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Sitting contentedly on the edge of the 
churchyard, watching pleasure boats and sculling 

crews going up and down the water, provisions 
were opened and we had lunch, consisting of 

Cheddar cheese, plain bread and a bottle of red 
wine. We both agreed that it was one of the best 

meals we’d ever eaten, a compliment indeed from 
Harry, who works as a chef.

Lapita Voyage 58
Matt Fletcher

The voyage to donate two Polynesian 
catamarans to Pacific islanders so that they can 
retain the skills they gave to the world has been 
the culmination of James Wharram’s life’s work.



TOURING
April
4/5 L Lomond, A
5 Ayrshire Coastal Path, B/C
11/12 Solway, A
12 Ayrshire Coastal Path, B,  
 Doonfoot
18 R N Esk, OC, B
19 Ayrshire Coastal Path, B/C
26 Ayrshire Coastal Path, B/C
May
2/3 Eigg, B
9/10 L Awe, A
9/10 Luing & Seil, B
15 - 17 L Lomond, A
22 - 29 Scottish Sea Symposium, Skye
23/24 Lismore & Shuna, B
23 - 25 IWA National Campaign Festival,  
 Kiveton Park
24 Ettrick Water, OC, B
24/25 National Trailboat Festival, Moira
25/26 R Tay & L Tummel, OC, A/B
A/B/C - Proficiency/Proficiency +/Advanced. K/C - kayak/canoe. 1 - 6 
- grade.

SURFING
April
4/5 Cayton, K, Cold Water Series
May
2/3 Tynemouth, K, Cold Water Series
30/31 Mayhem, K, Scottish E Coast
W - wave skis (British Wave Ski Association). K - kayak (BCU). I - 
international. HP - high performance. O - open. BCU Yearbook £2.00 + A5 
SAE from 19 Widworthy Drive, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 9BD..

MARATHON
April
5 Spey
10 - 13 Devizes - Westminster
18/19 Waterland, Amsterdam
19 Bedford, H
19 Brigg, H
19 Chester 1, H
19 Maidstone, H
19 Ratho, H
25/26 Glasgow - Edinburgh Canal   
 Challenge
26 Anker Valley, H
26 Cam, H
26 Norwich, H
May
2/3 Worcester, H
9/10 Firenze
10 Blauwe Wimpel, Eindhoven
17 Basingstoke Canal, H
17 Grand - Dunk, H, Grandtully
17 Mid Weaver, H
17 Norwich Broadland, H
17 Royal Leamington Spa, H
17 Tamar Circuit, H
17 1066 at Tonbridge, H
23 L Lubnaig, H
23/24 Reading Circuit, H
30 Windsor, V
30/31 Nottingham, H
31 Fal, H
31 Leukaemia, H, L Tay
H - Hasler final qualifier. K2 - no Div 1 K1. K1 - no Div 1/2 K2. L - long 
course. S - short course. SK - sea kayak. SS - surf ski. Yearbook £4.50 from 
Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd, Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey 
KT12 5BX.

SLALOM
April
4 Solkan, WR
4/5 Matlock, 2/3/O

9/10 Nottingham
13 Lowport Summer Series 1
19 Strathclyde Park
21 Forth & Clyde
22 - 24 Poznan, WC 2
22 - 24 Bascov
24 L Lubnaig
29 - 31 27th Duisburg
29 - 31 Piestany
30 Linlithgow KR

MULTISPORT
May
2 Ibiza, WC
3 Deeside Triathlon
17 Vicent Yern Memorial, Ibiza,  
 MD, WC
24 N Lincs Adventure Challenge,  
 Brigg
MD - middle distance. Sp - sprint. 

SAILING
April
18/19 Start the Season, OC, Rutland  
 Water
May
9/10 Welsh Weekend, OC, Bala
23 - 30 Salty Sojourn, OC, Tayvallich
P - Premier. 2 - Secondary. IC - International Canoe. OC - open canoe.

POLO
April
4 Stratford-upon-Avon, Mids
5 Glenrothes, Sc2
11/12 Super, Madrid
11 - 13 Australian Championships,   
 Sydney
11 - 13 N Pas de Calais, St Omer
17 - 19 Indian Ocean, Réunion
18 Stratford-upon-Avon, Mids
18/19 Helmond
25/26 Niedersachsen, Göttingen
26 Glenrothes, Sc2
May
1/2 20th Wallonie, Charleroi
2 Falkirk, Sc1
3 Glenrothes, Sc3
10 Glenrothes, Sc3
16/17 Asian Championships, Hualien
23/24 Praha
24 Glenrothes, Sc3
30/31 Scottish Championships, Falkirk
30 - 1 38th Deutschland-Cup, EC 1,  
 Essen
N -  national teams. C - club teams. 1 - 5 - divisions. ID - indoors. OD - 
outdoors. Yearbook £3.00 + 50p P&P from Beverley Dancer.

LIFEGUARDING
May
9 Arafura Games
9/10 National Championships, S  
 Cerney

DRAGON BOAT RACING
April
3 - 5 Phuket Festival
4 Central Florida Festival
4 Games of Acadiana, Lafayette

11/12 Grandtully, Pan Celtic/1/2
13 Aberfeldy, 4
18/19 25th Liptons, C, Liptovsky Mikulas
18/19 Grandtully, P
18/19 Oughtibridge, 3/4
25 Solkan, C
25 N Walls, 4/O, Winchester
25/26 Canolfan Tryweryn, P
25/26 Marple, 3/4
May
2/3 Tacen, C
2/3 Bala Mill, 2/3
2/3 Holme Pierrepont
3 Yair Pool, 4
3/4 R Loddon, 3/4
8 - 10 61st Tatra, WR
9/10 Cardington, 2 - 4
9/10 Seaton Park, 3/4
16/17 Orton Mere, 3/4
16/17 Wagon Lane, 3/4
21 Lofer, C
23/24 Fairnilee, 2/3/O
23/24 Stone Town Council Cup, 3/4/O
28 - 31 European Championships, S,  
 Holme Pierrepont
WR - world ranking. A - restricted entry international. B - invitation 
international. C - unrestricted entry international. P - Premier division. 1 - 4 
divisions. Cl - club event. Yearbook £4.00 from Jim Croft, 12 Holmscroft Rd, 
Luton, Beds LU3 2TJ.

WILD WATER RACING
April
4/5 Monschau, Cl, C
14 - 19 3rd Noguera Pallaresa
18 Prudhoe, Wh
18/19 34th Bayerwald, Titling
19 Carlisle, Wh
25 Bala, A/Wh
25 Avon, B/Wh
May
2 Grandtully, Sp, A
2 Derwent Dash, B, Wh
3 Awe, A
4 Griffon, B/Wh
4 Tay
4 Nene 1, Wh
15 - 17 Soca
16 Wagon Lane, B/Wh
23 Sava
23 Trent, A/Wh
24 Danodn Lake, Wh
30 Trent Wh
WR - world ranking. A - restricted entry international. B - invitation 
international. C - unrestricted entry international. Cl - classic. Sp - sprint. 
A/B/C - Divisions. OC - open canoes. U - under 14 and under 16. Yearbook 
£3.50 + 57p A5 SAE from Sarah Wright, Church Lea, 26 Church St, 
Hemswell, Lincs DN21 5UQ.

FREESTYLE
April
4/5 Kuchl

SPRINT
April
4/5 Nottingham
11 Runcorn
25/26 Boulogne
25/26 Mantova
May
8 - 10 Racice, WC 1

18 Berlin 1/2 Marathon
16 Chattanooga Festival
23/24 Penang Festival, Teluk Bahang  
 Dam
24 - 26 3rd World Corporate &   
 Community & 2nd Breast   
 Cancer Survivor World   
 Championships, Miami
25 Madison County Chamber
25 200m Dash, Vancouver
25 Henley J
25/26 2nd Bin Lake Wuxi Y
26 St Martin’s Festival, Olympia
28 Macau
30/1 2nd Wujin, Jiangsu
30/31 Hong Kong
30 - 2 Boracay Festival
May
2 9th Houston Festival
2 5th Anniversary Tampa Bay
2 Charleston
2 Lamma Festival, Hong Kong
3 Augusta

24 Loughborough Women’s Aid
25 Martin House Hospice Challenge,  
 Leeds
27 - 29 Zhanjiang
28 Macau
28 Sun Life Stanley
28/29 1st Jialing R, Chongqing
30 Ocean - City, Cork
30 Challenge Swindon
30/31 2nd Istanbul Festival
30/31 Hong Kong Festival
30/31 My Waterloo Days
30 - 1 Maschsee
30 - 1 Shaoguan City
31 Bristol, N
31 Lunesdale Rotary

OUTRIGGER
May
15/16 European Championship,   
 Giglio Island
16/17 4th Metro-Mediterranean Cup,  
 Main

3 Liverpool, N
9 Battle in the Bay Festival,   
 Marathon
10 E Anglian Festival, Lowestoft
11 Rostock Schools O    
 Championships
16 Lure of the Dragons
16 Rainier, Tacoma
16/17 Dallas Ft Worth Festival
16/17 Rheine
16/17 Washington Festival
17 Exeter, N
17 CLIC Sargent Challenge,   
 Gloucester
22 - 24 Penang Festival, Teluk Banang  
 Dam
23 Gorge Super Sprints, Victoria
23/24 Jing Xian Cup, Xiamen
23/24 Penang
23 - 25 Zhaoging
24 Bedok Reservoir
24 Suzhou R, Shanghai
24 Singapore, Mas

Editorial
As someone who plays near water it is to be hoped that you have 

some basic ideas on safety and how to react if somebody falls in the 
water. If the victim is near enough you will reach out with a paddle, 
a branch or something else for your victim to grab without putting 
yourself in danger. You will have practised with your throwline or you 
might have a buoyant ring or torpedo buoy to throw.

Suppose, as happened in August at 
Hope Cove, a teenage girl is 150m away, 
being swept out through surf on a rip 
and the nearest lifeboat is 10km away. 
Suppose you are the coastguard and you 
have nothing... except a 15 year old 
RIB which has carried out well over 
100 rescues but does not yet have its 
inspection certificate after hull repairs, 
repairs paid for by the rescue crew as 
the Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
dithered. Would you have dared to use it 
in the circumstances or would you just 

have stood thinking what you were going to tell the coroner?
Having lost radio contact with HQ at Brixham, the volunteer 

coastguard used their initiative and went ahead with the rescue even 
though they had not got permission or the relevant piece of paper. 
Contrast it with the RNLI’s rescue in 1995 of two girls in force 7 
conditions near midnight from surf between the legs of Brighton Pier 
with one side of their RIB ripped and deflated.

At least the RNLI were highly appreciative of the efforts of the 
Brighton crew and their rescue was later re-enacted at the Royal 
Tournament. Not so the Hope Cove crew. They had their boat seized 
and locked away for at least two months where it could do no more 
damage and they were threatened with disciplinary action by the MCA 
for going to save a life without the proper paperwork.

Could this be the same MCA who produced 48 pages of new rules 
in the Inland Waters Small Passenger Boat Code in 2003 which required 
inflatable white water rafts used on the Tryweryn to carry piles of 
equipment including anchors, radar reflectors, fire buckets and liferafts 
big enough to carry all those aboard, even to have dry exit procedures 
in the event of a capsize?

Like the Lyme Bay tragedy’s search and rescue helicopter crew, life 
was saved at Hope Cove because experienced people on the spot used 
their initiative and local knowledge, disobeying instructions from senior 
management to do the right thing.

Perhaps it is time for somebody fairly senior in the MCA to go on a 
course or even to go on the water.
Stuart Fisher

Doing 
the right 
thing

Cover: James Wharram 
has had two Polynesian 
canoes built to donate 
to Pacific islanders, the 
culmination of his life’s 
work as a designer of these 
craft, so that they can 
retain the skills which their 
forebears gave to the world. 
On page 58 Matt Fletcher 
describes the journey, which 
finished at the end of 
March.

Publisher contact
Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, 
Oxon OX14 4PE
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk

Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor or publishers. 
References to waters do not necessarily imply that 
access or passage is legally permitted or that they 
are safe in all conditions. The editor and publishers 
can not be held responsible for any omissions of 
references to hazards from notes on these waters. 
They do not necessarily support advertising claims 
nor do they hold themselves responsible for 
inadequacies in items of equipment reviewed here.

Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is the magazine of Paddlers International 
and the International Sea Kayak Association. 
Enquiries to governing bodies and associations 
should be addressed to them at the addresses to be 
found on the Classified pages.
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Trips
An unusual British circumnavigation has been taking 

place in a 12 seat open canoe over 2008 - 10 with 
changes of crew. The Spirit Dancer left London in May 
and has crossings to and from Northern Ireland as part 
of the schedule. The route is scenic rather than set for 
speed and is involving adults and youth from both 
Britain and Canada. Unfortunately the Scottish section 
has been missed out after the paddlers from Canada 
failed to arrive.

Also setting out from London in May was Nigel 
Rogoff who had had a leg amputated above the knee 
following a parachuting accident at Aston Villa football 
stadium in 1998. He dislocated a shoulder off Margate, 
had to be rescued by a yacht off Land’s End and had 
a prosthetic leg break off at the ankle and roll down a 
bank. The 49 year old was raising funds for the British 
Limbless Ex-Service Men’s Association but declared it 
has harder than he had ever imagined.

Amanda Wood, Nick Johnson, Marcus Walczek and 
Richard Pavey, all 38, set up the Big River Challenge 
to raise funds for Combat Stress. They began with a 
run down the Wye before turning their attention to the 
Rejang in Malaysia and then the Mekong further east. 
As part of the project they planned to promote paddling 
and to make films to sell to newspapers, to TV and on 
the internet.

A group of paddlers have travelled from Bowling to 
Mallaig, following the 1934 route of Alastair Dunnet 
and Seamus Adam.

Neil Jordan hiked, biked and paddled a sea kayak from 
John o’Groats to Land’s End to raise funds for charity 
following the death of his wife from cancer.

Three K2 pairs are undertaking the Big 5 Kayak 
Challenge to raise £25,000 for the Muscular Help 
Foundation and raise awareness of English r iver 
access issues. They paddled round the Isle of Wight in 
September, paddled the Thames nonstop from Cricklade 
to Tilbury in February and are to cross the Channel in 
April, paddle from Cornwall to Scilly in May and paddle 
1,600km from Vancouver Island to Alaska in June.

Freya Hoffmeister, the Woman in Black, is undertaking 
a 15,000km solo circumnavigation of Australia and 
hopes to beat the 360 days of Paul Caffyn in 1981/2, 
the only other Australian circumnavigation. Her past 
solos have included Iceland and the South Island of 
New Zealand. She intends to cut straight across the 
530km Gulf of Carpentaria, sleeping in a sitting position 
while holding a partially inflated beachball and with 
some system to prevent the kayak from capsizing. ACR 
Electronics Onboard are supporting her with a 406 GPS 
Personal Locator Beacon.

The circumnavigations of New Zealand’s South 
Island last year included a solo by Babs Lindman. Baz 
Shaw and Justine Curgenven completed the circuit after 
Justine had been flown to hospital short of breath and 
with a fever, the result of an infection.

In August Nigel West and Karen Ward used an 
inflatable kayak supplied by Advanced Elements for the 
Thames Challenge. Their target was to raise funds for 
the Greenwich & Bexley Cottage Hospice where their 
father had died of prostate cancer by paddling from 
Chiswick to Greenwich in a day.

The Thames 100 Mile Non Stop Kayak Challenge 
by a team of 10 planned to paddle from Cricklade to 
Marlow to raise £20,000 for BDF Newlife. This was the 
latest of a series of charity fundraising events stretching 

back to 1987. Icom UK contributed three IC-M31s 
VHF radios to allow their escort dinghy to radio ahead 
to prepare locks during the 30 hour exercise.

Marcus Demuth of New York went for a 2,000km, 
solo, 36 day circumnavigation of Iceland. His kit 
included an ACR Aquafix personal locator beacon on 
a trip planned to support Icelandic sea and mountain 
rescue.

Heleneia Brierly’s Land & Water Disability Challenge 
involved canoeing across Hickling Broad from Hickling 
to Potter Heigham and then walking the Weavers’ Way. 
The 68 year old, who was given a life expectancy of 5 
months after cancer surgery and a heart attack 7 years 
ago, is new to canoeing. She was raising funds for the 
Nancy Oldfield Trust. She has had four operations but 
has still secured several outdoor achievements which 
leave most fit people in the shade, including the Three 
Peaks and climbing Mount Olympus.

One MP due to do some canoeing last year was 
North Norfolk’s Norman Lamb. He was visiting Barton 
Broad to see the work of the Nancy Oldfield Trust, who 
offer watersports to disabled and disadvantaged people 
at Neatishead.

In January Hayley Shepherd was to attempt the first 
solo circumnavigation of South Georgia with saving the 
albatross as a goal.

Cristian Donoso, Juan Pablo Ortega and Roger 
Rovira planned an 890km journey to the Palmer 
Archipelago to examine the affects of temperature in 
Antarctica.

Paul Caffyn and his expat British mate Conrad have 
undertaken a trip in southeast Greenland, following 
the route of the 7th journey of Gino Watkins, August 
Courtauld and Percy Lemon in 1931 at the end of the 
British Arctic Air Route Expedition. They also followed 
some of the route of Fridtjof Nansen on his first attempt 
at the Greenland icecap. Paul says he was extended 
physically and mentally at times in difficult conditions.

Lough Erne trail award
The Lough Erne canoe trail was set up in 2005 to 

run 50km from Crom to Muckross. Its popularity has 
resulted in four more trails being established in the 
last two years, the Blackwater, Lower Bann, Lough 

Neagh and Strangford Lough trails. 
The or iginal trail has taken the 
Innovation award in the Waterways 
Renaissance Awards promoted by the 
Waterways Trust and British Urban 
Regeneration Association, the first 
time one of these awards has gone to 
Northern Ireland. The assessors said 
‘The panel has no doubt that this is 
a truly innovative and inspirational 
project that has taken the simple 
idea of a canoe trail and successfully 
marketed it to promote the Lough 
Erne waterways as a whole. The 
involvement of canoeists in its design 
means the trail is both practical and 
attractive for users from around 

Ireland and beyond. It is a model that could be adapted 
and used elsewhere to encourage the use of waterways.’ 
The trail was devised by CANI with the Countryside 
Access & Activities Network for Northern Ireland.

The real reason 
for non delivery

The lock keeper at King’s Sutton lock has been 
having his post left at a shop in Adderbury. In these 
days when postmen’s walking speed is supposed to 
be monitored it is a fair guess that Royal Mail don’t 
want to have their employees enjoying the 45 minute 
round trip along the towpath of the Oxford Canal from 
Twyford Wharfe just to deliver a letter. Of more worry 
is the reported official reason, health and safety. If the 
towpath is not safe for postmen then it would not be 
safe for any member of the public, either.

Food for thought
The concepts of cardboard and concrete canoe races 

have now progressed to edible boat races. Apparently 
boats have to be fully edible, a race at Eyemouth running 
into problems as some boats would have left skins and so 
were ruled out. We are uncertain whether the boats have 
to be eaten and, if so, whether the consumption of them 
was timed as part of the race.

On a related theme, the annual pumpkin paddling 
regatta on Lake Pesaquid in North America is now a 
decade old.

Professor Orsi dies
Italian former ICF president Professor Sergio Orsi 

has died at the age of 90. One of his first events after 
being elected president was Canoe 81 in Britain where 
he immediately stamped his own style on proceedings. 
He held various ICF positions from 1958 to 1998. He 
played an important role in helping to set up the IDBF 
and EDBF, for which the dragon boaters are particularly 
appreciative.

Borrow a Mont canoe
The post office beside the Montgomery Canal at 

Maesbury is unusual in that it is new at a time when 
others are closing in droves. It has accommodation, an 
internet café and a selection of decent beers and is the 
storage point for half a dozen open canoes. These were 
given to the Friends of the Montgomery Canal by 
Welshpool Town Council for use in promoting the canal 
as part of BW’s Powys Canal Tourism project. They are 
normally available from Crowther Hall near Pool Quay 
and may be borrowed in return for a donation towards 
their upkeep. Instruction is available to users. If you 
would like to make the most of the service, call 01691 
652168 but be aware that they proved very popular last 
year.

IWAC suggest 
modern technology

An Inland Waterways Advisory Council report on 
information and communication technology makes 
a number of recommendations on using modern 
technology. These include ‘develop the ability for 
waterway users to license and re-license all UK inland 
craft on-line.’ If the post office counter which sells you a 
new car tax disc can sell you an EA angling licence but 
not an EA boat licence it might be thought that it is not 
the technology which is inadequate but the wish that 
you should be able to buy a boat licence easily.

Darwin’s jailed
The fraud case in which John Darwin, now 57, faked 

his death as a canoe drowning accident has resulted in 
a 61/

4 year jail sentence for him. His wife, 56 year old 
Anne, was given 61/

2 years. The high sentences were 
not so much for the £250,000 which the couple had 
fraudulently claimed but because the main victims 
were their own sons, who had been led to believe for 
five years that their father had been drowned and who 
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and Conrad’s trip to 

southeast Greenland.
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The Thames 100 Mile Non Stop Kayak Challenge try 
the high tech approach.
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The picture you 
never thought you 
would see, world 
sprint champion 
Nicole Reinhardt 

with an open 
canoe paddle. 

She was one of 
four leading gold 
coloured German 

competitors 
featured in the 
German pre-

Olympic edition of 
Playboy.

There is no evidence that she was 
anywhere near water at the time 
the photos were taken or there 

would have been complaints that 
she was not wearing a buoyancy 
aid, perhaps a point picked up 
in the German Canoe Youth’s 

seasonal greeting.

Argentinian 
artist 

Ermengol’s 
exhibition 
Kayart has 

been touring 
Europe. Not 
only is the 
concept 

superb but the 
pieces have 

been executed 
brilliantly.

Brushboarding was introduced at the London Boat 
Show. It consists of a bank of cylindrical brushes 

rolling in an uphill direction so that it behaves like 
a surf wave, except that the operator has to stop 
it promptly in the event of a capsize. It has been 
used with kayaks. Perhaps it is a way to clean off 

the gunge after you have stored it in the garden all 
winter.



Broads Authority photographs

gave evidence for the prosecution against their mother. 
Cleveland police described Anne Darwin, who had 
tried to pin the blame on her husband, as a compulsive 
liar. The pair might not have been caught if somebody 
had not found a photograph of them on a Panama 
property advisor’s website. So ends the biggest ever 
British canoeing news story.

Broads canoe 
trail success

Two members of the Broads Canoe Hire Network 
Association have launched camping canoe trails and 
the seven other centres are set to go live. Tony Urwin 
of Bank Dayboats at Wayford Bridge, chairman of the 
network, said there had been a huge demand for canoe 
camping. Since they tested the water last year 16 parties 
had taken canoes for two or three day expeditions. One 

party towed two canoes behind filled with rations while 
others headed for accommodation near riverside pubs 
and another had embarked on a 50km charity paddle 
from Wayford Bridge to Hickling. Canoeists can head 
for existing campsites such as at Oby and Clippesby 
Hall or camp rough at Salhouse Broad or on riverbanks 
where the permission of the landowners has already 

been sought. For a one way expedition the hirer will 
collect the canoe for a small extra fee. Canoeing on 
the Broads has proved a massive success with 250,000 
people paddling the quiet waters of the Broads since the 
network began six years ago in canoes part funded by 
the Broads Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund.

Bank Dayboats also offer guided tr ips every 
evening except Sunday. The trips have proved popular 
not just with individuals but professional clubs and 
organizations such as Rotary and Round Table. The 2 
- 3 hour expeditions either head up to the clear waters 
of the North Walsham & Dilham Canal where bigger 
boats can’t go or down to Barton Broad. They are 
accompanied by a qualified instructor who will point 
out the wildlife. Canoeists may see otters, kingfishers, 
marsh harriers, owls and may hear and even see a 
bittern.

The canoe hire network, the brainchild of the Broads 
Authority, started with six centres throughout the 
northern and southern rivers and has grown to nine. 
Two new outlets, Whispering Reeds at Hickling and 
Martham Boats, have extended the opportunity to 
canoe on the wild upper Thurne. Open canoes cost 
£30 for a day, £20 for half a day or £35 for a 24 hour 
day. Buoyancy aids and waterproof sacks are provided. 
Canoes can be hired from:
Outney Meadow Caravan Park, Bungay [01986 892338]
Waveney River Centre, Burgh St Peter [01502 677343]
Rowan Craft, Geldeston [01508 518208]

Salhouse Broad [01603 722775]
Sutton Staithe Boatyard [01692 581653]
Bank Dayboats, Wayford Bridge [01692 582457]
Barnes Brinkcraft, Riverside Rd, Wroxham [01603 
782625]
Whispering Reeds, Staithe Rd, Hickling [01692 
598314]
Martham Boats [01493 740249]
* The BA have been boasting that their 6% rise in 
licence fees is the lowest for 11 years. However, they 
make the point that they will be much bigger again 
in the future. They don’t say that before the BCU 
negotiated with them the licence fees were far lower 
and they did not pay any serious attention to canoeists 
at all. The figure has been set at this level with the hope 
of encouraging youngsters onto the water, they say.
* Norfolk Broads Yacht Club have withdrawn their 
petition against the Broads Authority Bill. They had 
been objecting to the need to licence and register 
boats on adjacent water not under BA control. Small 
unpowered craft which use only adjacent waters will 
not need to be registered with or pay a toll to the BA or 
have third party insurance. The Broads Authority Bill, if 
passed, is likely to result in the imposition of third party 
insurance on all small boats used on the Broads which 
will add considerably to the cost for most canoeists for 
negligible benefit, on top of licence fee rises far ahead of 
inflation. Countering this, the BA are running a tourism 
marketing campaign.

9
CANOEIST April 2009CANOEIST April 2009

8

Andy 
remembered

A large block of 
sandstone has been 
erected in the Castle 
Semple Centre at 
Lochwinnoch to the 
memory of Andy 
Jackson, where he 
learned to paddle in 
about 1983. The Andy 
Jackson Award for 
Contribution to Access 
& Environment is being 
administered by the 
SCA.

New Kingfisher 
perch

Kingfisher Canoe 
Club in Abingdon have 
a new clubhouse, sited 
with the Army Rowing 
Club. When formed 
in 1974 they shared 
the Sea Scout hut. The 
opening was performed 
by founder member 
Tony Wilkins.

WCA name 
change

The Welsh Canoeing 
Association have 
changed their name. 
They are now known as 
Canoe Wales or Canw 
Cymru.

HCKA want 
more paddling

The Historic Canoe 
& Kayak Association 
heard a call at their 
AGM for more paddling 
meetings, preferably not 
in the autumn. The John 
Pearton memorial run is 
to be annual, this year 
on Jul 11th in the Nene.

Canoes at war
The National 

Maritime Museum 
Cornwall are running 
an exhibition until 
Apr 26th to show the 
use of military canoes 
during the 2nd World 
War. Most notable 
of these was the raid 
on Bordeaux to sink 
German ships.

Lora online
Tony Hammock 

reports that the Falls 
of Lora website 
has been updated 
with information, 
illustrations and film 
for both sea kayak 
and playboat users. In 
particular, it gives dates 
and times of tidal flows 
with optimum paddling 
conditions. [www.
fallsoflora.info]

Thieves shoot 
dragon

Thieves who tried 
to shoot their way into 
a garage in Florida 
were unsuccessful in 
gaining entry. However, 
their bullets ruined an 
uninsured new dragon 
boat inside.

Boscombe reef 
started

A start has been 
made on constructing 
Europe’s first artificial 
surfing reef, located 
off Boscombe. A ramp 
of sand filled bags is 
being installed by New 
Zealand consultants. 
However, progress 
has been slower than 
expected because of 
poor summer weather 
and work has been 
stopped until April 
instead of seeing 
completion last autumn.

Drew Manzie
Drew Manzie has 

died after a short illness. 
Primarily a marathon 
and touring paddler, 
noted for his work at 
Strathclyde University, 
he was also involved 
in many aspects of 
canoeing and also of a 
range of other sports, 
not least rugby. He had 
been vice president of 
the SCA.

Olympic medallists David Florence and Tim 
Brabants display their Beijing medals on 

the Calshot stand at the PSP Southampton 
Boat Show, they show how they didn’t 

win them in the H
2
O Zone pool and 

David signs autographs for his fans. Tim 
has also been working with the BMF 

to put in an appearance at the Labour 
Party Conference (where David Miliband 

followed up issues first taken up with 
him by Paddlers International in Dover 

(Jun, p16)). He has given evidence to the 
Culture Media & Sport Select Committee 

as a witness, along with Boris Johnson and 
his advisor on 2012, the chief executive of 
the London Development Agency and the 
chairman and chief executive of the BOA.

Youngsters enjoy a pool 
session at the London Boat 
Show. Land Rover was the 
official car partner of the 

show so it was encouraging 
to see they had a suitable 

load on top.



Maryhill lock flight and the Kelvin aqueduct, proposed site for Urban Etive.

Urban Etive and more
Glasgow City Council are proposing some major new 

canoeing facilities to the north of the city, in particular 
Urban Etive at Maryhill. The idea would be to provide 
Etive standard water beside the Forth & Clyde Canal, a 
£6,000,000 project heading up a paddling centre and 
then a major sports and leisure centre in a neglected part 
of the city. There would be no pumping as water would 
be drawn from the canal at the top of the Maryhill lock 
flight. The picture of the Kelvin Aqueduct shows that 
there is plenty of head available from canal level to the 
level of the River Kelvin, even at the foot of the flight.

Of more concern is the amount of water available, 
especially as the number of powered craft using the 
locks increases. Perhaps use would need to be seasonal 
with plenty of water in the winter but use reduced 
in the summer when canal users need the water. BW 
have welcomed the idea of attracting canoeists into 
the area and there have been positive responses from 
Historic Scotland, colleges, the police and Strathclyde 
Fire Service, who can see its potential for training.

In addition, it has been proposed to lay out polo 
pitches 2km away at Port Dundas on the Glasgow arm 
of the canal, to be accompanied by a café, gymnasium 
and other leisure facilities. The driving force for these 
developments have been the city council themselves, 
rather than the SCA. They see the potential for engaging 
young people in a rundown area of the city and have 
not been slow in linking David Florence’s achievements 

with their proposals and noting that there are 2,000,000 
British canoeists.

Between the two venues is Stockingfield Junction, 
where towpath users on the main line have to follow a 
poorly defined route under an aqueduct. It is proposed 
to spend £4,000,000 on a footbridge with a 30m steel 
Bigman sculpture, about the same height as the Statue 
of Liberty.

Andy Watt’s proposal for an artificial slalom course at 
the southeast end of the city is effectively mothballed 
and Andy does not anticipate action on it in the 
foreseeable future. With all Britain’s Olympic slalom 
activity being of Scots origin, Scottish slalomists seem to 
be managing perfectly well without it.

Leave no trace
The SCA have produced codes on wild camping and 

on human sanitation outdoors. With greater freedom to 
use Scotland’s wild places, it is important that users are 
equally responsible about how they behave.

Myles Farnbank, canoeist and senior guide with 
Wilderness Scotland, has led a number of courses on 
leave no trace techniques for outdoor instructors. About 
150 were expected to benefit from the sessions, which 
began at Glenmore Lodge and then followed around 
the country. The sessions were organized by SNH to 

promote the responsible access ethos of the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code, particularly with respect to wild 
camping. Issues covered included fires, human toilet 
waste, planning and preparation, travelling and camping 
on durable surfaces, leaving what is found, respecting 
wildlife and consideration for hosts and other visitors.

Shaun in the news again
Shaun Baker has had a busy time again with 

a reception at No 10 in his role as an ambassador 
for the Special Olympics, features in the Daily Mail, 
Sunday Times, Channel 5 evening news and supplying 
material for the Discovery Channel in Hollywood on 
extreme waterfalls and his jet kayak. He did interviews 
for newspapers and online media from Wales to Croatia, 
had newspapers present as he re-established rights of 
way on some Berkshire rivers, weirs and dams and still 
had time to coach for Brunel University, as he has done 
for two decades, and get in some recreational paddling 
on Thames weirs. A Times Online article tells of how 
he is considering Niagara Falls and other major drops 
by using the jet to get sufficient horizontal speed to 
fly clear over the problems at the bottom. A slightly 
different approach was taken by Pick Me Up, who 
interviewed Lorri Depreli, his sister, about the stresses 
placed on the rest of the family. Paddle sport 

federation established
In November a meeting took place in Bristol between 

the IDBF, International Va’a Federation (outrigger 
racing) and International Rafting Federation on ways of 
co-operating, to establish an Association of International 
Paddle Sports Federations to present a united front to 
such bodies as the General Association of International 
Sports Federations and the IOC. Topics of mutual 
interest include coaching, sports tourism, publications, 
websites, sponsorship agreements and a World Paddle 
Sports Games, which sounds well on the way to the 
Water Olympics we have suggested on occasions. Not 
surprisingly, the over-riding principle is that no body 
should involve itself in the interests of another unless 
invited to do so. Other bodies such as the World Wave 
Ski Association and surf lifesaving have also expressed 
interest but the ICF claim that they already represent all 
other paddling sports.
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Protecting 
children at 
events

All BCU events are 
now to have a named 
child welfare officer 
present. As far as I am 
aware, child protection 
issues at canoeing 
events in recent years 
have related to officials 
and have been reported 
by adults present 
keeping their eyes open 
without the presence 
of a named officer. The 
concerns have been 
over what has or has 
not happened after the 
authorities have been 
informed.

Windermere 
weekend

A watersports 
weekend is to take 
place on Windermere 
from Jun 20th with 
Windermere Canoe 
Kayak a sponsor. 
There will be an 
adventure race the 
length of the lake and 
up the local hills on 
the Saturday and a 
straightforward race 
without the excursions 
on Sunday. There will 
be a barbecue, camping 
and hands on demo by 
manufacturers Pyranha. 
[015394 44451]

World record 
falls

Paul Gamache has 
set a new world height 
record of 35m. His 
big drop was in British 
Columbia.
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A 13 year old girl photographed a revised display at 
the National Waterways Museum Gloucester Docks 
and subsequently found she had pictured more than 
meets the eye. In the bottom right corner is a ghostly 

arm, part of a body. The local Parasoc were called 
in and photographed a number of orbs, ghostly 

light anomalies, around the barrels but nothing as 
dramatic as the schoolgirl’s picture.

Huw Irranca-Davies, MP for Ogmore, is the new 
Minister for the Natural & Marine Environment, 
Wildlife & Rural Affairs. He must have spent his 
first day learning his two dozen job titles, which 
range from the marine environment, coastal and 

wider access, countryside and rights of way, inland 
waterways and BW through to sponsorship for 

Kew Gardens. His history includes working for local 
authorities in leisure management. His predecessor, 
Jonathan Shaw, has gone to the Dept for Work & 

Pensions after making the Marine Bill his major piece 
of legislation.

Tying the knot
Former IWA chairman 

John Fletcher has 
remarried a couple of 
years after the death of 
his first wife. He didn’t 
stand a chance. Kate 
Nicholls, his new wife, 
is a boat festival director 
and horse boater but, 
more importantly, an 
active member of the 
Guild of Knot Tyers.

Darwin Beer 
Can Regatta

It’s that name again. 
What do Aussies do 
with all their empty 
beer tinnies? They take 
them to Mindil beach 
for Darwin Beer Can 
Regatta and build them 
into floating yachts, 
vehicles and the like, 
seriously full size jobs, 
a bit like building ships 
out of matchsticks 
but with needing to 
have them float. Don’t 
even think what they 
have to do with them 
afterwards. You thought 
that disposing of soggy 
cardboard was a 
problem.

Caledonian 
is top

European boat hirers 
Le Boat held a customer 
survey to find the best 
canal last year. Of 
over 40 venues from 
Berlin to Venice, the 
Caledonian Canal was 
found to offer the best 
holiday experience. 
Many canoeists would 
agree with that.

Myles Fernbank demonstrates leave no trace camping.
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From a 1947 issue of Popular Mechanics.

Here’s one we 
made earlier

A wartime invention, the Motorized Submersible 
Canoe was 3.86m long. It had a range of up to 74km 
at 6.5km/h with the canoeist strapped in for 10 or 
more hours. It was dropped off by a larger submarine or 
surface craft for overnight attacks on shipping.
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101 uses for a dead canoe: runabout.

On the day 
that I was born

You can buy a facsimile of the paper with the news 
on the day that you were born and a DVD for the 
month but do you know what was happening in the 
canoeing world? George A Robe of Montclair, New 
Jersey, set out on a trip on the August Monday afternoon 
of my first day. ‘Mr. Robe started down the Hudson 
River at the outlet of Sanford Lake in Geola I, his 15-ft. 
cedar Old Town canoe. “While its original weight was 
only about 60 lbs.,” he remarks, “it had been damaged 
and repaired so many times that the weight had gone up 
to 96 lbs.”

“Not knowing how the going would be and 
expecting many shallows and portages, I left my sleeping 
bag, blanket and supplies in the car, planning to come 
back on foot for the night. Arriving at the outlet of the 
Opalescent River, I found it to be so beautifully clear 
with a white sandy bottom, that I decided to pole up 
it as far as I could go. Dusk was coming on before we 
(i.e. canoe plus pilot) arrived at the bottom of the long 
cascade over rocks, where we turned around and started 
down again. Darkness came on so we had to stop for 
the night. Selecting a high sand embankment, I dug 
holes with my paddle for Geola’s bow and stern to nestle 
down in. Evergreen boughs were my bed. Putting on 
all the clothes I had with me, I pulled my dufflebag up 
over my legs, and Geola down over me, so that both her 
gunwales were flat on the ground.

“The first part of the night was comfortable. Then 
the cold penetrated and I almost froze.”’ His week’s 
trip included a swim which broke both gunwales badly 
and injured his hand and he went without food for a 
couple of days after losing some of his kit. The story was 
revealed in the Canoeable Waterways of New York State & 

Vicinity by Lawrence I Grinnell. Nearer home, Henley 
was up to its neck in Olympics. Did anything interesting 
happen on the water on the day you were born? Let us 
know.

Canoeing bucks trend
The BMF’s annual survey of watersports shows a drop 

from 7.8% in 2007 to 6.2% last year for involvement 
in watersports by those surveyed. Most of the fall came 
from those walking or otherwise spending time by 
the sea or swimming in it, probably an effect of last 
year’s miserable weather. Canoeing figures were stable. 
2.7% of households own at least one boat, suggesting 
1,000,000 boats including canoes. Female participation 
is gradually increasing, as is involvement of over 35s 
although less younger people are taking part. The overall 
participation in boating activities is put at 3,200,000. 
The British canoe trade feel that business is positive, 
as tends to happen during recessions, and the same has 
been reported from the USA.

Atlantic crossing
Our erstwhile prolific dragon boat correspondent, 

Rachel Smith, and colleague Lin Griesel have won 
the women’s pairs class in a transatlantic rowing race. 
After the first hour they were out of contact with 
everybody else for most of the 77 day crossing although 
they did have to undertake some complex mechanical 
engineering while receiving instruction by mobile 
phone. They alternated, two hours on, two off. At times 
they were so tired that they fell asleep while rowing. The 
biggest problems they found on returning to land were 
the noise, the speed, the 30p/l rise in the cost of petrol 
and having to wear clothes in public. Rachel has since 
spent a lot of time giving motivational talks to groups 
of disaffected youth, work which currently holds more 
positive results than her banking job.

Attempt to reverse 
Florida court decision

An attempt is being made in Florida to correct a 
Supreme Court ruling on youth activities. Frank Woll 
of Florida Bay Outfitters explains that a parent signed a 
parental waiver for kids to ride a 4 wheeler in Florida. 
The kids died in a subsequent accident. There was no 
fault or negligence on behalf of the rental operation. 
In Florida the waiver normally stands up in court 
but a judge decided otherwise. Since this decision the 
insurance companies have been greatly concerned. 
It has already affected big attractions in Florida to 
some degree. Gatorland have taken steps to eliminate 
kids under 18 from some of their activities. Other 
major attractions like Disney are out to fight this. If 
parents don’t have the right to sign for their children it 
could affect all activities, even the bus companies who 
transport children to state attractions. Insurance was 

already a problem in this state for businesses like ours. 
I’m not a big fan of insurance companies and wish I 
could do without but, unfortunately, I would not be able 
to operate since I am required to have insurance just to 
be on the premises, to operate in the Everglades and for 
all the school groups and such. With the big attractions 
behind this I’m not so worried but I’ve been having 
issues obtaining even workers’ comprehensive insurance. 
Many of our customers who bring minors to us would 
also be affected. It is a nice chunk of our business and, 
honestly, our favorite part. If there is negligence on 
behalf of a tour operator that’s a different issue and 
should be treated as such. Signing a waiver is saying you 
are taking responsibility for your own actions. If you 
rent a kayak and do something beyond your capability 
(running a waterfall, for instance), get run over by a 
power boater, get swallowed by a shark or a plane falls 
out of the sky it should not be the responsibility of the 
renter. The waiver is there to remind or alert that person 
that there are risks in the activity. This is about being 
able to decide whether or not you want your children 
to participate in an event or attraction as they are 
minors and the law won’t let them sign for themselves. 
If your signature and responsibility don’t matter then the 
insurance companies will begin to pull out of the state, 
just as they did for other insurance. Every accident, no 
matter what, would mean a lawsuit. Florida’s economy is 
based on tourism and attractions.

As a parent I would probably not allow my kids 
(depending on age) to operate a motor vehicle like a 
quad runner. Recently I had a family with young kids 
looking to go parasailing. The winds are blowing force 
5 - 6. I doubt the parasail company would have taken 
them but some people just lack common sense and if 
you tell them that they will probably threaten to sue 
you. How about signing papers when you have to take 
your kids to the hospital? I wonder how that would be 
affected. There is a lot to think about in this matter but 
I would definitely like to be able to make decisions for 
my kids so they can continue to participate or not.

In my opinion if we could do away with all the 
insurance companies and lawyers we wouldn’t have as 
many problems. I think people would be more cautious 
and take responsibility for their own actions. Believe 
it or not, I have had some attorneys and judges as 
customers who have come to my shop and flatly refused 
to sign the waiver and these are the folk who created 
them. Not only that but they became downright rude 
when I told them they didn’t get to go. They always 
ended up signing but threatened to sue me before they 
even paid for the rental or trip. It seems to be all about 
money (and ignorance), not responsibility.

Tangled in the web
It was recently suggested that the internet is now 

the way to report news for canoeing. Certainly, anyone 
can express opinions very quickly, not least those 
unfamiliar with libel law. What is not happening is these 
correspondents collecting information on which to base 
their opinions. No longer supported by trade advertising, 
I now attend less competitions and events than before 
but still am usually the only representative of canoeing 
when I do. In other words, canoeing is getting less 
representation and events are getting less independent 
coverage. I have only seen a canoeing magazine on sale 
in a newsagent’s shop once in the last four years and it 
is suggested that other titles may have folded recently. 
Other sports continue to get full exposure.

Decent reception
Do you get fed up with electronic telephone 

receptions where you have to listen carefully to the 
following options, press buttons, listen to music, do the 
same again, do it again and eventually end up with the 
list of options with which you started? I’ve just had the 

antidote while ringing the River & Rowing Museum in 
Henley. On hearing the word ‘Canoeist’ the receptionist 
immediately launched with great enthusiasm into a 
description of a trip she had just done down St Patrick’s 
Stream and the Hennerton Backwaters in a hundred 
year old canoe with the Thames Traditional Boat Society. 
I feel quite human again!

Ammons lectures 
for children

Doug Ammons has been covering the country with 
a lecture tour, scheduled by Peter Knowles. The slide 
show has related to the Grand Canyon of the Stikine, 
his ultimate river, including the only solo descent. He 
described the Stikine as the canoeist’s Everest, adding 
that one person able to make the comparison is Gerry 
Moffat, who has done both. While big mountains are 
ever more exposed with ever smaller handholds, big 
rivers are ever more secret and hidden in the ground 
with ever bigger water to grasp. Proceeds from the 
lectures and from sales of his book, The Laugh of the 
Water Nymph (Apr 05, p32), are going to support the 
education of children in two schools in Nepal.
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Clamp if 
required

With theft on the 
increase, Zurich 
suggest that you check 
the wording of your 
insurance policy if you 
use a canoe trailer or 
caravan. See whether it 
requires a wheel clamp. 
If it does and you don’t 
fit one you are unlikely 
to be covered.

Not over the hill
The red Ford Sierra 

estate which we used to 
run the magazine ended 
up being given away 
to a local car dealer 
in 2002, not owing 
us anything. Thus, 
we were pleasantly 
surprised to learn that 
the engine, gearbox and 
transmission were used 
in a car which won a 
French hillclimb last 
month. They don’t build 
them like that anymore.

Lifeboat figures
The RNLI launched 

8,182 times in 2008, 
rescuing 7,533 people. 
Once again, the 
busiest coastal station 
was Poole with 156 
launches and the 
busiest overall was 
Tower on the Thames 
with 403 launches.

... No hair boaters...

The ICF have a new logo, this time with the 
accompanying words only in English. It would have 
been interesting to hear what the French had to say 

about this during discussions.

Doug Ammons signs books at his penultimate British lecture venue, the 
Wokingham Waterside Centre in Reading.

Darwin Award
Allan Bennett 

has proposed the 
establishment of a 
Darwin Award ‘for the 
most outrageous liars 
in canoesport’. He 
cites a few high profile 
candidates from within 
canoeing.

UP THE CREEK
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Sandy Buttle
Sandy Buttle died at the beginning of February after a period of 

illness.
Originally he was from Norfolk and began paddling with Norwich 

Sea Scouts. He remained as a figurehead in the Scouts even long after 
the age of 65 at which he should have retired.

During the war his motor torpedo boat was sunk and he spent three 
years as a prisoner of war before receiving the DSM.

On return, he did a youth leadership course at Swansea University 
and never went home, moving to Pembroke Dock for the rest of his 
life. In 1981 he received the MBE for his youth work.

The Buttles never had children of their own but they always seemed 
to end up with plenty belonging to other people.

The Scouts built kayaks when other options were not open to 
them. They went to Llandysul in the days before most people were 
considering white water but Sandy’s great love was the Pembrokeshire 
coast and its islands, the caves and the overfalls.

He was deeply involved with federalization and the setting up of the 
WCA. He was chairman of the WCA for most of the first 16 years or 
so of its existence, during which time he showed how it was possible 
to be at the top without being pushy. Sandy was always the complete 
gentleman with a genial smile and a soft word which endeared him to 
everyone. His interest was more in the general paddler than the serious 
competitor, in particular younger paddlers and the Scout movement.

Sandy was such an unassuming fellow that it would probably surprise 
many people just how much he did do to make canoeing in Wales 
successful.
Stuart Fisher

Dave Higson
1958 - 2009

There is sport for the disabled and there are the disabled who take 
part in sport. Dave, who died of heart attack while going for a walk on 
2nd January, was one of the latter. He played mainstream sport to the 
full, usually with no concessions, and he played it hard, achieving more 
than many of us without his disadvantages.

He was one of the last of the polio generation, having a withered 
right leg from about 6 months old. For nearly a decade he had fixed 
callipers before it was decided he was sufficiently responsible to handle 
a bending calliper. (Those who knew Dave in recent decades may 
wonder what he was like in his irresponsible days.)

Sport in his teenage years mostly involved goalkeeping and diving 
to stop the ball in football and lacrosse. In cricket he fielded in the slips 
but was allowed to have a runner when batting, enabling high scores 
to be obtained as the runner would set off as the ball left the bowler’s 
hand, runner and ball passing somewhere down the pitch.

At 13 he met canoeing and quickly became a top division slalomist 
with Manchester Canoe Club. The leg irons would not have helped 
swimming so he used crutches for pogoing, seagull impersonations and 
even walking, wearing sets out faster than the NHS could replace them.

From being in the top twenty in British slalom he extended his 
interests to polo, where he was known as a formidable opponent, 
no half measures, playing in France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, 
Hungary, Austria and Germany as well as in the home countries.

He became more mobile with an automatic car, in which all the 
pedals had to be operated by his left foot, demolishing a wall while 
driving cross legged on the fourth day and almost getting double points 
for a little old lady picking roses on the other side.

Lack of mobility did not prevent him from taking part in white 
water descents around the globe, including the Çoruh, Sun Kosi, Tamur, 
Karnali, Marsyandi, Seti, Trisuli, Snowy, Grand Canyon, Colca Canyon 
and trips to Morocco and Georgia amongst others.

He said of the Çoruh it was ‘in essence, the same basic planning 
required for a trip to the Dee with two exceptions, passports and the 
ability to order beer in at least seven languages.’

White Water Magazine marked the International Year of Disabled 
People in 1981 with a series entitled The Disabled Canoeist, to which 
Dave contributed the first article. When we relaunched as Canoeist he 
was there again in the first issue with an article on the Çoruh under 
what was probably the largest headline we ever used (although that 
was probably mostly to make the point that we knew how to spell 
it). Revisiting his articles on the Çoruh and Georgia, it is noticeable 
how often alcohol and the Dee are mentioned but there is never any 
reference to disability.

Dave was as well known for his exploits off the water as on, beginning 
with drinking sessions where he forgot to lock his calliper joints. 
Canoeing will be a quieter place without Dave, once laughter in 
darkened corners of bars subsides after numerous exploits of one of 
canoeing’s great characters have been recalled.
Stuart Fisher with assistance from Peter King
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Bob Ottley
1943 - 2008

After a long illness, bravely fought, Bob Ottley died at home on 31st 
May 2008. He was 65 years old. He was cremated at Taunton Deane 
Crematorium on 9th June. 160 family, friends and canoeing colleagues 
attended. There was standing room only for many. The event was a 
celebration of Bob’s life. £1,000 was contributed to St Margaret’s 
Hospice, Yeovil, which provided care for Bob in the hospice and at 
home throughout his last illness.

Bob was born in the Black Country and moved first to Birmingham 
to become a Brummie and then to Somerset but there was never any 
doubt of his origins. He was always very fit and a great cyclist, camping 
in Wales with all his kit on his bike, excellent preparation for his later 
canoeing expeditions. True to his roots, he was apprenticed and became 
a craftsman machine operator for much of his life in the helicopter 
industry. His skills and experience were such that he was sent to France 
to discover why a very expensive piece of machinery was not reaching 
the demanding tolerances of the industry. Finding that even he could 
not achieve the necessary result they took his advice, dug an enormous 
hole and filled it with concrete as a base for the machine, problem 
solved. Later he was approached by the Boeing Aircraft Company but 
felt that he was perhaps too old to move from his home and widespread 
family. Bob was a great canoeist and a gifted and patient teacher. At his 
funeral a member of the Axe Vale Canoe Club told of a little girl who 
was absolutely terrified of the water. She was put into Bob’s care and 
after the event the 6 year old wrote ‘The thing I enjoyed the most was 
making all the boats capsize at the end. Everything was fun and I am 
very glad that I went.’

Bob was presented with the Services to Canoeing Award by Albert 
Woods, president of the British Canoe Union, for over 40 years’ 
contribution to developing and promoting the sport. It was the first 
award of its kind to be made to a member of the British Canoe Union 
in the United Kingdom. He was a long time member of the Axe Vale 
Canoe Club and introduced over 1,200 primary school children in 
the area to the sport of canoeing. A committee member of the BCU’s 
South West Region and the nationwide Open Canoe Association, he 
ran a programme of events in the southwest including the Introduction 
to White Water weekends on the River Dart and the enormously 
popular Open Canoe Open Water gathering at Axmouth where a 
growing happy band of dedicated friends enjoyed his good humour and 
fellowship and each other’s company. Bob was only known to swear on 
one occasion and that was when a swan which had been threatening 
him on the river also ended up in his canoe!

His response to being seriously ill with cancer in 1997 was to paddle 
from Birmingham to Taunton in the following year, finding friends 

throughout his route to support him. His journey raised £4,000 for 
Musgrove Park Hospital’s X ray department. Thanks to the strength 
and care of his wife, Val, he continued with a fully active life, mainly 
concerned with helping other people, until the final year.

He missed two important events. One was a trip on the River Dart 
estuary which originally was to give him an opportunity to paddle but 
was instead the first of many memorial paddles. There were nearly 40 
paddlers on the water, most in two large Voyageur canoes and the others 
in their own solo or tandem boats. Again, it was a celebration.

The other, far more important, was the birth of his second grandchild, 
Amy, born three days after his cremation.

One of the happy band wrote
I imagine
As I prepare for another paddle stroke
That here,
Right here,
Was somewhere Bob would have been.
And,
As my recovering paddle blade bleeds water back to the river
Together with a gentle breeze that ruffles the water,
There,
Just for a moment,
Just for a little space in time, 
- and right now,
There he is,
Paddling beside me.

Richard Scullard



Will highly protected 
Welsh marine reserves 

affect you?
Recreational interests are still not being properly 

represented at discussions on implementing Highly 
Protected Marine Reserves which have the potential 
to be restr ictive to those who use the sea. Kirsty 
Lindenbaum led a symposium in Bangor on November 
19th on Coastal Mapping for Integrated Management 
to look at zoning the Menai Strait, Conwy Bay and 
Anglesey. Only the ISKA represented recreation, 
together with people who happened to have diving and 
sailing as personal interests. Other recreational users will 
have to hope that environmentalists will look after their 
needs.

Local stakeholders will be consulted, which may be 
of little consolation to the Birmingham Navy and other 
users from outside the area. Restrictions may include 
the sometimes extensive intertidal zone and 20km out 
to sea.

Much use will be made of modern technology. It 
was suggested that a website could include multilayer 
information including detailed marine charts, terrestrial 
maps, maps showing the location of each species, access 
and launching points, footpaths, where to eat and drink 
and far more. It will be a one stop shop for information, 
even if nobody had given any thought to the legal 
implications of failing to keep charts updated. As well 
as showing the restricted zones, it could help event 
organizers with their planning. The information should 
also flag up on the satnav systems (sic) which most boats 
are now assumed to carry, telling them when they are 
about to enter a forbidden zone.

Consultation on zoning will be via the website 
although it is unclear how users will learn of its 
existence. Most canal users are still unaware of the 
Waterscape website, for example, despite the fortune 
spent on it. Amazingly, the organizers in north Wales 
did not know if there are comparable websites for other 
parts of the British coast.

Feedback from another area of Wales came from 
Tom Luddington, who talked of his work for the 
Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum. This involves direct 
contact with many outdoor interests, is not an 
environmental organization as such, produces fact sheets 
on the voluntary Pembrokeshire Marine Code for 
instructors and users and suggests preferred locations 
for activities rather than imposing banned zones. 
Pembrokeshire has seen a 6% increase in watersports in 
the last year with a sharp increase in sit on top kayaks.

Tom had been only partially successful in rerouting 
the Round Britain Powerboat Race away from wildlife 
areas and had failed to impose a speed limit for the 
race over part of the route. His presentation raised the 
question that if seals or seabirds vacate land to come out 
to inspect a boat does that constitute disturbance?

Elsewhere, environmentalists have been known to 
take inspired guesses at what conditions their chosen 
species would like and then extrapolate this to suggest 
what they might like better if changes were made. This 
may included getting cleaner conditions which may 
be better for people but less advantageous to wildlife. 
The Sandford Principle of erring in favour of assumed 
wildlife preferences gives environmentalists tremendous 

power to disrupt other legitimate interests, including 
tourism and recreation.

Canal maintenance 
will be top priority

Charlotte Atkins’ Adjournment Debate on the future 
restoration of the inland waterways drew the largest 
attendance for some time, not just on canals but on any 
topic at Westminster. Cross party support heard 18 MPs 
speak and discuss as many schemes across the country.

The central issue is funding shortfall. There is not 
enough cash for maintaining the existing network and 
undertaking restoration work on further sections of 
canal. Government funding peaked in 2004 and British 
Waterways are now retrenching, notably having pulled 
out of the Cotswold Canals restoration partnership 
without consultation when faced with the repair costs 
of a major breach on the Monmouth & Brecon Canal. 
David Drew was keen that BW should not be allowed 
to sell their stake in Brimscombe Port, at the heart of 
the project. BW’s action is having an adverse effect on 
funding, confidence and volunteers, who are a vital part 
of canal restoration.

While only 3% of visitors are boat users, they are an 
essential part of this unique network which provides 
facilities for so many other users, walkers, cyclists, 
anglers, wildlife and canalside businesses. Yet boats are 
facing increasing problems. Recently there has been 
a dramatic drop in boater satisfaction. Angler Mike 
Penning said there is only half a metre of water over the 
silt in the Grand Union Canal at Hemel Hempstead but 
he has seen no dredging over a period of years.

The canals have implications for drainage and 
flooding, where they can be a valuable tool. Yet the 
Environment Agency say dredging is not the answer, 
complained Alistair Burt. Scouring does not work on 
rivers in East Anglia, with their slow flows. The EA must 
be made to change their policy and listen to advice. A 
report on the 2003 floods in Bedfordshire has been put 
back repeatedly and he wanted to know when it would 
be made public.

David Heyes, talking of the Hollinwood restoration 
work in Manchester, drew attention to the need to 
preserve lines. Local authorities need to consult on plans 
with guidance mandatory and a requirement to tighten 
up on planning law.

Several restoration schemes were discussed. These 
will pay for themselves many times over in social 
benefits, work creation and increasing property values 
but there will be no financial benefit to BW, who will 
only acquire further maintenance responsibilities they 
cannot afford and will have little chance to develop new 
businesses alongside. The credit crunch is even reducing 
the value of any major city centre sites they may wish to 
sell to raise funds.

The Minister was encouraged to look outside 
DEFRA for funding. The benefits of the canals spill over 
to health, education, culture, sport, transport, tourism 
and the economy. They are levers for recovery. The 
Government need to draw support from the relevant 
ministries. They will miss the canals at their peril. A 
joined up solution is needed, even if other ministries 
are struggling with current financial difficulties without 
additional payment for canals. It was suggested that if 
any job creation schemes are planned, canals will be an 

And I quote...
... ‘Our problem is 

not that we are running 
out of water. It is one of 
mismanagement.’ This 
prominent quote was 
in the Aug - Oct issue 
of Your Environment, 
published by the EA 
themselves.

Roy boulder
A large boulder has 

fallen into Heidbanger 
rapid at the top of the 
Roy gorge. Most people 
would already have 
been portaging it but 
it is now extremely 
dangerous at lower 
levels although there 
may still be a route 
through at high level for 
those who insist.

Scottish access 
confrontations

There was a marked 
increase in the number 
of access confrontations 
in Scotland last 
summer with violence 
threatened or actually 
taking place, including 
a hook and line being 
cast into a paddler’s 
leg. A common 
theme seemed to be 
an individual angler 
unaware of modern 
Scottish law while 
anglers around him 
remained friendly.

Lyon parking
New parking has 

been set up at the lower 
end of Glen Lyon where 
many paddlers take out. 
There is also a gauge at 
this point so that you 
can check whether to 
go any further up the 
glen.

Don’t disturb 
the birds

An environmentalist 
has told ISKA that 
paddlers have disturbed 
birds on the islands 
near the Menai Bridge. 
She asks that care 
should be taken not 
to cause disturbance 
during the breeding 
season.

Oldest canoe club ready for the future
In October the new buildings of the Royal Canoe Club were opened by Lord 

Moynihan, himself no stranger to rowing, which is part of the activity of the club, 
together with dragon boat racing and outrigger racing. The design brief for the 
replacement buildings for the world’s oldest canoe club was very strict, to keep to 
the original footprint and not exceed the original height but the EA required clear 
passage to water at ground level. The latter has been achieved but results in silt having 
to be cleared from the boat storage area after every flood. Water which was previously 
deflected by the club’s building now strikes the properties of other residents of 
Trowlock Island. The architects have moved the entrance to the back of the building 
to a previous gap between two buildings, making excellent use of the permitted site. 
The facade is little changed with one significant exception. Beyond it there is no 
longer a bar but a gymnasium. The Royal Canoe Club now presents a different image 
to the world. Indeed, the bar is now only in the building on the mainland, meaning 
that nobody has to operate the chain ferry after a social session. The new building 
on the island contains two gymnasia and changing facilities. The Wells Room, in the 
former bar location, is named after Peter Wells, still a very active force within the club. 
The weights room is the Paul Gilbert room, named after the paddler drowned on a 
Thames anti scour weir while training for the DW Race, funded by the Peacock Trust. 
A useful bonus has been £25,000 - 30,000 of equipment provided in recognition of 
Tim Brabants’ medals in Beijing. If you can show that you can achieve results without 
support then that support will be forthcoming.

An obligatory part of any new building is disabled access. There is a lift by the front 
door. In the first six months it has not been used. There is also a disabled toilet the 
size of a modest bedroom, which has been more useful as a staff changing room when 
schoolkids are using the male and female changing areas.

Membership of the club is £150/year plus an extra £20 for canoeing. A very 
sophisticated electronic key system means that individual keys can be disabled centrally 
if membership payment becomes overdue. Funding for the £900,000 building has 
included £250,000 from Sport England via the BCU and £50,000 via the Amateur 
Rowing Association, plus support from sponsors, members and a mortgage. The 
world’s oldest canoe club now has the newest facilities, a large, diverse and active 
membership and an honours board with Olympic and world medals from the dim and 
distant past to last year.
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accessible river but certainly nothing like the legislation 
in Scotland.

Chairman Sir John Harman has also gone after a 
record no more distinguished. Thames waterway 
manager Eileen McKeever has departed in the aftermath 
of the U turn on selling off Thames lock keepers’ 
cottages. Julia Simpson, the head of Recreation & 
Navigation, has also gone to be replaced by Stuart 
Taylor, the former Recreation & Navigation Policy 
& Press manager. The new CEO is Paul Leinster. The 
chairman is now Lord Chris Smith.

John Adams has retired from the Anglian region, 
probably the EA fisheries employee who has done more 
than any other to help canoeing.

Welsh Assembly petition
Canoe Wales have presented an access petition 

of nearly 10,000 signatures to the Welsh Assembly’s 
Petitions Committee. This is by far the largest petition 
that has been received, the next largest having 2,700 
names. Phil Blain, Pam Bell and Ashley Charlwood 
paddled to the Senedd, filmed by the BBC, and the 
petition was received by Presiding Officer Lord Dafydd 
Ellis-Thomas, Bethan Jenkins for Plaid Cymru and 
Mike German for the Liberal Democrats. The Petitions 
Committee can make a Legislative Competence Order 
for debate in the Senedd. If passed, it would then go 
to Westminster for voting without discussion, prior to 
becoming law.

While the Welsh are to be wished every success, it 
should be remembered that the CRACK petition on 
access to the European Parliament (Dec 90, p9) was 
one of the larger petitions that body had received. MEP 
Eddie Newman, who received it in Manchester from Ian 
Joiner and Darryl Nolan, commented that the wheels 
turn only slowly, something of an understatement.

More of the same 
from the EA

With three of the four rivers covered by the EA’s 
showpiece access schemes now in a worst state than 
before Brighton University became involved, one can 
only wonder about the EA’s motives in pressing on with 

further schemes. The EA have announced that they will 
be undertaking work in eastern and southwest England 
and Wales, consultations having been announced to 
regulatory interests last summer. As far as England is 
concerned, the EA say they have conducted audits 
of current use of 1,900km of coastline, 1,300km2 of 
estuaries and 100km2 of lakes and reservoirs (the latter 
mostly subject to bans) and one wonders how this 
relates to river paddling. If they wanted to discover what 
coarse anglers want, would they study sea anglers?

The English work is to be undertaken by DEFRA 
in consultation with Sport England, Natural England, 
BW, regional assembly, regional development agency 
and government offices. Do you notice any interests 
missing from that list? Let’s try the Welsh list then, the 
EA Wales, CCW, Visit Wales, BW, Forestry Commission 
Wales, Welsh Local Government Association and Sports 
Council for Wales. CW would seem to be entirely right 
to reject all their agreements and it is to be hoped that 
they will reject the imposition of ‘agreements’ between 
the EA and angling interests. How much longer can the 
EA keep up this charade?

BW’s safety issues
Following Paddlers International’s May 2005 meeting 

with three BW heads of department to discuss various 
safety issues, on which there has been no progress, the 
concerns were raised with BW CEO Robin Evans in 
the summer, to which he has given an initial response.
Tunnels The marking of portage routes around tunnels 
is being reviewed and improvements were due to begin 
in September 2008. Use of tunnels by unpowered craft 
is being reviewed and the study should be complete by 
late 2009 or early 2010.
Anti motorbike fences Barriers to motorbikes can 
also cause problems for cyclists, wheelchair users, horses 
and overweight people as well as portaging canoeists. 
Improvement of barr ier designs and sometimes 
dangerous locations of gates have still to be addressed.
Who knows best? Following the ordering of one of 
our readers off the lock cut at Sawley in spate conditions 
while trying to reach the Trent weir next to the M1 to 
play on it, it was stated that the knowledge of even the 
man cutting the grass over-rides the experience of the 
paddler. Robin Evans says ‘BW have responsibility for 
the safety of its visitors and customers and we require 
everyone to follow the instructions of our staff. I do 
not doubt that there may sometimes be a difference of 
opinion and degree of knowledge and I would expect 
both parties to discuss the issues calmly and coherently 
to reach a satisfactory outcome. If you ever feel we have 
not behaved in this way, please do tell us immediately 
giving exact time and location details so we can identify 
the people involved and investigate the complaint.’
Sharing with commercial traffic Problems in 
Yorkshire have been ongoing. The Yorkshire Business 
Unit and central safety team were due to study the issue 
and discuss it with us by the end of 2008 although there 
is no sign of that happening yet.

More positively, kayaks and canoes were once again 
approved for use of the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal 
from April 2008 subject to certain requirements. A 
licence is required (except for English and Welsh 
members of the BCU, who already pay for compulsory 
canal licences) and may be obtained by calling 01452 
318000 or buying from local offices. Egress points are 
put as Purton top bridge pontoon, Saul Marina slipway, 
Sharpness Shipyard, R W Davis & Sons or Wycliffe 
Rowing Club at Saul Junction and Gloucester Rowing 
club at Hempstead, all other launch points needing to 
be agreed with BW. The centre depth is 4.9m and the 
sides are often vertical so buoyancy aids are suggested, 
compulsory for under 18s. Canoeists should move to 
the side of the canal where they are most visible to 
ships, be aware that bridges can hide ships, ask local lock 
keepers about expected shipping movements and travel 

Braan spy 
camera

SEPA have refused 
Npower a licence for 
their proposed hydro 
scheme on the Braan. 
The issue now opens 
to public inquiry. It 
has been revealed that 
Npower have had a 
camera secretly filming 
users for a period of 
over a year, behaviour 
which many find 
distasteful.

Pollution 
threatens 
Gauley

The Gauley River in 
Virginia is threatened 
with pollution by a coal 
mining company. Many 
see it as one of the 
world’s classic white 
water rivers.

Weirs to be 
modified

The Small Hydro Co, 
in association with BW, 
are to begin building 
hydro schemes on river 
weirs by canals. As well 
as generating electricity, 
it is claimed they will 
generate biodiversity 
and prevent flooding.

Vole hole 
potential

Dredged silt is to 
be used along the 
sides of the River Lee 
Navigation between 
Cheshunt and Waltham 
Town to provide soft 
banks. These are 
expected to be used by 
voles as easy places to 
burrow.

Forest lease 
plan dropped

Plans by the Scottish 
Parliament to lease 
out a quarter of 
Scotland’s forests to 
private companies as 
a fundraising exercise 
have been abandoned. 
This is seen as welcome 
news in the light of the 
Forestry Commission’s 
positive attitude towards 
assisting paddling 
and problems which 
could have arisen with 
newcomers involved.
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effective place to start. Experience has shown these will 
pay for themselves many times over. Perhaps it would be 
appropriate to draw on contaminated land and climate 
change funding.

The new Waterways Minister, Huw Irranca-Davies, 
had hardly had time to get his feet under his desk. He 
accepted that there are difficult dilemmas and hard 
decisions will have to be made. BW themselves will 
have to decide on where they will invest and how 
they will manage the risk. The lack of consultation 
on the Cotswold withdrawal was regrettable but BW 
had needed to make a quick decision in the face of an 
immediate challenge.

His priorities are maintaining the existing network, 
greater self sufficiency for BW and providing additional 
benefits for the public. He supports expansion but the 
existing network comes first. Decisions on restoration 
will need to be made at local level as they will require 
local funding.

He had already booked a holiday on the Shropshire 
Union Canal in February so he would have a chance 
to take a first hand look at some of these issues. He was 
invited to visit many of the canals across the country 
and Lambit Öpik quickly roughed out a tour schedule 
for him.

The Government appear to have listened to the 
arguments put forward in the debate. In the Pre-Budget 
Report it was announced that £5M would be brought 
forward from British Waterways’ 2010/11 grant for 
use in 2009/10 as a fiscal stimulus. Welcoming this, 
British Waterways said the money will be used as part 
of their £33M major works programme. The Inland 
Waterways Association have also welcomed the move 
while pointing out that British Waterways will still be 
£25M short of what they need. This leaves the question 
of the size of British Waterways’ grant for 2010/11.

Meanwhile, the Treasury are reviewing how British 
Waterways manage their non-operational property. In 
the last five years they have released £130M from 
this source to invest in the canal network and have 
out-performed the benchmark Investment Property 
Databank in every one of those five years.

After the debate Paddlers International asked the 
Minister about the rest of the 65,000km of inland 
waters in England and Wales. Unusually, he was aware 
of the problem. He had been briefed that there is no 
shortfall in available water requirements and that access 
agreements are resolving all the problems. I explained 
precisely how the EA’s showcase access agreements have 
failed. As a Welsh MP, he was disconcerted to learn that 
the CW have pulled out of all their access agreements, 
strongly underlining that these agreements do not work.

New waterway to the 
heart of Liverpool

Britain’s longest single canal, the Leeds & Liverpool, 
has just got longer and delivers the user right to the 
heart of Liverpool rather than stopping at Eldonian 
Village, some distance from the centre. The 130m of 
canal beyond Eldonian Village was bought in the early 
1990s by Merseyside Development Corporation, filled 
in and used as a housing estate site. A further section is 
dry and mostly walled in. The canal used to continue to 
Exchange station. The canal now turns right at Vauxhall. 
Stanley Dock Cut drops through four locks to the River 
Mersey. The line passes under the Preston to Liverpool 
railway although there is no longer a towpath. On 
each side are derelict warehouses and ahead a fixed 
bascule bridge before abandoned docks. Turrets top 
several towers, including a clocktower in the centre of 
the docks, and the warehouses have much character, 
despite all the smashed windows. In due course the 
area of restoration and redevelopment must move north 
along the line of the canal link and these buildings be 
made into attractive features. The new 690m Liverpool 

Link to the new terminus passes under a tunnel to 
run along the Mersey waterfront past the Three Graces 
which consist of the Royal Liver Building, the Cunard 
Building and the Port of Liverpool Building and past 
the new ferry terminal. The new Museum of Liverpool 
is a lower building but is very obvious from the canal. 
The new terminus is in the Albert Dock, location of the 
Merseyside Maritime Museum, the Beatles Museum, 
the International Slavery Museum, the Tate Northern 
and various other sports and cultural experiences, not 
least the site used for international polo tournaments. 
The Pumphouse is now a public house and there are 
plenty more in the Albert Dock buildings. This is the 
UK’s largest group of Grade I listed buildings.

Dredging it up again
When such issues as flooding of the Thames and 

dredging are discussed, you might expect lock keepers 
to be the local experts. However, it seems that an EA 
missive has threatened disciplinary action against lock 
keepers who discuss these issues with anyone. The 
allegations of EA bullying just won’t go away.
* Various public navigations around Oxford have been 
subject to comment in relation to their contribution to 
flooding. The Thames Traditional Boat Society had to 
undertake 22 man days of clearing in order to run the 
6km of the Seacourt Stream, a public navigation.

EA officials go
When Baroness Young took up the post of CEO for 

the EA it was suggested that she would be a new broom 
for access. Sadly, it was not to be and her legacy has been 
more wasted years with access in England and Wales in 
a worse state than when she arrived. She seemed to find 
it hard not to think she was still running the RSPB, 
which did not help when dealing with such issues as 
flooding, over which she made many enemies. She told 
Canoeist that there was room for a few more pieces of 

BMF Marine Bill 
briefing paper

The BMF produced a 
briefing paper for peers 
on the concerns of the 
marine industry over 
the Marine Bill. While 
the BMF welcome the 
proposed legislation, 
their concerns include 
those expressed by 
ISKA.

Rother link?
Powered craft 

enthusiasts would like 
to see a deep water 
navigation along the 
course of the River 
Rother from the 
Chesterfield Canal at 
Chesterfield to the River 
Don at Rotherham. 
Again, what is the 
chance that they get it 
with all the costs and 
disruption before we 
can get permission to 
use what is already 
there?

Countryfile 
back to 
Richmond

The BBC’s Countryfile 
began twenty years 
ago with Geoff Wood, 
CRACK and the access 
problems at Richmond. 
To celebrate their 
anniversary they wanted 
to return to the subject 
and chased up Geoff, 
with the news that there 
had been no progress 
on access in those two 
decades.

Canals busier 
than ever

The BW annual report 
says that 31,000 boats 
on the canals means 
that they are busier now 
than they were at the 
height of the Industrial 
Revolution. Presumably 
that figure excludes all 
the BCU members who 
buy compulsory canal 
licences but mostly 
don’t use them.
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Britain’s newest waterway, the Liverpool Link which 
connects the Leeds & Liverpool Canal with the 

Albert Dock.

John Adams, now retired.
Not what they really said at the Beale Park Thames 

Boat Show but they might as well have done.



EA are the navigation authority, they found it blocked 
by fallen trees in various places but came prepared to 
clear these while the others waited. There is hope that 
boats up to narrowboat size will be able to return to the 
town centre in the foreseeable future, restoring a lost 
amenity.

Beaver threat returns
BW have expressed concern about plans to release 

15 - 20 beavers above the Crinan Canal in Knapdale 
as there are fears that they could travel and damage 
the canal. A similar plan in 2005 was prevented by the 
Scottish Executive after concerns by local landowners 
but the Scottish Wildlife Trust and Royal Zoological 
Society of Scotland have been successful this time. The 
interests of wildlife, even when deliberately imported, 
are put above those of all others. Five areas in each of 
England and Wales are also being studied as potential 
places to release beavers.

Turtle findings up
Findings of loggerhead, Kemp 

Ridley’s and leatherback turtles 
around the coast last year were well 
up on the previous year, believed 
to be because of the southwesterly 
winds earlier in the year. Most 
were found dead or died after 
discovery. Marine Environmental 

Monitoring would like to be advised of any findings, 
dead or alive, on 01348 875000.

Sinking pennywort
The invasive floating pennywort, which makes water 

almost impassible, has largely been cleared from the 
Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation. To be on the safe 
side, the managers have a new weed clearance workboat 
which can work in only 150mm of water.

BW have been spraying herbicide on Japanese 
knotweed on the Erewash, Nottingham, Beeston, 
Chesterfield and Grantham Canals as manual cutting 
means that it can grow again from a piece as little as 
10mm long.

Sensible protection 
of bird sites

Scottish Natural Heritage are proposing to extend 31 
land based bird Special Protection Areas up to 4km out 
to sea. There is one very important proviso. Environment 
Secretary Richard Lockhead said ‘I am pleased that 
SNH do not foresee any additional restrictions on 
fishing or access as a result of these proposals.’ Once 
again the Scots are taking a line which is likely to gain 
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much wider public support than the impositions present 
and anticipated further south.

Wire them your sightings
SNH are concerned about the fast spread of the 

invasive non native wireweed on the west coast of 
Scotland. They would appreciate details from sea 
paddlers of where and when found, whether floating 
free or attached, branch length and location as accurately 
as possible. Email wireweed@snh.gov.uk and attach a 
digital photograph if available. From California, it has 
spread from the Isle of Wight in 1973, reached Scotland 
at Loch Ryan in 2004 but now reaches from Luce Bay 
to Tarskavaig on Skye. It blocks out light from bottom 
species and becomes entangled in marine equipment.

Itchen to know
£2,400,000, mostly Lottery money, is being spent on 

preserving the Itchen Navigation between Winchester 
and Southampton. However, the navigation position is 
far from clear. In the 1980s, the BCU ended up with 
a £10,000 legal bill after national access officer Roger 
Irwin provoked an unsuccessful test case challenge over 
the right to use it. On the other hand, there was trouble 
when M3 consulting engineers did not leave adequate 
navigation headroom at one of their bridges. If public 
money is being spent on it, should the public be allowed 
to use it? Hampshire appears to have no non tidal river 
at all that may be used by the public. The use of public 
money on a private canal seems similar to that on the 
Tennant Canal between Neath and Swansea.

Broad as it is clear
In 1996 Ormesby Broad’s fish were removed, 

allowing water fleas to thrive, eat the algae and clear the 
water. From that start, in the face of opposition from 
conservationists, the Broads Authority have reported 
their best year yet with clear water in Cromes Broad, 
Hassingham Broad Cockshoot Broad and all the Trinity 
Broads while Barton Broad is clearing, Wroxham Broad 
has started to improve and the River Bure is clear at 
Coltishall. Rare plants have been appearing, including 
stoneworts and holly leaved naiad, and otters have 
returned to Barton Broad. With this level of success, it 
must be asked how many of our rivers in general could 
be cleaned up by the removal of fish from them.

Skokholm 
becomes 
a national
nature reserve

Skokholm has been 
designated a National 
Nature Reserve. It 
has a large Manx 
shearwater colony plus 
storm petrels, puffins, 
guillemots, razorbills, 
grey seals and three 
species of dolphin. The 
Wildlife Trust of South 
& West Wales are to 
upgrade the jetty and 
accommodation to 
improve public access. 
The island is close to 
Skomer, sections of 
the coast of which 
are subject to many 
closures to those who 
wish to visit to view the 
wildlife.

Shop a trolley
BW have set up 

a hotline on 01923 
201120 to report 
sightings of trolleys in 
their canals and rivers. 
They currently waste 
£150,000 per year 
collecting trolleys and 
hope to establish a non 
profit agreement with 
trolley owners for their 
recovery. They intend 
to draw up a league 
table with a Golden 
Trolley Award for the 
company with the 
most environmentally 
friendly trolley 
management and an 
Off Your Trolley Award 
for the worst offender.

Clyde survey
At the end of March 

Environment Minister 
Roseanna Cunningham 
launched a study into 
the management of the 
Clyde from Glasgow 
to the Mull of Kintyre. 
Details are at www.
clydeforum.org/ssmei 
and it runs until Jun 
26th. Have your input, 
even if it is to say that 
you are happy with it 
the way it is.

in groups. A trip plan should be left with somebody. 
Canoes may not be used under sail.

CIWEM Royal Charter 
defeated a second time
The proposed new Royal Charter of the Chartered 

Institution of Water & Environmental Management, 
who claim recreation as part of their remit, includes 
a change which would water down their recreation 
requirements, which are already being largely ignored 
by them. Last year the new Royal Charter was rejected 
at an EGM (Jun, p21). Later, it was presented a second 
time during the interval of a board meeting, a not 
unprecedented way of forcing through unwanted 
changes. Surprisingly, the new Royal Charter fell even 
further short of its required voting numbers and so has 
been defeated for a second time. After the meeting PI 
wrote to new chairman Alistair Moseley, detailing the 
concerns. However, there has been no sign of reform. 
CIWEM continues to call for more environmentally 
friendly lifestyles while supporting policies to prevent 
this.

Tryweryn now free
One of the greatest ironies of recent years has been 

that, although canoeists are strongly opposed to payment 
for the use of rivers on principle, CW have themselves 
been charging canoeists to use the Tryweryn. This 
anomaly has now ended and use of the river is as free 
as every other river should be. This is the only change 
at the Canolfan Tryweryn and paddlers will still need 
to sign in. Charges will still apply for exclusive use of 
sections of river for special events and training. CW 
spend £30,000 on water releases in a typical year. This 
change is long overdue but very welcome. Please give 
your full support to the other facilities available on the 
site.

Use it or lose it
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust are working on what 

is now the longest canal restoration project in the 
country, from the Thames at Abingdon to the Kennet 
& Avon Canal near Melksham. They are faced with 
many problems, not least of which is Swindon, largely 
not there when the canal was built. Interestingly, having 
begun a bypass canal round the town, the authorities 
are now starting to see the benefits of having it put 
back through the centre. The canal trust have decided 
to undertake restoration as opportunities arise, rather 
than starting from one end as happened when the 
canal was first built. Thus, various unconnected sections 
stand ready for use. If they are not used they will be 
taken by environmentalists as nature reserves. It is vital 
that they are used and seen to be used. No licences are 
required. Please go and enjoy them and your use will 

encourage others to think positively about restoration. 
The trust office will be able to tell you which sections 
are available. Several years ago the trust suggested to 
Canoeist an annual race which would begin mostly as a 
running race and would produce faster times each year 
as more and more water became available.

Huge windfarms planned
The Gwynt y Môr windfarm, to be built 14km off 

Llandudno, will be the world’s second largest with up to 
250 turbines. The London Array, planned for the north 
Kent coast, is expected to have a capacity a third greater 
still.

BW are talking of placing 50 wind turbines in 
canalside locations. These would generate about 10 
times as much power as they need so that the rest could 
be sold off to fund canal operations.

Buy some Garry
11km of the River Garry is on offer in 1m2 lots, 

intended to fetch £30 each. This is actual purchase, 
not like buying a plot on the moon or the fundraising 
sponsorship scheme run by the Kennet & Avon Canal 
Society several years ago which saw Canoeist buying 
the start line of the Devizes to Westminster Race. The 
money will allow a trust to clear vegetation to restore 
areas of Caledonian Forest and also Glengarry Castle. 
The section of river includes some notable rapids.

Breath testing 
for boaters

The DfT are wanting to impose alcohol limits for 
boaters, put in place by the 2003 Railways & Transport 
Safety Act but not implemented so far. The limits are 
the same as those for road vehicle drivers. There will be 
exemptions for boats under 7m long with design speeds 
of less than 13km/h. This should exempt most of us, 
assuming we know what design speed of craft we are 
operating and whether that includes water speed. In a 
crew boat you will need to know who is and who is not 
affected. If you fall foul of the law, will you get a ban or 
penalty points placed somewhere? Boating associations, 
while not condoning inebriated boating, are concerned 
that proposed legislation is badly drafted and often 
inappropriate. Surely, education is the way forward for 
all of us, not ever more legislation. The legislation is 
open for consultation until May 6th at www.gov/uk/
consultations/open/exemptionfromalcohol/.

Reconnecting 
Maidenhead

The White Brook leaves the River Thames north of 
Maidenhead and flows in a westwards semicircle across 
Widbrook Common and through the centre of town via 
the York Stream and the Cut to return to the Thames at 
Monkey Island. Because it leaves and rejoins the main 
river, like the Jubilee River, it has a right of public 
navigation enshrined in the Thames Conservancy Act. 
Until the 19th century and the building of Cookham, 
Boulter’s and Bray pound locks, the main route of the 
Thames ran to the west of Cookham via Strand Water 
and through the town although the northern end of this 
has been lost. The Maidenhead Waterways Restoration 
Group, set up in 2006, want to bring boats back to the 
centre of Maidenhead. They believe that dredging and 
the building of one lock could allow small craft into 
the southern end of the town by 2012. Raising bridges 
to allow completion of the loop would be a little more 
complex. In July the MWRG took a flotilla of 21 
canoes around the southern end of the route to prove its 
feasibility. As with a number of other channels where the 

MMO to be on 
Tyneside

The new Marine 
Management 
Organization, if the 
Marine & Coastal 
Access Bill is passed 
as seems likely, will be 
located on Tyneside. 
It will regulate the sea 
around the English 
coast and also offshore 
matters for the rest of 
the UK. It will replace 
the Marine & Fisheries 
Agency.

Floating 
allotments

Capital Growth is a 
scheme to find 2,012 
new food growing 
spaces in London by 
2012. Land alongside 
waterways is part of 
the scheme but even 
some workboats will 
be used as floating 
vegetable plots. Watch 
out for people not only 
stealing vegetables 
from allotments but the 
garden as well.

Angling event 
closures

Loch Leven, Loch 
Awe, the Lake of 
Mentieth, the Carron 
valley and the Tay 
between Burnmouth 
and Benchil will see 
closures on three days 
in June for a major 
angling competition. 
Closures on Jun 8 - 10th 
run from 7.30am to 
5.30pm except to only 
1.30pm on the second 
day. Because of parking 
and other issues it is 
suggested that these 
venues all be avoided 
entirely on these three 
weekdays.
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The Wilts & Berks Canal needs users to keep restored 
sections open.
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In December the EA told the Parliamentary Waterways Group about 
the benefits of waterways recreation. Few would argue with the positive 
points presented on that occasion. However, by ‘waterways’ they mean 
routes cruised by large powered craft.

They were highly selective about what they told the PWG. Thus, 
they presented a totally misleading picture of the situation and the EA’s 
attitude towards it.

The blunt fact is that 98% of inland rivers in England and Wales are 
closed to all craft at all times. Many of these rivers are, physically, only 
able to be used by small craft able to be lifted round obstructions or 
able to run the rapids which many users seek. Touring canoeists are 
the group who most often come into conflict with those unwilling 
to share rivers but there have been problems for other users, not only 
rowing boats and windsurfers but also river swimmers and even people 
throwing sticks into rivers for dogs to retrieve. A large proportion of 
the millions of people who wish to use small boats on our rivers are 
youngsters.

The EA position is that agreements are providing all the river access 
necessary for boaters. In fact, agreements have proved as ineffective 
for canoeists over the last half century and more as they have for 
the ramblers. Even Natural England have said that agreements will 
not work for the national coastal footpath. New Waterways Minister 
Huw Irranca-Davies had been briefed on the problem and told that 
access agreements are the way forward. As a Welsh MP he had not 
been told that the WCA had formally abandoned all of their few 
access agreements last year and, clearly, was surprised when Paddlers 
International advised him of this.

The showcase schemes
The work of the University of Brighton needs much greater scrutiny 

than was given to the PWG. Their first report in 2001 by Professor 
Andrew Church said much that boaters had been saying for decades 
about access problems, including that access agreements were ineffectual. 
Their second report by Professor Neil Ravenscroft in 2004 was a very 
different document, however. It proposed access agreements as the way 
forward and planned to negotiate four demonstration access agreements 
at nearly £12,000 per kilometre, later reduced to £1,600 per kilometre, 
to ask permission to share the water. These duly went ahead with the 
EA and the results were presented in 2006 in Bungay by Government 
Ministers Barry Gardiner and Richard Caborn although the complete 
report was not available on the day, only an EA summary of the 
proposals. These showcase schemes were as follows:

River Waveney
In 2001 a rare agreement had been reached on the River Waveney 

by canoeists working with local authorities. It had been inaugurated 
by the MEP for the area and had everything from a pamphlet to 
riverside launch platforms. Theoretically this is was full length but 
practically only for the 48km from Diss because the top end is usually 
too shallow (although powered craft users would like to see it opened 
up as a Little Ouse - Waveney link to the Broads). Little mention was 
made of this original agreement by the Brighton team. Canoeist was 
not invited, unlike a prominent angling MP, but felt it too important to 
miss. Questions were kept to the end of the day, after the Ministers had 
left. Canoeist was about to submit the second question when the day’s 
proceedings were suddenly closed. When Canoeist pressed in private 
discussion after the meeting, they said the original agreement had 
obtained the permission of too few riparian owners to count although 
their own replacement agreement, covering only 33km and negotiated 
by well funded professionals, still failed to contact 6% of riparian 
owners. Unlike the previous agreement, the new agreement had various 
restrictions on use. It was also claimed that any use of the tidal 3km 
downstream from Ellingham, at the lower end of the agreement, would 
result in the whole agreement being terminated. In practical terms this 
would prevent navigation onto the long tidal length towards the Broads 
from the Broads Authority-promoted canoe hire centre at Bungay or 
for any other users.

On the inauguration day we were unable to find the previous launch 
platform at Diss, only angling platforms. The new angling and canoeing 
platform at Holmersfield, opposite the original canoeing platform and 
supposed to improve relationships, would have been difficult to reach 
with a boat via the restricted path down the steep bank. A canoeist 

trying to take out at the platform covered with angling gear would have 
received no warmer a welcome than a narrowboat on a canal trying to 
moor at a landing point to open lock gates when an angler is present 
on it.

River Wear
A statue of Neptune in Durham market place celebrates improvement 

to the navigation. The River Wear around the Durham loop is heavily 
used by rowers and even a floating restaurant. These people appear not 
to have been consulted about any agreement. Their position is unclear 
since a solicitor’s letter was received by the BCU, threatening action 
against canoeists using a major part of the 9km section subject to what 
is called a ‘boating agreement’ in this location. Even as proposed, the 
agreement was to stop short of the legal tidal section of river, preventing 
through navigation.

River Mersey
Until recently the River Mersey on the outskirts of Manchester was 

too polluted to have fish. This is the only agreement of the four to have 
stuck. Much of the 28km section is in local authority ownership so it is 
not clear why the public were being excluded in the first place.

River Teme
Professor Ravenscroft rejected the claim that the Romans had carried 

lead the full length of the River Teme from Felindre in coracles, which 
would establish time immemorial usage rights, and he disputed that 
some of the bridges have navigation arches. Permission was sought 
for use of less than 2km of the river at Ludlow for 6 hours six times a 
month with all other use of the full length of the river being stopped. 
Fish slots on the weirs have been rebuilt just too narrow for canoes (in 
contrast with the canoe and fish ladders usual on weirs in France) on 
the grounds that they would condone trespassing if of safe width. The 
terms of the proposed agreement were rejected by canoeists as being 
dangerous.

How to do it
The EA still claim all the agreements are working successfully, despite 

the fact that three of the four showcase agreements leave canoeists 
in a worse position than before. It has been suggested by boaters that 
these agreements and others proposed for the future have more to do 
with restricting present use than opening up new water, most current 
touring taking place outside the law as the agreement approach has 
proved largely to be unworkable.

Brighton University set up a toolkit on their website to tell boaters 
how to make access agreements because it was claimed we did not 
know, despite over half a century of trying. This was to replace an EA 
book intended to do the same, which has achieved little. In turn, that 
had replaced a book by the National Rivers Authority (predecessors 
of the EA) to do the same, which was equally ineffective. The website 
toolkit appears to have achieved nothing since it was set up.

What the EA would do with navigation rights
The implication of the presentation to the PWG was that handing 

control of navigation on other rivers to the EA would result in more 
river access. Indeed, there have been positive moves in the Fens where 
the Fens Waterway Link is to see new connections being made for 
larger craft to use waters which appear already to have been legal rights 
of way despite EA silence on the matter. Much (but not all) of the 
Relief Channel below Denver Sluice has now been opened to powered 
craft by the installation of a lock, prior to which it was forbidden even 
to small craft which did not require the lock. Small unpowered craft are 
allowed to use part of the Stour Navigation once again.

However, there are many more examples of where the EA has shown 
no intention of allowing access.

The Cut-off Channel, which runs right round the Fens from the 
River Lark to Denver Sluice, remains closed. The EA own the whole 
of it except for 2km of one bank, owned by a farmer. The EA have 
rejected requests to open it and appear not to have talked to this other 
landowner.

The EA fought hard to get control of the Wye and did not dispute 
the suggestion of a £1,000,000 legal bill for their part in the 2002 
public inquiry which gave them that control. Uniquely, the whole 

Heading for 
Euroblandness

At a symposium on the Water Framework Directive, 
run in London in March by the International Navigation 
Association, recreational interests were represented by 
Paddlers International and by John Edmonds of the 
Inland Waterways Advisory Council, who took the line 
that ‘If the fish are happy, we are happy.’ The introduction 
came from Martin Booth of the EA’s WFD programme, 
who based much of his thinking on the legitimate 
use of water. PI asked him about the situation when 
98% of inland rivers could not be used legitimately by 
recreational users. He avoided giving a clear answer but 
said he recognized the issue, which he should have done 
as PI has raised it with him before.

A variety of other concerns ranged from ports to 
mar ine dredging. Tom Pickerell of the Shellfish 
Association of GB explained that shellfish now account 
for 51% by value of the entire British fisheries industry. 
Shellfish require not too much sewage in the water 
but they need enough. This didn’t sit comfortably with 
the final presentation by Andrew Baxter of DEFRA’s 
European Marine Environment Policy Branch, who 
talked of trying to reach Europe wide standards. With 
the shellfish example in mind PI asked whether uniform 
standards across Europe were in the best interests of 
biodiversity, where different species require different 
conditions and where very clean water results in very 
limited wildlife. Surprisingly, this seemed to be a concept 
DEFRA have not considered.

The EA and SEPA have published a dozen River 

Basin Management Plans to cover Great Britain and 
are inviting views by 22nd Jun before publishing final 
versions in December. Unlike the Local EA Plans, 
which they replace, the submissions may not be simply 
ignored by the EA if these don’t agree with their own 
agenda. Make sure you look at the plans and submit 
your comments.

How reliable is 
cetacean study?

A report by Sea Trusts of South & West Wales suggests 
that the southern Irish Sea is the best place in the UK 
to see Risso’s dolphins while harbour porpoises and 
common dolphins are also frequent. Their study was 
conducted for a year on a monthly basis from the bridge 
of Stena ferries crossing the Irish Sea. As this option is 
not open to observers around much of our coastline you 
might wonder whether results are more indicative of the 
method of observation than of what is being watched. 
On the other hand, bottlenose dolphins were rarely 
seen, even in Cardigan Bay, which is thought to have a 
population of 200. Would using slower and quieter craft 
such as sea kayaks have produced different results?

Abingdon reservoir 
stopped for the moment
Thames Water’s plans for a huge new reservoir near 

Abingdon have been stopped after opposition from all 
quarters, having failed to prove a need for it. However, 
TW have suggested they will come back in several years’ 
time with proposals for a smaller reservoir. This puts 
planning blight on the area, not least on the Wilts & 
Berks Canal, the course of which the proposed reservoir 
would straddle. The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust were 
neutral on the reservoir. While they did not want to 
lose their line, TW would have built a new first section 
for them, including the difficult crossing of the A34, 
and allowed further restoration on a line around the 
reservoir. Now they don’t know whether to undertake 
restoration which may later be superseded. Perhaps the 
initiative needs to be grasped by councils obliged to 
build thousands of new houses by siting some of them 
around the existing line of the canal, preventing its 
future use for a reservoir.

Worry about 
Eden crayfish

The Eden Rivers Trust are worried about American 
signal crayfish being introduced to the River Eden as 
they are now widespread across the country. Larger than 
the native white clawed crayfish, they carry crayfish 
plague which kills the white claws, damage river banks 
by burrowing, eat fish eggs and young and are generally 
unpopular. They were originally brought over as a food 
source but then escaped or were deliberately introduced 
to our rivers. The Eden Rivers Trust believe there is a 
possibility that the disease could be brought to them on 
canoes. They want all canoes to be thoroughly washed 
and dried or disinfected with iodine based disinfectant. 
They concede that the disease could equally arrive with 
anglers or with fish released into the river for anglers 
to catch. While no canoeist would want to transfer the 
infection knowingly (and there is no evidence that they 
have ever done so) interests on the Eden would receive 
more sympathy from canoeists if such an aggressive 
campaign had not been waged against them over recent 
decades. The section of the Channel 4 documentary 
One Man in a Boat filmed on the Eden by American 
Robert Forbes Perkins (Feb 93, p53) was perhaps the 
most telling piece of film on the access situation ever 
shot in this country.
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What the EA didn’t say at Westminster

The American signal crayfish and the British white clawed species.



catchment appears to have a legal right of ‘free and open Navigation 
upon the Rivers Wye and Lugg, and the Streams falling into them’ as 
a result of the 1695 Wye Navigation Act. The EA claim not to know 
whether they are the navigation authority for the upper Wye and Lugg 
and nearly thirty other rivers in the catchment and do not appear to be 
interested in finding out. They just imply that there is now no right of 
navigation on these rivers although they attempted to remove any right 
in the small print of their documentation relating to the takeover, not 
mentioned in the summary they offered to the public but spotted by 
Canoeist.

The Jubilee River, Maidenhead’s flood relief channel, runs from the 
Thames at Boulter’s Lock and back into it at Windsor so it came with 
a statutory right of navigation as a result of the Thames Conservancy 
Act of the 1930s. The EA tried to have the navigation right removed, 
apparently only failing as a result of an administrative error when 
presenting the papers for signature. The portages on this right of way 
remain unsafe for users.

Navigation on various stretches of river is not mentioned in EA 
books and leaflets despite disputed claims to navigation rights or 
navigation rights believed to exist, including the Wye above Hereford 
and several r ivers in their Southern Region. Nowhere do they 
comment where rights are disputed. Unless there is regular use on 
unchallenged water they make no mention of river navigation despite 
promoting other interests, especially angling.

Support for legal reform
The Land Reform Act of 2003 brought Scotland in line with most 

other countries, confirming that all rivers are open to all boats at all 
times, subject to responsible behaviour complying with the Scottish 
Access Code. Costs have been minimal and the simplicity has been 
welcomed widely. South of the border, the Countryside & Rights of 
Way Act specifically excluded boaters, despite earlier Government 
promises to help. If you want to see England and Wales by footpath 

you have 150 times as much route distance you can legally use as if 
you wish to see it from non tidal rivers. The Government said this was 
unsatisfactory and have added new areas of access land for walkers.

Somebody is telling the Government that there is already enough 
water for touring. At the first anniversary of the NRA Canoeist 
asked the chairman, Lord Crickhowell, if he was satisfied that anglers 
could use almost the whole river system but 98% of it was closed to 
boaters. He said he was. Canoeist received a similar answer from the 
last chairman, Sir John Harman. Recent CEO Baroness Young was 
hardly more forthcoming when we asked her. There was room for some 
extra stretches, she said, but certainly nothing like the legal rights in 
Scotland. I cannot recollect any call for full reform since the Regional 
Water Authorities were set up in 1974, right through to the current 
EA, from the people supposed to represent the interests of river users to 
Government.

When was navigation outlawed?
In 2004 Douglas Caffyn published his law degree thesis which 

suggested that there had always been a public right of navigation on 
rivers in this country but that a series of errors had been made in a 
legal textbook in the 1830s. Recreational river touring was not of great 
significance at the time. Shallows and rail competition were of greater 
relevance to stopping commercial traffic and the errors were never 
corrected. Alun Michael, Rural Affairs Minister in 2004, said the study 
was useful but courts would need to decide on a case by case basis.

Is this the way for British residents and overseas visitors to need 
to conduct their outdoor recreation, activities which are legal in 
virtually any other country, including Scotland? The boating industry 
will continue to suffer until we have legislation suited to the needs 
of the 21st century, able to be understood by both the public and the 
Government, positively promoted by their representatives and the 
outcomes honestly reported.

INCIDENT FILE
Bethania cleared

Canoe hire company Bethania Adventure have been cleared in a 
case where a 68 year old drowned. The man and his wife hired an 
open canoe on Lake Vyrnwy. They capsized, hung onto the canoe for 
a while and tried to swim to shore when no rescue came. They were 
weak swimmers, the husband drowning in the attempt. The company 
were accused of not providing adequate buoyancy aids, of not telling the 
couple where they should turn back and of failing to react sufficiently 
quickly when their regular powerboat scan failed to spot them. A five 
day trial in Wrexham cleared the company on all counts.

Brecon drowning
A 13 year old schoolboy drowned on the River Usk at Brecon 

in November. An active youngster, he had just signed with Reading 
Football Club.

Feeling sheepish
Two Bala Canoe Club members had to prepare a makeshift throwline 

to haul a sheep out of the Tryweryn. Even when it was clear of the 
water they had to work hard to get it up the bank.

Sheep are not as easy as they might seem to rescue. I had my work 
cut out to dig one out of the mud at the edge of the Old Bedford River 
in the Fens on one occasion. Dipping sheep in a previous existence 
suggested to me that they are equally surprised at how heavy they get 
when waterlogged. Lifting a lamb out of the Grantham Canal and 
placing it beside its anxious mother would have been much easier had 
it not been so far gone that I had to trek up to the nearest farmhouse to 
summon assistance.

Coroner calls for weir signs
At the inquest into the death of a canoeist on the River Calder in 

Yorkshire in March 2008 the coroner asked to be put in contact with 

the river access officer with a view to having signs put up to warn of 
the dangers of weirs. Putting up safety signs to warn users on a river 
which the public are not allowed to use is a most interesting concept. 
The safety of users is being put above restricting canoeists by the 
coroner, a welcome reaction and one which is completely correct but 
not always followed by others elsewhere (for example where death has 
resulted from unsuitable water conditions when a ticket has had to be 
bought in advance).

Lessons of Cambodian 
dragon boat capsize

A report for the Singapore Sports Council has highlighted problems 
with a dragon boat race on the Tonle Sap River in Cambodia in Nov 
2007, when five of the Singapore national dragon boat team were 
drowned. The 1.7km race was downstream on a current estimated at 
6km/h but measured at 15km/h the following day. Conditions around 
the egress point were less than ideal with various boats moored around a 
large pontoon immediately above the takeout point. The inexperienced 
Singapore crew had little advanced information on the race details and 
there is dispute as to whether or not a briefing took place. The paddles 
were non standard. The boats were also not standard IDBF models but 
narrower with rounded hulls, making them less stable, and the freeboard 
was probably less than 200m. Conditions were choppy and water was 
shipped during practice. Lifejackets were issued for practice but these 
were found to be too bulky for racing and were not used by this or 
other crews. The start of the race was delayed by nearly 6 hours. When 
it did take place the windy conditions made paddling difficult. This 
crew, like others, were not happy to accept a motorized tow back to the 
start and they were tired by the time they arrived back at the pontoon 
under their own efforts. They collided with the pontoon with the bow 
members being swept under the pontoon and those behind them being 
carried between the pontoon and a moored tug. Those who were 
drowned were all from the bow end of the boat. While a combination 
of factors resulting from the race organization and conditions led to 
the accident, the Singapore organization did not have established safety 
procedures, most had never been involved in capsize practice and risk 
assessments had not been undertaken. John Handyside, who has been 
involved in coaching coaches in Singapore, was not implicated in the 
criticism. The Cambodians appear not to have conducted an inquiry. 
The IDBF are pressing for their safety guidelines to be followed.

Byde your time
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Age is not for cissies
Currently I am a member of a group to develop the Men’s Hut here 

in Picton. The editor of the local paper, Seaport News, operates the levers 
of power and a redundant railway station was loaded on a monster truck 
and fetched from some distant point in the Wap Waps to a site here. The 
hut, although made probably 150 years ago, is of sound timber, only one 
drawback. The roof was missing and pigeon muck predominated. The 
main contractors hereabouts bored large holes in the ground and massive 
timber piles now support the station. After importuning the editor for a 
key I can go there at times convenient to me and lay hold on piles of old 
timber which bristle with rusty nails. I use my claw hammer and remove 
the nails, making the timber useful again.

Further activities for the ancient are forecast. Nowt like being busy to 
stay busy. Joan suggested it be called LARKs for Lively Ancient Retired 
Kiwis. I put that to the committee of which I am a member and it 
was sort of accepted. The chairman of the steering committee is Reg 
Dawkins (91) who did time in the NZ Army in horrible Asian places 
and is a powerful man in Freemasonry. He adopted the job of tea lady 
and trundles along on his mobility scooter with a basket of cookies 
(revolting Americanism) and the makings of passable tea. He arranged a 
roof for the old station. The platform is there but not yet assembled.

The purpose of the hut is to strip it of the water damaged linings 
and insulate and panel it out, first running new pipes and wires. It will 
accommodate about 40 people sitting in donated armchairs, who will 
watch a screen on which old films from the twenties will be shown. We 
have the projector for that time. I think it is illuminated by arc lamp, a 
pair of carbon rods to make a brilliant light. I am told they can burn the 
place down if not watched. Who knows? We may find some old dear to 
play a piano to give the images emphasis. Laurel and Hardy are in the 
piles of cans with safety film but in another place there are many more 
cans of explosive film. Talkies came in the year I was born, 1928.

As I was shown round by Carey White, the editor, long tails of ancient 
cables hung from where the ceiling once was. They vary from twin 
without earth to being insulated by gutta percha. I remarked that these 
have a scrap value and, given I can have some, I can make wire ties for 
kayaks built on the Ken Littledyke stitch and glue system. ‘What’s that?’ 
he exclaimed, so I told him.

‘You can make kayaks that way?’
‘Sure can.’
‘Hey! Great project!’ This club is for ancient men with loads of 

experience and youths who may, with patient study, become old in their 
time, where they can do interesting things. No escape, it’s Groundhog Day 
for me.

In another part of Picton is the Sea Scouts’ hut, quite large and in 
good condition. The Scouts have a new place. It must be dismantled 
and brought to a place on the council land near where the station 
now stands. That will be the doings hut where things will be done, like 
repairing 200 old thirties radios. Guess what. I did two years in the Royal 
Signals at Catterick as a radio mechanic, 1947 - 1949. Have soldering 
iron, will travel. They were called wireless sets! Have you ever looked 
under the chassis of a ‘wireless set’? Thermionic valves, about 3 or 4, sit 
on top and glow with power. Top cap anodes with 600V DC on them. 
They have octal or 8 pin sockets. Every pin has its wire which snakes 
around out of sight until you look underneath.

Condensers can pack a punch, too. Those old sets had a great tone. 
Here I am, retired, a burden on society (they say), and I return to my 
youth, still doing the things I did then.

The district council are under pressure to build a covered heated 
swimming pool. Could it be that I, like Reg Dawkins, on my mobility 
scooter, will be perched on the bathside ten years hence, encouraging 
those in the water not to let the poor fellow drown, get him right way 
up? You know, all those rolling drills and recovery techniques? Many hire 
double kayaks and set out on the Sounds but few, if any, know a thing 
about the Inuit. Riverside Oxford and Blackbird Leys baths gibber and 
gape in my dreams. (Eighty in July.)

There’s more, much more. The current lunatic cost of power 
encourages dreamers to find other ways to generate power. I hope we 
may find a good diesel motor, link it to a generator producing (say) 5kW 
and run it on spent chippy oil. Or, even further into the region that Tesla 
opened, Tunguska and all that, to make an H

2
O generator, split water into 

its components using a radio frequency square waveform of a particular 
frequency and breathe the resulting hydroxy gas into the diesel.

Power from water is a reality. There are 7M websites on free power. I 
reckon the oil barons know that they are yesterday’s men and are looting 
the resources before water power shows them oblivion.

Hey! Life ain’t arf interesting.

***

As I scanned the pages of the last issue I was reminded of a riddle 
Oliver Cock wrote down and gave me decades ago in phoney French:

‘Pas d’elle yeux Rhône que nous.’
I disappointed OJC because, instead of trying to pronounce it, I tried 

to translate it. You know that feeling when you’ve just cracked a great 
joke and nobody gets it? A sort of vacancy in the belly laugh department.

***

I remember the BCU quarterly publication in miniscule print with 
tiny B&W pix. Brian Skilling’s Canoeing moved things on a lot.

If I remember rightly, Canoeist’s progenitor was White Water.

***

I read as far as a brief para on access at Durham. Access is OK round 
the cathedral peninsula but not below Durham. By that I guess it means 
Durham weir. Way back in the sixties Durham CC ran a Boxing Day 
event to Finchale Abbey, five miles +/-, great success for a number of 
years. The North East Canoeing Association all took part; we had scores 
on the water.

One year it was in high flood and risky but no problems. Jack Levison 
was a paddler, too. He was editor of the BCU mag, I forget when. Chris 
Hare was another.

***

Robert Southey (1774 - 1843) Madoc, Longman Rees & Orme, 1805
(1812 third edition text used here)

MADOC by Robert Southey THIRD EDITION VOL I 1812

PREFACE
THE historical facts on which this Poem is founded may be related 

in a few words. On the death of Owen Gwyneth, King of North Wales, 
AD 1169, his children disputed the succession. Yorwerth, the elder, was 
set aside without a struggle, as being incapacitated by a blemish in his 
face. Hoel, though illegitimate and born of an Irish mother, obtained 
possession of the throne for a while, till he was defeated and slain by 
David, the eldest son of the late king by a second wife. The conqueror, 
who then succeeded without opposition, slew Yorwerth, imprisoned 
Rodri, and hunted others of his brethren into exile.

But Madoc, meantime, abandoned his barbarous country, and sailed 
away to the West in search of some better resting-place. The land which 
he discovered pleased him: he left there part of his people, and went 
back to Wales for a fresh supply of adventurers, with whom he again set 
sail, and was heard of no more. Strong evidence has been adduced that 
he reached America, and that his posterity exist there to this day, on the 
southern branches of the Missouri, retaining their complexion, their 
language, and, in some degree, their arts.

About the same time the Aztecas, an American tribe, in consequence 
of certain calamities and of a particular omen, forsook Aztlan, their 
own country, under the guidance of Yuhidthiton. They became a 
mighty people, and founded the Mexican empire, talking the name of 
Mexicans, in honor of Mexitli, their tutelary god. Their emigration is 
here connected with the adventures of Madoc; and their superstition 
is represented as the same which their descendants practised, when 
discovered by the Spaniards. The manners of the Poem, in both its parts, 
will be found historically true. It assumes not the degraded title of Epic; 
and the question, therefore, is not whether the story is formed upon the 
rules of Aristotle, but whether it be adapted to the purposes of poetry. 
1805.

It runs to 188 pages but this will do.
Alan Byde
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The Godalming & Wey Navigation
After last year’s successful completion of the Basingstoke Canal (well, 

all the navigable water, anyway, from camping on a canal authority barge 
in the Greywell Tunnel on the first night to emerging under the M25 
at the end), it was time again for the annual Ashenden/Clewlow boys’ 
night out.

Last year, although we portaged around all of the Basingstoke Canal 
locks (many of which were locked owing to low water levels, anyway), 
Harry and I made good time travelling with the flow to Woking. We 
then came out on the Godalming & Wey Navigation at Byfleet to sort 
out our final night’s camp. It was at this point on last year’s journey that 
we decided on this year’s journey. The idea of paddling the Godalming 
& Wey was set.

A better way of doing locks
After an uneventful drive from Portsmouth, Harry and I were 

dropped off by my wife in the centre of Godalming. Having unloaded 
everything from the car and said our goodbyes, we cast off from a park 
across the road and paddled upstream to the very start of the navigation. 
The water levels varied from about a foot to just a few inches under 
bridges and so it was only navigable by canoe. After a can of beer at the 
start we turned and retraced our steps to begin the journey.

Luck was with us at Cattershall Lock (lock number 1) as a narrowboat 
was just about to go through. It was a tourist boat, filled with middle 
aged passengers and being pulled by a large horse, which looked like a 
Shire from the rear end. The owner was happy to hold the gates open 
and we soon pulled alongside the craft, much to the interest of all the 
passengers. The rear lock gates were closed behind us and we slowly 
descended as the front sluice gates were opened at the other side.

Having successfully got through lock number 1 with much less 
trouble than the alternative of a portage, Harry and I decided to try to 
blag our way through every possible lock thereafter. This was a warming 
thought and I made up my mind to buy a windlass to operate the lock 
sluices myself at the first possible opportunity.

The day’s paddling went well and the weather was reasonably warm 
and sunny. We managed to get through a fair number of locks with 
other users and by evening Harry and I were at Triggs Lock near Send, a 
distance of 10 miles. The countryside had been lovely and Guildford was 
firmly behind us.

After paying a visit to the near by Fox & Hounds Inn, Harry and I 
returned to the canoe and paddled with the last of the day’s light along 
a small backwater to Send church. This looked on the map to be a good 
camping place and, luckily, the map proved to be right. In ten minutes 
we had our sleeping bags laid out, the camp stove was burning and I had 
a bolognaise on the go. It’s amazing how good food tastes when we’re 
hungry and the meal went down a treat.

Overnight transformation
The first night’s fresh air sleep in the open always results in an early 

wakening and this day was no exception. I was awake at 5.20 and Harry 
shortly afterwards. The transformation between arriving in near dark 
and waking up at first light was amazing. A dawn mist was hanging over 
the water and surrounding countryside and the old church, which had 
been dark and silent the previous night, was now fully visible. As I lit the 
camp stove for the last of the bolognaise a dawn chorus of birdsong was 
just beginning. Harry and I started the new day with a plastic bowl full 
of bolognaise sauce and a can of beer.

Pyrford Lock
Travelling with the flow of the water and, indeed, such an early start, 

we made good time and were soon approaching one of the journey’s 
focal points. On the final day of teh previous year’s Basingstoke Canal 
trip, Harry and I had ventured onto the Godalming & Wey Navigation 
and paddled to the Anchor Inn at Pyrford Lock. It was the end of a long 
day’s paddling and looked like a perfect location on the map, an inn to 
visit and wooded areas for laying out our sleeping bags. However, the 
inn was closed for refurbishment and, to cap it all, only two days away 
from reopening. The closeness to reopening was the most annoying fact 

and we made up our minds to return this year for a pint and a seat by 
the water.

Arriving at Pyrford Lock and the aforementioned pub well before 
opening time, it was logical to get the lock done and out of the way. 
However, having just missed one bus (floating variety), we had to wait 
ages for the next one and then three came along at once (and all going 
in the wrong direction). Harry and I ended up losing patience and 
carrying everything round by hand but the job was done and it was 
nearly opening time.

As the inn’s first customers we were served immediately and, almost a 
year to the day, sat contentedly drinking a cold lager at the Anchor Inn.

By late afternoon we were passing the entrance to the Basingstoke 
Canal under the M25 at Byfleet and a pub called the White Hart at 
New Haw Lock and then we were going through the Thames Lock 
(number 16) at Weybridge. Originally I had thought about doing a 
return journey up the Wey to Godalming, seeing everything the other 
way round and having a good pickup point for the return journey to 
Portsmouth. However, having only got as far as the White Hart the 
previous year, the temptation of seeing new places was too strong and I 
bought a Thames canoe permit to continue.

Gourmet canoeing

Severing links with civilization.

Mist at dawn.

A floating bus on the Wey.
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A meeting with Old Father Thames
The River Thames proved to be different from the Godalming & 

Wey Navigation. The river had more of a flow to it, against which we 
were having to paddle, and the banks were lined with mile upon mile 
of large millionaires’ houses. They all seemed to have large back gardens 
and boathouses that were bigger and more luxurious than many people’s 
living accommodations. We had also just left the countryside with all its 
convenient overnight camping opportunities. Don’t get me wrong. I’d 
like a place with a boathouse in which to keep my open canoe but that 
doesn’t do us much good when we are trying to find a place to camp 
for the night.

By evening we were passing through Staines, a fine place for nightlife, 
bars, restaurants and busy commercial pleasure craft motoring up and 
down the river, playing loud music for their customers. Given a couple 
more hours’ daylight we would probably have taken our paddles (never 
leave the key in the car) and invited our unwashed persons to a riverside 
wine bar but time wasn’t on our side.

As we left the bright lights of Staines it was becoming increasingly 
difficult to spot camping places amongst the confusion of bankside 
bushes and stinging nettles. On one occasion we found somewhere that 

looked suitable but, having pulled myself up the bank and walked round 
some bushes, it turned out to be somebody’s back garden. I found myself 
looking through the lit windows of a huge house with people moving 
around inside.

Further on up the river, it was dark apart from the glow from an 
empty industrial park on the opposite side of the water and we found 
another suitable looking spot, quiet, empty and without any sign of 
being a garden. Getting out to investigate, it turned out to be the 
driveway to the house upon which I’d stumbled earlier. However, we 
weren’t in view of the house and the overgrown bank was out of sight 
of the drive so Thursday night’s campsite was set. We rolled out our 
sleeping bags and I soon had the camp stove heating up a chilli.

Comfort and security
It wasn’t a particularly comfortable night as the bank sloped towards 

the Thames, I was a bit concerned about one of us slipping into the 
water during the night and we had a light shower of rain. At some point 
in the night I got into my bivvy bag and Harry pulled my Goretex coat 
over his top half and we went back to sleep. We slept in a bit the next 
morning.

The weather varied between sun and showers and we were still 
paddling against the flow although a strong tailwind did pick up later 

Well laden with kit.

Dawn on the Thames. A relaxed approach to large boats in locks.

There is no point in getting stressed on a holiday.

Keeping the liquid level up.

Even the boathouses have style.
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in the day, which was much appreciated. Passing through Windsor with 
its majestic castle and threats of what would happen if we trespassed, we 
pressed on and made it to Cookham by evening.

By pure chance we had struck up a conversation with the previous  
lock keeper while the lock was doing its stuff and he phoned ahead to 
a colleague at Cookham Lock to arrange a night’s camping for us on 
the island opposite the lock cottage. Having introduced ourselves at the 
front door, the lock keeper’s wife gave us a key to the set of gates leading 
off the island and we found ourselves a place to unload. We were to have 
the luxury of sleeping on a comfortable flat surface with the security of 
a locked entrance gate.

In the evening we went to a pub in the near by village and then it 
was back to the island for a bowl of chilli. On the other side of the 
island a narrowboat club were having a get together and their partying 
went on into the night.

Waiters in white dinner jackets
After downing a can of beer and finishing up the last of the chilli 

for breakfast, we returned the gate key and continued paddling towards 
the Kennet & Avon Canal, which we hoped to reach by night. The 
narrowboat people were all strangely silent and there was no sign of life 
on the island.

Having left Staines and Windsor behind, the scenery was, once again, 
returning to countryside on one side of us, although Millionaires’ Row 
remained on the other. The weather was holding out and the paddling 
was going well. By the time Harry and I got to the next town we were 
running low on provisions so we pulled over and tied up. While Harry 
kept an eye on the canoe I ventured out on a reconnaissance mission 
into deepest Marlow for food and beer. The town seemed blessed with 
cafés, bars, clothes shops, banks and restaurants but it took me a little 
while to find a supermarket. However, eventually this was accomplished 
and I returned to the canoe, fully provisioned.

Casting off from the ‘No Mooring’ sign, to which we had been tied 

up, we crossed the river and stopped just upstream at a riverside church. 
Sitting contentedly on the edge of the churchyard, watching pleasure 
boats and sculling crews going up and down the water, provisions were 
opened and we had lunch, consisting of Cheddar cheese, plain bread and 
a bottle of red wine. We both agreed that it was one of the best meals 
we’d ever eaten, a compliment indeed from Harry, who works as a chef.

The church wasn’t open, although we did want to make a donation 
for its hospitality, so the canoe was eventually rejoined. This took an act 
of willpower as the grass bank had become surprisingly comfortable and 
a welcome change of position.

As the church wasn’t open to look round, we got back into the canoe 
and, by mid afternoon, had reached a place called Wargrave and a pub 
called the George & Dragon. Taking the opportunity to get out, have a 
pint and study the maps, we ventured in and got a waterside table from 
where we could keep an eye on the canoe. Reading and the Kennet & 
Avon were getting close and we still had hopes of reaching the canal by 
nightfall. By the way, pub talk has it that the magician Paul Daniels lives 
near by.

The weather was starting to change as the day progressed and by 
night we were at a village called Sonning. This looked like a perfectly 
good place to camp and, as it was dark by this time, we stopped and 
took up residence under the arch of a Victorian road bridge. Just around 
the bend there was a luxurious waterside hotel restaurant called the 
French Horn. It had a huge selection of spirits and wines but no sign of 
beer and only sold drinks with expensive meals that we couldn’t afford, 
anyway. It was one of those places where each drink has the appropriate 
glass and even the waiters were wearing pristine white dinner jackets to 
serve customers.

After hauling the canoe and all our possessions under the bridge (out 
of sight in the darkness and out of mind), Harry and I went to a pub 
next door. There was a wedding going on so, after a pint, we returned to 
the bridge and cooked up some tinned sausage and beans. It still tasted 
good, though.

Anticipating next year
The bridge turned out to be a blessing in disguise. It rained hard 

during the night and, when we woke, the next morning it was still 
raining. After having a lie in, Harry and I took a leisurely breakfast 
under the bridge in the hope the rain might stop with the onset of day 
but it didn’t. Finally accepting the weather, we donned our waterproofs, 
carried everything down to the river and left Sonning behind us.

By  m idday  we  had 
reached the river junction 
for the Kennet & Avon and 
Oxford Canals. Meandering 
off to our right, the Thames 
continued up to Oxford 
and to our left the Kennet 
flowed under a bridge from 
Reading. After a quick 
photo stop we turned left, 
paddled through the centre 
of Reading and reached our 
first lock, which marked the 
start of the Kennet & Avon. 
By contrast to the modern 
automated technology of the 
Thames we were now back 
with the old wooden beam 
locks and one that looked 
as though it needed some 
maintenance work, at that. 
Searching around in the 
bottom of the canoe, I found 
my second windlass (the 
lock key being a different 
size from that needed for the 

Wey Navigation) and we let ourselves through lock number 1 and onto 
the canal.

Leaving Reading behind, the landscape quickly returned to 
countryside and it was only a short distance to our pickup point at 
Theale. This was a nice end to the trip and a good starting point for 
next year. It had even stopped raining.
Lee Ashenden paddled with Harry Clewlow.

River traffic makes the water choppy on the approach to Henley bridge.

Sonning’s useful brick tent.



Test
Silicon Rescue Tape

it resists temperatures up to 260˚C and insulates to 8kV. 
Apparently it also resists saltwater, fuels, oil, acids, solvents 
and UV rays. This means it can be used for some emergency 
repairs on your car or anything else where you can wrap it 
round and round.

The more you stretch it, the more effective the fusing, 
which begins immediately contact is made so that it should 
not be repositioned and cannot be 
reused. 3 to 5 layers are suggested with 
50% overlap and 80 - 130mm at each 
end of any joint which needs to be 
pressure tight.

Here is a new solution. Now, what is 
your problem?

Brookbank 
move

After a decade of 
trading under Mark 
Burch, Brookbank 
Canoes & Kayaks have 
moved to large new 
premises in Stockport. 
They now have 1,700m2 
of superstore at Unit 
D1-D3, Stockport 
Trading Est, Yew St, 
Stockport, Cheshire 
SK4 2JZ, off junction 1 
of the M60. Their other 
contact details remain 
unchanged.

Sadly, their 
CanoeXpo at Stoneleigh 
last year did not prove 
a financial success and 
is not being repeated 
although Valley were 
to run an alternative 
show at Nottingham 
in March. [0161 474 
1411]

Securing 
your car keys

Where do you put 
your car keys while you 
are on the water? On 
top of the wheel, like 
everybody else? A thief 
watching from the other 
side of the carpark only 
has to see you bend 
down to know where 
to find them. Nauticalia 
have a combination 
key safe. Like a large 
combination padlock, 
it measures 180 x 76 
x 25mm and can be 
used to secure your 
keys somewhere on the 
outside of your vehicle. 
The combination can 
be changed after your 
trip if you wish. Price 
is £19.95. If you prefer 
to take your keys (or 
camera or mobile 
phone) with you they 
have the Waterbuoy by 
Seatriever International 
Ltd, containing a gas 
cylinder which operates 
after 5 seconds of 
immersion (as distinct 
from splashing) and will 
lift 1kg. The gas balloon 
contains an LED light, 
visible to 260m and 
operating for 24 hours. 
It costs £11.95. [0844 
854 0727]

Polyethylene 
slalom kayak

Italian manufacturers 
Rainbow are making 
a slalom kayak in 
polyethylene. The 
SL350 weighs 14kg and 
costs E595.

Keen to please the ladies
Keen have introduced the Whisper in sizes 4 to 8 as 

a slimmer version of their Newport water shoe. The 
upper soles is of saltwater resistant polyester webbing 
with added toe protection. The price is £64.99. 
They are also saving the planet with the Waimea H2 
Innertube at £34.99, a slide made from recycled tyre 
inner tubes. Another of their sandals is the Venice. Thus 
it is confusing that their backpacks include the 32l 
Newport at £69.99 and, for female users, the 10l Venice 
at £59.99. [01572 772500]

Standing up to paddle
Lagoon Watersports in Hove are promoting stand up 

paddleboarding at £39 per session with a chance to buy 
a board later for £600. Presumably this gives a better 
chance to see the sets as they approach although any 
other advantage over sitting down on a ski remains to 
be explained. [01273 424842]

Hard lens cases
Aquapac are making waterproof protective cases for 

digital cameras, both SLR and compact. They feature 
hard polycarbonate lenses which are impact resistant, 
light and UV protected. They are guaranteed to 5m in 
still water.

They also have a 25l Wet & Dry Backpack with 
separate compartments for the two categories of kit plus 
a quick access key pocket and several clip points for add 
on equipment. It is claimed to be completely waterproof 
and uses PU fabrics rather than PVC. A strengthener can 
be taken out and used as a backrest. It costs £65. [020 
7738 4466]

The Canoë Shop have introduced the Mayak, a 
multi use boat which resembles a short sit on top 

but is paddled by kneeling on it. Mayaks stack very 
compactly for places where that is an issue, are 2.4m 
long, 760mm wide and weigh 12kg. [00 33 3 81 63 

69 41]
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Inconvenient but incomparable
From Mick Bradshaw.

Thanks for the latest issue. I’ve never found it quite as easy to read 
on my PC screen as it was before lying in bed or sitting on the loo but 
it’s great that you are still publishing, albeit occasionally! Canoeist hasn’t 
been replaced by anything comparable; keep up the good work when 
you can!

Old wetsuits wanted
From Simon Stevens, 8 Everdon Rd, Coventry CV6 4FB.

I enjoy a wide range of watersports and I am a collector of wetsuits. I 
have a collection of over 20 suits of all types. I am 34 and I have cerebral 
palsy which affects my mobility, hand control, speech and sense of 
humour (in a positive way). Because I get cold easily in water I need to 
wear some type of wetsuit all year around.

As a collector of wetsuits, I would be extremely grateful and interested 
if you have any spare suits, including booties, hoods, gloves or cags, 
which you are able I send me. I do not mind whether they are new 
or used, clean or dirty, but ideally usable. Due to a middle age spread I 
would welcome larger kit as I have got a 48” chest and sized 10 feet but 
any size will be great.

Unified event
From Nick Johnson, Big River Challenge, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell.

I am sending out expression of interest emails to contacts within 
canoeing and other organizations with regards to a simultaneous 
organized canoe event to raise money for our charity, Combat Stress. Is 
this something in principal that would interest you?

The idea is to look at 5 or 6 clubs around the country, maybe more, 
depending on levels of interest; this would be for a simultaneous canoe 
event. Those participants would canoe between two points within a 
designated time frame - example a 2 hour canoe, a 4 hour canoe, a 10 
hour canoe to maybe a 24 hour canoe. This would therefore offer a 
unified approach to sponsorship, raise awareness of canoeing and offer 
access via club canoes to those who do not have canoes but would like 
to participate. This would mean that as primary organizers, Big River 
Challenge Ltd would be able to provide a greater level of support, 
awareness and fundraising for Combat Stress.

Below are a few of our aims and objectives. For the unified canoe 
event I do not have an idea of a set date in mind as this is a fairly 
organic approach, which anyone can suggest or offer advice with, but I 
would like it to be before/during summer 2009. In 2009 Combat Stress 
will be celebrating 90 years.

Our primary aim is to benefit and raise awareness of charities by 
raising money at events and expeditions organized by Big River 
Challenge, also through the use of multimedia channels like TV, radio, 
press, photography and the web.

To create awareness of cultures, traditions and communities visited by 
Big River Challenge through the use of multimedia channels like TV, 
radio, press, photography and the web.

Establish a longterm framework, continuing Big River Challenge 
aims by exploring and descending world wide rivers for charity.

To promote the sport of kayaking, rafting and canoeing to people of 
all ages and therefore increase the participation of the sport.

Please visit our website to read the full expression of interest letter on 
www.bigriverchallenge.com/news.

Paddle Portugal
Some say our rivers are similar to Corsica, others that they look like 

Norway or Italy; we think that they are similar to themselves and that’s 
the beauty of it.

We have paddled quite a few places around this world and still love 
our little beauties. Guess why?

We have a huge variety of white water from steep creeking to volume 
rivers, all at the same time, from grade III to VI... We’ve got it all.

They are mainly pool and drop, pretty much predictable, tough, rain 
dependent; we normally have rainy winters.

The best season is normally from November to April; the winter is a 
bit cold but nothing that regular paddling gear doesn’t handle.

Castro Laboreiro, Vez, Cavado, Minho, Mouro, Tamega, Louredo, Olo, 
Paiva, Varosa, Vouga, Tua, these are just river names but once you paddle 
them you are not going to forget.

These rivers are world class and are waiting for you...

This is a solution looking for 
a problem, tape but not as we 
know it, Jim. For a start, it hardly 
feels sticky at all yet it comes 
rolled, Swiss roll fashion, in clear 
plastic tape, which seems to 
offer the same sort of function 
as the backing to bicycle repair 
patches, except that it still isn’t 
sticky even when you remove 
the backing.

To make it stick you need 
to stretch it to at least twice its 
original length, the further the 
better, and then it sticks rigidly 
to itself but not to what is 
underneath. Thus, it is not going 
to fix that hole in your hull but it is ideal for splicing a piece 
of wood to your broken paddle shaft or tent pole. The seal 
is permanent and, if you make it tight enough, water and 
airtight. Indeed, it can be used underwater.

The tape is claimed to resist a pressure of 490g/mm2. Then 

Rigid
Watertight
Resists high 
temperature
Saltwater 
resistant

UV resistant

Doesn’t stick 
to substrate
Cannot be 
repositioned

Size - 3.7m x 26mm
Colours - red, black, blue, clear, green, 
orange, white, yellow
Price (inc VAT) - £7.99
Manufactured by Harbor Products Inc, 
630 S Pacific Ave # 112, San Pedro, CA 
90731, USA, tel 001 702 953 0968

A new kind of repair tape

Kid Hero Kanoë packs of 18 fruit filled sponge cakes 
are made in France for Belgian firm Chabrior. C1 is 
seen as the ideal delivery method. Apricot is one of 

the flavours on offer.

The Buff, that head garment which can be worn in 
umpteen different ways, has now been upgraded. 

It works by wicking perspiration away from the 
body but this attracts bacteria which bring their 

own odours. All Buffs are now being treated with 
Polygiene, a silver ion  treatment which attacks 

bacteria, keeps the garment odour free and fresher 
for longer and lasts the lifetime of the garment. 

[01707 852244]

Longridge have 
issued a smart new 
brochure for 2009 

including open 
canoes, playboats, 

bell boats and dragon 
boats with coaching 
for youngsters and 
for coaches. [01628 

486595]

The German Torqeedo Ultralight 420 is a power unit 
with a lithium-manganese battery, able to be steered 
by the rudder controls and weighing just 7kg all in. 
Everything is waterproof and the motor switches off 
in the event of a capsize. With a 28kg 3.7m kayak 

it was found to give a range of 5.3km at 8.9km/h in 
36 mins while a range of 20km was obtainable in 5 
hours at 4km/h. An integrated GPS unit allows the 

speed and distance information to be shown on the 
control unit. [00 49 8151 268 67 0]

Whisper, Newport and Waimea.
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Aquapac SLR and compact waterproof camera cases.
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Skyak 
inundated

Skyak were featured 
on the Countryfile 
programme last year. 
They spent several 
minutes taking Ben 
Fogle in a kayak at 
Ord. As a result they 
were inundated with 
enquiries. [01471 
833428]

Cool 
performance

CoreControl from 
Corecool claims 20 - 
50% improved strength, 
stamina and power for 
fit athletes and promises 
to be the must have 
standard item across all 
sports. It is a cooling 
glove, into which the 
hand is placed for 2 
to 8 minutes, resulting 
in blood going to the 
muscles rather than to 
the skin for cooling. 
Apparently ice and 
cool towels have the 
opposite effect as they 
close down blood 
vessels near the skin, 
preventing heat loss 
and raising the core 
temperature. If you find 
your rivals wearing 
gloves on a hot day and 
then going 50% faster, 
you know their secret. 
[07816 257758]

Work at your 
hobbies

Sport and adventure 
club 8th Day are 
planning to expand 
across the country 
from London and are 
seeking organizers in 
other areas. If you wish 
to be involved in a 
whole range of outdoor 
activities and be paid 
for it, call them. [020 
8390 1494]

Scottish ferries 
drop charges

CalMac are no longer 
charging for canoes 
carried on board by foot 
passengers. However, 
these are considered 
to be a bit more than 
hand baggage, may be 
restricted in where they 
can be put and require 
groups to check in 
advance on availability 
of space.

Transparency 
versus greenwash

There are certain words you have to trot out 
if you want your business to be trendy, these days. 
Environmental, eco, carbon footprint, sustainable, 
recycle, organic and terms of that ilk are as important 
as the adjectives on a restaurant menu. Clothing firm 
Rapanui, set up on the Isle of Wight and placed as one 
of the Top 100 Startups of 2008, use a single term for 
these, ‘greenwash’. They counter it with ‘transparency’. 
Their website allows you to see where their clothing is 
sourced, the quality of the working conditions and the 

energy used and 
to ask questions. 
Their clothing is 
made in a wind 
and solar powered 
factory in India. 
The Drake-Knight 
brothers hope you 
will do your own 
research on their 
webs i te  before 
buying and make 
informed choices.

Canoe taxis in London
Danny Gillard and Niamh Walsh run Thames River 

Adventures Ltd, a water equivalent of the rickshaw. They 
began on the non tidal Thames in 2007 and have now 
moved onto the Regent’s Canal. The service runs April 
- October and customers can take short or long rides. If 
they wish to take over the paddling they can do so with 
suitable coaching. They don’t promise speed but do offer 
a different viewpoint.

Thain Leisure are distributing Surf Gel in 
a water, sweat and wind resistant gel to 

eliminate wetsuit rash, both by preventing 
rashes from starting and by healing them 

once started. Coconut flavoured, it can also 
be used to treat chapped lips and dry skin 

and costs £7.95.

Plastic packing cases
P&M Packing are manufacturing heavy duty plastic 

Storm cases with foam linings to cushion contents. They 
provide protection against saltwater, shock, vibration, 
dust, bears and elephants. Padlocks can be fitted and they 
have valves which adjust air pressure without letting 
in water. A Storm Trak range also have wheels and 
telescopic handles. [023 8062 3770]

Rockley Watersports run Children’s Summer Camps 
for 7 years old upwards. Using Pool Park lake for 
paddling, dinghy sailing and windsurfing makes 
it a safe place for novices. Instructors are all RYA 

qualified. [01202 666479]

Reeds almanac 
offline

A company set up to 
offer Reeds Nautical 
Almanac online has 
failed. Adlard Coles 
Nautical, who did not 
own the company but 
supplied information 
to it, have offered to 
supply subscribers 
a free paper copy of 
the 2010 edition. The 
company had hoped 
to exploit the fact that 
they would have been 
able to give immediate 
updates to the 48,000 
changes a year made to 
the almanac.

Getting to 
the bottom 
of things

The foreword to 
Canals of Britain 
has been written by 
Chris Coburn, invited 
because he tends to 
reach the places others 
don’t with narrowboats, 
like halfway down 
weirs. His firm, Lee 
Sanitation which 
promotes heads, boat 
toilets to landlubbers, 
also has some original 
and memorable 
advertising, including 
a van painted to show 
the driver seated on a 
loo. At boat shows they 
serve punch out of a 
toilet bowl. Then again, 
perhaps it is the fault of 
one of the sales team, 
Michael Punter, Grunt 
to some slalom, polo 
and marathon paddlers, 
a former salesman for 
Pete Howard. Last year 
Mike raised money 
for the UK Myeloma 
Cancer Charity by 
taking part in the DW 
Race and also paddled 
from Banbury to Herne 
Bay in a week.

Dispose of 
thoughtfully

If you have a 
121.5MHz EPIRB then 
you shouldn’t. Rescue 
calls should now be 
on 406MHz units. 
Old units should be 
disposed of in such a 
way that they do not 
begin transmitting from 
your local rubbish 
tip, even if nobody 
is supposed to be 
listening.

After three decades 
of building sea 

kayaks Golziana have 
diversified into surf 
with the Wavyak, 
which they believe 
is the missing link 
for waves. Aimed 
at the novice end 
of the market, it is 
built in glassfibre at 
10kg or even carbon 

fibre, allowing it 
to be as fast and 
manœuvrable as 
a surf kayak or 

composite waveski 
and much faster than 

a plastic one while 
not having the concerns of being trapped inside 

which some users fear could result from capsizing 
a surf kayak. Dimensions are 2.30m x 700mm, to 
carry a 90kg paddler. The tri fin hull is flat with 
medium rocker (inspired by bodyboards) with a 
slight V to the rear of the fins, the bow rounded 

and the stern square with a power box for fast take 
offs. The design was prepared by Joparesi Simões 

and Eduardo Traveira. [00 351 962665624]
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Two decades of Nike ACG
Nike are celebrating twenty years of their All Conditions Gear, beginning with footwear tough enough for the 

outdoors without being heavy, allowing users to move from the city to sport to sport without having to change to 
a different set of gear each time. Steadily, a whole range of clothing followed, not least for paddlers. Products in the 
2009 range often refer back to earlier products.

Two silhouettes are available for the Blazerboot, 
developed from the 2007 Soaker with herringbone 

tread evolved from early basketball boots. The upper 
is of mesh and there are ports in the midsole for 

expelling water.

A stock picture to promote the Brad Water Short.

The Vertical Superlight 
Shell weighs just 61g but 

includes chest pocket 
zip.

The Strappy Sanded 
Tank is named after its 

interesting but functional 
straps on a garment 
with built in bra and 

length to 150mm below 
natural waist for those 

who don’t want the bare 
midriff look.

Latest products 
include the women’s 
SS Water top and the 

corresponding men’s top 
and stretch shorts with 
printed non slip seat.

A partial elastic waist, 
mesh liner and buttoned 
side pockets are features 

of the Basic Water 
Short, which includes 

an original ACG triangle 
multicolour print.

Helly Hansen’s Kidsafe 
buoyancy aid at £35 is 
intended to support a 
child of 10 - 25kg in a 

face up position.

At £120, the Helly Welly 
claims to be the ultimate 

in warmth, dryness, 
comfort and style.
[0115 960 8797]

If you are someone who 
loses hats to the wind, Henri 

Lloyd have the answer at 
£30. Just clip the elasticated 
cap retainer onto your hat 

and some other part of your 
kit and it won’t go far.

With petty theft on the increase, the 
Neulock has been designed to beat the 
tools usually used by criminals to get 
past conventional padlocks. Parts are 
bolted through the door and frame, 

have a hardened steel front and the seven lever pick 
resistant lock is interchangeable. In a test, experts 

were unable to make progress against it after a five 
minute sustained attack.

Surfers Against Sewage have new branded organic 
clothing to support their cause. Accessories include 
fair trade hemp belts made in Peru and wax combs. 
They claim their leashes are the world’s only recycled 

ones, made from urethane cord and costing £15. 
[01872 553001]

The Windrush Headband is designed to significantly 
reduce wind noise but not other noise. It could be of 
value for paddlers on open water needing to keep 
their ears open for the approach of other craft. It 

has a smooth hard wearing exterior fabric and a soft 
microfleece lining. [01233 873138]
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Canoeing cabbie Danny Gillard, not in his usual 
travelling configuration.
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The Pack-
Mate Racor 

home storage 
system by 

Scott Brothers 
is intended 
to help you 
declutter 

your garage, 
probably no 

better way than 
by hanging your 
craft from the 
ceiling. [01477 

539500]



Blue Active Gel 
reckons it has all the 
ingredients, including 

golden emu oil, 
glucosamine sulphate, 

aloe vera and willow bark 
extract. Thus it should 

be better at curing aches 
and pains resulting from 
watersports and should 

cool immediately on 
application. It costs £7.95 
for 50ml. [01526 344971]

Yet another Chinese 
product, a mountaineering 
tent from Polar Camping. 

[00 86 592 5662990]

Call for stricter 
monitoring of 
flares

Chemring Marine, 
who manufacture the 
Pains Wessex and 
Comet brands, have 
called for stricter 
quality control of 
distress signals. Some 
from outside the EU are 
copies of EU products 
but can be substandard. 
They have also called 
for a tightening up on 
flares which go beyond 
their expiry dates.

The MCA are 
suggesting that flares 
have had their day and 
that electronics are 
the future, not least 
because the coastguard 
rarely use them but 
are regularly handed 
out of date flares for 
disposal. On the other 
hand, helicopter pilots 
would rather home on 
a flare than a beacon, 
to the extent that a 
victim has been asked 
to switch on his mobile 
phone on occasion to 
give something visual 
to seek. The bottom 
line seems to be that 
the coastguard have no 
obligation to dispose of 
flares and don’t want 
the expense of sending 
an armoured lorry 
around the country 
to collect them. The 
last time I disposed 
of flares, out of date, 
rather corroded and 
irreplaceable after a 
Home Office official 
had effectively banned 
them, I handed them 
over to the local police. 
The receiver probably 
knew more about their 
condition than I did. 
I have never seen a 
policeman sweat so 
freely as he took down 
the details.

UK 
Hydrographic 
Office 
partnering 
opportunity

The UK Hydrographic 
Office have been 
seeking ‘forward 
thinking’ organizations 
to develop and launch 
paper and digital 
navigation products 
under the Admiralty 
Leisure brand. As far 
as the digital side goes, 
please can we have 
someone sufficiently 
innovative to think 
beyond Windows!

Hot waves
If you thought a 

Wavebox was a tank 
used at exhibitions 
to pour out water for 
freestylers, beware. The 
name is now also being 
used for a portable 
microwave unit.

Healthy 
energy drink

100% natural 
ingredients and no 
artificial flavours, 
colours, caffeine 
or stimulants are 
claimed to make 
bHIP the world’s first 
healthy energy drink. 
Apparently it promotes 
thermogenesis, boosts 
fat metabolism, has 
muscle and joint anti 
inflammatories, aids 
muscle recovery with 
cortisol inhibition, 
gives rapid rehydration 
and has a proprietary 
electrolyte replacement 
system which improves 
oxygen delivery and 
muscle performance. 
It solves problems you 
never knew you had.

before buying. White water, sea and surf are all close. 
Totnes Kayaks Academy also offers more comprehensive 
coaching through the full range of Star awards and 
coaching qualification courses in canoes as well as 
kayaks and a range of trips and expeditions are available, 
starting on the Dart estuary. [01803 864300]

Motorized kayaks, both sit on top and with 
cockpits, are appearing round the Florida coast. 

With a 10HP four stroke engine a speed of 40km/h 
is attainable but the motor is claimed to be quiet.

The mushroom 
theory of fitness

Haeon Ltd claim their Mikei Red Reishi Essence, 
extracted from reishi mushrooms grown on Japanese 
oak logs, is the best quality product of its kind and 
could be the ultimate performance aid. It is claimed 
to lower blood sugar levels, 
improve energy levels, help 
fatigue, act as an antioxidant 
and have anti inflammatory 
and  immune  boo s t ing 
properties with its water 
soluble polysaccharides and 
triterpenes. Improved blood 
flow and lowered hear t 
oxygen consumption should 
be of particular interest to 
competitors.
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Rugby style cotton jerseys from Chatham come as 
striped Whistler at £55 for her or the single colour 
Cambridge at £59 for him. Relaxed fit is the order 
of the day. For him they have the Budleigh cotton 
madras shirt designed to look like linen, in pink or 
blue, sizes S - XXL at £55. The similar size range 

applies to the Golfo shorts in oak or storm blue. If 
the £59 price leaves you short of readies, they have 

conveniently deep pockets. The women’s equivalents 
are the Jura linen shirt in sizes 10 - 20 in white, mint, 

pale blue or pink at £59 and the Moray 3/
4 length 

trousers in red, navy or jade in the same size range 
at £55. [0845 270 0217]
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Dressing for action
Crewsaver’s CSR Menace rash vests are 86% Nylon 

and the rest Spandex, designed to prevent rubbing 
when worn under a wetsuit or alone for sun protection 
in warm weather. Collars are high and soft for sun 
protection and the long sleeved versions have thumb 
loops to assist donning. Ladies have sizes 8 - 16 and 
men have child - XL. There are also one piece suits 
for children, equivalent to factor 40 sunblock but not 
as cool. Finally, there are UV hats with peaks and neck 
protection so that the little darlings can pretend they’ve 
joined the French Foreign Legion.

The CSR System Tri-Season One Piece Wetsuit is 
titanium lined with minimum seam construction and 
flex panels, glued and blindstitched for warmth, flexibility 
and comfort.

The Yak Titan drysuit in breathable 3 layer fabric also 
has prebent arms and shoulders, neoprene protection over 
latex wrist and neck seals, rear entry metal zip, Cordura 
knee and seat reinforcement, adjustable waistband, socks 
with adjustable ankles, chest pocket and relief zip.

New cags include the Legend in 4 way stretch fabric 
and 3 way articulated sleeve system, in brown/yellow 
or camouflage for river running. Another top end cag is 
the Conquest for sea touring, made in 3 layer breathable 
ripstop fabric with taped seams, latex wrist seals with 
PU protective cuffs, twin waist seals, peaked hood which 
can be stowed in the collar, 3 way prebent arms, no 
seams under the arms, reflective shoulders, hood and zip 
backings, fleece lined hand warmer pocket and other 
pockets, the waterproof zips having places to secure the 
sliders. Sizes are S - XL.

The Axel buoyancy aid is cut for action, has two 
separate soft PVC foam panels at the front for freedom 
of fit and movement, fleece lined warmer pockets, 
padded neoprene shoulder straps, hidden pocket with 
key securing point, knife lash tab, reflective piping and 
loops to attach the Oasis hydration pack.

Put that lot on and you won’t know which pocket to 
use to warm your hands.

The 70N Vent buoyancy aid claims to be non 
restr icting with the buoyancy fore and aft, stretch 
mesh sides with quick release buckles on pairs of belts, 
a buckled neoprene waistband and a zip front. Two 
expanding front pockets with drain holes are in addition 
to a secure mesh inner pocket. An Oasis hydration pack 

Totnes move
After three years of trading Tom Morris has moved 

Totnes Kayaks to a new waterfront location at Baltic 
Wharf on the River Dart. While he obtains products 
which are often not available in the southwest, an 
important part of his service is free have a go sessions 
for potential customers. Buyers will be able to take a 
boat from the showroom and try it out on the water 
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Northern Sound are making canoes which are as 
near to the original thing as you will get these days. 

Robert Corradi cannot obtain birchbark but he is 
using 5mm birch plywood. From there, everything 
is genuine, with sheathing in walnut. His models 
are Chapelle’s Algonkin and Abnaki and they are 

claimed to be tough. Price is £2,700 - 3,700. [01844 
338229]

Rash vest, shorts and one piece child’s rash suit.

Man’s long and woman’s short sleeved rash vest.

UV hat and Titan drysuit.

Axel and Vent buoyancy aids.

can be fitted. Neoprene shoulder straps are padded. The 
ripstop outer is in orange/black or blue/black with 
reflective piping and lash tab. Sizes are S/M, M/L and 
XL. [023 9252 8621]

The BHG Marine stand at the 
PSP Southampton Boat Show 

included Linder aluminium 
and Seveylor inflatable canoes. 

[1590 613600]
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25 years of rediscovery
To celebrate 25 years of the Discovery series Johnson Outdoors 

have reintroduced two old favourites. The 119 is a solo canoe, 3.58m x 
830mm, weighing 20kg, able to carry up to 230kg and costing £549. 
It has a flat bottom with keel, straight sides and moderate rocker. All 
Discoveries are in Super Linear polyethylene for strength. The Sport 
15 has a transom stern so that it can be paddled, be rowed or take a 
motor. 4.65m x 1.02m, it has flared sides and full length chines to give 
stability in what is a roomy boat. Three Nylon web seats are matched by 
three grab handles to lift its 51kg. It can carry 770kg and costs £899. 
Gunwales are in vinyl. As well as being available in traditional red or 
green, models are available in a striking sunrise colour scheme.

There are two additions to the Old Town Vapor series of recreational 
kayaks. The Vapor 10 is 3.01m x 720mm with a cockpit large enough 
to take an adult with a child and there is even a moulded in paddle rest. 
The weight is 20kg, carrying capacity 150kg and cost £339. The Vapor 
10XT is a couple of kilograms heavier and costs an extra £40 as it has 
a hinged cover for the stern storage well, storage space for electrical 
gadgets, cup holder, thigh pads, adjustable footpegs and carrying handles.

One of the smartest kayaks around is the Necky Chatham 16 Carbon 
which weighs 21kg for its 5.00m length. Its carbon fibre construction 
is claimed to be far in excess of the usual laminates used in canoeing. It 
comes with adjustable thigh braces, retractable skeg, three Valley hatch 
covers, recessed deck fittings and reflective rigging.

Pacific Action Kayak Sail Systems originated in New Zealand and 
resemble Polynesian crab claw designs. The twin masts are on elasticated 
line so that they rise on the plastic mast foot when the control sheets 
are released. The 1kg rig can be lowered to the deck or stored inside the 
boat for paddling. The sail can reach across the wind up to 90˚ from the 
downwind direction and the sail automatically releases gusts. Three sizes 
go from 1m at £229 to 2.2m at £269.

Johnson Outdoors have become the distributors for Geonav marine 
electronics. These products were previously owned by Navionics and 
are well respected. The Geonav 4Gipsy chartplotter has a 90mm screen, 
weighs under 300g, is waterproof and can be used with Navionics Land 
& Sea Gold or Silver charts. The Geonav 3 at £299 weighs only 110g, 
has a rechargeable lithium battery, is waterproof and uses the Navionics 
Gold charts. [01493 745192]

The Discovery 119, reintroduced.

The Sport 15, also back.

The distinctive sunrise colour scheme.

The new Vapor 10.

The deluxe Vapor 10XT with added goodies.

Johnson Outdoors are now the distributors 
for the Geonav 4Gipsy and Geonav 3 

chartplotters.

The Pacific Action kayak sail can reach 
across the wind.

Part of Johnson Outdoors’ stand at the PSP Southampton Boat Show. The black model is 
the Necky Chatham 16 in carbon fibre.

A selection of countries using canoeing 
on brochures, DVDs and other media this 
year to encourage the general public to 
take holidays with them. Sit on tops and 
other recreational paddling predominate, 

for obvious reasons, but there is also some 
more specialist publicity. Further canoeing 
photographs from the tourist trade appear 

on the following pages.



41
CANOEIST April 2009CANOEIST April 2009

40

M
ul

un
gu

sh
i V

ill
ag

e 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

s

Club Ambiance, Runaway Bay, 
JamaicaPi

ca
sa

 2
.6

G
öt

eb
or

gp
lu

s

Bohuslan

Gobierno de Navarra photographs

Pe
ru

Po
la

r 
Te

le
vi

ze
 O

st
ra

va

El
 N

id
o 

Re
so

rt
s 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s

N
ei

l R
ab

in
ow

itz
Bitter End Yacht ClubM

ek
on

g 
La

o 
Tr

av
el

 p
ho

to
gr

ap
hs

Laos

Pr
o 

Im
ag

en

Costa Rica

Tuolumne County

Te
rr

i M
et

z

Pine Mountain Lake
Te

rr
i M

et
z

G
t L

ak
es

 o
f N

 A
m

er
ic

a

Ohio

Pl
ac

en
ci

a 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

s

M
ar

m
ar

is

M
ic

ha
el

 M
el

fo
rd

 In
c

Wood Creek Pond, Norfolk, Conecticut

Br
un

ei
 T

ou
ris

m



43
CANOEIST April 2009CANOEIST April 2009

42

Dottie was Keith Ayres’ first attempt at boat building, an entry 
in Water Craft’s Amateur Boat Building awards. A 5.2m long 

Endeavour 17 by Steve Killing, she uses western red cedar with 
lime and black walnut, took over 500 hours and cost about £700 

to build. Bulkheads are of polystyrene block.

John Greenford’s Luing, described in our Mar 05 issue, shown by 
the Thames Traditional Boat Society.

Melodie, a 6.71 x 1.37m electric canoe built by Freebody in 1998, 
priced at £33,500. The drinks holders are not a new idea, just a bit 

more classy than some.

The Adventure Dolphin Centre got members of the public afloat 
and offered free coaching. The manned submarine is a regular 

visitor to the show.

It was good to see the National Maritime Museum Cornwall 
bringing out some exhibits for public display, rather than leaving 
them stored away. This Peterborough was one of the boats they 

brought up from Falmouth.

MAS Epoxies displayed a Prospector Ranger built by Peter 
Lawrence, who was enthusiastic about their products. In the 

background is his Cottage Cruiser.

A Fairey Pixie from 1955, hot 
moulded in veneer and splitting in 

two for transport.

The Thames Vintage Boat Club showed Gena, built in 1903 by 
Tom Horsham & Son.

A display of Tyne folding kayaks by Roger French on Frank 
Stevenson’s stand drew interest and requests about new skins. 

Roger suggests materials might be obtained from Protective 
Textiles in Chessington, 020 8974 1271, or Point North in 

Holyhead.

Stanley Thomas Brokerage showed Rogue, a 7.6m mahogany 
canoe on oak timbers, powered by a 2 stroke twin cylinder petrol 
engine. Built about 1926, the canoe was expected to fetch about 

£20,000.

At the other end of the spectrum was a Stearns BackCountry, 
ready to roll up and take away.

A pair of Sea Eagles to get people afloat simply.

Blackbird is a Tyne while the Wild Things Wild One is more recent.

The annual Beale Park 
Thames Boat Show draws as 
wide a selection of traditional 
canoes as  you wil l  f ind 
anywhere. Some are regular 
visitors, others being models 
you will not see for decades 
at a time. There is a chance 
to try some out on the water, 
with free coaching if desired. 
Models range from the smallest 
of playboats up to launch sized 
powered canoes luxuriously 
fitted out, from the cheap and 
cheerful to models with five 
figure price tags. If you can’t 
find what you want, there are 
craftsmen ready to take your 
order for whatever you would 
like. Alternatively, just treat it 
as an enjoyable day out with  a 
gathering of boating enthusiasts 
and all facilities on site.
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Angling on the Tay at Stanley
This is intended to provide more details to regular users about angling 

on the Stanley stretch of the River Tay. It should be read alongside the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code and the key points of the Access Code 
for paddlers leaflet, The Paddlers Code published by the SCA, as these 
provide the legal framework for access on this and other rivers.

Though coarse angling is undertaken here you are most likely to 
come into conflict with salmon anglers. The salmon angling season 
on the Tay runs from 15th January to 15th October but the activity is 
concentrated at either end of the season to tie in with the main runs of 
fish in the spring and autumn.

Spring season 15th January to 30th April
The spring run arrives at Stanley early in the season and this is why 

the angling proprietors on the lower Tay are especially concerned about 
disturbance early in the year. March is usually most sensitive though 
April can be productive, too. Further upstream, May and June are the 
sensitive times.

The weir at Stanley forms a temperature barrier in the early part of 
the year, discouraging the fish from going further upstream and making 
Benchil and Catholes two of the best beats on the river for spring 
angling.

Through May and June far less salmon come through and most of 
those that do don’t stop long enough to be caught. Bank fishing operates 
on a summer permit system but it should be a time of limited tension or 
conflict. It means that, in angling terms, this is a relatively good time to 
come paddling at Stanley.

Summer and autumn season 1st July to 15th October
Early on, much of the interest is in grilse. These fish 

return to the river after they have been out at sea for one 
winter only. They are relatively small (4 - 8 lbs) but good 
to eat. If the river is high they run straight through but 
in low water they may stop for a while on the lower Tay. 
Runs of grilse typically arrive from the start of July to 
mid August and if the water is low this can be a sensitive 
time.

The main salmon runs start in July but these early 
fish are heading far further upstream and are unlikely to 
stop for long on the lower Tay unless low water deters 
them from venturing upriver. Later fish don’t go so far 
upstream to spawn but accumulate in the main stem of 
the Tay and its lower tributaries, the Earn, Almond and 
Isla. It is in August through to mid October that the 
angling is at its best on this stretch of the river. This is 
when the chances of catching salmon and the price of 
the angling are at their highest.

Once again it is very dependent on water levels. The 
Pitlochrie Pool fishes well in higher water whereas in low 
water conditions pools such as the Gean Tree, Catholes 
Stream, Black Stones (lefthand side below the weir) and 
the Skellies (below the lower weir but above the get out 
point at Thistlebrig) come into their own.

With less water, disturbance is more likely. Tension 
between anglers and paddlers tends to occur when the 
water is low and this is compounded by other factors, 
too: All things being equal, the Stanley beats fish best in 
low water but low water on the Tay often means lower 
water on other rivers. This brings more paddlers to 
Stanley in dry spells.

 
Angling techniques

Whether the angler is after spring fish, salmon or grilse 
(or sea trout, for that matter) the basic technique remains 
the same. The beat is fished from top to bottom so that 
all the water is covered but the fish, which are moving 
upstream, are only disturbed once.

The beat is divided up into angling pools. Pools may 
be large or small, deep or shallow. An angling pool may 
not look like a pool at all. It is simply a place where 
fish lie. Several Stanley pools are at the head or tail of a 
section of rough water. If you’re playing at one of these 
take care not to break out into the pool, especially it is 
being fished, or if an angler is just upstream.

A key point here, one on which anglers and paddlers 
tend not to agree, concerns the point at which 

disturbance to angling pools becomes unreasonable or irresponsible. 
Sufficient to note here is the importance anglers place on keeping a 
pool quiet when it is not being fished and the ways in which their 
activity is undertaken to achieve this end.

When the river is in spate, angling is difficult or impossible but in 
ordinary high water anglers use a technique called harling. This involves 
a motorboat. The motor holds the boat against the current with fishing 
lines trailing out well downstream. This minimizes engine noise in the 
pool that is being fished. The boat is manœuvred across, down, then 
back across the stream and this enables the angler to cover the full width 
and length of the beat.

It should usually be possible to paddle past on one side or the other 
but you should wait for a signal to proceed. NB in high water conditions 
the noise of the water can make communication difficult.

In lower water other techniques come into play. More of the river can 
be covered from the bank or by wading out into the river. Boats can be 
anchored safely in the current so that the water on either side can be 
fished.

In medium or low water a spinning rod may be used. This is a short 
rod with a weighted lure called a toby attached. The toby enables the 
line to be cast up to 60m. As it is wound back in it spins. The spinning 
movement attracts the fish to bite.

In low water, fly fishing is the preferred method. A variety of artificial 
flies are used with a long rod. The line is not cast so far as with a 
spinning rod but more skill is involved in putting the fly into the right 
spot to attract a bite.

It is often better to paddle behind an angler who is in the water so 
as not to disturb the pool he is fishing or the water just downstream 
but, again, you should wait for a signal to proceed and use your own 
judgement as to whether the route indicated is practicable or not.
Dave Stubbs

Paddle Round the Pier
Huge crowds headed down to Hove Lawns to help raise a massive 

£20,000 for the three charities.
This figure, which is still not the final amount, beat the previous year’s 

total of £13,000, making this event the biggest ever and this was backed 
up by the estimated crowd total of 10,000 on the Saturday alone.

Despite the rain on Sunday morning, meaning the event had to be 
cancelled by 1pm, the fun didn’t stop as the crowds headed across to the 
Brunswick pub to enjoy the bands and donate more money to the fund.

The team decided to hold the actual Paddle Round the Pier on 
Saturday 19th July so that people who raised their sponsorship money 
could still have a chance to take part, then head to Brighton Sailing 
Club for a BBQ.

We are so pleased with the amount of money raised for our charities. 
It’s great to see so many people visiting the festival and having a good 
time.

Naturally we were disappointed with the weather on Sunday but we 
have to put safety issues first.

I must thank the paddle crew and water safety teams for all their hard 
work in the months leading up to the paddle and over the weekend; it 
really is a big team effort.

We should all express our gratitude to our headline sponsors, the 
Custom Group, as without their sponsorship (and support) the paddle 
would never happen.

The three charities to benefit from this record amount of money are 
the RNLI, the Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice and SurfAid 
International.

Dates have been set for this year’s event which will be held on 4th 
and 5th of July. Anyone wanting to volunteer to help should email 
volunteers@paddleroundthepier.com.
Dave Samuel

Some of you may already have seen details about ICF rule updates.
Many of the changes are really clarifications of existing good 

refereeing.
There are several elements which are likely to affect the way the 

game is played and, perhaps as importantly, may jar with some players’ 
expectations.

Red card
Red cards now span 2 games, the game being played and the next.
(The next might be the first game at the next tournament).

Rugby style advantage
The referee may choose to play on for the next sequence of play and 

then blow the whistle if an expected advantage fails.
This may be several seconds after ‘Play on’ has been called.
(It is likely some referees will change to the call ‘Advantage’ or ‘Play 

advantage’.)
The old rule ‘The whistle should not be blown after ‘Play on’ has 

been called’ no longer applies.

2 metre rule
Free shots awarded for fouls occurring within 2 metres of the goal 

line are moved back to the 2 metre line.

Blocking within 1 metre
Any player within 2 metres of the goal may block a free shot with 

a stationary hand or paddle after release but before it has travelled 1m 
(provided others are not endangered).

Deliberate fouls
Fouls are considered to be deliberate unless the player makes a clear 

attempt to avoid the foul. (The referee is judging what the player 
actually does rather than mind reading!)

Team cards
Expect increased use of team (green) cards this season

Information for the lowest divisions only

Buoyancy aids
We will be insistent on buoyancy aids being the same colour except 

where a properly fitting tabard of the correct colour is worn instead.

Boats
Every boat in a team should be at least 85% the same colour as the 

rest.
(Fablon and duct tape are fine). A blob of colour on a boat which 

otherwise does not match the team is not acceptable. It’s easy to fix and 
most players do not want to arrive at a tournament to be told they can’t 
play until their boat is colour matched.

Helmets
It’s to your advantage to play in the same colour; it helps you spot 

your team mates faster under pressure. However, in the lowest divisions 
this will not be strictly enforced during 2008/2009 season.

I don’t expect we’ll worry too much about numbers although correct 
is good.

Likewise, I doubt there’ll be too much upset if Lycras aren’t quite 
colour coded in the lowest divisions (so long as everyone has a Lycra) 
though matching is better. Tee shirts are acceptable.

Boats, paddles and helmets must be safe, properly approved with secure 
bumpers and visors with no sharp or metal edges.

The polo rule changes



Terry Heathcote & Fred 
Barter

Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 0378 4

Aug 20th 2008
260mm sq

160 pages, hardback
£19.99

The title does not do 
justice to the scope of this 
book, which covers from 
Freshwater to Bembridge 
and Hurst Castle to Selsey, 
including all the harbours 
and tidal estuaries to the 
north, even the Chichester 
Canal.
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The Solent

Douglas Justins & Colin 
Berry

Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 0599 3

1991. 5th edition 2008
190 x 250mm

27 pages, paperback
£9.99

For the fi fth edition there 
are some major changes to 
this book, none more so than 
the replacement of ABC (the 

airway, breathing, circulation mantra) with BLS, the less memorable 
basic life support, which puts circulation before mouth to mouth 
resuscitation, accepting that some people will not want to do it anyway. 
‘Victim not breathing normally... Do not even try to check for a pulse.’

The illustrations have been redrawn, less artistic but clearer in an 
emergency, and there have been other text changes, especially on 
choking. One change of concern is in the section on hypothermia 
where we are told to ‘replace wet clothing’, possibly ambiguous if read 
in a panic, which could well be the case.

This book is rather more than a reprint so older editions should now 
be replaced.

are some major changes to 
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First Aid at Sea

Stuart Fisher
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 1 4081 0517 7
Apr 2009

A4
304 pages, paperback

£25.00
This is the second book to be 

developed from the Canoeist guides, 
canals being our guides most often 
requested. There is new coverage, 
including the southern end of the 
Grand Union Canal, the main line 
of the Aire & Calder Navigation 
and the Neath and Tennant Canals, 
none of which will now be included 
in the magazine. Most deep water 
river navigations are not included so 

it is all devoted to canals. Much has been rewritten and there are many 
new photographs. The text has been adapted to be equally relevant to 
powered craft users and to walkers and cyclists on the towpath.

It has been some decades since the last comprehensive guide to the 
canals and the canal enthusiasts have been waiting for a replacement. 
Now Paddlers International are able to encourage other interests to 
enjoy our unique waterways heritage.
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Canals of Britain

everything. The international r iver 
gradings are sound but there are also 
American Canoe Association open water 
gradings, which can change from minute 
to minute, and overall trip ratings, which 
imply that distance, portages, wind, waves 
and other diffi culties increase together, 
rarely true. The deciding factor on 
whether you should continue with your 
trip may be lost in a sea of other numbers 
if you rely on enumerating everything. 
There are also sea grades. Class 6 has 
winds of force 10 to 12, apparently, 
‘conditions for experts only with full 
knowledge of the risks involved.’ Sorry, 
the experts I know would all be safely 

off the water long before that.
Maybe it is the Human Kinetics influence 

that puts physical fi tness at the beginning and 
basic strokes in the second half of the book, 
which is intended as an introductory guide. The 

information needed by a novice includes equipment, 
logistics, safety, sea and white water river paddling and 

environmental issues, all covered.
Surprisingly, advice is given to clip the car keys into the kayak to 

prevent losing them, which simply adds another problem if you part 
company with your boat. Buoyancy aids often have loops in pockets for 
this purpose, a safer place to store them.

It is suggested that shallow water in a river is slower, true in any cross 
section but not in the sense of ‘Still waters run deep.’

Illustration is with colour photographs and drawings. The sketch of a 
stopper (or hydraulic) is as good as you will fi nd anywhere.

The fi nal 17 pages are devoted to multiple choice questions to see 
if you have remembered what you have read. More often than not the 
choice is ‘True’ or ‘False’ whereas you will frequently want to answer ‘It 
depends.’

It is interesting to note that numbers of white water kayaks are static 
in the USA although recreational paddling on placid water is growing 
dramatically.

Provided with the book is a DVD with two sections by ACA 
instructors. The fi rst, Smart Start for Paddlers, is excruciating, an instructor 
standing reading ACA safety posters for 14 minutes. You are every bit as 
capable of reading them out for yourself and there are plenty of lists of 
rules in the book, including ‘Obey all rules and regulations.’ The cartoon 
of a stopper is technical nonsense and should be replaced by one based 
on the drawing in the book.

The slightly longer fi lm, Quick Start Your Kayak, is by Kent Ford and 
very much better. You will remember watching a woman trying to swim 
to her kayak as the breeze wafts it away, for example, long after you have 
forgotten lists of rules.

It is good to see Human Kinetics producing paddling books but 
the ACA’s contribution is more politically correct (including frequent 
changes of gender) and littered with don’ts than I fi nd comfortable, 
unlikely to enthuse a newcomer, which is a shame as there is plenty of 
sound material within the pages.

It is described as a photographic portrait. With the sad exception 
of the cover picture, the photographic work is all by the late Terry 
Heathcote and covers every aspect of the marine environment from 
wildlife to commerce, including one of those classic pictures, a 
cormorant perched on a ‘Private - no fi shing’ notice.

Captions and brief notes have been added by journalist Fred Barter, 
including the month each picture was taken. A sign of the times is 
the news that the annual sandcastle building competition at West 
Wittering has now been banned by environmentalists to prevent beach 
disturbance.

Although the pictures have been taken largely from land, they cover 
a wide spectrum of aspects of the life and scenery which make up the 
marine environment of the Solent and its surroundings, an enjoyable 
browse for a couple of hours.

Reviews of new books 
and publications

Alan Watts
Adlard Coles Nautical, 36 Soho Sq, London 

W1D 3QY
978 0 7136 8153 6

220 x 140mm
156 pages, paperback

£12.99
This book varies from some of the author’s 

other books, which tend to be standard texts 
on what causes the weather to happen and 
how to interpret the signs. There are plenty of 
explanations here but this time they are often 
orientated towards individual weather events 
and oddities, more entertaining as a result. 

There could always be more. I did not fi nd the insects which used to 
be showered on us each evening in Baughurst when the sea breeze died 
out or the spectacular halo round the moon a couple of days after the 
Buncefi eld oil fi re but there is plenty of that ilk.

The back cover begins ‘Fed up with the forecasters getting it wrong?’ 
At a time when it seems they don’t want to be seen to have missed 
forecasting any bad weather, thus painting an unduly gloomy picture, 
it is interesting that they will not mention the term ‘hurricane’ when 
we are due to get dirty weather as American hurricanes peter out over 
here, in case they frighten the public.

This is the author’s most readable weather book.

Adlard Coles Nautical

other books, which tend to be standard texts 
on what causes the weather to happen and 
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explanations here but this time they are often 
orientated towards individual weather events 
and oddities, more entertaining as a result. 

Weather Wise

Mike Peyton
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8935 8
230 x 150mm

90 pages, paperback
£9.99

How many times can you write your 
autobiography differently? Here are two 
more from yachting cartoonist and journalist 
Mike Peyton, sometimes covering the same 
incidents, accompanied by a selection of 
his cartoons. At the centre of the action 
are the old sea dogs of the Flexible Yacht 
Club based around the Ferry Boat Inn at 
Fambridge on the Crouch, journeying 
along the Essex coast to the Humber and 
to points east and south. (At one time I used 
to water ski from there and partly fi lled my 
Triumph Spitfi re with water on a high tide, 
which surely stands me in good stead for 
membership of the club.)

Ever Wonder Why We Do It? is the more 
humorous book and we can enjoy the antics 
of these slightly disreputable yachties while 
not standing in the direct fi ring line of the 
author’s wit.

The Essex creeks have a unique character, 
suited to the author’s concept of Barking 
Dog Navigation in an area where landmarks 

can be infrequent. A development of the cloud above the island which 
lies over the horizon, its relies on such features as the dog barking from 
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978 0 7136 8291 5

Mike Peyton’s Floating Assets
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the end of the jetty, the smell downwind of a fi sh and chip shop or the 
slick from a sewer outfall, clues to be taken seriously by those of us not 
carrying the latest electronic positioning gadgets.

Mike Peyton’s Floating Assets begins with a chapter on Voorlooper, the 
sailing canoe which fi rst got him on the water, although there is some 
ambiguity about whether he considers it his fi rst boat or just something 
for ‘messing about on the water’. His fi rst boat cost him £200, which 
seems high for a canoe in 1956 and more likely refers to the cutter 
which followed, described by his disappointed wife as the ‘only gaff-
rigged kitchen in Essex’ after the house savings were misappropriated.

The book also has a couple of psychic events which will make 
the hair stand up on the back of your neck and the recognition that 
it was only workload which prevented him from going on a white 
water rafting trip to Canada in which his mate drowned when the raft 
capsized.

If you use the Essex coastline for paddling you will enjoy these gentle 
digs at some of the other water users in the area.

Sam Steele
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8886 3
2008

240 x 170mm
168 pages, paperback

£16.99
Circumnavigation books are usually 

retrospective stor ies about how the 
author got on. This one is also based on 
a circumnavigation, by two women in a 
yacht, but the anecdotes are limited. It is 
primarily a detailed guide to how to plan 
the journey, drawing on the experiences 
of the author’s trip and also of a number 

of other boats which have been round in recent years, with or without 
taking in Ireland and some cutting through the Caledonian or Forth & 
Clyde Canals.

Although it is written for yachts, paddlers could well read through 
and select what is relevant. The suggestions for economizing on charts 
alone could save the cost of the book many times over. Planning 
the route, fi nances, preparations, equipment, food, weather, staying 
in touch with home, navigation, safety and coastal hazards all need 
to be considered by paddlers and are covered in considerable detail. 
Appendices include charts, pilot and other books and websites. One 
covers a selection of sea kayak trips and mentions the ISKA’s Inshore 
Britain. However, there is one small omission from the Gribbin 
circumnavigation. Paddler Dominic and wife Nicola are credited for 
their powerboat circuit but there is no mention of Thomas, surely the 
only person to have been round before being born.

Any long trip in coastal waters could benefi t from a read of what 
needs to be taken into consideration, admirably covered in this book.
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UK & Ireland Circumnavigator’s Guide

Kayaking

Pamela S Dillon & Jeremy Oyen
Human Kinetics, 107 Bradford Rd, Stanningley, Leeds LS28 6AT

978 0 7360 6716 4
2009

250 x 180mm
237 pages, paperback

£16.88
An American instructional book inevitably throws up issues such as 

different terminology, legislation, colder water, sea kayaks being equated 
to touring kayaks and even the opposite system of buoyage on the sea.

Americans can be overenthusiastic about putting numbers on 
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some impressive waterfalls and some lesser rapids, 
Aysgarth Lower Force being the most tempting of 
the pictures.

It would not have been possible to have written 
these books a decade ago as some of the walks use 
the access land permitted to ramblers as a result 
of the Countryside & Rights of Way Act. In the 
fi rst volume there is a picture of Victoria Cave, 
not discovered until 1837, while the 90m fall into 
Strans Gill Pot was not found until 1968. What else 
is still to be revealed in this interesting landscape 
where rivers disappear into the ground, to reappear 
elsewhere? The geology, largely limestone, is fully 
described by the authors and cartography is using 
OS 1:50,000 maps. The second volume includes 
a walk above the former top division Lune slalom 
site at Thwaite Farm, Sedburgh.

The fi rst forty odd pages of introduction are 
mostly identical for the two books, apart from the 
pictures, the second volume including one of a 
notice reading ‘Beware of the farmer’.

Amy-Jane Beer & Roy Halpin
Cicerone

978 1 85284 534 6
Oct 2008

A5
285 pages, limp cover

£14.95
The title alone is worth a bonus point! 

This book has an unusual format, larger and 
thicker than Cicerone’s normal style and 
with a ribbon bookmark to help fi nd the 
relevant recipe page again. Attractive colour 
pictures are used throughout.

The authors are into various outdoor 
activities, including white water kayaks, which appear in some of the 
pictures, as do such falls as High Force. A fi relighter can be used for 
boat repair, they suggest. Some of our contributors have also given their 
own recipes to this book.

The recipes are not for dieters but for people who will be burning 

This book has an unusual format, larger and 
thicker than Cicerone’s normal style and 
with a ribbon bookmark to help fi nd the 
relevant recipe page again. Attractive colour 
pictures are used throughout.

Moveable Feasts

Pete Hawkins
Cicerone

978 1 85284 491 2
2008

160 x 100mm
107 pages, paperback

£7.99
One of Cicerone’s mini-guide series, this book 

is written for the walker but the principles apply 
equally for those on the water. It has extracts from 

OS maps, along with colour photographs. A selection of exercises are 
suggested. Detailed use of your own unit is not described. For that you 
are told to read the maker’s instructions.

The biggest problem with software so far has been that it has only 
been for Windows users. At last, the author, a Mac user, is able to 
suggest some options which will run, perhaps hesitantly, on other 
computers while we wait for the major GPS software manufacturers to 
catch up. If you don’t want to fork out for an emulation package and 
then learn to drive it like a Windoze computer then you need to follow 
up products such as Trailrunner or Routebuddy.

The book comes with a plastic cover, inside which is tucked a 
Romer with compass rose, distance scales for 1:50,000 and 1:25,000 
maps and instructions for what to do when the GPS fails. As imperial 
units are still likely to be met, it is perhaps a bit too early to have 
dropped these scales from an otherwise useful piece of equipment.

Like most of us, the author is not a computer nerd and writes 
readably for those of us who are in the same position and reminds us 
that looking at the scenery is the main purpose for going out into the 
wild.

is written for the walker but the principles apply 
equally for those on the water. It has extracts from 

Navigating with a GPS

Dennis & Jan Kelsall
Cicerone

978 1 85284 509 4
2009

180 x 120mm
247 pages, plastic cover

£12.00
Although these are primarily about walking in the hills which 

enclose Yorkshire’s Dales, they frequently describe sections of river, 
the first volume including parts of the headwaters of the Wharfe, 
Skirfare, Aire, Dee, Lune, Ribble, Tiss and Doe and the second the 
Rawthey, Lune, Eden, Swale, Arkle Beck, Great Sleddale Beck, Birkdale 
Beck, Cover, Ure, Bishopdale Beck, Bain, Gayle Beck, Ashfold Side 
Beck and Nidd, together with various lesser streams. There are also 

some impressive waterfalls and some lesser rapids, 
Aysgarth Lower Force being the most tempting of 
the pictures.

these books a decade ago as some of the walks use 
the access land permitted to ramblers as a result 
of the Countryside & Rights of Way Act. In the 
fi rst volume there is a picture of Victoria Cave, 
not discovered until 1837, while the 90m fall into 
Strans Gill Pot was not found until 1968. What else 
is still to be revealed in this interesting landscape 

Yorkshire Dales: South & West

Constance Roos, Siân Pritchard-Jones & Bob 
Gibbons

Cicerone, 2 Police Sq, Milnthorpe, Cumbria 
LA7 7PY

978 1 85284 453 0
2000. 2nd edition 2008

170 x 120mm
278 pages, paperback

£14.00
Even for a walking guide, it is surprising that 

there is very little mention of the River Colorado, 
rarely does it appear in photographs and rafters are dismissed in a 
paragraph while canoeists are not mentioned at all. Descriptions of land 
features are also extremely limited. Its strength lies in its logistics for 
walkers, including where to fi nd water, not least in the form of fl ash 
fl oods which can be dangerous to anyone walking in a side canyon. 
Maps and longitudinal sections are given for the walks, these varying 
between 80.8km and 30m in length. All rim to river trails are included 
for the canyon. Put another way, that is all the trails which lead out 
from the river but not those which are dead ends, the latter interesting 
to explore but not to escape.

The second half of the book is given over to Zion and Bryce 
national parks. If you are keen to add some walking while in the area, 
these two appear to offer even more dramatic scenery than the Grand 
Canyon itself, this book telling you how to do it, when you need to 
book campsites and how much it costs.

there is very little mention of the River Colorado, 

Grand Canyon

Gary & Joanie McGuffi n
Firefl y Books

978 1 55297 361 5
30th Jul 2008
300 x 360mm

24 pages, paperback
£8.95 inc VAT from Chris Lloyd, PO Box 327, Poole, Dorset BH15 

2RG
2009’s calendar of Canadian wilderness paddling has large pictures by 

authors Gary and Joanie McGuffi n, who also provide the notes. One 
picture shows a sea kayak in ice fl oes, one a rapid without boats and 
the rest all feature open canoes with a variety of water and atmospheric 
conditions. The format allows plenty of room for your own notes and 
includes moon phases and public holidays, both North American and 
British.

The minor gripe is with the fact that there are two widely spaced 
suspension holes rather than one central one. Unless you happen to 
have two nails 203mm apart you will need to rig up something which 
could make turning the pages diffi cult or to drill another hole. Still, as 
a paddler it is probably not the most diffi cult problem you will ever 
solve.

Yorkshire Dales: North & East

978 1 85284 485 1
2008

249 pages
£10.00

where rivers disappear into the ground, to reappear 
elsewhere? The geology, largely limestone, is fully 
described by the authors and cartography is using 
OS 1:50,000 maps. The second volume includes 
a walk above the former top division Lune slalom 
site at Thwaite Farm, Sedburgh.

mostly identical for the two books, apart from the 
pictures, the second volume including one of a 
notice reading ‘Beware of the farmer’.

is still to be revealed in this interesting landscape 

Basil Mosenthal
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 1 4081 0633 4
1996. 4th edition Feb 2009

A5
40 pages, paperback

£10.99
Printed on thin card, the latest edition of 

this guide to collision avoidance at sea (Oct 
96, p22) is wire bound to help it to lie fl at, 
perhaps of less use to us than to users who 
have charts tables on which to place it. In 
the same way, we gain less benefi t from the 

new quick reference spread showing who gives way to whom.
The drawings have been redone to make them more attractive, 

there are a few photographs to improve the appearance and the layout 
is easier to follow, including the offi cial International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea which are incorporated at the back. The best 
rule for us is to keep out of everybody else’s way but that is not always 
possible. Beyond that, we still need to know what is meant by the visual 
and audible signals by which other communicate, the distress signals 
and what other users of our crowded waters are likely to be thinking.

this guide to collision avoidance at sea (Oct 
96, p22) is wire bound to help it to lie fl at, 
perhaps of less use to us than to users who 
have charts tables on which to place it. In 
the same way, we gain less benefi t from the 

Learning the Rule of the Road

Adlard Coles Nautical
978 1 4081 1112 3

Mar 2009
120 x 90mm

93 pages, hardback
£3.99

I have a feeling that this is going to be a bestseller, 
cheap enough to be bought for fr iends and an 
essential volume for your loo library.

Seasickness, its causes, its effects, remedies, etiquette and good 
practice are covered by quotes sensible and weird from authors and 
from technical papers over the last two or three millennia. There is 
probably no other non-fatal affl iction which causes so much distress for 
no obvious physical benefi t. Despite the subject, this is light reading so 
that you can dip in anywhere.

While mostly about people, one of the most intriguing reports is 
from a Canadian research centre in 1935 which kept cod in laboratory 
tanks on land but then transferred them to tanks on a ship to be taken 
elsewhere. After a while, the meal they had been fed before embarking 
was seen to be lying on the fl oor of their new tank. Perhaps this is an 
example of cod moving in mysterious ways.

cheap enough to be bought for fr iends and an 
essential volume for your loo library.

Heave Ho!

Imprint Books, 25 Valley View Rd, San 
Rafael, CA 94901-1140, USA

978 1 4392 2296 6
2009

200 x 140mm
200 pages, paperback

This volume brings to a decade the slightly 
offbeat weekly trip reports of a loose knit 
group who paddle sea kayaks in San Francisco 
Bay, usually on a Thursday evening, frequently 
in the dark, often taking in a waterside bar 
and nearly always featuring a beach fi re and a 
gourmet meal. The author notes that paddling 

a kayak uses up fi ve times as many calories as ‘talking on the phone, 
kissing and hugging, praying, sitting in a whirlpool, and watching 
television’. Paddling across San Francisco Bay is simpler than trying to 
burn them off using the multitasking combination.

This year has seen the paranormal. One paddler took his boat down 
to St Quentin’s deserted Jailhouse Beach, went back up the 6m cliffs 
for the rest of his gear and came down again to fi nd the kayak at the 
far end of the beach, lying on dry sand and packed with sand. At the 
end of the trip the participants watched another member tie his two 
paddles fi rmly onto his boat. He carried it up to his car, to fi nd only 

offbeat weekly trip reports of a loose knit 
group who paddle sea kayaks in San Francisco 
Bay, usually on a Thursday evening, frequently 
in the dark, often taking in a waterside bar 
and nearly always featuring a beach fi re and a 
gourmet meal. The author notes that paddling 

Refl ections on San Francisco Bay Vol 9

one paddle when he got there. An hour’s search of the area by the group 
revealed nothing. On another occasion one of the group turned round 
and capsized when somebody called her name. At the time there was 
nobody within calling distance.

Other people’s problems included watching a bush fi re being fought 
by helicopter (although it left before they could get there) and listening 
to the bang as someone took the top half off the aluminium mast on his 
boat while driving it on a trailer under a low powerline.

There is an oblique reference which might be nearer to home. 
‘Luckily, none of us lost our boats, stayed in them the entire hour to 
Red Rock. No Darwin Awards tonight.’

Some outside infl uences were felt less than they might have been. 
Great white sharks have been becoming increasingly common off the 
Californian coast although there have probably been only four attacks 
on kayaks, none fatal, the last in June near Catalina Island. They normally 
arrive in late summer when young seals are there as snacks. Last year 
they were earlier and closer inshore, perhaps as a result of warmer water. 
The prime area is the Red Triangle between Monterey Bay, Tomales 
Point and the Farallon Islands with two dozen attacks in four decades 
out of a total of 128 for the whole Californian coast since the start of 
the 20th century. Most victims have been surfers, occasionally divers or 
surface swimmers. The group failed to heed recent advice not to go in 
more than knee deep in high risk areas.

At the height of last year’s fuel hike the Americans were tearing their 
hair out at being charged $1.10/litre. One of the group, the owner of 
a Nordic tug being used as a fl oating sea kayak base in the San Juan 
islands for a trip away, was amongst those in distress at the new charges. 
He calmed down a bit when the man at the pump pointed out that a 
pleasure boat before him had fi lled its 18m3 tanks at a cool $20,000.

Just before Christmas the full moon coincided with the nearest point 
of the moon’s circuit to Earth, the fi rst time since the 1950s, resulting 
in some impressive tides, the biggest full moon for half a century and a 
barbecue fi re on a beach not normally exposed. If you missed them the 
wait is not so long next time, until 14th Nov 2016.

They also had less infl uence than some might think. ‘Sea gulls are the 
Beverley Hillbillies of San Francisco Bay: living off the best the bay has 
to offer, they’re not easily pushed around, not inclined to let others take 
from them what’s theirs. But if you don’t pose a threat, nesting gulls will 
ignore you, go back to watching over their eggs, which is what they did 
when we settled mid-spit into a small crop-circle of a meadow free of 
nests, eggs, and vegetation.’

One of the group installed software on his iPhone 3G to record 
distance, time, speed, course and elevation, the latter clocking up 45m 
during the course of an evening’s paddle. Is this an effective way of 
measuring wave height over a period of time, like the mountain walker’s 
cumulative height gain, rather than trying to estimate the heights of 
waves?

These reports are emailed on a weekly basis to those on the mailing 
list. There is a bonus set of photographs in cartoon format with speech 
bubbles and the like, perhaps of less interest to those who don’t know 
the personalities involved. This year’s 35 page colour photo sequence is 
given over to one week’s comic so that you can decide for yourself.

The author, of Scottish ancestry, claims worldwide sales of up to a 
dozen copies of his book. The potential has to be somewhat greater.

Wilderness Paddling
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978 1 902830 40.7

QuickTide South West

QT International Ltd, 19 Canynge Rd, 
Bristol BS8 3JZ

978 1 902830 42 1
A5

£7.99
Once again these are the quick way to get 

approximate tide levels or as rough checks that 
you have got your maths right if you need to 
calculate precise times. You pick a reference 
colour from the map for your section of coast, 
pick the reference code number for the day 
(including any adjustments for summer time) 
from the two year table, turn the dial to line 
these up and you have set the tide levels for 
the day and most of the night without having 
to fi nd constants or undertake any addition or 
subtraction.

Several of the long river estuaries, especially 
in France, have bars of colour across them 
to indicate the time delay further upstream. 
These include the Rance. In fact, this does 
not work here. Because of the way the tidal 
barrage is operated, times in the estuary are 
unrelated to those outside and can change 
very fast, especially at night.

978 1 902830 41.4

QuickTide South East

QuickTide North

approximate tide levels or as rough checks that 
you have got your maths right if you need to 
calculate precise times. You pick a reference 
colour from the map for your section of coast, 
pick the reference code number for the day 
(including any adjustments for summer time) 
from the two year table, turn the dial to line 
these up and you have set the tide levels for 
the day and most of the night without having 
to fi nd constants or undertake any addition or 
subtraction.

in France, have bars of colour across them 
to indicate the time delay further upstream. 
These include the Rance. In fact, this does 
not work here. Because of the way the tidal 
barrage is operated, times in the estuary are 
unrelated to those outside and can change 
very fast, especially at night.

from the two year table, turn the dial to line 
these up and you have set the tide levels for 

Sylwia Kulczyk
Offi ce of the Marshal of the Mazowieckie 

Voivodeship, 03-719 Warszawa, Ul 
Jagiellonska 26, Polska

978 83 61281 26 9
2008

230 x 120mm
83 pages, paperback

This excellent guide to the Rivers Vistula, Bug, 
Narew, Wrka and Pilica with the Wloclawskie 
and Zegrzynski Lakes in the Mazovia area of 
Poland is written primarily for canoeists. Each 
section begins with a detailed fold out colour 
map at anything from 1:65,000 upwards and 

includes some pictures. The text is laid out to show the distances clearly 
and to indicate buildings and wildlife of interest. These are rivers with 
few facilities, often wide with easy camping on islands, shallows and 
occasional rocky sections sometimes keeping others away.

Narew, Wrka and Pilica with the Wloclawskie 
and Zegrzynski Lakes in the Mazovia area of 
Poland is written primarily for canoeists. Each 
section begins with a detailed fold out colour 
map at anything from 1:65,000 upwards and 

Mazovia - Water Tourism

Laurel Archer
Rocky Mountain Books, #108 17665 66A 

Ave, Surrey, BC V3S 2A7, Canada
978 1 897522 13 4

2008
230 x 150mm

322 pages, paperback
$29.95

This is the fi rst of two books of guides 
to open canoe routes in British Columbia, 
in turn the fi rst of a new guidebook series 
although the author already has a guidebook 
to northern Saskatchewan in print. Featured 
are the Omineca, Kispiox, Taku, Jennings, 

Dease, Gataga/Kechika, Netson Creek/Rabbit and Fort Nelson/
Liard, offering a range of required competence levels and degrees of 
remoteness.

Each gets a thorough introduction with its geology, length, logistics, 
best time to visit bearing in mind fl ow rates and insects, diffi culty, river 
characteristics, level of solitude, wildlife, fi shing, hiking and special 
equipment required. The author is particularly informative on the 
natives and on the goldrush activity in the area and leads the history 
into current issues, particularly timber and mineral extraction.

The rivers themselves are listed in a column format with map grid 
references but not distances, which would have been useful to save 
having to decode each grid reference in landscapes often devoid of 
specifi c landmarks. An important feature of the area is the host of 
logjams which, the author notes, may or may not be in the same places 
when you get there. Not only does she list campsites but she tells you 
which ones to avoid as they are used by huntsmen and so likely to 
attract bears. She also points out where there is deadfall as a result of 
fi res, not to mention birds with fi reproof nests built out of asbestos 
fi bres.

Not only does she list out the 1:50,000 maps required but, amongst 
the many websites she gives, includes the offi cial website from which 
you can download them and print out what you want free of charge. 
Now I’m getting seriously jealous.

There is a lot of text in this book although, sadly, only 8 pages of 
photographs. A fi nal nice touch is the rounded corners to reduce wear 
on trips. If you decide to try one of these trips you will fi nd the book 
invaluable.

Rocky Mountain Books, #108 17665 66A 

to open canoe routes in British Columbia, 
in turn the fi rst of a new guidebook series 
although the author already has a guidebook 
to northern Saskatchewan in print. Featured 
are the Omineca, Kispiox, Taku, Jennings, 

Northern British Columbia Canoe Trips Vol 1

Canoeing has its part. Jeff Boyd, Todd Gourley and Mark Heard made 
a fi rst descent of India’s Lohit River, Heard was rescued from Callaghan 
Creek by his son and others after being trapped underwater for several 
minutes, Logan Grayling and friends ran a two month river kayak 
exploratory from the Mekong delta to the Chinese border, Grayling 
made the second descent of 30m Upper Johnston Falls and Danielle 
Droitsch and Jim Kievit paddled the 657km Bow River with their dog. 
The family dog was also taken by Karsten Heuer, Leanne Allison and 
son Zev much of the way to Cape Breton on what was largely a six 
month canoe trip. Becky Bristow was into multi day canoe trips and 
included a 12m fi rst descent in Ecuador among kayaks trips to various 
parts of the world. Colin Angus and Julia Wafaei paddled a canoe 
1,600km down the Yukon River including through a forest fi re as part 
of their two year, fi rst human powered, global circumnavigation. Various 
other adventurers had canoeing as part of their background, at various 
levels of diffi culty over various lengths of time.

This book contains a great deal of high powered adventure travel, 
perhaps leaving you to wonder why Canmore should be such a centre 
for it.

Declan Lyons
Cicerone

978 1 85284 559 9
2009

170 x 120mm
187 pages, paperback

£12.95
The Canal du Midi is France’s most popular 

canal. This guide is written for cyclists but is well 
illustrated with much of interest for canal users, 
including which sections have shade. Two of the 

leading infl uences on the area and the canal, the Cathars and builder 
Pierre Paul Riquet, are featured frequently.

Several excursions from the canal are added, including to the canal’s 
summit reservoir at St-Férréol and the full length of the Canal de la 
Robine to Port la Nouvelle.

The book lists out accommodation options from a naturist campsite 
to a hotel charging up to E1,250/night. It suggests that some hotels 
allow bikes to be kept in rooms so the same might apply for canoes. I 
wonder if this hotel is one of them.

canal. This guide is written for cyclists but is well 
illustrated with much of interest for canal users, 
including which sections have shade. Two of the 

Cycling the Canal du Midi

energy in the outdoors. While the technical information is here, humour 
keeps the jargon under control. Thus, a section on body makeup ends 
‘Even skinny lasses should have a few wobbly bits’ and the section on 
digestive physiology says ‘The stomach is a simple bag in which food 
and drink sloshes around in a marinade of acidic juices containing more 
digestive enzymes.’

It is unusual to have as ingredients those found in British shops and 
kit is also available on the home market. Much attention is given to 
camping (with and without the big metal storage box on wheels which 
also takes you and the boats), nutrition, cooking equipment, the camp 
kitchen, packaging, water, ingredients, local and wild food and how to 
recover a meal when it goes wrong.

The second half of the book is the recipes, covering breakfasts, soups, 
snacks, main meals, puddings and drinks. There are things to fi ll you up 
and some treats, specialities for children, ideas for vegetarians and recipes 
which need no cooking at all.

In an area where books are often written by Americans with open 
canoes to carry all the food and kitchen for a month, it is great to have 
something based on what can be carried in a fell runner’s rucksack 
when you will rarely be more than a couple of days away from a shop. 
This book is eminently practical.

Graham Uney
Cicerone

978 1 85284 572 8
2009

170 x 120mm
216 pages, paperback

£12.95
The 80 walks in this guide, mostly short ones, 

nearly all feature the coastal cliffs to a greater or 
lesser extent. Some need boat access, which might 
be as small as a RIB, so sea kayaks would be as 

good as anything. The author features archaeology and wildlife strongly, 
especially birds, and the stunning scenery goes without saying. Maps are 
sections of OS 1:50,000 sheets.

In the introduction the author says ‘Around 600BC the climate in 
the Northern Isles deteriorated. The islands became colder and wetter, 
and as peat and heather claimed the once-fertile high ground, upland 
cultivation became impossible, forcing people down to the low-lying 
areas. The shortage of good fertile soil meant that land became precious, 
and competition for farmland may have led to a more aggressive 
society.’ As the temperatures recover might we expect a return to fertile 
land and a more amenable society?

If you have wondered about paddling the northern isles this book 
will tempt you in the right direction.

nearly all feature the coastal cliffs to a greater or 
lesser extent. Some need boat access, which might 
be as small as a RIB, so sea kayaks would be as 

Walking on the Orkney & Shetland Isles

Steve Davison
Cicerone

978 1 85284 570 4
2008

170 x 120mm
235 pages, paperback

£12.00
The title would, perhaps, be more accurate 

if it referred to the Thames catchment above 
Maidenhead as some of the walks are 30 - 40km 
from the River Thames itself. Some of the walks 

take in parts of the River Kennet, the Kennet & Avon Canal, the River 
Thame and even the Wilts & Berks Canal. Some are on the Downs 
with no sign of a river.

This is very much our area, all three addresses from which we have 
been publishing over the last 35 years being just off the edges of the 
sections of OS 1:50,000 maps used to accompany these guides.

The best compliment for any guidebook writer is to be told ‘I didn’t 
know that’ by the people on the ground.

For those who have asked about our current address over the last 
couple of decades we can now advise you ‘Sinodun Hills, the name 
being derived from the Celtic seno dunum, meaning “old fort”.’ We 
didn’t know that.

Readers who recall fondly our Mindbender series will even fi nd the 
location of Tutts Clump revealed.

It is a thoroughly researched book with a lot of detail although not 
so much of it is about the Thames as most of us would expect.

if it referred to the Thames catchment above 
Maidenhead as some of the walks are 30 - 40km 
from the River Thames itself. Some of the walks 

Walking in the Thames Valley

Paddy Dillon
Cicerone

978 1 85284 586 5
2000. 3rd edition Jan 2009

170 x 120mm
95 pages, paperback

£10.00
The low pagination, the use of larger scale OS 

1:25,000 maps and the fact that one of these walks 
is round a fl ower garden and four of them are boat 
trips all point to the small size of Scilly. Nearly 

every walk is coastal, of necessity. All the larger islands are covered 
and many of the reefs and rocks, making this a compact and useful 
guidebook for us.

A point of concern brought out by the book is just how much 
is closed from Apr 15th to Aug 20th to give the birdlife exclusive 
use of the coastline. Where there are seals, sections of coast can be 
permanently closed. If you are not interested in the birds it would pay 
you to stay away until after Aug 20th. If you are an ornithologist it 
would be better to forget Scilly and go somewhere else altogether.

1:25,000 maps and the fact that one of these walks 
is round a fl ower garden and four of them are boat 
trips all point to the small size of Scilly. Nearly 

Walking in the Isles of Scilly

Lynn Martel
Rocky Mountain Books, 403 13th Ave, 

Calgary, AB T2E 1C2, Canada
978 1 897522 09 7

Sep 2008
220 x 140mm

345 pages, paperback
$22.95

Canmore, between Banff and Calgary 
in Alberta, seems to draw in outdoor 
adventurers. Lynn Martel has collected sixty 
of her magazine and newspaper articles on 
them, covering activity locally and around 
the world with a colour picture per article. 

Mountaineering stories predominate, from local rockfaces to Everest 
and K2. Here are fun seekers, explorers, those who go into dangerous 
places as part of their job, environmentalists and more.

None is more harrowing than Aron Ralston who had to amputate 
his own arm with a giveaway pocket knife after a falling boulder 
trapped him in a canyon. None is more extreme than Ben Firth and 
Will Gadd ice climbing on fl oating icebergs, every time a fi rst ascent, 
one rolling ten minutes after it was vacated.

in Alberta, seems to draw in outdoor 
adventurers. Lynn Martel has collected sixty 
of her magazine and newspaper articles on 
them, covering activity locally and around 
the world with a colour picture per article. 
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Edizione 
l’Orbicolare, Italia

280 x 300mm
30 pages, 
paperback

Free
For a tourist board 

giveaway this is a 
beautifully turned 
out book with large 
pictures on art paper. 
In three places the 
pages fold out to give 
1.2m wide seascapes. 
The first page has 
a map of the toe of 
Italy to locate all 
the photographs, in 

enough detail to use as a driving atlas. Finally, a modest amount 
of introductory text in excellent English includes the history and 
mythology of the area.

Published with EU funding, it is of top quality, the best of its type I 
have seen.

giveaway this is a 
beautifully turned 
out book with large 
pictures on art paper. 
In three places the 
pages fold out to give 
1.2m wide seascapes. 
The first page has 
a map of the toe of 
Italy to locate all 
the photographs, in 

Calabria - Sea of Legends

Vedran Benic & Davor Mojas
Dubrovnik Tourist Board, 

Cvijete Zuzoric 1/1, HR-20000 
Dubrovnik, Hrvatska

Jan 2002. Reprinted May 2005
A4

24 pages, paperback
Dubrovnik is a must for anyone 

on the southern Croatian coast. This 
booklet photographs city highlights 
with captions in English, German 
and Spanish. However, the majority 
of the captions could be shuffl ed 
without changing their level of 
relevance or could be referred to 
any other vaguely similar city with 
as much meaning.

on the southern Croatian coast. This 
booklet photographs city highlights 
with captions in English, German 
and Spanish. However, the majority 
of the captions could be shuffl ed 
without changing their level of 
relevance or could be referred to 
any other vaguely similar city with 
as much meaning.

Dubrovnik - Thesaurum Mundi

Lily Portugaels
Jacqueline Depierreux, 77 

Boulevard de la Sauvenière, 
4000 Liège, Belgique

May 2008
210mm sq

112 pages, paperback
No less than 82 châteaux are 

featured in this book. Despite the 
title, some are up to 25km from 
the river although they may be on 
tributaries instead. The cross border 
area covers Namur, Liège and both 
Belgian and Dutch Limburg.

Each has château photographs and a description which includes its 
history, both in warfare and in ownership, frequently high ranking. 
Military involvement has directly affected many of them from the 
Middle Ages to the Second World War. Most of the châteaux can 
also produce a legend or folk tale, often related to the Bokkerijders, 

featured in this book. Despite the 
title, some are up to 25km from 
the river although they may be on 
tributaries instead. The cross border 
area covers Namur, Liège and both 
Belgian and Dutch Limburg.

Castles of the River Meuse

Slavija Jacan Obratov
Croatian National Tourist Board

Oct 2007
A4

116 pages, paperback
Free

Unusually for Croatia, people are 
less obvious in this book than in 
many of their promotional guides, 
not missing altogether but often low 
key. Scenery, geology and wildlife 
are the primary interests. White 
water rivers are shown being used 
in national park settings, showing 
that river use and national parks 
are compatible. The Zagreb sprint 
regatta course is also shown from 
the air. The jewel, though, is the 

coast, mostly shown by aerial photographs. In places there are bays 
which are banned to powered craft but they are open to kayaks and 
canoes, of course.

less obvious in this book than in 
many of their promotional guides, 
not missing altogether but often low 
key. Scenery, geology and wildlife 
are the primary interests. White 
water rivers are shown being used 
in national park settings, showing 
that river use and national parks 
are compatible. The Zagreb sprint 
regatta course is also shown from 
the air. The jewel, though, is the 

The Wondrous Natural Heritage of Croatia

Slavija Jacan Obratov & Braslav 
Karlic

Croatian National Tourist Board, 
Iblerov Trg 10/IV, pp 251, 10000, 

Zagreb, Hrvatska
2008

A4
81 pages, paperback

Free
A yachtsman’s guide to the 

Croatian mainland and island coasts, 
this book is of particular benefit 
to sea kayak users in that it gives 
an overview with details of the 
winds and of secluded coves. There 
is one picture of a double kayak. 
Narrative of a suggested journey 
and photographs are both extensive 

although the lack of captions is disappointing. Full page sketch maps 
help to locate everything.

Information given includes details of Croatian and Italian weather 
forecasts, contact details for emergency services, travel documents, 
currency, public holidays and some regulations applicable to visitors 
although it is not always clear whether they apply to sea kayaks or just 
to large sailing boats.

Croatian mainland and island coasts, 
this book is of particular benefit 
to sea kayak users in that it gives 
an overview with details of the 
winds and of secluded coves. There 
is one picture of a double kayak. 
Narrative of a suggested journey 
and photographs are both extensive 

Nautical Croatia
billygoat riding, Devil worshipping thieves with subsequent witch hunt 
style treatment of suspects. Finally, entry details and charges are given as 
many of these are open to the public. Even when not allowed in, it is 
interesting to know about these grand houses and fortifi cations being 
passed on the water.

Érik Wietzel
Hokus Pokus Créations

2006
A5. Map 210 x 570mm folding to A5

27 pages, paperback
This neat little guide covers the Channel 

- Ocean link from St-Briac-sur-Mer across 
Brittany via the Canal d’Ille & Rance and 
Vilane to Billiers. With informative maps and 
many colour photographs, the book tries to 
keep the information on the left and right 
banks separate, not always successfully.

Accompanying the book is a loose strip 
map which gives the facilities at each village or town, again separating 
the banks. It marks the locks and gives the distances between them 
on the Ille & Rance, useful as the IGN maps are confused and 
contradictory between scales. Lists of restaurants and tourist information 
contact details are given on the back.

- Ocean link from St-Briac-sur-Mer across 
Brittany via the Canal d’Ille & Rance and 
Vilane to Billiers. With informative maps and 
many colour photographs, the book tries to 
keep the information on the left and right 
banks separate, not always successfully.

Au Fil de l’Eau

Discover Danube in Serbia

ASAP Supplies Ltd, Reed House, Ellough Ind Est, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TD

210 x 100mm
24 pages, paperback

Free
The publishers are chandlers and this booklet 

is both useful and clever as a publicity tool. It 
consists of conversion tables for a wide range of 
metric and imperial units, arranged in alphabetical 
order with the original units, the required units and 
the conversion factors in three columns. Tucked 
unobtrusively amongst these are various marine 
problems, solutions and the required trade names to 

achieve those solutions. There are also several tables, the Beaufort scale, 
international time variables and thermometer conversions. A simple 
idea, this is a clever publicity idea and reference source which I shall be 
keeping close to hand.

is both useful and clever as a publicity tool. It 
consists of conversion tables for a wide range of 
metric and imperial units, arranged in alphabetical 
order with the original units, the required units and 
the conversion factors in three columns. Tucked 
unobtrusively amongst these are various marine 
problems, solutions and the required trade names to 

Conversion Booklet

Borislav Vasic, Sandra 
Vojnovic & Miro Stefanovic

Tourist Organization of 
Vojvodina, Bulevar Mihajla 

Pupina 6/IV, Novi Sad, Srbija, 
Jugoslavija.

978 86 86703 20 0
Apr 2008

160 x 240mm
143 pages, paperback

H o s t i l i t i e s  i n  r e c e n t 
years mean that the Serbian part of the Danube has not always been 
available. The Serbian authorities are now trying to put this to rights 
and encourage boaters to travel on downstream. This detailed book 
is aimed at powered craft users and some of it is given over to a 
gazetteer of facilities for them and for anyone wanting restaurants and 
accommodation.

The river is taken with the fl ow and distances are all given to the 
nearest 100m. Descriptions of the river and its banks inevitably give 
some of the turbulent history of a river which has served as a much 
disputed main route between Europe and Asia.

Unfortunately, the book is let down by poor spelling and grammar. 
The illustrated maps have many icons of wildlife, each accompanied by 
an icon of a man with a gun, perhaps an aspect the Serbians would do 
better to play down for the time being. It is worth persevering, though, 
as there is much of interest along this section of nearly 600km of the 
Danube, including the wildlife, forts and other archaeology, food and 
wines, not least the Djerdap Gorge.

Pupina 6/IV, Novi Sad, Srbija, 

Danijela Sili
National Tourism Organization 
of Serbia, Omladinskih Brigada 

1, SIV III, 2nd Floor, 11000 
Beograd, Srbija

978 86 6005 022 1
2008

A4
20 pages, paperback

This is a quick run through of 
the Serbian section of the Danube. 
Well presented, it is as much about 
the region as about the r iver 
itself. Each spread contains a ‘Did 
you know...’ section and a tip for 
visitors.

the Serbian section of the Danube. 
Well presented, it is as much about 
the region as about the r iver 
itself. Each spread contains a ‘Did 
you know...’ section and a tip for 
visitors.

The Unknown Danube - Guide through Serbia

Raffaele Ferraioli
Comunità Montana Amalfi tana, 

Via Municipio 11B, 84010 
Tramonti, SA, Italia

A4
20 pages, paperback

The Ital ian coast between 
Sorrento and Salerno has attracted 
the rich and famous since Roman 
times. This booklet suggests why, 
giving a description of each town 
and listing its architectural and 
cultural attractions, choosing to 
present these in alphabetical rather 
than geographical order. The last 
page is devoted to the local food 
specialities.

Sorrento and Salerno has attracted 
the rich and famous since Roman 
times. This booklet suggests why, 
giving a description of each town 
and listing its architectural and 
cultural attractions, choosing to 
present these in alphabetical rather 
than geographical order. The last 
page is devoted to the local food 
specialities.

A Sea of Emotions

Odemira Town Hall
Comissão Municipal 

de Turismo de 
Odemira, Praça da 

República, 7630 
Odemira, Portugal

Dec 1999
A4

16 pages, 
paperback

A guide to part of 
southern Portugal, 
it contains several 

coastal photographs. The aerial views include a close up of three 
marathon K1s on the River Mira

Comiss

southern Portugal, 
it contains several 

Odemira Tourism Zone - Alentejo in a Single County

Rodney Berman
Cardiff Harbour Authority, Queen 

Alexandra House, Cargo Rd, 
Cardiff CF10 4LY

210mm sq
47 pages, paperback

The guide to Cardiff Bay is for 
2009, when Cardiff is the European 
City of Sport. It includes tide tables, 
an Admiralty chart and a map 
plus a selection from the collision 
regulations. Adventure Cardiff is 
featured and the slalom course is 

anticipated enthusiastically, pointedly described as being of Olympic 
standard.

On the other hand, it points out that canoes are only permitted 
in the bay with Harbour Authority approval and require third party 
insurance.

A section on zebra mussels says ‘it is an offence under the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act (1981) to release, or allow to escape into the wild, 
any animal, (which includes Zebra mussels) which is not ordinarily 
resident or a regular visitor to Great Britain.’ Where does that place 
those who intend the import and release of beavers into rivers around 
the country or is it one law for us and another for them?

Cardiff Harbour Authority, Queen 

2009, when Cardiff is the European 
City of Sport. It includes tide tables, 
an Admiralty chart and a map 
plus a selection from the collision 
regulations. Adventure Cardiff is 
featured and the slalom course is 

Cardiff Harbour Authority Bay User Guide 2009

CANOEIST April 2009
52 53

CANOEIST April 2009



Operators for seven different activities are 
listed but you will need to go to the listed 
website for sea kayaks as there are so many 
operators. Wildlife officials also have their 
contact phone numbers listed. A prepaid form 
offers you the chance to win a sea kayak trip.

The codes of conduct fl ip book is intended 
for operators and has the maps in much 
greater detail although this may not help 
unless you know precisely which rocky inlet 
you are facing. Additional coverage is given 
for Skomer, Skokholm, the Castlemartin 
section of coast and Caldey. Contact details 

are given on the back of each map.
Extended codes of conduct are given for basking sharks, cetaceans, 

seals and seabirds, two sides on each, there is a set of specifi c instructions 
on kayaks watching seals and a two page marine code for kayak users. 
The book is held together with an opening ring in the corner so that it 
is easy to select only the relevant waterproof pages for your trip

420 x 400mm folding to 210 x 100mm
Pembrokeshire Marine Code Group

A5
40 pages, paperback

The code leafl et includes maps of Dinas Head, 
Strumble Head, Ramsey, the Bishops & Clerks, the 
Smalls and Grassholm with identifi cation of sensitive 
areas for wildlife and, consequently, where wildlife is 
likely to be found, including porpoises in Ramsey 
Sound. Suggestions for watching cetaceans, seals and 
seabirds are laid out.

420 x 400mm folding to 210 x 100mm

Strumble Head, Ramsey, the Bishops & Clerks, the 
Smalls and Grassholm with identifi cation of sensitive 
areas for wildlife and, consequently, where wildlife is 
likely to be found, including porpoises in Ramsey 
Sound. Suggestions for watching cetaceans, seals and 
seabirds are laid out.

Pembrokeshire Marine Code - North Pembrokeshire

Pembrokeshire Marine Code - Codes of Conduct & Maps

listed but you will need to go to the listed 
website for sea kayaks as there are so many 
operators. Wildlife officials also have their 
contact phone numbers listed. A prepaid form 
offers you the chance to win a sea kayak trip.

for operators and has the maps in much 
greater detail although this may not help 
unless you know precisely which rocky inlet 
you are facing. Additional coverage is given 
for Skomer, Skokholm, the Castlemartin 
section of coast and Caldey. Contact details 

Natalia Katifori
Prefecture of Lefkada

170 x 240mm
32 pages, paperback

With a small amount of 
description, this is primarily 
a  book of  photog raphs , 
frequently of the coastline 
seen from the air. Many of 
the beaches are inaccessible 
from land, a glance at the 

photographs often being enough to indicate whether you will get a 
beach to yourself or whether you will be sharing it with the hordes.

Greece/Lefkada - Absolute Serenity

description, this is primarily 
a  book of  photog raphs , 
frequently of the coastline 
seen from the air. Many of 
the beaches are inaccessible 
from land, a glance at the 

Patronato Provincial de 
Turismo de la Costa Blanca, 

España
2008

240mm sq
47 pages, paperback

These pictures of the Costa 
Blanca’s beaches are large, 
covering a page and a half 
each, although the content 
isn’t always too inspir ing. 
The remaining half page 
of each spread gives a short 
commentary in Spanish and 
English.

Playas

Blanca’s beaches are large, 
covering a page and a half 
each, although the content 
isn’t always too inspir ing. 
The remaining half page 
of each spread gives a short 
commentary in Spanish and 
English.

Nous
2004

A5
36 pages, paperback

Confusingly, this book about Italy’s sixth 
largest lake features 14 towns, each described 
from the point of leaving the ferry. There 
is little about being on the water except to 
point out certain buildings which can only 
be seen by boat. The towns are in alphabetical 
order rather than in geographical sequence. 
The extensive text features churches, castles 
and other architecture, history and sightseeing 

walks. Pictures of limited size include coastal aerial views.

Lake Iseo by Boat

largest lake features 14 towns, each described 
from the point of leaving the ferry. There 
is little about being on the water except to 
point out certain buildings which can only 
be seen by boat. The towns are in alphabetical 
order rather than in geographical sequence. 
The extensive text features churches, castles 
and other architecture, history and sightseeing 

Municipal Tourism Association 
Dobrinj, 51515 Silo, Stara Cesta 

BB, Hrvatska
A4

12 pages, paperback
This short guide introduces the 

northern end of the island of Krk. 
The largest of its photographs are 
taken from the air, always useful for 
planning trips.

Silo, Dobrinj, Klimno, Soline, Cizici

northern end of the island of Krk. 
The largest of its photographs are 
taken from the air, always useful for 
planning trips.

Silvia Cassani & Angela Catello
Regione Campania, Italia

2005
160 x 120mm

63 pages, paperback
The Campania coast around the Bay of Naples 

and beyond is the subject of this book, including 
islands out to Capri and Ischia. Each section has 
introductory text, photographs, a quote from a 
previous famous visitor, lists of local events, things 

not to be missed and itineraries for visitors with various interest ranges. 
Canoeing is mentioned at one location.

The Sea

and beyond is the subject of this book, including 
islands out to Capri and Ischia. Each section has 
introductory text, photographs, a quote from a 
previous famous visitor, lists of local events, things 

not to be missed and itineraries for visitors with various interest ranges. 

Provincia di Olbia-Tempio, 
Assessorato del Turismo, Via 
Alessandro Nanni 39, 07026 

Olbia, Italia
A4

52 pages, paperback
Using ar tists’ colours as its 

theme, azure and cobalt  are 
the most conspicuous in a book 
which features the northern end of 
Sardinia. Pictures are up to A3 size, 
often of the coast. There is no text, 
just titles in seven languages.

Olbia-Tempio - La Provincia

theme, azure and cobalt  are 
the most conspicuous in a book 
which features the northern end of 
Sardinia. Pictures are up to A3 size, 
often of the coast. There is no text, 
just titles in seven languages.

Inland Waterways Advisory 
Council, City Road Lock, 38 
Graham St, London N1 8JX

Jun 2008
A4

146 pages, paperback
If you thought the line of 

environmentalists was akin to how 
I will take what I want from your 
fridge and you can have what is left, 
this study by IWAC is more like 
how we can share out the contents 
of your fr idge to our mutual 
benefi t.

The terms of reference are deep 
water navigations, primarily about 
powered craft. Environmentalists 
seem to be able to claim something 

like squatter’s rights on canals needing restoration and demanding 
compensation for habitat loss from canal restorers although there is no 
corresponding compensation for loss of cruising water. Canals are seen 
as needing to be operated as nature reserves into which boats, perhaps 
in restricted numbers at restricted speeds, may be admitted, very 
different from the line taken on other transport routes, roads, railways 
or airfi elds.

The study has input from boating and environmental interests. 
Somehow, it seems that boaters with a signifi cant interest in wildlife 
are rather commoner than environmentalists with in depth knowledge 
of navigation issues. Yet, even environmentalists often are only guessing 
at what will be best for the species of wildlife they wish to promote 
in a given location, as is said frequently in this book. ‘Surprisingly 
few studies have looked directly at the effects of boat traffic... so 
understanding has been inferred’.

The assumption is made that cleaner is better for wildlife. It would 
have been interesting to have seen fi gures for very clean waterways 
such as the Caledonian Canal, which seems to have fewer species than 
most, or to see counts for virtually unused canals such as the Louth or 
Driffi eld.

The assumption is made that all creatures want minimal human 
contact. It is said ‘with otters in mind, particular care should be taken 
to avoid increases in disturbance, especially from people and dogs’ yet 
there is no mention of the fact that the Tryweryn, the most intensively 
used recreational river in Wales for over 30 years, has an otter trail in 
the busiest part.

The major concern seems to be mud stirred up by boat propellers, 
especially on canals designed before propellers were fi rst used on boats. 
This might be seen as a way of ensuring that the need for dredging is 
minimized. Surprisingly, deep dredging over part of the width of the 
canal is actually the preferred option, especially if dredging plant has 
to be brought in successively to deepen intermittent lengths to allow 
species to move to dredged areas. Additional costs, disposal of dredgings, 
damage to puddling and even present inadequate dredging for powered 
craft in some places is largely ignored. It is even suggested that water 
levels can be lowered so that muddy water cannot leave the course of 
the canal, implying dredging will need to be even deeper, when that 
is physically possible and locks will have reduced working depths for 
larger craft. Shallow plant lagoons should be left at the side of the canal, 
as on the Basingstoke Canal, making it diffi cult to get close enough to 
the bank to get in and out of a canoe without getting wet feet.

BW have been goaded by boaters into give their Veg Pledge to clear 
the edges of towpaths but environmentalists are calling for the exact 
opposite with vegetation growing up, except where they want it cut 
down to allow more light onto selected species.

Farming practices and sewage works seem to be major infl uences 
although they receive scant mention. There is no mention of the 
opposition to boats on the lower Pocklington Canal because of damage 
to wildlife, subsequently shown to be a sewage effl uent problem.

Another requirement is for boats to be redesigned to create less 
disturbance. So, what of boats which are already environmentally 
friendly? ‘Canoes, for example, probably cause no more than minor 
localised impacts’. In the appendix on sources it is pleasing to see both 
the 2002 Brighton University report which opposed access agreements 
and the elusive EA report which said that canoes do not disturb fi sh. 

environmentalists was akin to how 
I will take what I want from your 
fridge and you can have what is left, 
this study by IWAC is more like 
how we can share out the contents 
of your fr idge to our mutual 
benefi t.

water navigations, primarily about 
powered craft. Environmentalists 
seem to be able to claim something 

Britain’s Inland Waterways: Balancing  the Needs of 
Navigation & Aquatic Wildlife 

The terms of reference for this book limit it to canals yet it could not 
have been easy to write 146 pages without once referring to the fact 
that 98% of all rivers in England and Wales remain closed at all times 
even to environmentally friendly boats, little incentive for others to 
clean up their acts.

Talking of appropriate balance, ‘Such a management approach, 
both sustainable and by consensus, is supported, should continue and 
should be extended to all waterways’. Sustainability, by definition, 
includes meeting all the needs of the present, not just those selected by 
environmentalists.

There is talk of empowering the audience, an example being the 
Memorandum of Understanding between English Nature and the BCU, 
the latter a body which less than 2% of British canoeists have chosen 
to join. On time zoning, it is suggested ‘Most typically, the sharing has 
been between two types of recreational interest, such as canoeists and 
anglers’ without explaining how biased this zoning is, in the few places 
it exists at all.

There is various mention of fi sh passes, what would be called and 
designed as fi sh and canoe passes on the other side of the Channel 
although no reason is given for the difference here.

Much of the environmentalists’ position is bolstered by EU protective 
legislation although such legislation is not infallible and there is a 
difference between protecting a species and giving it exclusivity or 
taking an environment it likes and changing it for one it might like even 
better, even if that causes major problems for other users. Sometimes 
the thinking is plain baffl ing. The kingfi sher (Widespread on canals 
and navigable rivers) and the noctule bat (A bat that occurs widely in 
England, Wales and south-west Scotland; sometimes feeds over water) 
are just two species requiring special treatment.

The report ends with ten case studies. It would have been useful 
to have had the Pocklington and Basingstoke Canals but at least we 
have the Montgomery, written in extremely diplomatic and general 
language. For example, there is no mention of the fact that this is where 
the Waterway Recovery Group had to carry out their most expensive 
project ever on any British waterway, not canal restoration but a nature 
reserve. Yet, the canal workers’ input is considered essential for this canal 
as ‘the plants would not fl ourish in the long term if the canal is left to 
nature, as it would eventually revert to swamp and then woodland.’

Canal groups are struggling to fund their restoration work. Most 
would be very happy to consider the requests of environmentalists with 
ideas they would like to fund and undertake as part of a project. Having 
environmentalists come along and demand that boaters fund and 
undertake ideas which often contain much guesswork is another matter.

This well intended study by IWAC attempts to push the balance 
towards a less extreme position but, even if fully acted upon, will still 
leave a long way to go to achieve genuine balance.

Malta
210mm sq

24 pages, paperback
This booklet g ives a br ief 

introduction to the islands of 
Malta. There are just enough 
coastal views to give a fl avour of 
what the sea paddling offers.

Maltese Islands - The Mediterranean’s Best Kept Secret

introduction to the islands of 
Malta. There are just enough 
coastal views to give a fl avour of 
what the sea paddling offers.

Municipality of Meganissi, Ellas
210mm sq

198 pages, paperback
In English and Greek, this 

general introduction to the island 
includes some aerial photographs 
of the coast. It also has photographs 
of a cave in which the Greeks 
were claimed to have hidden their 
submar ine dur ing the Second 
World War.

Meganissi - A Small Island with a Big Heart

general introduction to the island 
includes some aerial photographs 
of the coast. It also has photographs 
of a cave in which the Greeks 
were claimed to have hidden their 
submar ine dur ing the Second 
World War.
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west of Pontevedra and could be attractive to 
anyone wanting to extend a marathon racing 
trip.

The English has a style of its own. ‘Beaches 
concurred and with all the services or virgins 
and solitaries beaches. Rich brave waters 
in recommendable oidine and sodium for 
a therapy, or calm, little sodium waters and 
more lukewarm for another different therapy.’ 
So it goes on.

The valuable part is clear satellite pictures 
with roads overlaid. There are conventional 
photos of the beaches, including a double sit 

on top, and panels of details. For each beach it gives the wind direction, 
level of protection, environment, dimensions at high water, nature of 
beach material, how busy it gets, how it is reached and its facilities from 
canoe hire to ‘chiringuito of beach’.

The fi rst satellite picture seems to show dozens of fi sh cages spread all 
across the bay off Peralto, not just round the edge as with Scottish sea 
lochs. Google Earth confi rms there to be many more than appear in this 
picture, maybe hundreds of them.

British Waterways Scotland, Canal House, Applecross St, Glasgow 
G4 9SP

A3 folding to 210 x 100mm
Much more compact than the Skipper’s Guides, these three leafl ets 

each have a detailed map with location of facilities, introduction, 
history, distance chart and a few photographs on the inside, most useful. 
The outside is just general blurb and the photographs often do not 
even relate to the featured canal. Get them for their inner sides.

Explore the Crinan Canal

Explore the Forth & Clyde Canal

west of Pontevedra and could be attractive to 
anyone wanting to extend a marathon racing 
trip.

concurred and with all the services or virgins 
and solitaries beaches. Rich brave waters 
in recommendable oidine and sodium for 
a therapy, or calm, little sodium waters and 
more lukewarm for another different therapy.’ 
So it goes on.

with roads overlaid. There are conventional 
photos of the beaches, including a double sit 

Explore the Union Canal

Lugo, España
420 x 480mm folding to 

210 x 120mm
These two leafl ets feature 

the River Miño at Lugo in 
Galicia, each with a map on 
one side and written details 
on the other. The 11km 
upper section is of more 
interest with canoe schools 
and canoe training. Pictures 
include marathon kayaks, 
high kneeling C1s and two 

groups of polo players.
The lower leafl et adds a further 1.6km with a large weir in what is 

seen as more of a wildlife area.

Route - The Open Miño, Downstream

Route - The Upper Banks, Up the Miño

the River Miño at Lugo in 
Galicia, each with a map on 
one side and written details 
on the other. The 11km 
upper section is of more 
interest with canoe schools 
and canoe training. Pictures 
include marathon kayaks, 
high kneeling C1s and two 

Skomer restrictions
The Skomer Marine Nature Reserve Advisory Committee have 

produced a leafl et entitled Diving in the Skomer Marine Nature Reserve 
which gives the tidal fl ows around the island in considerable detail. 
Slack water times are given for two dozen different areas. CCW have 
a leafl et entitled User Regulations listing out all the things you may not 
do in the area. It includes a map which implies that if you want to go 
anywhere near the island it may only be in August, when there is little 
wildlife present.

500 x 800mm folding to 250 x 190mm
420 x 590mm folding to A5
British Waterways Scotland

2008
500 x 800mm folding to 250 x 190mm

These three guides have all been updated (Jul 06 p41, Jun 08 p48, 
Apr 04, p49). They contain maps with enlargements of details. Thus, 
the Caledonian has the main map plus 10 enlargements in addition 
to chartlets of the approaches at each end. Some of the information is 
specifi cally for the users of large craft so you will need to be selective.

The Crinan sheet adds places of interest to be visited along the canal.
The remaining sheet covers the Clyde from well below Bowling 

to the Firth of Forth beyond the bridges. The River Carron with its 

Skipper’s Guide - Caledonian Canal

Skipper’s Guide - Crinan Canal

Skipper’s Guide - Forth & Clyde & Union Canals

420 x 400mm folding to 210 x 100mm

500 x 800mm folding to 250 x 190mm

tides is particularly well covered and the 
Falkirk Wheel and approaches are also 
explained. Facilities from public houses to 
cashpoint machines are located although 
there are a couple of places where the 
text states that it is for a 2006 edition.

Canoes are no longer allowed to use 
the traffi c light controlled Falkirk Tunnel 
but powered craft are told to watch out 
for them coming through against the 
lights all the same. As it is nearly four 
years since we first raised the tunnels 
problem at a meeting with BW and 
nearly a year since CEO Robin Evans 
last told Paddlers International that he 
would look into the matter it seems that 

use of tunnels by canoeists is not something 
which causes BW too much concern. One 
hopes they are as relaxed about their notices 
which now ban shooting of weirs off the 
Caledonian Canal.

Regione Lazio
230 x 140mm

97 pages, paperback
Free

There are over 40 lakes in Italy’s Lazio 
region, mostly volcanic, described in great 
detail in this packed book with their scenery, 
wildlife and much more. Each has a section 
on the local gastronomic delicacies and 
another on outdoor activities. Canoeing 
is featured frequently with photographs, 
together with hire centres. Usually they are 
sit on top kayaks but one lake is used by the 
Italian sprint team for training so a K1 is 
shown.

Enjoying the Lakes of Lazio

region, mostly volcanic, described in great 
detail in this packed book with their scenery, 
wildlife and much more. Each has a section 
on the local gastronomic delicacies and 
another on outdoor activities. Canoeing 
is featured frequently with photographs, 
together with hire centres. Usually they are 
sit on top kayaks but one lake is used by the 
Italian sprint team for training so a K1 is 
shown.

Regione Marche, Giunta Regionale, 
Tourism Dept, 60125 Ancona, Via 

Gentile da Fabriano 9, Italia
2005

240 x 170mm
36 pages, paperback

Free
The essence of this guide to the central 

Italian Adriatic coast is to take coastal 
towns and their inland counterparts in the 
mountains, describing them in detail with 
their histories, churches and altitudes. A 
calendar of festivals is given for each. A 
detailed map gives the nature of the beach 
material at each town or village.

Marche - Italy in One Region

Italian Adriatic coast is to take coastal 
towns and their inland counterparts in the 
mountains, describing them in detail with 
their histories, churches and altitudes. A 
calendar of festivals is given for each. A 
detailed map gives the nature of the beach 
material at each town or village.

Tourism Offi ce 
Island Krk, Hrvatska

A4
28 pages, 
paperback

M a n y  o f  t h e 
p i c tu re s  p rov ide 
overviews of  the 
c o a s t , l i t e r a l l y, 
s u ppo r t e d  by  a 
moderate amount of 
text. You will be able 
to form a decision on 
whether you agree 

Island of Krk Croatia

Island Krk, Hrvatska

p i c tu re s  p rov ide 
overviews of the 
c o a s t , l i t e r a l l y, 
s u p p o r t e d  by  a 
moderate amount of 
text. You will be able 
to form a decision on 

Regione Siciliana, Assessorato 
Regionale del Turismo, 

delle Comunicazioni & dei 
Transporti, 90141 Palermo, Via E 

Notarbartolo 9, Italia
Aug 2007

240 x 210mm
47 pages, paperback

Points around the Sici l ian 
coastline are described in this book. 
Canoeing gets occasional mention. 
It is suggested for the clear waters 
of Sciacca and is proposed as the 
way to see the Timpa lava cliffs. A 
formal presentation style doesn’t 

always help the photographs but there is enough here to give a fl avour 
of the interesting seascapes the island has to offer, even if you do not 
see evidence of the ‘Caribbean panoramas’.

Sicily - 1000 km of Coast to be Experienced

coastline are described in this book. 
Canoeing gets occasional mention. 
It is suggested for the clear waters 
of Sciacca and is proposed as the 
way to see the Timpa lava cliffs. A 
formal presentation style doesn’t 

that the packed beach at Baska is one of the most beautiful in the world 
or whether you might prefer some of the others in the region.

TZG Makarska, 
Obala Kralja 

Tomislava 16, HR-
21300 Makarska, 

Hrvatska
A4

20 pages, 
paperback

The brief text in 
Croatian and English 
claims the highest 
mounta in  in  the 
Mediterranean and 

clearest water in the world. Mostly little more than names are given, 
glossy photographs completely occupying all the space. The occasional 
canoe or sit on top kayak will be spotted but the booklet is of greatest 
value for its aerial views of the coast. A three dimensional map of the 
coast gives an indication of the high mountains to be seen behind the 
narrow coastal strip.

Makarska Riviera

Croatian and English 
claims the highest 
mounta in  in  the 
Mediterranean and 

Massimiliano Finzi
Viking

110 x 210mm
16 pages, paperback

The fi rst of these small booklets 
shows pictures of the coast of 
Formentera with just Spanish place 
names, supported by small location 
maps.

The other has pictures of sports, 
beginning with two pages of 
marathon K1, K2 and sea kayaks 
and sit on tops. This time there are 
headings in six languages, of which 

the best has to be ‘Biking’ surrounded by fi ve spellings of ‘Catamaran’. 
There is no text but a few hire options are detailed.

shows pictures of the coast of 
Formentera with just Spanish place 

Passió per Formentera - Platja i Sol

Passió per Formentera -  Turime Actiu

names, supported by small location 
maps.

beginning with two pages of 
marathon K1, K2 and sea kayaks 
and sit on tops. This time there are 
headings in six languages, of which 

Formentera with just Spanish place 
names, supported by small location 

Andrea Bralic
Town of Mali Losinj Tourism 

Offi ce, Hrvatska
2008

210mm sq
28 pages, paperback

Veli Losinj has been declared the 
most beautiful spot in Kvarner and 
Mali Losinj was the 2007 Croatian 
tourism champion. It is not clear 
what that means but a series of 
photographs include some of the 
coast from the air, indicating its 
level of attraction to boaters.

Islands of Losinj

most beautiful spot in Kvarner and 
Mali Losinj was the 2007 Croatian 
tourism champion. It is not clear 
what that means but a series of 
photographs include some of the 
coast from the air, indicating its 

Xunta de Galicia, Dirrecion Xeral de Turismo, Conselleria de 
Cultura, Communication Social & Turismo, España

2002
A5

20 pages, paperback
If you don’t know where O Grove is, this booklet won’t tell you, 

a bit of a failing for a tourist promotional guide. In fact, it lies to the 

The Beaches of O Grove
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On 26th October 2008 the two boats for the 4,000 nautical mile 
Lapita Voyage, Lapita Tikopia and Lapita Anuta, slipped into the water 
without a hitch.

Blessed with a few words and a splash of coconut milk from 
expedition leaders Klaus Hympendahl and James Wharram, they were 
heaved down a beautiful white sand beach and into the Pacific. It was 
the culmination of almost 3 years of dreaming, designing and planning.

The boats rested in the shallow, turquoise waters a short paddle 
from the lively bars and restaurants of Alona Beach, Panglao Island, 
Philippines.

Most of the crew were aboard ready for the last few of days of 
preparations and provisioning.

The boats set sail on 3rd November.
This voyage was to establish finally the historic connection between 

the modern multihull and its Stone Age ancestors.
The boats were built on Panglao, the Philippines, by Andy Smith and 

his excellent team at Junction Boat Works. Andy has worked as builder 
of James Wharram catamarans for over 20 years.

Five round wooden beams link the two hulls and are fixed in place 
with lashings in true Polynesian (and Wharram) style. This enabled 
the boats to be finished at the boatyard, transported to the beach and 
reassembled in an afternoon.

The first three week stage was from Panglao off the island of Bohol 
in the Philippines to Halmahera, in the Maluku Islands, Indonesia. It’s a 
distance of 700 nautical miles.

Amongst the crews of the two vessels on their maiden voyages were 
be two renowned academics, Dr Dizon, an underwater archaeologist 
from the National Museum in Manila, and Dr Gregor Larson, a DNA 
expert connected with Durham University.

Dr Dizon believes that the development of sailing craft by the ancient 
peoples of the Philippines fed into Polynesian migrations.

Dr Larson is taking hundreds of samples from dogs, cats, chickens and 
pigs to analyze with his colleague, Dr Keith Dobney. They are looking 
into the origins of domesticated animals carried by ancient Polynesians 
and, thus, tracking human migration into the south Pacific.

 The voyage
This journey is the first voyage in modern times to follow a proposed 

migration route of the ancient Polynesians into the Pacific, using modern 
interpretations of Polynesian boats.

The boats sailed from Panglao down through the Maluku Islands 
(also known as the Moluccas, Moluccan Islands, the Spice Islands or 
simply Maluku) and Papua in Indonesia, along the north coast, into the 
Bismarck Archipelago of New Guinea and then took a southerly route 
through the whole of the Solomon Islands to the islands of Anuta and 
Tikopia.

The Lapita Voyage visited numerous isolated coastal communities and 
experienced many different languages and customs.

At the end of the voyage the two double canoes were presented to the 
inhabitants of the small Polynesian islands of Tikopia and Anuta.

The Lapita Voyage honours the most outstanding seafaring people of 
the world, the Polynesians, and shows just how seaworthy, adaptable and 
capable their sailing craft were.

The two Polynesian catamarans reached Jayapura on the north coast 
of Papua just in time for Christmas but turkey was a little thin on the 
ground.

On 13th Feb Matt reported that the voyage had reached Honiara. The 
final push to the Santa Cruz group with Anuta and Tikopia was about to 
begin.

The Lapita Voyage finished on Mar 30th and the crew were looking 
forward to sipping cold beers in Honiara. As another tropical depression 
swept east to Anuta and Tikopia the catamarans that carried us across 
4,000 miles of the south Pacific were safely pulled up on the islands’ 
beaches and the crews freshly trained. The sailors need more experience 
on the boats but that will come in time; we got a real sense that these 
Polynesian catamarans are going to be well used. Now it’s up to them.

Further details
Anuta and Tikopia are Polynesian outliers, specks in the ocean at the 

far end of the Solomon Islands. 
Anuta (Cherry Island or te fatu sekeseke, the slippery stone) is only 

750m in diameter and home to under 300 people who fish and garden 
the volcanic soil.

Tikopia is slightly bigger (5km sq, population over 1,000) and is 
remnant of an extinct volcano, Mt Reani (380m). Below the peak in the 
volcanic crater is Te Roto, a deep freshwater lake.

In presenting the boats to the islands of Tikopia and Anuta, we 
acknowledge the debt owed by Western yachtsmen to the Polynesian 
inspiration for their modern catamarans.

Just how the Pacific was colonized and where the Polynesians 
originated continues to be hotly debated.

Thor Heyerdahl tried to prove with his Kon-Tiki expedition 60 years 
ago that the ancient Polynesians came from South America but this thesis 
turned out to be wrong.

Current theories vary but all point to the origins of Polynesians 
coming from Asia. We believe that this means Polynesian sea craft could 
sail against the prevailing trade winds, just as modern yachts can do.

It has been theorized that ancient Polynesians came from an area 
around Taiwan. Some academics hypothesize that the Philippines were the 
birthplace of Polynesian sailing technology whilst other experts maintain 
that Polynesian culture is a product of interaction and exploration of 
many groups in southeast Asia. Our voyage explored all these possibilities.

In the Mariana Islands of Micronesia and along the long proposed 
Polynesian colonization route from the Bismarck Archipelago (Papua 
New Guinea) to New Caledonia, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa, shards of Lapita 
pottery have been found. This gave us the name of our expedition.

What makes the migration of the Polynesians into the Pacific so 
fascinating?
- They had the vision and courage to venture out for unknown islands.
- Using fire, stones and shells they built seagoing boats which sailed two 
thirds of the equatorial waters of this world.
- Their vessels were faster than those used by the discoverers, eg James 
Cook, Bougainville etc.

- They were able to sail to windward against the prevailing trade winds.
- They were able to live on their boats for weeks and settle new islands 
with their animals and plants.
- Their voyages were carefully planned expeditions into the unknown.

James Wharram
James Wharram, at 80 years old, was the senior leader of the Lapita 

Voyage, a culmination of his life’s work of over 50 years in catamaran 
design.

Wharram has spent most of his life battling against the establishment, 
his unorthodox family life often overshadowing his groundbreaking 
achievements in catamaran design. Whilst he is fêted as a living legend 
in France, Italy and the USA, most of his achievements have been 
overlooked in the UK.  He is not your average sort of sailor. Born in 
Manchester, the son of a Master Builder, he craved adventure from an 
early age, adventure that was only partially satisfied by mountaineering 
and spending two years working and travelling in postwar Europe. 
The ideals of the Polynesian seafarers satisfied his wanderlust, his need 
for adventure. In 1955 Wharram built one of the world’s first modern 
catamarans, Tangaroa, and sailed it 4,000 nautical miles across the 
Atlantic with two German girls as crew. Once 
in Trinidad he built a second, bigger catamaran 
on the beach and sailed it back to the UK, 
the first west - east crossing of the Atlantic by 
catamaran, where he began selling his DIY 
catamaran designs. His book about the voyage, 
Two Girls, Two Catamarans, is a classic, offbeat, 
utopian manual for a free thinking, postwar 
generation of classless 20 something English 
sea wanderers. Wharram’s great achievement 
torpedoed established thinking on Polynesian 
boats which, at the time, were dismissed as 
primitive, unseaworthy and dangerous. Since 
then Wharram has continued to defy established shipbuilding dogma 
and societal norms, continuing refining and improving his simple 
to build, easy to sail catamarans that consistently reflect traditional 
Polynesian boat types. A key for a man who believes that his northern 
English accent never quite fitted in sailing circles, he believes he has also 
broken down class barriers. As one official once commented ‘James, you 
design boats that bus drivers can sail’.
Matt Fletcher

Lapita  Voyage
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Help overseas
Are you canoeing abroad this year? If you are, especially if you are 

getting away from the normal tourist destinations, the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office are there to help you if things go wrong. This is 
based on advice they offer to British travellers to help prevent you from 
getting into trouble and to tell you what they can and cannot do if you 
come unstuck.

More and more travellers are setting off to explore exotic and remote 
parts of the world. Most have trouble free trips. For many, their journeys 
change their lives but sometimes those changes aren’t good ones. Every 
year some end up in prison. Some get very ill. Some die. They know 
because their staff have to help their families pick up the pieces.

They don’t want to scare you. They don’t want to stop you going but 
they do want you to take care of yourselves. You can stay out of trouble 
if you follow three basic rules:
* Tick off the checklist of things to do before you go.
* Follow the guidelines for what to do when you’re there.
* Avoid troublespots by following their travel advice.

Of course, if you do get into trouble then their staff in 220 offices 
around the world are ready to help you but they’d rather you didn’t get 
into trouble in the first place!

Before you go
* Get up to date information, including Travel Advice issued by the 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, on each country you plan to visit. 
Some places are dangerous; see  the Avoiding Troublespots section below.
* Get full travel insurance to cover illness, injury and loss of money, 
baggage and tickets.
* Take a UK telephone chargecard.
* Take a padlock and chain to secure your baggage at airports, railway 
stations, on buses etc.
* If you have to carry medicine get a doctor’s note in case you are 
stopped by customs or lose your medicine and need to replace it.
* Read a good guidebook and find out about your destination. Make 
sure you know about local laws and customs and follow them on arrival.
* Leave details of your journey and contact details with your family and 
tell them of any change of plan. Leave copies of your passport, insurance 
policy (including 24 hour emergency number), ticket details and your 
itinerary and/or store them online using a secure data storage site.
* Register with the FCO’s Locate service via the FCO website. 
Entering details of your trip as well as emergency friend and family 
contact details will help the FCO to find you in the event of a crisis and 
inform your next of kin of your whereabouts.

Insurance
Get adequate and comprehensive travel insurance and check that 

it covers all the activities you plan to undertake. Be sure your policy 
provides for:
* An air ambulance in case you need to be flown home.
* All medical bills (which can be expensive).
* Any pre-existing medical conditions.
* Any potentially hazardous sports activities. Many insurance companies 
consider even basic canoeing to be a high risk activity.
* Bringing the body home in the event of a death.
* Bringing your family home in the event of your illness or injury.
* Replacing and/or bringing your car home.

Money
* Make sure you have enough for your trip and to cover emergencies.
* Take traveller’s cheques and keep a separate record of their numbers.
* Before you leave, find out how your traveller’s cheques and credit 
cards can be replaced if lost.
* Check the expiry dates on your credit cards and make a separate note 
of their numbers.
* Carry only as much money as you need for the day; if possible leave 
the rest in a hotel safe.
* If you have to carry a lot of money, ask your partner or a friend to 
carry some of it for you.
* Use a money belt or secure inside pocket.
* Don’t carry all your cards with you; if possible leave at least one in a 
hotel safe.
* If your money, passport or anything else is stolen abroad, report it at 
once to the local police and obtain a statement about the loss as you 
will need to claim against your insurance. You will need to take steps to 
cancel any cards or traveller’s cheques so take relevant phone numbers.

Plan to stay healthy
* Check what vaccinations you need with your GP as long as possible 
before you travel. You may need a course of treatment over a period of 
time.
* Check to see if you need extra health precautions for the country you 
are visiting (eg malaria zones).
* Check if your medication is legal in the country you are visiting. 
Check whether you should pack it in your hand luggage.
* If you are taking prescribed medication take a copy of the prescription 
with you in case you are questioned or need to replace it and find out if 
you will need to take a doctor’s letter with you.
* If you are travelling within the European Economic Area get an 
EHIC from a post office, www.dh.gov.uk/travellers or 0845 606 2030. 
Remember you will still need travel insurance.

Passports and visas
If you want to travel overseas, even journeys through the Channel 

Tunnel, you will need a passport.
* Check that your passport is still valid for a minimum of six months 
at your return date and that it is in good condition. Make a note of its 
number, date and place of issue. Take a copy of the last page and leave it 
with family/friends.
* Write the full details of your next of kin in your passport.
* Check if you will need a visa. Travel agents can advise.
* Children under 16 (including babies) not already included on a valid 
passport need their own individual passports. Children already included 
on their parents’ passports can continue to travel on these until they 
reach 16 or until the passport on which they are included expires. When 
travelling to the USA, children must hold their own passports.
* Take another means of identification (preferable with a photograph).
* Keep your passport in the hotel safe if appropriate and carry a 
photocopy with you.

Avoiding troublespots
Before travelling, take time to find out about your destination. Talk 

to your travel agent or tour operator about possible risks. Read a good 
guidebook. Ask friends who have visited the area. Check the news for 
reports of problems in the places you plan to visit. Consult the FCO’s 
Travel Advice which is regularly updated on the web at http://www.
fco.gov.uk/travel. Things can change quickly and without warning. 
Make sure you are properly informed.
* As you would at home, be alert and observant and report any 
unattended items or suspicious activity by individuals to local police or 
appropriate authorities.

When you are there
* Never get involved with drugs. You could face massive fines, long 
prison sentences in grim conditions, even the death penalty.
* Obey the local laws. In most countries the use of cameras and 
binoculars may be prohibited, particularly near military sites. Use of 
binoculars and cameras in such areas, even for innocent purposes such as 
birdwatching and plane spotting, can be misunderstood.
* Do not leave your baggage unattended, especially at airports or railway 
or bus stations.
* Never carry packages or luggage through customs for other people.
* Don’t cross land borders with people you don’t know, eg hitch hikers.
* Do not drive someone else’s vehicle through customs or across a 
border. Be careful to whom you lend your vehicle.
* Do not drink alcohol in a country where laws do not allow it.
* Never hitch hike.
* Telephone home regularly.
* If you are going to arrive late at night, book your hotel before you get 
there.
* Only change your traveller’s cheques and money in banks or 
authorized foreign exchange offices.
* Dress modestly and respect local customs.
* Be security conscious. Avoid unlit streets at night. Carry only the 
minimum amount of cash when sightseeing.
* It is normally safer not to resist violent theft.

What the FCO can do for you
* Issue an emergency passport to get you back to the UK.
* Contact family and friends and ask them to help you with money or 
tickets.
* Tell you how to transfer money.
* In an emergency, cash a sterling cheque for you worth up to £100 if 
supported by a valid banker’s card.
* Help you get in touch with local doctors, interpreters, lawyers and 
local British organizations.
* Visit you in hospital and pass messages to your family if you wish.
* If you are arrested they will visit you, advise about local lawyers and 
the local legal and prison systems and pass messages to your family if 
that is what you want. If you are under 18 they must inform your parent 
or guardian of your arrest.
* As a last resort and as long as you meet certain conditions, give you a 
loan to get you back to the UK. This loan must be repaid. There is no 
law that says they must do this. Each case is dealt with on its own merits 
and circumstances. You will be asked to sign an undertaking to repay the 
loan.

... but they cannot
* Intervene in court proceedings or get you out of prison. Nor can they 
give legal advice or get better treatment for you than is given to local 
people.
* Pay your hotel, medical, legal, travel or any other bills.
* Get you somewhere to live, a job or a work permit.

They are committed to helping British nationals in trouble overseas. 
The main Consulate is usually in the capital city. There are often smaller 
consular offices, including Honorary Consulates, in other cities and 
towns.

Carry a list of British Consular Offices and their phone numbers in 
the countries you plan to visit. You can get the addresses from your local 
library, from the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in London or from 
their website (see below).

Working hours in most British Consulate offices usually follow the 
local pattern but telephone first. Most British Consulates operate an 
answerphone service outside office hours, telling you the office opening 
hours and arrangements for handling emergencies.

In countries where there is no British Consular Office you can seek 
help from the Embassies and Consulates of other EU member states.

Travel information
Up to date information on problems affecting your safety around the 

world is available on the internet at www.fco.gov.uk and from the Travel 
Advice Unit, telephone 020 7008 0232/0233.

The Consular Directorate is based at the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office, Old Admiralty Building, London SW1A 2PA.

Canoeing abroad
Travel has always involved an element of risk, both for the traveller and for those being 
visited. That situation has not improved in recent years. Because of political positions, 

Americans have the greatest problems but we are not far behind. This feature advises you on 
things you can do to help yourself, what the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can do to help 
you and what the American Department of Homehand Security require you to do to protect 

American residents.
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American security
Are you paddling in America this year? If so, you will be faced with new 

requirements in the way of biometric data

The US Department of Homeland Security has been upgrading its 
biometric collection technology to more quickly and accurately identify 
international visitors. This upgrade includes using new, faster fingerprint 
scanners to collect additional fingerprints from international visitors 
when they enter the United States.

DHS is upgrading its biometric collection technology from a two 
to a 10 fingerprint collection standard for two primary reasons. Firstly, 
collecting additional fingerprints gives us more information against 
which to verify a visitor’s identity, making the process faster and more 
accurate. With more fingerprints against which to match, US Customs 
& Border Protection officers can more quickly match the biometrics 
to say that visitors are who they say they are and do not pose a threat to 
the United States but if the person in line is a criminal or immigration 
violator or requires further questioning, the officer will know this more 
quickly and remove him from the line for additional screening without 
delaying legitimate visitors.

Secondly, collecting more fingerprints increases our system’s 
fingerprint matching accuracy, reducing the possibility that our system 
will misidentify an international visitor. While this doesn’t happen often, 
reducing mismatches makes travel more efficient for legitimate visitors 
and enables us to focus our attention on those who pose a risk to the 
United States.

Why does the United States collect fingerprints and how does 
this process benefit international visitors?

For more than five years, Department of State consular officers and 
CBP officers have been collecting biometrics (digital fingerprints and 
a photograph) from all non US citizens between the ages of 14 and 79, 
with some exceptions, when they apply for visas or arrive at U.S. ports 
of entry.

The United States collects biometrics because, unlike names and 
dates of birth, which can be changed, biometrics are unique and 
almost impossible to forge. By using biometrics to establish and verify 
visitors’ identities, we are making international travel more convenient, 
predictable and secure for legitimate visitors but difficult, unpredictable 

and intimidating for criminals, immigration violators and those who 
want to do harm to the United States.

Collecting biometrics also helps protect visitors against identity 
theft if their travel documents are lost or stolen. Document fraud 
and identity theft continue to be a worldwide problem. Since 2001, 
Interpol has amassed a database of 6,700,000 lost or stolen passports, 
including 2,800,000 from Visa Waiver Programme countries alone. Using 
biometrics helps the United States stop criminals and immigration 
violators, including those using fraudulent identification, from entering 
the country. 

Are other countries using biometrics as a part of the travel 
process?

Yes. Countries around the world are using biometrics for expedited 
traveller programmes and border security measures. The government of 
Japan began collecting fingerprints from arriving visitors in 2007. The 
European Union is building a 10 fingerprint visa issuance programme 
based on the very successful Eurodac. The United Kingdom is collecting 
fingerprints from visa applicants and is testing fingerprint collection at 
ports of entry. The United Arab Emirates utilizes iris scans as part of its 
immigration and border control processes.

As countries continue developing consistent, compatible biometric 
systems, we will be able to more accurately identify criminals and 
immigration violators, making the world a place in which legitimate 
international travel will be convenient, predictable and secure but 
difficult, unpredictable and intimidating for those who want to do us 
harm.

What are international visitors required to do when departing 
the United States?

Currently, when leaving the United States, international visitors 
need to return their Form I-94 or Form I-94W to an airline or ship 
representative or CBP officer prior to departure. By returning the 
form, international visitors complete the US entry - exit process and 
help the United States verify they have complied with the terms of 
admission of their stay. However, in the future international visitors will 
be required to provide biometrics when departing the United States. 
International visitors will be notified about the new requirements, 
which are expected to take effect within the next year at US airports 
and seaports. Implementing biometric exit procedures at the land border 
ports poses many unique challenges. DHS continues to research options 

and cost estimates to ensure that any new procedures will not negatively 
impact the economy, the environment or traveller safety.

What US government agency is responsible for this technology 
upgrade?

DHS’s US-VISIT programme provides US visa issuing posts and 
ports of entry with the biometric technology that enables the US 
government to establish and verify international visitors’ identities. US-
VISIT, in cooperation with CBP, is leading the transition from two to 10 
fingerprint collection.

How does US-VISIT keep international visitors’ personal 
information, including biometrics, private and secure?

US VISIT is vigilant about protecting the data it collects and about 
ensuring the integrity of that data. In fact, protecting the privacy of 
international visitors is one of the programme’s four core goals. US-
VISIT’s privacy policies extend to non US citizens most of the same 
privacy protections given by law to U.S. citizens.

In fact, US-VISIT has a dedicated privacy officer who is responsible 
not only for ensuring compliance with privacy laws and procedures 
but also for creating a culture within the programme where privacy is 
inherently valued, treated as a fundamental right and obligation and fully 
considered in US-VISIT’s planning and development processes.

If I believe the system has inaccurate information about me, 
how can I have this reviewed and corrected and, how long does 
this process take?

Travelers can inquire about their personal data or resolve travel related 
screening issues through DHS’s Traveler Redress Inquiry Program. 
To initiate an inquiry regarding your personal data, please log on to 
DHS TRIP’s interactive website, www.dhs.gov/trip. There you will 
be prompted to describe your particular concerns and experience, 
provide contact information to which a response will be directed and 
be assigned a case number to help you monitor the progress of your 
inquiry. Information required includes:

• Full name as listed in your passport and/or visa
• Passport/visa number and country of issue
• Mailing address
• Contact information (email, telephone number)

• Date and place of birth
• Date of arrival and/or departure from United States
• US port of entry (arrival/departure)
• Name of airline or sea vessel
• Airline flight number or cruise line ticket number
• US visa number
DHS TRIP will process your request completely and accurately as 

quickly as possible after we receive any required supporting paperwork 
for the appropriate forms. After filing online, you will be asked to 
provide supporting documentation within 30 days. We encourage you to 
submit your additional documentation well before the 30 day deadline 
to facilitate the processing of your request. You may check the status of 
your request at any time through the website www.dhs.gov/trip.

You may also direct similar inquiries to the US VISIT Privacy Officer, 
US VISIT Program, Department of Homeland Security, Washington, 
DC 20528 or at usvisitprivacy@dhs.gov.
US-VISIT
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O’Neill Highland Open
O’Neill Europe BV

2008
27 mins

Although it is a board surfing film, we can always learn from others. 
The venues are Thurso (claimed to be the most northerly town in the 
British Isles) and Brims Ness (said to be to its east). The geography aside, 
there is some quality film including aerial photography of the breaks, the 
River Thurso, the cliffs of Holborn Head and Dunnet Head.

There are two versions with the option of commentary or music. 
Disappointingly, the latter still retains the interviews with various 
competitors.

Buff
Buffera Ltd

2006
1 hr 3 mins

I n t e n d e d  a s  a 
promotional DVD, 
this beg ins with a 
section on how to 
fit your Buff, in many 
ways, at speed and with 
humour, including the out 
takes, promotion which is 
both useful and entertaining.

The majority of the film is given 
over to sometimes extreme sports, skiing and snowboarding, motorbike 
racing, trekking, mountain biking, climbing and canyoning, jet skiing, a 
mass bridge jump and over three minutes on kayaks, canoes and rafts, 
none of the paddling particularly rough. Major competitions feature 
significantly, especially the Raid Gauloises and the Camel Trophy, the 
product frequently being worn, displayed on badges and advertised by 
the roadside.

Finally, there are some short TV advertisements, these something of an 
anticlimax. How to don the Buff is a far better advertisement.
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erons, oystercatchers, cormorants, jellyfish, 
porpoises, dolphins and whales frequent the 
clear waters from Fiskavaig Bay (Nov 06 

guide). Dùn Ardtrek is less conspicuous that the small 
white tower lighthouse on Ardtrek Point, sheltering the 
entrance to Loch Harport which has flows ingoing an 
hour and twenty minutes after Dover high water and 
outgoing from four hours forty minutes before Dover 
high water to 1km/h.

Loch Bracadale is dotted with 
islands which each have dark 
cliffs at their seaward ends, 
those on Oronsay rising to a 
72m peak. Between the island 
and Ullinish Point there is 
a drying reef although it is 
only a short portage across 
the causeway when the tide 
is low. However, there are 
breakers over the reef to its 
south in most conditions. 
The grass is used for sheep 
grazing. A fort site occupies 
a headland on the west side 
north of Ullinish Point.

The larger island of Wiay 
rises to 60m with a 56m high 
overhanging cliff on its south side, 
yellow lichen contrasting with the dark 
rock. There are a couple of caves, an arch 
in the northeast corner being accessible 
with the tide in. The island is used for 
summer grazing.

Loch Bracadale has weak tidal streams, 
making it a suitable place for Hakon to shelter 
his fleet in the 13th century after the Battle of Largs 
although swells from the southwest make their way 
between Tarner and Harlosh Islands into Loch Caroy 
and also into Loch Vattern, Loch na Faolinn and Loch 
Bharcasaig.

The view northwest is dominated by Healabhals 
Mhòr and Bheag, Macleod’s Tables North and South 
respectively, both flat topped, the former at 489m. The 
story is told of how MacLeod was being entertained in 
Edinburgh with waiters serving food to fine furniture 

lit by chandeliers, his host baiting him by suggesting he 
could not match the opulence at home. MacLeod duly 
brought his host to Skye and had a meal served by his 
clansmen on top of one of his Tables, lit by the stars of 
the firmament, the city man conceding he had been 
upstaged.

The southeast end of the Duirinish peninsula has 
been planted with fir trees. Caves and arches are 
found between Brandarsaig Bay and Camas na h-

Uamha while Idrigill 
Point has a pillar which 
resembles the bust of a man in naval uniform with 
epaulettes. He gazes out at a seascape which includes 
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Sing me a song of a lad that is gone,

Say, could that lad be I?

Merry of soul, he sailed on a day

Over the sea to Skye.

Robert Louis Stevenson

H

Tables on Oronsay mimic the Healabhals on Duirnish.

The military stack at Idrigill Point.
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1 Japanese knotweed
One of the most invasive weeds in 

Britain, its dense growth crowds out 
native vegetation, erodes riverbanks 
and causes s tructural  damage. 
Growing up to 3m high, this is 
common throughout Britain and can 
regenerate from tiny fragments.

2 Floating pennywort
This fleshy stemmed plant uses its 

roots to interweave a floating mat of 
lush foliage but don’t be fooled by 
this former resident of tropical aquaria 
and garden ponds. This plant is a real 
problem; it grows very rapidly in late 
summer and is responsible for choking 
waterways, crowding out native plants 
and taking oxygen from fish and insects.

3. Giant hogweed
This former beauty queen of 19th century 

ornamental gardens, now found along waterways 
and areas of wasteland, grows up to 5m high. This 
dangerous, dark green giant produces thousands of 
seeds and can shade out other plants, increasing the 
risk of bank erosion. It also contains sap that can 
burn the skin when exposed to sunshine.

4 Australian 
swamp stonecrop

Sold in  garden centres  a s  an 
oxygenating plant, rapidly growing 
stonecrop can quickly smother native 
vegetation. Spreading across the country 
since the 1970s, this yellow and green 
stemmed plant can regrow from tiny 
fragments and lives in a variety of habitats.

5 Water fern
This popular pond plant is also 

known as fairy fern but there’s nothing 
ethereal about it, forming dense mats 
of vegetation on the water’s surface that 
may pose a hazard by appearing solid. 
Able to withstand British winters and 
invade a region very rapidly, this innocent 
sounding plant can reduce light beneath 
the surface, killing native plants and causing deoxygenation. 

6 American 
signal crayfish

Found throughout England, these 
150mm long animals are aggressive, 
breed faster than the native species and 
damage banks with their burrowing. 
They also carry a fungal disease, crayfish 
plague, which is harmful to our native 
species.

7 Himalayan balsam
Despite its soothing name, this densely growing 

pink and red stemmed plant projects its seeds up to 
four metres away, allowing it to stifle native grasses 
and plants in its path. It dies back in autumn but 
its destructive legacy lives on as it leaves waterway 
banks vulnerable to erosion.

8 American mink
The bully of the inland waterways, 

mink are often mistaken for otters but 
are smaller and far more aggressive. 
An efficient predator, it was brought 
to Britain in 1929 for commercial fur 
farms and will greedily dine on a variety 
of waterway natives, including fish, birds, 
invertebrates and favourite, the water vole.

9 Zebra mussel
These stripey stowaways landed in Britain’s 

waterways on the hulls of ships from eastern 
Europe. Growing up to 50mm long, they 
reproduce rapidly and form large colonies that 
attach to almost any submerged hard surface, 
impeding the smooth operating of canal gates 
and sluices.

10 Zander
This wide mouthed predator has 

excellent vision and fang like teeth 
which it uses to eat native fish and 
steal their food. Highly adaptable, this 
voracious carnivore has now spread and 
thrives in large, slow flowing waters in 
central England.

11 Chinese mitten crab
Named after their white tipped claws, 

these 80mm long Asian crustaceans have 
a voracious appetite for almost anything 
that gets in their way. Their extensive 
burrowing damages canals, drainage 
embankments and structures, mostly in 
London, where they were found more 
than 70 years ago.

12 Red-eared terrapin
Britain’s inland waterways were a 

safer place for birds’ eggs and insect 
larvae before these came along. 
Brought to Britain from the USA as 
pets, these can live for 25 years and 
are often dumped in the wild when 
they grow too big or their owners get 
bored.

Broads problems
Areas such as the Broads are particularly at risk from invasive alien 

weeds such as New Zealand pigmyweed and floating pennywort. These 
can choke waterways, increase the risk of flooding and out compete our 
native species. 

Other invasive alien species are also cause for concern. The native 
white clawed crayfish, for example, is being pushed to the brink of 
extinction in many areas by the invasive North American signal crayfish. 
On land, rhododendron, which originally came from south Asia, can 
spread rapidly to dominate an area and prevent the regrowth of native 
plants by releasing toxic chemicals.

To help address the impacts of invasive alien species, the Norfolk 
Biodiversity Partnership launched the Non-native Species Initiative in 
September 2008. This is one of very few projects in Britain designed 
to promote the active management of invasive alien species at a county 
level and, if successful, could become a potential model of best practice.

A £17,000 project is attempting to eradicate floating pennywort from 
the River Waveney.

Alien invaders
BW have named the top dozen alien invading species which they wish to remove from the waterways. Most have been 

imported deliberately and have then escaped or, more usually, been thrown away, where they can now cause major 
problems, often because they do not have natural enemies here to keep them in check.



Rùm, Canna and, across the Sea of the Hebrides, the 
peaks of Barra and South Uist. Commercial ships pass 
through the sea at intervals.

The cliffs run 60 - 180m high with fantastic forms 
and potential powerful downdraughts. The section to 
Moonen Bay is claimed to be the best cliffscape in the 
Hebrides but this is surely an understatement. The scale 
is such that every hole in the cliffs turns out to be a 
cave far exceeding its promise. It is also a prolific source 
of fish floats, buoys and fenders.

Flows run northwest from an hour and twenty 
minutes after Dover high water and southeast from 
four hours forty minutes before Dover high water.

First and most conspicuous are Macleod’s Maidens, 
three basaltic stacks which can be seen from a 
considerable distance. They are named after the wife 
and daughters of a MacLeod who drowned near here. 
The skerries around the feet are a favourite place to 
find barnacles, mermaids and evil spirits and the venue 
was used by Campbell of Ensay for shipwrecking with 
lights. There are waterfalls into Inbhir a’ Gharraidh.

At the ed of Glen Lorgasdal there are stacks on the 
cliffs and in the water. Between them is an arch, behind 
which is a powerful waterfall and near which is a cave 
with a curtain of water across its entrance, a feature of 
a number of caves along this coast. It lacks only a sandy 
beach, the boulders being slippery except under the 
waterfall where there is dense weed like moss on the 
rocks, so a cold power shower can be taken standing or 
seated on a hot day. In the middle of the day the sun 
lights up the fall through the arch and there is not just 
a full circle of rainbow but much of a second ring. This 
has to be the most magical spot on the entire British 
coastline. Seals live amongst the rocks, blackbacked and 
other gulls plus hooded crows live on the cliffs and 
golden eagles soar at the tops of the cliffs.

There are various skerries which cover up to 2km 
offshore although the slab of An Dubh Sgeir stays clear 
of the water at all times, the most distant of the rocks.

Along past the foot of 244m Ben Connan there are 
arches, caves and waterfalls in profusion. There is scope 
for spending hours exploring all the caves in calm 
conditions.

Macleod’s Maidens.are visible from a considerable distance over a wide arc.

Waterfall at the back of Inbhir a’ Gharraidh. The fall at the end of Glen Lorgasdal, arguably the most magical spot on the British coastline.
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Caves and arches proliferate.

Golden eagle soars above the cliffs. Ramasaig Cliff rises to Waterstein Head then drops to the Neist lighthouse. The Outer Hebrides lie beyond.

An arch at Gob na Hoe as the cliffs lead away to Hoe Rape.
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Guide

FACT FILE

Lorgill Bay takes its name from the glen of the 
deer’s cry. There would have been more crying in 1830 
when all ten families were evicted with the choice of 
emigration to Nova Scotia or prison, those over 70 also 
having the option of the poorhouse. It was the story 
of the Clearances perpetrated right across the Scottish 
Highlands.

Hoe Point starts the Hoe, 233m high and only 300m 
from the cliffs, the cliffs reaching 200m high at Gob na 
Hoe. At Hoe Rape the black cliffs have horizontal red 
veins at 6m intervals.

Beyond Ramasaig Bay and a significant waterfall 
is 309m Ben Vratabreck. More conspicuous behind 
Moonen Bay, the bay of fairies, is the angular Waterstein 
Head of lavas and sills, 296m high and falling almost 
vertically from its peak to the sea and An Stac. Also 
beyond its foot is Camas nan Sìdhean, at the back of 
which are lower but substantial waterfalls onto the 
beach. It has also been noted for basking sharks.

A jetty with a derrick crane serves the lighthouse on 
low Neist Point, a 19m white light tower. The point 
has vertical basaltic columns and can be reached by the 
public on foot, large numbers of pieces of stone having 
been balanced on top of each other so that they look 
less like cairns than a surreal oriental garden.

There can be a race off the point. Flows northwards 
run from four hours twenty minutes after Dover high 
water until four hours and forty minutes before Dover 

high water, the flow then dividing to 
add an eddy in the bay until two hours 
before Dover high water when flows 
begin south around the point until an 
hour and twenty minutes after Dover 
high water, the flows strong inshore, 
up to 3km/h northwards to Dunvegan 
Head, a rip tide running northwest 
from this point for 3km on northgoing 
springs. To add interest there may be a 
magnetic anomaly increasing compass 
readings by 10 - 20˚ to An Ceannaich.

Fulmars and other seabirds are 
resident. There are more caves at 
intervals and basaltic columns. The 
Merchant is a detached basaltic column. 
There is also an arch beyond An 
Ceannaich to the north of Oisgill Bay.

Sheltered landing can usually be 
found behind Meanish Pier at Lower 
Milovaig where the B884 ends at Loch 
Pooltiel.

Uncompromising cliffs of An Ceannich.

Many caves have Gothic cathedral proportions.

Distance

From Fiskavaig Bay to Meanish Pier is 35km.

Transport

There is no public transport.

Campsite

There is a campsites at Kilmuir.

Youth Hostel

There are youth hostels at Glenbrittle and Uig.

OS 1:50,000 Sheets

23 North Skye

32 South Skye & Cuillin Hills

Admiralty Charts
1757 Little Minch - Northern Part (1:100,000)

1795 Little Minch - Southern Part (1:100,000))

Tidal Constants
L Harport: HW Dover - 5 hrs, LW Dover - 4 

hrs 50 mins

L Dunvegan: HW Dover - 5 hrs, LW Dover - 4  

hrs 40 mins

Forecasts
Marinecall: Ardnamurchan - Cape Wrath, 

09014 737 474

Sea Area: Hebrides

Submarine Areas
Dunvegan, Neist, Bracadale

Lifeboat
All Weather: Portree

Maritime Rescue Centre
Stornoway, 01851 702013/4
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1st Nowka Bais
There has been a marked reluctance, over the years, for ethnic 

minorities to take part in watersports, despite the fact that they often 
have watersports backgrounds in their own countries. Peter Travis 
decided that a way forward for the Bangladeshi community was to 
import a couple of home built canoes for racing in this country. This 
happened in 2007 and led to the first Nowka Bais regatta being run on 
the Thames at Oxford the following year by Oxford Bangladeshi Boat 
Club, intended to become an annual national event. This time is was 
contested by ten crews from southern England within a 100km radius 
of Oxford and drew significant public interest.

The obvious comparison is with dragon boats. The Bangladeshi canoe 
is wider, carries a crew of ten and is shorter although the long rising 
bow and stern of the canoe add significantly to its length. The crew 
includes a timekeeper with small brass cymbals although, it must be 
said, in the heat of the race the timekeeping tended to get ignored with 
the paddlers doing their own thing. Unlike dragon boat racing, where 
an expert steersman is provided to control the potentially unwieldy 
craft with a long sweep blade, the Bangladeshi crew provide their own 
steersman, using a standard canoe paddle and taking part in the forward 
paddling when steering is not required, the shorter waterline length of 
the Bangladeshi canoe meaning that it can be brought back on track 
more easily. The rest of the crew have narrow canoe paddles without 
top handgrips. This makes them harder to control as the upper hand is 
placed around the shaft rather than over the end. One paddle was picked 
up out of the river after the final. Traditional Bangladeshi dress added to 
the colour and spectacle.

The 360m course was below Folly Bridge, in front of all the 
university boathouses. Heats took place at half hourly intervals to give 
plenty of time for crew changes. Bangladeshi and local spectators lined 
the towpath and excitement ran high as the crews battled it out to 
produce Cheltenham and Witney as the finalists. Witney, on the towpath 
side, were adopted by a family in a moored cruiser, who supplied them 
with cups of water. Starts were not held and were very relaxed affairs. 
On the starting horn, however, Witney were away at such a speed that 
Cheltenham did well to pull back some of the difference on the second 
half of the course. It was one of those rare occasions when a new sport 
is conducted in a sporting spirit with minimal rules and no pushing of 
them. Long may it last.

The prizegiving was notable for having the presentations by Shafi 
U Ahmed, the Bangladeshi High Commissioner, in the presence of 
the Mayor of Oxford. All participants received medals and the winners 
received a cash prize and a large crown trophy, sadly dropped and losing 
one of its baubles into the river before they could get it afloat. It was the 

Witney winners of new Bangladeshi regatta

Witney (near side) and Cheltenham ready to start the final.

Witney steerer with hand bells.

Witney bow man with the boat that adopted them.
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closing day of the Olympic Games and there was a London Olympic 
Games flag present with the date on it. This was carried by the winning 
crew in their canoe up to Folly Bridge, where it was transferred to an 
open topped bus to be taken to Oxford town hall, where it will fly until 
2012.

In the evening a Bangladeshi cultural show was planned outside the 

Riverside Centre and Bangladeshi food had been on sale throughout 
the day. Slightly chaotic at times but exuberant and colourful, this was 
a new event which provided a positive promotion for the Bangladeshi 
community and, hopefully, will encourage some to take to the water 
regularly. This year the crews were all male. Perhaps that could change 
in the future.

Witney lead Cheltenham off the start of the final.

Preparing to take the 2012 Olympic flag to Oxford town hall.Bangladesh’s red and green were very much in evidence.

Bangladeshi High Commissioner Shafi U Ahmed addresses racers 
and supporters at the prizegiving. Interesting detailing on the Bangladeshi boats.
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Henley Winter Series 3
Henley Dragon Boat Club finally came up trumps with the weather, 

having lost to the elements on three of the previously programmed five 
racing and reserve dates. Effectively, it was the first decent spring day 
and Henley rose to the occasion with traffic queues, rowers everywhere 
and a steady trickle of DW practice K2s. Nevertheless, racers were very 
pleased to get some reasonable weather at last, sunny conditions and just 
a breeze blowing up the Henley regatta course, as it so often does.

The 7km course was the usual single loop, beginning at the clubhouse 
above the bridge, going down round Temple Island, up to the islands 
below Marsh Lock and back to the start. Although the series is open 
to bell boats and outrigger racers, all the seven crews were in dragon 
boats for the final race of the series. Rather than stipulating a minimum 
number of female crew members, this season Henley have left it up to 

participants how they compose their crews but have given a 15 second 
time bonus for each female crew member, potentially a 5 minute 
advantage for an all female crew, many looking fit enough to need no 
such additional benefit.

Crews were seeded and set off on rolling starts at 20 second intervals. 
Thus, all crews were away within two minutes and made quite a 
spectacle for the towpath walkers of Henley.

On the downstream leg the crews closed up in pairs, Henley catching 
Wraysbury, Kingston Royals closing on BA Hurricanes and Amathus 
from Liverpool pulling up on Rafters from Tring.

Round the bottom turn with the breeze now following, the boats 
continued to close up. The finish was as exciting as one could wish, 
Kingston Royals, Henley and Amathus line abreast as they powered 
out of the spring sunlight, spray flying. That was the finishing order 

Rafters take series from joint winners

Henley lead Kingston Royals and the rest of the world off the rowing regatta course.

Masters International. On the far side, after the turn, Kingston Royals ahead of BA Hurricanes.

Wraysbury overtake DW practice crews and pass rowers.

Henley run down the side of Temple Island.

Amathus lead Rafters around the Temple Island turn.
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8th European Nations Championships
200m: WP: 1 Rossija, 51.23. 2 Deutschland, 51.82. 3 GB, 51.97. OJ: 1 Deutschland, 49.25. 
2 GB, 50.21. 3 Polska, 50.28. 500m: WP: 1 Rossija, 2:05.67. 2 GB, 2:06.14. 3 Ceská, 2:09.05. 
MixJ: 1 Deutschland, 1:59.62. 2 GB, 2:02.28. 3 Polska, 2:02.66. OJ: 1 Polska, 1:57.72. 2 
Deutschland, 1:58.46. 3 GB, 2:01.84. OS: 1 Rossija, 1:54.13. 2 GB, 1:54.80. 3 Polska, 1:55.88. 
2km: WP: 1 Rossija, 9:50.70. 2 GB, 9:53.30. 3 Sverige, 10:04.77. MixJ: 1 Deutschland, 
9:15.27. 2 Polska, 9:42.46. 3 GB, 9:44.73. OJ: 1 Deutschland, 9:19.42. 2 Polska, 9:30.51. 3 GB, 
9:56.93. OS: 1 Ceská, 9:09.17. 2 Polska, 9:09.53. 3 GB, 9:11.15.

1 Amathus, 30:20. Masters International, 30:20. 3 Kingston Royals, 31:09. Series winners: 1 
Rafters.
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European Championships
K1WJ: 1 S Hornhardt, Deutschland. 2 P Layton, GB. 3 A Kaspers, Deutschland. 4 I Crosby, GB. 
7 G Bates, GB. K1W: 1 F Jarvie, GB. 2 Q Wegman, Nederland. 3 N Halasova, Slovensko. 5 L 
Davies, GB. 8 J Chrimes, GB. 13 C O’Hara, GB. K1MJ: 1 S Devred, France. 2 M Renault, France. 
3 J Bradley, GB. 5 T Turner, GB. 10 S Allinson, GB. 15 S Parry, GB. K1M: 1 M Dumoulin, France. 
2 G Kernin, France. 3 P Csonka, Slovensko. 8 A Ward, GB. 18 S Anderson, GB. 19 J Bebbington, GB. 
Sq: 1 J Reeves, GB. 2 P Cornes, GB. 3 C O’Hara, GB. 4 E Runciman, GB. 6 M Scutt, GB. C1: 1 D 
Bainbridge, GB. 2 J Domenjó i Cadefau, España. 3 A Besseau, France. 10 P King, GB. OC1: 1 I 
Etxeberria, España. 2 J Domenjó i Cadefau, España. 3 J Suc, France. 5 P King, GB. 7 C Noble, GB.

Race moved to avoid flooding
Etive River Race

What a weekend! Yak sponsored paddler Pete Scutt was a winner 
in the Etive River Race in a very wet Scotland. The Etive is one of 
Scotland’s favorite pool drop rivers, situated on the west coast, northwest 
of Crianlarich/Tyndrum.

Event moves
The Malaysians have made Putrajaya their new capital although Kuala 

Lumpur will remain the business capital. 38% of the city is parks, lakes 
and wetlands, the centrepiece being the 6.5km2 manmade Putrajaya Lake 
which is being used for canoeing and other watersports. Making the 
move, the Malaysians will run the first Putrajaya International Dragon 
Boat festival over Jun 5 - 7th.

The world championships, which were moved from Moscow to 
Poznan, have now been moved again to Prague on Aug 26 - 30th. A 
clash with the world rowing championships had not been spotted. The 
Poles, who hosted the event there in 2003, are expected to be awarded 
the event again in the not too distant future.

BDA report positive results
Despite having some 150 competitors present for the last of the 

Henley series, the BDA AGM which followed it immediately was barely 
quorate. Andy Trotman has retired as president after four years, his place 
being taken by Mike Haslam, who missed the meeting after a routine 
hospital test went wrong. Janet Foster takes on Mike’s previous job as 
chairman. The position of international team manager continues to be 
held by Jim Rossiter, previously canoe marathon team manager for 35 
years. The BDA are in a very healthy position with membership, event 
attendance and income all up this year.

Tennis elbow dragon
Former tennis star Michael Stich is running a dragon boat regatta 

again in Hamburg on Jun 12th. It is to raise funds for AIDS victims, 
especially children.

Do it better with your eyes closed
The idea of including visually impaired paddlers in dragon boats 

is not new. However, two coaches have found that their fully sighted 
paddlers produce better coordinated and more powerful performances 
with their eyes closed. The next stage must be to see what happens in a 
race situation with other drummers and distractions present.

Kingston Royals, Henley and Amathus cross the line although that was not the final result.

Kingston Royals head under Henley bridge.

for the leading boats but adjustments had to be made for the staggered 
starts and the female crew members. As a result there was a dead heat 
between Amathus and Masters International. 3rd placed Kingston Royals 
took home the club trophy, which they had presented themselves, 
and Rafters, in 4th place, took the series trophy for the season. BA 
Hurricanes, in 6th place, were the most improved crew of the series so, 
at last, British Airways have something to celebrate. The hosts seemed 
deservedly pleased with the day’s event despite some of their paddlers 
having to undertake tasks on the bank instead of racing. Thus, there 
was a wide spread of the spoils and most paddlers could find reasons for 
leaving the event at the end of the winter series very satisfied with their 
performances.

The race was supposed to be held on the middle Etive (Triple Falls 
down to Right Angle Falls). However, owing to 17 hours of intense rain 
leading up to the event, which made the river levels rise, the race was 
moved to the upper section.

40 teams consisting of 2 paddlers set off, one after another, against the 
clock, the fastest combined time to win.

Pete Scutt and Graham Milton’s run didn’t start too well. Graham, 
for reasons unknown, broke out. He soon turned around and started 
going downstream again. They both paddled hard for thirteen minutes, 
bouncing through wavetrains and punching holes. Luckily, that was 
enough to take 1st place in the sponsored category! By the time they 
reached the middle section, where the race was initially going to be 
held, the river was pretty full on and they both reached the finish line 
totally shattered!

Pete comments ‘At the end Graham realized he had left his drain 
bung out as well! Could we have gone faster? In reflection it was a good 
idea to move the race as by the time we reached Triple Falls the river 
was huge. It was really quite impressive watching Milton clean it! I ran it 
with my heart in my mouth... What a river!’
Oana Matty

Peter Scutt wins on the Etive.

Ouch
WWR and marathon canoe racer Ross Pearton has had a domestic 

fall in which he broke three ribs and had five hours of memory loss. 
Perhaps sticking to white water would be safer.

Worse than criminals
In the Jan 2004 editorial I expressed concern at the ICF’s requirement 

for top competitors to give detailed schedules of their whereabouts for 
the six months ahead for the convenience of drugs testers. Mechelen 
Football Club, faced with having to give the whereabouts of their 
players for the three months ahead, say this is an infringement of their 
privacy. A Brussels lawyer is representing 65 footballers, volleyball 
players and cyclists in a case against the Flemish government, who apply 
the code of the World Anti-Doping Agency. Their testing procedure, put 
in place in 2004, has been changed at the beginning of this year with 
movements now only having to be given for an hour a day. Athletes 
can update their whereabouts by a website, a system which is probably 
more inconvenient than electronic tagging. The case is likely to produce 
a judgement later this year. Two further challenges are anticipated, 
including from a federation of Dutch footballers.

Lloyds support for 2012 hopefuls
Lloyds TSB Local Heroes is a campaign to support potential top 

competitors up to 2012. Candidates are already performing at the top 
of British or European level in their age groups but have yet to break 
through into senior sport, may still be at school and do not have the 
results to obtain significant sponsorship. 250 emerging young people 
will receive up to £1,000 per year and will be used in local advertising. 
Early beneficiaries are slalomists Rhys Davies, Ciaran Edwards, Gwawr 
Evans and Gareth Farrow from Wales and Zach Franklin from England 
plus sprint/marathon racer Scott Patterson from Scotland.

No go logo
An Ipsos Mori study has showed that only a fifth of 

marketeers think the 2012 Olympic logo is effective. 
57% think it is not effective, including 30% who think 
that strongly.

Funding or not for 2012
Because of the financial situation Johnson & Johnson, Kodak, 

Manulife and Lenovo have all pulled their support out of the IOC who, 
instead, are now looking for car dealer support. This treads on a number 
of toes, however, even ignoring the dire state of much of the car 
industry. Several companies have relationships with their own national 
teams (including Daimler, Fiat and Peugeot), Hyundai think football is 
a better bet and the major car sponsorship deal would be expected to 

be the right of the event organizers, London needing 3,500 vehicles to 
run the event. On the other hand, Adecco are to double the staff of the 
organizing committee and Atkins are to provide engineering services.

ICF funding for elite competitors
The ICF brought together all the leading coaches in sprint and 

slalom to discuss the state of canoeing and how to develop the future of 
the sport. The symposium was held over 27th Feb to 1st Mar in Warsaw, 
hosted by the Polish Canoe Federation and sponsored by the canoe 
manufacturer Plastex.

90 participants from the top 32 national federations attended and 
took part in the three days of discussions on the sport. The symposium 
served as an effective forum for coaches and leaders from the federations 
to interact, expressing their opinions and ideas on the technical aspects 
of the sport.

Simon Toulson, the ICF secretary general, commented ‘The ICF 
must listen to its most important assets which are the athletes and their 
coaches. To understand what concerns, issues or problems they face 
day to day is important to the ICF and affects greatly our strategic and 
technical plan for the future development of our sport.’ He added ‘The 
symposium is a great way to share ideas in a two way dialogue to keep 
our sport always moving forwards.’

The major topics that were discussed included possible changes to 
the Olympic programme, world championships and World Cup formats 
(such as distances, types of event and qualifying criteria). Guiding 
principles and timeframes were drafted and are being forwarded to the 
ICF board for approval.

The ICF Development Programme was discussed and a new shift of 
direction is likely. The ICF will concentrate on identifying and targeting 
new potential elite athletes throughout the world and providing 
technical and financial support to these athletes.

Increasing canoeing exposure on television and in electronic media 
was a central theme at the symposium and different ideas were proposed. 
The symposium also recommended having more female events and 
increasing the number of ladies at major competitions. The process 
to include slalom C1 as part of the world championships would start 
immediately.

Other points discussed included the quality of athletes versus 
universality for canoeing events at the Olympic Games, ICF licence 
programme, national federation costs and general marketing of events 
and teams for the near future.

Csaba Szanto, the ICF technical director, commented that ‘the 
symposium was a great success, reflected by the interest and the active 
participation of the coaches. It is a great way to get the technical issues 
on the table and explore the possibilities for the sport’s development in 
the future.’
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Memories to share?
Do any of the trips you have done deserve a 
larger readership than your club newsletter 
alone can give? More space? More coloured 

pictures? We are pleased to hear from 
those who wish to share memories of their 

trips with others.

mail@canoeist.co.uk

Periodical Publishers Association

Independent Publisher Awards

Inaugural
Achievement Award

winner

World Championships
Sp: K1WT: 1 France, 2:31.70. 2 GB, 2:38.23. 3 Duetschland, 2:44.71.

Olympic Games
K1W: 1 E Kaliska, Slovensko, 192.64. 2 J Lawrence, Australia, 206.94. 3 V Oblinger Peters, 
Östtereich, 214.77. 17 F Pennie, GB, 259.06. K1M: 1 A Grimm, Deutschland, 171.70. 2 F 
Lefevre, France, 173.30. 3 B Boukpeti, Togo, 173.45. 15 C Walsh, GB, 243.55. C1: 1 M Martikan, 
Slovensko, 176.65. 2 D Florence, GB, 178.61. 3 R Bell, Australia, 180.59.

Olympic Games
500m: K1M: 1 K Wallace, Australia, 1:37.252. 2 A Van Koeverden, Canada, 1:37.630. 3 
T Brabants, GB, 1:37.671. K2W: 1 Kovacs/Janic, Magyarorszàg, 1:41.308. 2 Mikolajczyk/
Konieczna, Polska, 1:42.092. 3 Delattre/Viard, France, 1:42.128. 1km: K1M: 1 T Brabants, GB, 
3:26.323. 2 E Veraas Larsen, Norge, 3:27.342. 3 K Wallace, Australia, 3:27.485.

World Championships
W: 1 GB. 2 Deutschland. 3 France. MU21: 1 GB. 2 France. 3 Italia. M: 1 Nederland. 2 France. 
3 Italia. 6 GB. 

European Championships
200m: K1W: 1 L Wainwright, GB. 2 I Osypenko-Radomska, Ukraina. 3 D Kuczkowska, Polska. 
1km: K1M: 1 T Brabants, GB. 2 G Kucsera, Magyarorszàg. 3 M Hoff, Deutschland.

World Championships, J
K1W: 13 C Kimberley, GB, 121.51. 17 E Woodcock, GB, 126.25. K1M: 12 T Brady, GB, 100.61. 
C2: 8 Davies/Lister, GB, 265.16. K1MT: 14 GB. K1WT: 6 GB. C1T: 6 GB. C2T: 7 GB.

European U23/J Championships
K1WJ: 10 C Kimberley, GB, 315.12. 12 E Woodcock, GB. K1WU23: 5 L Neave, GB, 230.85. 
14 A Spencer, GB. K1MJ: 1 P Eygel, Rossija, 208.34. 2 T Brady, GB, 204.05. 3 O Tunka, Ceskà, 
209.23. 17 Z Franklin, GB. K1MU23: 17 R Neave, GB. C1J: 13 G Tatchell, GB. 20 A Burgess, GB. 
C1U23: 18 M Proctor, GB. C2J: 10 Davies/Lister, GB, 321.71. 19 Holliday/Evans, GB. K1WJT: 1 
Deutschland, 253.09. 2 Slovensko, 266.79. 3 GB, 280.47. K1MJT: 1 Polska, 213.34. 2 Ceskà, 
216.91. 3 GB, 220.72. C1T: 4 GB. C2T: 6 GB.

DNV Dee Marathon
Mini: K1U8: 1 R Kneen. K1U10: 1 A Scott. K1U12: 1 M McVay. K1U14: 1 S Redmond. 
K1U16: 1 K Syme. K1U18: 1 T Sneddon. Ski: 1 I Wilson. Short: K1U14: 1 J Gay. K1Sc: 1 A 
Sloan. K1SC: 1 J Gay. K1V: 1 M Bragg. K1Mas: 1 A Mackintosh. K1L: 1 M Chapman. K1T: 1 S 
Gray. K1SK - Dick Flemming Communications Single Sea Kayak Quaich: 1 E Riddell. K2GRP: 
1 Storr/Milne. K2P: 1 Sloan/Lawson. C2: 1 Wade/Delauney. Long: K1: 1 T Kimble. K1V: 1 H 
Llewelyn. K1Mas: 1 A Meikle. K2: 1 Wilson/Lang.

Scottish Championships
WS: 1 T Sherrington, 36. 2 J Bryce, 26. 3 D Horsburgh, 24. OS: 1 J Young, 41. 2 F Gunn, 37. 
3 T Ford, 36. J: 1 T Ford. 2 F Gunn. N: 1 F Gunn, 36. 2 C Steel, 25. 3 M Douglas, 24. WL: 1 T 
Sherrington, 31. 2 J Bryce, 29. 3 D Horsburgh, 28. OL: 1 J Young, 34. 2 R Scott, 33. 3 J Inglis, 33. 
MasL: 1 J Young, 37. 2 D Coghill, 35. 3 R Scott, 33. 

European Championships
K1W: 11 F Pennie, GB. 17 L Donington, GB. K1M: 1 C Walsh, GB, 181.63. 2 D Molmenti, Italia, 
181.76. 3 F Dörfler, Deutschland, 182.41. 14 A Hadfield, GB. C1: 20 S McIntosh, GB. C2: 14 
Goddard/Smith, GB. 16 Baillie/Stott, GB. K1WT: 1 Deutschland, 230.62. 2 Slovensko, 236.59. 3 
GB, 253.44. K1MT: 9 GB. C1T: 5 GB.

La Seu d’Urgell
K1W: 6 L Blakeman, GB, 224.80. 11 L Donington, GB. C1M: 3 D Florence, GB, 207.35. 5 C 
Radmore, GB. C1W: 3 J Shaw, GB, 499.90. C2: 3 Baillie/Stott, GB, 219.58. 12 Goddard/Smith, 
GB.

Phelps jailed
1970s sprint paddler John Phelps has been jailed for 12 years for 

raping a girl of about 12 and for 15 other offences against children in 
his gymnasium in Poole. His brother, Brian, who took the bronze medal 
for diving in the 1960 Olympic Games, was already serving a nine 
month sentence for sexual offences.

The ICF Coaches Symposium is a meeting held approximately every 
two years and always after the Olympic Games. The symposium is for 
canoeing experts to discuss technical matters relating to the future of 
canoeing. The next Coaches Symposium is scheduled for 2011
Brandi Derksen

Get your butties
Like many others, the Kennet & Avon Canal Trust have been having 

to make cutbacks. The shop in the wharf building at Newbury no 
longer has a permanent manager and is now opening less often. Thus, 
the sales of tea and bacon sandwiches to competitors and supporters in 
the Waterside Series of races has been more valuable to them than ever 
this year. Remember to support those who help us. However, don’t be 
confused by their magazine, The Butty. That is something else.

Round Cheshire again
The Cheshire Ring Race has been run by Macclesfield & District 

Canoe Club since 1977, making it one of the longer running 
independent races. This year is takes place on Jul 4/5th and runs round 
this great canal circuit overnight as usual. [0161 286 1285]

Courses in the news

The Olympic Delivery Authority have released some details of the 
slalom course for the 2012 Olympic Games. Set in parkland, it will 
have a standard course at a lower level as well as the 300m Olympic 
course itself, both feeding into a low level lake with viewing for 
12,000 spectators. After the Olympics it seems it could be used for two 

standards of event simultaneously. 
Completion is expected by 2010 
although there is still no sign of a 
start, delayed after a move because 
of pollution at the original site.

Work is going ahead with the 
construction of the artificial slalom 
course in Cardiff Bay. Concreting 
should be finished by October 
with the whole course open by 
March 2010. It will be Britain’s 
first fully pumped scheme, designed 
by the originators of the last three 
Olympic slalom courses. Flows over 
the 214m 1.5% gradient course, 
typically 13m wide, will be up to 
4.5m3/s from four pumps, less for 
lower level events, and turbulence 
will be by moveable Omniflot 

baffles. A conveyor will give return to the start. The pool at the top will 
have room for two polo courses. The centre is costed at £13,300,000. 
(The magazine New Civil Engineer track what their readers are viewing 
on their website. The Cardiff slalom site, flagged as a Construction 
Excellence Wales demonstration project, topped the viewing one week.) 
Formerly Europe’s largest coal dock, the site has had significant ground 
contamination problems, which have had to be resolved. Noting that 
funding for 2012 is getting increasingly tight, the leader of Cardiff 
Council has called to save money by moving the whole event to Cardiff, 
where some football matches are already to be played.

When Nottingham County Council take over the running of Holme 
Pierrepont there is concern that commercial considerations will make 
the slalom course a rafting course during June - August. It is feared that 
hire rates for canoeing use will be set prohibitively high.

Viking Kayak Club would like to see an upgrade of the Cardington 
slalom course to an EdF style of course. The Slalom Committee have 
refused support as they feel a course of this standard would not be 
realistic.

The French have a new artificial slalom course at Pau. 250m long 
with a 5m drop, it is wide with some meaty rapids. The group hire cost 
is E50/h.

The Weymouth & Portland National Sailing Academy is the first 
of the 2012 Olympic venues to be completed. After it was nominated 
for 2012, the first world championships held there were for the 
International Canoes.

When your luck is in
George and Jill Florence had a memorable week in China. First they 

watched son David pick up one of Britain’s first Olympic medals, the 
silver in slalom C1. Then they went for a walk on the Great Wall of 
China and survived a lightning strike. Perhaps it would have been a 
good time to have bought a Lottery ticket.

Stocktaking
The number of British slalom events increased last year and entries 

were up 6.4% despite the loss of the Inter Clubs event to horrendous 
flooding.

Notable retirements have been Nick Smith from C2 (although 
remaining in coaching) and Alan Edge, top coach for longer than most 
people can remember although he was a national team member in the 
1970s.

The biggest change at the ACM was the introduction of a women’s 
C1 class. This is in three divisions, P/1, 2/3 and 4, the latter only for 
those who have no other ranking. The season begins with 23 listed 
competitors, mostly in Division 2/3. In C2s, a competitor may compete 
with multiple partners in any division for which they are eligible.

Slalom recognition
The British Open slalom at Llangollen has been added to the list 

of world ranking events. The European Championships at Holme 
Pierrepont should see an hour and a half of live TV coverage by the 
BBC.

International reclassification overdue?
Is it time the ICF took another look at the classification of 

international slaloms? Most are listed as class C, the organizers allowed 
to accept as many entries as they can manage. Class A events are those 
with strictly controlled entries, such as world championships although 
you never see them listed as such, these days. Class B has not been seen 
for decades. This was the invitation international, devised so that the 
East Germans could invite everybody except the West Germans. Perhaps 
it is time to move on.

Déjà vu
International slaloms (apart from ICF events) will return to having 

the best of two runs to count. The single pole gate is also to be 
reintroduced. However, it will simply be half a gate, not the 360˚ gate of 
the 1950s.

Fischer in Hall of Fame
German multiple medal winner 

Birgit Fischer has been elected to 
German sport’s Hall of Fame. She has 
won more Olympic and world gold 
medals than anyone else in the history 
of canoeing. Few people have won as 
many Olympic golds in any sport.

Polo

Sprint

Wild water racing

Slalom

Marathon

Surfing

The proposed Broxbourne slalom course, where there is not yet 
any sign of construction.

Drawing of the Cardiff Bay 
slalom course.

Tim Brabants was one of 27 British Olympic medallists to receive 
LCD TV screens from sponsors Panasonic after keeping half the 

nation glued to their own TV sets in the summer.
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Association of Canoe Trades, 85 
Edgedale Rd, Sheffield, S Yorks S7 2BR.

British Canoe Union, 18 Market Place, 
Bingham, Notts NG13 8AP.

British Dragon Boat Racing 
Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend, 
Leamington Spa, Warks.

British Quadrathlon Association, 
2 Highview Gardens, Jersey Farm, St 
Albans, Herts AL4 9JX.

Canoe Association of Northern 
Ireland, House of Sport, 2A Upper 
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5LA.

Canoe-Camping Club, 25 Waverley 
Rd, S Norwood SE25 4HT.

Canoe Wales, Frongoch, Bala, 
Gwynedd LL23 7NU.

condition, £150. Richard, 01275 880522, 
Bristol.

Savage Gravity creek boat, little used, 
stored under cover, full WW spec, deck, 
B aid, Azali laminate paddle, £300 o.n.o. 
Lancashire, 01744 894771 or 07940 292846.

Historic Canoe & Kayak Association, 
48 Russell Way, Higham Ferrers NN10 
8EJ.

International Sea Kayak Association, 
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, 
Oxon OX14 4PE.

Open Canoe Association, 12 De 
Verdun Ave, Belton, Leics LE12 9TY.

Open Canoe Sailing Group, Cobwebs, 
Woodhouse Lane, Heversham, Cumbria 
LA7 7EW.

Paddlers International, 4 Sinodun 
Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 
4PE.

Scottish Canoe Association, Caledonia 
House, S Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ.

Young Explorers’ Trust, Royal 
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, 
London SW7 2AR.

C l a s s i f i e d

Associations

Private advertisements are 
placed free of charge. Write 
to Canoeist Classifieds, 4 

Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-
Thames, Oxon OX14 4PE or 
email mail@canoeist.co.uk.

www.canoeist.co.uk

Has your email address changed or do 
you want to be added to the mailing list 

when copies of Canoeist are issued?

Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
with your details.

Back then
20 years ago
• The setting up of an alternative canoeing body to the BCU, this time touring related, was being hotly 
discussed.
• Crèches were being run at Eastern Region events to get more ladies afloat.
• David Wain stepped down as BCU president after 13 years, to be replaced by Ron Emes.
• We launched the Canoeist Club with free accommodation in 175 quality hotels and much more, Britain’s 
most comprehensive free accommodation scheme ever.
• Andy Train was winding down after a season in which he had passed his law finals, got married, won the first 
ever marathon gold medal and competed in the Olympic Games.
• The NAV1000 offered satellite navigation in a handheld unit at £1,950.
• North Shore won the You’re in Business Award, later presented by Princess Diana at the Royal Show.
• We published the first comprehensive list of access agreements for England and Wales, 31 rivers covering 
519km including 14 covering 318km for BCU members only, 5 covering 62km for everyoneww and the rest 
of unknown status.
• The Canoeist Superstars competition in the pool at the Crystal Palace exhibition saw Iain Raspin winning 
from Ivan Lawler, Graham Burns and Graham Gurr while Hilary Dresser saw off Lynn Knowles and Lynn 
Simpson.
• Cathay Pacific provided £30,000 of sponsorship for the national dragon boat championships and took Wey 
Kayak Club to compete in Hong Kong at reduced rates.

10 years ago
• The Nene white water course was well on the way to completion.
• John Prescott proposed the use of the canal network as a water grid.
• The fine for not showing a canoe licence on the Broads leapt dramatically, despite a previous positive 
response from the Broads Authority to Rod Cooke on lifting the licences for unpowered craft.
• The IWA called for interests in addition to natural history to be considered when SSSIs are established.
• The Parliamentary Ombudsman apologized for a report on Alex Redhead’s complaint about pollution on the 
Holme Pierrepont slalom course after failing to pick up errors which thus cleared the English Sports Council 
of malpractice.
• We began our first full length novel, about the rescue by sea kayak of hostages from Iran. While we were 
running it we had a subscription from a university in Teheran.
• We were seeking the members for a Canoeist team to compete in the first Hi-Tec Adventure Race at Bewl 
Water.
• The third Wadenhoe Challenge Race became a triathlon after excessive rain resulted in the cancellation of 
the kayak leg.
• Somebody at Hurley’s freestyle contest suggested to Nicole Zaharko that she seemed to have done a bit of 
this before, to which she replied that she was the world champion.
• The Wharfe WWR had to be cancelled because of access problems.
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Indespension canoe trailer with paddle 
basket, space for up to 8 kayaks, £200. 
Also offers considered on used kayaks, 
buoyancy aids and helmets. Contact 
01323 645740.

Surfer 2, P&H surf canoe in serviceable 
condition, offers. Palm surf ski in good 

Do you know
Ancestral sweep

I am doing some research into my family tree and was amazed to 
read in your June 2007 edition of Canoeist on the internet a small bit 
of information about one of my ancestors. My family are from the 
Berkhamsted area and your article included the locks in Berkhamsted. 
You referred to locks being known as ‘Sweep’s Lock’, situated at 
Berkhamsted Bottom Lock and the following lock by the Rising Sun, 
which had stables which were used by a chimney sweep, Eli Olliffe. 
This Eli Olliffe was the great grandfather of my grandad. He was the 
chimney sweep of Berkhamsted from about the 1840s. His son, William, 
was also a chimney sweep. They lived in George Street, which is not 
far from the canal. I am trying to find out some more information and 
wondered how you came across the information about the locks being 
called ‘Sweep’s Lock’.
Amanda Freeman

My reference is in The Shell Book of Inland Waterways by Hugh 
McKnight, 2nd edition, David & Charles, 1981, 0 7153 8239 X, p290.

Kayel plans
I received an enquiry some time ago about Ottersports, which 

still has a website covering its range of Kayel canoes and kayaks etc. 
Unfortunately, there is no response to enquiries, either by telephone 
or by email from Ottersports. Have you an idea whether they are still 
trading and do you have a contact name or address; it would be a shame 
to see them disappear and not to have copies of the Kayel plans for 
posterity.
Tony Ford

Ottersports are in Elmswell, Bury St Edmunds, on 01359 244366. The 
Granta Boat & Punt Co in Cambridge are nothing to do with it.

London to Africa
I am researching a chap called Capt Colin Sullivan who paddled from 

London to Africa in the 1930s in a single kayak called the Lone Star. I 
have various postcards showing him by his canoe, by his tent and afloat 
on the water. I have Googled his name and I have emailed the Royal 

Geo Soc, the Historic Canoe & Kayak Assoc and the Royal Canoe Club 
but no one has heard of him. With your vast canoeing knowledge, have 
you any info on him?
Mick Underhill

I’m afraid he is new to us as well. Can anyone help?

Norwich union
I’ll be visiting my friends in Norwich and I wonder if you know 

someone in that area who might be considering going canoeing him/
herself and might be willing to take me along, possibly my wife too, 
preferably in an open canoe.
Dragan Simic

I suggest you contact Norwich Canoe Club at info@norwichcanoeclub.org.uk. 
They are a racing club but may be able to suggest someone in the club or another 
local club able to help.

King’s Lynn to Gloucester
In your years of canoeing history and knowledge do you know of 

anyone attempting a paddle from King’s Lynn to Gloucester via the 
inland waterways?

We think it will be about 165 miles; we have thoughts on a charity 
paddle nonstop, about 35 hrs ish.

Let me say we have started talking about this project over cups of tea 
not beer so it’s getting serious about the discussion.

I’ve now completed the DW a couple of times and am just looking 
for a new challenge, something it bit special; it could promote a lot of 
issue in one event, done the right way.
Michael Punter

I’ve never heard of anyone doing the route. Taking a line via Denver Sluice, 
Peterborough, the River Nene, the Grand Union Canal and the River Avon 
gives the situation of many more locks going up to the watershed than down the 
other side, strange as the two ends of the journey are near sea level. Using the 
River Great Ouse would give fewer locks, a shorter line and a big tidal push as 
far as Earith.
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304 pages

61 maps

739 photographs

Soft cover

978 1 4081 0517 7

1st edition April 2009

Price £25.00

Based on the acclaimed canal guide 
series in Canoeist, this is a comprehensive 
and absorbing survey of Britain’s canal 
network and provides a fascinating insight 
into the linked up waterways as well as the 
isolated cuts and quiet waters which may 
not be navigable by larger craft.

From Tiverton Basin on the Grand 
Western Canal to the Beauly Firth at the 
end of the Caledonian Canal, Britain has 
a unique canal network. Infinitely varied, 
it passes picturesque open countryside, 
wild moorland, coastal harbours, historic 
industrial buildings, modern city centres, 
canalside public houses and abundant 
wildlife. Every aspect of the canals is 
examined, their construction, rich history, 
stunning scenery, heritage, incredible 
engineering, impressive architecture and 
even their associated folkore, wildlife and 
art. Enticing photographs give a flavour of 
each place and places of interest close to 
the canals are included.

For anyone enjoying the canals for 
recreation or transportation, for boaters, 
walkers, bikers, holidaymakers, riders and 
everyone who uses the towpaths and banks 
throughout the year, this is a book to be 
treasured and revisited like an old friend.


