
when he is over 40, and lasts less
than 100 pages. MacGregor was
far more than a canoeist.
He rowed in the Trinity eight
at Cambridge, swam and boxed
well, skated, was a top marksman
and was one of the ﬁrst 40 people
to climb Mont Blanc, quickly
followed by Vesuvius and Etna. He
travelled widely around Europe,
into Russia and north Afr ica
and around North America. He
was interested in anything and
everything. His work as a patents
lawyer is hardly mentioned in the
book but he had a sound ﬁnancial
background and was primarily a
philanthropist, playing a central
role in establishing the Ragged
Schools for slums children, waifs
and strays and setting up the
Shoeblacks Society which enabled
many of them to have regular
work and managed incomes.
He was deeply religious, a
Protestant, and would conduct
services with the boys each
morning. He kept the Sabbath,
only twice ever travelling on a
train or steamer on a Sunday, even
when on his expeditions. He ﬁlled

A
good
read

Moods

his canoes with religious tracts to
give away and preached whenever
he had the chance. He set up a
series of outdoor preaching points
around London which were in
regular use, the Archbishop of
Canterbury sharing the platform
with him on one occasion.
He had an early involvement
with the National Rifle
Association and was an
extremely popular Captain in
the London Scottish Volunteers,
notwithstanding setting up the
Volunteers’ Prayer Union as he
had set up the Lawyers’ Prayer
Union and the Pure Literature
Society to oppose unsuitable
publications. He wrote a stream
of newspaper and magazine
articles on his travels and on a
wide range of science topics, his
Rob Roy books were bestsellers
and he undertook 126 lectures
to raise over £10,000 for his
philanthropical work.
He tackled national issues,
setting up the Protestant Defence
Committee to oppose what was
known as the papal aggression,
resisted home rule in Ireland
where he had lived when his
father was Inspector-General of
the constabulary force, opposed
slavery, helped establish a statue of
Tyndale, who had been martyred
for translating the Bible into
English and publishing it, and
supported a Jordan Canal as an
alternative to the Suez Canal.
He sought out and debated
with all the religious leaders
whose views differed from his
own and had correspondence with
numerous bishops and MPs, being
asked to stand for Parliament
himself on several occasions,
including against Bright. He was
a close fr iend of Shaftesbury,
talked with Wilberforce, picnicked
with the Prince of Wales and
his family, introduced Dickens
to some of his locations and
character s, got Tennyson to
remove the Devil from one of his
poems, met Browning and Jenny
Lind, the Swedish Nightingale,
communicated with Napoleon III
over the Exposition Universelle
and wrote Stanley his introductory
letter for the famous meeting
with his friend Livingstone. He
corresponded with many others
as well as holding posts on many
bodies, particularly those relating
to disadvantaged children.
The list of people who held
MacGregor in high esteem is a
Who’s Who of the 19th century
and he mixed with all echelons of
society from the Royal Family to
the slums. Even in canoeing we
fall well short of recognizing the
full talent of this dynamic ﬁgure.
Our time in Hay was well
spent.
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Marathon

Brown beats Busto
World Championships
For the third time in eight years the world
marathon championships returned to Spain.
Unlike Zamora and Valladolid, which used natural
river courses, Banyoles used multiple circuits
of the 1992 Olympic regatta course in the far
east of Spain near the French border. From the
commentary Jim Rossiter explained that the
paddlers prefer natural rivers, even if television
ﬁnds circuits easier to ﬁlm. Still, if you have to
have a regatta course the setting of this one is as
good as they come, surrounded by wooded hills with the high peaks of
the Pyrenees in the distance when the clouds cleared. The weather itself
was variable but had the advantage, by late September, of not being a
full Spanish roast.
The opening days saw the masters events. Ross Pearton took 8th in
the 50 - 54 C1 group, Britain’s only canoe entry at Banyoles. The kayak
events were much better supported, gold being taken by West in men’s
40 - 44 K1 and by Parker/Skellern in men’s 60 - 64 K2, silver by Parker
in men’s 60 - 64 K1 and Talbot in over 74 K1 and bronze by Parker in
women’s 55 - 59 K1, Swallow in men’s 55 - 59 K1, Pendle/Swallow in
men’s 50 - 54 K2 and Nevitt/Gilbert in men’s 55 - 59 K2. Several more
British boats were just outside the medals.
Teams were led into the old town evening opening ceremony by
youngsters in orange T shirts, probably the most dazzling ever for a
canoeing event. One lad keeled over during the speeches, prompting
the suggestion that they had gone on too long. Enthusiasm was restored
with a ﬁreworks display, aspects of the artistry of the Stockton opening
ceremony with the safety disregard of the freestyle world championships
at Sort, appreciated widely.
Paddlers raced four to seven 4.1km circuits, portaging in front of
the grandstand at the end of each lap. Take out was on the left side of a

pontoon, the run on grass and the relaunch from
either side of another pontoon although most
people were carrying their boats on the left. Finally
there was a 1km loop to the ﬁnish.
The ﬁrst race on the Friday, a public holiday
in Spain, saw Tye being dropped from the leading
group of four in junior men’s K1 but managing
to get back to them for a 5th place, Hicks being
halfway back down the field. Illidge took 7th
in the corresponding women’s race which ran
concurrently.

The women’s under 23 race had no such distractions. Broughton
was in the middle of the ﬁeld, moving up one when Italy’s Alberti
retired with a broken rudder cable after the ﬁrst portage. However, her
compatriot, Cicali, had clear water from the middle of the race and
had lapped Johnston of Canada by the fourth portage, winning by over
a minute. Broughton pulled up a couple of places during the race to
ﬁnish 11th.
The weather had it in for the men’s under 23 race. Heavy rain began
just before the start and stopped as the last boats were ﬁnishing. It was
weather which should have discomforted the Spaniards more than the
British. Pendle was comfortably placed, the second of the lead group
of eight into the second portage. This group broke up with ﬁve getting
away. A kilometre later one of them stopped. The group came into the
second portage with the next group catching up with them by the ﬁrst
turn to form a group of eight. There were two further groups of four
behind them, King of South Africa leading the rear one. He put in a
burn and, in an unusual move, instead of closing the gap, took his group
wide and passed the group in front. Pendle was towards the back of the
lead group of eight at the fourth portage and missed out when they split
into two fours, South African Van der Walt taking Boulanger, Salbu and
Pimenta away. This was the situation through the ﬁfth portage although
the second four were pushing to close the gap at the astonishing ﬁnal
portage.

potential gold and silver medallists. Meanwhile, Salbu and Boulanger
made the most of the opportunity, the Frenchman faltering just short
of the line. The Portuguese eventually picked up the bronze, a silly
outcome. Pendle won the sprint by the next group to take 5th place.
Saturday dawned sunny and clear but there was a great deal of water
on the ground. The media tent was ﬂoored with pallets and the centre
of the portage was a quagmire with ﬁrmer grass against the barriers
on each side. In fact, the slightly longer drinks pit stop lane looked the
better bet. The junior men’s K2 saw two Argentinian boats in the top

Ceiner/Noé with a comfortable lead in junior K2.

Abiding memories of the championships included the lakeside
summerhouses and the brilliant orange T shirts of the helpers.

Egan of Ireland had the frustration of a 4th place.
Van Der Walt grabs Pimenta’s arm to stop him climbing across his boat. Boulanger and Salbu are about to make the most of the hiatus.
At the team leaders’ meeting the South Africans had queried a short
gap in the edging of the takeout pontoon. Pimenta led Van der Walt in.
Some said the Portuguese was at too steep an angle and caught the gap,
others that Van der Walt ran up inside him, forcing him away from the
pontoon. Pimenta tried to climb out over Van der Walt’s kayak but he
grabbed his arm and pushed him back. Mutual shoving ended up with
them both in the water. The picture suggests Van der Walt was at fault
but the jury were relieved that no protest was submitted from these

A few Spanish monsters and ﬁreworks always set the scene.
Andersson leads Patzelt, Beavitt, Morell and Broughton in to the
portage.

Alberti in tears as her support Broughton runs the portage in the
crew fail to ﬁx her rudder cable.
women’s under 23.
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Cicali clear of the rest of the ﬁeld.

Tye/Webster sitting comfortably near the front of the following
group.

Van Der Walt and Pimenta back with Pendle’s group as the deluge
continues.

Broekx/Weckx lead Kisgli/Fenyvesi in junior women’s K2.
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ten, one splitting the Hungarian pair at the front. Tye/Webster were 5th,
splitting the Norwegian boats.
Broeckx/Weckx and Kiszli/Fenyvesi broke from the rest of the junior
women’s K2s early in the race. The next group of ﬁve consisted of
the Stensils sisters, Jørgensen/Rørhauge, Croucher/Haws, Devrainne/
Rotman and Georgopoulou/Bodonyi. Illidge/Ferguson were alone
in 9th place, where they stayed to the ﬁnish. The second group broke
up, however, the Swedish sisters and Croucher/Haws getting clear. The
Belgians had shaken off the Hungarians by the ﬁnish and the Swedes
got clear of the ﬁrst British boat.

Gunney struggling to regain lost ground with Santos Garcia,
Horváth and Osaba Olaberri.

Croucher/Haws lead the Stensils sisters.
Busto leads Brown, Ramalho and Jenkins to the portage.

It was a lonely race for Illidge/Ferguson.

Brown trots through the portage behind Jenkins.

Brown heads for the line, Busto unable to hold him.

Further back Simmons chases
Holst.

Renata Csay, paddling very comfortably with a long lead.
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Gunney got a poor start in the
women’s K1 race with only one
boat behind her at the ﬁrst turn.
On the other hand, Csay had clear
water by the ﬁrst portage and was
to stride away to a half minute
win, a relaxed and very competent
performance by this experienced
Hungarian paddler. Frenken had
seen herself as a potential winner

Csay/Faldum try to avoid the mud.

Løvborg/Pontoppidan extract themselves from the barrier.
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Bradshaw/Jordan hang onto Thomson/Maxwell.

Sawers/Daniels portage with Spanish and Czech crews.

62

Rob Orchard

but was taken out on the third lap in a collision with her team mate,
Leue, who went on to the bronze. What Frenken had to say to the
German team manager back at the launch pontoon is probably better
not translated. Faced with an uphill struggle, Gunney worked her way
up to 8th out of 18 starters.
The big interest race was the men’s K1 with Spanish hero Busto
Fernández and Brown, neither strangers to gold. They were positioned
next to each other on the start line and got good starts to be
comfortably in the ﬁrst eight after a lap, where Simmons, the other
British entry, was in the 14th to 17th group. The lead group soon
split, Brown and Busto going away with Jenkins of South Africa and
Boulager, doing his second successive K1 race of the championships.
During the third lap the two Portuguese, Ramalho and Silva, put in a
burn to close the gap although Boulanger was to be dropped. The pace
was sufﬁciently relaxed for Jenkins to stretch his leg outside the cockpit
on part of the fourth lap, all part of the psychological warfare. Jenkins,
Brown, Busto and Ramalho were clear of the rest at the fourth portage.
Boulanger had caught up but had to stop to empty out water he had
shipped. At the ﬁfth portage Jenkins again impressed his skill when he
threw his boat onto the water and did a running jump into the cockpit.
Surprisingly, Sramek and Leverett chased the lead group during the last
lap and succeeded in catching them, unusual at this stage in a race. The
ﬁnal portage was slick and Brown, Jenkins and Busto got clear of the
others. From the ﬁnal turn the order was Brown and Busto with Jenkins
trailing and vocal crowd participation. Busto put in a burn to catch
Brown but he responded and Busto couldn’t hold him. Brown took a 2
second win, Britain’s one medal of the world championships. A deﬂated
Busto crept away as Brown stood in the cockpit on one leg. Simmons,
in 12th place, missed it all by 5 minutes.
Not having a women’s K2, the only reﬂected glory for the British
was the bronze that emigrant Sheriff helped Brun-Lie take for Norway,
having blocked the Hungarians while trying to avoid the mud on the
portage. Løvborg/Pontoppidau collided with the barrier at the worst
of the mud on the fourth portage, dropping their kayak, but recovered
it to go on for the silver. Earlier in the lap they had been left by Csay/
Faldum, who simply powered away from them and went on to win by
22 seconds.
The men’s K2 saw a lead group of four boats caught up by those
following on the third portage to produce a group of seven. The
French were dropped, leaving two Spanish crews, two Czech ones, the
Argentinians and Sawers/Daniels, who had set out with the intention
of winning. At the line they were the 4th boat, missing the gold by 4
seconds, so tight was it. Gold and silver went to the Spanish, a wonderful
ﬁnale for the home crowd.

Overall, the British team were placed 8th without any canoes and
only one medal. Doubling the points by having canoes, as used to be
the case, would have given a clear win. As it was, the Spanish were well
clear of the Czechs and Hungarians. What will happen next year with
an Asian venue and veterans included? Watch out for fewer Europeans,
especially Spanish, and for the South Africans climbing the results
ladder.
K1WJ: 1 Z Sera, Ceska, 1:29:54.41. 2 S Cicali, Italia, 1:29:59.50.
3 E Váczai, Magyarország, 1:30:13.48. 7 J Illidge, GB, 1:31:22.56.
K1W: 1 R Csay, Magyarország, 2:07:14.38. 2 A Adamova, Ceska, 2:07:41.62.
3 F Leue, Deutschland, 2:07:46.78. 8 C Gunney, GB, 2:13:02.99.
K1WU23: 1 S Cicali, Italia, 1:46:18.30. 2 A Bara, Magyarország, 1:47:27.61.
3 E Barrios Marcos, España, 1:47:29.54. 11 L Broughton, GB, 1:52:27.97.
K1W35-39: 1 I Jegoux, France, 1:32:52.81. 2 A Manfroni, S Africa, 1:36:22.59. 3 S Cordero
Oviedo, España, 1:39:20.40. 7 D Paterson, GB, 1:43:22.39. 9 C Howell, GB, 1:48:27.23.
K1W45-49: 1 A Bohm, Canada, 1:34:01.60. 2 H Loncke, Belgique, 1:356:23.59.
3 A González Balmaseda, España, 1:36:49.02. 5 S Hawthorn, GB, 1:42:21.30.
K1W50-54: 1 H Laperer, S Africa, 1:38:14.72. 2 M Kuppens, Belgique, 1:42:51.32.
3 A Currell, Canada, 1:46:06.33. 4 L Oughton, GB, 1:46:07.14. 10 S Templeton, GB, 2:13:05.93.
K1W55-59: 1 M Burton, S Africa, 1:48:58.21. 2 R Pedros Berlanga, España, 1:59:20.85.
3 J Parker, GB, 2:08:02.19.
K1MJ: 1 L Solti, Magyarország, 1:40:42.82. B Van der Walt, S Africa, 1:40:47.21.
3 B Ceiner, Magyarország, 1:41:13.11. 5 J Tye, GB, 1:42:10.38. 16 A Hicks, GB, 1:44:22.67.
K1MU23: 1 D Salbu, Norge, 1:56:29.40. 2 S Boulanger, France, 1:56:33.66.
3 F Pimenta, Portugal, 1:56:56.13. 5 T Pendle, GB, 1:57:30:02.
K1M: 1 B Brown, GB, 2:13:48.03. 2 M Busto Fernández, España, 2:13:50.03.
3 L Jenkins, S Africa, 2:13:56.27. 12 J Simmons, GB, 2:18:54.07.
K1M40-44: 1 S West, GB, 1:41:33.23. 2 P Ribe, Norge, 1:41:34.17.
3 E Verduyckt, Belgique, 1:41:34.65.
K1M45-49: 1 M Coulter, Australia, 1:42:24.34. 2 F Vázquez Redondo, España, 1:44:47.08.
3 R Daman, Nederland, 1:44:48.98. T Scott, GB, 1:58:41.92.
K1M50-54: 1 J López Villalobos, España, 1:46:04.65. 2 J Haarler, Belgique, 1:47:25.79.
3 T Smit, S Africa, 1:47:33.09. 7 E Cox, GB, 1:49:34.32. 11 D Pendle, GB, 1:51:32.03.
K1M55-59: 1 M Janacek, Ceska, 1:51:24.64. 2 H Pirin, France, 1:52:49.10.
3 M Swallow, GB, 1:53:01.55. 15 A Bayliss, GB, 2:03:25.85. 18 J Gilbert, GB, 2:09:59.20.
K1M60-64: 1 R Van Riet, S Africa, 1:32:52.14. 2 J Parker, GB, 1:34:54.96.
3 C Wiatte, France, 1:39:36.55. 11 J Ince, GB, 1:50:32.04.
K1M65-70: 1 M Kocum, Ceska, 1:32:48.32. 2 P Sahi, Suomi, 1:38:02.02.
3 M Nemec, Canada, 1:38:28.60. 5 D Howie, GB, 1:41:17.75. 7 R Scholey, GB, 1:47:13.79.
9 S Chorley, GB, 1:48:24.60.
K1MO74: 1 H de Rauville, S Africa, 1:47:48.99. 2 J Talbot, GB, 1:49:08.90.
3 R Olsen, Norge, 1:51:07.13. 4 R Davies, GB, 1:56:35.80. 5 S Smith, GB, 2:19:14.36.
C1.50-54: 1 L Castillo González, España, 1:45:52.93. 2 E Henri, France, 1:46:26.30.
3 S Tosic, Srbija, 1:47:37.75. 8 R Pearton, GB, 2:10:09.58.
K2WJ: 1 Broekx/Weckx, Belgique, 1:22:34.34. 2 Kiszli/Fenyvesi, Magyarország, 1:23:00.41.
3 Stensils/Stensils, Sverige, 1:23:56.30. 4 Croucher/Haws, GB, 1:24:15.04.
9 Illidge/Ferguson, GB, 1:26:38.29.
K2W35-39: 1 Manfroni/Clifford-Ardwidi, S Africa, 1:28:03.93. 2 Tapia Vera/Cordero Oviedo,
España, 1:28:13.37. 3 Leteutre/Jegoux, France, 1:29:49.80. 8 Oughton/Howell, GB, 1:36:39.68.
K2W45-49: 1 Bohm/Currell, Canada, 1:27:13.67. 2 Stuart/Stuart, Danmark, 1:30:04.64.
3 Loncke/Kuppens, Belgique, 1:32:41.10. 4 Hawthorn/Pendle, GB, 1:33:04.21.
5 Hicks/Franklin, GB, 1:42:45.36.
K2MJ: 1 Ceiner/Noé, Magyarország, 1:30:23.82. 2 MacKinnon/Caceres, Argentina, 1:31:24.80.
3 Dobos/Nyemcsók, Magyarorcszág, 1:32:15.31. 5 Tye/Webster, GB, 1:33:20.09.
K2M: 1 Bouzéan Sanchez/Fernández Fuiza, España, 2:06:52.17.
2 Alonso González/Corominas Beltrán, España, 2:06:53.37. 3 Adam/Odvarko, Ceska, 2:06:54.27.
4 Sawers/Daniels, GB, 2:06:56.46. 18 Bradshaw/Jordan, GB, 2:13:47.84.
K2M35-39: 1 Csima/Péli, Magyarország, 1:34:45.62.
2 Martínez Del Cuteo/Castaño Muñoz, España, 1:34:52.28.
3 Medrano Migeul/Plaza Diago, España, 1:35:26.00. 5 West/Mayers, GB, 1:36:42.27.
K2M40-44: 1 Vázquez Redondo/Cerra Prieto, España, 1:35:19.62.
2 Gieres/Lemke, Deutschland, 1:35:23.03.
3 González Villenueva/Osa Aramendi, España, 1:35:27.55. 14 Garner/Stonehouse, GB, 1:49:46.99.
K2M45-49: 1 Klemm/Seibel, Deutschland, 1:36:30.64.
2 Andersen/Rasmussen, Norge, 1:36:37.10. 3 Broekx/Stalmans, Belgique, 1:38:55.34.
9 Henson/Cox, GB, 1:42:57.80. 15 Oughton/Ilett, GB, 1:57:43.56.
K2M50-54: 1 Martinínez Leiza/González Micó, España, 1:37:56.22.
2 Lucas Albadalejo/Hueva Espinilla, España, 1:39:27.86. 3 Pendle/Swallow, GB, 1:41:59.45.
11 Rance/Willis, GB, 1:52:52.09. 12 Hawthorn/Davies, GB, 1:56:59.76.
K2M55-59: 1 Benezit/Pirin, France, 1:43:34.36. 2 MacLean/Rabie, S Africa, 1:43:41.57.
3 Nevitt/Gilbert, GB, 1:53:01.43.
K2M60-64: 1 Parker/Skellern, GB, 1:26:16.94. 2 Pérez Rodríguez/Cruzado Díaz Antonio,
España, 1:31:01.73. 3 Perekhodov/Shuftaikin, Ukraina, 1:31:19.73. 4 Howie/Ince, GB, 1:32:09.12.
K2M65-70: 1 Sahi/Elo, Suomi, 1:28:29.74. 2 Kocum/Suler, Ceska, 1:28:35.30.
3 Borchgrevink/Olsen, Norge, 1:34:19.26. 4 Nolan/Scholey, GB, 1:42:54.46.
O/A: 1 España, 108. 2 Ceska, 83. 3 Magyarország, 80. 8 GB, 54.
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The TV cameraman struggles as the two Spanish C2s and two
Spanish women’s K2s all run the portage together.

An interesting portage feeding technique, reminiscent of an upper
cut or, at the very least, being force fed.

The social side is a major part of the Paddle round the Pier.
The visitors to the festival were greeted by brilliant sunshine,
great music, a great range of outdoor adventure and extreme sport
demonstrations and over 200 exhibitors selling everything from food
to surf accessories, bicycles to clothing. Sunday afternoon saw over
£12,000 in gifts donated by exhibitors and local businesses rafﬂed off to
visitors. Throughout the weekend the celebrated big top hosted some of
the best local and UK bands including the Railing Stains, Boy Com, Jo
Harman Project, Los Albertos, Red Jackson and Transformer.
Says Dave Samuel, event director, ‘Paddle Round the Pier has been
going for over a decade now and every year it just gets better. This
year the sun came out for the entire weekend and the crowds loved it!
Special thanks must go out to all those who came to the festival, entered
the many races, enjoyed the sun and supported all these worthy causes
with their very generous donations. I would also like to thank the
residents of Brighton and Hove for once again welcoming us so warmly
and the Brighton and Hove City Council for their continued support.
Finally, thanks to the exhibitors and the paddle crew, a team of over
30 volunteers who, year after year, selﬂessly give up their time to help
make this happen. It couldn’t happen without them and I’m incredibly
grateful to them. The preparations for 2011 begin today!’
The organizers of Paddle Round the Pier are already looking for
sponsors for the 2011 event. For further sponsorship details please
contact Dave Samuel, on sandals@paddleroundthepier.com.

Lydia Bartlett

There are advantages in both high and low carrying positions for
portages. This mix seems fraught with danger.

Over £35,000 raised

Paddle Round the Pier
Paddle Round the Pier, Europe’s largest annual free beach festival,
held in Brighton on 3rd and 4th July 2010, has once again been
declared a resounding success with over 40,000 visitors to the festival
over the two days and in excess of £35,000 raised for its three
nominated charities which, this year, were the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution, SurfAid International and Whoopsadaisy.
Over 150 surfers, paddle boarders, kayakers and general enthusiasts
entered the ofﬁcial Paddle Round the Pier event on Sunday and braved
strong onshore wind and waves to compete in the headline event of
the weekend. Earlier in the day, 25 teams competed in the Paddle
Something Usual event with Vardean School eventually winning on
their dolphin adventure craft. On Saturday, Eric Terrien from France
won the 12/6 Board Stock class of the Funky Pufﬁn Euro Endro SUP
race in 3 hours 34 minutes with Bobby Thatcher the winner of the
Unlimited Board class coming in at 3 hours and 24 minutes while
Glenn Eldridge won the Surf Life Saving GB British surf ski race in just
1 hour 11 minutes.

And I quote...

... the post race interview of Ben Brown at Banyoles.
‘What were your tactics for the race?’
‘Trying to win it, really.’
I cannot read that understated exchange without hearing the accents
of Ivan Lawler, who has taught Ben much of what he knows about
racing.

Florid race

The Ultimate Florida Challenge is a new round the clock race
involving paddling and sailing 1,900km. The event, beginning in early
March, drew eight entrants, six of whom ﬁnished. Mark Przedwojewski
won by 10 hours in 20 days 20 hours.
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Slalom

Florence/Hounslow take bronze
World Championships
The slalom travelling circus convened in Ljubljana to show the world
their skill on the wild waters of the River Sava. Sadly, summer did not
seem to be hanging around much of central Europe and rain closed in
on the proceedings in Tacen.
With threat of high water levels on the river, the organizing
committee took the situation in hand and tweaked Wednesday and
Thursday’s schedules to deal with the onslaught of rain which was
expected late Wednesday into Thursday morning.
Two categories had been taken from Thursday’s schedule and added
to Wednesday’s. Wednesday would feature not just the originally planned
men’s C2 and women’s K1 but also the men’s and women’s C1. This left
just the men’s K1 on the water on Thursday afternoon, by which time
the water was expected to be back to a manageable level.
By Friday, the weather would be back to normal and we could expect
sunshine again. Just as Richard Fox told team leaders in the team leaders’
meeting, ‘Good weather was in the contract’ so we could expect good
conditions again later on for the ﬁnals.
Fortunately, the opening ceremony went ahead without any weather
disturbance (a chill in the air, decidedly better than pouring rain) and
the crowd of competitors, ofﬁcials, NOC and organizing committee
guests as well as the public were treated to a great show made up of
dance, song and a spectacular display of aerobatic basketball skill and, of
course, there was the ever present company of the cool crayﬁsh mascot.
Going into the competition, we would be looking at the usual
suspects, including leaders across the board, such as the reigning
world champion, Tony Estanguet (FRA), and his closest rival, Michal
Martikan (SVK). Martikan did not really show his true talent during
the 2010 World Cups but he did make a comeback in the European
championships, winning by an outstanding margin on his home course,
proving that he is still one to look out for. Otherwise, in the men’s C1,
Martikan’s compatriot, Alexander Slafkovsky, had had a good year, as had
home boy Benjamin Savsek. He took silver in Prague and this could
be the opportunity for him to shine on home turf. In the women’s C1
we would see the girls go for it for the second year in a row and expect
strong performances from the Chinese, namely Nanqin Chen, Australia
and Jana Dukatova (SVK).
In the women’s K1 it was wide open. With their good performances
throughout the year, any one of the top eight or so in this category
could take home the prize. Of course, this being slalom, there could be
some surprises and we should look out for not just the expected, such as
Jana Dukatova, reigning world champion, Jasmin Schornberg (GER) and
Stepanka Hilgertova (CZE) but also Fiona Pennie (GBR) and Corinna
Kuhnle (AUT) among others.
In the men’s K1 we would be treated to the Molmenti - Kauzer
- Grimm showdown. With the support that Peter Kauzer receives on
his home course, it was difﬁcult to see how Molmenti would be able to
overcome his closest rival. Of course, Germany’s Alexander Grimm was
always there and might just be able to steal the crown. Others to look
for were Switzerland’s Michael Kurt, who had a great World Cup season,
and Slovenian Jure Meglic. Ranked 6th, Meglic could suck up the
support from the crowd and turn it into a Slovenian dominated podium.
It was all to play for in Ljubljana and we were in for some exciting
competition
On the ﬁrst day both competitors and organizers were put through
their paces. The expected downpour kept those behind the scenes on
their toes but, thankfully, the careful planning kept the event running
like clockwork.
Helen Reeves, ICF Technical Committee member and course
designer for this event, said competitors would face a number of
challenges. First up was the Big Drop, right at the start of the run,
meaning the course was fast from the outset. This could be intimidating
for some, perhaps not for the leaders. Fast and furious, the course, by its
very nature, was swirly and unpredictable, making it very changeable.
Add this to the unsavoury weather conditions and the water was even
faster, another challenge for competitors who might ﬁnd it hard to
predict the water. The downstream gates also posed a little problem. The
tight stagger sequence quite early on made the combination at gates 4, 5
and 6 very tricky; reading the water here would be a challenge.
The day started with the men’s C2. Qualifying in ﬁrst place was the
British duo of Tim Baillie and Etienne Stott. They cleared the ﬁeld with
half a second to spare. The French pair, Denis Gargaud Chanut and
Fabien Lefevre, completed just the one run, safe in the knowledge that
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their time of 107.12 would put them in the top 30. It sure did. Their
one and only run was the second fastest of the day. China’s Hu/Shu
crew are becoming a regular ﬁxture on the slalom startlist, securing their
place with the third fastest time of the day.
Others appearing in the semi finals on Saturday morning were
Slovakia’s Kucera/Batik, the Hochschorner brothers and Great Britain’s
Florence/Hounslow. One big surprise was the failure of Czech pair,
Volf/Stepanek to get through to the next round.
Next up was the women’s K1. On her second run Maialen Chourraut
(ESP) made the course look positively easy, taking the best time with
nearly a second to spare. Following behind were Stepanka Hilgertova
and China’s Yingying Zou. GB fared well with all three women team
qualifying. Louise Donnington qualiﬁed with the ﬁfth fastest time, Lizzie
Neave with the ﬁfteenth fastest and Fiona Pennie with the seventeenth
fastest time. Jana Dukatova, ranked ﬁrst coming into the competition,
was, perhaps, saving her best for last, qualifying with the seventh fastest
time, her team mate, Dana Benusova, with the ninth fastest time. The
two Austrians, Corinna Kuhnle and Violetta Oblinger-Peters, also made
it, while their young compatriot and recent Youth Olympic bronze
medallist,Viktoria Wolffhardt, didn’t quite make it. One Youth Olympian
who did make it through, however, was Australia’s Jessica Fox. She took
the last qualifying spot with the thirtieth fastest time.
There were a few surprises in the C1 lineup with all the favourites
ending up a little down the list of qualiﬁers. With the fastest time of
the afternoon, Germany’s Sideris Tasiadis would lead the 30 men going
into the semis on Sunday. David Florence and Takuya Haneda (JPN)
followed with the 2nd and 3rd places respectively. In 4th and 5th places
were the two Frenchmen. Reigning world champion Tony Estanguet
ﬁnished with a time of 98.89 in his one and only run. Denis Gargaud
Chanut’s fastest run was in a time of 100.36. His second run included a
50 second penalty.
Home boys Anze Bercic and Benjamin Savsek came in together, just
one second between them with 9th and 10th times respectively. Michal
Martikan, who also just completed one run, qualiﬁed with 11th fastest
time, followed by Alexander Slafkovsky.
Both Jessica Fox and Jana Dukatova were clearly saving their energy
this day as they took just one run in C1. Both of them ended up at the
top of the board. Jess was fastest with a time of 123.52, Jana 2nd with
her time of 131.85. Both Nanqin Chen and Qianqian Teng (CHN)
qualiﬁed in 6th and 13th places respectively. Judging by their year’s
performance, they may have been saving their best for last. Qualifying
in 3rd place was France’s Caroline Loir followed by Australia’s Rosalyn
Lawrence (last year’s women’s C1 silver medallist) and Germany’s
Michaela Grimm.
The next day we would see the men’s K1 heats and the team events
on Friday. Come Saturday, we would see a whole new course, throwing
up more difﬁculties for these top class competitors to overcome.
Due to high water levels in the River Sava the world championship
programme for Thursday 9th September (K1 heats) were postponed.
Following a detailed analysis of the weather and water patterns
and consultation with international TV broadcasters, the organizing
committee and ICF would provide detailed information and a revised
competition programme. To allow effective regulation of water ﬂows in
the competition channel, no competition would take place before 14:30
on Friday 10th September.
The current water ﬂow in the River Sava reached 250 cubic metres
per second, compared with 50 cumecs the previous day. The local
authorities expected that the water level would have dropped by half,
making it possible to manage a diverted ﬂow of 50 - 70 cumecs in the
race channel.
Chief ofﬁcial Jean Michel Prono said ‘The level in the course is too
high for safe and fair conduct of a world championship competition so
we have decided to postpone today’s competition.’
He added ‘Based on advice from the local organizers and authorities,
we are conﬁdent we will be able to complete the programme under
our contingency plan, which prioritizes the quality of the semi ﬁnals
and ﬁnals in the individual events for the athletes, spectators and TV
audience.’
A mini festival of sport saw a triathlon on Friday and a night time
10km run pass through the streets of Ljubljana. All this was held in
conjunction with the world championships which, given the size of the
event and the number of nations attending (350 competitors from 48
nations) was the main attraction.
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Thankfully, there were no more changes to the schedule, the sun
broke through and the river gates put a stop to the ﬂooding of the
course. By 1.30pm the podium spot was no longer submerged. We were
back on.
Star of the show this afternoon was a Mr Fabien. Breezing through
the course on his one and only run, he smashed his fellow competitors
with a gap just shy of 4 seconds. By the end of the two runs, this gap
closed to just over 2 seconds. Germany’s Hannes Aigner was the second
fastest in both runs. Third fastest overall was Spain’s Samuel Hernanz.
Making the home crowd slightly nervous were their local heroes,
including reigning world champion Peter Kauzer. Kauzer missed gate
12, landing himself a 50 second penalty and exit from the top 40. A
considered second run, however, saw Peter back on track. He ﬁnished
with the fourth fastest time of the afternoon. Also falling well out of
the top 40 in the ﬁrst round was Jure Meglic; he ﬁnished the ﬁrst heats
in 79th place. On his second run he clocked a decent and clean time of
94.22, ﬁnishing just behind Peter.
Richard Hounslow was pleased with his two runs. On his second
he would have moved right up the board but an annoying touch on
gate 17 put him in 13th place on the semi ﬁnal startlist. Commenting
to reporters, he said that he would have just settled with the one run
but, as the course will remain the same throughout the weekend’s ﬁnals,
he wanted to try out the course again with a couple of tweaks here or
there. By contrast, Lefevre decided to keep his near perfect ﬁrst run as
his one and only of the day, saving his energy and seemingly conﬁdent
that he had cracked the course.
Hradilek was another 50 pointer on the ﬁrst run. Also one of the
big names and also out of the top 40 after the ﬁrst round, this could
have been a shocker but his second run was a vast improvement and
he ﬁnished well within the limits of the top 40 qualiﬁers. The Czech
ﬁnished with the eighth fastest time. Both Daniele Molmenti (ITA)
and Alexander Grimm ﬁnished a little further up the qualifying table
than one might expect. Molmenti’s two clean runs left him as the 6th
qualiﬁer while Grimm had touch penalties in both, pushing him way
back into 15th qualifying spot. We would see how this unfolded in the
semis.
In terms of surprises, David Ford (CAN) was the ﬁrst big name to be
knocked out of the semi ﬁnals. One of the longest competing slalomists,
David also competed here in 1991. His clean but slow time in the ﬁrst
heat had pushed him out of the top 40; it all rested on a good second
run. It was going well until he missed gate 19, the middle of the ﬁnal
stagger sequence. That was the end of the world championships for
David. A bad day for Canada, John Hastings also missed out on a semi
ﬁnal place. He also missed gate 19, proving that competitors could not
relax at any point on this tight, changing and unpredictable course. Last
of the qualiﬁers was Togo’s Benjamin Boukpeti. He missed gate 9 on
his second run so he had an agonizing wait to see if his ﬁrst run would
make the cut. It did.
Men’s K1 semi ﬁnals would be on Sunday morning with the top 10
progressing to the ﬁnals on Sunday afternoon.
Blue skies and sunshine greeted fans at the Tacen course with
perfectly running water and a swathe of competitors ready to bring it
on for the slalom diehards of Slovenia. After a week of postponements
and uncertain conditions, all were ready and raring to go for a full day
of competition.

First up was the men’s C2 semis. Going in, the leaders were GB’s Tim
Baillie and Etienne Stott, France’s Fabien Lefevre and Denis Gargaud
Chanut and China’s Hu Minghai and Shu Junrong. It was all about
turn, however, as going straight out the other end of the semis were
the leaders Baillie and Stott; they missed gate 7. Lefevre and Gargaud
Chanut went straight into 10th qualifying spot after their 2nd place the
previous day and the Chinese duo, Hu/Shu, would be going into the
ﬁnals as 7th fastest qualiﬁers.
Moving up the semi ﬁnal board were more of the usual suspects. The
mighty Hochshorners were a second clear of second placed compatriots,
Kucera and Batik. Another French pair, Gauthier Klauss and Matthieu
Peche, scrambled their way from the 15th qualifying spot in the heats
to the 3rd qualifying time in the semis. Aside from the Stott/Baillie
departure, another surprise pair leaving us at the semi ﬁnal stage were
the Skantar cousins from Slovakia.
In the women’s K1 Jessica Fox started the proceedings with a nonetoo-shabby time of 107.31. This was slightly faster than heat leader
Maialen Chourraut’s qualifying time. First to run, Fox led the board for
three quarters of the way through the semi startlist until Jana Dukatova
clocked an amazing time, 2.5 seconds faster even with a 2 second
penalty. Next after Dukatova, however, was Violetta Oblinger-Peters. She
was even quicker with a time of 104.31 with a clean run. She led the
board going into the afternoon’s ﬁnals.
Going out of the ﬁnals were a couple of shockers. Maialen Chourraut
had a bad run. She led the ﬁeld the previous day and the last to run in
the afternoon but there was a touch; she struggled on the course and
was just too slow. She ﬁnished with the 16th fastest time. Stepanka
Hilgertova also had a terrible time on this challenging course, touching
gates no less than 5 times.
In all it was a good start to the day for the Aussies; three of their
competitors were into the women’s K1 ﬁnal. The Austrians, too, had two
girls going onto the women’s K1 ﬁnal. Great Britain would be slightly
disappointed with just one of the three semi ﬁnalists in the women’s K1
going through and one of their men’s C2 pairs going through. Also in
the men’s we saw a good show from the French and the Slovakians with
two pairs each in the afternoon’s men’s C2 ﬁnal.
As if the morning’s events were not enough to keep us on the edge,
the competitors pushed it to a new level for the ﬁnals. The water here is
unpredictable; so are the outcomes. We were in for some truly exciting
stuff.
First off at 2.30pm was the men’s C2. Lefevre and Gargaud Chanut

The Hochschorners.

Tim Baillie and Etienne Stott.

Richard Hounslow and David Florence.
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left the starting line ﬁrst. Their time was enough to put the pressure on
and they led the ﬁeld until the very last run when the lead was stolen
from them by the indomitable Hochschorners. Second to run were
Richard Hounslow and David Florence. They, too, were up on the
leader board in silver but, thanks to the Hochschorners, were pushed
down into bronze medal position. All were pretty delighted with their
results, though.
Fabien and Denis told the ICF, after the results were in, ‘It’s
outstanding. The way we made the medal was not the easiest... we had
the fastest time but we got two penalties; as a consequence we have a
silver medal.’ Going into the ﬁnal they had the slowest semi ﬁnal time;
the pair said ‘We were a bit angry, actually. We knew that we had the
potential to be in the top 5 after watching the results from this season
so we were a bit angry but very focused. At the start we decided to
just enjoy it and give our best to the people watching.’ They had two
touches on gates 12 and 14. They explained it as ‘They were because of
some risky choices. We chose not to make the secure route but enjoy it.’
Hounslow and Florence were equally pleased with their run of
109.36 with no penalties at all. Talking to the ICF after the race David
said ‘I must be honest; we were very nervous after our semi ﬁnal run; we
thought we might not have done enough to make it into the ﬁnal so it
was just a relief. We decided to just go out there and enjoy it; we gave
it our best shot and went into 2nd place by a margin. With still eight
runs to go we didn’t think we’d done enough but, as it happened, we
watched, it got more and more exciting and we got a medal at the end
of it.’ On the challenging and changeable course Hounslow was quite
philosophical. ‘It’s deﬁnitely a hard course; you can win or lose time
everywhere here. You could say after gate 5 you get really bad water
there but you can gain it somewhere else; you take the good with the
bad.’
The mighty Hochschorners were pretty relaxed about their win.
Talking on national Slovenian radio they put their motivation down to
the fact that ‘every race is different, every course is different’ plus ‘we are
motivated because we know we can beat the other guys.’
The Aussie onslaught of the women’s semi-ﬁnal did not stay around
for long. None of the three girls could bring their semi ﬁnal successes
through to the ﬁnal. At the end of the runs it was a ﬁeld of two halves.
Reigning world champion Jasmin Schornberg, Katrina Lawrence,
Fiona Pennie and Marie Rihoskova (CZE) were all knocked out of the
running with missed gates. In contrast, the top half of the ﬁeld had clean
runs.

double podium appearance, perhaps the best result ever for Austria.
Violetta, however, was not so concerned with that while waiting for her
medal. She seemed rather disappointed it was not a gold one: ‘The run
was really bad, really bad. At the start and at gate 2 I hit really bad water.
I knew I was really far behind so I tried to ﬁght and make it up. I had a
really bad feeling about it so I am pretty happy with the outcome of the
run but I really wanted to win.’ Perhaps when it sunk in Violetta would
be able to take on board this momentous occasion for her country.
Finishing up the day were the team events. Clocking a seriously fast
time, even with 4 seconds of penalties, France pulled it out of the bag
again to win. Should Denis and Fabien make it onto the podium in
their respective C1 and K1 events the next day they would have made
a clean sweep. Finishing in 2nd place were the Czechs. Their top duo,
Volf and Stepanek, were knocked out in the heats so this podium ﬁnish
would be some reconciliation for them. In 3rd were the Germans.
Surprisingly, with the Hochschorners, the Skantars and the Kucera/
Batik duo, Slovakia’s team were far too slow, only making 4th place.

The Czech women’s team.

In the women’s K1 team event Slovenia’s paddlers had the home
crowd on tenterhooks as they led the ﬁeld for a fair chunk of the event.
In the end the Czech Republic and Germany overtook them, pushing
the home team to bronze medal position. A gold medal must have been
some compensation for Stepanka Hilgertova who was knocked out
in the morning’s semi and for Jasmin Schornberg whose 100 second
penalty in the ﬁnal just two hours before pushed her into 10th place.
As Fabien Lefevre said, ‘right now it’s not even the middle of the
weekend’; the next day’s agenda was looking even fuller than this day’s
with the women’s C1, the men’s C1 and the men’s K1 to get through.
From 1630 the men’s C1 and K1 team events would also run. There
was some catching up to do after the week’s bad weather. With a lot of
competitors doubling up from the day’s C2 into the K1 and C1, not
to mention some of the women who would compete in the next day’s
C1, the competitors all knew the course well now. We were in for some
great action.
Mist covered the Tacen skies but, as the women’s C1 competitors
progressed down the course, blue skies emerged, as if by magic.
The Slovakian fans really know how to up the tempo and keep the
competitors going. With a morning of mishaps for some, glory for
others, their enthusiasm was well appreciated.
As evident for the whole week, the course is a challenging one
and, this being the newest of the world championship categories, the
girls found this a challenge indeed. Nearly the entire ﬁrst half of the
competitors missed gates. Louise Jull (NZL) had a terrible time at the
top of the course and at the bottom, missing 7 gates and picking up
352 seconds of penalties. The ﬁrst girl to make a clean run was Great
Britain’s Mallory Franklin, a good run for her. Mallory was 5th fastest
going into the ﬁnal. The reigning world champion, Australia’s Leanne
Corinna Kuhnle.
Guinea, clocked a good time, too, placing her 3rd. Fastest in the heats
was her team mate, Jess Fox; she posted the morning’s 6th fastest time
First of these came from Corinna Kuhnle. Despite an injured hand, but the leaders on the board were two Slovakians. Fastest with a time
Corinna managed to pull it together with a perfect run over 5 seconds of 127.85 was Jana Dukatova, the previous day’s K1 silver medallist. Her
clear of 2nd placed Jana Dukatova. Talking to the ICF just before she team mate, Katarina Macova, clocked the second fastest time.
got her medal, Corinna said ‘I didn’t expect it. I went into the ﬁnals
and thought I was just going to have fun and see how it ended up. The
biggest challenge is combination 8 and 9. I didn’t do that well with these
in the qualiﬁcations and the semis but I managed to do it in the ﬁnal. I
saw Jana’s video on the semi ﬁnal run and decided I wanted to do it like
that.’ It seems that watching other competitors is the way forward.
Jana Dukatova also completed the course with a clean run. Telling the
ICF on how she managed it, Jana said ‘It’s a technical course but, if the
water is not going with you, you are unlucky; then you need power and
strength to get through it.’ On working with this unpredictable water,
she continued ‘I was training a lot here. I tried to ﬁnd the best way for
each way the water could change.’
Helping push their way into Austrian canoeing’s history books was
Violetta Oblinger-Peters. Winning bronze medal, she gave Austria a
Jana Dukatova.
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Perhaps the biggest surprise here was the failure of Nanquin Chen
to make it into the ﬁnals although Qianqian Teng, would be there,
qualifying with the fourth fastest time.
For the men’s C1, the atmosphere stepped up into general craziness.
With two Slovenian guys at the end of the startlist, the crowd were
by then suitably warmed up and were able to unleash their own kind
of frenzy. The cheers (singing, dancing, trumpeting, rattling etc) were
not lost on their boys. Benjamin Savsek was the ﬁrst to make it into
the afternoon’s ﬁnal. He scraped into the top 10 by a little over half a
second. The next Slovenian to make it through was Jure Lenarcic; he
was the seventh fastest.
Yet again, the leaders of the semi ﬁnals board were two Slovakians.
Alexander Slafkovsky clocked the best run of 97.4 with no penalties.
Just behind within half a second was Matej Benus. With the third fastest
time was Germany’s Jan Benzien.
Even in this semi we saw the return of the Martikan - Estanguet ding
dong. Just one hundredth of a second between them, Michal Martikan
crossed the line with the fourth fastest time, Estanguet with the ﬁfth.
Would Martikan be able to perform the same way as in this year’s
Europeans or would Estanguet, reigning world champion, better the
slightest of gaps between them? They both touched gates, Martikan gate
11, Estanguet gate 12. It just doesn’t get any closer.
The big surprise coming out of this semi ﬁnal was the exit of David
Florence. The previous day’s bronze medallist in the C2, his time could
have made it but a touch on gate 11 pushed him into 12th place. Also
out were Florence’s team mate, Richard Hounslow, Stanislav Jezek
(CZE) and Denis Gargaud Chanut. Both Jezek and Gargaud Chanut
missed gates, pushing them to the bottom end of the results list.
The Kauzer crazies were happy but it wasn’t Peter with the fastest
Slovenian time in the men’s K1 semi ﬁnal. Instead, it was Jure Meglic,
posting a time of 93.87. Kauzer’s time was 94.14. Both runs were clean
which must have put the home competitors and the crowd slightly at
ease.
However, a massive surprise on a colossal scale was the winner of the
semis. Atanas Nikolovski of Macedonia appeared from relative obscurity
with the run of his life. He swept the board with a time of 92.25, over
a second quicker than the second fastest, France’s Boris Neveu. Fabien
Lefevre just couldn’t keep up his great performance and was out of
the ﬁnals. The touch on gate 12 pushed him out of the top 10. His
performance was the last of the big shockers, the ﬁrst of which came
from Alexander Grimm. The reigning Olympic champion touched then
missed a gate. He was pushed to 35th spot, well out of the ﬁnals. The
next shockers came from a couple of Brits. Richard Hounslow ﬁnished
in 24th spot; even without his 4 second penalty he would have missed
the top 10. With a similar fate, Campbell Walsh’s run was just not quick
enough to make it even without his 2 second penalty.
Second fastest in the heats, Hanne Aigner was knocked to 23rd place
while third fastest, Samuel Hernanz, ﬁnished 30th. In an about turn
within his own team, Joan Crespo would be representing Spain in the
ﬁnals, qualifying with the sixth fastest time.
All the excitement continued with a certain fervour in the afternoon
as the women’s and men’s C1 and men’s K1 competitors took on the
Tacen course.
Some missed gates and some touches, this course is really tough and
never more so than with the girls competing in the women’s C1. In the
end it was Slovakia’s golden girl who made it to the gold medal position.
Taking the previous day’s silver in the women’s K1, Jana brought it
to the next level in the C1. Commenting after the race, she told the
ICF ‘I’m feeling really great this was very very hard; the water here is
technically difﬁcult and for the C1 ladies it was a very hard race today
so I’m happy I didn’t make any big mistakes.’
When asked about her focus and how she managed to stay on it, Jana
said ‘I’m happy I had my K1 race on Saturday; it’s more important for
me so, after winning that medal, I came into today a little easier. I didn’t
think I could achieve more then I did, so it’s really great.’
On her opinion of the women’s C1 category she continued ‘I think
this world championships, on this course, is one big step up for the
women. I am really surprised and happy that a lot of women went to
the start, even though it’s here in Tacen with the big ﬁrst jump. I think
when we come to the other courses now, it will be much much better
and the women’s class will have improved a lot for next year.’
Joining Jana on the podium were two Australians, 2009 world
champion Leanne Guinea and 16 year old Jessica Fox. They took silver
and bronze respectively.
How is it that Martikan and Estanguet can bring out their rivalry
when it really counts? Nobody really knows, least of all Tony himself: ‘It’s
incredible. I can’t explain it. It’s the same story since we were juniors. I

don’t know why. A lot of paddlers could win, a lot of paddlers are
beating us in the World Cups but in the world championships and the
Olympics, it’s great because it’s always Michal and me on the podium.’
So it was yet again, Tony Estanguet world champion for two years in a
row; he stormed the ﬁeld with a near perfect run and won by nearly 3
seconds, Michal Martikan second.

Tony Estanguet.
Crossing the ﬁnish line, Tony did not look happy with his run; he told
the ICF later ‘I was quite surprised because the time was really good but
at ﬁrst I thought my mistakes on gate 9 and gate 12 made the run not so
good. For me, there were just too many mistakes to be able to win... but
after I saw the time I thought maybe it would be enough.’
Talking us through the run, Tony said ‘I had a really good start. Up
to gate 4 it was really excellent. I can’t explain because I did exactly the
same in the ﬁrst run but this time it was excellent; last time it was not so
good. In gate 5 I was a little bit below and down on the upstream gate
so after I had some good speed between 6, 7 and 8... it’s a big ﬁght on
this course; you never know how it is going to go. I’m really happy to
win; this kind of course is not my strength. I prefer the big courses with
a more stable current... so this is a good victory for me today.’ Talking
us through the week, with the turbulent weather, he continued ‘It was
terrible to begin the world championships on the Wednesday, then stop
and rest for three days. You have to stop being so focused on the race
or you will waste energy. So, you have to ﬁnd a good balance, thinking
about other things while keeping your mind on the ﬁnal day. It was not
easy but interesting for me because this was the ﬁrst time this kind of
thing has happened so a new experience one more time in slalom.’
Michal Martikan took silver medal while Spain’s Jordi Domenjo took
bronze, a good day for the Spaniards. Domenjo crossed the line less than
a second slower than Martikan and all of the top three had completely
clean runs. The Slovenian fans were to be disappointed with 7th and
9th place for their boys. The Slovakians also looked as if they could have
brought some hardware home but they arrived in 4th and 5th places.
The men’s K1 ﬁnal was the event for which they were all waiting. The
anticipation of Peter Kauzer’s world championship attempt was palpable,
having built up since the previous day’s adventurous session of heats.
The two Slovenians went down consecutively, Kauzer ﬁrst followed by
Jure Meglic. As Kauzer made his way down the course, it all seemed to
be going well but it was the upstream gate 17 that added 50 points to
his run. He just missed it. The disappointment was clear in both Peter
Kauzer’s face as he crossed the line and within the crowd. However,
they were to be buoyed by their other K1 star, Meglic. Fourth fastest
in the semis, he was clearly on form and managed a quick and clean
time of 93.56 which gave him the bronze, some consolation indeed for
Slovenia’s fans. Coming into the silver medal position was the Czech
Republic’s Vavrinec Hadrilek, a good year for him sealed with silver.
Crossing the line in first place was Daniele Molmenti. Ever the
showman, Daniele was clearly delighted as he sat on the water and
watched his fellow competitors come through. After the runs he told
reporters it was a little bit of luck that brought him over the line 1st
but it also thanks to all the training he had done here. Leading up to
the ﬁnal, he said that he was feeling pretty relaxed, having won the
World Cup; he knew he could make the time. Funnily enough, at the
European Championships in Bratislava he told Peter that, as he gave him
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Slalom course developments

Daniele Molmenti.
the European title, he would take the world championship title from
him in Tacen. It did indeed come true.
Talking to the ICF about how he coped with the Slovenian fans, he
said ‘Slovenia supported me a bit, obviously Peter more so, but I know
them. I am really good friends with Peter and I am kind of part of the
Slovenian family. I didn’t really hear the fans because I was so focused
but I am sure they are pleased for me.’
On the weather imposed breaks he was pretty relaxed, too. ‘I read
books. I slept a lot... We missed the European championships because
of big water so we’re getting used to it. But for me, it was good. I was
ready to race whenever.’
A reporter asked him if this was the race of his life. His reply: ‘Ah no, I
will do that in London.’ Brilliant.
Drama unfolded yet again for the Slovenians in the men’s K1 team
event. They were going well but they missed a gate at the bottom end
of the course. Before they knew it, they saw Germany’s 1st place result
ﬂash up on screen, the Slovenians nowhere to be found. Soon, news
ﬁltered through of the team’s failure to make it to the podium. They
ﬁnished down in 16th place. It was not Slovenia’s day. In the end it was a
Germany, France, Italy podium for the men’s K1, giving more medals to
Fabien Lefevre and Daniele Molmenti.
In the men’s C1 team event France were just knocked off the podium
as Slovakia, Germany and the Czech Republic moved in, in that order.
In all it was a brilliant slalom world championships, a true showcase
of how unpredictable and exciting this sport this is. Thanks to everyone
involved and well done to all the competitors. It was great.

The Tees white water course has been undergoing a £3,500,000
upgrade. The existing course has been restyled, having previously
suffered from being shallow. A short bypass chute is being added. Most
noticeable, though, are four 12m long Archimedes screws. These 3.5m
diameter structures pump water back to the top to increase ﬂow or,
when the course is not in use, can be used to generate electricity, the
ﬁrst white water course in Britain to feature this option. Funding has
been undertaken by One North East, Stockton Borough Council, Sport
England and British Waterways.
In March, Winter Olympics medallist Amy Williams had opened the
Cardiff International White Water, a £13,300,000 250m white water
course, the ﬁrst pumped slalom course in Britain. By October it was
able to take the title of Best Visitor Experience in Visit Wales’ National
Tourism Awards. Package deals have been set up with a number of
Cardiff hotels.
Both courses are expected to be used as training facilities for the 2012
Olympic Games.

Artist’s view of the modiﬁed Tees course.

British women’s star performances
World Championships
The wild water world championships in Sort,
Spain, were successful for the British canoeists.
This year’s world championships were held in
Spain for the very ﬁrst time.
Rising water levels on the Noguera Pallaresa
river resulted in a delay to the start of the world
championships with days being postponed owing
to the river being deemed unsafe for competition
by the ofﬁcial race director.
Competition for Day Three and Day Four
finally got underway as the rain disappeared,
leaving perfect conditions with no sign of

The men’s C1 team sprint race was the first
race to take place with the French men’s team of
Marc Brodiez, Yann Claudepierre and Guillaume
Alzingre winning the gold medal with their overall
time of 2 minutes 58.53 seconds with the teams
from Croatia and Germany taking the silver and
bronze medals respectively.
The second event was the men’s K1 team
sprint race which developed to a thrilling ﬁnish.
Finishing in 1st place was the Czech Republic
team comprising Karel Slepica, Kamil Mruzek
and Tomas Slovak. Italy’s team finished close
behind with Slovenia’s team taking bronze. In

The Spanish do know how to throw a good party.

Joanna Greenﬁeld

K1W: 1 C Kuhnle, Österreich, 102.64. 2 J Dukatova, Slovensko, 107.73.
3 V Oblinger-Peters, Österreich, 110.06. 8 F Pennie, GB, 161.05.
K1M: 1 D Molmenti, Italia, 91.00. 2 V Hradilek, Ceska, 93.56. 3 J Meglic, Slovenija, 93.74.
C1W: 1 J Dukatova, Slovensko, 125.71. 2 L Guinea, Australia, 131.50.
3 J Fox, Australia, 134.18. 7 M Franklin, GB, 181.79.
C1M: 1 T Estanguet, France, 96.70. 2 M Martikan, Slovensko, 98.61.
3 J Demenjo, España, 99.41.
C2: 1 Hochschorner/Hochschorner, Slovensko, 105.35.
2 Gargaud Chanut/Lefevre, France, 109.00. 3 Florence/Hounslow, GB, 109.36.
K1WT: 1 Ceska, 126.23. 2 Deutschland, 131.42. 3 Slovenija, 136.11. 12 GB, 193.56.
K1MT: 1 Deutschland, 101.80. 2 France, 103.55. 3 Italia, 103.55. 12 GB, 113.13.
C1T: 1 Slovensko, 105.34. 2 Deutschland, 106.71. 3 Ceska, 110,67. 6 GB, 118.57.
C2T: 1 France, 124.90. 2 Ceska, 125.70. 3 Deutschland, 126.78. 5 GB, 129.11.

Playboy’s German edition has
realized that sport is a useful
place to seek out celebrities with
good ﬁgures. Their Olympic
special featuring Nicole Reinhardt
(Apr 09, p7) was not their ﬁrst to
feature canoeing. The previous
year they had featured Jennifer
Bongardt (right), who has
observed that she was paid more
for her appearance than she ever
received for being world slalom
champion.
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Amy Williams opens the Cardiff course.

Clear mountain water passes the riverside promenade at Sort.
Mars Refuel Drink Fund has been making donations to sports
people. Nigel Graham and Ray Sweetlove of Belfast received a
£500 donation which helped them replace their 15 year old C2
and come out of retirement to become Ireland’s top pair.
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further rising water levels. Three hundred participants from thirty one
countries worldwide took to the water to compete during the world
championships in classic team, masters classic, sprint team and individual
sprint disciplines.

Spectator viewpoint and the latest Paris fashions.
the next event, focusing the attention back to the canoe, the men’s
C1 team sprint race turned out to be just as exciting as the K1 team
sprint with another gold medal for the Czech Republic team as they
continued their success and, at this point, were having a fantastic world
championships. Slovakia took silver and France took the bronze medal.
The women’s K1 sprint team race saw the French team of Nathalie
Gastineau, Laetitia Parage and Sistine Malaterre win gold. Germany and
Great Britain followed respectively. The outcome of this race meant that
Great Britain’s Jessica Oughton and Hannah Brown and Germany’s Alke
Overbeck added to their medal collections.
Next up were the classic team races. The ﬁrst event to take place was
the men’s C1 race. Another team from the Czech Republic won with
Croatia taking the silver medal and France the bronze. Following on
from that, the women’s K1 classic team race resulted in an interesting
outcome with the same three teams ﬁghting out the race that had
previously reached the podium in the women’s K1 sprint team race.
Great Britain’s team of Jessica Oughton, Hannah Brown and Sandra
Hyslop prevailed with France behind and Germany taking the bronze.
The third race was the men’s C2 classic team race in which Germany
led from start to ﬁnish with the Czech Republic team taking silver
and Slovakia the bronze medal. Last of the classic team races was the
men’s K1 race with the Czech Republic winning another gold medal
and adding to their achievements in what was a very successful world
championships for them. Germany took the silver, just missing out on
the gold, and France took the bronze.
The men’s K1 class A race got the classic masters races underway.
Sixteen competitors took to the water to contest the race. Matt Dalziel
of Australia won decisively in a time of 9 minutes 37.618 seconds.
Robert Knebel of the Czech Republic took silver and Spain’s Esteban
Arakama the bronze.
There were twelve participants in the men’s K1 class B race. Marino
Capuzzo won, ﬁnishing in a time of 9 minutes 54.045 seconds; the silver
and bronze medals went to Germany’s Olaf Von Hartz and Volker Seibe.
The ﬁnal day of the championships saw the grand ﬁnale with the
individual sprint races taking centre stage.
Great Britain’s Jessica Oughton and Hannah Brown returned to
competition in the women’s K1 race, taking gold and silver medals
respectively. France’s Laetitia Parage took the bronze. The men’s K1 race
saw Belgium’s Richard Maxime win with Slovenia’s Nejc Znidarcic in
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Wild water racing

Balint Vekassy photographs

Canoeing is one of 29 designs of 50p
coin issued for the 2012 Olympic Games.
Designer Timothy Lees has paddled on the
Wye and Thames and wanted to embody the
contrasting power of the paddler and the
waves. With 845,000,000 50p coins currently
in circulation this will result in a large number
of canoeing coins being minted. Pristine
collectors’ copies are available. [08456 088222]

French racer getting some decent airtime.

2nd place and the Czech Republic’s Tomas Slovak ﬁnishing 3rd. Great
Britain’s Jon Schoﬁeld ﬁnished in 4th place and Ben Oakley 9th. Ben
Oakley’s position was a big disappointment to him and his father, Doug
Oakley, stated ‘Ben’s intensive preparation for the championships has
been one which had been targeted at more testing conditions than those
which prevailed during the race.’
Ben took time off from his studies at Nottingham University where
he has completed three years out of ﬁve; he is studying medicine. He
has now returned to Nottingham University to continue his studies.
In the men’s C2 race Slovenia won, France took silver and Germany
the bronze. France were thrilled to see their boys do well to ﬁnish with

two of the medals in the men’s C1 race. Yann Claudepierre won and
Guillaume Alzingre took the bronze. Emil Milihram of Croatia, who
was ﬁrst in the classic, took silver, splitting the two countrymen.
The championships were a great success despite the adverse conditions
at the start. Great help from the local volunteers from Sort contributed
to produce a great championships enjoyed by everyone involved.
The awards ceremony at Els Tillers Sports Hall in Sort was enjoyed by
all who attended, ofﬁcials, participants and their own supporters, with
the Czech Republic’s section in ﬁne voice, appreciating their heroes’
ﬁne showing at the championships.

Ireland’s Liz Shouldice.

Richard Greenwood

Sp: K1W: 1 J Oughton, GB, 3:05.30. 2 H Brown, GB, 3:05.84. 3 L Parage, France, 3:06.19.
8 S Hyslop, GB, 3:09.46. 19 R Fehlingerova, GB, 3:15.45.
K1M: 1 R Maxime, Belgique, 2:47.86. 2 N Znidarcic, Slovenija, 2:48.39.
3 T Slovak, Ceska, 2:49.52. 4 J Schoﬁeld, GB, 2:50.32. 9 B Oakley, GB, 2:52.53.
C2: 1 Taljat/Bozic, Slovenija, 3:02.54. 2 Heitz/Peltriaux, France, 3:03.78.
3 Walter/Baumann, Deutschland, 3:05.25. 13 Wright/Christie, GB, 3:12.15.
16 Harrison/Goulding, GB, 3:15.30. 18 Bradburn/Cartwright, GB, 3:17.76.
K1WT: 1 France, 2:58.35. 2 Deutschland, 3:00.34. 3 GB, 3:00.53.
K1MT: 1 Ceska, 2:45.94. 2 Italia, 2:46.16. 3 Slovenija, 2:46.20. 9 GB, 2:49.47.
C2T: 1 Ceska, 3:01.88. 2 Slovensko, 3:02.16. 3 France, 3:03.89. 6 GB, 3:07.93.
Cl: K1W: 1 A Overbeck, Deutschland, 19:01.049. 2 H Brown, GB, 19:09.292.
3 J Oughton, GB, 19:09.713. 9 S Hyslop, GB, 19:26.947.
K1WMasA: 1 H Sasao, Nippon, 10:43.142. 2 D Paterson, GB, 10:47.075.
3 P Halaskova, Ceska, 10:48.602.
K1M: 1 L Vynisale, France, 19:02.159. 2 A Overbeck, Deutschland, 19:06.335.
3 N Znidarcic, Slovenija, 19:06.798.
K1MasC: 1 W Brick, Deutschland, 10:14.473. 2 D Jones, USA, 10:47.358.
3 W Denninger, Deutschland, 10:58.353. 4 A Bayliss, GB, 11:01.327. 7 G Cherry, GB, 12:38.498.
C2: 1 Taljat/Bozic, Slovenija, 18:30.709. 2 Slucik/Vala, Slovensko, 18:41.710.
3 Grega/Sutek, Slovensko, 18:44.976. 14 Wright/Christie, GB, 19:18.935.
16 Harrison/Goulding, GB, 19:38.106. 17 Bradburn/Cartwright, GB, 19:39.786.
C2MasB: 1 McNulty/Smith, GB, 11:35.000.
K1WT: 1 GB, 10:13.50. 2 France, 10:16.11. 3 Deutschland, 10:24.85.
K1MT: 1 Ceska, 9:26.14. 2 Deutschland, 9:26.70. 3 France, 9:28.38. 10 GB, 9:53.46.
C2T: 1 Deutschland, 10:11.53. 2 Ceska, 10:20.16. 3 Slovensko, 10:27.87. 4 GB, 10:28.67.

Oughton retains her title

Slovak C2 with the power on.

Lofer Race
Hot on the heels of her gold medal wins in the wild water world
championships in June, 21 year old Leicester lass Jessica Oughton
came out top of the world again at the World Cup event in Lofer,
Austria! Sponsored by Lutterworth-based vitamin, mineral and herbal
supplements company Lifeplan Products Limited to compete in the
K1 class, Jessica won in the ﬁnal sprint race and took silver in the ﬁnal
classic race to retain the World Cup crown for the second successive
year!
If that wasn’t all, Lifeplan MD Jamie Christie of Gilmorton also
matched his best ever win by returning home from Lofer with a silver
medal, too. Jamie and his paddle partner, Simon Wright, achieved a wellearned 2nd place in the C2 men’s classic race, making 2010 an excellent
year for the Leicestershire-based British team members.

Nicola Ramm

Czech pair Cuc/Zdráhal.
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European Championships
Cl: K1W: 1 A Overbeck, Deutschland, 19:01.45. 2 H Brown, GB, 19:09.29. 3 J Oughton, GB,
19:09.71.
K1WT: 1 GB, 10:13.50. 2 France, 10:16.11. 3 Deutschland, 10:24.85.
Sp: K1W: 1 J Oughton, GB, 3:05.30. 2 H Brown, GB, 3:05.84. 3 L Parage, France, 3:06.19.
K1WT: 1 France, 2:58.35. 2 Deutschland, 3:00.34. 3 GB, 3:00.53.
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World Championships
After a superb opening ceremony with an
impressive ﬁrework display the competitors woke
up to strong and gusting winds. These conditions
made racing difﬁcult for all the competitors in
the 1,000m heats and semis on the ﬁrst day of the
world championships.
There were no surprises from the morning’s
heats but two classes gave much interest to
the enthusiastic crowd. The men’s C2 1,000m
welcomed the new exciting Russian pairing of
Alexey Korovaskin and Ilya Pervuhkin. They won
their heat in style to progress directly to the ﬁnal,
though the honour of the fastest qualifying time
went to the Azerbaijan crew of Sergey Bezugliy
and Maksim Prokopenko. In the men’s K4 class the French got their
world championship campaign off to the best of starts with a good win,
making the ﬁnal directly. Belarus and Germany joined them there, each
looking strong.
The afternoon semi ﬁnals threw up a few surprises. Perhaps the
biggest of the day came in the third of four semi ﬁnals in the men’s K1.
Adam Van Koeverden (CAN) and Ben Fouhy (NZL) were pushed into
the B ﬁnal by Maximillian Benassi (ITA), Tim Brabants (GBR) and
Marko Tomicevic (SRB) who all ﬁnished ahead of the two Olympic
medal winners. Van Koeverden seemed to get off to a bad start; he
recovered and looked comfortable in the mid part of the race but faded
just before the ﬁnish.
Meanwhile, Max Hoff retained his winning streak and was the fastest
qualiﬁer for the ﬁnal. He will be alert to the strong threat from Aleh
Yurenia (BLR), the young pretender to his crown, who has continued
to impress throughout the 2010 season. The comments regarding the
racing difﬁculties were summed up by Barry Watkins of Ireland (who
ﬁnished 3rd behind Max Hoff) while waiting to see if he was a fastest
qualiﬁer: ‘It was little bit wavy, hard to control the boat and I’ve just
ﬁnished 3rd. I’m just going to wait and see if I can get to the ﬁnal.
That’s the plan. It’s hard to race in this weather but it’s the conditions
and you’d better get used to it.’

and the Czech Republic beating them to the line.
There was no doubt, come Saturday morning and
ﬁnals day, this one would be a classic.
As the wind whipped up the waves on the
course, a good number of the athletes supported
through the ICF talent development programme
and racing this day did exceptionally well to
complete their heats. While there were grimaces
on faces these were soon replaced with broad
smiles in the realization that many had completed
their ﬁrst world championships. One competitor,
back for his second world championships, was Josh
Utanga from the Cook Islands. He would have
much to share with his friends back home when
he recounted his men’s K1 1,000m race against an
Olympic champion and three world championship medal winners.
Paracanoeing racing got underway in front of an enthusiastic crowd
late in the day. All was going well with some good performances with
the crowd cheering on the winners and the competitors struggling
behind. However, increased wind and incremental weather meant
paracanoeing had to be suspended until the next day owing to safety
reasons. We looked forward to these superb athletes resuming their
battles the next day.
What a difference a day makes. The previous day’s bad weather was
replaced with sunshine and a light tail wind on the Malta course. The
grandstand was full of spectators who enjoyed basking in the warm
weather.
Racing very much went to plan with all the favourites moving
comfortably through to the semi ﬁnals.
The Hungarian women’s K4, stroked by Natasa Janics, qualified
directly to the A ﬁnal, as did Germany, where they were joined by
Spain. The Polish crowd had plenty to cheer about as their home town
favourites, Marta Walczykiewicz and Ewelina Wojnarowska, won their
K2 500m heat and would race in the ﬁnal on Sunday.

Inna Osypenko-Radonska.
Katalin Kovacs.
In the women’s classes the highly fancied Katalin Kovacs (HUN)
dominated her semi final, as did Sofia Paldanius (SWE). Paldanius
reﬂected after the race ‘I felt very good in the beginning then in the
end the conditions were so hard but it was under control.’ Franziska
Weber (GER) and Rachel Cawthorn (GBR) would join her in the
ﬁnal and these three would be the medal favourites.
In the men’s C1 there was a better performance from Olympic
champion Attila Vajda (HUN) who has not performed this year to his
normally high standards. Weiyong Xie’s (CHN) win in the second semi
ﬁnal showed yet again that the Chinese have a great habit of producing
talented canoe competitors. Cuba produced some good results, raising
their world proﬁle, having achieved a ﬁnal place in both C1 and C2.
The one surprise of this class was that Mathieu Goubel (FRA), who has
been consistently medalling in the World Cups this year, lost out in the
ﬁght for a ﬁnal spot to Polish favourite Tomasz Kaczor.
In the men’s K2 Hollstein and Ilhe (GER) were on track to win
another K2 1,000m gold. They looked very comfortable on the water
this day. The day’s action concluded with the K4 semi ﬁnals. So who
would join Germany, France and Belarus in the ﬁnal race for gold? In
the ﬁrst semi ﬁnal Great Britain was squeezed out of the top three by
Romania, Italy and Poland. The European silver medallists, Hungary,
suffered the same fate in the second semi ﬁnal with Russia, Australia

The racing heated up in the afternoon sun. There were no real
surprises but plenty of great racing in all classes. The women’s K1
Olympic champion Inna Osypenko-Radonska (UKR) looked in great
form as she dominated her semi ﬁnal race, leading the evergreen Josefa
Idem (ITA) over the line. Idem was the only competitor here who took
part in the very ﬁrst world championships to be held in Poznan in 1990,
winning a gold in this event. Could she can add another medal to her
collection 20 years later? What a story that would be!
In the men’s 500m event, as the numbers reduced from 49
competitors to just nine ﬁnalists, Adam Van Koeverden, after struggling
on Thursday, had a much better day on the water as he took control of
his semi ﬁnal. Olympic champion Kenny Wallace (AUS) also impressed
though he was pushed all the way by Tim Brabants in a continuation of
their rivalry.
Wallace commented after his semi ﬁnal ‘My race was good even
though it was hard. After yesterday’s conditions its good to be on ﬂatter
water.’
Brabants, who has returned to world competition after an 18 month
break from the sport, reﬂected after the race ‘The race was very good
I’m very happy with the result. I knew Kenny would be hard to beat so
I was very happy. It’s all going to plan. The ﬁnal will be tough but I will
do my best and try and get a result.’
Women’s K4 racing is a great showpiece for the sport with furious
paddling and breakneck speed action. The racing lived up to its high
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Anna Daví Solé, Richard Greenwood
and Nicola Ramm photographs

Jessica Oughton came away with four medals, two of them gold.

Ed McKeever wins 200m

proﬁle with very close competition; Hungary, German and Spain all
qualiﬁed directly from the morning’s heats. The ﬁrst semi ﬁnal brought
a great performance from the Portuguese K4 of Rodrigues, Portela,
Vasconcelos and Gomes to take the win in style ahead of Serbia and
France. The Portuguese continued their impressive form and could be
medal contenders.
The second semi
ﬁnal was much closer.
The Br itish K4 of
Edmonds, Cawthorn,
Mason and Sawers led
for 440m of the race
and were just caught
on the line by the
Chinese. By crossing
in 3rd place, Poland
would also race the
womens K4 ﬁnal on
Sunday.
The Canadian
crew, who were 5th
and just missed out
Rachel Cawthorn.
on the ﬁnal, said ‘We
had a good race but a
little bit disappointing. It wasn’t good enough but we did our best.’
The paracanoe competition continued after being suspended the
previous day owing to the poor weather. The competition was going
from strength to strength with all of the continents represented by 67
competitors from 28 nations this year.
In the finals the first gold medal of the championships went to
Marta Santos Ferreira of Brazil in women’s K1 TA. She followed up her
success with a silver in the LTA class. After her winning races Marta said
‘I am very happy. It’s my ﬁrst time at the world championships and I am
very satisﬁed with my performance. I love Poznan; it’s my ﬁrst time in
Europe and the people here are very friendly.’
Other medals were taken by newly ICF afﬁliated Tahiti. Austria,
Romania and Finland made the podium with Italy and Germany also
getting medals. The general performances have improved signiﬁcantly in
one year and the growth of paracanoeing is extremely encouraging for
the sport.
The crowds came out in force the next morning to watch the highly
competitive 1,000m races. With perfect conditions in Poznan the stage
was set for some exciting sprint racing. With the men’s K1, C1, K2, C2
and K4 races being Olympic events, the competition was particularly
ﬁerce.
The ﬁrst action of the day featured the C4 1,000m. The win was
delivered by the Belarus crew, who retained their world title from 2009.

Franziska Weber.
In the very next race, women’s K1, Katalin Kovacs was the hot
favourite to take her 28th world championship gold medal and to equal
the record set by the great Birgit Fischer (GER). She did everything she
could to win, leading the race right up to the last 100m when Franziska
Weber, who had stalked her all of the way down the course, overtook
her to win the gold medal. Soﬁa Paldanius broke from the rest of the
ﬁeld to take bronze.
Weber told the ICF afterwards ‘I think it was the best race I have ever
done. I am surprised that I could do this and I am really happy that I
had the power in the end to beat everyone.’
The men’s K1 race was eagerly awaited. It brought together the 2009
world champion, Max Hoff (GER), unbeaten since 2009, and Olympic
champion Tim Brabants, with only 5 months’ training under his belt.
The race was a classic. Brabants made a strong start, leading by a boat
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length at half way. The situation stayed the same into the last 200m.
Could Brabants hold on? Hoff reeled him in and, as Brabants faded
a little over the last 50 metres, the German overtook him to win and
retain his title. Bronze went to Aleh Yurenia, who is making steady
progress in this class.
Brabants reﬂected after the race ‘It was a hard race as they all are but
I really knew it was going to be difﬁcult to beat Max he is in such good
form at the moment.’
Hoff responded ‘It was a hard race. I didn’t have a good start. I tried
to catch the others; it was very hard, much harder than last year.’
In the C1, Attila Vajda,
Sebastian Brendl (GER)
a n d Va d i m M e n kov
(UZB) provided the fans
with a nail biting ﬁnish.
Menkov took the title,
shaking off Vajda and
Brendl, who nudged
David Cal (ESP) off the
podium, for a bronze
medal.
Vajda told the ICF ‘It
was very hard because
for the heats and semi
Vadim Menkov.
final there was a very
strong wind and big waves so everybody had to ﬁght with nature. It was
a really good race. I tried to win the world championship but I cannot
at the moment. I promised my son that in London I win gold. At the
moment the silver medal is very good for me.’

Hollstein and Ihle.
Hollstein and Ihle were winners in the men’s K2 class. They
demonstrated excellent timing to take the win ahead of Kammerer and
Verecki (HUN) in the last stroke of the race. The German team were
having a good morning on the podium. The German pair said after the
race ‘It was a great race for us; it was the ﬁrst time together in such an
the international race. I am proud of us.’
The eagerly awaited C2 battle between 2009 junior world champions
Alexey Korovashkin and Ilya Peruvkin (RUS) and the Olympic
champion Bahdanovic brothers (BLR) lived up to its headline billing.
However, it was ultimately the Romanian crew of Dumitrescu and
Mihalachi who won by one hundredth of a second from Belarus. The
physical effort was so much that the Romanian canoeist was visibly
ill after the race and needed some medical attention before taking his
place on the podium. The canoeing world is rightly excited about the
potential of the talented Russian duo of Korovashkin and Peruvkin
who came 4th.
The men’s K4 1,000m event is very much the blue ribbon event
of men’s kayak racing. France has been focusing on recent years on
building a gold medal crew. They delivered a gold medal result this day
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The French K4.

as their K4 led the ﬁeld all the way down the course to the line and to a
magniﬁcent reception from the French fans who had travelled to Poland
in the hope of seeing their country take home some medals. They were
well rewarded for their journey!
The morning’s programme of 1,000m ﬁnals concluded with the
women’s K2 and the ﬁrst gold of the day for Hungary in the shape of
Gabriella Szabo and Tamara Csipes. The duo were clearly elated to be
the new world champions as they crossed the ﬁnish line.
There was some solace for Olympic medal winners as Adam Van
Koeverden in the men’s K1, Mathieu Goubel in the men’s C1 and the
Slovak K4 all won their B ﬁnals. and

breaking her rudder.Vivien Follath (HUN) raced on to take gold ahead
of Paltaran. Anne Rikala (FIN) ﬁnished 3rd
A back marker also had a role to play at the conclusion of the men’s
K1 race. Ken Wallace and Max Hoff turned into the ﬁnal 200 metres
neck and neck with Hoff just in the lead. Hoff went wide on the
outside of the lane and may have been unsighted and missed Wallace’s
attack as he sprinted for the line. Wallace pushed hard and took the gold
medal. Hoff gained his second medal of the day while 3rd place went to
Max Benassi.

Ken Wallace.

Start of the men’s K1 5km race.
This year saw 5,000m racing included in the world championship
programme. This distance had been included for women during
the period 1989 - 1991 and we are delighted to see it back in the
programme.
The 200m women’s K2 was the highlight of the heats. Hungarian
powerhouse Janics and Kovacs won their heat as normal but, surprisingly,
only just. They were in the most intense battle with the Portuguese
every metre of the race and just edged out Rodrigues and Gomes on
the line. Walczykiewicz and Wojnarowska were never troubled in their
heat and would join Hungary in the ﬁnal.
The main contenders of Lithuania, Russia and Belarus all proceeded
directly to the ﬁnal by winning their heats in C2 200m.
The semi ﬁnals were frenetic as predicted. The local hero, Piotr
Siemionowski, won his race in K1 to the joy of the many fans watching
whilst Ronnie Rauhe (GER), current world champion and Ed
McKeever (GBR), European champion, did the same.
Pablo Andres (ESP) in the K1 men commented ‘The weather
conditions are fantastic and the water was smooth, perfect for
competition. I ﬁnished the semi 2nd. I am going to be better in the
ﬁnal and am looking forward to it.’
In the women’s K1 event a great ﬁnal lay in prospect with Natasha
Janics going for a hat trick of world championship titles but she would
be pushed by Marta Walczykiewicz and Nicole Reinhardt (GER).
The pairing of Liam Heath and Jon Schoﬁeld (GBR) in the men’s K2
maintained their unbeaten record this day and would be favourites to
win on Sunday. Soren Schust and Jonas Ems (GER) told the ICF ‘It was
a hard race; it was our best race this year so far and we hoped for the
ﬁnal. After the start we got a little bit of waves and had some difﬁculties;
we will be better in the ﬁnal.’
Cuba celebrated their ﬁrst 200m ﬁnal in C2 when Baez Avila and
Torres Madgrigal qualiﬁed from their semi ﬁnal. Bjorn Waeschke and
Stefan Kiraj (GER) reﬂected after their C2 race ‘We are feeling very
good for reaching the ﬁnal; from the start we were good and in the ﬁrst
group. We tried to paddle at a lower rate with foot pressing down hard
on the rest.’ It seemed to work as they reached the ﬁnal for the next day.
The new 200m event of womens C1 saw Laurence Vincent-Lapointe
(CAN) and Tianian Li (CHN) stand out as the main contenders for the
gold medal. We looked forward to seeing a good ﬁnal in this new class
the next day.
There was a similar theme in the racing of all three ﬁnals of the 5km.
A breakaway group formed and the challenge for medals really started
in earnest on the last lap of the course.
In the men’s C1 Ronald Verch (GER) held off Jose Luis Bouza (ESP)
who was forced wide in the ﬁnal 70 metres. There was drama in the
women’s kayak race when Lani Belcher (GBR) was eased out into
the race course at the last turn by Maryna Paltaran (BLR), seemingly

Max Hoff.
Drama right to the end of the day, that’s sprint world championship
racing at its ﬁnest.
The heat was on for the 500m finals. The temperature really
went through the roof for the last day of competition at the world
championships when the last 17 medals were contested. Fans arrived
well before the start of the competition, so popular had this world
championships been. The word had obviously gone out about the
intensity of the racing and there was a buzz amongst the crowd. The
colours and ﬂags all along the course were quite spectacular and many
competitors complimented the spectators for their support.
The 500m finals were first on the programme for the final day,
ensuring any early morning cobwebs were well and truly blown away
for fans and competitors alike.
Being the Olympic distance,
the 500m ﬁnals always serve
up something special in
women’s racing. This day was
no different.
The crowd were warmed
up by the demonstration event
of women’s C2 500m, which
brought success to VincentLapointe and Nicolson
(CAN).
The women’s K1 500m
started proceedings in earnest.
Would Olympic champion
Inna Ospypenko-Radomska
add a world title to her
collection? She had tracked
Natasha Janics all of the way
to the 400 metre point when
she struck out for the line.
Anders Gustaffson and Adam Van She took the lead and the
Koeverden.
gold medal. Rachel Cawthorn
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is for the spectators. There was no doubt of their popularity and
success… short, sharp, explosive and super fast; this distance is made for
exciting races!
In the women’s K1 race the fans cheered the favourite, Natasa Janics,
as she defended her crown successfully, then they were on their feet for
the men’s K1. The battle between Ronald Rauhe and Ed McKeever,
the third time this year, was magnetizing. McKeever took the gold from
Rauhe, making his move in the last 80 metres.
The men’s C1
event was won by
Ivan Shtyl in some
style and would
be the catalyst for
Russian athletes
taking the podium
throughout Sunday
afternoon. Thomas
Simart (FRA)
analyzed his race
and said ‘It was a
very close race and
before the official
results I didn’t
know that I was
2nd, I had a very
strong star t and
Ivan Shtyl.
then kept on going
to the line. The
competition was very well organized and I like this course.’
In the women’s K2 Natasha Janics won her third gold of the day with
her longtime partner, Katalin Kovacs, as they destroyed the opposition
in what was one of the most one sided races seen at this championships,
such was the domination of these two.
Breathless was the word that described the crowd’s emotion after the
men’s K2 race. It was just awesome. Spain was seeking revenge on the
Great Britain crew for their win at the European championship earlier
this year. However, both crews were undone by the French crew of
Sebastian Jouve and Arnaud Hybois, who stole the gold in spectacular
fashion.
Lithuania took their ﬁrst medal of the championships in the C2
event. The current world champions, Labuckaas and Gadekis were never
really under severe pressure and looked good for gold all of the way to
the line.

The Hungarian women’s K4.
The ﬁnal race in the programme was the women’s K4. The fans
always relish the classic battles between Hungary and Germany in this
category but, with many improving crews, the outcome was still in
the balance. As it turned out, the Hungarians were too strong for the
rest of the world. They really brought their best performance out of
the bag this day. However, this race really focused on the home town
crowd who went wild as the Polish women’s K4, in lane 9, next to the
grandstand, took bronze and their ﬁrst medal of the championships.
They would certainly write the headlines in local newspapers that night.
This ﬁttingly brought the 500 metre ﬁnals to a close.
The inclusion of
200m racing in the
Olympic programme
has increased the
intensity and quality
of the starting line in
this championship.
The fans were on
their feet, cheering
and urging on the
competitors for all
of the races, showing
what a great class this
Natasa Janics.
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Laurence Vincent-Lapointe.
Laurence Vincent-Lapointe won the women’s C1 200m event.
Vincent-Lapointe was over the moon and said ‘The race was brilliant;
it was one of my best races ever. I am really really happy with my
performance.’ Some controversy existed over the ladies’ not being able
to manage the automatic starting systems; however, the progress these
girls have made is very commendable and we look forward to further
improvement next year in this class.
After the success in 2009 with relays in Halifax it was difﬁcult for the
ICF to ignore the popularity of these events both for competitors and
for spectators.
As the championships closing events it was nonstop action over the
200m course. What a fantastic way to end the day. The canoe class was
won by Russia after making the most of an error from the Canadians
in the ﬁrst changeover. The women’s kayak event was an example of
powerful women’s racing, ably demonstrated by the German team
who won the gold. The Russian 200m relay kayak team told the ICF
afterwards ‘We like so much the relay and we are very happy with our
medal.’
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fought superbly to wrestle the bronze medal from Teresa Portela right at
the death, a great race which sent the crowd wild.
In the men’s K1 Kenny Wallace had a lacklustre day as the gold and
silver medal battle appeared to be between Adam Van Koeverden and
Anders Gustaffson (SWE). In the end the Swedish competitor proved
too strong over the last 50 metres and won with Van Koeverden slipping
back to 3rd place behind Peter Gelle (SVK).
Gelle spoke to the ICF later stating ‘It was a good race. I won the
silver medal and I didn’t think about it before the race. In the semi ﬁnal
I had a very bad start so I put my mind on a good start in the ﬁnal and
I could go harder from that moment.’
Van Koeverden shared his race experience with the ICF afterwards
‘Wasn’t that a great race? I get so excited when I race 500 metres.’
His friend, frequent training partner and newly crowned world
champion, Gustaffson, commented ‘I am pretty happy to be world
champion; as with all 500m, it was a close race. I am usually stronger in
the second half of the race and today I was good in the ﬁrst half with a
good ﬁnish for the last couple of years. It was an awesome race.’
Dzianis Harazha (BLR) drove through to take an early lead in the C1
class and rebuffed the charge from Qiang Li, crossing in ﬁrst place. The
atmosphere was at fever pitch during the races.
The women’s K2 race was special as it saw Austria win its ﬁrst ever
world championship medal. Yvonne Shurring and Victoria Schwartz
took bronze behind Hungary and Russia. Their joy was boundless as
they leapt onto the podium to receive their prizes. In addition, the
young Russian duo (Salakhova and Sergeeva) were ecstatic to win,
having competed for several years; this had been their best performance.
The Russians commented that ‘It was a good race, 2nd place; we are
very happy. It’s amazing for us. Our strategy was to keep a cool head
and rely on our powerful arms and sheer strength to win a medal.’
The ﬁrst double gold medallists of the championships came in the
shape of Romania’s Dumitrescu and Mihalachi, who won the C2 class
by leading from start to ﬁnish. The performance of these young men
has deﬁnitely been a highlight of these championships and puts them in
a very strong position for the next few years in the C2 category. Pavel
Petrov and Alexander Kostogold (RUS), who took bronze, told the ICF
‘It’s a very good result for us because we sat in a C2 for the ﬁrst time
together this year; we still wanted to get a better result but any medal is
a medal. Yesterday we ﬁnished in 4th place (in the 1,000m); that’s why
today is a real result for us.’

World championships course problems

The women’s relay.
Finally, the last gold medal of the world championships went to
Spain. Each Spanish athlete was fast over the 200m and slick on the
changeovers. Carlos Perez was just too powerful in the fourth and
ﬁnal leg and moved Great Britain from the lead into the silver medal
position. The British athletes sang the praises of the event saying ‘It was
an intense race. 200m is brilliant; we love it.’
It was a great way to end a fantastic 38th sprint world championships.
The next world championships will be held in Szeged, Hungary, in
August 2011 and will have added interest as it’s the Olympic qualiﬁer
for the London 2012 Olympic Games.

Joanna Greenﬁeld

200m: K1W: 1 N Janics, Magyarország, 40.181. 2 Osypenko-Radomska, Ukraina, 40.797.
3 S Kitamoto, Nippon, 40.917.
K1WLTA: 1 C Gauthier, Canada, 53.190. 2 M Santos Ferreira, Brasil, 1:04.334.
3 G Chiriu, Italia, 1:04.346. 4 L Gardner, GB, 1:09.046.
K1WTA: 1 M Santos Ferreira, Brasil, 1:02.942. 2 C Selinger, Canada, 1:04.534.
3 S Amiot, France, 1:06.090. 5 M Taylor, GB, 1:09.958.
K1WLTA/TA/AV: 1 C Selinger, Canada, 1:12.096. 2 T Hetke, USA, 1:12.520.
3 L Bellato, Italia, 1:20.444. 5 M Taylor, GB, 1:59.296.
K1M: 1 E McKeever, GB, 34.807. 2 R Rauhe, Deutschland, 35.155.
3 P Siemionowski, Polska, 35.195.
K1MLTA: 1 I Serban, România, 44.176. 2 M Farineaux, France, 44.448.
3 A Testa, Italia, 45.440.
K1MLTA/TA/AV: 1 P Viriamu, Tahiti, 54.918. 2 G Bowitzky, Deutschland, 57.046.
3 G Thomas, NZ, 1:00.198. 4 P Mahoney, GB, 1:00.834.
K1MA: 1 F Padua, Brasil, 56.151. 2 A De Diego, España, 1:06.215. 3 J Broome, GB, 1:07.179.
C1M: 1 I Shtyl, Rossija, 39.161. 2 T Simart, France, 39.729. 3 R Dalton, Canada, 39.953.
K2M: 1Hybois/Jouve, France, 31.532. 2 Craviotto/Perez, España, 51.540.
3 Heath/Schoﬁeld, GB, 31.584.
500m: K1W: 1 I Osypenko-Radomska, Ukraina, 1:50.461.
2 N Janics, Magyarország, 1:50.625. 3 R Cawthorn, GB, 1:50.929.
K1M: 1 A Gustafsson, Sverige, 1:38.457. 2 P Gelle, Slovensko, 1:38.961.
3 A Van Koeverden, Canada, 1:39.005. 4 T Brabants, GB, 1:39.785.
K2W: 1 Szabo/Kozak, Magzarország, 1:40.064. 2 Salakhova/Sergeeva, Rossija, 1:41.628.
3 Schuring/Schwarz, Österreich, 1:42.684.
K2M: 1 Piatrushenka/Makhnev, Belarus, 1:29.230. 2 Pimenta/Ribeiro, Portugal, 1:29.970.
3 Stanojevic/Pajic, Srbija, 1:30.418.
K4W: 1 Magyarország, 1:31.607. 2 Deutschland, 1:32.795. 3 Polska, 1:33.815. 5 GB, 1:33.979.
1km: K1W: 1 F Weber, Deutschland, 3:57.544. K Kovacs, Magyarország, 4:00.124.
3 S Paldanius, Sverige, 4:00.280. 4 R Cawthorn, GB, 4:02.384.
K1M: 1 M Hoff, Deutschland, 3:29.544. 2 T Brabants, GB, 3:30.040.
3 A Yurenia, Belarus, 3:30.128.
K2W: 1 Szabo/Csipes, Magyarország, 3:34.306. 2 Leonhardt/Hoermann, Deutschland,
3:37.426. 3 Salakhova/Sergeeva, Rossija, 3:37.554. 7 Hawkey/Hannah, GB, 3:47.706.
K2M: 1 Hollstein/Ihle, Deutschland, 3:13.024. 2 Kammerer/Vereckei, Rossija, 3:15.736.
3 Stanojevic/Pajic, Srbija, 3:15.848.
C2M: 1 Dumitrescu/Mihalachi, România, 3:37.317.
2 Bahdanovich/Bahdanovich, Belarus, 3:37.325, 3 Toth/Mike, Magyarország, 3:38.057.
K4M: 1 France, 2:54.103. 2 Belarus, 2:56.023. 3 Ceska, 2:56.143.
5km: K1W: 1 V Follath, Magyarország, 22:44.927. 2 M Paltaran, Belorus, 22:53.079.
3 A Rikala, Suomi, 20:07.683. 7 L Belcher, GB, 23:42.823.
K1M: 1 K Wallace, Australia, 20:01.338. 2 M Hoff, Deutschland, 20:03.574.
3 M Benassi, Italia, 20:06.670. 5 T Brabants, GB, 20:14.482.
R: K1W: 1 Deutschland, 2:50.315. 2 Magyarország, 2:52.211. 3 Rossija, 2:52.959.
6 GB, 2:58.047.
K1M: 1 España, 2:27.409. 2 GB, 2:27.897. 3 Rossija, 2:28.753.

Vichy Regatta
Despite the cold, dreary and overcast conditions in the town of Vichy
in the middle of France, the beginning of the 2010 ICF canoe sprint
World Cup was far from dreary. With over 40 countries bringing their
best and fastest athletes to compete, an overall impressive turnout, the
newly renovated sprint venue at Vichy received a grand opening for its
ﬁrst major event since the 1970s.
The river was ﬂowing swiftly, swelled by a signiﬁcant inﬂux of water,
resulting in unusual speed for all competitors. The weather over the
previous few days had made things difﬁcult for the athletes and the
organizers yet all took it within their strides, working to ensure that
the overall quality of the races were not impeded and the athletes could
perform to the best of their abilities.
The heats went swiftly with impressive performances all round as the
athletes got into their stroke, preparing themselves for pushing further
and faster for the semis at the end of the day. The athletes used this time
to acclimatize to the course, helping them to discover the nuances of
the river.
With a strong entry from many of the top sprint countries, it proved
to be an exhilarating spectacle.
The WK1 1,000m semi was won by Haiping Lu (CHN) with an
impressive 3:57.241 (with water current), a pleasant surprise after
coming 5th in her heat.
The women’s K1 500m saw a strong overall performance from all
participants. Katrin Wagner-Augustin (GER) had the fastest time with a
powerful 1:47.619. Long term veteran paddler Josefa Idem (ITA) came
2nd in her heat with 1:48.288, showing she is still competing at the top
of the sport at the age of 42.
In the men’s K1 1,000m Max Hoff (GER) started the season well
with the overall fastest time of 3:18.755, followed closely by Adam Van
Koeverden (CAN) with a fast 3:21.305.
In the men’s C1 1,000m France’s own Mathieu Goubel powered his
way into the ﬁnal. Also in the ﬁnal for Saturday would be David Cal
(ESP), ﬁnishing 5th with 3:54.065. Another athlete worth mentioning
was Vadim Menkov (UZB) who made a solid run in the heats with
3:39.591, coming 1st and securing his position in the ﬁnal.
Competing in the men’s K2 1,000m the crews worked well with no
surprises. The highlight, Cuba’s Carlos Camilo Montalvo Garcia and
Reiniel Torres Riveaux, managed a superb 3:08.511.
The men’s C2 also saw a positive result for Cuba with their crew
coming 1st, closely followed by Gabor Szeles and David Varga from
Hungary with a strong 3:30.255.
Russia stole the show in the men’s K4, the Czech team coming
2nd with the French taking the ﬁnal spot by coming 3rd with a swift
2:53.544.
In the final race of the day, Italy’s K4W team finished 1st with
1:36.174, France’s team taking advantage of the home ﬁeld and 2nd
place, closely followed by Japan, 3rd.
With the heats and semi ﬁnals over, the stage was set for truly exciting
ﬁnals on Saturday. While the weather proved problematic, the action was
hot in Vichy and the athletes, organizers and public were treated to some
exciting races. With better racing conditions than Friday, many athletes
were looking forward to the 1,000m ﬁnals. Other athletes prepared for
the 500m heats and semi ﬁnals later in the day.
The weather was chilly as the ﬁrst ﬁnal of the day got underway, the
women’s K1 1,000m. The gold went to Poland’s Beata Mikolajczyk,
the silver going to Bridgitte Hartley (RSA) and the bronze to Silke
Hormann (GER). The next big race was the women’s K2, a superb race
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Lisa Carrington and Teneale Hatton.
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was taken by Lisa Carrington and Teneale Hatton from New Zealand;
with a good start they powered their way to the lead in the ﬁnal stretch.
Slovakia’s Ivana Kmetova and Martina Kohlova made a good run to
come in with the silver medal with Poland’s Paulina Wiewiora and
Magdalena Krukowska swiftly following them for bronze.
In the women’s K1 500m the gold went to Katrin Wagner-Augustin
with a very assured performance, Anastasia Sergeeva (RUS) missed out
on the gold by the slightest margin and the bronze went to Terresa
Portela (POR). Self labelled slow starter world champion Josefa Idem
(ITA) was close behind with 4th position.
Next up was the men’s K1 1,000m, won by Max Hoff with a colossal
3:16.936. Newcomer to the ICF World Cups, Aleh Yurenia from Belarus,
surprised the crowd with a powerful 3:18.369, coming in 2nd, beating
Canada’s Adam Van Koeverden, resigned to 3rd place. Van Koeverden
reﬂected ‘I am happy with my performance. I would like to have had
a few easier races as a warm up but Max Hoff is in good form. I stayed
with him the ﬁrst 800m’.

Vincent Lecrubier and Cyrille Carre (FRA). Bronze went to Louro
Leban and Rok Kuk (SLO). The Slovenian boat consists of an under
23 slalom competitor and a world champion in wild water, who started
paddling together only a year ago in sprint.
After a slow and steady start brothers Andrei and Aliaksandr
Bahdanovich (BLR) powered their way in the ﬁnal 250m to take the
gold in C2 men ahead of Lukas Woszcynski and Marcin Grzybowski
(POL). Poland’s second C2 team, Wojciech Tysznski and Roman
Rynkiewicz, took 3rd place.

Marcus Gross, Norman Brockl, Tim Wieskotter and Hendrick Bertz.

Sebastian Brendel.
On the ﬂowing river fast times were not only restricted to kayaks
as the men of the C1 1,000m can attest, a grand success for Germany
as Sebastian Brendel won the race. Unfortunately, the reigning world
champion, Vadim Menkov (UZB), was disqualified as his boat was
deemed underweight. Tomasz Wylenzek was promoted to silver. Jose
Luis Bouza (ESP) came 3rd.
There was more success for Germany as Martin Hollstein and
Andreas Ihle took gold in the men’s K2 1,000m, closely followed by

Men’s K4 1,000m provided Germany with another success as Marcus
Gross, Norman Brockl, Tim Wieskotter and Hendrick Bertz won
in 2:48.020. Kirill Lyapunov, Roman Anoshkin, Anton Vasilyev and
Konstantin Vishnyakov (RUS) came in with 2:49.655 which secured
them 2nd place. Belarus came 3rd as Raman Piatrushenka, Aliaksei
Alalmasau, Artur Litvinchuk and Vadzim Makhneu ﬁnished with a solid
2:50.238.

Fanny Fischer, Caroline Leonhardt, Katrin Wagner-Augustin and
Tina Dietze.

strong showing from the men’s K1, C1, K2, and C2 and women’s K2,
everything was set for a strong ﬁnal day of racing of ﬁnals for 500m and
200m (the new Olympic distance).
The darkened clouds abated slightly and, after talking with several
of the teams, we discovered that the racing conditions had improved
somewhat, with a slower current. When asked about the course during
an interview, Olympic champion Ken Wallace (AUS) mentioned that
since most sprint training takes place on a lake, boat handling suffers as
athletes have to adjust to new conditions. Vichy proved a new challenge
for most athletes yet, over the previous few days, the course had
improved.
This day was unique as ﬁrst up were the heats for the 200m kayak
and canoe. This resulted in some swift action and a great deal of interest
from the shoreline. The races, ﬁnishing in just over 30 seconds, were
blistering affairs.
Olympic Champion Adam Van Koeverden was left behind in the
ﬁrst heat of the day, the men’s K1 200m, failing to qualify. However,Van
Koeverden was upbeat as he conﬁded he had not spent any time training
for 200m races over the winter and was conﬁdent of improvement over
the coming season.
With the heats out of the way, it was time for the exciting semi ﬁnals.
While the semis for the men’s K1 200m were marginally slower than
the heats, the athletes felt more at ease with the course and the short
distance.
The men’s C1 200m went without issue, with David Cal, Mathieu
Goubel and Vadim Menkov all making it to the ﬁnals, in some cases by
the skin of their teeth. The strategy of the new category showed a direct
display of how the shorter distance can result in favourites not winning,
throwing up new champions.
Women’s K1 200m was a good race with Fanny Fischer (GER)
taking the overall fastest time.
Paracanoe athletes showed their skills for the ﬁrst time this year.
First up was the men’s K1 trunk and arm race with Paolo Bressi (ITA)
completing the 200m with an impressive 59.239 and Lorenzo Major
(ITA) finishing in 1:11.997. Italy was the only country to field a
women’s K1 leg, trunk and arm team with Giovanna Chiriu coming 1st
with 1:00.287 and Pisana Grandin coming 2nd.
In the women’s K1 TA ﬁnal, Severine Amiot (FRA) ﬁnished with
a swift 1:03.850 after a tremendous show of determination and
sportsmanship.
The most contested paracanoe event was the men’s K1 LTA, with
representatives from Senegal, Italy, France, Hungary and Belarus. Khadim
Boye (SEN) ﬁnished 1st with a triumphant 46.033, silver went to Andea
Testa (ITA) and the bronze went to France’s own Martin Farineaux, all
of whom had impressive times on a par with many fully able athletes.
The ﬁnal event for paracanoeing was special as the athletes performed
in a new category using va’a (outrigger) boats. These boats have
supporting stabilizers which allow the athletes to paddle on one side.
The athletes gave an impressive performance, making good time and
showing off the unique craft.
The spectators gave a very special show of appreciation to all the
paracanoe athletes and their supporting national federations for their
participation. It looks like these athletes will continue to improve over
the season.

Nikolay Lipkin.
For the men’s K1 200m Germany once again found themselves on
the podium, this time with Ronald Rauhe racing a swift 35.201 and
Jonas Ems a hair’s breadth behind with 35.258. The bronze went to
Michele Zerial (ITA) for his impressive 35.638, an incredibly close race
indeed.

Caroline Leonhart and Tina Dietze.
More medals went to Germany in the women’s K2 500m as Caroline
Leonhart and Tina Dietze take the gold and Silke Hormann and
Conny Wasmuth took the bronze. Marta Walczkiewicy and Ewelina
Wojnarowska (POL) were presented with the silver medal for their
quick time of 1:39.352.
Marta Walczkiewicy also took the gold for the women’s K1 200m,
pulling just ahead of Fanny Fischer and Shinobu Kitamato (JPN), who
took silver and bronze respectively. This was Japan’s ﬁrst medal at this
event and well deserved for a fast race. Other favourites such as Jo
Bridgen Jones (AUS) and Bridgitte Hartley (RSA) unfortunately found
themselves in 4th and 7th places respectively.

Martin Hollstein and Andreas Ihle.

Katrin Wagner-Augustin in K1.

Andrei and Aliaksandr Bahdanovich.
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Germany’s domination continued in the ﬁnal race of the morning,
the women’s K4 500m with Fanny Fischer, Caroline Leonhardt, K1
500m women’s winner Katrin Wagner-Augustin and Tina Dietze
taking the gold after a close race with Spain’s Jana Smidakova, Beatriz
Manchon, Sonia Molanes and Teresa Portela. Right behind the Spanish
came Portugal’s Terresa Portela, Joana Vasconcelos, Joana Sousa and
Beatriz Gomes, ﬁnishing with a creditable bronze.
The afternoon was ﬁlled with the heats and semi ﬁnals for the 500m
distances with superb performances from all our athletes. Towards
the end of the afternoon an unfortunate storm with heavy rain and
wind did its best to dampen the atmosphere but to no avail. After a
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Max Hoff.
The men’s K1 500m, ﬁnal B proved to be a disappointment for Ken
Wallace as, despite his efforts, he ﬁnished in a surprising 9th place. The A
ﬁnal went to Kasper Bleibach (DEN) with Adam Van Koeverden taking
silver. Sweden’s Anders Gustafsson took the bronze. Max Hoff ﬁnished
in 5th place, a little off the pace after his excellent display the day before.
The men’s C1 200m ﬁnals saw, surprisingly, Olympic champion David
Cal only achieving 3rd place in the B ﬁnal while Russia dominated the
winning positions in the A ﬁnal as Nikolay Lipkin won and Ivan Shtyl
took silver. Thomas Simart (FRA) took the bronze after a colossal effort
on his home course.

Arnaud Hybois and Sebastien Jouve.
The men’s K2 200m held a very special surprise for France, which
had yet to win a gold medal in the entire World Cup. Arnaud Hybois
and Sebastien Jouve blew this unlucky streak out of the water with
a colossal 32.016. This result had the stands in an uproar as the locals
celebrated their long awaited victory. Saul Craviotto and Carlos Perez
(ESP) came 2nd, right on the heels of the French with 32.178, while
Caspar and Lasse Nielsen (DEN) took the bronze medal with 32.396.
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Helly Hansen Prunesco retain title

The tight race was an intense highlight for the local crowd as the
competition was coming to a close.
T h e f i n a l r a c e o f t h e d a y w a s t h e wo m e n ’s C 1
200m. This race had a few surprises with the gold going to Maria
Kazakova (RUS) and the silver and bronze medals going to Brazil’s
Valdenia Maximento and Luciana Costa, the ﬁrst medals for Brazil in
this World Cup.
The hospitality and friendliness of Vichy made an impression on
all athletes, coaches and spectators. Whilst the weather, currents and a
myriad of issues beyond the control of the organizers may have been
testing, the event was a good warm up for the world championships in
2011.

Multisport

Carole Ritchie photographs

Simon Catterall

Sean McFarlane and Kirree Seddon, ﬁrst Wicked Wolf winners.

Wicked

Wicked Wolf Triathlon
The ﬁrst ever Wicked Wolf Triathlon has been hailed a massive success
by organizers, raising over £4,500 for Cancer Research UK.
The challenging event begun with a 3km kayak from the beach at
Lochindorb, around the 13th century ruined castle lair of the notorious
Wolf of Badenoch. From there competitors faced a 30km mountain
bike ride over the Lochindorb moor towards Carrbridge, followed by
a 10km run around the woodlands of Carrbridge with a ﬁnale ﬁnish in
the heart of the village.
Speaking after the event, organizer Gemma Powell said ‘It’s been a
fantastic day and the feedback from competitors has been really positive
so, all being well, we hope there will be many more Wicked Wolf
Triathlons to come. Between the Wicked Wolf itself and the post event
ceilidh we’ve raised a massive £4,500.
‘We’d like to say an extremely big thank you to all the landowners
who allowed us access for the event, everyone who helped organize it,
marshal on the day and for the many kind businesses and individuals
who donated money and time to help the Wicked Wolf be a success and
raise money for Cancer Research UK.

Karen Archer

W: 1 K Seddon, Kincraig, 2:24:53. 2 R Williams, Dollar, 2:58:24. 3 R Martindale, Nairn, 3:06:03.
M: 1 S McFarlane, Dollar, 2:03:04. 2 E Dickson, Dollar, 2:11:01. 3 P Campbell, Brough, 2:11:29.
WT: 1 Tessa Smart’s, 2:51:05.
MixT: 1 Strathcarr, 2:34:20.
MT: 1 Long Legs Lazy Bones, 2:13:32.
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Wenger Patagonian Expedition Race
Adventure racers Team Helly Hansen Prunesco have pushed the
boundaries of physical stamina and adventure to become the ﬁrst ever
team in history to retain the Wenger Patagonian Expedition Race title,
renowned for being one of the most extreme adventure races in the
world.
Athletes Nicola Macleod, Mark Humphrey, Andy Wilson and Bruce
Duncan took just six and a half days of nonstop racing to complete the
600km race. The team competed against 14 international teams and
ﬁnished with a half day advantage over their closest rivals, Air Europa
Bimont of Spain.
The gruelling expedition, often referred to as the Last Wild Race,
spans some of the world’s most rugged uninhabited terrain and Team
Helly Hansen Prunesco travelled the distance using a mix of adventure
racing disciplines including mountain biking, trekking, kayaking, rope
activities and back country navigation.
Throughout the race the team survived on little more than an hour’s
sleep a day and battled against extreme conditions as they encountered
plains, mountains, glaciers, forests and swampland. They were even forced
to swim a fast ﬂowing ice fed river to keep ahead of the competition.
The team relied heavily upon technical clothing from Helly Hansen
to keep them warm, dry and comfortable against the elements. From the
brand’s iconic baselayers to trail running footwear and high tech jackets
providing waterproof, breathable protection, the kit enabled Team Helly
Hansen Prunesco to maintain maximum performance at all times.
Team captain Nicola Macleod said ‘The route of this year’s race was
tough but spectacular. We raced hard against big wind, big weather, big
sea and big mountains. Everything we encountered was extreme and
our Helly Hansen kit proved absolutely essential in keeping us warm
and dry. This is such a special race and it’s amazing to win it again.’
Team Helly Hansen Prunesco entered the race using a generous
amount of funding from Prunesco, the biggest prune exporter in Chile.
As a result, the team competed under the name of Team Helly Hansen
Prunesco.
In a sport that has been dominated by the US team Nike and a
series of strong New Zealand teams Helly Hansen Prunesco were the
ﬁrst British team to become world champions and only the second
European team. Previous world championship events have been held in
Brazil, Scotland, Canada, New Zealand, Sweden and Switzerland.

James Wharram

Kate O’Sullivan

Unsung hero McDougall 2nd

Jester Challenge
In the early hours of Saturday 26th June Rory McDougall sailed
his Wharram Tiki 21 Cooking Fat into Newport, Rhode Island,
ﬁnishing 2nd in the Jester Challenge, just 2.5 hours after the Russian
Igor Zaretsky’s 25 ft yacht The Grand, having sailed in 33 days from
Plymouth, UK. Rory sailed a longer more southerly route, but still came
into Newport close on the heels of the Russian.
In the summer issue of Yachting Monthly the Jester Challenge is
described in the following words:
‘Solo Transatlantic, Corinthian Sailing Heroes
‘There is no sponsor, no entrance fee, no rules, no time limit and no safety
inspections.
‘The Jester Challenge is the Everest of amateur sailing.’
The Tiki 21 that Rory sailed across the Atlantic was designed in
1981 as a trailable coastal trekker. In 1982 this new and quite radical
ply/epoxy stitch and glue design was given 1st prize by Cruising World
magazine (USA) in their design competition for a trailable gunkholer.
Since then, 925 Tiki 21 plans have been sold.
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Maria Kazakova in women’s C1.

Roll incentive

The Polo Committee tried a novel way of getting clubs to attend the
AGM. Up to two representatives per club were entitled to claim free
bacon rolls.

World Championships
WU21: GB 3, Deutschland 8. Nederland 3, GB 8. GB 14, Italia 0. GB 11, Italia 2. GB 17, Canada 1.
Polska 2, GB 2. SF: GB 2, France 3. F: GB 5, Polska 4. O/A: 1 France. 2 Deutschland. 3 GB.
W: GB 16, Danmark 2. GB 4, Iran 0. GB 14, Singapore 0. GB 4, Italia 0. GB 8, Nederland 1.
GB 5, NZ 4. GB 7, España 1. SF: GB 6, France 2. F: GB 5, Deutschland 3. O/A: 1 GB.
2 Deutschland. 3 France.
MU21: GB 8, Nippon 0. GB 5, Australia 1. GB 8, Schweiz 0. GB 3, Nederland 2. GB 2, Deutschland
3. GB 4, España 1. SF: GB 1, France 3. F: GB 3, Italia 2. O/A: 1 Deutschland. 2 France. 3 GB.
M: GB 5, Polska 2. GB 21, Chinese Taipei 1. Italia 3, GB 2. GB 2, Danmark 2. Nederland 2, GB 1. GB
8, Belgique 4. España 3, GB 1. GB 2, Schweiz 2. Deutschland 5, GB 3. GB 4, Sverige 1.
O/A: 1 France. 2 Deutschland. 3 Italia. 9 GB.
39th Deutschland Cup
WU21: 1 Deutschland. 2 GB. 3 France.
W: 1 GB A. 2 France. 3 Deutschland. 5 GB B.
MU21: 1 France. 2 Italia. 3 Deutschland. 5 GB.
M: 1 Deutschland. 2 Nederland A. 3 France A. 5 GB.

Random drug searches opposed

BOA chairman Colin Moynihan has proposed new legislation to
allow police to undertake random drug searches in the 2012 Olympic
village. However, this has been opposed by the British Athletes
Commission who do not want random searches.

Boscombe reef poor

An artiﬁcial surﬁng reef 220m off the coast at Boscombe has failed
to meet expectations. Waves are infrequent, give short rides and require
signiﬁcant skill. The structure is of geotextile bags ﬁlled with sand
and covering 1ha. The original £1,360,000 price rose to £3,030,000
although some of this was being withheld while discussions took place
with the New Zealand designers, ASR.

2013 world freestyle championships

The 2013 world freestyle championships are to be at the Nantahala
Outdoor Center in North Carolina. A new playhole is to be excavated
in the 31m3/s Nantahala River.

Dragon boat stampede

At least 450 people were killed and more than 400 injured on the
ﬁnal day of a three day dragon boat festival in Phnom Penh. Over
2,000,000 people were expected to attend the event. After a major ﬁnal
on the Tonle Sap River a concert was held on Diamond Island. Panic set
in at a suspension bridge off the island with people pushing from both
ends and crush victims in the middle. At least 50 jumped into the river,
some then trying to pull themselves out on electrical cables which came
loose and caused electrocutions. Many of the dead were teenagers. A day
of mourning was declared in Cambodia for the biggest tragedy to hit
the country since the killings of the Khmer Rouge in the 1970s.

C l as s i f i e d
Associations
Association of Canoe Trades, 85
Edgedale Rd, Shefﬁeld, S Yorks S7 2BR.
British Canoe Union, 18 Market Place,
Bingham, Notts NG13 8AP.
British Dragon Boat Racing
Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend,
Leamington Spa, Warks.
British Quadrathlon Association,
2 Highview Gardens, Jersey Farm, St
Albans, Herts AL4 9JX.

Canoe Association of Northern
Ireland, House of Sport, 2A Upper
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5LA.
Canoe-Camping Club, 64 Westbank
Rd, Birkenhead, Merseyside CH42 7JP.
Canoe Wales, Frongoch, Bala,
Gwynedd LL23 7NU.
Historic Canoe & Kayak Association,
48 Russell Way, Higham Ferrers NN10
8EJ.
International Sea Kayak Association,
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames,
Oxon OX14 4PE.
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Open Canoe Association, 12 De
Verdun Ave, Belton, Leics LE12 9TY.
Open Canoe Sailing Group, Cobwebs,
Woodhouse Lane, Heversham, Cumbria
LA7 7EW.
Paddlers International, 4 Sinodun
Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14
4PE.
Scottish Canoe Association, Caledonia
House, S Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ.
Young Explorers’ Trust, Royal
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore,
London SW7 2AR.
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Polo

Michael Clark

Simon Catterall photographs

Andrew Wilson, Mark Humphrey, Nicola Macleod and Bruce
Duncan of Team Helly Hansen Prunesco paddling their way to
victory in Stage 15 of the Wenger Patagonian Expedition Race on
the island of Tierra del Fuego in southern Chile.

Rory built his Tiki 21 in 1990; his ambition was to sail her around
the world. He achieved this, sailing her in stages to New Zealand and
then back to Europe via the Suez Canal between 1991 and 1997,
sometimes sailing alone, sometimes with a companion. He is recorded
in the Guinness Book of Records as the smallest catamaran to sail round
the world.
Cruising World magazine are, of course, excited about Rory’s
achievement in the Jester Challenge. They are based in Rhode Island
and immediately sent out photographer and reporter to record the
ﬁnish of ‘their’ 1982 prizewinning design.
After a short rest Rory sailed Cookie back to the UK. This return
voyage was the same route I sailed with two German women on my 40
ft pioneering catamaran Rongo in 1959 (the ﬁrst catamaran to cross the
north Atlantic west to east). Rory did it alone and in record time, just
22 days from Newport, Rhode Island, to Land’s End! Rory is one of
Britain’s unsung heroes.
Over the last two weeks of July I was being interviewed by a French
yachting journalist (Jean-Yves Poirier, one time Wharram French agent
and long-time friend) for an extensive biographical article in the French
yacht magazine Chasse Marée.
Going through my past life and old ﬁles, we were constantly distracted
by the many offshore voyages, single handed, couples, families, made on
Wharram catamarans. These people were/are not following a master but
are themselves masters who use my design ability to become people of
the sea.
I could not be at the start of the Jester Challenge as I had just had a
knee replacement operation. From my armchair I was quietly conﬁdent
in Rory’s planned voyage. I knew Rory knew what he was doing and
the boat would look after him, simple as that...
On August 2nd we had been checking Rory’s position on his website
and knew he was getting close to home but had some light winds after
the Lizard. At 10 o’clock we discovered Rory was about 2 hours from
Lympstone on the Exe estuary, his home port.
Within a quarter of an hour we had thrown some bedding in the car,
collected cameras and grabbed our brew up kit (forgot the matches,
though) and were driving the 100 miles along the dark empty roads of
Cornwall to Exeter.
We found the modest sailing club; up the stairs in a small room with
bar was Rory, his family, close friends and club members, about 15 in
all. He had arrived about 20 - 30 minutes before us. He had brought
Michelle, his wife, a self-baked loaf of bread (off Plymouth in the calm)
as she had complained of always hearing about the wonderful bread he
baked at sea but never tasting it herself. (‘All because the lady loves…
wholemeal bread.’ Remember the chocolate advert?)
Such is the modesty of Rory; he was happy. His two way voyage
across the Atlantic aboard his self-built 21 ft catamaran had been
successfully completed and his family and friends were around him, his
two children vowing to become ocean sailors.
Yet, at this moment of happiness, I was a little saddened. Jean-Yves
and I had in the previous weeks been discussing the rise amongst racing
sailors of sponsored ‘adrenalin junkies’ who end their ‘heroic voyages’
clasping ‘ejaculating’ champagne bottles to their midriffs with TV
cameras and large publicity crowds in attendance.
It is time self-help, self-sufﬁcient sailors like Rory should be honoured
for the hope and example they offer to would-be intrepid sailors who
can never get sponsorship.

Back then
50 years ago

* Founding editor Bill Horsman returned to the hot seat, surprised the magazine had lasted eight years.
* The Wiggle test was introduced, a standard exercise based on a single slalom gate on ﬂat water.
* Glassﬁbre slalom kayaks appeared and were to be allowed to compete against folding kayaks in Germany.
* Cambridge University Canoe Club were to run a slalom followed by a 16km river race on the same day at
Llandysul.
* In the previous eight years the national slalom champion had also been ranked top ﬁve times, four different paddlers.
* Flashy BCU canoeing pamphlets suggested not worrying about footrests.
* If football and cricket pitches are the same every time, why should slalom courses always be different?
* White Water published a standard slalom entry form.
* A race on the Bollin, running 1.5m above normal, had a portage at one bridge as there was not enough headroom
to get under.
* Every world slalom champion so far had used a Klepper.

20 years ago

* The Criminal Justice Bill threatened to make it illegal to take photographs on or make notes about private
rivers.
* Canoeists were not seen as a problem by those proposing a marine nature reserve around Skomer.
* Holme Pierrepont was being suggested for the new headquarters of the Sports Council and also for angling
organizations.
* Youth workers faced having to attend lectures on sex, drugs and racism.
* Bridge jumping in Llangollen was being discouraged as two local youngsters had been killed doing likewise.
* The NRA Wales’ Professor Ron Edwards said that access agreements in Wales could produce more water for
canoeists. NRA Chief Executive Dr John Bowman acknowledged publicly there was an access problem and
soon left under a cloud.
* A petition on Access & Water for Recreation produced by CRACK was one of the largest ones to be
presented to the European Parliament.
* David Wain was evaluating suggestions for IWAAC that the canals should be run by a national trust for
waterways, perhaps the IWA.
* Elmbridge’s clubhouse extension opening also honoured their ﬁrst world
champions, Ivan Lawler and Grayson Bourne. Doing the honours, David Wain
suggested clubs should honour their champions and Ivan replied that he would like
this to happen as often as possible.
* The ﬁrst canoe clothing in Goretex was released by Palm.
* Steve Bezuk, a Long River Canoeist Club founder member, was drowned in the Green River Gorge.
* Paul Caffyn paddled from Prince Rupert to Inuvik, including crossings of up to 80km and tides ebbing for 16km.
* The Royal Canadian Mounted Police were seeking help with identiﬁcation of
human remains from Cracroft Island, BC, thought to date from 1983 or earlier.
* Andy Goodsell led an RAF team who paddled 1,125km of the Rhine in 7 days and
23 hours.
* Duncan Winning reviewed John D Heath’s video Greenlanders in Kodiak.

10 years ago

Size A4
304 pages
61 maps
739 photographs
Soft cover
978 1 4081 0517 7

* Donald Bean had a surprise 80th birthday party on the Severn and 88 year old BDF president Oliver Cock
had his ﬁrst dragon boat ride, with Kingston Royals ladies.
* BCU federalization was put back a year because of the difﬁculty of untangling English from British affairs.
* The Royal Geographical Society ran a conference opposing excessive caution and safety.
* The DETR were to undertake a 9 month study into river access.
* The Burnmouth carpark on the Tay was blocked off by a gate.
* White Rose Canoe Club, searching for two missing schoolgirls on the Ribble, were subject to verbal abuse by
anglers.
* Playstation produced their Wild Rapids game.
* Two of the older manufacturers moved, Pyranha in Runcorn and Palm to Clevedon.
* BCU paper A812 showed that they were seeking access agreements for their members only despite their
denials.
* Tim Brabants won Britain’s ﬁrst ever Olympic sprint medal.

Has your email address changed or do
you want to be added to the mailing list
when copies of Canoeist are issued?
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
with your details.
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Based on the acclaimed canal guide
series in Canoeist, this is a comprehensive
and absorbing survey of Britain’s canal
network and provides a fascinating insight
into the linked up waterways as well as the
isolated cuts and quiet waters which may
not be navigable by larger craft.
From Tiverton Basin on the Grand
Western Canal to the Beauly Firth at the
end of the Caledonian Canal, Britain has
a unique canal network. Inﬁnitely varied,
it passes picturesque open countryside,
wild moorland, coastal harbours, historic
industrial buildings, modern city centres,
canalside public houses and abundant
wildlife. Every aspect of the canals is
examined, their construction, rich history,
stunning scenery, heritage, incredible
engineering, impressive architecture and
even their associated folkore, wildlife and
art. Enticing photographs give a ﬂavour of
each place and places of interest close to
the canals are included.
For anyone enjoying the canals for
recreation or transportation, for boaters,
walkers, bikers, holidaymakers, riders and
everyone who uses the towpaths and banks
throughout the year, this is a book to be
treasured and revisited like an old friend.

Memories to share?

1st edition April 2009,
reprinted 2010
Price £25.00

This is a beautiful book, and in an age when
we are becoming used to far more, and far
better, guides to waterways, this book has to
stand amongst the best produced... Stuart
has remained... absolutely painstaking in
his background research... the production is
beautiful and the book ﬁlls a gap for those
wanting a detailed description of the geography
and history of inland Britain. A great present
for those collectors of all things watery. - Eddie
Palmer, Scottish Paddler
This is a must for anyone interested in our
canals... this book could be your perfect
companion - Jules Hudson, Countryﬁle
‘required reading for all canal buffs... a
magnum opus’ - Yachting Life

Do any of the trips you have done deserve a larger
readership than your club newsletter alone can give? More
space? More coloured pictures? We are pleased to hear
from those who wish to share memories of their trips with
others.

‘must have been a life’s work to research...
Anyone with an interest in Britain’s canals... will
ﬁnd this an attractive and engaging addition’
- Yachting & Boating World

mail@canoeist.co.uk

‘Gives a wonderful sense of what it is like to
glide through a quiet stretch of canal... There is
also plenty of history’ - Maggie Hartford,
Oxford Times
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‘This tome... provides a fascinating insight’ Chris Cattrall, Canals & Rivers

Based on the acclaimed coastal guide
series, this is the book which has been most
often requested from Canoeist. The most
detailed boater’s guide available to the British
coast in a single volume, it is appropriate
for those making day trips as well as those
undertaking circumnavigations. Full of
sound and practical advice, it gives essential
guidance on aspects of safety and has an
exhaustive directory of useful information.
The text is fully illustrated with coloured
mapping and photographs. This is an
invaluable resource for anyone venturing out
onto Britain’s coastal waters.
Foreword by Sean Morley.
‘For anyone planning a small boat/kayak
journey, anywhere around the coastline of
Britain, I suggest this book is absolutely
essential reading.’
- Paul Caffyn, Sea Canoeist Newsletter.
'Bigre, quel pavé!... Toute la Grande
Bretagne est là, à porteé de pagaie, plus
belle qu'on aurait pu le penser.'
- Canoë Kayak.
‘makes for absorbing reading.’ - Ceufad.
'A good read for all those interested in
Britain's long and varied coastline.'
- Dave Robertson, Scottish Paddler.
Size A4
357 pages
724 photographs
63 maps
Soft cover
0 85288 906 0
1st edition June 2006
Price £19.50

