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TOURING
June
- 14 Thames [CCC]
1 Clyde, K, A [SCA]
1 R Mole [CCC T&SE]
7/8 L Sween/Sound of Jura, K, A -  
 C, [SCA]
7/8 Bridgwater - Taunton Canal  
 [CCC W]
7/8 Llangollen Canal [CCC D&DW]
8 Tourability, Areley [BCU WM]
8 Montgomery Meander & Dinghy  
 Dawdle
8 World Canoeing Day [ICF]
14/15 CCC 75th Anniversary, Yarwell  
 Mill, [CCC H&EA]
20 - 22 Rs Alde & Deben [CCC H&EA]
21/22 Caithness, K, B/C [SCA]
21/22 Garvellachs, K, B [SCA]
21/22 L Lomond/L Long, K, A [SCA]
21/22 R Ouse [CCC N]
22 Chertsey Come & Try It [CCC  
 T&SE]
26 - 29 Upper Vézère [FFCK]
27 - 29 Pershore Camp [BCU WM]
July
4 - 18 2nd Sava
5/6 Stratford [CCC Mids]
6 R Thames [CCC T&SE]
6 Suttonʼs Severn [BCU WM]
11 - 13 R Wissey [CCC H&EA]
11 - 14 Papa Stour, K, B [SCA]
18 - 20 Tidal Rs Arun & Adur [CCC  
 T&SE]
19/20 Isle of May, K, B [SCA]
19/20 Huttons Ambo [CCC N]
19/20 R Avon [CCC W]
19/20 Mids [CCC Mids]
22 - 26 Round Anglesey [WCA]
26/27 Kerrera, K, A [SCA]
A/B/C - Proficiency/Proficiency +/Advanced. K/C - kayak/canoe. 1 - 6 
- grade.

SURFING
June
7 Welsh Open, K, Llangenith
7/8 Sandend, K
15 Plastic Fun, K, St Ives Bay
W - wave skis (British Wave Ski Association). K - kayak (BCU). I - 
international. HP - high performance. O - open. BCU Yearbook £2.00 + A5 
SAE from 19 Widworthy Drive, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 9BD..

MARATHON
June
1 Leukaemia, H, Grandtully
1 Macclesfield 2, H
14 Italia
14/15 Brandenburg, WC 1
14/15 Torino
15 Bristol, H
15 Burton, H
15 Leighton Buzzard, H
15 Oxford Falcon Midsummer, H
15 Royal, H, L&SE
15 Northwich Lg 2
21 Conwy Ascent
22 Dutch Open K1, Wormer

21/22 Lofer, WC 3/4
22 Chester Dee, B/O/Wh, Sp
July
5 Yorkshire Championships, B/O/ 
 Y, Washburn
12 Nene 2, B/O/Wh, Sp
12/13 Titlis
W - world ranking. A - restricted entry international. B - invitation 
international. C - unrestricted entry international. Cl - classic. Sp - sprint. 
A/B/C - Divisions. OC - open canoes. U - under 14 and under 16. Yearbook 
£3.50 + 57p A5 SAE from Sarah Wright, Church Lea, 26 Church St, 
Hemswell, Lincs DN21 5UQ.

FREESTYLE
June
7 Teesside, Y
14/15 Alpkit Plastic Fantastic,   
 Tryweryn
July
6  Nene, Y
21 - 27  European Championships,  
  Ourense

SPRINT
June
/1 Mergozzo
/1 Trofeul Portile de Fier, Orsova
6 - 8 Szeged, WC 1
7/8 Nottingham
13 - 15 Duisburg, WC 2
14 Wokingham/Reading GP, J
14/15 4th Mayor of the City of   
 Bydgoszcz Cup
14/15 Bosbaan
15 Scottish Championships,   
 Strathclyde Park
18 Lowport Summer Series
20 - 22 56th Ruhr, J, Bochum
21/22 34th Keil Week
21/22 Snagov
22 Kirkcaldy
27 - 29 Poznan, WC 3
28 Royal Paddling Challenge,  
 L&SE
28/29 40th Decize
28/29 Auronzo
July
5/6 British Championships
12 Royal, J, L&SE
16 Lowport Summer Series
17 - 20 European Championships,  
 U23/J, Szeged
26 Ankaran

MULTISPORT
July
6 Brigg Bomber, WC
12 Tyn nad Vltavou, WC
26 Karlstejn, WC, Sp
MD - middle distance. Sp - sprint. 

SAILING
June
8 Medway Marathon, IC
14/15 Ullswater Open, P, IC
21/22 Weston Skiff Open, IC
22 Wilsonian GP, IC
29 Nore, IC

22 Derwent, H
22 Exe Circuit, H
22 Hereford, H
27 - 29 Orofero Challenge, Toulon
28/29 Cheshire Ring
29 Shropshire, H
29 Wey, H
July
5 Paddle Round the Pier, Brighton
12/13 Crestuma, WC 2
13 Leaside, H
13 Pangbourne, H
13 Soar Valley, H
13 Northwich Lg 3
20 Thames Valley, H
27 Porquerollaise, Toulon
H - Hasler final qualifier. K2 - no Div 1 K1. K1 - no Div 1/2 K2. L - long 
course. S - short course. SK - sea kayak. SS - surf ski. Yearbook £4.50 from 
Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd, Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey 
KT12 5BX.

SLALOM
June
/1 53rd Merano
/1 Langham Farm, 3/4
/1 Alva, 3/4/Scottish Schools   
 Championships
1 U23/J Challenge, Solkan
7 Alva, 4
7/8 Holme Pierrepont, PC/P/1
7/8 Sowerby Bridge, 3/4
8 Tyne Valley, 4
14/15 Fairnilee, 2 - 4
14/15 Stone Town Council Cup, 3/4
15 Islington Boat Club, 4
21/22 Praha, WC 1
21/22 Cardington, 2/3/British   
 U14/16/18/V Championships
28/29 Tacen, WC 2
28/29 Howsham Weir, 2/3
28/29 Shepperton, 3/4
July
5/6 Augsburg, WC 3
5/6 Washburn, 2/O/Yorks   
 Championships
11 - 13 Pre-World Championships, C,  
 La Seu dʼUrgell
11 - 13 European Championships,  
 U23/J, Solkan
12/13 Orton Mere, 3/4
19/20 Washburn, 1/2/O/Yorkshire  
 Water Championships
24 - 27 World Championships, J,  
 Roudnice nad Labem
26/27 Harefield, 3/4
A - restricted entry international. B - invitation international. C - unrestricted 
entry international. P - Premier division. 1 - 4 divisions. Cl - club event. 
Yearbook £4.00 from Jim Croft, 12 Holmscroft Rd, Luton, Beds LU3 2TJ.

WILD WATER RACING
June
5 - 8 World Championships, S,  
 Ivrea
13/14 Dordogne Intégrale
14/15 Karlovy Vary, WC 1/2
15 Islington Boat Club
18 - 22 European Championships, J,  
 Valtellina
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July
5/6 Lord Birkett Trophy, S, IC,   
 Ullswater
12/13 Carsington Open, P, IC
12/13 Lakes Classic, OC
19/20 Medway Dinghy, IC
P - Premier. 2 - Secondary. IC - International Canoe. OC - open canoe.

POLO
June
7/8 3rd Kaniow
21/22 Merseyside
28/29 Flanders Cup Open Air, Ekeren
28/29 Trakai Lakes
July
5/6 Hull
12/13 San Giorgio di Nogaro
12/13 Swiss - Normandy, Thury   
 Harcourt
24 - 27 World Championships, S/U21 
 Edmonton

BELL BOAT RACING
June
15 Islington Boat Club

OUTRIGGER
June
27 - 29 Orofero Challenge, Toulon
July
20 Tupuna Cup, Frejus
27 Porquerollaise, Toulon

MISCELLANEOUS
June
6 - 8 Beale Park Thames Boat Show
7/8 Moira Canal Festival
8 World Canoeing Day
21 Reading Water Festival
July
5/6 Paddle Round the Pier, Brighton
Italics - change, late addition or late notification. I - international. O - open.
WC - world cup. GP - grand prix. EC - European championships or Europa 
cup. M/L/W/B/G - men/ladies/women/boys/girls. S/J/Y/V - senior/junior/
youth/veteran. U18 - under 18.

29/30 Dikkebuisse Open Air, Ieper
N -  national teams. C - club teams. 1 - 5 - divisions. ID - indoors. OD - 
outdoors. Yearbook £3.00 + 50p P&P from Beverley Dancer.

LIFEGUARDING
June
20 IRB Championships, Australia
July
18 Rescue, World    
 Championships, Deutschland

DRAGON BOAT RACING
June
1 Bristol, N
8 Tuen Ng/Tuen Yang/Poetʼs Day
14 Teesside, N
28 Leeds
29 Nottingham, N
July
6 Preston N
16 - 26 8th World Games, Kaohsiung  
 City
26 Royal Albert Dock, N

Editorial
There is a certain inevitability about our youth culture and the slide 

towards street crime. Kids seek challenges and respect. If we close off 
legitimate activities there will be a push towards antisocial or unhealthy 
lifestyles. Behind it is much which never makes the headlines.

Watersports and other such 
activities can be part of a solution 
for many. They test participants and 
have rules which cannot be ignored 
but they are fun. I know youngsters 
who have found various watersports 
in which they have become 
achievers, having previously been 
misfits in team games or in society 
in general. My local police force 
have organized summer holiday 
schools with watersports to keep 

numbers of unoccupied youngsters doing something constructive rather 
than getting into trouble.

Yet we have made it ever more difficult for organized youth activities 
to exist. Successive politicians have found it expedient to cut budgets 
to youth groups when funding has been tight without calculating the 
corresponding cost in damage caused by active youngsters with nothing 
to do.

The Sports Council’s Sport for All is a campaign of the past. The 
sport funding now seems to be aimed primarily at potential Olympic 
medal winners.

Whenever there is a significant accident there are calls for action to 
prevent a possible repetition. Centres have to pay for AALA inspections 
as a result of the unique Lyme Bay fatalities in 1993. The Health & 
Safety Executive have their own ideas for enforcing additional safety. 
Education and other authorities impose anything from restrictions to 
outright bans, often to protect themselves as much as to safeguard their 
pupils, I suspect.

Volunteers are essential but in decline. Youth activity groups rely 
heavily on volunteers to run them but ever more demands are being 
made of these people and the groups they run.

Ensuring that no child is left alone with an adult as a child protection 
issue can give logistics problems in some activities. Having parents and 
other adults alert for unusual behaviour and acting on it if seen is more 
important checks on past records.

Courses in everything from first aid to coaching skills are all good 
ideas unless they prove to be too many hurdles for the potential 
volunteer. A volunteer who lacks skills can be better than someone who 
decides not to bother at all because of the impositions and because the 
threats if a mistake is made far exceed the rewards for putting in the 
time and effort.

Anyone involved with insurance for groups will know that costs have 

Is street 
crime our 
fault?

risen astronomically in the last few years, to the extent that activities 
with good safety records have had to cease because the insurance costs 
can no longer be met.

Many people want to take part in risk sports precisely because of 
the risk, of which there are becoming ever more extreme examples. 
However, legal interests are demanding that all risk be removed or rest 
with the provider. For example, the organizers of the Exe Descent for 
the last 35 years, the most popular canoeing event in the West Country, 
have pulled the plug as they can no longer face the risk to themselves 
which would result from a fatality or serious injury. Events which are 
well organized and which have safety cover which is as good as can 
reasonably be expected still leave an element of risk. Participants need to 
be prepared adequately.

Cancel their events and young people will turn in other directions. 
They may develop their own totally unregulated risk activities. They 
may turn to antisocial behaviour. They may associate with others who 
find it easier to disappear from public view than club officials do. They 
may choose ‘safe’ indoor activities which expose them in due course to 
greater risk of death from unhealthy lifestyles.

Along the way we are developing a generation who never have to 
assess serious risks because doing so is someone else’s responsibility. Less 
challenges result in lower skill levels. You can’t become good without 
capsizing.

We must return to the situation where we have a right to make 
mistakes, where an imperfect organizer is better than no organizer at 
all, where a risk sport where participants can get hurt is preferable to 
behaviour where bystanders on the street can get killed, where respect 
results from achievements rather than weapons and where lawyers, 
insurance companies and the media do not close down adventurous 
sports without very good reason.
Stuart Fisher

O n e  o f  D a v i d 
M i l i b a n d ’ s  l a s t 
a p p e a r a n c e s  a s 
Environment Secretary 
was to launch a project 
to allow ramblers to 
walk the entire coast. 
At present 30% is still 
closed to them. When 
Labour came to power 
a decade ago there were 
200,000km of public footpath in England and Wales, including beside 
a significant proportion of our rivers. The Government promised to do 
better. The Countryside & Rights of Way Act introduced a qualified 
right to roam and now the coast is to be completed as well.

Speaking at the launch in Dover, Miliband said that people had to be 
trusted. The Government should give people rights and they will act 
responsibly. This is the way we should take this forward. We need to get 
people out of their houses. This is keeping electoral promises made to 
ramblers.

However, electoral promises made to boaters have not been kept. 

What joined 
up Govern-
ment?
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Cover: The wave 
at Bakio during the 
World Kayak Surfing 
Championships. On page 
58 Jenny Long begins her 
coverage of the event.

Publisher contact
Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, 
Oxon OX14 4PE
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk

Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor or publishers. 
References to waters do not necessarily imply that 
access or passage is legally permitted or that they 
are safe in all conditions. The editor and publishers 
can not be held responsible for any omissions of 
references to hazards from notes on these waters. 
They do not necessarily support advertising claims 
nor do they hold themselves responsible for 
inadequacies in items of equipment reviewed here.

Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is the magazine of Paddlers International 
and the International Sea Kayak Association. 
Enquiries to governing bodies and associations 
should be addressed to them at the addresses to be 
found on the Classified pages.

98% of rivers in England and Wales were closed to all boaters at all 
times, then and still. Scotland has had the Land Reform Act since 2003, 
admirable modern legislation for which Labour deserve full credit, 
helping the public both on land and on the water. For example, Scotland 
has now pushed out Canada as the world’s number 1 destination for 
mountain bikers as a direct result of the legislation.

Paddlers International asked Miliband why southern boaters are being 
treated so differently from ramblers. He looked puzzled and asked what 
was stopping boaters from using the rivers. The fact that an explanation 
of the access situation was even necessary suggests less interest in the 
legal situation on the water than beside it.

In 2006 Waterways Minister Barry Gardiner and Sports Minister 
Richard Caborn launched the Brighton University voluntary access 
agreement scheme, which has already run into trouble on most fronts. I 
discussed the access situation with Tessa Jowell in spring 2007. In 2004 
Chris Mullins was taken on a canoe trip in the north of England and 
was twice stopped by anglers. Labour MP Des Turner had a 10 Minute 
Rule Bill on river access awaiting its Second Reading. There have 
also been protest demonstrations by canoeists which have had media 
coverage. River swimmers have been complaining about lack of access. 
How is it that the Minister with overall responsibility still did not know 
the problem existed? Is it any wonder that he was not addressing the 
issue? Why did ramblers have his interest but not boaters? Why is it 
that those representing boating interests have allowed him to remain in 
ignorance? Is lack of canoeing information in the high street these days 
letting the Government rest comfortably behind closed doors?

Let us give due credit. BMF senior figures held a dinner less than a 
week after the change of Prime Minister for Labour MPs Charlotte 
Atkins, Martyn Jones, Bill Olner, Des Turner and Alan Whitehead. The 
BMF discussed the implications to the marine industry of the changes 
to the DTI, now split into the Department of Business, Enterprise & 
Regulatory Reform and the Department for Innovation, Universities 
& Skills, and called for joined up Government between them. The 
importance of a Marine Unit was restated to the DBERR. The marine 
industry’s international competitiveness was raised, as was the funding 
of the inland waterways, and there was discussion of establishing an 
all party leisure marine group. Des Turner’s Bill on river access was 
discussed with him afterwards.

We have a new Cabinet. Please can we have all relevant Ministers 
informed, now rather than when they are just about to leave office, 
that 98% of rivers in England and Wales are still closed to all boaters, a 
situation unique throughout the world. Come on, guys. Get your act 
together and let’s have some joined up Government, here and elsewhere.
Stuart Fisher

BCU openly support cheating
From Owen Peake.

It is with dismay that I listened to the team being read out to us at the 
prize ceremony following the most unsporting national championship I 
have ever attended with the selection of Nathan Johnson and John 
Sawers for the senior K2 race at the world championships, having just 
been disqualified in the same event at the national championships for 
unsporting conduct, where they were also in contravention of ICF rules 
24 and 25 as well as BCU rules 2a and c.

The crew were also beaten at the European championships by a GB 
crew who have not been selected. I ask the question ‘What kind of 
continuous assessment do we use to select teams?’

So, with people now able to flout the rules so blatantly within our 
sport and still get picked for teams I am heading to the nearest drug 
dealer! Look at the shambles the Tour de France went through and yet 
our governing body openly support cheating!

BCU creates Big Brother canoeing
From R Moore, Tring Water Rats.

I always assumed that with so many varied disciplines in canoeing we 
could, as individuals, choose the style of craft that suited us best without 
being dictated to by a governing body. Not so, according to the BCU.

Generic canoeing is the new buzz word at the BCU and if you 
don’t fall in line you can kiss goodbye to any Star award you have been 
coaching or training for. According to Alan Edge of the BCU we should 
all be jumping into Canadians in order to improve our kayaking skills. 
Why its flavour of the month now and not 20 years ago is beyond me.

Current Level 2 coaches can no longer assess 2 Star awards unless 
they fall in line with the BCU regulations and be retrained and assessed 
for a Canadian 2 Star award. This might well see increased revenue for 
the BCU but has no direct impact on a club, group or individual that 
has no resources in that discipline.

At a glance our 60 plus club members have all purchased kayaks 
over the past ten years to the tune of £20,000. If, as a club, we are now 
forced into training our beginners in both kayaks and Canadians we are 
going to have to seriously consider if promoting the BCU and the Star 
awards are in the best interests of the club financially.

Llangollen slalom problems
From Joan Cawthray.

I write in response to your Incident File on page 25 of the June 07 
edition of Canoeist. I do take objection to the title by which you seem 
to infer that the Llangollen Slalom in October 2006 had problems. 
Whilst I do confirm that I was pinned in the slot, this is very much a 
fluke incident and I did manage to free myself from my kayak before 
being rescued. Although it was quite a nasty accident which did leave 
me with leg injuries of torn ligaments and swollen kneecaps for approx 
4 months, I would suggest that these ‘problems/incidents’ could be seen 
as generic to any river run, obviously becoming a greater risk the higher 
the grade of water. It was, and still is, a calculated risk that I am willing 
to take. I would like to reflect that the Llangollen slaloms at the end of 
the slalom season are the one of the highlights of the slalom calendar 
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for many paddlers; indeed, my first Town Falls slalom was in 1987 and, 
as such, should not be published in your magazine as problematic.

I look forward to your response.
Editor’s response: I am pleased that a full recovery has been made and agree 
generally with these comments. I think that any of these incidents on its own (the 
other two being shoulder dislocations) would not be unreasonable. However, three 
in the same event is exceptional and the reason for the title.

Paddle Newfoundland
From John Ramwell, jjramwell@provider.co.uk.

Our house here in Newfoundland is right on the coast on the Notre 
Dame Bay north of Gander, an ideal paddler’s area, low tidal range, lots 
of islands, protected waters and many small communities along the coast 
all ready with a warm welcome. I have recently renovated the basement 
of the house so that it is self contained accommodation and therefore 
available to paddlers from the UK or anywhere else for that matter, 
up to four at a time. My buddy round the corner has kayaks to rent 
(Seaknife Kayaks) so all anyone interested has to do is to get out here, 
hire a car, buy some grub, hire a kayak and head off, to return having 
had a fantastic paddle. Interested parties should email me.

Calling Portsea circumnavigators
From John Tucker, john.tucker@lanius.org.uk.

’Twas many years ago that I first heard that Portsmouth and Venice 
were the only two cities in Europe completely surrounded by water. 
I immediately decided that I must row round the place. I was living in 
Portsmouth then. So in 1965 I did it, in a tiny (8 ft?) pram dingy, from 
Milton Creek up Langstone Harbour on day one, camped the night 
near Portchester Castle in Fareham Creek that night and made an early 
start down the east side of Portsmouth Harbour on day two, back along 
the sea front etc. I was 19, could not swim and did not have any life 
gear but I was invincible then and the weather was very kind. I have 
not previously known of anyone else doing it but I gather you have. I 
wonder how many others have. I suspect few realize that it can be done 
and far fewer have done it but we can’t be the only two, surely.

I have just early retired, have some time for things and am 
contemplating writing to the Portsmouth Evening News (or such I think 
it used to be) asking for other Portsmouth circumnavigators to contact 
me. I can’t think that I’ll be inundated. I thought you would like to 
know that you are  welcome to the club as number 2.

I attach a scan of a Brownie 127 pic I took of my vessel!

City ornithology
From Dragan Simic.

I just wanted to share the 
experience of canoeing in 
the reserve in the middle 
of Belgrade.

The photo was taken 
within the island (routes 
paddled are marked) while 
the Belgrade city centre lies 
at that urbanized bank at 
the bottom. Birds included 
p y g m y  c o r m o r a n t s , 
garganeys etc.
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Artificial white 
water

The Americans now 
have over 40 white water 
parks. These have been 
designed with boulders 
dropped into rivers which 
previously lacked them.

Four decades
of cold turkey

One of the more 
unlikely events on the 
calendar is Viking’s 
Boxing Day Roll. 
Amazingly, this antidote 
to Christmas reached 
its 40th anniversary this 
winter.

Dreamtime 
plaque

It is 25 years since Paul 
Caffyn completed his solo 
Dreamtime Voyage around 
Australia. To mark the 
occasion, a basalt plaque 
has been erected during 
a reunion with support 
crew at Queenscliff in 
Port Philip Bay.

BMK route 
flagged up

The Bedford - Milton 
Keynes Waterway has had 
its route marked up on 
land use plans by Mid 
Bedfordshire District 
Council. This prevents 
other development on the 
line of the proposed canal 
link.

Scots clear litter
The Clear Water 

initiative was a month 
of litter picking events 
by SCA members to 
clear rivers, lochs and 
the coast of rubbish. The 
SCA are calling for the 
Government to fund a 
project to clear the entire 
Scottish coast of litter.

BW moves
BW chief executive 

Robin Evans is to attend 
meetings at 18 venues 
around Britain over the 
next couple of months 
to discuss matters of 
interest with users. Details 
of times and venues is 
available from www.
britishwaterways.co.uk/
askbw.
• BW have moved their 
head office to a less 
salubrious location in 
Watford. Their boat 
licensing department had 
already moved to their 
Leeds office.

You probably cannot remember when a canoeist last 
made the day’s main news story. You will certainly not 
be able to remember when he held that position for well 
over a week. Such was the situation for the recovery of 
56 year old John Darwin. In March 2002 he paddled 
out from his house at Seaton Carew on the Hartlepool 
seafront in calm conditions but did not return. A major 
sea search failed to find him. Six weeks later his damaged 
kayak turned up. Local fishermen were dubious. They 
know the local currents and it should not have ended 
up where it did. During the search, one of the searchers 
had suggested they should be looking in Malaga.

Darwin’s body was never found, perhaps because 
he was not dead. In November 2007 he walked into a 
London police station and said he was a missing person 
with no recollection  of the previous 5 years. Even his 
amnesia did not fit the usual pattern.

His wife, Anne, had sold the family home several 
weeks earlier and emigrated to Panama.

So, where had he been? 
Allegedly, he had been 
secreted away in the house 
in Seaton Carew when he 
wasn’t making journeys to 
various places in Europe 
and beyond. Having run 
up significant debts, his 
life insurance had been 

claimed and a large mortgage debt cleared. In the search 
for him, someone typed ‘John’, ‘Anne’ and ‘Panama’ 
into Google and there was a photograph of them with 
a property agent, looking surprisingly tanned and 
healthy. They are said to have been setting up a hotel in 
Panama to run canoeing holidays. It seems his parents 
did not know he was still alive. Neither did his sons, 
who immediately disowned him, which the police 
accepted, even though both sons had just terminated 
their respective employments. Cleveland police already 
had a file open on him for 3 months after a work 
colleague had overheard Anne on the telephone to John.

A former prison officer, he was not known to John 
Ramwell, himself a former prison officer in the north of 
England who ran the ISKA and introduced many to sea 
kayaks from both inside and outside the service. Darwin 
and his wife were also property owners, letting to others. 
A series of deception and other charges have still to 
come before the courts. John is claimed to have turned 
himself in at this time because he was missing his sons.
• The manageress of Hartlepool public house Sinatra’s, 
being refurbished, is proposing a new name related to 
the story and hopes to have a selection of canoes on 
display. Darwin’s, the Seaton Canoe, the Lost Canoeist 
and the Panama have all been suggested but there will 
be no portrait.

Government restores
peace with waterway

interests
Relationships between the IWA, BW and the 

Government have taken a turn for the better after the 
appointment of a new Waterways Minister and the 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs Committee report 
on British Waterways. While BW has kept a diplomatic 
silence, the IWA have been quick to welcome the new 
Minister for Waterways, Jonathan Shaw, the MP for 
Chatham & Aylesford. IWA chairman John Fletcher 
said ‘A new page has been turned in the chapter of 
what has mostly been a very productive chapter of 
relationships with Government over several years’. The 
outgoing Minister was Barry Gardiner, who had been 
at the centre of the row over cuts in grants to BW and 
the EA and who caused widespread anger by his claim 
that BW had not been transparent with him. Numerous 
public demonstrations against his policies had been held 
around the country in November 2006 by boaters, not 
the kind of people usually seen as militants. These were 
repeated in March 2007, this time joined by other users 
of the inland waterways such as walkers, cyclists and 
anglers. The users of small boats were also unhappy with 
the Brighton University proposals for voluntary access 
agreements as the way to facilitate use of the rivers 
in England and Wales, a scheme launched in October 
2006 by Gardiner with pilot schemes which are already 
mostly in disarray. Shaw promises good communications 
between DEFRA and BW and will consider the EFRA 
Committee recommendations on funding of BW. The 
EFRA Committee report concludes that BW generally 
does a good job BW does receive some rebuke over 
its lack of transparency and the way it relates to its 
stakeholders.
• Michael Fabricant secured his second Adjournment 
Debate on the subject of canal funding, well supported 
with at least four of the dozen speakers being women 
MPs. Fabricant suggested that those responsible for 
bird flu, foot and mouth and blue tongue should pay 
for it, not canal users. Susan Kramer said the waterways 
must cease being DEFRA’s Cinderella. Anne McIntosh 
claimed DEFRA were reeling from one disaster to the 
next. Winding up, Jonathan Shaw, who had received a 
much warmer welcome than his predecessor, claimed 
that the waterways were not DEFRA’s Cinderella and 
that BW were getting more financial support than 
some national parks. Each canal restoration increases the 
responsibilities on BW. His most important point was 
that he wanted BW to get flat cash for the next three 
years.
• The Government have responded to the EFRA 
Committee report and are most enthusiastic about the 
topic of relationships, particularly with the new Minister. 
Restoration can take place where its upkeep can be 
paid for by its users. Licence fees being kept at a level to 
encourage individual participation do not receive clear 
support. Developing an environmental heritage strategy 
gets some support although BW is seen as only a minor 
player in dealing with flood risk management.

Trips
Seth Warren and Tyler Bradt are claiming the longest 

road trip, 34,000km in 9 months from Alaska to southern 
Argentina. They ran 37 rivers, surfed 14 beaches, used 
only biofuel and visited dozens of schools.

Tyler Bradt and Rush Sturges are claiming an altitude 
record. They ran the 33m Alexandra Falls in Canada.

Sandy Robson took a large bite out of her schedule 
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Longridge moves forward
Longridge, the Scout boating centre at Marlow, was 

on course to be purchased by the Longridge Charity 
at the end of 2007, just 50 years after the unique centre 
was set up. Rates for 2008 remain unchanged for users 
despite various improvements to the facilities. Success 
depends on as much use as possible of the centre, which 
takes children from 8 years old upwards. A useful idea 
for parents is a range of birthday packages for children 
including kayaks and bellboats, perhaps more memorable 
and better value than some activities you may choose for 
them. [01628 483252]

Interesting show
developments

There has been some fresh thinking on the show 
front this last winter. Firstly came the new Earls Court 
Boat Show. Apparently it had many new ideas but was 
only visited by 9,000 to 40,000 customers, depending 
on who you ask. Despite the low numbers, traders 
liked the show and said they would go back. (If that 
seems unlikely, it brings to mind the first Scottish canoe 
exhibition at Bo’ness, with few customers but a very 
enjoyable traders’ dinner in a hotel on the Saturday 
evening and many more Scottish exhibitions to follow.)

The BMF’s Collins Stewart London Boat Show at 
ExCeL could have been hit hard but the previously fast 
declining attendance was down only 2% to 127,000. 
There was no East Hall or pool but the stage show 
was highly praised and the Canoe Village was tucked 
in beside it. Traders turned over a lot of business 

during her solo tr ip round Australia. From Cape 
Direction she went direct to Western Australia after a 
large crocodile attacked the stern of her kayak.

Ian Wynne has set a new record crossing time for the 
Channel. Using a surf rescue ski, he managed to get a 
few seconds under 3 hours despite a strong crosswind.

Jason Lewis and Steve Smith have circumnavigated the 
globe using only human power. The trip, which included 
paddling, took 13 years. The rat race could seem a bit of 
an anticlimax after that.

Freda Hoffmeister, the woman in black, has completed 
the first female solo of New Zealand’s South Island, 
which has proved a popular draw for overseas paddlers in 
general this summer. Freda took 70 days for 2,386km, 48 
days on the water.

James Castrission and Justin Jones crossed the Tasman 
Sea to New Plymouth in 62 days, using a kayak weighing 
nearly 1t with a large sleeping compartment on the stern.

Grading flat water
The grading system for rivers has been around for 

decades but the Germans are now preparing to alter it. 
Flat water, which you might know as grade 0, should be 
grade 1 at less than 2km/h, grade 2 at 2 - 5km/h and 
grade 3 above 5km/h, the DKV say. For coastal waters 
they propose grade 1 up to force 3 and then increasing 
a grade for each increase in Beaufort wind speed up 
to grade 6 at gale force 8. Unlike white water grades, 
which cannot be defined except be reference to rapids 
of accepted grades over the years, the new proposals rely 
on longstanding definitions of wind and water speed 
which are much better understood by everyone than the 
proposed grades would be.

Licence
fees leap

BW licence fees are 
increasing by a third over 
three years, far ahead of 
inflation. The rate works 
out about 9% per year.

Figures obtained by the 
IWA show that the BCU 
pay £53,500 per year for 
compulsory members’ 
licences. BW also receive 
£800,000 - 900,000 per 
year from anglers.

EA licences have risen 
12% with 111/2% to 
follow next year, 8% of 
boaters having been lost 
as a direct result, it was 
claimed in Parliament.

Paddle easy
The Broads Authority 

are applying speed limits 
and handed out 163 
written warnings last year. 
The maximum fine is 
£1,000.
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Canoeing sells careers
Canoeing continues to be used to sell careers. Consulting Engineers of Alberta are just one overseas group using lifestyle to encourage 

emigration. Christian Le Roux is featured as part of the canoeing content in the Army career guide and canoeing also features strongly in the Army 
Cadet Force and Territorial Army guides.



The new Canoexpo at Stoneleigh.
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Canoeing was one of 
the activities available 
for those attending 
Illuminating Links, 

a celebration of the 
Glasgow Branch of the 
Forth & Clyde Canal at 
Firhill Basin. Massive 
crowds turned out to 
see six local landmark 
buildings recreated as 
huge floating lanterns 

in the evening.

Older EPIRBs
to go

From Feb 1st 2009, 
satellites will no longer 
process 121.5 or 243MHz 
emergency beacons so 
406MHz ones will need 
to be purchased. There 
may well be a rush as 
there are over 500,000 of 
the earlier models needing 
to be updated. Benefits of 
the 406MHz models are 
that the average response 
time comes down from 
45 minutes to 5 minutes 
and, because of the need 
to register the details, the 
search and rescue people 
will know that they are 
looking for your yellow 
sea kayak rather than a 
container ship.

throughout the show and there were smiles all round. 
This coming winter’s shows could be very interesting 
again.

Crystal Palace has been the benchmark of canoe 
exhibitions, back then and since being driven out by 
an excessive price rise. The standard of the national 
show had steadily slipped to the point where it was 
mostly people not interested in canoeing walking past 
stands which were mostly not about canoeing. This 
year, Mark Burch of the Brookbank chain made a bold 
decision to go it alone. His Canoexpo was run over 
two days at Stoneleigh near Coventry, not accessible by 
public transport but with plenty of convenient parking 
space. As the largest retailer, he could instruct all the 
main players to be there, even those who didn’t want 
to be. Where it differed from every other British show 
was that all the sales were made through Brookbank 

At the national marathon championships this willow 
tree had been blown over, taking with it a tightly 

packed set of roots which had been shaped by the 
adjacent concrete walkway and underlying gravel 

riverbed.Unseasonal ducklings 
on the canal at Leigh on 

September 15th.

The Canoe Village at the Collins Stewart London Boat Show.

C
hr

is
 B

el
l



Performance Kayaks were one retailer having a quiet 
day despite the fine weather. The NMMC now have a Nordkapp on display.
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out and well run show, giving the sport what it has been 
increasingly lacking in recent years, notwithstanding the 
efforts of smaller shows from Perth to Exeter.

Canoe moves to Cornwall
The last of the small boats have been moved from 

the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich to the 
NMMC in Falmouth. Amongst them was a 9m Voyageur 
canoe presented to Edward VII when he visited Canada 
in 1901, loaned by the Queen.

Another new exhibit is a Brazilian piroga dugout, 
10.7m long and hand carved from a single tree with 
virtually no need of maintenance.

Amongst other boats on display at Falmouth is the 
Nordkapp, first produced in 1975 by Frank Goodman 
to travel from Bodø round the most northerly point in 
Europe. The Nordkapp is still in production.

tills, avoiding the price wars which have developed 
in previous exhibitions, no trader being allowed to 
discount by more than 10%. In addition to the traders 
there were four rooms for lectures and seminars of all 
sorts, for which there were entry charges. Brookbank 
had some 70 staff to ensure it all ran smoothly. So, was 
it a success? Inevitably, some retailers not allowed to 
exhibit may well have felt miffed. One told Canoeist he 
had heard more negative comments than positive but it 
was not a straightforward for and against. A manufacturer 
who did not want to be there felt that Brookbank’s two 
demo days are a much better bet, events that they would 
prefer to support as customers want to try out the 
boats on the water; however, he thought Brookbank’s 
organization was brilliant. One retailer had told his 
customers to go to the show, see the products and then 
come back to him for better deals; this had happened 
and he had had orders off the back of the show. I called 
in at Performance Kayaks in Weston-super-Mare on 
the Saturday. Richard said they were having a quiet day, 
probably because of the show, but the staff were going 
themselves the following day. As far as the punters were 
concerned, it did seem to be the best show since Crystal 
Palace, no pool but a canoe show run by canoeists for 
canoeists. What about the ethics of one trader taking 
all the cash? Put simply, it would have helped to defray 
stand costs and entry fees. There would not have been 
the Sunday afternoon bargains of previous years but 
visitors were not obliged to buy at the show. They could 
wait and buy elsewhere if they wished. Finally, Mark 
had negotiated a 10% price deal with the Boat, Caravan 
& Outdoor Show which began at the NEC two days 
later for any exhibitors who wanted to move down the 
road to that show. Many took advantage of the offer. 
Despite the inevitable disapproval of some rival retailers, 
it does seem to have been a particularly well thought 

Equality survey
Canoe England have 

been conducting an 
equality survey, asking 
key volunteers their 
ethnicity, gender, age, 
disability and, if willing, 
religion and sexual 
orientation. Surely, 
ticking the boxes is 
not the point. There 
should be no need to 
show representation 
of these categories. If 
groups choose not to 
become participants 
or key volunteers, 
that should not be a 
problem. They only 
become issues if people 
find their progress being 
blocked because of 
their categories. This 
survey will not show 
that. Instead, those 
who wished to become 
participants or key 
volunteers but failed 
should be asked.

BW pull 
Cotswold 
funding plug

Following the 
serious breach of the 
Monmouth & Brecon 
Canal, likely to close 
some of it all this year 
and result in a final 
bill of £15,000,000, 
BW have caused anger 
by withdrawing their 
promised £6,000,000 
for the Cotswold 
canals restoration 
project, without even 
talking to those likely 
to be affected. Their 
input was to have 
been match funded 
by local authorities, 
in turn matched by a 
£11,900,000 Heritage 
Lottery grant. BW’s 
action and the way they 
announced it have been 
widely criticized.
• A Select Committee 
will look into BW’s 
withdrawal from the 
Cotswold restoration 
project.

The trade were well represented at the Birmingham 
Boat Caravan & Outdoor Show.

Youngsters in Birmingham get a chance to play in 
the pool.

The NMMC’s piroga.

The Voyageur is unloaded safely.



Shaun Baker is a Guinness record holder. ‘The fastest speed in a hydro-jet powered kayak is 40km/h and was achieved by Shaun Baker 
(UK) at the Eton College Rowing Lake, England, UK.’ The boat was on show at Canoexpo. Some of us would have difficulty getting into 
the 

gets hot. Still, you don’t get records by sitting on the sofa. His legs had recovered enough for him to attend Windsor Castle in July, 
where he presented Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards with Prince Edward and the Countess of Wessex.
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Divorced from 
the countryside

Recent research 
shows that although 
all Britons live within 
an hour of the coast or 
countryside, 2,000,000 
have never been to 
either. This is 4% of 
the adult population 
or 10% of 16 - 24 
year olds. Only 67% 
of people asked could 
identify a sparrow, 39% 
could recognize a horse 
chestnut tree and less 
than a third knew what 
a cockle looks like.

David Train,
autograph hunter

David Train continues to collect signatures on his 
original Paddle for Life in his battle to prevent global 
temperature change. He now has Tony Blair, David 
Miliband, Michael Martin, Lord Coe and Peter Luff 
from the political world. Pershore High School and 
Winona State University students are also backing his 
campaign.
• I have just been reading a prominent book published 
in 1976 which was concerned that man’s activities 
were hastening the return of the Ice Age. Some winters 
were significantly colder than in the first decades of 
the century. Whole months were now averaging below 
freezing point, cold water fish were appearing more 
around the West Country and, if we did not control 
pollution, the Earth could cool 3.5˚C within 50 years. 
Hmm...

Astonishing report on
Bennett expulsion

David Page of WT Associates has been employed to 
investigate the expulsion of Allan Bennett from BCU 
membership. He concludes ‘there has been some fault 
within the BCU and certain members within.’

‘I can confirm that Mr Bennett did not waste Police 
time... no complaint of this nature was ever made.’

‘There have been times when the BCU response has 
been poor to legitimate requests for information by Mr 
Bennett’.

However, Page finds no evidence that Bennett has 
been wronged by the BCU and blames his expulsion 
on his sending of numerous emails to staff and officials, 
not the reason given by then BCU chairman Alan Laws 
in answer to an AGM question. Indeed, Page makes 
the astonishing statement that serious and unpleasant 
allegations about Bennett during BCU annual meetings 
are inconsequential personal comments by BCU 
members rather than official viewpoints from the chair. 
Page concludes the matter is now closed, although that 
would seem to be when all agree, which is far from 
being the case at present. Bennett claims that the child 
abuse allegation, which launched the saga, has still to be 
properly addressed.

And I quote...
... from The Bark Canoes & Skin Boats of North America, 

published by the Smithsonian Institution in Washington 
in 1983, generally considered to be the number one 
authority on the subject. ‘The kayak is a long, unusually 
narrow, decked canoe... On the Alaskan coast seal skin 
may also have been used, but generally it was used for 
the permanent kayak-type canoe and not for a hastily 
built temporary craft.’

Canoe trails established
Access to Water is a 16km canoe trail on the 

Montgomeryshire Canal between Burgedin and Berriew. 
The £11,500 project is part of BW’s Powys Canal 
Tourism Project. It is a quiet canal section as larger boats 
cannot reach it yet and it is an attractive section of canal, 
from which it is easy to portage to the River Severn.

The Blackwater Canoe Trail, launched in November, 
meanders for 20km across Armagh and Tyrone to Lough 
Neagh. Its two official campsites include Coney Island 
with its round tower. Set up by the Countryside Access 
& Activities Network and CANI, it is Northern Ireland’s 
second canoe trail and has been funded by a range of 
bodies, including the EU.

The Waterways Renaissance Awards are in their 6th 
year. For the first time a Northern Ireland project has 
been successful. The Lough Erne Canoe Trail, the first 
of its type in the UK, was the winner in the Innovation 
category. It has onshore information boards, a website 
with maps, advice on sustainability and information 
ranging from local facilities to biodiversity. It is attractive, 
practical and open to a wide range of user groups, 
encouraging the setting up of other canoe trails under 
the title Canoe Northern Ireland. Trails for Lough 
Neagh and Strangford Lough are to follow this year.

UP THE CREEK

Was it the sound of distant rapids or a train that had disturbed Henry’s sleep?
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• A canoe trail is being set up in the Trinity Broads, 
using Ormesby, Rollesby, Lily, Ormesby Little and Filby 
Broads. Unlike normal canoe trails, there will be only 
eight permitted dates up to Oct 18th, paddlers must be 
accompanied by a guide and they must hire his open 
canoes at £12 - 18 per person rather than using their 
own.

Westel clear lead again
The BCU Inter-Club Touring Award was a walkover 

for Westel Canoe Club again, 15 members scoring 
7,058. 33 members of the Thames & SE region of the 
Canoe-Camping Club took 2nd with 21,694 points and 
43 members of Purley Canoe Club came in with 2,265 
points.

Canoeists
take their leave

A number of leading members of the canoeing world 
have died in recent months. Peter Denton, for many 
years a genial worker behind the scenes in slalom, has 
died.

Sue Trollope, a very active member of the current 
Slalom Committee, died suddenly last summer.

Also departed is Tony Lee, who was constantly 
active in the early days of Bala Canoe Club and of the 
Canolfan Tryweryn but had not been in the best of 
health for some time.

GB team C2 paddler Andy Clough has also died.
John Pearton of the Histor ic Canoe & Kayak 

Association and former president of the Open Canoe 
Association died of a heart attack in Norway.

Jack Carroll, a long time canoeist and cause of many 
people taking up canoeing, died on Boxing Day 2007. 
Many hundreds of people in paddle sports around 
Britain and Europe who were touched by his humour, 
bad singing and snoring, will be sad that a great paddler 
and all round great guy has rolled his last.

Former slalomist and writer for this magazine Bill 
Goodman died in September. Here he is seen at 

Oliver Cock’s 90th birthday party.
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Temporary 
buildings go 
after 142 years

The world’s first 
canoe club was formed 
on the Thames in 
1866, being granted 
the title of the Royal 
Canoe Club. Temporary 
buildings on Trowlock 
Island at Teddington 
have served the club 
well but were overdue 
for replacement. This 
is now happening with 
£950,000 state of the 
art facilities including 
a main coaching and 
lecture room, heavy 
weights gym, increased 
changing space and 
more internal boat 
storage, all within 
the existing building 
footprint and height 
while allowing clear 
floodwater flow 
beneath the building.
The club has a wide 
range of canoeing 
interests as well as 
being home of the 
Kingston Royals, rowers 
and the Skiff Club. At 
the last Olympics it 
took medals in both 
canoeing and rowing.

Back to sunny 
Brighton

The UK’s largest free 
charity watersports 
festival is back at 
Brighton and it is bigger 
than ever. Primarily a 
money raising event for 
the RNLI, Chestnut Tree 
Hospice and SurfAid 
International, secondly 
a board surfing event, 
it has plenty for the 
paddler. 5th Jul will 
include the Perception 
Kayaks Pier to Pier 
race with a kayak to 
be won. The following 
day will include Paddle 
Something Unusual. 
Bands such as the 
Railing Stains will be on 
stage and it always ends 
up as a wild weekend.

An alternative to the
BCU’s coaching scheme

A number of us are fed up with the BCU’s award 
scheme and coaching structure changes, communications 
and treatment of the club coaches. We feel that the BCU 
has no interest in supporting amateur club coaches; they 
are only interested in competition coaches and big centre 
based coaches running top end courses.

We are proposing a club orientated alternative with 
support for clubs and club coaches.

We are discussing a way forward 
We include a number of people who have been 

coaching for 15 to 20 years; we are all club coaches who 
have clubs to run. We are sure that the BCU will take 
a poor view of us so, at present, we are not giving out 
names. I am the talking point as I have least to loose; the 
others are Level 3 or 4 coaches.

There seems little point in keeping everything under 
raps; at present I am going to be the point of contact

We will obviously need members; we need to sort out 
a few formal bits first.

We are looking to appoint people to look after a remit 
for a period of one to two years to cover a setup period.

In particular, we have appointed someone to cover the 
remit of basic training, canoe/kayak/sit on top.

The person appointed has 20 years’ experience 
coaching kayak and canoe, sea and inland.

We are looking at introducing a spectrum of awards, 
possibly looking at 7 layers, 3 basic and 4 stream specific, 
but included in that is a single level pool award which 
clubs can run over the winter (safety issues, rolling, 
rescues, supports, throwline, towline).

It has been suggested that we consider including a 
single level coracle award.

We aim to offer a direct transfer system for interested 
coaches to the instructor programme which we wish to 
offer.

Under consideration is a personal logbook for trainees, 
possibly downloadable with an option for clubs to use 
their own covers.

All positions will be reassessed/elected/appointed in 
2010.

We are investigating forms of membership and 
insurance.

The reasons we are looking into this include 
because we feel that the BCU is now only interested 
in competition and big centres (who charge a lot for 
their courses), not the individual paddler and small local 
club or the club coaches who have worked for years to 
introduce people to the joys of canoeing, who under the 
new scheme will have to go out and spend more money 
just to keep what they have earned so far.
John Moor
rcabisles@yahoo.co.uk

Jeff Simmons holds the BCU Inter-Club Touring 
Award shield, with which he is very familiar, at this 

year’s presentation at Stoneleigh.
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It beats camping. Alternative accommodation at the 
national marathon championships at Earley.



Oliver with Céomé.
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Oliver Jestie Cock
1912 - 2007

Two factors much influenced Oliver Cock’s 
life. He acted upon his father’s philosophy that 
nothing would be boring if he took an interest 
in it, exploring many aspects of life which 
others would have passed by. He was also a 
showman, developed from amateur dramatics 
via his parties noted for their themes and fancy 
dress, starting of the BCU film library and, 
more recently, publishing of his book, I Paddled 
My Own Canoe.

His involvement in canoeing began when 
he was in engineer ing and met German 
refugee David Hirschfeld, who was to set up 

Tyne Folding Canoes, of which Oliver bought the first one made. 
Oliver’s background included military engineering during the war and 
importing wine from Portugal with the family business.

He asked for and received the BCU’s first post of director of 
coaching, developing the first Proficiency Test. It was he who promoted 
the introductory use of small cockpit kayaks on rough water, along 
with capsize drill, rather than the continental large cockpit kayaks 
on flat water. He developed the horse collar lifejacket to replace the 
twin airbags on chest and back, in use at the time, and was involved in 
testing flares, working with such bodies as the BSI, RAF, Royal Navy 
and RNLI. Canoe lifeguard patrols, with which he was involved from 
the start, included development work at Atlantic College which was to 
lead to the inflatable inshore lifeboat although the RNLI rejected the 
concept at the time.

He was an active member of the groundbreaking Chalfont Park 
Canoe Club, which began this magazine and was the focal point for 
white water in the southeast. Britain had little idea of how to train for 
canoe competition but Oliver coached fellow club member Paul Farrant 
to become Britain’s first world slalom champion in 1959.

On visits to his native Cornwall he began the Bude weeks which led 
to the development of surfing in kayaks and then on wave skis. He was 
not the first person to invent canoe polo, as he believed, but it was his 
throwing of a tennis ball at someone which was to lead to the current 
worldwide playing of the game. Other offshoots of his work resulted in 
canoe expeditions for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, canoeing for the 
disabled and courses for prison officers, having an incredible success rate 
at keeping youth offenders from further prison sentences.

When the Holme Pierrepont slalom course was opened, Oliver was 
probably the oldest person on the water rather than watching from the 
bank.

A significant failure, however, was getting the BCU to show any 
interest in dragon boat racing. He convinced me that I had to include 
it in this magazine. He was invited to be the first president of the newly 
formed BDA, something he accepted on the understanding that he 

would be active rather than a figurehead. He donated the Nations Cup 
to the IDBF for the first world championships in 1995 and went to 
China in person at the age of 83 to present it. More recently he donated 
the Golden Dragon Trophy for the best British Premier crew. Placed on 
his coffin were his trademark boater and dragon tie.

Perhaps the most memorable trip I made with him was in his steam 
canoe, Céomé, along the Thames from Wargrave, gliding silently almost 
within touching distance of a heron. When you think about it, there 
are not many areas of canoeing where Oliver has not been involved or 
made his mark.
Stuart Fisher

Oliver’s first dragon boat outing.



to see what happened on the ‘other side of the island’; he re-emerged 
at the end of the island, swimming with his kayak in two pieces and a 
huge grin on his face!

The huge grin was because John had discovered sailing; ocean racing 
became his new passion and there was no time for little boats anymore! 
His rise up the corporate ladder at the accountants Ernst & Young 
(eventually becoming a senior partner) enabled a move to Winchester 
near to the Solent where he could moor his yacht. This new love led 
to ocean racing and culminated in flying to Australia with a couple of 
friends, chartering a yacht and competing in the Sydney to Hobart race 
last year.

The Dudh Kosi - Relentless River of Everest film saddled him with the 
line John, despite being a chartered accountant, received the most love letters: 
John obviously hated this and Leo and I tried (but failed) to edit it out 
when we recently remastered the film. John, however, married Susie, the 
writer of those love letters, whom he had met when she was working at 
Dudley Road Hospital when Mike Jones was doing his houseman year. 
John leaves Susie and two children.
Dave Manby. 

After attending the funeral and hearing the tributes from his son 
and colleagues I now realize that the sailing was more that a ‘rich man 
having fun’. He competed in the Fastnet Race on three occasions, 
coming 2nd in class twice and on the last occasion coming 8th overall. 
He also competed in the Sydney - Hobart Race last year and during a 
gale 12 hrs into the race John was thrown across the cabin and badly 
injured but he refused to be helicoptered off when the gale subsided 
36hrs later. He refused because if the boat arrives at the finish line 
without its full compliment of crew it is given a DNF result. John 
survived on heavy painkillers and jelly beans for the rest of the race. We 
all got the feeling from the tribute from his sailing partner that John 
was very disappointed with their race result, feeling that he had not 
contributed fully to the race effort.

Although John took his first paddle in 20 years at Llangollen in 2001, 
he had continued to take an interest in canoeing and had been a regular 
subscriber to Canoeist.

Donations in memory of John go to either the Jubilee Sailing Trust 
or the Foster Care Associates. (John and Susie’s two children were 
adopted.)The Everest team in 1976 and 2001. John is third from the left.
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John Liddell
John Liddell, one of the six kayak paddlers on the 1976 Dudh Kosi 

Everest kayak expedition, died on 29th September 2007.
John was originally from Solihull, Birmingham, and started paddling 

at school at Ellesmere College in Shropshire when a couple of other 
boys brought kayaks to the school and proceeded to teach themselves 
to paddle and roll in the local pond and later on the canal (especially at 
the dairy outflow because the water was warmer from washing out the 
churns). It was at Ellesmere that I met John. He was also, I think, briefly 
a member of Birmingham Canoe Club but soon left to become one 
of the founding members of Warwick Kayak Club, a loose breakaway 
from Birmingham CC which Mike Jones, Rob Hastings, Richard 
Knight and a few others formed in the very early 1970s to concentrate 
on slalom rather than the touring, general river running and other 
traditional club activities in which Birmingham specialized. Ironically, 
Mike, John and Rob later moved on/back to river running and this 
developed into expedition paddling. Mike and John were both on the 
Chris Hawkesworth organized trip to the Grand Canyon in 1971. This 
was the first British trip to the Grand Canyon and at that date the total 
number of people who had made descents of the Grand was in the 
thousands not 10s of thousands who are led down the gorge each year 
these days. Also from the beginning of the 70s they were pioneering 
trips to the Austrian Alps with Mick Hopkinson, Allan Hall and a few 
others, running the Leizer, Ötztaler Ache, Inn, Sanna and other rivers. 
John made one of the very early (2nd or 3rd?) repeat runs of the 
infamous Inn Shoot above Landeck first run by Mick Hopkinson in 
1971.

These forays to foreign rivers led to the 1976 Everest expedition 
where John was a core member of the team with Mike Jones, Mick 
Hopkinson and Rob Hastings (Roger Huyton and I were late additions) 
that was filmed by Leo Dickinson and Mike Reynolds for HTV and 
shown on prime time on Boxing Day 1976. The team was reunited 
in 1978 for our attempt on the Braldu River that comes off K2, the 
world’s second highest mountain. (It was on this trip that Mike Jones 
drowned.)

The last time I went paddling with John (apart from a brief spin 
down the Dee at the 25 year on reunion in Llangollen in 2001) was in 
1981 when he joined Pete Knowles’ organized trip to British Columbia. 
This provided a marvellous bookmark to end John’s paddling career; on 
the last day on the last river we ran the Thompson River. John went 
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DEFRA are still claiming access agreements are the 
way forward, not that they have produced anything 
new since October 2006, when they launched showcase 
examples (Nov 06, p5), three of which quickly ran into 
trouble. The WCA have now withdrawn from all access 
agreements in Wales, leaving a free for all. This brings 
them in to line with Natural England, who say that 
access agreements will not work for the coastal path, just 
as the ramblers have said they do not work.

The WCA have called for fair access to water. They 
want to establish the principle of general access to 
inland water, they call for an enforceable code of 
conduct to protect the environment and they want a 
national information system to show when waters are 
environmentally safe to navigate. They point out that 
access agreements don’t work and that conflict barely 
exists in countries such as Scotland, Norway and France, 
where there are well established angling traditions but 
modern legislation which does not favour one group.

The WCA have been given leave to present a petition 
to the Welsh Assembly.

Private access bill lost

Des Turner, sailing Labour MP for Brighton Kemp 
Town, has failed in his attempt to bring in a Private 
Member’s Bill for river access for unpowered craft. 
Such is usually the fate of these Bills, which run out of 
parliamentary time. However, half of those presented 
become part of the Government’s agenda within five 
years. The attempt is usually valuable, if only for the 
publicity, although DEFRA Ministers seem not to be 
aware of what is going on or indulging in joined up 
government. While the failure was likely, we should all 
be grateful for Des Turner’s efforts on our behalf.

What access problem,
again?

One of David Miliband’s last tasks as DEFRA 
Minister was at Dover to launch the scheme to fill in 
the remaining 30% of the coast for access for walkers. 
Everything he said about treating people responsibly 
and having them respond responsibly was spot on, until 
applied to users of inland rivers. Paddlers International 
asked him why the Government’s attitude was so 
different for river users from what it was for walkers. 
He looked puzzled and asked why the rivers could 
not be used. Not for the first time, I had to explain to 
a Minister in this Department that the problem exists. 
Briefing him achieved nothing, however. The following 
week he was promoted to Foreign Secretary and we are 
back to square one.

I had not intended to speak to Hilary Benn at 
the launch of the Marine Bill at Whitstable but he 
approached me while we were in the wet fish shop 
downstairs after the meeting and asked if I had got what 
I wanted. What I had not got was an understanding 
why DEFRA were chasing the final 30% of the coastal 
footpath for ramblers but doing nothing about the other 
98% of rivers for boaters. He asked me to explain the 
problem and I replied that he was the third Minister 
from his Department to ask me to do so. We had just 
passed the 20th anniversary of the Seiont demonstration, 
after which we had been told that the way forward was 
by quiet discussion, not public action, yet we were not 
getting our feet on the ladder because Ministers were 
repeatedly unaware that there was any need for a ladder. 

Access survey
The Summer 

2007 issue of the 
Countryside Recreation 
Network’s Countryside 
Recreation contains a 
3 page article entitled 
Managing Recreation 
on Inland Water: A 
Review of International 
Approaches. By Sue 
Williams for the 
Countryside Council for 
Wales, it looks at the 
situations in European 
countries, the USA 
and New Zealand, 
and notes that only 
England and Wales 
attempt to use the 
voluntary approach at 
countrywide level.

Water loss
A hydro scheme has 

been proposed for the 
grade 5 Invervar Burn 
in Glen Lyon. Water is 
to be extracted from 
the Spey to supply new 
housing in Badenoch 
and Strathspey.

Blackwater 
steps

The SCA have 
installed steps on the 
Blackwater at Netherton 
Bridge, working with 
the landowner. A sign 
has been installed to 
make them easier to 
locate from the river.

Fish first
The EA are building a 

fish ladder on the back 
weir at Shepperton. In 
low flow conditions no 
water will be allowed 
through the main weir, 
used by canoeists, 
reducing it to a flat 
pool.

Minister calls 
for better
water access

A Welsh conference 
on Opportunities in the 
Countryside saw Jane 
Davidson, Minister 
for the Environment, 
Sustainability & 
Housing, calling for 
more access to the 
countryside and to 
water to improve 
health, the economy 
and the climate 
situation. Her points 
did not talk about being 
on the water, otherwise 
they appeared to fully 
support canoeists’ case 
for access.

CANOEIST June 2008
16

WCA abandon all access agreements

D
av

id
 W

im
se

tt

David Miliband at the Dover event.



It was the most positive conversation I have had with 
any Minister and he assured me that, as a direct result 
of our conversation, he would look into the matter 
personally.

Marine Bill proposes
many restricted areas

The Offshore Marine Conservation Regulations 
came into force on August 21st, extending protection of 
marine species, birds and their habitats out to 370km in 
support of the EC Habitats Directive. Activities which 
kill, capture or even disturb protected species or damage 
or destroy their breeding sites or resting areas will 
now be banned or need to be licensed if unavoidable. 
Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas were being identified with the first seven drafts 
ready from the Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
for consultation. English Nature can advise on species 
covered.

The draft Marine Bill was released on April 3rd, 
promising a network of marine conservation zones 
to manage and protect coastal and marine waters. 
Environment Secretary Hilary Benn and Marine & 
Fisheries Minister Jonathan Shaw marked the occasion 

by meeting stakeholders at the working and recreational 
port of Whitstable.

Benn commented that 50% of our biodiversity is 
in the sea. At present, habitats are being damaged by 
unsympathetic fishing methods and other commercial 
activity. Marine Conservation Zones could account for 
20% of our seas by 2012 and may include areas where 
nothing can happen.

A new Maritime Management Organization will 
be established. Shaw said preparatory work has been 
undertaken by Environment Agency staff. Marine 
Conservation Zones will be selected by English Nature 
off the English coast. Shaw was not willing to tell the 
ISKA that there would not be total no-go areas.

Benn called for stakeholders to comment on the draft 
Bill. See
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/water/marine/uk/
policy/marine-bill/index.htm
and
www.defra.gov.uk/marine/biodiversity/index.htm
and make your response.
• The British Marine Federation have welcomed the 
Marine Bill proposals but have presented a number of 

SCA guide
for anglers

The SCA have been 
involved in production 
of a guide for anglers on 
how to respond when 
paddlers approach. 
Some have no idea 
why their attention is 
being sought and some 
are still being sold 
licences on the basis 
of exclusive use of the 
river.

Farmers told
to clean up act

DEFRA has proposed 
that farmers reduce 
the pollution they are 
putting into rivers. A 
study shows they are 
responsible for 60% of 
diffuse nitrates, 25% of 
diffuse phosphorus, up 
to 75% of sediment and 
up to 50% of bacterial 
pollution.

Water quality 
statistics

The biological and 
chemical quality of river 
water is creeping up 
in England and Wales 
but remains largely 
unchanged in Scotland. 
In Northern Ireland 
the biological quality 
is deteriorating while 
the chemical quality 
improves significantly.

Non political?
Could somebody 

who is a board member 
of the Countryside 
Alliance have not been 
involved in any political 
activity over the last 
5 years? That is the 
claim made for Richard 
Bowker, who has been 
reappointed to the 
board of BW.

Grantham 
variable
width canal

A study into the 
restoration of the 
Grantham Canal has 
suggested it would 
be simplistic to 
have it all the same 
width, as before. 
Environmentalists want 
a channel of varying 
widths to reflect the 
significance of various 
habitats to appeal to 
wildlife.
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Jonathan Shaw, Minister for all things water related.



concerns. They welcome DEFRA’s acknowledgement 
that ‘productive’ includes economic and social 
prosperity in the marine context. Crucially, they say 
that planning in the marine area must be suited to its 
needs rather than just recreating a land based planning 
system offshore. Recreational boating causes negligible 
or no significant damage and can be well managed 
without over prescriptive legislation. The BMF wish 
to be represented on the proposed marine planning 
steering group in order to disseminate information to 
their interest groups. Existing activities should not be 
excluded under Marine Plans without clear scientific 
evidence of impacts. Even then, socio-economic impacts 
should also be taken into account. The BMF support 
the principle of the polluter paying but any polluter 
should be accurately identified, not just assumed. The 
acceptance that tourism and recreation will be largely 
exempt from the constraints is noted and welcomed. 
The need for an adequate appeals process is flagged 
up. A University of Hull study had said that there 
were three high risk unlicensed activities, bait digging, 
unlicensed commercial fishing and motorized water 
based recreation. The BMF are amazed that the latter 
remains just ‘water based recreation’ even though both 
they and the RYA pointed out the error in a previous 
consultation. Indeed, there is no evidence that even 
motorized water based recreation produces significant 
damage. Voluntary initiatives such as Green Blue should 
take precedence over new bye-laws. Fixed penalty 
notices are of dubious practicality. The enforcement 
proposals have not been sufficiently worked out and 
the proposed staffing levels are entirely inadequate. 
Education of the public is preferable to enforcement. 
The leisure marine sector should be represented on 
the Marine Management Organization board. The non 
departmental nature of this public body is welcomed. 
Its headquarters needs to be outside London, preferably 
on the coast, and setting it up and moving existing staff 
there must be at Government expense, not funded by 
licence payers. Also, there is no reference to training of 
staff. There needs to be a clear indication of the costs to 
small businesses, lacking so far.
• Discovery of an additional 79,000 scoters off 
Blackpool means that the British population is now 
known to be more than twice the previously believed 
figure. They have also been found up to 20km from 
the coast, not just close inshore as previously thought. 
The Habitat Mapping for Conservation & Management 
of the Southern Irish Sea project has also found a sea 
spider and a polychaete worm which they did not know 
were there. CCW have just discovered Cardigan Bay 
dolphins roam as far as Liverpool Bay and that Risso’s 
dolphins use a rare horse mussel reef. While this is 
welcome news, it is worrying that people with massive 
new powers to close down areas of the sea under the 
Marine Bill can be so far out in the level of knowledge 
on which they are basing their decisions. Perhaps they 
need to get out there and look or talk to those who do 
go out on the sea.
• The workshop to discuss the process for selecting 
Highly Protected Marine Reserves in Wales, on Apr 
16th in Llandudno, was hardly over-run with those who 
might be affected. Recreational boating was represented 
by just the Welsh Yachting Association, the Aberdovey 
Partnership and ISKA. There were over a dozen anglers 
and commercial fishermen but no divers at all. The 
other 80% were mostly environmentalists and scientists.

Sue Gubbay, a council member of the hosts, the 
Countryside Council for Wales, explained how sites 
would be protected from activities involving extraction 
and deposition. Other damaging and disturbing activities 
will also be banned. ISKA made two unsuccessful 
attempts to obtain some examples of recreational 
activities which might be damaging or disturbing. A 
commercial fisherman asked researcher Callum Roberts 
of York University for the best method of catching fish, 
again not getting a straight answer. The track record of 

environmentalists, the enormous power they now wield 
and their evasive manner means that they are bound to 
be distrusted by the public at large.

The preferred model for a selection process seemed 
to be the one which involved the most consultation 
with stakeholders. Significantly, the Post It note which 
generated the most support read ‘CCW are not seen 
as honest brokers’, something they need to consider 
seriously.

The first of these reviews is to be in place by 2012. 
With over half the Welsh coastline likely to receive 
designations of varying severity, the boating public 
cannot just sit back and hope that all will be well.

Environmentalists cannot be allowed to take a 
blinkered approach. Less eyes on the water will assist 
poachers, as is happening on rivers, and also drug 
runners and other smugglers.

Drawing a line on a map is not enough. There are 
no hedges, paths or fences on the sea, as there are on 
land, to mark boundaries. Any no go areas need to be 
fully buoyed. If this closes off bolt holes in deteriorating 
weather or makes small boats go out to sea it will result 
in danger and deaths so environmentalists will need to 
address the additional rescue measures they will need to 
put in place.

Environmental bodies need to be aware that many 
kayaks are on the sea because they have been banned 
from rivers or because they are looking at wildlife by the 
most environmentally friendly method. Often, wildlife 
goes to look at sea kayaks rather than the converse.

Stakeholders need to be fully involved, rather than just 
consulted, and they need to be given honest answers to 
questions rather than the evasive ones so far. A backlash 
against environmentalists could well be on its way if 
they are not very careful and it will not help anyone, 
least of all the wildlife.
• An International Navigation Association symposium 
on ports, coasts and the Water Framework Directive 
in London in Apr il produced some contrasting 
attitudes. Early speakers from DEFRA and the EA were 
enthusiastic about driving forward standards for the 
environment for as many interested parties as possible 
with ecological and chemical targets for 8,000 bodies 
of water in England and Wales. They had completed 
two out of eight steps in preparing plans, which have 
to be completed by the end of June 2008. River Basin 
Management Plans must be submitted this year to 
comply with EU requirements.

While the early speakers sounded like excited children 
with a new toy, the later speakers from ports authorities 
seemed to be trying to bring an air of realism. There 
is a difference in view between not doing what would 
be unreasonably expensive and not doing what cannot 
possibly be afforded by anybody. Stephen Hull of 
ABPmer drew attention to the nonsense of not creating 
dirty water by dredging in a silt laden estuary such as 
Southampton Water (confusing when environmentalists 
are so keen on mudflats). John Brien of Harwich Haven 
Authority talked of the need for an evidence based and 
impact led process. This is very much of concern to us. 
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.

Apparently there is one critical difference between the 
11 River Basin Management Plans being prepared and 
the Local EA Plans which have led up to them. Martin 
Booth of the EA admitted to Paddlers International 
that the LEAPs had needed to consult stakeholders but 
there had been no need to pay any attention to what 
they said, an interesting observation for those who 
thought the EA consultations were simply a whitewash 
and an indication of how far the EA should be trusted 
by the public. On the other hand, the RBMPs must 
pay attention to submissions from the public, so it is 
essential that the views of canoeists are recorded as 
widely as possible. Consultation times are likely to be 
short with little notice, based on previous experience, 
but it is important that the plans do not just become a 
mouthpiece for more extreme environmentalists.
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No progress 
with 
Environmental 
Stewardship

After 21 years, 
Environmental 
Stewardship now 
covers 50,000km2 of 
England, twice the area 
of Wales. Its funding is 
supposed to promote 
public access to the 
countryside as one of 
its aims. It has created 
4,800km of footpaths 
and 2,400km of cycle 
paths and bridleways 
but still no access at all 
for river users.

The real 
polluters

At an International 
Navigation Association 
seminar on the inland 
waterways, a paper 
on Whitlingham 
Country Park in the 
Broads threw up the 
interesting information 
that although a 1.5km 
rowing course could 
be installed, there 
is no angling or fish 
stocking yet. It seems 
that fish could lower 
the water quality. 
Environmentalists are 
steadily calling for ever 
cleaner water but fish 
and other wildlife could 
be a significant part of 
the problem. After all, 
there is much more 
wildlife around sewage 
outfalls than in very 
clean water such as 
Loch Ness.

Parking in 
Perthshire

Perth & Kinross 
Council have put 
up new information 
signs at Burnmouth 
and Thistlebrig. The 
Burnmouth carpark 
will be available 
except during March 
and September to 
mid October, popular 
angling seasons, when 
paddlers will need to 
park in the lane outside 
the gate, as before. 
This should reduce the 
amount of paddling 
for those who don’t 
want to do the run from 
Burnmouth down to 
Thistlebrig.

The hotel at 
Grandtully is under new 
ownership. Paddlers are 
no longer allowed to 
use the hotel carpark.



Enjoying the floods in Witney. There was a proposal to claim a first descent.
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Broads Authority Bill
published

The privately brought Broads Authority Bill has 
been published despite the concerns of objectors. They 
say that an Authorized Officer or a Navigation Officer 
appointed by the Broads Authority would have powers 
as great as or greater than a police officer without 
needing to be appropriately qualified. Charges could 
be made for craft on adjacent private waters. Closing 
tidal water in poor visibility or high winds would take 
away a master’s right to make his own decision about 
the safety of his craft and override the Magna Carta 
right to navigate in tidal waters at any time. If the 
Broads became a designated National Park the Sandford 
Principle would apply, meaning wildlife interests would 
take precedence over all others rather than having to 
balance their needs on merit against those of navigation 
and other interests, as they do at present. Objectors 
claimed there had not been full consultation and the 
Broads Authority were taking unneeded powers. The 
Government’s committee on the Broads Authority Bill 
gave approval for the Bill to be printed. However, it 
opposed private understandings with third parties and 
believes these would have little legal value. A proportion 
of the Broads Authority, perhaps 20%, should be directly 
elected to moderate the powers given in the Bill and 
allow local people some say. Further legislation should 
be brought forward to amend the constitution of the 
Broads Authority.

Flood damage
Paddlers featured strongly during last July’s floods, 

which hit Humberside and then Gloucestershire across 
to the Thames valley. The Oxford Times showed David 
Cameron tramping through calf deep water in his suit at 
Clanfield, below a much more serene picture of David 
Bicker in a kayak in the middle of Minster Lovell. The 
Newbury Weekly News showed two optimistic young 
people posting mail from an open canoe into a postbox 
surrounded by water in Pangbourne. It also showed 
Maryanne Thomas, Edward Edwards and Chris Gould 
with open canoes from the Adventure Dolphin Centre, 

pointing out how they had ferried water and supplies 
to the occupants of 17 boats stranded for 12 days by the 
floods.
• Some people were more on the ball about the floods 
than others were. In Oxford, where floods reached 
the 1947 level, a colleague of mine was interviewed 
live on air from a studio in Summertown. He said 
the interviewer hadn’t heard of Port Meadow, didn’t 
appreciate what a record water level at Godstow Lock 
meant and didn’t understand the term ‘upstream’.
• In the aftermath of the floods in Oxford last summer, 
campaigner Alison Cobb was co-ordinating legal action 
against the EA over the blocking of the Swift Ditch 
which runs from the Thames near Godstow Lock to the 
Seacourt Stream (not to be confused with the Abingdon 
Swift Ditch), preventing water from escaping by this 
route as it has done for three centuries. The EA claim 
it has little relevance to the overall picture. Alison said 
‘Twenty years ago you could canoe through here from 
Seacourt Stream’, a legal right of navigation. Perhaps 
she has hit the point. ‘We have begged the Environment 
Agency to clean out Seacourt Stream.’ The Swift Ditch 
is dry or just marsh in places, with trees growing in the 
centre of the watercourse, unhelpful for drainage or 
navigation. This is reminiscent of the EA’s attitude to 
fallen trees blocking the public right of navigation on 
the Thames above Lechlade.
• Professor George Fleming, a former President of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, has written to Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown to suggest that a review of the 
flooding is not required. Following the 2000 floods he 
chaired a presidential commission for John Prescott, 
Deputy Prime Minister at the time. ‘The Agency has 
too many roles and there is too much conflict between 
habitat protection and development issues,’ said Professor 
Fleming. This view has been supported at local level 
where flooded householders have claimed that drainage 
channels have been blocked by vegetation which has not 
been cleared as environmental conservation has been 
given a higher priority.
Professor Fleming’s words echo the concern already 
aired about the EA conflict of interests between its 
angling and navigation priorities.
• Sir Michael Pitt is due to report on the floods this 
month. Sir John Harman stood down in May as 

River 
restoration

Marmot Dam on 
the Sandy River in 
Oregon has been 
removed. Half a dozen 
others are to follow 
as river restoration is 
undertaken in the USA.

On the other hand, 
the Malate and Scie 
playwaves on the 
Doubs in Besançon are 
likely to be lost to a 
hydroelectric scheme.

EA order
grinds on

The EA’s Transport 
& Works Order, 
opposed by Paddlers 
International, is still 
grinding on after several 
years. The Dept for 
Transport are no longer 
involved, everything 
now being under 
DEFRA control. The 
delay is being blamed 
on a legal issue. It 
remains to be seen what 
the issue is and whether 
it affects consultation 
with objectors, which 
has still to take place.

Some portage 
points improved

Bray, Chertsey and 
Shepperton Locks 
on the Thames have 
had their portage 
points improved by 
the EA. However, the 
promised improvement 
at Culham, missed 
when the lock was 
refurbished in 2006, 
has still to be made safe 
despite Julia Simpson’s 
promise that it would 
be done over the winter 
of 2007/8. A landing 
stage has been built 
upstream of Eldridges 
Lock on the Medway 
and one on the Welland 
at Crowland.

Pathetic access
An interviewee on 

Radio 4 described the 1 
- 2% of footpaths open 
to disabled walkers 
as ‘pathetic’. Paddlers 
International pointed 
out that it puts them in 
the same position as 
river users in England 
and Wales, disabled or 
otherwise. Actually, it 
doesn’t as there are over 
three times the length of 
footpaths that there are 
of rivers.
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energy must come from the sea but is concerned that 
poor schemes will damage the most attractive coastal 
scenery in Europe. There is also concern over the safety 
implications if paddlers are pushed out to sea to avoid 
power projects. Other issues relate to parking and 
footpaths, information being made available on river 
releases and developers not playing the system to get 
grants.
• It has been claimed that a 28MW hydroelectric 
scheme near Fort William is being run at only 16MW 
as this attracts a substantial subsidy. To make up the 
shortfall, other small schemes would be needed, again 
with Government subsidy.
• Scottish Enterprise Minister Jim Mather claims a study 
shows that industrial scale windfarms will not adversely 
affect Scottish tourism. This contrasts with the results of 
a study in April 2006 by Wild Scotland, the association 
of wildlife tour operators, 61% of whom thought 
windfarms would have a negative impact on Scottish 
tourism. Another study the same month by Activity 
Scotland, the association of activity holiday operators, 
suggested the figure would be as high as 88%. Award 
winning operator Wilderness Scotland had carried out a 
study in July 2005 of 1,600 clients in 21 countries, 91% 
of whom said they would not return to the Highlands if 
there was significant windfarm development. A survey 
by VisitScotland this February showed 72% of visitors 
putting the scenery as the most important reason for 
visiting. Concern has been expressed that the latest 
study does not take into account the views of potential 
visitors.

Another attempt
at a Severn barrage

The subject of a Severn barrage is under review 
again. Baroness Young, chief executive of the EA and 
former head of the RSPB, is opposing it because it 
will flood mudflats used by birds. At an Institution of 
Civil Engineers meeting on the subject, ISKA asked 
about silting. The amount of mud coming down the 
river will not change. The speaker claimed that the 
water will be clearer with a barrage but there will be no 
more deposition, apparently because silt will be washed 
straight out to sea and not be able to get back, instead 
of going to and fro with the tide, as at present. Are 
you convinced or do you think there will be enough 
additional silt deposited in the estuary to satisfy even 
Barbara Young?

Access and tourism
Paddlers International opened the questioning to a 

Tourism Society Question Time panel at a tourism 
show in British Tourism Week. Was it acceptable that 
England and Wales had the worst river access situation 
for visitors of any country in the world or did we 
need equivalent legislation to the Land Reform Act in 
Scotland. Chairman Bernard Donahue of VisitBritain 
broadened the question to include completion of the 
coast path.

Margaret Hodge, Minister for Culture, Creative 
Industries & Tourism, claimed to be keen on waterways 
but there would be a conservation impact and a need 
to balance competing pressures, without giving any 
indication when that process could start or whether 
she thought they were already balanced. Ministers can 
usually produce some comment which sounds more 
positive than it really is. The best she could manage was 
that water transport had been considered for the 2012 
Olympics, although she did not give the impression that 
it was still high on the agenda (a bit like river access).

Don Foster, the Liberal Democrat Shadow Secretary 
of State for Culture, Media & Sport, was in a similar 
frame of mind. He would like to be opening rivers to 
access and use but it is easy to be glib. He would like 

A bridge over a river, chained off at each end to 
keep the public off, the sort of thing you expect to 
see in the English countryside but not in the NEC. 

This display was by an estate.
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Canoe ban poll
The Carmarthen 

Journal carried a poll to 
ask whether canoeists 
should be banned from 
key angling areas of the 
River Towy. This kind 
of survey simply tests 
the ability of interest 
groups to show how 
well they can motivate 
their supporters to vote. 
The results are then 
presented as if they are 
a democratic survey. 
On this occasion, 
canoeists were quick 
to respond. Even if it 
had not been the case, 
do we want a society 
when those not in 
the majority can be 
suppressed simply for 
not having the upper 
hand.

Ups and downs 
of effluent 
standards

Hilary Benn has 
supported the findings 
of a 2006 public 
inquiry into effluent 
discharges from sewage 
works at Tintagel and 
Bossiney. South West 
Water had tried to use 
a loophole to allow 
a lower standard of 
treatment than will now 
be required.

Northumbrian Water 
wanted to reduce year 
round tertiary UV 
treatment to just the 
bathing season from 
May to September at six 
of their coastal works. 
The EA have agreed to 
this for Seaton Carew, 
Billingham, Hendon 
and Bran Sands but 
require UV treatment 
from April to November 
inclusive at Howdon 
and year round 
treatment to be retained 
at Marske.

chairman of the EA. He has been replaced by former 
Culture Secretary Chris Smith, now Lord Smith of 
Finsbury. Chief executive Barbara Young is to resign 
on May 31st, before the report is published. There is 
growing support for the breakup of the EA, particularly 
with the EA’s conflicts of interests in mind.
• The EA’s plans to sell off or rent out 22 lock keepers’ 
cottages on the Thames could result in further flooding 
as staff will not be on site to adjust sluices and may 
not even be able to get there if surrounding roads are 
flooded.

Renewable energy policy
A renewable energy policy has been prepared by the 

SCA. The policy includes concern about river projects 
which cause damage out of proportion to the power 
gained. It concludes that the only serious renewable 

A pollution boom, some discoloured water and a lot 
of dead fish, the unedifiying view beside the main 

pedestrian approach to the Boat Caravan & Outdoor 
Show at the NEC.



to see more work done on it but it would take a lot of 
work and time and nothing would be achieved easily.

The Tory Shadow Minister for Tourism, Tobias 
Ellwood, suggested the problem should be taken 
seriously and everything is moving too slowly at present.

Julian Burrell, chairman of the Wales Tourism Alliance, 
did not get over excited about access. The most positive 
response came from Eddie Byers of VisitScotland, who 
said the Land Reform Act had been very positive for 
Scottish tourism.

Access helps block
new royal charter

The Chartered Institution of Water & Environmental 
Management policy on access closely resembles that of 
the EA, who are represented on its policy committee 
by Julia Simpson. Having previously taken issue with 
this policy a year earlier, Paddlers International was 
assured that the policy would be reviewed although no 
improvement has been forthcoming. CIWEM presented 
their new royal charter at an EGM, the requirement 
for recreation now watered down by environmental 
interests. I took issue with this but the promoters were 
unwilling to withdraw the offending clause, preferring 
to risk what was expected to be a close vote (mostly 
because of concerns over democracy). In the event, the 
new royal charter fell four votes short of the needed 
support. While the board go away to lick their wounds, 
they now have some clearly minuted comments on their 
recreation policy to consider, the only specific policy 
issue raised beside the general concern over voting 
procedures.

Environmentalists
get taste for salt

Relationships between environmentalists and drainage 
engineers, farmers and coastal residents are steadily 
deteriorating as the former push for ever more land to 
be flooded by sea water to create salt marsh, supported 
by EU legislation. There have been deliberate breaches 
of the sea defences along the Wash and Wallasea island 
to flood farmland. When the famous shingle wall at 
Porlock was breached by the sea, repair was forbidden, 

resulting in the protected marsh becoming saline and the 
trees all dying. However, the ideas leaked from a Natural 
England workshop to an East Anglian newspaper are 
on a different scale. They propose allowing the sea 
defences between Horsey and Winteron-on-Sea to fail 
deliberately, flooding a 60km2 triangle including the 
villages of Winterton-on-Sea, Potter Heigham, Hickling, 
Eccles and those coastward of them, a significant part of 
the Broads and some of the richest farmland in Britain. 
The Broads Society have condemned the proposal in 
strong language as it would destroy Hickling Broad, 
Horsey Mere, Heigham Sound and Martham North 
and South Broads, including the habitats of bittern, 
bearded tit, marsh harrier and Britain’s largest butterfly, 
the swallowtail. They call on the Government to fund 
continued maintenance of the coastal defences. The EA 
are behind the flooding proposal. Baroness Young said 
‘I think the Norfolk Broads will go; they will definitely 
salinate.’ Are these people trying to establish a bargaining 
position or will we see the tide of public opinion 
turning against the power of the environmental lobby?

DEFRA has put the EA to manage all flood and 
erosion risk around the English coast. As inland, many 
people are starting to see them as the problem, not the 
solution.

Obviously not
very important

Three years ago Paddlers International arranged with 
then BW chairman Dr George Greener to discuss 
a range of safety issues, including use of tunnels and 
commercial waterways and dangerous fencing. Dr 
Greener was unable to attend at the last minute but 
BW’s heads of safety, engineering and the southeast 
region were all present. They were to discuss the issues 
and report back. Repeated requests for their report 
simply resulted in repeated requests by BW staff for 
the list of issues covered, then silence. Presumably, BW 
do not see these issues as particularly important. It 
seems that common sense has to be the way forward 
and to remind BW staff that their report to Paddlers 
International is three years overdue if anyone objects.

An EFRA Select Committee has criticized the way 
BW manages its relationships with stakeholders. We can 
only hope they have plans to do better.
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IWA support 
latest EDM on 
access

The IWA have called 
on members to support 
Early Day Motion 
1331 on river access 
for non powered craft, 
which already has BCU 
support. It reads:

‘That this House 
urges the Government 
to extend legislation 
on access to the 
countryside in England 
and Wales to allow 
canoeists and users 
of non-powered craft 
similar access rights 
to water as walkers 
have to the land; notes 
that in Scotland such 
access, accompanied 
by a code of rights 
and responsibilities 
for all concerned, 
has been successfully 
implemented; and 
believes that increased 
access to waterways 
would lead to greater 
participation in 
canoeing, resulting 
both in obvious health 
benefits to the nation 
and in increased 
chances of future 
Olympic success.’

The boating public 
and other waterway 
supporters are asked 
to write to their MPs to 
ask them to back the 
motion.

Anglers want
to restore
Garry water

Half a century after 
a 21km stretch of the 
River Garry was drained 
in Perthshire as part 
of a hydro scheme, 
leaving an ugly bed 
of dried rocks, anglers 
are want restoration of 
the river’s water flow. 
The Tay District Salmon 
Fisheries Board hope 
to invoke the Water 
Framework Directive, 
which requires 
damage caused by 
over abstraction to be 
remedied. Success by 
these anglers would set 
an interesting precedent 
for hydro electric power 
generation schemes 
in general. SEPA are 
looking at the whole 
of Scotland and are 
concerned where water 
extraction might cause 
problems for canoeists, 
a point they make 
repeatedly.

Porlock Marsh covered in dead trees where English Nature have forbidden repair of the sea defences.
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Tesco pay 
trolley bill

Essex Waterways Ltd, 
who run the Chelmer & 
Blackwater Navigation, 
have cleared the river 
of shopping trolleys 
at Heybridge and 
presented the bill to 
Tesco. Tesco have 
paid it, avoiding civil 
proceedings. Tesco 
have introduced new 
procedures to try to 
keep trolleys out of the 
river.

Government wishes
being ignored

The Inland Waterways Advisory Council’s report to 
Government, The Inland Waterways of England & Wales 
in 2007, carries two key recommendations. The first is 
that ‘Government should establish an inter-departmental 
committee for the inland waterways of England and 
Wales. This should be made up of representatives of 

those Government departments with lead responsibilities 
for environmental improvement, regeneration of local 
economies, heritage, recreation, planning and transport. 
The purpose of the Committee would be to ensure that 
Government policy for the inland waterways is carried 
through by all relevant departments of Government.’ 
This requirement seems to be an acceptance that the 
Government’s wishes are not presently being carried out 
by their departments.

A year after the launch of the showcase access demonstration projects, 
prepared by a Brighton University team and promoted enthusiastically 
by the EA, how are they performing and how much more access has 
been added? Have they opened the way for England and Wales to have 
access like the rest of the world? Paddlers International asked Julia 
Simpson, the EA’s head of recreation, navigation and marine, for an 
update:

Dear Julia
As it is now over a year since the launch of the flagship Brighton 

University river access schemes at Bungay I wanted to prepare an update 
on their progress. I understand the positions to be as follows:

River Waveney
The agreement was to fold if anyone used the section of river below 

that covered by the agreement. I understand that it has now been 
accepted that this lower section has a public right of navigation as it is 
tidal and that the signs at the end of the agreement section, saying that 
canoeing was prohibited downstream, have now been removed. Were 
these removed by the Environment Agency? If not, by whom and were 
the EA involved in the decision to remove them? What is the EA’s 
position on this?

River Teme
There has still been no progress and still no agreement for any of the 

river to be used.

River Mersey
This agreement is operating as proposed.

River Wear
The British Canoe Union have received a solicitor’s letter threatening 

legal action against anyone using a large part of the river covered by the 
agreement.

The rest of England and Wales
No further water is available at all under this scheme.

Please let me know whether there has been any change on these 
positions or whether there are any corrections to be made to the 
information supplied to me.

The EA position
Julia Simpson replied:

Dear Stuart,
As you are aware, we were asked to put these pilots in place by 

DEFRA, who funded the project.  The aim was to facilitate the 
agreements being put in place and learn from the process. The project 
finished with the launch in Bungay, which you attended, and we left the 
agreements in the hands of the landowners who had allowed the access.

On your specific points our comments are as follows:-

The use of the Waveney is through the individual agreement of each 
landowner. Whether they choose to remove their agreement to allow 
canoes to travel over their land is down to them.

To assist in the management of the canoe trail we put signs in place to 
inform people that they had reached the end of the section where access 
has been agreed through the project. Two signs have been removed but 
we do not know who took them down; it was not the Agency.

There was an agreement in place on the Teme at Ludlow at the end 
of the project. We are aware that further discussions have taken place 
between paddlers and landowners. We understand that it has been agreed 
to increase the access in the winter months and reduce it in the summer. 
This is thought to deliver benefits to all parties.

On the matter of the letter about the Wear you will need to take this 
up with the British Canoe Union because, as you say, this letter has been 
sent to them.

As for the rest of England and Wales and water available ‘under this 
scheme’, as I say above, we delivered a project for DEFRA to facilitate 
agreements on sections of four pilot rivers. We have then shared the 
understanding gained through the process with anyone who wants to 
use it via the web. We have no further mandate from DEFRA to deliver 
more access to rivers.

We are aware of access agreements being put in place on other rivers, 
as I am sure you are, such as the Wye and Lugg; in doing so we know 
some have looked at the information we have provided on the web.

If you have any further questions my lead on this is William 
Crookshank (william.crookshank@environment-agency.gov).

The Paddlers International response
Dear Julie

Thank your for your letter in which you claim that the access 
situation is satisfactory. I refer to the pilot projects carried out by 
Brighton University and launched at Bungay in October 2006:

River Waveney
This 33km agreement was offered in place of the 48km agreement 

of 2001 set up by local canoeists. The new agreement had approached 
more landowners but still had not obtained the permission of 6% of 
them. It was much more restrictive of canoeists and now required them 
not to use the 3km downstream, a public right of navigation because 
it is tidal, leaving an impassable gap in the route down the river. Some 
Environment Agency notices at the top of the tidal section, saying there 
was no further right of navigation, were quickly taken down. Anglers 
said that the entire agreement would terminate if any canoeists use the 
legal navigation section.

River Teme
Despite having been used full length since Roman times and having 

navigation arches on some bridges, access was requested for only 1.6km. 
18 months on, nothing has been achieved.

Are the Brighton access proposals working?
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Yellow oystercatchers
The yellow oystercatcher is quite a rare bird, except 

in the Burry Inlet. There, over a hundred oystercatchers 
have been dyed yellow as a tracking project for CCW 
and the British Trust for Ornithology. The dye should be 
lost with the 2008 moult. CCW and BTO ask for any 
sightings to be reported to them.

Tees Barrage 
fish pass

Numbers of fish 
caught in the Tees have 
fallen to just a 30th of 
those caught in the Tyne 
(which has a full length 
access agreement). 
The blame is on seals, 
which eat many in Tees 
Bay, and on the barrage, 
which they find hard to 
negotiate. It is proposed 
to build a fish pass to 
get them clear of the 
barrage.

River Wear
Much of the 9km agreement section was already in use by canoeists, 

rowers, hire boats and even a floating restaurant, and had a history of a 
canoe race promoted by the Mayor of Durham, where there is a statue 
celebrating the improvement in the navigation. After the agreement 
was launched, the British Canoe Union received a solicitor’s letter 
threatening legal action against any canoeist using a major part of the 
agreement section.

River Mersey
This 28km was the only genuine new water. Until recently it was too 

polluted for fish and is of little interest to most canoeists. It is of benefit 
mostly to local clubs, who now have some water which they can now 
use without threat.

Even taking your claim at face value, you have only addressed 
1/1,000th of the problem in England and Wales. This was with 
considerable expenditure and with no further progress since. The toolkit 
replaces an Environment Agency guide which achieved nothing, which 
replaced a National Rivers Authority Guide which achieved nothing. 
It is expected to achieve nothing and there has been no progress in the 
first 18 months since it was introduced.

It is just 20 years since the CRACK demonstrations, after which it 
was said that quiet discussion was the way forward, not public displays of 
anger. Clearly, that advice was ill founded and there has been no progress 
worthy of the name.

The Ramblers’ Association claim access agreements do not work. 
Natural England have said that access agreements are not working for 
the coastal path. They have not worked for canoeists or river swimmers 
for the last half century.

We are not going to get reform until we have somebody who wants 
reform. You have made clear, once again, that DEFRA is not that body. 
We are talking about a quiet, green, healthy, environmentally friendly, 
affordable activity with a predominance of young participants. I would 
have expected to hear Government officials asking what they could do 
to help, not stating that the situation should remain as it is.

More damning than the fact that England and Wales have the worst 
river access situation of any country in the world is the fact that bodies 
such as DEFRA think this is satisfactory. DEFRA officials may think 
this if they like. What they are not entitled to do is take any credit from 
the failed Brighton University project, which has had the lack of success 
predicted by canoeists long before the study began.
Regards
Stuart Fisher.

What do the BCU say?
Ignoring the r ight of public navigation over the whole Wye 

catchment, including the Lugg, the status of which the EA have always 
claimed they do not know and have not investigated, do the BCU agree 
with the EA’s claims? I consulted Kevin East, employed on access by the 
BCU. He advised:

Waveney
The agreement was placed over a 1999/2000 agreement by the local 

BCU members, local authorities, EA and East of England Development 
Agency. The section from Ellingham to Geldeston, the banned tidal 
section, was already being promoted by the Broads Authority as a canoe 
trail on their website. The new agreement has added nothing.

Teme
Canoeists report no discussions with the EA or their consultants. 

Conditions of use in the draft agreement were unsafe and unacceptable.

Mersey
There has been some additional participation but the staffing 

requirements are beyond the resources of the voluntary sector. Access 
and egress points have given problems, including having to be unlocked 
at agreed times. Non paddlers have been attracted to the nature 
park . Rugby clubs at the access points have had increased sales of 
refreshments.

Wear
A solicitor representing riparian interests has sent a letter banning 

paddling below Durham. The EA have stirred up objections to long 
established paddling above and below Durham. Canoeing is still allowed 
around the Durham peninsula.

DEFRA’s current position
The day after the Marine Bill launch at Whitstable, I emailed Jonathan 

Shaw to clarify a point I had made to him about rivers. I received a 
reply from DEFRA official Julie Tucker:

ACCESS TO INLAND WATERWAYS
Thank you for your email of 4 April to Jonathan Shaw about access 

to inland waterways. I have been asked to reply.
In your email you claim that the Environment Agency’s access 

agreement programme has broken down; this is not the case. In fact, the 
project has increased the understanding of the use of agreements and 
developed a toolkit for others to use. Seventy kilometres of access has 
already been created during this work and it demonstrates what can be 
achieved by such agreements.

DEFRA has every confidence in the Environment Agency and 
Natural England working with DEFRA to deliver the Marine Bill and 
does not share your concern.

Conclusions
Whatever the true position, two undisputable facts arise from the 

above:
1) What DEFRA claim is the position is very different from what 
canoeists claim is the position.
2) This difference in opinion is not causing concern to DEFRA and 
they do not seem to be taking any action to investigate why there is a 
difference in opinion.

Are the Brighton access proposals working?
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Memories to share?
Do any of the trips you have done deserve a 
larger readership than your club newsletter 
alone can give? More space? More coloured 

pictures? We are pleased to hear from 
those who wish to share memories of their 

trips with others.

mail@canoeist.co.uk

Periodical Publishers Association

Independent Publisher Awards

Inaugural
Achievement Award

winner
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INCIDENT FILE
Hypothermic swimmer
needed support canoe

An open canoe accompanying two men on a 5km swim in the upper 
Thames in October for charity was needed when one suffered from 
hypothermia. The 60 year old was pulled into the canoe with assistance 
from his colleague but had to be airlifted to hospital after becoming 
unconscious. The pair were surprised at the coldness of the water. They 
raised £1,000 for a nursing home but the emergency evacuation and 
hospital stay took the shine off their achievement.

Award for young rescuer
15 year old Gareth Farrow has received the St John Wales’ Young 

Lifesaver of the Year Award. He was one of a group on the River 
Rheidol when Joe Newbold became pinned on a weir. Gareth got a 

throwline to him but he was gradually forced below the surface. Gareth 
then gave rescue breaths below the surface until the group finally freed 
Joe. Gareth had recently attended a St John Ambulance first aid course 
and a Canolfan Tryweryn River Safety Day. This experience, taken with 
his quick thinking, undoubtedly saved Joe’s life.

Ship may have hit sea paddler
3km off Rye, police recovered the body of a 42 year old paddler from 

Sandgate in September. His boat was recovered further east between 
Dungeness and Folkestone. The coastguard suspected from his injuries 
and the boat damage that he had been hit by a ship. Sea conditions were 
calm, if a bit murky. The victim was still wearing a spraycover over his 
drysuit.

Paddler drowned on Calder weir
A paddler from Leeds was drowned on the Calder at the beginning 

of March and his three colleagues suffered hypothermia. They were 
using an early slalom kayak and three inflatables on a day when all the 
rivers in the area were running well. The Calder weirs are often V’ed the 
wrong way with bricked in ends, making escape difficult. The weir in 
question was not one of the bigger ones. It is suggested by local paddlers 
that there could easily have been more fatalities in the circumstances.

I had a shock of recognition this very morning. You know all about 
my dedication to the notion of keeping unwanted water out of kayaks? 
Much good it did me but it was lively. Recently, a new acquaintance in 
NZ has been pressing me to revisit my records.

Over a year ago I fitted a solar water heating system to this house, 
strictly against Govt edict that none bar qualified and registered 
electricians and plumbers may do that. I was a radio mechanic in Royal 
Signals 1947 to 1949. I have some knowledge of high energy power and 
I’ve plumbed several houses.

A problem developed and is continuing. In the early morning the 
panels suffer from condensation which appears as silvery dew on 
the inside of the glass and that reflects energy. It seems that this is 
widespread in NZ. The life of this system, a good one, should be 15 to 
25 years. It looks as if it lasts 5 years I’ll be lucky.

The panels act as slow motion pumps to balance pressure, air out 

during warm days and air in during cool night. Night air is damp. This 
accumulates in the base insulation layer which here is rock wool which 
collects and retains unwanted water. Volume of air transfer is around 4 
litres per panel on my roof.

I made this connection an hour ago! My bloody doom. I am on 
this Earth in this life to pursue unwanted water and get rid of it from 
volumes that ought to be dry.

A chance conversation last week revealed to me that what the panels 
need is dry air, not moisture laden night air. Where does one find 
warm and dry air? In the roof space immediately below the panels. 
Sealed panels bar one 15mm connection to a pipe to the air inside the 
roof is all that is needed. The executive officer of the Solar Industries 
Association in NZ has invited me to write up my system for his 
association to discuss. Déjà bleedin’ vu, mate. Been there, done that.
Alan Byde

Byde your time



Touring information in Europe and at home
Some years back, someone with extensive touring experience wrote a 

feature, I think in your mag, about the lack of coverage on the touring 
side, especially by the BCU, and I would have liked to contact him but 
can’t find his details. For many years I was a subscriber to Paddlers World 
until poor Peter Clarke died. My kayaking has been mostly warm water 
holiday sea kayaking but as I soon retire I will have much more time to 
devote to paddling. I have just contacted Pete Salisbury who mentioned 
your mag now includes PW and said you might know of canoe/kayak 
touring guidebooks down European rivers. Many years ago I paddled/
camped down the Loire in a Tyne folding kayak and would like to 
repeat the experience down other suitable touring/camping rivers, 
possibly starting in France with the Rhône. I was thinking of joining 
a kayak/canoe club which had a bias towards touring but was not 
particularly impressed with either the BCU or Camping Club of GB. 
Do you have any thoughts on this?
Frank Joyce

Noting you are in Hants, I would look to Westel CC, who are on the Thames 
in west London and do a lot of river touring, or Ringwood CC, who are sea 
paddlers in the main, as possible starting points.
If you read any German there are a number of good guides to European rivers by 
Pollner Verlag. Rivers Publishing’s White Water Massif Central is aimed at open 
canoe paddlers so you may find some flatter sections to your taste. Publishers 
such as Rough Guides cover some river valleys with incomplete information on 
paddling. Regrettably, there is little in the way of European flat water touring 
river guides in English unless you choose rivers which are used by powered craft.

Do you know where I can get information on canoeing the upper 
parts of the Loire? I am trying to find information that would help 
plan a 10 day trip in an open canoe, camping beside the river wherever 
possible and leaving the car at the starting point (to be collected at the 
end of the trip).
Phil Weston

The only canoeing guide we have received is Die Loire (Feb 96, p22) from 
Pollner Verlag, in German, covering the river from Digoin. More general titles to 
the river reviewed include the Rough Guide (Apr 05, p33) from Sancerre and 
Black’s Blue Guide (Aug 95, p18) from Blois. Guide - Itineraires 700 Rivières 
de France (Oct 93, p38) has just over a page on the river, in French, including 
grades and distances, plus a brief run through of the main navigational features 
from Salette. Other books reviewed include sections of the river as part of coverage 
of the whole country, mostly water available to large craft. Canoeing questions 
might best be addressed to the Fédération Française de Canoë-Kayak (www.
ffck.org). More general questions may be addressed to Maison de la France at the 
French Government Tourist Office (www.franceguide.com).

I am desperate for info on touring as I have recently acquired an Old 
Town Charles River canoe. The Stour in Suffolk and the upper Waveney 
have been recently paddled but I need more info for further trips.
Pete

In the back issues section of our website (www.canoeist.co.uk) you will find a 
map showing past guides, some of which are available to buy in back issues, in 
the others of which we have the text available as free downloads.

Kayak canvas wanted
My father is currently in the process of making a PBK20 2 seater, 15’, 

wooden kayak. He built the original version back in 1956 from a book 
which he recently found and has decided to make another one.

We are having problems finding the canvas (or modern equivalent) 
to cover the wooden frame and make it seaworthy; any help would be 
greatly appreciated.
Charlotte Gregory 

Tony Ford of the Historic Canoe & Kayak Association replies:
My reference is Ottersports as suppliers of canvas; however, as it rots so easily, 

the tendency, in particular in the US, is to use Dacron and to coat this with an 
elastic polymer. This gives a waterproof, rotproof and extremely strong skin. This 
was demonstrated by using a claw hammer with full force on such a kayak skin; 
all that one could see was a small dent...
Have a look at www.aircraftspruce.com/catalog/cspages/dacronfabric.php
Also have a look at www.kellysearch.co.uk/gb-product-145823.html for other 
outlets... More can be found by searching under ‘Boat Canvas’ and ‘Dacron 
Cloth’

Blandford plans
Does the firm Blandford canoes still exist? I think they were in 

Yorkshire. The last advert I saw was about 1999. They sold plans of a 
roomy canoe, the PBK 15, and may do some similar in stitch and glue 
methods now.
A H Gelder

The plans are still available although they are being distributed by Clark Craft, 
16 - 99 Aqua Lane, Tonawanda, NY 14150, USA, tel 00 1 716 873 2640, 
web www.clarkcraft.com, as most sales are in the USA. The previous British 
supplier was W Harrison of Bingley, who last advertised with us in 2000. Percy 
Blandford lives in Warwickshire.

Pedometer for monkey business
I’m using canoes to study a rare monkey in the Brazilian Amazon. (It 

spends nine months of the year in flooded forest.) We’d like to know 
how far we (and hence the animals we are following) travel each day 
but because the canopy cover is thick we can’t use GPS to do this. I’ve 
heard that there is some kind of equivalent of a pedometer such as 
one would use for running that 
is used by distance canoeists. Is 
this true? If so, what is it properly 
called and might you have a 
recommendation for the best 
make and where I might get it? 
Adrian Barnett

We can’t place a pedometer but this 
is an alternative. In our Nov 95 
issue we featured the Speedcoach by 
Nielsen-Kellerman of Pennsylvania, 
intended to give training data to sprint 
paddlers. A propeller attached to the 
hull (without making holes) relayed 
data to a deck mounted display unit. 
The lithium battery gave an estimated 
life of 3 years. More thought would 
need to be given to robustness of the 
propeller in a forest environment 
than on a sprint regatta course. 
Contact was 00 1 610 494 0602. 
Otherwise, something based on a 
ship’s log may do the trick.

Do you know
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Last year’s major kayak expedition followed on from the success 
of previous years’ Joint Service Alpine Kayak Meets with the aim of 
providing military paddlers with the opportunity to gain logbook 
experience by developing personal paddling and leadership skills, leading 
to the award of joint service and NGB qualifications.

The significant difference between this year’s and previous expeditions 
is the fact that the expedition planner and leader was a junior NCO 
rather than an officer. This considerable achievement originated over 
a beer between friends, coupled with a desire to expand horizons. 
Corporals Ben Bryant and Andy Hall had previously worked together 
in an Army Youth Team, with Ben teaching Andy everything he knows 
about paddling as a sideline to their day jobs of instructing youth. 
Progression was astonishingly fast for Andy, who then took on the task 
of mounting a major expedition, no mean feat in itself but particularly 
impressive considering his lack of knowledge and experience of 
expedition paddling. Rather than take the easy option and choose a 
tried and tested location that people knew well, it was decided to fully 
embrace the expeditioning ethos and try something new and, with a pin 
normally reserved for a donkey’s tail, Laruns in the French Pyrenees was 
selected.

Given the military’s long(ish) planning cycle, we selected dates in 
late May although smaller expeditions might possibly consider a more 
flexible approach because conditions can vary markedly over a relatively 
short period, particularly with only have a week to spare.

As it happened, there was no shortage of rain. It precipitated daily, 
profusely and for prolonged periods. In fact, you could reasonably state 
that it peed down. However, the volume of water deposited on our 
campsite was not reflected in the local rivers which, somewhat bafflingly, 
remained almost empty.

The expedition location was a first for the Army in general and for 
all of the participants in particular. We subsequently discovered that 
most rivers in the area are dammed and abstracted so water levels can 
be difficult to predict. Furthermore, very small and localized catchment 
areas mean that river conditions can vary wildly between neighbouring 

valleys, a somewhat alien concept compared with 
our  p rev iou s  expe r i ence s . 

However, plenty 

of travelling and reconnoitring meant that we eventually found suitable 
rivers after a somewhat slow start, even if it meant decanting to a rough 
overnight camp to save driving back and forth on consecutive days for 
remote (to us) but close together rivers.

After a couple of days’ paddling together, the expedition members 
broke into smaller groups, based around paddling ability and aspiration 
for assessment, essentially a 4 Star or progression group and a 5 Star 
or advanced group. Each group was then self contained with its own 
leaders and transport for the rest of the expedition.

Rivers in the Pyrenees tend to be very long with limited stretches 
of interest to the WW paddler. The paucity of roads and the distance 
between rivers doesn’t, therefore, lend itself to a static camp event, 
compared with, say, l’Argentière or Landeck in the French and Austrian 
Alps. However, whilst a more mobile approach is suggested, it would be 
difficult to suggest an itinerary, given the variation and range of water 
levels. The best plan would be to travel light and plan on the hoof, using 
the internet or local knowledge. Our best success was with the big 
volume rivers eg Río Gallego and Noguera Pallaresa, which provided 
great sport, albeit at the ends of long journeys. Campsites are not busy 
this time of year and chalet style accommodation is very reasonably 
priced; however, we were refused service at one campsite on the 
grounds of being English so thanks to whoever previously fouled that 
up (hopefully, not paddlers).

Exercise Northern Descent
The British Army Pyrenees Kayak Expedition

Left: Charlie Fryer establishes his credentials.



There are significant problems with Patrick Santal’s guide in that it is 
very dated; the descriptions for access and egress read like old people’s 
directions and the maps are next to useless. A few grid references 
would have helped immensely. To be fair, whilst we blamed Patrick 
for this, the Spanish version was significantly more detailed and useful 
(particularly if you speak Spanish or have a bilingual friend) so perhaps 
it is down to poor translation. What this does mean is that it is more of 
an expedition than the sort of park and ride style of paddling in the Alps 
so you might reasonably expect more time to be consumed in recce and 
shuttles. When Patrick appeared at our campsite we naturally ignored 
the opportunity to update him on his astounding work of fiction but 
instead rushed off to get our personal copies for him to autograph. What 
a great bloke, though, coming to see us especially!

The highlight for the advanced group had to be meeting up with 
a local Spanish kayak club and Liam, our local expert. After paddling 
the Río Ara it was suggested that we stay on the campsite with the 
Spanish, who then fed us as guests of honour and forced us to the local 
night club where we remained until the early hours. This was rather a 
change of pace from the French side which appeared to close at 9 pm, 
if it opened at all. The Spanish don’t start to go out until well after that. 
Consequently, I recommend future expeditions are based on the Spanish 
side. The difference in ethos between British and Spanish paddlers was 
very noticeable. We were all amazed by what we considered a general 

lack of safety awareness and their old skool equipment. Their top 
paddlers were undoubtedly exceptional, making difficult lines look easy; 
however, they all seemed content to run pretty savage drops without 
much inspection on the grounds that they had done them before and 
there must have been severe potential for a spanking. I am not sure how 
much of this was bravado or ignorance but I have to admit that it was a 
little too close to the edge for me.

However, given their ungoverned approach, boating is very much 
a family activity in Spain. Large groups meet up regularly and paddle 
and party together, an almost alien concept in the UK unless you have 
attended an OCA weekend. However, this does not even get close to 
the mixture of age groups and skills and the revelry and enjoyment had 
by all, both on and off the water. I can’t thank them enough for their 
hospitality.

Thanks go to Dave Luke and Leo Hoare for their coaching and 
assessment. Dave had worked with JSMTC(I) in the past and knew what 
to expect; however, it may have been a bit of an ordeal by fire for Leo 
yet he quickly got into the swing of things and gave as good as he got. 
Thanks also to Danny at Desperate Measures, who provided a generous 
discount on kit and sourced the extremely attractive exped hoodies and 
T shirts.
David R Woodford
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Laser signal
The RLL012-10 is 

a laser rescue light. 
Powered by a lithium 
battery, it doesn’t have 
the height advantage 
of a flare gun but will 
operate over some five 
hours. It costs $99.95. 
[00 1 907 245 4475]

Made in Britain
Kirton Kayaks are 

making the point 
that their Mustang 
K2 is British built, in 
addition to which it has 
been winning races. 
For K1 paddlers who 
want a lower volume 
boat which is not 
excessively unstable, 
they are promoting 
their Typhoon. [01953 
773295]

Bespoke charts
Those who drool 

over charts need to 
look at the work of 
Latitude Kinsale. They 
will take a chart for 
anywhere in the world 
and turn it into a three 
dimensional model. A 
variation is to have all 
the lights operational as 
miniature bulbs, each 
with the correct colour 
and signature. [00 353 
21 4772784]

Klepper 
centenary

Klepper reached their 
centenary in 2007. With 
an Atlantic crossing 
behind them, these days 
the fittings tend to be 
higher tech than in the 
past. The folding kayak 
was invented in 1905 
by Alfred Heurich, who 
sold the rights to Johann 
Klepper.

BA pull out
of canoeing

British Airways are to 
cease carrying canoes 
and surfboards. At least 
it will stop them getting 
lost in T5.

Relaxed 
attitude

Plain Lazy’s cheeky 
lifestyle clothing has 
reached its 15th year. 
Cotton garments with 
quirky slogan are the 
basis of the range 
but the collection of 
accessories is also 
expanding steadily.

The Belfield Tide Plotter 
is available again, for PC 

users only. The latest version 
includes tidal diamonds 
with all the corrections 

made, allowing for state of 
the tidal cycle and all the 

other variables. The cost for 
the British Isles and France 
is £10.99 for a year or £21.99 for 3 years. More 

extensive data is available from Norway to Gibraltar. 
[0121 777 6756]

Kari-Tek’s skeg systems vary from conventional wire 
or rope operated systems to a hydraulic system, 

operated by a slider as usual. The top of the range, 
however, is their Skeg Rudder System which drops 

down like a skeg but operates as a rudder, controlled 
by a footbar. It looks vulnerable but, apparently, 

pushes back into its housing if knocked, regardless 
of the rudder angle at the time. This takes kayak 

rudders into new territory. The retail price is £350. 
Other accessories such as roofrack plastic kayak 

cradles are also helping to get craft to and from the 
water. [01292 571019]

Payback time
Chartered accountants Tait Walker have paid 

unsecured creditors 19% of the money owed to them 
by the Outdoor Trust, in liquidation. No action has 
been taken against the directors of the company despite 
earlier threats.

Payment has now been made to creditors of Reed 
Canoes & Camping, in bankruptcy. Unsecured creditors 
received 50% of money owed by Valerie Reed and 26% 
of money owed by David Reed. Earlier, they had been 
placed in administration but had broken the terms set 
for them.

The previous dissolution of Outdoor Leisure Supplies 
in voluntary liquidation is now in the hands of new 
liquidators, the former liquidation to be reviewed for 
fraud and dishonesty.
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The Powermonkey-Explorer, at £65, is a tough water 
resistant kit using solar power to recharge a host of 
electrical gadgets you might have with you in the 

middle of nowhere. If mains power is available, UK, 
European, Australian and American adaptors are 

offered. [01420 542980]

At 250g, Marine Electronic Services’ President 
PM2010 is claimed to be the world’s lightest and 

smallest hand held waterproof VHF unit. A speaker 
microphone option is available if you don’t want 

to hold it in your hand while driving your kayak. It 
comes with AC and 12V DC chargers and a lithium 
ion battery. It has 5W or 1W power outputs. The 

price is £129.95. [0870 122 1099]

Crystal Active are 
now including sit 
on top kayaks as 
options at four 
of their holiday 

destinations, Jersey, 
Adria (Croatia), 

Galini (Greece) and 
Tamarisk (Turkey). 
Other watersports 

and beach activities 
are also available. 
[0870 405 5038]
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New Keen 
footwear

Keen’s Hoodriver at 
£64.99 is a water shoe 
with neoprene upper 
and drain holes in the 
high traction soles. At 
£24.99, the women’s 
Roatan has a minimalist 
neoprene upper and 
high grip soles. The 
Maupin water sandal at 
£54.99 completes the 
new range.

Wind up 
waterproof 
torch

Nauticalia have a 
tough wind up torch, 
waterproof to 10m. 
One winding gives 20 
minutes with a 1W LED 
or an hour from one 
winding for close work. 
Adaptors can be used 
so that the winding 
mechanism can also 
charge a mobile phone. 
[0800 955 1805]

Camp revamp
Kayak Africa’s 

Domwe Adventure 
Camp in Malawi has 
been given a new look. 
It is now self catering 
for self guided addlers.

Aboriginal 
treatment

Golden Emu Oil 
was first discovered by 
Australian Aboriginals 
and is now available 
over the counter 
from Pioneer Trading 
Company. It has healing 
properties and is 
claimed to be better at 
reducing inflammation 
than some prescription 
drugs. [01526 344971]

Survival kit is 
award winner

The Beacon Bag 
has taken the Alpkit 
National Outdoor 
Innovation Award. 
It contains a rescue 
beacon and an 
insulated survival bag 
by Jon Lucas.

Intriguing
The Seaward Kayak 

Intrigue has a large 
viewing panel to see 
what is down below. 
A flashlight holder is 
included so that you 
can see what is going 
on at night, which is 
probably more than can 
be said for a curious 
watcher on the shore.

Hoax call
On his stand at ExCeL, Peter Wills of Baltic took 

a mobile phone call from an apparently panicking 
customer drowning in the Atlantic, having problems 
with one of his products. After hysteria, the line went 
dead. Wills and boss Keith Hughes were within a few 
seconds of alerting the rescue people when a woman 
from a prominent media company allegedly walked 
onto the stand to announce that it was a hoax. Perhaps it 
is as well that she had not rung the emergency services 
herself or she might well now be serving a well deserved 
jail sentence.

Personal tracker
The SPoT is a satellite technology personal tracker 

which allows an emergency call to be made, complete 
with GPS coordinates, even where a mobile phone will 
not work. It can also send preprogrammed text messages 
and emails to friends and allows them to track progress. 
It costs £149.95 plus €99/year for online service. 
It covers most of the world but not southern Africa 
or India, mostly with over 99% chance of sending a 
message within 20 minutes. [01752 241000]

Surfers Against Sewage have a range of 
T shirts and hoodies made from bamboo, 
hemp, jute, vending cups, tyres, CD cases, 
polystyrene, fabric and paper, printed with 
organic inks. Shirts cost £20, 10% off to 

members. Don’t go too far from your vehicle or you 
might come back to find it has been turned into a 

pile of laundry. [01872 553001]

Ultra filtration bottle
BCB International claim their Lifesaver bottle is the 

first with 15nm filter pores, removing bacteria, viruses, 
cysts, parasites, fungi and all other microbiological 
waterborne pathogens without using chemicals such as 
iodine or chlorine. An activated carbon plug reduces 
chlorine, pesticides and heavy metals. The bottle’s 
cartridge shuts down automatically when it expires so 
that there is no risk of drinking contaminated water. The 
750ml bottle weighs 640g and costs £195. A drinking 
hose can be fitted. [029 2043 3700]

Greener than green
Rapanui, based on the Isle of Wight, think they have 

a fair claim to being the world’s greenest clothing 
company. Their green credentials are too extensive 
to list here. Their garment’s, primarily for the surfing 
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Pyranha displayed the Speeder at Canoexpo, a 
plastic 4.5m x 600mm kayak with the lines of a 

wild water racer and a rear hatch cover, weighing 
in at 22kg and taking a 55 to 140kg paddler. ‘This 
is the kayak I have wanted to make more than any 
other in Pyranha’s entire history’ enthused Graham 
Mackereth. Er, so what was stopping him? To see 

why it might be so good, revisit our Aug 2002 
editorial. [01928 716666]

Rockley @ Poole Park offers kayaks, dragon boats 
and other watersports to schools and others. Boat 

hire is also available. [01202 666479]

The Silvertown Quays development in London is 
expected to include Venture Xtreme with a surf 

centre. It will be open every day of the year. Waves 
up to 1.8m high will roll 100m before fanning out to 
break on a beach of silver sand. While board surfers 
are the favoured users, concept illustrations show 
windsurfers ready to go. Floodlit in the evening, it 
will include beach barbecues, indoor wave training 
pool, scuba tank, dry and ice climbing walls, ropes 

course, children’s snow room, ice bar and retail 
shops.
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Crewsaver have
fleece ranges

Crewsaver have a raft of new products. Fast wicking 
soft fleece with flatlocked seams is used for the Chroma 
thermal clothing range, with long sleeve top and 
tights which can be full or three quarter length. The 
Expedition range of thermal base layers in Nylon/
Spandex offers long sleeve tops and tights for men and 
women, men also having a short sleeved option.

The CSR Pink Ladies Shorty Wetsuit in 3mm 
titanium lined neoprene is cut to the female shape with 
flatlock seams and seamless underarm panels, water 
resistant back zip, neoprene key pocket and touch and 
close smooth neck seal. Similar features apply on the 
Essence wetsuit series for women and the Element 
series for men

Neoprene uppers and 3mm rubber soles are used on 
the Mercury boot, which has Amara reinforcement and 
webbing loops fore and aft to aid fitting and removal.

The Escape buoyancy aid has shaped foam with 
adjustable belts, quick release rescue harness, knife 
pocket, expanding front pocket and side zipped fleece 
pockets. The Kallista buoyancy aid has been revamped as 
the Kallista Legacy with new features. Neoprene lined 
shoulder pads, a hidden pocket, accessory attachment 
loops, inner key pocket and reflective printing on front 
and rear are now aspects of the design. 60N of soft PVC 
foam buoyancy is included in the Catalyst buoyancy aid, 
aimed at freestyle paddlers. A Cordura outer resists wear 
and the adjusting straps include a rubberized waist belt 
to resist riding up.

The Bolt spraydeck in 4mm neoprene has 
blindstitched and taped seams with a latex underside 
for grip. It has a 30˚ prebent shape to fit the cockpit rim 
better.

Neoprene is also used for the Oasis which takes a 
hydration pack up to 2l. It can be fitted to all Yak and 
most other buoyancy aids. A mesh panel allows drainage 
and a D ring allows attachment of small items for safety.

Lined polyester is used for the Pilot paddle bag, 
which adjusts for paddle length, carrying up to four of 
them. It has D ring clips, accessory pocket, business card 
holder, stowage hook and zip which allows the bag to 
be opened from either end. It will protect your paddles 
from their carrying environment or vice versa.

The microfibre Crewsaver towel in pink or blue 
measures 890 x 140mm, absorbs up to four times its 
weight of water and dries quickly after being wrung 
out.

The roofbar pads have been restyled. Heavy duty 
polyester covers foam padding, secured in place with 
Velcro closures. [023 9252 8621]

Paddling the 
Vietnam coast

Exotissimo Travel 
offer sea kayak trips 
in Halong Bay with 
caves and bays reached 
through limestone 
tunnels. Waters are 
calm and crossings to 
only 400m. They also 
have a 6 day sea kayak 
adventure in the Taruto 
Marine National Park 
with limestone caves 
to paddle, clear water, 
coral and interesting 
wildlife.

Three 
generations at 
Nucleus

Nucleus Watersports 
have reached the 
grand age of 25 years 
and have added a 
Felixstowe shop to 
their original Clacton 
business. Founder 
Dominic Pedder has 
retired, the business 
being run by son 
Derroll, now helped 
by his daughter, Jenna. 
As well as proving a 
popular and very active 
retailing business in East 
Anglia, Nucleus is a 
rare example of a canoe 
retailer seen at all the 
major boat shows. 
[01255 812146]

Intermediate 
material

Canadian firm Esqui 
are using Twintex. A 
thermoformed mix 
of plastic and fibres, 
it is claimed to have 
improved performance 
over Royalex without 
the costs of the top end 
composite craft.

Meanwhile, six of 
Johnson Outdoors’ 
models are being built 
from scrap plastic.

Stable for 
standing

The Freedom 14 from 
Freedom Hawk Kayaks 
Inc has an unusual 
approach for anglers. 
On arrival at the chosen 
site, the stern splits and 
the two halves open 
out into a Y shape for 
stability. The hull can be 
stood on, helped by a 
high support frame.

Foldite Watercraft 
claim the world’s 
lightest rigid hull 
folding watercraft. Their 
3.81m Mark 125 at 
$895 weighs in at 9kg.

Howies’ thought provoking 
autumn clothing catalogue 
uses the Teifi as its theme, 
including kayak pictures 

around Cenarth and 
elsewhere. It also has a list 
of the world’s ten longest 
rivers. Most people would 

not only be unable to 
compile the list but perhaps 
not have even heard of the 
Yenisei, Ob, Amur and Lena 

(all in Russia).
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market, are made from sustainably coppiced bamboo, 
organic cotton or convergence cotton, soft, breathable, 
hypoallergenic, biodegradable and recyclable.

They run a quarterly Beach Detox, helped by 
volunteers. In April they collected 100 black sacks of 
rubbish off Grange Chine in a couple of hours, the 
fastest non crisis clearance ever witnessed by the Marine 
Conservation Society. The material was to be reused, 
recycled or used as fuel. [01983 401982]

New water shedding
properties

Four years ago P2i was set up round the corner from 
us to develop liquid repellent for the MoD. They are 
now ready to go commercial with a process which uses 
a plasma or ionized gas to apply a protective layer to 
clothing. Ion-mask is a layer a few nanometres thick, 
molecularly bound to the surface, allowing clothing 
to function as before except that it repels water three 
times as effectively as PTFE while not being visible to 
the naked eye. If durability proves satisfactory, this could 
be an important new process for canoeing clothing. 
Unilever Ventures is the latest company to provide 
investment support.

The Lucifer surf 
kayak is devilishly 
light, only 6kg in 
full honeycomb 
vacuum. 2.2m x 
620mm, it takes 

a paddler of 
60 - 85kg and 
claims speed, 

projection, release, 
manœuvrability, 

comfort, strength 
and stiffness. It is 
made in Portugal 
by Rin Calado and 

Pedro Castro. [www.
watertechkayaks.com]

The TX40 is a new 
model to the Nite 

International range 
of tritium illuminated 

watches. It has a 
stainless steel case, 
double overlocking 
straps and sapphire 
crystals, retailing at 

£300.

Above: Chroma Top, Ladies 
wetsuit. Below: Catalyst buoyancy 
aid, Mercury boot by Crewsaver.
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Keeping up 
with the kids

If you need to be on 
the water to supervise 
children but your own 
water skills are not 
up to theirs (probably 
like your computing 
skills), you may find 
it worth looking at 
Pontoon boats. These 
are short, rowed, 
inflatable catamarans 
from £229. While not 
fast, they should be 
stable enough to help 
rescue a young paddler 
in trouble. [01764 
685323]

Blades for sale
Ray Davis is wishing 

to sell his 5 year old 
business, Blades, 
because of family 
illness. The primary 
function is to import 
rowing blades from 
China but the range 
has expanded and 
includes sculls and sea 
kayaks. A business plan 
is available. [01803 
843700]

Canoeing is the 
core activity

Many holiday 
companies will throw in 
sports such as canoeing 
as bonus activities. For 
H2Opaddle it is the 
central activity although 
active, discovery and 
chill out extensions can 
be arranged. Sea kayak, 
inland kayak touring, 
open canoe, raft/kayak 
and beginners’ options 
are available. Turkey, 
Morocco, Zambia and 
Canada are destinations 
on offer. [01273 
906990]

Confusion over 
new buoyancy 
aid standard

The EN393 and 
related standards for 
buoyancy aids were 
superseded by EN 
ISO 12402 in August 
2006. There was no 
transition period but 
considerable confusion, 
including among the 
certification bodies. The 
new standard includes 
errors. The corrected 
version is not expected 
until October. Yet 
again, the need for a 
standard for standards 
is demonstrated as CEN 
fall well short of what 
they demand of others.

Top of the range
The hand built wood and canvas Old Town Molitor 

17 has pronounced tumblehome, fine entry and oval 
mahogany gunwales which give enough rigidity to 
remove the need for thwarts. 5.2m x 890mm, it weighs 
38kg and can carry 280kg. This top of the range model 
will cost you £4,795.

Another top end canoe is the Koru, using a resin 
infusion process with advanced composite materials. 
5.31m long, it can carry 450kg but weighs only 23kg, 
supported on a contoured carrying yoke when being 
portaged. The bow seat slides to adjust trim. Fittings 
are in black aluminium. Ends are fine and tumblehome 
assists paddling. It is priced at £2,495.

Johnson Outdoors UK are donating 1% of sales 
revenue to the Breast Cancer Fund from their women’s 
models, the Caper Lady Angler, Venus 10, Venus 11 and 
Necky Eliza.

The Ocean Kayak Peekaboo at £149 is a sit on top 
with a large viewing window in the hull, in scratch 
resistant plastic but able to be replaced if necessary. The 
rotomoulded kayak is 3.63m x 860mm, weighing 28kg. 
The load with adult seat and jump seat can be up to 
200kg with significant storage area plus a bow hatch, 
water bottle holders, cup holders and paddle keepers. 
Handles include one on the storage area to help get 
back on board after swimming.

Spike Gladwin has designed the Mysto to be radically 
different for a sit on top, including some surfboard 
thinking. Fins and skeg permit surfing, the skeg having 
a section which can be replaced if it is dragged over 
things. Other Ocean Kayak features and fittings are 
included. It sells at £329.

The world’s best selling single sit on top is the Frenzy 
at £299, 2.7m x 790mm, weighing 20kg and carrying 
150kg. Not to be outdone, the world’s best selling 
double equivalent is the Malibu Two, also from Ocean 
Kayak, £399, 3.7m long and weighing 26kg.

The people carrier of sit on tops is the Morocco at 
£499, a 2 + 2, able to carry a small family to 250kg. 
4.18m long, it weighs 37kg. Bungee lines run along 
the sides and there are depressed areas at each end for 
storage on deck.

Johnson Outdoor UK are retailing the Tomcat 
inflatables by Aire. The Tomcat Solo at £299 is 3.12m 
x 910mm, weighs 18kg and carries 150kg. The Tandem 
at £399 is 3.89m x 980mm, weighs 24kg and carries 
200kg. They have repositionable seats, bottle holders, 
lashing points and thigh straps but no footbraces. [01493 
745192]

New Helly Hansen lines
Helly Hansen’s Lifa products now include the Stripe 

Half Zip base layer with flatlock stitching at £50 in 
blue, black and white in sizes from XS to XXL. For 
women, the Stripe Hoody at £60 in pink lightning, 
black and white and the Bullet Half Zip at £50 in black 
and white are both available in sizes XS - XL. Helly 
Hansen use the 3 layer principle, moving moisture away 
from the body while retaining warmth.

X-Pulsion technology uses X shaped fibres in a 
Coolgrid format. A range of styles, colours and sleeve 
lengths are available in the £20 - 30 price range.

The Hellywelly in sizes 6 - 12.5 at £120 is a modern 
interpretation of Wellington’s footwear. It is waterproof 
with a rubber sole for grip. The top rolls down to 
convert it to an ankle boot, a heel kick ridge assists 

At the London Boat Show West Systems used a surf 
shoe in wood to display their epoxy products.
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removal and there are reflective elements for low 
visibility or even low level visibility.

The Hydro Power II watersports shoe has mesh 
panels of Lifa and perforations to allow water to leave. 
The sole is slip resistant. A range of colour combinations 
are available for this £60 shoe.

In the Scottish
wilderness and beyond

Canoes and sea kayaks are amongst the options for 
families on offer from Wilderness Scotland. Fixed date 
groups trips or private trips in Scotland on your chosen 
dates run for 4 - 7 days and cost from £175. For the 
more adventurous there are trips in the Okovanga 
delta, guided by Mokoro paddlers, 10 day trips costing 
£2,274. Wilderness Scotland was one of three finalists 
for the Most Responsible Tour Operator award in the 
British Travel Awards.

1444-1

The Care Plus Tick-Out is a device for removing ticks 
without squeezing them. It comes with two alcohol 

preparation pads for professional use. [00 31 36 
5334711]

Honey Stinger by En-R-G Foods 
Inc is a honey based food to 

consume from the pack or with 
water, drinks, cereals, bread or 
fruit. It is said to be a source of 

energy and promote recovery. [00 
1 866 464 6639]

The Old Town Molitor.

Left to right: 
Hellywelly, 

Hydro Power 
II, Woman’s 
Bullet Half 

Zip.

D
av

id
 P

ar
ke

r

Ka
te

 O
’S

ul
liv

an
 p

ho
to

gr
ap

hs



Zá-Tours, 
Madagascar

Navarra

Who is using canoeing to sell holidays to 
the general public this year? On these two 

pages are some of the wide range of holiday 
destinations where canoeing is seen as an 
asset to appeal to the population at large.
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Comeston Lakes

Russian Federation

Russian Federation

Hotel Villas Kolocep, Elafiti islands, Dubrovnik

Carmarthenshire
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Peru

Calella Activa

Almond Beach Village, Barbados

Fethiye



The Watercraft amateur boatbuilding competition drew nine 
entries this time. Runner up was Peter Lawrence with his 

Prospector Ranger, a 4.9m model based on the Canoecraft design. 
In western cedar, ash, cherry and black walnut, it took 180 hours 

to build and cost £500. The winner was Scotch Mist by Chris 
Perkins, an Iain Oughtred MacGregor. 4.1m long, in marine ply 

and ash, it again took 180 hours to build but cost £1,200.

Prize for the most contrived name goes to Sgubaigh Dubh, a 
Selway Fisher Design Little Kate. Jordan Boats will prepare a kit for 

any design you wish to build. [01592 560162]
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Once again, the Beale Park Thames Boat Show at Pangbourne was 
the best non canoeing boat show by non canoeists, as far as canoeists are 
concerned, both on and off the water.

A Hobie Mirage Adventure trimaran, ready to sail.

Adventure Dolphin Centre staff give canoe trips on the lake.

This woodstrip Explorer is reinforced 
with carbon fibre and has carbon 

fibre cockpit and hatch 
surrounds moulded 

from the 
original.

Floreat, an impressively turned 
out canoe from the 

Thames Traditional 
Boat Society.



Selway Fisher with the usual selection of models of their canoes. 
[01225 705074]

Order was kept on the water by this kayak sized frigate, the 
captain just visible in the bridge.
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A line of Advanced Elements inflatables, plus a Wave Line.

Silent Explorer, an electric canoe visiting again.

Blackbird, a Tyne, collects funds for the RNLI.

A woodstrip canoe advertising the products of MAS Epoxies.

The Caravanning & Camping Club had a Seveylor Colorado on 
their stand.

Rapid River Canoes had immaculate models at £100 each (or free 
with a big one, priced at £1,499). [01483 419893]

The electric canoe Gena is a regular visitor to the show.



Touring
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Scottish Sea Kayak Symposium
When you organize a get together for 250 paddlers in a world 

class destination like Skye you have to make sure the event lives up 
the promise of its surroundings. Fortunately, the team from Skyak 
Adventures have the experience to know what people want and the 
pulling power to attract top names.

Seattle based Nigel Foster left us amazed with his boat and blade 
control. His Fun With Foster sessions involved a lot of paddle twirling and 
standing up in boats while his approach to Discovery Learning had other 
coaches reaching for their notebooks to scribble down tips. Nigel and 
his partner, Kirsten, only just arrived in time for the event. An airport 
strike in Sweden forced last minute flight changes and a drive through 
the night in a rental car. I admire his commitment but then, as Nigel 
later proved in his slide show about dodging polar bears in Labrador, 
he’s not one to let a little thing like an air strike stand in his way.

Chatting to other participants, it seems many benefited from the 
forward paddling sessions taken by Shaun Caven. Better known for 
coaching the British Olympic team, this was Shaun’s first time on Skye 

and only his fourth time in a sea kayak. Those of us who tried to keep 
up with him as we paddled from Armadale to the event centre at the 
Gaelic College simply could not believe this. From rotational advice 
to suggestions on how to get the blade into and out of the water at the 
correct point, Shaun’s advice switched on light bulbs in many paddlers, 
including me.

All the major boat manufacturers offered demo boats, Valley, Point 65 
North and Sea Kayaking UK, formerly Nigel Dennis Kayaks. P&H’s 
new Cetus was a popular paddle, as was the new boat from the new 
company In-Uit.

If there is a complaint about this biannual event it is a positive one, 
that participants are spoiled for choice. It’s hard to decide between 
having Nigel Dennis advise how to choose a paddle, Jeff Allen guide you 
through incident management, try out a superb Greenland kayak made 
by Anders Thygessen from Norway, or spend a whole day beachcombing 
by kayak with the author of Blazing Paddles, Brian Wilson.

There are only three times everyone comes together, to drink in the 
bar, to eat at the Gaelic College, Sabhal Mor Ostaig, where the staff 
cope superbly with the sudden influx of slightly soggy clients, and to 
watch the evening presentations. Patrick Winterton tackled the biggest 

Shaun Cavan in a sea kayak.



Nigel Foster with a coaching group.
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crossings in Scottish waters, from Tiree to Mingulay, to St Kilda, to the 
Flannan islands (the first time that crossing had been done), then to 
Lewis and on to Shetland. To make it more of a challenge he videoed 
the trip and we were treated to the final cut of the resulting film. The 
long list of people who put their names down to buy copies prove this 
went down well.

Nigel Foster’s illustrated talk on his expedition to Labrador was 
another chance for mere mortals to gaze open mouthed at an adventure 
few of us would dream of attempting, not only because of the paddling 
but also because of the polar bears. Nigel and Kirsten had close 
encounters with sixteen of these huge predators, some of which stalked 
them across the ice.

It’s a huge tribute to the organizers, Duncan Winning, Ken Nicol 
and Morag and Gordon Brown, that, despite the mammoth logistics of 
dealing with such a large number of paddlers, the whole event managed 
to keep an atmosphere of friendly informality in which everyday 
paddlers could sit down to breakfast with superstars of their sport. Many 
who came for the weekend stayed in the Highlands for the whole week. 
Some put newfound skills into practice while others joined training 
courses and assessments for SCA/BCU awards.

Sea kayaking is growing in popularity partly because it feels like hill 
walking as it used to be. There’s that thrilling sensation of humility 
in the face of powerful natural forces. Overnight camps are intensely 
special in isolated places. Best of all, you never follow a well worn trail. 
No one ever left a footprint on a wave.

If you’d like to listen to the contributors to the Scottish Sea Kayak 
Symposium, log onto seakayakroutes.com where I have recorded 
interviews with many of them. You can listen on the website or 
download the podcasts onto your home computer or MP3 player. If 
you’re in doubt how to do this, ask a teenager.
Simon Willis
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Roughing it 
in Embrun.
Inset: The 

author 
celebrates 

being alive.

All those lovely people in the queue behind us seemed to be 
delighted at the scene in front of them... I’d rank it just behind sticking 
pins in my eyes in terms of great ways to spend a Friday afternoon and 
I was thrilled to cough up another £150 for the excess. Amazingly, 
the day got even better; the flight was delayed for an hour and then 
diverted to Marseilles, where we were treated to the finest customer 
care available, sitting on the runway for forty minutes while the crew 
announced the captain was ‘ringing head office in Luton to find out 
what to do now’!

Naturally, we were a little late getting to the Eurocar depot at Nice 
airport and they were really helpful too, charging us a mere £30 excess 
for checking in after midnight while they presented us with the wrong 
car for our roofrack.
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The Antiques Rollshow in the Alps

It’s a lot of fun checking in your kayak on an Easyjet flight from 
Liverpool to Nice on the Friday of a bank holiday weekend, especially 
when there’s a Monaco Grand Prix happening as well, just to add to the 
crowds in the terminal. The pleasures of standing in a half mile snake 
of people with all your kit should never be underestimated, particularly 
when you eventually reach the check in to be told you have exceeded 
the baggage allowance and might like to transfer some of your kit from 
your hold bag to the one you take onboard with you.

Having fun at Nice airport. Big Al and the gentle start on the upper Ubaye.

The Rabioux wave on the Durance.



Matt had assured us it was but a short dr ive from Nice to 
Embrun in the Durance valley, having done a recce the summer before. 
Consequently, I was a little surprised to still be navigating at 4.30 in the 
morning as he negotiated the unrelenting twists and turns of the Route 
Napoleon. Nevertheless, it’s always a pleasure to watch the sun come up 
over the Alps.

Two years ago, in my first visit to the Alps, we’d driven down from 
the Lake District... that was a lot of fun, too. After 27 hours of travelling 
we fell out of my van, to spend the next couple of days relieving the 
stiffness by paddling on rivers that had me in a state of abject terror 
and the next few days looking forward to the drive back. Astonishingly, 
I came back the next year but flew via Amsterdam and Lyons without 
the kayaks, choosing, instead, to hire locally from the aptly named 
Wonderland, the canoe outfitter at Embrun. He’s gone out of business 
now, of course, possibly something to do with never being there and 
never returning phone calls or emails. So, this year we flew to Nice and 
brought our boats with us...

Alan and Big Al joined us on the second evening, having driven 
from Carcassonne. Naturally, things got a little raucous. I think Alistair 
Cooke might just have had it spot on when he reflected ‘I have a deep 
unspoken pity for people who have no attachment to a single sport. I 
am almost as sorry for them as I am for teetotallers.’

It snowed overnight and we awoke to white mountains and grey 
skies. The drive over the Col du Vars was as dramatic as ever, ending 
with the long winding descent into the valley of the upper Ubaye. This 
feels like a wild remote place and the river plunges away right from the 
start. Last year I had a lot of fun when my spraydeck popped off halfway 
down the first rapid, filling my boat up almost instantly. The subsequent 
dramatic and frantic paddle to the bank has remained clearly in my 
memory, surpassed only by the memory of it happening once more 
almost immediately I got afloat again. Ah, the joys of kit which has 
passed its sell by date. This year the level was a little lower and, in a more 
positive frame of mind, I determined to avoid a repeat of what the party 
called ‘showboating’ when I fell into one of the big holes but which was 
actually blind panic.

The sun came out, which always helps, and once we’d patched up 
Mike’s head (after his kayak blew off the roofrack and brained him) we 
set off. It’s a magnificent river, a great choice as the first ‘real’ river of 
the trip; one which allows you to stretch yourself and realize that this 
is why you’ve travelled so far. It’s probably not too sensible to indulge 
in too many chocolat chaude avec cognacs on the way back through 
Barcelonette, because one thing can lead to another.

Now I’m standing in a gorge on the upper Guil, examining the 
bottom of my boat, which appears to have developed a very large hole 
directly under my seat; caused, I calculate, by dropping five feet or so 
directly onto a submerged boulder and thereby testing the brittleness 
of my aging Creek. The hole is about the size of my outstretched 
hand, the flap held in place by a couple of inches of twisted plastic. For 
some reason I’m not feeling at my chirpiest as I look up to see Martin 
examining what’s left of his paddle. He has snapped off one of his blades, 
attempting to paddle gravel. I’m reassured, though, to remember that 
I’m in the company of some of the finest the BCU coaching service can 
offer, only to discover that nobody has anything remotely resembling a 
repair kit, never mind a split paddle.

It’s a little embarrassing flagging down a passing group to scrounge 
some plastic putty and Sylglass, enough to affect a temporary repair to 
get me out of the gorge, while Martin borrows their split paddle. My 
mood is obviously lightened by Alan, who appears impervious to my 
feelings of loss. His advice ‘You’ll never repair that! If I was you, mate, 
I’d just leave it there and walk out,’ doesn’t exactly strike the chord I’m 
hoping for. He, somewhat surprisingly, doesn’t seem too impressed by 
my offer to geld him with my river knife.

It’s at times like these that I’m inclined towards the words of Epicurus. 
‘For most men, rest is stagnation, activity madness.’ (Circa 300BC)

The next morning, in a Dagger CFS hired at great cost from Liquid 
Holidays in Saint Clement, I’m sitting in a boily eddy at the start of the 
Ubaye race course. It’s my first time in this boat and my first time on 
this stretch of water. Two years ago I’d taken a look at it and decided 
it was a good time for a rest day. The river is racing past me like an 
express train and the six rafts that were setting up on our arrival have 
vanished instantly downstream in a cacophony of screams and muted 
sobs. I see that my journal notes ‘...not the most relaxing of starts as it’s 
immediately into a long, straight rapid that more or less continues for 
the whole of the trip.’

In fact, it’s a sensational paddle, big, demanding and unrelenting, but 
nowhere does it feel nasty although this might be something to do with 
the sunshine and the breathtaking scenery. The bottom stretch, down 
through the deep narrow gorge under the Pont Romaine, would rank 
alongside anything.

That evening, flushed with success, bonhomie and red wine, Matt 
decides to barbecue. Now, I’ve tried to barbecue all manner of things 
but I confess to having swerved around the idea of barbecuing whole 
duck breasts. For a start, these are about five inches thick and then 
there’s the fact that they might just be a little ‘fatty’ but he won’t be 
dissuaded. Have you ever seen five duck breasts burning? It makes the 
recent Cutty Sark conflagration look trivial. Some time later it’s like 
eating my wetsuit boot but chewier.

So, on to the middle Guil, described in the guidebook as ‘…one of 
the most beautiful and least spoiled rivers in the French Alps.’ I note it 
advises, reassuringly, that it’s typical for 6 paddlers to start from the Triple 
Staircase and only 2 to finish the whole run. It’s nonstop all day with 
portages around the Labyrinth and le Tunnel. We’re standing above the 
final stretch down to the lake after Big Al takes a short but invigorating 
swim when a group of canoe guides paddle past us on a day off from 
steering punters down the local delights. They’ve paddled the whole 
river, some 26km of challenging white water to this point, and most 
don’t even look damp. We’ve chatted to some of them as the week has 
progressed and they’ve been helpful enough and smiled a lot. I’ve tended 
to wonder about those smiles. I watch them disappear down the river 
and decide that, on this occasion, discretion is the better part of valour 
and climb up to the road, accompanied by Martin and Big Al. The other 
two continue down the final stretch (the guidebook is right again), 
watched by an appreciative group of guides, who obviously anticipate a 
little sporting fun and entertainment. We meet them by the cars above 
the get out. The Irish lad summed it all up rather nicely, I thought.

‘Sure, and it was like watching the Antiques Roadshow coming down 
the river!’

Sometimes being the oldest paddler in the Alps has its moments...
Barry Howell was paddling with Matt Ellis, Martin Barratt, Alistair 
Wilson, Alan Brenton and, for a couple of days, Mike and Doreen Tinnion.

Selected quotes
‘At first glance this river appears to be going like a *** train; was it like 
this last year?’ (ME)
‘Martin, if you’re 200 yards behind me I can’t *** look after you!’ (ME)
‘You never break plastic boats...’ (ME)
‘What I find frustrating is trying to get a beer when I’m on holiday 
with the Amish.’ (ME)
‘You cannot paddle gravel...’ (MB)
‘Any boat that’s called Acrobat is clearly to be avoided!’ (MB)
‘It’s all straightforward from here, mate.’ (AB after 200 yds of the middle 
Guil)
‘Driving 1,000 miles home with Alan is nothing like making love to a 
beautiful woman... (text from AW)
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Signalling lunchtime on the Ubaye. Drifting down the Clarée.
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Basil Mosenthal
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8263 2
1995. 5th edition 2007

240 x 170mm
72 pages, paperback

£9.99 from MDL
The electronic navigation chapter 

of this popular book (Mar 99, p25) has 
been completely rewritten to reflect the 
latest developments. Otherwise, the big 
change is that it is now in full colour 
throughout, making it a more attractive 
book visually. There are some different 
photographs but having sections of chart 

in their proper colours and the correct colours on buoys makes life 
very much easier. Nevertheless, the price remains unchanged, welcome 
news.

Emma Drew & Irvine Conner
A & C Black, 37 Soho Sq, London

 W1D 3QZ
978 0 7136 8149 9

2007
A5

192 pages, paperback
£14.99 from MDL, 01256 302699

Apparently this is ‘the UK’s only guide to 
adventure sports’ although it would appear 
not to be the first of its ilk we have reviewed. 
37 air, land and water sports are introduced 
including ‘canoeing and kayaking’, ‘kayak 

surfing’ and ‘adventure racing’, the latter sometimes including paddling.
The authors tried each sport, recording their heart rates to give a 

‘thrill factor’ and dividing this by the cost per hour for a beginner to 
give the ‘buzz for your buck’. Our sports did not make the top 10s.

The authors say ‘we’re not about extreme sports, we’re about adventure 
sports’ but BASE jumping, SCAD diving and parkour and free running 
were not attempted by the authors with the impression that they were 
considered a bit excessive

Each sport is described with such useful information as costs of 
participating and clothing required. Clichés and puns are liberally 
sprinkled and each sport gets a dollop of jargon dished up as the 
names of moves are listed, meaning little to the reader, even if they are 
understood by the authors. At the end of each section there is a list of 
where to get instruction and some clubs, a rather odd selection not 
only for canoeing. I am surprised at some of the clubs listed for kayak 
surfing, for example.

You may find it a bit sad how much attention is given to what 
other people will think of you for taking part, how the adrenalin will 
compensate for missing a Saturday night out and how you might 
expect to be waving your world champion’s medal to the adoring 
crowds in the not too distant future.

Finally, several multisport events are briefly described, some 
including paddling.

Ken Endean
Adlard Coles Nautical, 37 Soho Sq, 

London W1D 3QZl
978 0 7136 7099 8

2005
250 x 190mm

166 pages, paperback
£14.99

This book differs from most other 
yachting guides in that it turns its 
back on harbours and mar inas, 
looking only at anchorages, preferably 
in estuar ies leading to public 
houses. It does not deal with A to B, 
concentrating only on B, the estuaries 

themselves. Coverage is of inlets from the Isle of Wight to Scilly, the 
Channel Islands (including history of Jersey Canoe Club’s building) and 
the Cotentin peninsula to the Chenal du Four, supported by chartlets 
and some colour pictures.

Alternate chapters are given over to theory and there are some 
highly informative studies of winds, currents and waves, lacking only 
named examples to place the theory in context. On GPS, the author 
observes ‘computer-aided mistakes are usually more serious than 
ordinary mistakes’, preferring the mark 1 eyeball.

He is hardly the first person to ask ‘why not... use the tender to 
investigate the headwaters?’ to which you will be able to offer a better 
suggestion.

Regarding the Itchen Navigation, the author claims ‘There has, as 
yet, been no suggestion of restricting access to the non-tidal part of the 
Itchen but it seems a good idea to exercise one’s rights from time to 
time, in case anybody should attempt to extinguish them.’ Sadly, he is 
wrong, the BCU having lost a case which resulted in £10,000 of costs 
being awarded against them.

Henry David Thoreau
W W Norton & Co Ltd, Castle House, 75/76 

Wells St, London W1T 3QT
0 393 32756 6

7th Feb 2006
200 x 140mm

266 pages, paperback
£8.99

Not a canoeing book in itself, this set of 
50 letters over a 13 year period in the middle 
of the 19th century helps to place in context 
one of the American canoeing classics, Walden, 
published in 1854 in the middle of this period.

Initially the letters form one side of a dialogue with Harrison Blake, 
who approached Thoreau for spiritual guidance. Later they relate more 
to the logistics of taking trips into the countryside, occasionally by 
canoe although this is barely mentioned. Towards the end they suddenly 
expand in several directions, Thoreau being one of the first to speak 
out against slavery and to take up Darwin’s theory of evolution. His 
nearness to the Battle Hymn of the Republic is clear but not mentioned 
and his telling statement ‘[I]n Wildness is the preservation of the world’ 
must be seen as ahead of its time.

So might his powerful instruction ‘Don’t spend your time drilling 
soldiers, who may turn out hirelings after all, but give to undrilled 
peasantry a country to fight for.’

In addition to the letters, the extensive notes are most informative.

Channel Havens

Letters to a Spiritual Seeker

Reviews of new books 
and publications

Learn to Navigate

Guide to Adventure Sports: UK
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Derek Pratt
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8832 0
2008

260mm sq
160 pages, hardback

£19.99
This picture book of the 

Thames from source to 
Southend is packed with 
large photographs in the 
style of the author’s masterly 
Waterways Past & Present (Jul 
06, p36). The text is very 
selective and largely expands 
upon the picture captions.

Most photographs are excellent, apart from a spectacularly mucky 
double page spread of the Queen Elizabeth II Bridge. Taking things 
downstream helps those going with the flow. The only picture of 
canoeing is a distant winter silhouette but the many pictures of the 
river and its surroundings will be appreciated by all who tour on it. The 
author says there is no boating on the Jubilee River so users need to be 
seen to be upholding the right of navigation more conspicuously.

Pierre-Yves & Sally Bely
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8706 4
2007

230 x 150mm
294 pages, paperback

£9.99 from MDL
The title is one of 211 questions asked 

and answered by this book on the sea, the 
sky, weather, tides, ships, navigation and 
sailing, present and historical, a wide ranging 
and fascinating compendium of nautical 
subjects, thoroughly recommended.

The author is a French professor now 
teaching in America, the book having been translated from the original 
French edition, all but the occasional word which has slipped through.

Explanations often involve both precise formulae and simple 
analogies. Tidal amphidromic points, for example, are explained with 
water swilling around in bowls of water.

My favourite piece of enlightenment is why there is also a high tide 
on the side of the Earth away from the Moon if lunar attraction causes 
high tides. (It is actually centrifugal force on that side, the Earth and 
Moon both swinging around their combined centre of mass, which is 
just on the Moon’s side of the Earth’s axis.)

My favourite rule of thumb is that it is not possible to get sunburnt 
at any time of the day or year if the sun is less than 30˚ above the 
horizon, measured by holding up an A4 magazine at arm’s length or 
you could mark it on your paddle shaft.

The list of most beautiful cruising spots in the world includes the 
Solent, Scotland and Ireland but more places that are missed than 
visited  by sea kayak users.

My one concern is with ‘A rainbow cannot form with fog because 
the droplets in suspension are too small’. When I saw a white bow, 
larger in diameter than a rainbow, the Met Office told me it was a 
fogbow.

Pictures include a dazzling shot of a sit on top kayak lit by 
bioluminescence but canoeing references are limited, even Uffa Fox’s 
planing boats not having reference made to the International Canoe by 
name. The exception is the navigation skills of Polynesian canoe sailors, 
well documented.

Oh, the question in the title? It is thought a dolphin sleeps with one 
half of its brain at a time so that the other half can keep it afloat by 
swimming.

Malcolm Pearson
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8338 7
1993. 5th edition 2007

160 x 100mm
188 pages, paperback

£7.99
The latest edition of this all encompassing 

compendium of seafaring knowledge (Oct 04, p24) 
is 11% larger at no increase in cost. The new material 

relates primarily to GPS, the Automatic Identification System for ships 
and the CEVNI rules for navigation on European inland waterways. 
While the latter are intended for craft over 20m long ‘it is essential 
for the skipper of a small pleasure craft to understand the intentions 
of “normal vessels” and be able to interpret and correctly react to the 
signs and signals which may be given by them’, the signs including 
some related specifically to canoeing. That is typical of this book. 
Some is information you will benefit directly from knowing. The rest 
is what the skipper of a larger vessels needs to know and how he is 
likely to conduct his vessel in particular circumstances as a result, often 
differently from the way you will react yourself.

Alan Watts
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8273 1
1968. 3rd edition 2007

140 x 220mm
64 pages, paperback

£7.99
Sales of this book have now 

reached 750,000 in a dozen 
languages so it is a bestseller by anybody’s terms.

Each double page spread has a full page cloud picture and a page of 
text explaining what it portends with the resulting changes in wind, 
visibility, precipitation, cloud, temperature and pressure laid out in table 
form. A number of pictures have been changed for this edition but the 
text is largely as before except where specific points in the new pictures 
need to be mentioned.

Instant Weather Forecasting

The Thames

Reeds Skipper's Handbook

Do Dolphins Ever Sleep?

Dag Pike
Adlard Coles Nautical

978 0 7136 8268 7
2007

220 x 140mm
96 pages, paperback

£9.99
Written for sailors, this book is light on 

theory and very strong on what actually 
happens to wind and water at sea level. I was 
on side by the time the author declared that 
forecasters now err on the side of caution and 
give worst case scenarios.

Diagrams, some colour photographs and a great deal of practical 
advice make this a useful source of tidal and weather wisdom for the 
sea kayak user, including important material on wave behaviour.

Finally, ‘It is now a legal requirement to get a forecast before going to 
sea, and a printed version [of the internet forecast] serves as proof that 
you have done this.’

50 Ways to Improve Your Weather Forecasting
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Brian Navin
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson

978 0 85288 895 7
1994. 3rd edition 2006

A4
259 pages, paperback

£32.50
Harbours, marinas, anchorages 

and routes between them are the 
content of this yachting pilot with 
little other narrative. Chartlets and 
photographs, some of them from 
the air, are of assistance. For the 
paddler, the main interest is in the 
currents, ranges and areas from 
which boats are banned.

Towns which allow no transport 
beyond horses and bikes are 

upstaged by Helgoland where even bikes are banned.
The geographical extent of this book is from the Dutch border 

to the Polish border. The North Sea coast is difficult because of the 
extensive tidal shallow water with scenery of limited interest. However, 
the east side of Denmark is a different matter. ‘The SW Baltic is one of 
the world’s outstanding family cruising areas. This is particularly true of 
the islands and fjords along the east coast of Jutland, from Germany’s 
Kieler fjord in the S to Denmark’s Limfjord at the northern end of the 
peninsula.’ This is an area where the sea paddling conditions are likely 
to be less testing than in some other places.

Graham Hutt
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson

978 0 85288 915 2
1997. 8th edition 2006

A4
264 pages, hardback

£32.50
The Balearics are the subject of this yachtsman’s pilot with its 

chartlets and colour photographs, including aerial views, although 
primarily for anchorages and moorings. ‘They form one of the most 
attractive and varied cruising grounds in the western Mediterranean.’

Facilities are detailed for ports and inlets, including where to buy 
ice, gas, provisions and meals and the quality of water in taps, drawing 
attention to high charges and indifferent staff where applicable. History, 
sites of interest and saints’ festivals are included. Beaches which are 
inaccessible because of buoyed swimmers’ areas, breach of which could 

John Marchment
Imray Norie Laurie & Wilson

978 0 85288 914 5
2001. 2nd edition 2007

A4
213 pages, paperback

£29.50
Corsica and the northern half 

of Sardinia make a slightly strange 
selection for this yachting pilot. 
However, ‘It is generally agreed 
that the west coast of Corsica and 
the northeast coast of Sardinia 
have some of the finest scenery in 
the Mediterranean, if not in the 
northern hemisphere’. As usual, it 
concentrates mainly on marinas 
and harbours, illustrated with 

chartlets and photographs, often from the air, all in colour.
Useful information includes wind details, marine reserves, ranges and, 

unusually, where firefighting seaplanes reload with water at speed.

Nicky Allardice
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson

978 0 85288 910 7
2007

A4
107 pages, paperback

£19.95
This pilot is only black and 

white, making the pictures and 
chartlets less attractive than others 
in the series. It covers the western 
side of the Black Sea from the 
Bosporus to the Danube. More 
importantly for the paddler, it 
covers the Danube in a downstream 
direction from Km1075 where 
it forms the Romanian/Serbian 
border. The delta is covered in 

some detail with the various channels and canals, including restricted 
waters. Information on the river is commonly available for the upper 
end but usually becomes increasingly scarce as the river is descended. 
For example, The Danube (Sep 91, p16) from the same publishers covers 
from Donaueschingen to Sulina but with very little away from the 
main channel. ‘The best way to see the delta is in a small boat’ says the 
latest guide, drawing attention to both the wildlife and the restrictions.

Romania is already seen as being significantly more friendly to 
boaters than Bulgaria is. The situation is likely to improve now that 
Romania and Bulgaria are in the EU and more boaters are likely to 
wish to explore the area.

Cruising Bulgaria & Romania

Corsica & North Sardinia

Cruising Guide to Germany & Denmark

Rod Heikell
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson Ltd, 

Wych House, St Ives, Cambs PE27 
5BT

978 0 85288 429 4
2007

240 x 190mm
310 pages, paperback

£17.95
Covering the Greek Dodecanese 

islands and the adjacent Turkish coast 
from Güllük to Kekova, this book 
includes much mater ial from the 
author’s Greek Waters Pilot and Turkish 
Waters & Cyprus Pilot (Nov 06, p29), 

including charts, photographs and text, but expands them with more 
detail.

For yachtsmen, it is mostly about moorings and anchorages and how 
to get to them. The smaller boat user will benefit primarily from the 
chartlets with the meltemi shown with the prevailing direction from 
which it blows, the times of day when it blows and its likely strengths, 
the likelihood of finding somewhere to eat and its quality and where 
tourists can be expected to make their presence known, the ‘bottom-
feeding tourist streets’ of which he is not a fan, and when they leave 
for the day on a coast which is most easily reached by boat in many 
places. The historical sites, of which there are some important ones, 
are covered in some detail with layout plans and their significance. The 
world’s oldest known shipwreck and its important cargo is featured, 
as is the fact that the 2004 Olympics gave competitors sponges which 
were actually imported to Greece.

On occasions the author worries about radioactivity following 
Chernobyl. We were in Athens immediately after the reactor went 
up but, despite the relative proximity, it was probably safer than being 
at home as the radioactive cloud headed up to Scandinavia and then 
down over western Europe, avoiding the Mediterranean.

One thing not shown is the boundary between Greece and Turkey. 
Drawing it in rather arbitrarily on previous charts and pilots resulted in 
high level deputations including admirals and diplomatic staff from both 
Greek and Turkish sides to the publishers’ offices in a rabbit warren of 
a town house in St Ives, occasions when it would have been interesting 
to have been an observer.

East Aegean

Islas Baleares
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Sam Dalley and Bob Oldfield
Backpackers Press, Speedwell House, 

Upperwood, Matlock Bath, Derbys DE4 3PE
978 0 9536185 7 6

2008
170 x 120mm

448 pages, paperback
£4.95 + £1 P&P

It cannot be coincidence that Independent 
Hostels UK are growing steadily as the YHA sell 
off properties. This year’s IHUK handbook is 7% 

bigger again than last year or a third bigger than when the cover price 
was set in 2000. It now features 326 places to stay, mostly in the British 
Isles but also some on the European mainland. There are quite a few 

Martin Lawrence
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson

978 0 85288 968 8
1989. 5th edition 2007

A4
150 pages, paperback

£27.50
Despite the cover picture of sea kayaks on Loch Sween, it is, as it 

says, a yachtsman’s pilot although there is plenty for the paddler. On 
the other hand, this book undersells itself in that its coverage is from 
the Mull of Galloway to Colonsay. This still leaves plenty of space for 
generously sized chartlets and pictures, including aerial photographs by 
the author, and annotated sketched views from water level.

Although this book stops just short of Corrievreckan, it still has 
plenty of interesting water, including an amphidrome between 
Machrihanish and Port Ellen, well explained in Do Dolphins Ever 

Independent Hostel Guide 2008

Tom Bennett
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson

978 0 85288 990 9
2003. 2006 edition

A4
104 pages, paperback

£17.50
Unusua l l y  f o r  an  Imray 

guide, the presentation is more 
reminiscent of a holiday brochure 
and the English makes it hard 
going, especially in the yacht 
pilot section which occupies 
the first two thirds of the book. 
This covers the Pembrokeshire 
coastline and Milford Haven up 
to Haverfordwest. It is worth 
persevering, however, as there is 

a lot of useful and interesting detail, clearly gathered from personal 
experience over a long period of time. Illustration is mostly by 
photographs.

A 10 page beach guide describes the surf and other conditions for 
users of all kinds, explaining who will benefit and so who is likely to 
be present at each venue. The author tries to resolve conflict, such as 
suggesting why kayak surfers should use Newgale and leave the zoned 
beach at Whitesands to board surfers and general holidaymakers.

A 6 page sea kayak guide breaks the whole coast into 30 separate 
trips, all of which the author has paddled, including car shuttle details, 
launch times and maximum wind strengths recommended.

The final quarter of the book is given over to tidal stream charts, 
times of starts of tidal flows, charts of Milford Haven and some of the 
islands, climate, weather forecasts, wildlife, contact telephone numbers, 
activity centres and more. A map gives the complex zoning of Milford 
Haven and the Daugleddau.

Judy Lomax
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson

978 0 85288 940 4
2007

A4
301 pages, hardback

£45.00
The Norwegian fjords are the 

uniquely attractive subject of this 
yachting pilot but it also includes 
the Svalbard islands which have 
proved popular for sea kayak 
expeditions although information 
about them is not always easy to 
locate. As well as the fjords there 
is the skjærgård, the defensive 
line of coastal rocks and islands 
with sheltered inshore routes and 
the occasional exposed break, the 

book drawing attention to dangerous areas and the tidal streams which 
operate. As well as the usual problems such as nature reserves there are 
many places where landing is prevented by deep water and there can be 
a danger of falling rocks.

Caves, cave drawings and whale watching opportunities are located 
and the Moskenstraum, basis for Jules Verne’s Mælstrom, is described 
with diagrams.

Populations are sparse but each of thousands of harbours has a brief 
description (not always in an obvious order), some of it not relevant to 
kayaks but noting facilities which are often in short supply, including 
the state controlled Vinmonopol alcohol shops.

The colour pictures are usually small, accompanied by chartlets, and 
there is advice on avoiding confusion where places have similar names.

Introductions to sections set the scene locally while the opening 
section of the book has much of value, including the fact that 
membership of the lifeboat association brings a set of harbour plans and 
the right to be escorted round difficult headlands.

Norway

Sea Guide to Pembrokeshire

The Yachtsman's Pilot - Clyde to Colonsay

result in large fines, together with 
nature reserves, naturist areas, caves 
and estuaries where it is worth 
using a dinghy or small boat to 
explore further upstream are all 
featured.

Uniquely, the Balear ics have 
lighthouses which are painted in 
colours which are as distinctive as 
their light signatures and probably 
of more use to the daytime boater 
so the information is invaluable on 
coasts where landmarks are limited.

A nice touch is the use of 
satellite thumbnails like those in 
our guides for location of points 
around the coast.

Sleep? (above). The author digresses 
into land based or degenerate 
amphidromes, wonderfully defined 
as ‘an imaginary point where 
nothing happens’.

Sea kayaks can appreciate waters 
which are unsafe for larger craft, 
of which there are plenty of 
superlative examples in this book. 
Newly described is a route through 
Cumhann Beag off Loch Tarbert 
on Jura, suggesting some potentially 
exciting water which might reflect 
conditions further north and travel 
to and from which would usually 
include trips both ways through the 
Gulf of Corrievreckan itself, the 
logistics (of what would be more 

than a single day trip) receiving a further twist from all the deer shooting 
activity around for much of the year, although the book includes the 
head stalker’s contact details.
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Ken Langford
Trafford Publishing (UK) Ltd, 9 Park End 

St, 2nd Floor, Oxford OX1 1HH
1 4251 0769 9

2006
230 x 150mm

196 pages, paperback
This is much more than the title suggests 

as it is the history of British slalom, seen 
from the viewpoint of a former national 
champion and someone who has 
undertaken many of the leading roles, 
probably none more so than designing top 
courses. ‘I... hope that others will be able 

to share some great memories.’ Well, I certainly did. In fact, it was Ken 
who encouraged me onto the slalom executive, leading to the editing 
of this magazine.

Surprisingly, the book effectively finishes after the 1996 Olympic 
Games so it is a pity that it was not published a decade sooner.

It is unusual to get a canoe coaching book and this one is particularly 
welcome as Ken has strong opinions, supported by sound reasoning. On 
the other hand it is modestly presented.

His objectives differ from the often quoted claim that winning 
is everything. ‘”Winning is not the aim. Getting it right is the aim. 
Winning is the prize for getting it right!” In other words, winning 
depends on the performance of other people.’ He explains how ‘I 
achieved my goal’ when coming 6,286th in the New York Marathon.

Ken has always been at the cutting edge of competition, which 
has often brought him into conflict with the rank and file, especially 
at AGMs on the issue of selection. Perhaps this is best illustrated by 
the course at Grandtully, Easter 1977. To Ken and friends this was a 
selection event for the world championships, at which the rest of the 
top division were allowed to compete. The course was expected to be 
fairly conventional. It wasn’t and produced polarized opinions. Ken 

Gary & Joanie 
McGuffin

Boston Mills Press
978 1 55046 464 1

28th Apr 2008
220 x 290mm

208 pages, hardback
£22 from Chris Lloyd 

Sales & Marketing, 
Stanley House, 3 

Fleets Lane, Poole, 
Dorset BH15 3AJ

‘This is, quite simply, 
the  bes t  pre sented 

instructional canoeing book ever. It surpasses even Bill Mason.
‘In full colour throughout, it is heavily illustrated with Gary in charge 

of photography and Joanie writing the text. High quality computer 
graphics enhance the pictures where necessary but the high spot is the 
inclusion of many first rate photographs to whet your appetite. There is 
hardly one in which Joanie does not have a big smile.’

That was the start of my review of Paddle Your Own Canoe (Apr 00, 

The Making of a Canoe Slalom Coach

considers it the worst he has ever seen. Three decades on, I cannot 
remember how much involvement I had with its design but I would 
be happy to be told that it was significant. The disputed section was 
a reverse gate above the top fall, a reverse upstream in the eddy and a 
forward downstream on the far side of the current, calling for a reverse 
down the fall, reverse breakout and reverse high cross. Ken suggests 
the Scots had spent the week there and had learned how to do a move 
which others could not. We had checked that it was possible, of course. 
However, we saw it as a top division slalom, from which selection results 
would be extracted. We were seeing slalom moving from being a test of 
skill on rough water to being one of speed on rough water, often not 
that rough, either, as roughness of water used was not increasing. The 
move we set required skills needed by a white water river runner and 
we felt a competent slalomist should have been capable of performing 
it even though it involved more continuous reversing than usual at a 
time when reverse moves were already starting to disappear from course 
design. I still believe the move to fitness on easier gates, favouring the 
person able to train a couple of times a day rather than being able to 
handle heavy water, has been responsible for the decline in numbers of 
slalom participants and the growth of freestyle in its place, in due course 
reducing the pool of slalom skills needed for team membership. To be 
fair, in his winding up Ken compares playboating favourably with slalom 
and expresses concern at pushing children when too young.

Still in 1977, Ken notes the lack of adequate support for Julia Harling 
at the Spittal world championships. I acted as her coach and boat carrier, 
mostly the latter as I have never been a coach, in the absence of other 
support. Ken comments on Albert Kerr’s late arrival for his run, saying, 
‘I have no idea where he went’. In fact, his boat, a modified design taken 
green from the mould earlier that week, was so porous that he could not 
warm up on the water. Suffice it to say that it was the winning boat at a 
time when there was increasing talk of boats only needing to survive a 
single event at this level if that allowed them to be lighter and faster.

Earlier, Ken suggested the growth of minority C1 and C2 was 
because of the forming of a talented group in the southeast. I think the 
credit really lies with Dave Patrick and Graham Goldsmith who paddled 
in C1 and were enthusiasts and manufacturers prepared to produce 
models of dubious financial viability. On the other hand, Ian Pendleton, 
who was reported to have drawn other teams to watch laugh at the 
British as they trained by throwing rocks to each other on the campsite, 
receives the most appreciative comments I have seen for him anywhere.

River tourers may care to note ‘Relationships between anglers and 
canoeists are much better now than they were in the sixties!’

Over three years on from when I last saw a canoeing magazine for 
sale in a high street and nearly as long since canoeing competitions 
were last covered by independent journalists rather than spare members 
of the team management, Ken claims ‘Publicity is the lifeblood of an 
organization. Success breeds success. It is not rocket science to recognize 
the need to publicize achievements.’ At least readers will be left in no 
doubt that the club he helped set up, Stafford & Stone, have produced 
more world championship medals than the rest of Britain put together.

The small black and white pictures are miserable but the book is an 
excellent thought provoking read, highly recommended.

John Boeschen, 25 Valley View Ave, San 
Rafael, CA 94901, USA

978 1 4196 8832 4
2008

200 x 130mm
200 pages, paperback

What do Guantanamo, GPS, 180, intuit, 
brodie, Maytag and parallel have in common? 
They are all verbs used in the latest episode of 
the goings on of a group of men who meet 
on Thursday evenings all through the year to 
paddle in San Francisco Bay, usually including 
a beach bonfire with a gourmet meal and the 

beer and wine cellar they are carrying.
Last year’s volume (Jun 07, p49) was not stocked by the library in San 

Rafael, for the first time. This subversive book, now banned literature, is 
doubly attractive. The author’s writing style is distinctive. Amazingly, 
he still manages to find a different concept for each report. Just 
occasionally does it get nasty, in this volume the two bitchy dialogues 
he has with his self carved Greenland paddle.

A big step forward this year is that all the pictures are in colour and 
there are 50 pages of them.

This volume covers 2007’s exploits. After eight years of trips, all 
written up, this has to be one of the world’s longest running groups of 
its kind. However, it is a mere junior, an offshoot of a turn up and go 
mountain biking club which has been running on Sundays since 1983, 
surely the longest running such event. The author took a fall from his 
bike last summer, so he missed the odd week on the water and then 
need to be paddled with a trapped arm in a double kayak. For the 
record, he presents a long list of household chores which should not be 
attempted with an injured shoulder.

Reflections on San Francisco Bay Vol 8

pages of photographs, with canoeing featuring strongly in the Scottish 
section.

In another development, IHUK shared a stand with German, Swiss 
and Spanish counterparts at the ITB Berlin Travel Fair.

Paddle Your Own Kayak
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Doug Alderson
Rocky Mountain Books

978 1 894765 85 5
May 2007

230 x 150mm
153 pages, paperback

£15.50 from Gazelle, White Cross Mills, 
Hightown, Lancaster LA1 4XS

Heavily illustrated with black and white 
photographs and the occasional diagram, 
this book coaches forward and reverse 
strokes, sweeps, rudders, brace turns, draw 
strokes and rolls but not rescues or re-
entries. However, the simple forward stroke 

does not appear until chapter 3, the first 30 pages being given over to 
edge control and bracing.

There is no quick way to get at the concepts. You need to read it all. 
For each stroke, however, there are a series of listed points relating to 
safety, when to use the stroke, key points and exercises to assist with 
getting it right.

The most original thinking comes with rolling, which begins sitting 
on dry land with folded arms, a method of getting the basic concepts 
across before adding the complexity of paddles or water.

Sea Kayak Strokes

Nigel Robinson & Alun Richardson
Crowood Press, Crowood Lane, 

Ramsbury, Wilts SN8 2HR
978 1 86126 827 3

May 2007
250 x 190mm

173 pages, paperback
£16.99

This Welsh sea kayak coaching 
book begins with a chapter on 
minimum impact paddling on the 
sea, getting the message across from 
the start that it is an environmentally 
fr iendly activity. The following 
chapter  on kayak des ign and 

construction is contributed by Howard Jeffs. After this the authors 
tell us about how to get started, going to sea, dealing with the 
elements, strokes, rescues, camping, cooking, first aid, leading groups 
and expedition paddling. The black and white photographs are 
accompanied by a number of useful diagrams.

One or two things have moved on or need additional comment, 
such as Channel 16 and EPIRB usage, the fact that Gibraltar Point 
rather than the Wash is now used in inshore forecasts and Stanford 
charts are now published by Imray. Others are not always as precise as 
stated. If you are not carrying charts your maps may not be at 1:25,000 
scale, you will not necessarily break out at 110˚ or 130˚ and tidal 
values will probably not be at spring or neap figures or exactly halfway 
between them. Nevertheless, there is a great deal of useful information 
in these pages, checklists included. An appendix gives assorted websites 
and a glossary explains terms, although not the platypus hoser which 
you should be carrying in your buoyancy aid pocket.

Sea Kayaking

Leigh Hatts
Cicerone, 2 Police Sq, Milnthorpe, Cumbria 

LA7 7PY
978 1 85284 522 3

2001, 2nd edition 2007
170 x 120 mm

138 pages, paperback
£10.00

Starting from its source at Leagrave, this book 
covers the River Lee through until it joins the 
River Thames, offering alternative finishes at Bow 

Creek and Limehouse Basin. As usual with Cicerone, it has plenty of 
coloured photographs and the relevant sections of OS 1:50,000 map 
are included. Much of what is of interest to walkers can be of equal 
interest to touring canoeists.

The 2012 Olympic sites are covered, including at Broxbourne where 
the book reveals an £11,000,000 slalom site will be located between 
the station and the river and it will be able to seat 12,000 spectators. A 
final chapter makes a circuit of the Olympic events which will be held 
on land, in the process giving a tour of east London back rivers.

‘Go and see the area now so that you can compare it later’ said Ken 
Livingstone. That would seem to apply as much to the waterways as to 
the Olympic park.

The Lea Valley Walk

Matthew Teller
Rough Guides Ltd, 80 Strand, London WC2R 

0RL
978 1 85828 283 1

2008
140 x 100mm

96 pages, paperback
This third edition incorporates a title change 

from Go Do Wales (Jan 06, p34). The small maps 
in this issue now show more detail and the small 

colour pictures are spread through the book rather than being lumped 
together, a significant improvement.

The biggest changes to the text are in the listings of places to eat. 
Activities boxes are included, not least half a page on watersports 
around Bala, and canoe tours on the Wye are given coverage.

Three pages on green Wales include the claim that Twr y Felin is the 
first carbon neutral outdoor adventure company in the world, operating 
from Wales’ first organic hotel. On the other hand, it seems the much 
criticized Snowdonia Green Key scheme has gone ahead, regardless.

The Mini Rough Guide to Wales
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p24). They’ve done it again, this time for kayaks. Really, it is sea kayaks, 
which the North Americans use for all touring except white water.

Covered are the kit, strokes, safety and rescue, navigation, weather and 
water conditions, trips away, including with children, and building your 
own kayak.

As before, the photographs are first rate and there are frequent mood 
pictures to keep you drooling. To illustrate particular points, two pictures 
show Joanie sitting on grass in a folding kayak without its skin but with 
everything else, including airbags.

The book is skilfully laid out and the North American terminology is 
less conspicuous this time.

Finally, in the current times, even the approach to the environment 
comes as a breath of fresh air, appreciation rather than enforcement.

Like their canoe book, this is the best introduction to kayak touring 
that you can buy.



Mike Cawthorne
In Pinn, Suite Ex 8, Pentagon Centre, 44 

Washington St, Glasgow G3 8AZ
978 1 903238 90 5

2007
230 x 160mm

175 pages, paperback
£14.99

This collection of essays relates to 
Scotland’s wild places. ‘More people than 
ever are now going to the wild places. 
By wild I don’t mean pristine nature, 
completely untarnished by human design, 
which in any case barely exists in Scotland, 
but areas where, visually at least, nature has 

the upper hand’. Mostly it is about the mountains viewed from above 
but not exclusively so.

The opening chapter is about two attempts to run the Dee in an 
open canoe. The first time, the two novices set out form the Linn 
of Dee in November at a moderate spate level. They swim and lose 
the canoe. Next morning they set out form Aberdeen by car to look 
from each bridge. Amazingly, half way down the river at Aboyne they 
find the canoe and most of their kit. The trip is completed 18 months 
later in more benign conditions. The discussion includes anglers, 
unconcerned animals including an otter passing close to them and the 
1829 flood, an extreme event which was a little too early to blame on 
climate change. There are just a few pictures in the book, the two of 
the river leaving the reader to conclude that the huge waves at the top 
end were run by the paddlers.

The largest part of the book is a traverse of all the Munroes in a 
season but there is also other mountaineering, meeting the headwaters 

Alastair Dunnett
In Pinn

978 1 903238 99 8
1950. 2007 edition

240 x 190mm
204 pages, paperback

£14.99
This expedition from Bowling to 

Skye by two young men with little 
canoeing experience but publishing 
debts to clear took place in 1934. The 
story has been published as Quest by 
Canoe in 1950, as It’s Too Late in the 
Year in 1969 and as The Canoe Boys 
(Jul 95, p42). It was to be followed 

by James Adam’s solo Over the Minch (Dec 98, p34). Why has the story 
been so long lived? The trip was not just an adventurous expedition 
which pushed the boundaries of kayak expeditions in this country 
but also a study of the depressed Highland economy, hence its wider 
interest to those more concerned with regeneration than with paddling. 
The fact that the author went on to be editor of the Scotsman has not 
detracted from its interest, either.

The latest edition is from the same publisher as last time but it is a 
much enlarged book with additional photographs, press cuttings and 
advertisements from the era. An excellent introduction by Ninian 
Dunnett puts everything into context and is as well informed on 
sea kayaks in the 21st century as on the parental journalism of the 
mid 20th century. Notes at the back are equally informative, adding 
translations of Gaelic and dialect terms to the marine and journalistic 
explanations.

A landmark book has just been improved.

The Canoe Boys

Wilderness Dreams

978 1 902830 38 4
QT International Ltd, 19 Canynge Rd, 

Bristol BS8 3JZ
A5

£7.99
Once again the QuickTide cards (Nov 

06, p30) are available, allowing you to select 
a reference colour for a section of coast, 
pick a date code from the chart and turn 
a dial so that you can read off tide heights 
through the day, including any adjustments 
for summer time. It’s approximate but that 
is often good enough to tell you whether 
it will be a long carry at the start or end of 
your journey. Even if you need to do the 
maths accurately it will serve as a rough 
check that you have not done something 
silly, such as adding when you should have 
subtracted.

I have just been using the card the other 
way, to set the dial to give the required tidal 
conditions for a chosen section of coast and 
then checking back on the chart to find 
which dates give the conditions that I need.

Very high spring tides are now easier to 
identify, otherwise there is just the occasional 
minor change from previous years. Again, 
the data is for two years and the price is 
unchanged.

QuickTide South West

978 1 902830 36 0

QuickTide South East

978 1 902830 37 7

QuickTide North

of some white water rivers, and the Flow Country receives plenty of 
attention and features some of the people who have withdrawn to 
its most obscure parts. Issues include hydro schemes, wind farms, the 
Clearances, even the Yusufeli dam on the Çoruh, issues on which the 
author has strong feelings.

Those who paddle the west coast of Scotland or run white water in 
the Highlands will find this book intertwining with their interests, often 
in thought provoking fashion.

In passing, it explains Neil Wilson Publishing’s impr int, a 
mountaineers’ abbreviation for the Inaccessible Pinnacle in the Cuillins.

Jim Manthorpe
Trailblazer Publications, Old Manse, Tower Rd, 

Hindhead, Surrey GU26 6SU
978 1 905864 03 4

2004, 2nd edition 10th Dec 2007
180 x 120mm

206 pages, paperback
£9.99

The main value of this book to the sea paddler, 
apart from giving a general view of the coast, 
is for the detail of the services available on 
land. There have been a surprising number of 

changes since the first edition three years ago (Jan 05, p28) and more 
information is given, particularly web addresses and opening times.

The author is now living on the west coast of Scotland, somewhere 
only accessible by boat, so the update has been done but his editor, 
Henry Stedman, who has also added a number of new photographs. If 
you want to know where you can camp or get a room, a meal, a drink 
or a bus back to your car, this book gives all the details.

Pembrokeshire Coast Path
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Federico Bianchi di Castelbianco
Edizione Magi

88 7487 150 3
Mar 2005

240 x 160mm
63 pages, paperback

Free
A feature of paddling the Mediterranean 

coast is the number of religious festivals 
involving parading icons on boats on the 
sea and then celebrating with food, drink, 
music, fireworks and more. This guide 
pulls together those around the toe of 
Italy with many coloured photographs, 
paying particular attention to local foods 

and fishing.
A map locates them all from Praia a Mare to Montegiordano, 

unfortunately leaving the dates to be found from the rest of the book 
rather than being placed here to help planning.

Calabria - The Sea Festivals

Henri Denis
Le Canotier, BP 1138, 87052 Limoges 

Cedex, France
978 2 9101097 23 0

Dec 2007
220 x 170mm

249 pages, paperback
E26

Everyone knows the Ardèche, the most 
popular paddling river in Europe with a 
carpet of boats in the summer. There is 
much more to paddling in the Cévennes, 
however, and this book introduces the 
upper reaches, tributaries, other rivers 

in the area and those just outside it which offer water from grade 3 
upwards and are generally too dry to paddle in the summer. Thus, 
the Ardèche gorges run itself is not included. The 44 rivers here have 
a common feature of lack of water in summer, partly because of 
shortage of rainfall and partly because of dams controlled by EdF, who 
exacerbate problems with their poor communications about releases. 
These rivers are for autumn to spring.

This book, on the other hand, written in French and English, 
suggests best times to go and gives descriptions and directions, distances, 
gradients, optimum water levels, hazards, gauges, accommodation, 
emergency services contacts, alternative rivers near by and playspots. 
A double grading system gives difficulty and level of commitment, the 
latter partly influenced by the distance to the nearest road.

Black and white pictures appear throughout the book and there are 
two blocks of colour photographs. Playspots get a chapter to themselves, 
there are some lists of ‘10 best’ rivers, useful as so many of them seem to 
be superlative, and a page entitled Il reste encore des rivières which echoes 
Claude Roggero’s 1979 guide of that title to the southern Alps.

Beavers are being reintroduced to the area but the book notes that, 
unlike Canadian ones, they do not block rivers with dams.

A rescue concept mentioned is to have a karabiner on the end of 
a throwline so that it can be quickly clipped onto a paddle, easier to 
throw and easier to grab as long as you are not a more accurate shot 
than most paddlers.

Finally, note that many of those paddling these rivers in the winter 
are Germans as the French find them too cold. British paddlers should 
be suitably climate hardened and could use this excellent book to 
source a range of white water runs too often overlooked.

Kayak Cévennes

Keith Carter
Trailblazer Publications

978 1 905864 06 5
2004, 2nd edition Nov 2007

180 x 120mm
222 pages, paperback

£9.99
Although this long distance path traverses 

some upland areas, it spends a lot of its time in 
the vicinity of canals and rivers, following parts 
of the Llangollen Canal, the Montgomeryshire 
Canal, the River Severn and, particularly, the 

River Wye, crossing the Dee, Teme, Lugg and others. The cover shows 
the Wye at Redbrook and the last of the few coloured photographs 
shows a kayak on the Wye below Monmouth.

Accommodation, eating places and attractions are all covered in great 
detail, mentioning a public house on the Wye as being popular with 
canoeists and also the Brockweir egress point although Gales do not 
make the list of facilities in Llangollen. Taking the footpath north to 
south mean s that the Wye is described with the flow.

The first third of the book is background information with lots of 
standard identification pictures of flowers and butterflies. As is usual 
with this series, there is great emphasis on saving the planet. Sketch 
maps are at the very large scale of 1:20,000 with much of the relevant 
detail written onto the maps. If you need a café or B&B near the water 
it will probably be marked here, complete with all costs and availability 
details.

Offa’s Dyke Path

Brian Wilson
Two Ravens Press Ltd, Green Willow Croft, 

Rhiroy, Lochbroom, Ullapool, Ross-shire 
IV23 2SF

978 1 906120 22 1
2008

220 x 140mm
211 pages, paperback

Now with its third publisher, the cover of 
Blazing Paddles quotes my original review 
(Feb 89, p11), ‘This is without doubt the best 
sea canoeing travel book I have ever read.’ 
Amazingly, two decades on, having followed 
Brian around the Scottish coast and having 
reviewed well over 1,200 separate titles for 
Canoeist, I still hold that position. Some five 
pictures have been dropped from the latest 
edition but the cover price is actually cheaper 
than when first published.

The Irish volume is now with its second 
publisher, rather similar in format to the 
original.

To have these two circumnavigation sea 
kayak books back in print is excellent news. 
Read them now if you have not already done 
so.

Dances with Waves

978 1 906120 1 4
319 pages

Blazing Paddles
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BW Scotland
A3 folding to A6

If you want to paddle the Caledonian Canal you 
will need to collect a free licence in order that BW 
can give you a copy of this booklet and record your 
plans. It explains aspects which make this canal 
different from all others, sometimes more testing. 
Prepared with SCA input, it includes a map which 
locates facilities along the canal and suggests places 
for wild camping, something it could not have done 

five years ago. However, it does specifically ban the shooting of weirs, 
in contrast to more friendly notices on the ground which say that 
such activity is at the user’s risk. There are several colour pictures but 
locations are not given.

Canoeing the Caledonian Canal

M C Andrews
Milford Haven Port Authority

A3 folding to A6
Covering from Haverfordwest and Blackpool 

Mill to St Ann’s Head, this guide to Milford 
Haven features a sketch map which shows all the 
user zones and potential problem areas. Factual 
information supplied includes tidal constants, 
selected by-laws, shipping sound signals and contact 
telephone numbers, including for Castlemartin 

range. Users cover the full spectrum from large commercial tankers 
to birdlife in quiet creeks, which must make regulating interesting for 
Milford Haven Port Authority, celebrating their 50th anniversary this 
year.

Milford Haven Waterway Leisure User Guide 2008

New York State Canal Corporation
270 x 130mm unfolding to 380 x 550mm

Primarily for cyclists, this document has few 
pictures but several maps. The main map covers 
the Erie Canal from Albany to Buffalo plus the 
Oswego Canal, part of the Champlain Canal to 
Whitehall and the Hudson River to Coxsachie. 
More detailed maps cover the Erie Canal 
Heritage Trail, the Old Erie Canal State Park 
which follows the former route past Oneida 
Lake, the Mohawk - Hudson Bikeway and the 
Glens Falls Feeder Canal Trail.

New York State Canalway Trail

Krea
2007

230 x 160mm
113 pages, paperback

The many coloured pictures include 
inland towns at first, which are of less 
relevance to us, although these inland 
photographs include some rather meaty 
Simeto falls.

The coastal pictures include the 
offshore islands, volcanic and some still 
very active. ‘The boat is obviously an 
indispensable means for all these islands… 
Some are very interesting and a must: 
the night-time one to go and see the 

eruptions of Stromboli from the sea, for instance.’

Sicily is Myth

BW Scotland, Canal House, Applecross 
St, Glasgow G4 9SP

Oct 2005
A2 folding to A5

Primarily aimed at the users of powered 
craft, this leaflet includes a number of 
pictures from along the canal although their 
locations are not recorded. Half of one side 
is a map of the canal with facilities located. 
Alongside is a column detailing places of 
interest, often unique to this canal.

m all others, sometimes more testing. 
Prepared with SCA input, it includes a map 

which locates facilities along the canal and suggests places for wild 
camping, something it could not have done five years ago. However, it 
does specifically ban the shooting of weirs, in contrast to more friendly 
notices on the ground which say that such activity is at the user’s risk. 
There are several colour pictures but locations are not given.

Crinan Canal Skipper's Guide

Max Vajro
Azienda Autonoma di Soggiorno 

& Turismo, Isola di Capri
1993

200mm sq
28 pages, paperback

In French and German, this guide 
to one of the most distinctive islands 
in the Mediterranean has plenty of 
pictures. These vary from the Blue 
Grotto to a beach with open cockpit 
kayaks.

Capri

Folco Quilici & Maurilio Cipparone
Azienda di Promozione Turistica della 
Provincia di Latina, Via Duca del Mare 

19, Latina
2006

240mm x 170mm
35 pages, paperback

Two essays introduce the Pontine 
islands, supported by sketches and colour 
photographs, unfortunately not captioned, 
one including a double sit on top.

The complex geology of the islands 
is part of the story. ‘It is a beauty best 
appreciated by slow moving boat.’

Islands in Nature

South Dakota Office of Tourism
230 x 100mm

15 pages
Not to be outdone by Montana (Jun 07, p51) 

South Dakota also has a guide to its section of Lewis 
and Clark’s journey of exploration. In similar format, 
it details 18 locations relating to the journey, animals 
to see, festivals and a fold out map showing where 
everything is to be found.

Much of the Missouri River is now dammed but 
the section below Fort Randall Dam is recommended 
for canoeing. Children can climb in a dugout on dry 
land at a family centre near Pierre to encourage their 
interest.

Lewis & Clark Trail
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Assessorato allo Sviluppo Economico, 
Ricerca, Innovazione & Turismo, 

Regione Lazio
240 x 160mm

62 pages, paperback
Free

A general map breaks the Lazio coast 
into 14 sections. Each has an introduction, 
particularly to its history with road access 
details and suggested inland detour details, 
covered by small pictures. Boxes quickly 
identify notable ancient buildings, foods, 
wines, crafts, fairs and events, parks, 
shopping and other local curiosities, each 

Turisticka Zajednica, 
Dubrovacko-Neretvanske 

Zupanije, Cvijete Zuzoric 1/1, 
20000 Dubrovnik, Hrvatska

2006
A4

28 pages, paperback
For sea kayak users, the walls 

of Dubrovnik must be the most 
photographed view in Croatia. Well 
illustrated, this guide introduces 
the town and its surroundings, 
including noting that some beaches 
are not accessible from land. 
Pictures include two open canoes 
and a sea kayak pottering on the 
Mljet lakes.

Dubrovnik Riviera & Islands

Surprising Lazio - Where History Meets the Sea

Assessorato Turismo Regione Lazio, 
Via Rosa Raimondi Garibaldi 7, 00145 

Roma
2006

240 x 170mm + 130 x 150mm 
unfolding to 130mm x 1.35m

63 pages, paperback
In English and German, this book 

details three successive coasts, those of 
the Etruscans, Rome and Ulysses, plus 
the Pontine islands. There are a selection 
of photographs and the extensive text 
includes some features up to 40km 
inland.

Supplied with the book is a long, 
double sided, fold out, oblique, annotated sketch of the coast.

The Seas of Lazio

Magazines wanted
Tony Ford needs to locate the following issues of Model Yachtsman & 

Canoeist, which he is transferring to CD.
1884 - Mar, Apr, May, Jul, Sep, Nov, Dec
1886 - Apr
1894 - all
He hopes to be able to offer a copy of the CD for their use. 

[tford@web.de]
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located on a map of the section. There are sections of ‘shore inaccessible 
by land’, ideally suited to the sea paddler.

Anglia by canoe
Presenter Paul Heiney has 
been introducing rivers in the 
Anglia TV series Secret Rivers. 
He uses an open canoe as 
the appropriate craft for his 
exploration.

Pacific canoes
In BBC2’s Tribe series, Bruce Parry was filmed fishing from a native 

canoe. Information on the Pacific island of Anuta was provided by James 
Wharram Design, whose Tama Moana double canoe project is being 
prepared for the neighbouring island of Tikopia (Jul 06, p58).

Among the Scottish islands
In 2006 Patrick Winterton paddled 1,400km from Glasgow to 

Muckle Flugga, the most northerly point in the British Isles. A TV 
commentator, he featured in last year’s Ultimate White Water for BBC1, 
during which he trained presenter Kate Silverton in some tough kayak 
challenges, and has undertaken a tour of Hebridean lighthouses. His 

workboat is a Necky Chatham 17, which he finds manœuvrable and 
easy to drag over the rocks when necessary.

Hurricanes get news coverage
Sports presenter Mike Bushell of BBC’s breakfast programme joined 

BA Hurricanes for a dragon boat water session. The club introduced 
400 youngsters to the sport last year and 30 of them from Priory School 
were filmed on the water. Mike then tried drumming, skills coaching 
and, finally, racing with 10 of the 12 GB team members from Sydney 
and being taken aback at the speed in some very close racing. The piece 
was shown several times in a Saturday rolling news show.

Some like it hot
On Jul 3rd 1976, the hottest day for 200 years, Friar West was 

paddling his open canoe from Torquay to the Isle of Wight when he 
came across four women sunbathing naked on a beach. He took them 
back to their yacht, where he was hosted for four days, the story making 
the national press. It was one of the stories to be revisited by the ITV 
series Those Were the Days, due to be aired in May. The departure by 
canoe was re-enacted, with some scenes from the slide show of his 
journey.

Sweetspots films
Nike ACG are launching a series 

of 3 - 4 minute films of extreme 
outdoor people pushing the limits. 
One of the first three shows 
Brad Ludden on big falls on the 
Mekong. A film to follow in the 
summer will be of Mariann Saether 
on the White Nile in Uganda. They 
can be found at www.nikeacg.com.

Extreme paddling series
Paddlers International has been advising Darlow Smithson on a series 

of TV programmes on remote and extreme paddling in Britain. We have 
supplied information on a number of places, both inland and at sea, 
with the northwest of Scotland being of particular interest.
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Test 2
BackBliss
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Test 1
Infield Sportline

Top of the priority list for most sunglass manufacturers 
seems to be style. Not so Infield, who come from a safety 
background. Their polycarbonate lenses are tested to take 
the impacts of ball bearings at 140km/h and the lenses are 
shaped to give a close fit all round, spreading the load if your 
paddle shaft does get thrust in your face. Each model has side 
arms with several positions for length as well as being able to 
be tilted up or down, ensuring a personal fit. Only then does 
style come into the formula.

Over the last few months I have been testing extensively 
two of their models. The first of these is the Terminator 
Sport, my sample in autumn chestnut with red mirror lenses. 
These give a dramatic warm rose coloured hue to everything 
when first put on, brightening up a less inspiring day, but I 
quickly become used to the colour. The wraparound lenses 
are claimed to be 100% UVA and UVB protective with 
enhanced glare protection and to be anti scratch. Hooked 
side arms give good ear grip, improved by softer Hi-Pro 
inlays over the ears. The lenses are frameless at the bottom, 
the adjustable Soft-plex nosepiece incorporating cutouts to 
reduce fogging.

The Senator Sport in anthracite gloss with rainbow mirror 
lenses also claims enhanced glare protection and full UV 
resistance, this time producing a greyer image, more suitable 
when conditions are very sunny and bright. This time the 
frame surrounds the lens and there were a couple of times 
on wet days when fogging was a problem initially. The 
straighter arms and rainbow finish give a more stylish look 
and the glasses are easier to take on and off (notwithstanding 
the Hi-Pro inserts on the arms) which may or may not be a 
benefit, depending on how you intend to use them, better in 
the car than in the canoe.

I have found both of them very comfortable to use 
and they are only samples from a selection of lens colours 
including polarized and blue blocker. If practicality is more 
important to you than image then perhaps you should take a 
look at what Infield claim to be the 4x4s of eyewear.

Impact 
resistence

Adjustment
UVA 

and UVB 
protection
Scratch 

resistence
Grip

Fogging

Reach
Grip/back 
scratcher
Spare pad

Length

Manufactured by Infield Safety UK Ltd, Unit B, Brocks Business Centre, Homefield Rd, 
Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QP, tel 01440 705286
Available from www.infield-safety.co.uk.

Colours - blue, red, charcoal, pink
Price (inc VAT) - £7.99

Safety and comfort take priority

Reaching the parts others cannot reach

Terminator Sport

Senator Sport

Given a good sunny day, the sun will always find the spot 
you’ve missed with the suntan lotion. Unless you are very 
supple, the middle of your back is a guaranteed sore spot 
unless you have some help. The BackBliss is the answer to 
that problem, a plastic handle with a washable sponge pad 
at the end, able to reach the most inaccessible part of your 
anatomy.

The manufacturers give as an example the airline pilot 
who is embarrassed to ask a hostess to treat his back as they 
relax on the beach at their crew hotel, a reason for hiding 
the BackBliss, many might think. On the other hand, if you 
are undertaking a solo paddle you will not have anyone else 
to ask. I have been waiting for someone to invent something 
like this.

The other end of the long handle has a pattern of small 
pyramids which help grip when your hands are covered 
with suntan oil or, if the BackBliss is turned round, a 
satisfying back scratcher. For home use there is a suction 
hook supplied to hang it up, also a spare applicator pad. 
Away from home, there is a clear travel pouch so that you do 
not spread lotion on the rest of your luggage.

At 310mm long, you may find that it occupies more 
luggage space than you wish to permit. If so, see how much 
handle you need and simply cut off the rest.

Sunburn could be kept at bay in future, even if you don’t 
have anyone to treat you, or it can be used to apply after sun 
lotion to the parts you have missed.



elaunching in Catrine (Jul 06 guide) can be 
done with some difficulty on the left below 
the footbridge. What is described as a set of 
stairs is, in reality, more a boat width slot in 

the wall with a steeply sloping bank rather than steps. 
Once afloat, the river has its best white water down to 
Haugh.

An alternative approach is through a steep wood 
from the B713. Although much of the slope ends in a 
vertical drop there is a flat step to be found opposite 
the bonded warehouse.

Catrine was planned and built by David Dale for the 
cotton industry. One of its most striking buildings is 
the red sandstone institute, an extreme village hall with 
turrets and large clockfaces on the left bank, several of 
its windows currently boarded up. Below a memorial 

the mill leat spills water back into the river and the 
B705 crosses.

A half metre high vertical weir 
crosses the width of the river as 
the village is left. Herons and 
kingfishers are seen as the 
deep valley becomes lined 
with oaks, a lder s  and 
sycamores. Salmon anglers 
are polite and fr iendly, 
undoubted ly  not  the 
people who, on one corner, 
have left evidence of angling 
and dozens of empty beer 
cans strewn about. On top of 
the opposite side of the valley is 
Ballochmyle Hospital, a leading burns 

and skin graft unit set up during the Second World 
War but recently sold off.

A concrete arch carries the A76 way over the 
valley. The deep cutting becomes a sandstone gorge, 
festooned with creepers, ferns and lichens in the darker 
and damper recesses. Beyond this the valley opens out 
again but remains deep, being crossed by the Carlisle to 
Kilmarnock railway on the spectacular red sandstone 
Ballochmyle Viaduct of 1848 which soars right across, 
probably Britain’s best masonry arch viaduct. The main 
55m arch is 50m above the river and there are three 
15m arches on each side, all semicircular.

Below the castle at Haugh, giant hogweed begins to 
appear along the banks. What looks like an old gazebo 
seems to be associated with several works which follow, 
including a cheese factory and derelict premises.
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River Ayr
South Ayrshire End

The valley 
which 

inspired 
Burns' 
poetry
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Conceited gowk! Puff’d up wi’ windy pride!

This mony a year I’ve stood the flood an’ tide;

And tho’ wi’ crazy eild I’m sair forfairn,

I’ll be a brig when ye’re a shapeless cairn!

Robert Burns

The institute beside the river at Catrine.
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Sandstone cliffs at Ballochmyle and Old Barskimming.

The wooded gorge at Ballochmyle.

River Ayr - South Ayrshire EndGuide
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The decorative bridge across the gorge at Barskimming.

The gorge opens out below Barskimming.

Lugar Water joins from the south and pushes the 
flow to the right, where the branches of a tree project 
into the current.

A sewage works is likely to be spilling water into the 
river at times when the river is at a good level. The 
subsequent odour suggests the effluent is not fully treated.

GuideRiver Ayr - South Ayrshire End
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The surfing weir at Milton.

Crawfordston's viaduct appears more utilitarian than the one at Ballochmyle.

The red and orange Mauchline sandstones have 
widespread dune bedding, showing that they were laid 
down in dune conditions. In various places, including 
at the adjacent bridge, there are significant holes cut 
into cliff faces, some opening out above the river and 
not accessible from dry land.

Old Barskimming has a commanding position above 
another sandstone gorge and is approached over a high 
ornamental bridge complete with balustrades. The 
water swirls gently but has the look of the calm before 
the storm. This is not the case, however, and the gorge 
ends without any turbulence of note.

Guide River Ayr - South Ayrshire End
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The fall at Auchincruive can have more kick than is apparent from the bank.

The pair of weirs alongside Ayr College.

GuideRiver Ayr - South Ayrshire End
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The Auld and New Bridges in Ayr.

The B743 passes along the lip of the river valley 
again at Failford. Hidden in the trees at the top of the 
bank is a public house and a monument to mark where 
Burns took his last parting from Highland Mary in 
1786.

The river gradually opens out and dippers, mallards 
and buzzards are seen, together with occasional fields 
of white and black Ayrshire cows. Approaching Stair 
there is a 1m sloping weir at Milton which can give 
an excellent surfing wave in the right conditions. 
The B730 crosses an old stone bridge and leads past a 
popular public house with a decent range of beers and 
interesting menu. In the 18th century Stair resident 
James Dalrymple wrote the important Institutions of the 
Laws of Scotland.

The viaduct carrying the railway from the disused 
Killoch Colliery to Ayr is supported on a line of piers, 
one of which is in the flow and collects tree trunks. 

This is on the line of Prestwick International 
Airport’s main runway so airliners fly over 
from time to time, not least because it is likely 
to be open when all other major British 
airports are closed by fog.

Between the B742 at Annbank and the 
B744 at Tarholm there are several weirs, 

typically a metre high. Halfway down there is an island 
below the Old Hall, beyond which the Water of Coyle 
joins.

A pillar off centre in the river also collects trees, 
the spacing of remaining piers and rocks in the river 
suggesting that a viaduct once crossed here but one 
pillar has collapsed.

A conspicuous wall on the right leads to the most 
difficult feature on the river, a ledge incorporating 
some large boulders. The flow is seen swiftly moving to 
the left where some of it cushions over a large boulder 
and drops into a hole behind and most of the rest drops 
through a slot to its right, grade 4 at a decent level.

A cairn by Oswald’s Bridge is to William Wallace, 
who sought refuge here in the 13th century. Along 
the road is Auchincruive Agricultural College with an 
active canoeing interest. Initially there is a riverside 
walk but it does not continue far. Mink and falcons are 
around and a riparian kayak may be spotted.

The SEPA flow gauge is at Mainholm before the 
A77 crosses and the river eases into Ayr. Near the 
right bank is the horse race course where the Scottish 
Grand National is run in April. The university and 
Horticultural Centre are on the same bank. The A70 
returns to the left bank by a cemetery.

Guide River Ayr - South Ayrshire End

Ayr in 1693.
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In front of Ayr College is a two step weir, 
the last weir on the river. Each step is about a 
metre high, the second steeper than the first, 
but both have river wide stoppers, at times 
of spate potentially very dangerous. The river 
is now tidal but small rapids continue as the 
tide drops. The A79 crosses, followed by the 
Stranraer to Glasgow railway.

The Tam O’Shanter Museum with its Burns 
mementoes was the Tam O’Shanter Inn where 
Burns had Tam begin his ride to the River 
Doon, pursued by three witches. The Twa Brigs 
were described by Burns in his Brigs of Ayr. 
The narrow Auld Brig, site of the 1601 battle 
between the Kennedys of Carsillis and the 
Kennedys of Bargany, was in existence in 1236, 
the north arch fell in 1732 and was rebuilt 
and it was restored in 1910 for pedestrians. 
It has four 16m arches on 4.6m wide piers. 
The New Bridge of 1785, replaced after a 
flood in 1878, carries the A719. At its south 
end are the Town Buildings with 38m steeple 
and an 1828 octagonal turret with tall narrow 
windows. It is balanced by the Wallace Tower 
in Wallacetown, built on the site of Edward I’s 
barracks, burnt down by Wallace in 1297. St 
John’s Tower is all that remains of the church 
in which Robert the Bruce convened the 
Scottish Parliament in 1315 to decide the royal 
succession. There are many smaller harbourside 
establishments including the Black Bull, Swan 
Restaurant near which swans gather, Anchor 
Bar, Coffee Boat, Cascades Bistro, Waterside, 
Steamboat Tavern, Old Forte Bar, Royal 
Blossoms, Ship Inn, Maxwell Steakhouse and 

Harbour Bar. Herring gulls and cormorants are 
commonplace.

Ayr was the west of Scotland’s chief port 
and equalled Glasgow for size and importance 
until the late 17th century. An emigrant two 
centur ies ago was William Maclure who 
became the father of American geology. With 
970m of quays, Ayr still handles fish and 
industrial products, scrap metal, coal, fertilizer, 
rock salt, animal feeds, timber and building 
materials with large cargo vessels present, not to 
mention the PS Waverley. Opposite the Griffin 
Dock is a basin with the Ayr Yacht & Cruising 
Club and a subaqua club. A 22m masonry 
tower and a 6m red tower bear leading lights, 
the South Pier has a 6m white tower and 
there is a lighthouse. The detached North 
Breakwater shows two red lights at night if 
the port is closed to incoming traffic. The pilot 
boat is fast and does not go out very far so 
any activity by it is indicative of imminent 
shipping movements. Southerly winds increase 
tide heights, northerly or northwesterly winds 
decrease them and strong westerly winds give 
a swell in the entrance. Small vessels have been 
carried out to sea by ice breaking up after a 
hard frost. Opposite the entrance is Arran.

Ayr Bay (Dec 93 guide) has negligible tidal 
streams and a mild climate, making it Scotland’s 
principal west coast resort. Landing on the 
beach early in the morning carries the risk 
of meeting racehorses being trained there. A 
leisure complex with pool, sauna, Turkish baths 
and gymnasium is close by for daytime use. 
Parking is available on a road along the front.

The modern skyline of Ayr with some substantial ships in the harbour.

FACT FILE

Distance

From Catrine to Ayr Bay is 27km.

Transport

Stagecoach Western 43 and 343 buses serve 

Catrine, Ballochmyle, Mauchline and Ayr.

Campsites

There are campsites 6km away at Cumnock, 

2km away at Tarbolton, 900m away at Coylton 

and 2km away at Masonhill.

Youth Hostels

Wanlockhead youth hostel is 37km away and 

Kendoon youth hostel is 38km away.

Gauge

Mainholm

OS 1:50,000 Sheet

70 Ayr, Kilmarnock & Troon

Admiralty Charts

SC1866 Ports in the Firth of Clyde. Ayr 

(1:10,000)

SC2220 Firth of Clyde, Pladda to Inchmarnock 

- Southern Sheet (1:36,000)

Tidal Constants

Ayr: Dover + 50 minutes

Forecasts

Weathercall: Dumfries & Galloway, 09014 722 

070

Marinecall: Mull of Galloway - Mull of Kintyre, 

09014 737 472

Sea Area: Malin

Lifeboat

All Weather: Troon

Helicopter

Prestwick

Maritime Rescue Centre

Clyde, 01475 729988

GuideRiver Ayr - South Ayrshire End
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Chris Harvey pulls an aerial.
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World Kayak Surfing Championships
My first ever international surf event did not, in all honesty, start well 

as we arrived in our campervan to find the promised facilities for those 
who were camping rather lacking. However, once the party started after 
the parade of participants through the town and a display of traditional 
Basque dancing, an excited atmosphere took over this small Basque 
town. Despite living on a carpark for 2 weeks, I found myself thrilled to 
be part of this international event, meeting surf kayakers from all over 
the world, even from as far as Japan and Australia!

Seventeen countries attended this championships in the Basque 
region of northern Spain with the competition held on a beach 
break at Bakio and at the infamous left breaks of Mundaka. Only 9 
teams managed to field full teams, which had to include men, juniors, 
ladies and masters in short boat (open) and long boat (international) 
categories. The world championships included a team and an individual 
competition and I was delighted to be part of the England team as well 
as competing as an individual in the ladies short boat class.

Team and individual competitions were run with heats of four 
competitors in timed surfs for 19 minutes with a panel of judges 
watching from a judging tower. Competitors were scored for a 
maximum of 10 waves in the 19 minutes and were scored on the take 
off, the number and success of manœuvres on the wave and the length 
of ride. My main aim was generally to stay alive, throw a few turns if 
I could and remember to keep my eyes open and my mouth shut! In 
general, though, the standard of competitors was very high and it was 
awe inspiring watching what some of these paddlers could do in the 
surf.

The 10 day event started with the individual preliminary rounds at 
Bakio. With so many men entering the high performance class, anyone 
who was attending a first world event had to get through these initial 
stages. With only 24 women entered in the short boat class I at least 
got straight into the main rounds on day 2. Two from each heat went 
through to the next round and although I was knocked out of the first 
round it was by Roberta Borsari of Brazil and Devon Barker of the US 
who are both seasoned international surfers. I was pleased that I was 
only 3.5 points behind them in 3rd place and that I didn’t swim!

After a couple of days of small surf the forecast was for it to pick up 
so the World Surf Kayak Committee, who run these world events in 
partnership with the local host team, decided that as the team event was 
more important we should switch to the team rounds for the predicted 
bigger surf. The team event was run over two rounds which took about 
a day per round and then four teams qualified for the final day. After the 
first two rounds surfing at Bakio and Mundaka in conditions that varied 
from short steep beach breaks to the long rides of Mundaka at the 
mouth of the River Gernika, England, the local Basque team, Jersey and 
Northern Ireland all made it through.

The finals were held at Mundaka, which can be a ser iously 
intimidating barrelling wave, and paddlers and support teams were 
noticeably quieter on the final day than they previously had been as 
nerves set in. The Basque team quickly took the lead, showing their 
local knowledge of the Mundaka wave and, after dominating many 
classes throughout the day, it was no surprise that they comfortably 
won 1st place. Jersey and Northern Ireland were placed joint 2nd and 
England 4th just 2 points behind. To break the tie for 2nd place the 
organizers look back to the number of 1st places that were achieved 
through the final day heats but both teams had the same number! 
Therefore, Northern Ireland just pipped Jersey at the post for 2nd 
place as they had just one more 2nd place in the heats than Jersey, a nail 
biting time for all as the counting went on! Wales were placed 7th and 
Scotland 9th although Scotland won a special prize for the best team 
spirit and partying!

With the team event done, the individual semis and finals were then 
held, subject to where and when the best waves were, and British teams 
also did well in the individual competition. Scotland’s Tracy Sherrington 
won the women’s international class and Jersey’s Ailsa McDougal and 
Northern Ireland’s Erica Chisholm came 3rd and 4th respectively. 
Ailsa also took 4th place in the women’s open final. The masters open 
final saw Simon Hammond from England coming 2nd and in the 
men’s open class Chris Harvey from Jersey came 3rd. The master’s 
international class saw England’s Gary Adcock come 3rd and Richard 

Sherrington takes women’s international title

The Bakio beach dump.

Simon Hammond in characteristic pose.



Sam Davenport hovers on the lip.
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Hobson from Northern Ireland come 4th. In the open international 
men’s competition Darren Bason from England took 3rd place and 
Johnny Bingham from Northern Ireland took 4th.

The British juniors almost wiped the board with very impressive 
performances. David Speller from Jersey won the open finals with Sam 
Davenport from England and Chris Hobson from Northern Ireland 
coming 2nd and 4th respectively. In the junior international finals Chris 
Hobson took 1st place, Corrin King came 2nd and Alan Knox 3rd, all 
from Northern Ireland.

The grand masters open finals saw Kevin Quinn from Northern 
Ireland in 1st place, Phil Carpenter from Wales in 2nd and England’s 
Steve Davenport, Andrew Hawker and Peter Day in 3rd, 4th and 5th 
places. In the international class final Malcolm Pearcey from England 
took 4th place.

The men’s individual finals were due to be held on the last day but at 
the last minute were postponed until the day after the closing ceremony 

owing to a lack of surf! The poor finalists had to take it easy at the party 
when most of us had an excellent night out, swapping surfing stories 
and enjoying the local hostelries. This postponement was, in fact, an 
excellent decision as the next day saw bright sunshine and the biggest, 
cleanest waves of the championships. We were all treated to Bakio at its 
very best! 8 ft + waves peeled towards the rocks on the river end of the 
bay, giving spectators, photographers and film crews a fantastic view of 
what was probably the best ever final of a surf kayak championships. It 
was a real treat to see the kind of surfing that inspires us to train harder 
and come back in the future at a higher level.

As well as being successful in their surfing, British teams also showed 
excellent team spirit, giving even the Americans a real run for their 
money with the support that was given in cheering team members 
on. There was also an impressive level of sportsmanship shown by all 
nations, from helping swimmers of any nationality back into their boats 
to cheering the best rides of the day and for anyone who survived 

Philip Watson at the foot of the wall.
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BWSA demise
Following a period of decline, the BWSA are changing from being 

an association to an online club. Changes in legislation have made it 
increasingly difficult to get insurance. The BWSA are now affiliating to 
the BCU, which will give members 3rd party insurance at 40% less than 
they were paying previously, but they will not be BCU members. The 
BCU will provide coaching support but will not govern the BWSA or 
run contests. Off the Lip has ceased and the BWSA will no longer run 
contests, either, but will support those who wish to do so. They will 
concentrate on international relations, world and European events and 
social gatherings. More people are needed to help run the BWSA if it is 
to survive.

Artificial reef under construction
The world’s fourth artificial reef, the first outside Australasia, is being 

built to the east of Boscombe pier. It will be 220m off the shoreline, 
cover 1ha and be submerged. It will use geotextile sandbags up to 70m 
x 6m x 2m high, weighing up to 2,500t, from Australia, and be laid on 
a webbing base from New Zealand. Completion is expected in the 
autumn, weather permitting. Cost is expected to be £1,400,000 but it 
should create much business in the area.Chris Ollivier at Mundaka.
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ShW: 1 V Bertrand, Canada, 46.5. 2 T Rogerson, USA, 34.5. 3 D Barker, USA, 32.5. ShJ: 1 D 
Speller, Jersey, 54.0. 2 S Davenport, England, 45.0. 3 I Agirrezabala, Basque, 38.5. ShO: 1 R 
Sage, USA, 67.5. 2 S Morley, USA, 61.5. 3 C Harvey, Jersey, 60.0. ShMas: 1 S Morley, USA, 
58.0. 2 S Hammond, England, 57.5. 3 T Carreto, Basque, 37.5. ShGM: 1 K Quinn, NI, 87.0. 
2 P Carpenter, Wales, 63.0. 3 S Davenport, England, 57.0. 4 A Hawker, England, 54.0. 5 P Day, 
England, 33.5. LgW: 1 T Sherrington, Scotland, 36.0. 2 J Riser, USA, 36.0. 3 A McDougal, 
Jersey, 22.0. LgJ: 1 C Hobson, NI, 57.5. 2 C King, NI, 46.2. 3 A Knox, NI, 42.0. 4 P Watson, 
England, 39.5. LgO: 1 L Kelleher, Eire, 75.0. 2 E Etxeberria, Basque, 70.5. 3 D Bason, England, 
62.5. LgMas: 1 B Johnson, USA, 52.0. 2 D Judson, USA, 51.0. 3 G Adcock, England, 49.5. 
LgGM: 1 R Fulcher, USA, 52.5. 2 B Johnson, USA, 49.0. 3 R Starr, USA, 41.0. 4 M Pearcey, 
England. T: 1 Basque. 2 NI. 3 Jersey. 4 England.

a huge wipe out. At Mundaka we saw 6 ft + men and their boats 
completely disappear as the waves closed out on them!

This trip was an amazing experience and I am delighted to have 
been part of it. There are some very talented surf kayakers out there 
and we saw some very impressive performances. However, it should be 
said that this still a minority sport and very highly accessible to anyone 
who wants to get involved. From the moment I attended my first 
competition in a plastic Ina Zone last year I was encouraged to move 
on to a high performance boat, join development days and then join the 
England team for the 2007 world event.

Each region in Britain now has a committee who are dedicated to 
encouraging more paddlers to surf and also to set up more training 
events to develop this challenging and exciting sport. If you are interested 
in finding out more about the surfing in your region then please get in 
contact with the surf kayak committees via e-mail, commitee@bcusurf.
org.uk. Competitions go on all over the UK and abroad all year and 
details of the competitions can be found at www.bcusurf.org. Training 
has already begun for the 2009 world championships which will be held 
in Peniche, Portugal, when we hope it will be a British team who will 
come home with the coveted 1st place in the team event!
Jenny Long

Darren Bason reaches for the turn on Bakio’s fine surf.

Flying the Saltire in smaller but still respectable surf.
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Freemantle where he did not want to be in front of the spectators.

K1WJ: 1 Z Hegyi, Magyarország, 1:34:18.325. 2 E Havas, Magyarország, 1:34:19.333. 
3 J Walker, GB, 1:34:20.473. 5 C Spencer, GB, 1:35:39.163. K1W: 1 A Hemmings, GB, 
1:55:59.331. 2 R Csay, Magyarország, 1:56:06.705. 3 M Santos, España, 1:56:17.589. 
16 H Mason, GB, 2:04:41.100. K1MJ: 1 G van der Walt, S Africa, 1:25:02.466. 2 E Star, 
Danmark, 1:25:13.740. 3 B Watkins, Ireland, 1:25:16.926. 4 T Hide, GB, 1:25:40.950. 
K1M: 1 E Merchan, España, 2:05:03.099. 2 M Busto, España, 2:05:03.855. 3 A Jambor, 
Magyarország, 2:07:08.127. 15 S Fennemore, GB, 2:12:01.143. K2WJ: 1 Dira/Hegyi, 
Magyarország, 1:26:53.692. 2 Krauzová/Vichová, Ceska, 1:27:52.810. 3 King/Walker, GB, 
1:27:58.546. K2W: 1 Lolk/Hansen, Danmark, 1:44:36.262. 2 Csay/Faldum, Magyarország, 
1:44:47.182. 3 Mocke/Eray, S Africa, 1:44:48.418. 5 Hemmings/Sawers, GB, 1:46:29.278. 
12 Taylor/Negus, GB, 1:54:12.630. K2MJ: 1 Pelvi/Peter, Magyarország, 1:19:05.386. 2 
Gal/Molnar, Magyarország, 1:19:11.698. 3 Cubelos/Cubelos, España, 1:19:21.502. 6 Beer/
Pendle, GB, 1:21:46.150. K2M: 1 Busto/Aizpurua, España, 1:55:57.061. 2 Guerrero/Alonso, 
España, 1:55:57.655. 3 Boresok/Salgo, Magyarország, 1:58:27.265. 10 Sawers/Johnson, GB, 
2:01:10.603.
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Hemmings retains world title
World Championships

It was a memorable weekend of 
racing for Anna Hemmings as she 
won her sixth world champion’s 
title in the women’s K1. The world 
championships took place between 
7th and 9th September in Györ, 
Hungary. It was an extremely close 
win with seven countries all close 
to the finish line but it was Anna 
who surged forward, determined 
to grab gold, which she did in 
a time of 1.55.59! Defending her 
title as world champion is a fantastic 
accomplishment for the 30 year 
from Surrey who made a dramatic 
comeback to the sport two years ago after taking time off and bravely 
overcoming Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.

Anna paddled exceptionally well considering the heavy rainfall 
in the previous days. (Over 3 in of rain fell in 3 days.) With the 
portages flooded, Anna, who is renowned for breaking away from the 
competition at the portages, had to change her tactics.

The following day in the K2 Anna went out to win a second gold 
with her partner, Louisa Sawers. The start of the race was tough with 
the boat getting stuck in trees owing to the swelling river; despite their 
best efforts to rejoin the leaders the pair could not make up the minute 
they lost and came 5th.

It is a disappointing result for Anna and Louisa, who were very 
capable of winning the race, but the challenging conditions will be a 
learning curve for the pair.

Louisa Sawers was the defending double junior world champion in 
marathon racing for K1 and K2, winning both titles in 2006. Louisa, a 
19 year old from Weybridge, is also in the senior squad for the Olympic 
discipline of flat water racing and is an essential member of the K4 
crew. Anna has also made a successful entry on the flat water scene, 
competing in the European and world championships, achieving two 
top ten positions!

Anna Hemmings was not the only athlete to win a medal. Jessica 
Walker (17 years old) from Middlesex took bronze in the junior K1. She 
also took bronze alongside Amoret King (16 years old) from Reading 
in the junior K2. Jessica won gold in the junior and U23 European 
flat water championships and she and Amoret took silver at the same 
championships. This is a fantastic result for Jessica and Amoret, who have 
had an incredibly successful season!

This has been a truly inspiring world championships with significant 
achievements for all of the athletes!
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

No Elmbridge in men’s K2 results
National Championships

The national championships returned to Wokingham Canoe Club’s 
site on the Thames at Earley and drew a large entry but few overseas 
paddlers except the Irish to this international race. After weeks of bad 
weather the sun did appear to accompany further showers. There was a 
strong wind downstream on Saturday, easing on Sunday, when the water 
had also dropped a little.

Smartest club were Norwich in their green tops, having previously 
claimed that we need to improve our image to attract more people into 
the sport. Some of the racing was to be less smart, however.

The regatta course was not used this time. Despite being funded for 
rowing and canoeing, its use is being restricted to elite rowers. Instead 
there were up to 4 laps of a river course with an artificial portage in 
front of the clubhouse.

A fallen tree near the lower turn at Sonning appeared to offer a faster 
line past its roots but this was not the case. Two people swam here and 
there was some boat damage in the first group of racers. There was also a 
collision on one bend between upstream and downstream groups so the 
organizers stationed someone there to warn about racers approaching 
round the bend, as well as powered craft using the river.

The main interest of Saturday was in the assessment races, particularly 
the senior men. After the first turn the lead group consisted of Andy and 
Tom Daniels, Farrell, Lawler, Johnson and Brown with Irish racer Pierce, 
Williams and Fennemore just out of contact. Brown retired early, having 
concentrated on sprint this year. At the end of the first portage Lawler 
capsized. He was suffering a dead leg, the first time it had ever happened 
to him although he was aware of others who had had the problem. He 
caught up but after the second Sonning turn Farrell, Johnson and Andy 
Daniels had clear water from Lawler and Tom Daniels. A lap later the 
pace was fairly relaxed and Williams and Fennemore were closing on 
the lead group. To prevent this, Andy Daniels made a break opposite 
the portage. His brother was dropped and was left with the Wey duo. 
The third portage was a carve up. Williams caught a post and dropped 

A determined Ivan Lawler leads Andy Daniels through the portage.



Sawers leads Mason towards the line in the real ladies’ K1 race.
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his boat, Fennemore also got dropped and Johnson got away first with 
Andy Daniels, leaving the others behind. Farrell and Lawler retired in 
succession to deplete Elmbridge’s interest in the race. At the line it was 
Daniels who was able to pull clear for a 5 second win from Johnson, the 
two Wey paddlers being a minute back.

The ladies’ race saw Hemmings break away at the third portage 
and pull nearly 3 minutes clear. The real race was between Sawers 
and Mason, Sawers just holding off to the line. Next placed was Laui 
Belcher, over from Australia, it being a few years since her parents were 
contesting these races.

The men’s C1 saw Badelek win over 5 minutes clear of veteran 
Martin, the two finishers.

Rutherford narrowly beat Hide in the under 18 men’s final sprint but 
Spencer won the under 18 ladies after paddling the race alone.

Kent, Foster, Pendle, Kelly and Swallow made the initial running in 
the over 44 men, these first two quickly falling by the wayside. During 

the next lap Pendle was also dropped, Kelly holding off Swallow in the 
final sprint.

The corresponding ladies’ race had Pendle, Chapman and Ashley 
getting clear of Childers, again Pendle falling back and Chapman going 
out alone for a substantial win.

Some of the under 16s were racing in the under 18 assessment. Of 
those who remained, Simmons, Terry and Childers broke well clear of 
the rest of the field. The Wey pair abandoned Simmons, Terry holding 
off Childers on the line.

Sunday was doubles day. The over 54s were led away by Skellern/
Parker, Nadal/Parker, Greenham/Somerset and Howie/Ince, dropping 
down to Skellern/Parker and Greenham/Somerset at the bottom end of 
the course. The Worcester pair steadily pulled away for a win of nearly 
half a minute. There was no corresponding ladies’ race.

If it was the senior men’s K2 race which was expected to provide the 
interest it did not disappoint in the least. Brown/Schofield led the pack 

Andy Daniels wash hangs Johnson.

Anna Hemmings in a class of her own.



Team colour coordination at its best. The Smith sisters from Basingstoke Canal Canoe Club..
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Smith of Chelmsford surrounded by veterans Kelly, Swallow and Pendle.

Brian Greenham, a veteran from the host club. C1 winner Badelek.



Hemmings/Sawers and bungee lead Mason/Hawkey, King/Walker and Taylor/Negus.
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for the first kilometre. Johnson/Sawers, Farrell/Daniels, Daniels/Cox 
and Brown/Schofield led through the first portage, Simmons/Spencer 
trailing and then Swallow/Kelly and Lawler/Doyle, some unusual 
positioning. Lawler thought so as well and retired, as did Brown/
Schofield, leaving an uncharacteristic shortage of green at the front. 
Coming back upstream, Johnson/Sawers led Daniels/Cox and Farrell/
Daniels with Simmons/Spencer tagging along. Farrell/Daniels led the 
second portage but a messy launch saw all the boats being held up, 
allowing Simmons/Spencer to close the gap. Commentator Steve Harris 
awarded it the Noddy prize for the worst portage but he was premature 
as there was to be greater claim later. Simmons/Spencer were to slip 
back again. At the third portage Farrell/Daniels did not think clearly 
and were blocked at the take out and prevented from landing by the 
other two boats. The antics came to a head near the final turn. Farrell/
Daniels complained that Johnson/Sawers had rammed them from one 
side, crossed behind them and then rammed them from the other side, 
holing their boat and sinking them. The outcome was a disqualification 
for Johnson/Sawers, still being selected for the team despite the lack of 
a finishing time, putting across a worrying message about the official 
attitude to sportsmanship. There were no Elmbridge paddlers at all in 
the results, something which has probably not happened in this class 
since the club was formed. Instead, Daniels/Cox took a clear win from 
Simmons/Spencer. There were four veteran paddlers in the next three 

boats, another unwelcome reflection on the current state of British 
marathon.

It was clear that Hemmings/Sawers would have no difficulty in the 
ladies’ race so they placed a bungee round their hull to add drag and 
make it a bit more of a challenge. After a lap they still had the company 
of Mason/Hawkey, King/Walker and Taylor/Negus, the last being 
dropped during the next lap while Hemmings/Sawers began to open 
up the gap which was to increase to 1 min 40 secs by the finish.

Wells/Middlehurst led the over 44s from the start. At the first and 
only portage the order was Pendle/Kent and Wells/Middlehurst then 
Swadling/Oughton and Greenham/Daniels then Willis/Rance with the 
rest out of sight. While they were relaunching, the real Noddy portage 
was undertaken by Welch/Mainprize in the under 16s, who ran up and 
threw their boat in on top of everybody else, with the combined results 
that the air turned blue and they holed it so they were out of the race. 
After they had calmed down, Pendle/Kent forged ahead for a win of 45 
seconds.

Meanwhile, back in the under 16s the win went to Hampton/
Connelly. Childers/Terry capsized 100m from the finish and attempted 
to swim over the line ahead of Colyer/Lambert, a minute back. This 
was rather an academic exercise as they needed to be in their boat on 
crossing the line to achieve a result. Swimming to the bank would have 
offered them a chance.

Lightning races encouraged the next generation of competitors. Schofield/Brown still in the running.

Johnson/Sawers blocked out of the portage by Cox/Daniels and Farrell/Daniels.



Green/Danes with their usual selection of toys.
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Parker/Skellern winning the over 54 doubles..

Pendle/West lead Wells/Middlehurst in the over 44 doubles.

Over 44 C2 winners Brett/Surrage.



Childerstone and Pendle were the over 44 ladies winners.

Churnside and Collins winning the ladies’ under 16 race. You wouldn’t pick those paddles by accident.

Childerstone and Croucher took the ladies’ under 14 race.
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Parker of Chelmsford Canoe Club.
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K1LU10: 1 A Martin, Richmond, 24:55. 2 R Killip, Richmond, 24:58. 3 M de Ferrer, Elmbridge, 
25:30. K1LU12: 1 A Wignall, Runcorn, 24:13. 2 E Ricketts, Anker Valley, 24:18. 3 E Tonner, 
Lincoln, 24:59. K1LU14: 1 K Trotter, Elmbridge, 34:00. 2 H Childerstone, Wey, 34:21.
3 N Smith, Basingstoke Canal, 34:42. K1LU16: 1 L Ferguson, Banbury, 1:07:48. 2 J Collins, 
Reading, 1:08:32. 3 S Holmes, Worcester, 1:09:08. 4 J Illidge, Runcorn, 1:09:47. 5 K Williams, 
Elmbridge, 1:10:36. 6 A Churnside, Reading, 1:11:38. 7 S Rooney, Banbury, 1:13:33.
8 L Hussey, Leighton Buzzard, 1:14:02. 9 E Magniny, Banbury, 1:16:24. 10 E Linnell, Norwich, 
1:33:16. K1LU18: 1 C Spencer, Hereford, 1:39:11. 2 O Churchill, Royal, 1:42:32.
3 K Hall, Richmond, 1:42:53. K1L: 1 A Hemmings, Elmbridge, 2:07:27. 2 L Sawers, Elmbridge, 
2:10:42. 3 H Mason, Nottingham, 2:10:43. 5 B Schofield, Norwich, 2:15:40. 6 F Hunter, 
Norwich, 2:21:59. 7 M Dilai, Runcorn, 2:28:34. 8 S Rippington, Wokingham, 2:30:55.
9 L Linnell, Norwich, 2:44:27. K1LO34: 1 S Hawthorn, Worcester, 1:55:24. 2 A Cooper, 
Reading, 1:57:49. 3 S Pike, Lincoln, 2:03:23. K1LO44: 1 M Chapman, Kirkcaldy, 1:14:20.
2 J Ashley, Chester, 1:17:52. 3 A Childerstone, Wey, 1:19:19. K1MU10: 1 F Jarrett, 
Wokingham, 24:36. 2 J Westwood, Leighton Buzzard, 25:27. 3 J Bowley, Burton, 26:07. 
K1MU12: 1 D Foley, Leighton Buzzard, 24:11. 2 T Stanway, Chelmsford, 24:20. 3 J Missen, 
Bradford-on-Avon, 24:22. K1MU14: 1 J Tye, Worcester, 31:25. 2 J Webster, Bradford-on-Avon, 
32:08. 3 T Deacon, Addlestone, 32:11. 4 M Clive, Gailey, 33:59. 5 C Welch, Wey, 34:11.
6 J Thomas, Elmbridge, 34:13. 7 J Fitzpatrick, Bishop's Stortford, 34:13. 8 A Hicks, Norwich, 
35:13. 9 M Bowley, Burton, 35:23. 10 A Loveday, Elmbridge, 35:44. 11 A Mahmoud, Ealing, 
35:49. 12 B Colyer, Reading, 36:44. 13 R Cave, Worcester, 37:35. 14 T Shiel, Elmbridge, 
37:53. 15 J Childerstone, Wey, 38:01. 16 B Killip, Richmond, 38:06. 17 J Henman, Richmond, 
38:07. K1MU16: 1 M Childerstone, Wey. 2 D Terry, Wey, 59:30. 3 T Simmons, Bradford-on-
Avon, 59:41. 4 M Welch, Wey, 1:02:34. 5 O Gibson, Royal, 1:02:42. 6 `T Mainprize, Reading, 
1:02:55. 7 K Gaul, Leicester, 1:02:57. 8 M Connelly, Leicester, 1:03:16. 9 M Lambert, Wey, 
1:04:25. 10 M Hampton, Leicester, 1:05:20. 11 A Carson, Elmbridge, 1:06:42. 12 J Leitch, 
Leighton Buzzard, 1:07:02. 13 D Colyer, Reading, 1:07:17. 14 T Muller, Cokethorpe School, 
1:07:34. 15 M Wilkes, Chelmsford, 1:07:41. 16 S Willis, Southampton, 1:08:17. 17 J Stone, 
Banbury, 1:09:02. 18 M McLean, Banbury, 1:09:29. K1MU18: 1 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 
1:29:07. 2 T Hide, Addlestone, 1:29:08. 3 R Beer, Elmbridge, 1:29:45. 4 T Pendle, Norwich, 
1:32:45. 5 S Freeman, Exeter, 1:32:51. 6 D Barber, Elmbridge, 1:33:14. 7 T Sharpe, Exeter, 
1:34:08. 8 P Thorogood, Elmbridge, 1:34:11. 9 D Slight, Leighton Buzzard, 1:37:11. 10 S 
Rainey, Leaside, 1:37:12. 11 J Atwill, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:38:32. 12 P Yates, Wey, 1:38:45.
13 M White, Leighton Buzzard, 1:41:59. 14 A Jordan, Maidstone, 1:42:00. 15 S Patterson, 
Kirkcaldy, 1:44:11. 16 R Taylor, Chelmsford, 1:46:44. 17 J Young, Bishop's Stortford, 1:47:52. 
18 M Mills, Leaside, 1:49:20. K1M: 1 A Daniels, Reading, 1:57:14. 2 N Johnson, Elmbridge, 
1:57:19. 3 S Fennemore, Wey, 1:58:21. 4 R Williams, Wey, 1:58:23. 5 T Daniels, Reading, 
2:00:07. 6 J Boyton, Royal, 2:02:32. 7 G O'Reagan, Royal, 2:02:54. 8 C Sears, Reading, 
2:03:19. 9 J Mayers, Runcorn, 2:04:16. 10 I Wynne, Royal, 2:04:19. 11 R Golder, Nottingham, 
2:07:27. 12 D Pedlar, Worcester, 2:07:42. 13 D Du Toit, Richmond, 2:07:43. 14 R Baker, 
Nottingham, 2:12:54. 15 R Meyer, Nottingham, 2:13:00. K1.2: 1 O Peake, Bradford-on-Avon, 
1:30:12. 2 I Clark, Nottingham, 1:31:14. 3 R Lewis, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:31:23. 4 R Golder, 
Nottingham, 1:31:30. 5 D Du Toit, Richmond, 1:32:32. 6 S Fennemore, Wey, 1:34:13.
7 D Seaford, Reading, 1:35:35. 8 M Martin, Leighton Buzzard, 1:38:16. 9 D Slight, Leighton 
Buzzard, 1:38:17. K1.3: 1 D Miller, Exeter, 1:34:39. 2 E Shaw, Royal, 1:34:40. (D O'Drisceoil, 
Salmon Leap, 1:34:41.) 3 L Belcher, I, 1:35:53. 4 J Hinves, Southampton, 1:35:54.
5 C Fleeson, Anker Valley, 1:41:09. 6 A Guy, Leighton Buzzard, 1:44:20. K1.4: (L McCarthy, 
Salmon Leap, 1:03:04.) 1 J Tye, Worcester, 1:03:05. 2 J Sealey, Reading, 1:04:21. 3 P Wilkes, 
Chelmsford, 1:04:22. 4 J Drummond, Reading, 1:04:55. 5 M Walsh, Wey, 1:04:58. 6 M Mills, 
Leaside, 1:04:59. 7 S Hughes, Hereford, 1:05:01. 8 P Appleby, Wokingham, 1:05:19. 9 O Lang, 
Reading, 1:05:34. 10 T Lodge, Bristol, 1:07:22. 11 K Sanders, Griffon, 1:07:24. 12 N Mason, 
Nottingham, 1:07:33. 13 S Davies, Worcester, 1:08:04. 14 S White, Leighton Buzzard, 1:09:38. 
15 C Sillitoe, Leighton Buzzard, 1:12:19. K1.5: 1 J Leitch, Leighton Buzzard, 1:06:13.
2 R Taylor, Chelmsford, 1:07:10. 3 N Britnell, Falcon, 1:07:57. K1.6: 1 A Murphy, Leighton 
Buzzard, 1:08:43. 2 G Mullins, Wey, 1:11:01. 3 C Luck, Wey, 1:11:02. K1.7: 1 A Yule, 
Norwich, 35:24. 2 A Mahmoud, Ealing, 35:33. 3 C Tuplin, Norwich, 35:37. K1.8: (S McCarthy, 
Salmon Leap, 35:31.) 1 T Potterton, Reading, 36:48. 2 G Rix, Norwich, 36:55. 3 A Chemiel, 
Nottingham, 36:56. 4 A Cayford, Bishop's Stortford, 37:19. 5 L Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 
37:36. 6 A Murphy, Banbury, 37:48. 7 N Patterson, Kirkcaldy, 37:50. 8 S Flynn, Banbury, 
37:57. 9 D Murphy, Banbury, 38:00. 10 B Goodlad, Leighton Buzzard, 38:22. 11 R Lipscombe, 
Wey, 38:24. 12 H Parker, Nottingham, 38:32. 13 D O'Byrne, Reading, 38:36. 14 B Walker, 
Nottingham, 38:47. 15 A Childers, Wey, 39:02. 16 N Garside, Leighton Buzzard, 39:10.
17 M Butler, Falcon, 39:12. 18 S Pike, Lincoln, 39:18. K1.9: 1 N Kirschstein-Smith, Reading, 
38:21. 2 D Campbell, Leighton Buzzard, 38:59. 3 R Parker, Nottingham, 39:04.
K1MO34: 1 S West, Worcester, 1:32:08. 2 S Dark, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:32:09. 3 R Lewis, 
Bradford-on-Avon, 1:32:26. K1MO44: 1 A Kelly, Kendal, 1:00:59. 2 M Swallow, Chester, 
1:01:00. 3 D Pendle, Norwich, 1:02:16. 4 R Kent, Southampton, 1:03:11. 5 D Flynn, Taunton, 
1:03:12. 6 B Greenham, Reading, 1:03:18. 7 R Avery, Macclesfield, 1:04:20. 8 G Swadling, 
Nottingham, 1:05:23. 9 S Willis, Southampton, 1:06:11. 10 G Illidge, Runcorn, 1:06:19.
11 A Worth, Exeter, 1:06:39. 12 N Daniels, Reading, 1:07:05. 13 T Scott, Norwich, 1:08:57.
14 A Nevitt, Worcester, 1:10:41. 15 T Potterton, Reading, 1:15:24. 16 A Hicks, Norwich, 
1:16:53. 17 N Davies, Hereford, 1:19:12. 18 S Heald, Castlegate, 1:19:37. 19 J Martin, 
Basingstoke Canal, 1:20:28. K1MO54: 1 B Greenham, Reading, 30:51. 2 R Avery, 
Macclesfield, 31:03. 3 C Skellern, Worcester, 32:38. C1U16: 1 A Cayford, Bishop's Stortford, 
1:24:08. C1: 1 J Badelek, Wey, 2:52:12. 2 S Martin, Richmond, 2:57:42.
K2LU14: 1 Childerstone/Croucher, Wey, 31:26. 2 Illinesi/Hanlon, Elmbridge, 31:29.
3 Trotter/de Ferrer, Elmbridge, 31:51. K2LU16: 1 Churnside/Collins, Reading, 1:03:00. 

The whole event was well run by Wokingham in variable weather 
conditions. One problem that does remain to be resolved is having 
numbers of under 16 and under 23 paddlers racing up a level for 
selection. National class titles become meaningless if the best are racing 
in other divisions and do not qualify.

Under 18 C2 winners Bonham/Seaman.

Liz Oxtoby of Leighton Buzzard Canoe Club.



EA will allow portages to continue
The EA are to allow running portages to continue in marathons on 

the Thames. However, they require to be told in advance, with times.

Exe Descent fatality
I never did get to race the popular Exe Descent although I have 

paddled the course on a non race day. The race always clashed with 
something on the WWR calendar. The year I arranged the latter, I made 
sure there was no clash. I put in my entry, to find there had been a glut 
of extra entries from wild water racers and they were full.

After 35 years, the race has gone the way of the Exe Estuary Race, 
also run by Exeter Canoe Club (which I did contest several times), 
killed by the unacceptable level of risk to the organizers should there 
be a serious accident, not the only organizers inside or outside canoeing 
to have to close a popular event for this reason. Does the local Express 
& Echo, which has given the race a hard time, feel success at what has 
been achieved? There is a possibility of a tour on the Exe in place of 
the race And there may be new marathon races run in the Exeter area 
in the summer as it is a central location for the West Country. Sadly, one 
of Britain’s most popular canoeing events is no more and one wonders 
who benefits. Dennis Walls writes:

Exeter Canoe Club is sad to announce that it no longer will be 
involved in organizing the Exe Descent. This decision has not been 
taken lightly and is the culmination of a number of factors.

Several years ago we undertook a full risk assessment on our event 
and it has been noted that in many ways we have not been able to 
satisfactorily mitigate the risks.

As a small club we have had to rely on other clubs from the area to 
assist especially with the provision of  safety cover. This invariably means 
that volunteers are being asked to stand on a river bank in November, 
often in the water and certainly in the cold and often wet weather. It 
has noticeably been more difficult in recent years to obtain this sort of 
help; indeed, in recent years we have been badly let down when groups 
who had promised assistance withdrew at short notice.

We estimate that we need somewhere in the region of 80 to 
100 people to man the various ‘hotspots’ along the river as well as 
somewhere in the region of another 40 people to assist as marshals and 
traffic stewards, to say nothing of the actual  organizing team.

The main members of the organizing team are not prepared to put 
themselves in the ‘firing line’ and think the risks are far from justifiable. 
Last year a simple capsize incident at the Flower Pots Weir resulted in 
awkward questions being asked about safety in our local newspaper! All 
this in the last couple of years when, after all, the water levels have not 
been that high. We worry what might happen if we have higher water 
levels.

Away from safety it has become more difficult to organize the events 
as the areas around the start, the finish and along the course have 
become more developed and in places very overgrown. Many of the 
weirs which have always been the attraction of the event are becoming 
worn and damaged and in some places are now downright dangerous.

We are also concerned that the general level of paddling ability is 
somewhat decreasing. We have always attracted some very competent 
and capable paddlers but the success of our event has also attracted a 
number of paddlers who should never be on the water. Again we worry 
what might happen if the water levels should be high.

Over the years the Exe Descent has been very good to Exeter Canoe 
Club and we are grateful to all those clubs and organizations that have 
supported us over the years as well as to the various companies that have 
sponsored our event.

Should you require to paddle the Exe, please note there is an 
agreement and that before paddling you should contact the access 
officer, Mr Adam Box, Roydon, Alexandra Rd, Crediton EX17 2DZ, 
sending a SAE.

Abingdon race proves a success
A new race on the Ock and Thames in Abingdon had classes in 

different groups for Wavehoppers and playboats. Racers started in pairs 
at 30 second intervals, the course taking in fallen trees and a small 
weir. Competitors came from Abingdon and Oxford and the event was 
declared a success.

Longest marathon
The Yukon 1000, starting on Jul 20th 2009, will run 1,600km from 

Whitehorse, over twice the length of the Yukon River Quest, and is 
expected to take over a week for the leaders. Instead of having manned 
checkpoints, each boat will carry a SPoT transmitter and report several 
times daily.

Old timers step down
Duncan Blyth has finally been demoted from Division 1. He was the 

last remaining of those in the division when David Train introduced the 
divisional system in the order of 30 years ago.

Also retiring is Peter Jones, a prominent member of the marathon 
organization in the West Midlands.

National events
The national championships will take place at Worcester over 

Aug 23rd/24th. The Hasler finals will be at Burton on Trent in late 
September.
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Jim Rossiter 
has retired as 

marathon team 
manager after an 
incredible 35 years 
in the post. He first 
became a member 
of the Marathon 

Committee in 
1970.

2 Croucher/Childerstone, Wey, 1:04:09. 3 Ferguson/Holmes, Banbury/Worcester, 1:04:33. 
K2LU18: 1 Beardsell/Hall, Coketorpe School/Richmond, 1:38:33. 2 Creamer/Wood, 
Leighton Buzzard/Banbury, 1:45:55. K2L: 1 Hemmings/Sawers, Elmbridge, 1:58:50.
2 King/Walker, Reading/Royal, 2:00:30. 3 Mason/Hawkey, Nottingham, 2:01:01.
K2LO34: 1 Dark/Colley, Bradford-on-Avon/Hereford, 1:42:19. 2 Hawthorn/Moran, 
Worcester, 1:46:52. 3 Phipps/Battison, Reading, 1:51:09. K2LO44: 1 Childerstone/Pendle, 
Wey/Norwich, 1:07:26. 2 Franklin/Hicks, Anker Valley/Norwich, 1:14:02. K2MU14: 1 
Tye/Deacon, Worcester/Addlestone, 29:39. (Mitchell/Fitzsimons, Celbridge, 30:08.) 2 Colyer/
Webster, Reading/Bradford-on-Avon, 30:49. 3 Thomas/Loveday, Elmbridge, 30:56. 4 Hicks/Rix, 
Norwich, 32:19. 5 Welch/Haws, Wey, 32:49. 6 Killip/Killip, Richmond, 33:44. 7 Connell/Shiel, 
Elmbridge, 35:19. 8 Childerstone/Haws, Wey, 36:11. 9 Bannister/Kingston, Maidstone, 37:00. 
10 Stannard/Hunt, Royal Leamington Spa, 37:03. 11 Thomas/Connell, Elmbridge, 38:37.
12 Flack/Webster, Bradford-on-Avon, 40:34. 13 Foster/Boyt, Wokingham, 42:08. 14 Harding/
Smith, Leighton Buzzard, 43:13. K2MU16: 1 Hampton/Connelly, Leicester, 57:48. 2 Colyer/
Lambert, Reading/Wey, 58:53. 3 Muller/Reif, Cokethorpe School, 1:00:11. 4 Wilkes/Duffield, 
Chelmsford, 1:03:58. 5 Walkinshaw/Brett, Bishop's Stortford, 1:04:08. 6 Stone/Joy, Banbury/
Leicester, 1:06:05. 7 Lamph/Driscoll, Wey, 1:08:39. K2MU18: 1 Terry/Childerstone, Wey, 
1:23:36. 2 Pendle/Beer, Norwich/Elmbridge, 1:23:45. 3 Sharpe/Freeman, Exeter, 1:23:46. 
4 Simmons/Gibson, Bradford-on-Avon/Royal, 1:28:02. 5 Thorogood/Thorogood, Elmbridge, 
1:29:12. 6 Jordan/Patterson, Maidstone/Kirkcaldy, 1:31:31. 7 Yates/Brooks, Wey/Cokethorpe 
School, 1:35:36. 8 Haynes/Poole, Leighton Buzzard, 1:39:25. K2M: 1 Daniels/Cox, Reading/
Wey, 1:49:27. 2 Simmons/Spencer, Wey/Hereford, 1:51:13. 3 Dark/Mayers, Bradford-on-
Avon/Runcorn, 1:54:24. K2.1/2: 1 Clark/Foulger, Nottingham, 1:31:07. 2 Folland/Blackman, 
Soar Valley, 1:31:18. K2.3/4: 1 Shelley/Clifton, Richmond, 1:28:33. 2 Shaw/Humphries, 
Royal, 1:32:12. 3 Yates/Howell, Tonbridge, 1:33:28. K2.5/6: 1  Guy/Creamer, Leighton 
Buzzard, 1:01:32. 2 Lang/Colyer, Reading, 1:02:13. 3 Lawrenson/Sims, Burton, 1:02:14. 
K2.7/8: 1 Mainprize/Simpson, Reading, 32:35. 2 Blackwell/White, Wokingham, 33:35.
3 Frankland/Wise, Reading, 33:36. K2.9: 1 Barnes/Evans, Southampton, 26:24. 2 Kirschstein-
Smith/Kirschstein-Smith, Reading, 35:51. 3 Bannister/Kingston, Maidstone, 36:34. K2MO34: 
1 West/Phillips, Worcester, 1:26:07. 2 Henson/Fieldus, Wey, 1:26:08. 3 Moran/Holmes, 
Worcester, 1:37:54. K2MO44: 1 Pendle/Kent, Norwich/Southampton, 58:28. 2 Greenham/
Daniels, Reading, 1:00:01. 3 Swadling/Oughton, Nottingham/Soar Valley, 1:01:23. K2MO54: 
1 Skellern/Parker, Worcester, 29:58. 2 Greenham/Somerset, Reading/Basingstoke Canal, 
30:23. 3 Nadal/Parker, Nottingham, 31:25. C2U18: 1 Bonham/Seaman, Wey, 1:54:36. 
C2O44: 1 Brett/Surrage, Bishop's Stortford, 1:24:59. 2 Aldam/Baker, Bishop's Stortford, 
1:30:01. 3 Green/Danes, Barking & Dagenham, 1:30:18. Club: 1 Leighton Buzzard, 1,050.
2 Reading, 883. 3 Wey, 715. 4 Elmbridge, 591. 5 Worcester, 574. 6 Nottingham, 476. 7 
Norwich, 451. 8 Banbury, 363. 9 Southampton, 347. 10 Bradford-on-Avon, 294. 11 Wokingham, 
258. 12 Richmond, 253. 13 Bishop's Stortford, 202. 14 Basingstoke Canal, 190. 15 Exeter, 
175. Royal, 175. 17 Runcorn, 144. 18 Chelmsford, 130. 19 Leicester, 127. 20 Lincoln, 125.



200m: K1W: 1 N Janics, Magyarország, 40.835. 2 A Rikala, Suomi, 41.069.
3 S Ponomarenko, Slovenija, 41.243. 8 A Hemmings, GB, 42.789. K2W: 1 Fischer/Reinhardt, 
Deutschland, 37.339. 2 Kmet'ova/Kohlova, Slovensko, 37.921. 3 Walczykiewicz/Kuczkowska, 
Polska, 38.697. 6 Coulson/Wainwright, GB, 39.329. K2M: 1 Piatrushenka/Makhneu, 
Belarus, 32.251. 2 Rauhe/Weiskötter, Deutschland, 32.597. 3 Filipovic/Zoric, Srbije, 32.993. 
K4W: 1 Deutschland, 35.459. 2 Magyarország, 35.617. 3 Srbije, 36.569. 8 GB, 37.769. 
K4M: 1 Magyarország, 30.715. 2 Srbije, 30.735. 3 Rossija, 30.913. 7 GB, 31.785.
500m: K1W: 1 K Kovacs, Magyarország, 1:48.663. 2 A Rikala, Suomi, 1:49.255.
3 K Wagner-Augustin, Deutschland, 1:49.399. 14 A Hemmings, GB. K1M: 1 A van Koeverden, 
Canada, 1:36.279. 2 T Brabants, GB, 1:36.607. 3 M Twardowski, Polska, 1:36.661.
K2W: 1 Fischer/Reinhardt, Deutschland, 1:40.275. 2 Paksy/Benedek, Magyarország, 
1:40.963. 3 Viard/Delaterre, France, 1:41.719. 12 Coulson/Wainwright, GB.

500m: K1W: 1 Z Hagyi, Magyarország, 1:51.040. 2 F Weber, Deutschland, 1:52.320.
3 M Vasylevska, Ukraina, 1:54.573. 4 J Walker, GB, 1:54.869. K1M: 1 M Gross, Deutschland, 
1:38.150. 2 R Abal Herbello, España, 1:38.860. 3 M Goble, Australia, 1:39.777.
K2W: 1 Hegyi/Csipes, Magyarország, 1:45.757. 2 Niche/Hering, Deutschland, 1:46.684.
3 Kachalova/Zhertovskaya, Rossija, 1:48.160. 5 Spencer/King, GB, 1:50.677.
K2M: 1 Yurchenko/Dyachenko, Rossija, 1:31.399. 2 Taras/Hatton, Canada, 1:31.659.
3 Burger/Kettanilatu, France, 1:31.925. K4M: 1 Rossija, 1:23.153. 2 România, 1:24.503.
3 Slovensko, 1:24.556. 8 GB, 1:25.623. 1km: K1W: 1 Z Hagyi, Magyarország, 3:59.494. 
2 A Lehaci, Österreich, 4:05.219. 3 M Vasylevska, Ukraina, 4:06.304. 17 C Spencer, GB.
K2W: 1 Csipes/Aros, Magyarország, 3:46.180. 2 Kumzáková/Vínchová, Ceská, 3:48.535.
3 Braun/Zengler, Deutschland, 3:49.210. 4 Walker/King, GB, 3:51.140. K2M: 1 Dall'Acqua/
Colombi, Italia, 3:20.090. 2 Yurenia/Bialko, Belorusse, 3:21.105. 3 Lux/Schmude, 
Deutschland, 3:21.280. 14 Ede/Haynes, GB. K4M: 1 Rossija, 2:56.957. 2 Deutschland, 
2:58.767. 3 Belorusse, 2:59.952. 11 GB.
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Gold and silver for Brabants
World Championships

The world championships 
took place between 9th and 
12th August in Duisburg, 
Germany. The regatta was of 
extra significance this year 
because it was a qualifying 
event for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympic Games. A top 7 
finish in both the 500m and 1,000m events would also secure Great 
Britain’s representation in these classes in Beijing next year.

Tim Brabants simply blew away his opposition in his K1 1,000m semi 
final and confirmed his label as a hot medal favourite for the final. A 
strong starter, Brabants got half a boat lead by 100m and built on this all 
the way through the race. He looked strong and powerful as he crossed 
the line comfortably ahead of Hungarian Zoltan Benko.

In the 500m, Brabants found it a bit tougher. Brazilian Edson Da 
Silva flew out of the blocks, as did Shaun Rubenstein (RSA). While Da 
Silva faded after 250m, Brabants pulled a little harder on his paddle to 
overtake the South African with 150m to go and took the finish line 1.2 
seconds ahead of him. His time of 1:42.2 guaranteed him an excellent 
lane draw for the 500m final.

Tim Brabants is the current European men’s K1 500m champion and 
also medalled (silver) in his more familiar distance, the 1,000m. The 30 
year old doctor from Surrey (Olympic medal winner in Sydney 2000 
and world’s fastest qualifying time in Athens 2004, finishing 5th in the 
final) has had an outstanding season, taking a medal in each of the three 
World Cup regattas.

Other athletes to make the finals included men’s K2 Jonnie Schofield 
and Ben Brown, who came second in the semi final in a time of 
1:34.575 behind the Latvians (1:34.109) 

Tim Brabants won in the men’s K1 1,000m event in a time of 
3:40.113.

It was a very close win with Canada’s Adam van Koeverden 
(3:40.675) accelerating every moment but Tim was determined to grab 
gold. It seems that when Tim has his mind set on winning, he wins, 
demonstrating his great form in the key event of the season.

A hoarse head men’s coach, Shaun Caven, said ‘When I saw there was 
a headwind today I just knew he would win.’

Performance director John Anderson said ‘Just fantastic. I knew he 
would win.’

When asked how it felt to be world champion Brabants said ‘I always 
knew it would be difficult out there today. I am really really pleased.’ and 
he went on to commend his adversaries in making it such a hard race.

Other GB athletes to make the finals included Jonnie Schofield 
and Ben Brown (men’s K2 500m A final), Abi Coulson and Lucy 
Wainwright (women’s K2 200m A and 500m B finals), Anna Hemmings 
(women’s K1 200m A and 500m B finals), Tara Nutt, Jessica Hawkey, 
Louisa Sawers and Rachel Cawthorn (women’s K4 500m B final) and 
Ed McKeever, Ed Cox, Tom Daniels and Andy Daniels (men’s K4 200m 
A and 500m B finals).

Tim Brabants took silver in the 500m event.
In the 500m final Tim was again up against the Canadian, Adam van 

Koeverden; this time it was even closer and Tim very marginally missed 
out on gold (1:36.279), taking the silver medal in a time of 1:36.607.

This is a fantastic result for Brabants, who has had an incredibly 
successful season.

This has been a truly inspiring world championships with significant 
achievements the GB team.

Great Britain contended a total of 8 A finals in these championships.
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

K2M: 1 Rauhe/Wieskötter, Deutschland, 1:27.709. 2 Piatrushenka/Makhneu, Belarus, 
1:27.873. 3 Kammerer/Kucsera, Magyarország, 1:29.527. 8 Brown/Schofield, GB, 1:31.355. 
C2: 1 Kozmann/Kolonics, Magyarország, 1:40.501. 2 Chirila/Cuculici, România, 1:40.991. 
3 Gille/Wylenzek, Deutschland, 1:41.501. 16 Lawrence/Train, GB. K4W: 1 Deutschland, 
1:37.145. 2 Magyarország, 1:37.951. 3 Polska, 1:38.103. K4M: 1 Slovensko, 1:20.045. 
2 Belarus, 1:20.733. 3 Magyarország, 1:21.651. 12 GB. 1km: K1M: 1 T Brabants, GB, 
3:40.113. 2 A van Koeverden, Canada, 3:40.675. 3 E Larsen, Norge, 3:41.645. K2M: 1 Colin/
Carre, France, 3:24.683. 2 Seroczynski/Kujawski, Polska, 3:24.891. 3 Kammerer/Kucsera, 
Magyarország, 3:26.579. 20 Farrell/Wycherley, GB. C2: 1 Gille/Wylenzek, Deutschland, 
3:46.627. 2 Torres/Aguilar, Cuba, 3:47.591. 3 Tyszynski/Baraszkiewicz, Polska, 3:48.103. 
K4W: 1 Magyarország, 3:13.625. 2 Zhongguo, 3:13.971. 3 Deutschland, 3:15.025. 7 GB, 
3:22.213. K4M: 1 Deutschland, 3:04.369. 2 Polska, 3:04.719. 3 Slovensko, 3:05.645.
17 GB. Nat: 1 Magyarország, 725. 2 Deutschland, 684. 3 Rossija, 508. 11 GB, 292.

Brabants takes World Cup 500m bronze
Gérardmer Regatta

Tim Brabants took a 
bronze medal in K1 500m 
World Cup 3 event in France. 
It’s Brabants’ first ever World 
Cup medal at this distance, 
a tremendous result for the 
doctor who has been on a 
sharp learning curve to 
develop his racing skills over 
this distance. Thirty year old 
Brabants from Nottingham 
(world championship silver medallist and European champion in 
2006 and Olympic medallist in 2000) was GB’s sole representative at 
World Cup 3 in France. With his preselection in the bag for the senior 
European and world championships, Tim took the opportunity to get 
more race practice in the World Cup series, taking on the hot racer 
of the moment, Adam Van Koeverden. Tim raced both K1 distances, 
1,000m and 500m. Despite picking up a minor injury on Thursday, 
Brabants raced his stronger event, K1 1,000m, on Friday and finished in 
5th place behind the Canadian.
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

Walker/King just miss placings in K2 1km
Junior World 
Championships

All of the athletes put 
in 100% effort and raced 
fantastically against some 
tough competition.

T h e  j u n i o r  w o r l d 
championships took place 
in Racice in the Czech Republic. Jessica Walker (17 years old) and 
Amoret King (16 years old) paddled with pride to take 4th place in the 
K2 1,000m final. Jessica and Amoret delivered a stunning race in the 
morning to make the final. Their morning’s efforts seemed to take just 
that little bit too much out of the pair so that they missed out on the 
medals by two seconds. However, this was a good performance by two 
youngsters who have more junior years left.

Elsewhere, the K4 GB team had a great race. Kristian Reeves, Tom 
Hide, Ben Parfitt and Edward Rutherford were leading the B final at 
the halfway point, only to be overhauled by the 750m mark by the 
Polish boat. They finished in 11th place overall (2nd in B final). Pip Ede 
and Ben Haynes also performed well in their K2 by coming 5th in the 
B final.
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie



500m: K1WJ: 1 J Walker, GB, 1:54.624. 2 A Lehaci, Österreich, 1:55.569. 3 Y Kachalova, 
Rossija, 1:55.794. K1WU23: 1 D Kozak, Magyarország, 1:55.897. 2 S Cicali, Italia, 
1:56.887. 3 M Paltaran, Belarus, 1:58.307. 10 S Braithwaite, GB. K1MJ: 1 B Watkins, 
Ireland, 1:41.271. 2 F Pimenta, Portugal, 1:42.321. 3 K Reeves, GB, 1:42.346.
K1MU23: 1 B Gergely, Magyarország, 1:39.554. 2 T Lubisch, Deutschland, 1:39.999.
3 P Gelle, Slovensko, 1:40.264. K2WJ: 1 Zsofia/Groholy, Magyarország, 1:46.475.
2 Kachalova/Zhertovskaya, Rossija, 1:47.010. 3 Lehaci/Bachmayer, Österreich, 1:47.175.
10 Spencer/King, GB. K2WU23: 1 Kmetova/Kohlova, Slovensko, 1:44.184.
2 Kozak/Szabo, Magyarország, 1:44.939. 3 Hormann/Zimmermann, Deutschland, 1:46.539. 
K2MJ: 1 Burger/Kettanilatu, France, 1:31.457. 2 Bialko/Yurenia, Belarus, 1:32.362.
3 Pogreban/Dyachenko, Rossija, 1:32.602. 11 Ede/Haynes, GB. K2MU23: 1 Marton/
Gergely, Magyarország, 1:30.823. 2 Straume/Rumjancevs, Lietuva, 1:31.613. 3 Brown/
Schofield, GB, 1:32.053. K4WU23: 1 Polska, 1:35.258. 2 Rossija, 1:36.778. 3 Deutschland, 
1:37.068. 4 GB, 1:37.293. K4MJ: 1 România, 1:25.804. 2 Belorus, 1:26.859. 3 Rossija, 
1:26.949. 7 GB, 1:28.299. K4MU23: 1 Rossija, 1:22.935. 2 Deutschland, 1:23.105.
3 Belarus, 1:23.440. 10 GB. 1km: K1WJ: 1 Z Dira, Magyarország, 4:03.125. 2 A Lehaci, 
Österreich, 4:04.745. 3 P Horodynska, Polska, 4:05.431. K1WU23: 1 A Nadj, Srbije, 
3:55.368. 2 S Cicali, Italia, 3:59.359. 3 A Chirila, România, 4:01.939. 14 J Hawkey, GB. 
K1MJ: 1 F Pimenta, Portugal, 3:34.139. 2 E Staer, Danmark, 3:34.579. 3 B Watkins, 
Ireland, 3:34.629. 9 T Hide, GB, 3:40.019. K1MU23: 1 C Carre, France, 3:26.282. 2 P 
Mittelstedt, Deutschland, 3:26.902. 3 E Silva, Portugal, 3:28.392. 6 P Wycherley, GB, 3:31.837. 
C1U23: 1 V Melantev, Rossija, 3:55.738. 2 E Leue, Deutschland, 3:56.468. 3 M Kruk, Polska, 
3:57.593. K2WJ: 1 Naja/Kowalczyk, Polska, 3:43.375. 2 Walker/King, GB, 3:45.580. Louisa Sawers wins the Women’s A final.
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Walker wins 500m title
European U23/J Championships

The GB team paddled 
excellently in the Junior & 
U23 European Flat Water 
Championships in Belgrade, 
Serbia, to win four medals, 
a great end to the sprinting 
season!

Jessica Walker (17 years old) 
and Amoret King (16 years 
old) were the first to win a 
medal by taking silver in the 
women’s 1,000m K2 event.

Lying in 5th place at the 
500m mark, the GB girls had an excellent pick up in the second half of 
the race to cross the line behind the Polish boat and two seconds ahead 
of the 3rd placed Danish pair.

GB coach Miklos Simons, who has been working with the pair since 
May this year, commented ‘The girls raced a very smart race today. I am 
very pleased with them.’

National junior coach David Coulson was also naturally delighted 
and said ‘This is a great result for the girls and is reward for the hard 
work they have put in’.

Jessica Walker also delivered another fantastic race by winning gold 
in Belgrade’s women’s K1 500m event. Jessica was determined to win a 
gold medal and, after the race, said ‘I knew I was going to win today’. It 
was perfect weather conditions for racing. Her winning time of 1.54.6 
is a new personal best and indicative of how this talented athlete has 
progressed under her coach, Miklos Simons. Leading at the halfway 
point, Walker had already overtaken the junior worlds bronze medal 
winner, Ukraine’s Mariya Vasyevska, and Austrian opponent Ana Roxana 
Lehaci.

Jonnie Schofield and Ben Brown also took a bronze medal in the 
U23 500m kayak double event. In their favoured lane next to the 
grandstand they gave everything as they hauled their boat over the line 
behind Hungary and Latvia. Twenty two year old Jonnie Schofield (from 
Lancashire) has only very recently switched from wild water racing to 
Olympic sprint racing. In wild water racing Jonnie has won an array 
of medals including gold at the European championships in May. In his 
first ever sprint World Cup Jonnie bagged 7th place in the K2 500m 
event alongside 21 year old Ben Brown (former junior marathon world 
champion). The pair dominated the 500m distance in the domestic 
selection regattas held in April and June, a great way to end the season 
for this new crew!

Another bronze medal was won by 18 year old Kristian Reeves in the 
men’s K1 class. He had a very strong race and was in 2nd place with 60 
metres to go but was just pipped by the Portuguese European 1,000m 
champion, Fernando Pimento, for silver. Barry Watkins of Ireland won 
gold.

Great performances all round came from the British athletes.
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

3 Larsen/Broberg, Danmark, 3:47.710. K2WU23: 1 Kozak/Szabo, Magyarország, 
3:37.173. 2 Hormann/Zimmermann, Deutschland, 3:41.688. 3 Lavrova/Sergeeva, Rossija, 
3:41.703. 4 Sawers/Cawthorn, GB, 3:41.838. K2MJ: 1 Bialko/Yurenia, Belarus, 3:16.117. 
2 Ribeiro/Castro, Portugal, 3:17.857. 3 Dell'Acqua/Colombi, Italia, 3:18.002. 10 Ede/Haynes, 
GB. K2MU23: 1 Gonczi/Holpert, Magyarország, 3:13.324. 2 Kujawski/Nowak, Polska, 
3:14.154. 3 Shkiotov/Yurchenko, Rossija, 3:15.514. 5 Brown/Schofield, GB, 3:16.799. 
K4MJ: 1 Rossija, 2:58.943. 2 Danmark, 2:59.873. 3 Italia, 3:00.923. 7 GB, 3:03.428. 
K4MU23: 1 Polska, 2:56.540. 2 România, 2:56.560. 3 Deutschland, 2:57.935. 14 GB.

We must all pull together
British Open

For the first time since the 1970s a national regatta was to be held 
away from the Holme Pierrepont course. Dorney Lake, the Eton 
course due to hold the 2012 Olympic canoeing and rowing events, 
was to host the British Open. Because many sprint paddlers come from 
the Thames valley there was hope that this would herald a new era. 
Surprisingly, it was to fall well short of requirements. ‘I never thought I 
would hear myself say that Nottingham is better,’ said sprint chairman 
Roland Lawler, who has the leading Elmbridge club conveniently close 
downstream. What went wrong?

While the Olympics were still five years off, the venue has already 
hosted the world rowing championships. You might have expected 
infrastructure to have been put in place for that event, to have had all 
the bugs taken out by 2012. Rowing is a richer sport than canoeing yet 
there are plenty of examples of significant expenditure to get canoeing 
facilities up to scratch before world championships. The grandstand for 
the first Lake Malta world championships in Poznan was completed 
the day before the opening ceremony when every other construction 
project in Poland was on hold, with further buildings added for later 
championships. As long ago as 1979 the Jonquière  slalom world 
championships in Canada saw $1,000,000 being spent on approach 
roads. I cannot recall a world sprint championships course without 
spectator seating at the finish and a large scoreboard and public address 
system to keep them informed of the results.

At Eton there was no scoreboard and the only timing was what a 
couple of hard working canoeing officials had managed to rig up. The 
starters were hampered by lack of start gates or helpers to hold the 
sterns, meaning that paddlers were often unable or unwilling to form 
decent start lines, on top of which the public address system kept cutting 
out so that some races had to be restarted because the ‘Go’ instruction 
was inaudible.

Although it is supposed to be a canoeing and rowing course there are 
only buoying arrangements for eight lanes. Perhaps canoeing and rowing 
world bodies should get together to agree to have the same number of 
lanes for each. Until they do, it is up to course owners to provide the 
required facilities for both.

Eton is a boys’ school so there are only boys’ toilets. Portable toilets 
had to be brought in for female visitors.

Tim Brabants wins the Men’s A K1 1km race.



Harris/Foulger/Saberton/Sowry watch the following crews finish in the Joel Wilson Memorial Race.
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Rutherford takes the boys’ under 18 K1 1km race from Parfitt.

The Women’s B K1 start.

Plenty of girls took part in the Mini Lightning boys’ K4.

Smythe and Duck win the junior C2 national title.



The A/B men’s C4 and women’s K4 race leaves the start.
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At Nottingham the gap between the money the course needs to earn 
and what sports are able to pay has been steadily widening. Hire of the 
Eton course was twice as expensive as Nottingham and that was with 
the recirculation lane to the start blocked off because the BCU were 
not prepared to pay an extra £1,000 to hire it and with the far end of 
the course also hired out for a dragon boat regatta.

Nottingham has the centre buildings alongside the finish line, as is 
parking, so that competitors can shelter indoors or in their cars from 
the English weather, watch the racing and know whether the event 
is running on time. At Eton the carpark is out of sight of the course 
and the centre buildings are rather further away and look down the 
line of the course so that it is impossible to see who is in the lead 

unless competitors are well strung out. If you want to watch the racing 
in a meaningful way you need to sit in the open air, facing into the 
prevailing wind.

The one unexpected advantage at Eton is that its open location means 
that everyone is equally exposed to the usual crosswind, not just those in 
the higher numbered lanes as at Nottingham, which has an unfair lane 
bias. After weeks of rain (and worse to come) the regatta managed to 
pick the first couple of sunny days for some time although there was a 
strong quartering wind, making starts difficult for the less experienced.

The entry was gratifying. Juniors and masters were well represented.
Only two distances were raced, Saturday’s races being over 1km and 

Sunday’s all being 500m.

Childerstone/Terry take the boys’ under 16 K2 title.

The Men’s A & B K4 race powers away from the start.

Edmonds and Hilderley take the girls’ under 18 K2 title.

Furguson/Holmes take the girls’ under 16 K2 title from Collins/Churnside.



The Men’s A 500m title goes to Brabants from Wycherley.
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Calvert of Fladbury takes the junior C1 title over 500m.

Start of the second heat in the girls’ under 16 500m event. Winners in the final were Ayres/Beer in the red and white boat.

Lawrence in C1 holds off Braithwaite over 500m.

Walker takes the girls’ under 18 500m title from King.



The boys’ under 18 final, taken by Beer/Parfitt in the near boat.
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Styan/Rippington/Suttle/Rooney in the junior C4. They were last but they enjoyed the race.

Williams/Illinesi off the start of the girls’ under 16 final.

Coulson/Wainwright take the A/B C2 and Women’s K2 race.



500m: K1GU10: 1 R Killip, Richmond, 3:02.8. 2 M De Ferrer, Elmbridge, 3:08.6. 3 A Martin, 
Richmond, 3:13.7. K1GU12: 1 B Owen, Addlestone, 3:00.1. 2 R Smith, Scottish Development, 
3:05.7. 3 E Ricketts, Anker Valley, 3:08.8. K1GU14: 1 K Trotter, Elmbridge, 2:13.1.
2 H Childerstone, Wey, 2:16.7. 3 V Croucher, Wey, 2:19.1. K1GU16: 1 J Collins, Reading, 
2:11.2. 2 L Ferguson, Banbury, 2:13.6. 3 P Ayres, Wey, 2:15.0. K1GU18 - Dennis Smith 
Trophy: 1 J Walker, Royal, 2:00.1. 2 A King, Reading, 2:01.3. 3 C Spencer, Hereford, 2:06.7. 
K1WA: 1 [M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 1:56.2] 2 S Braithwaite, Nottingham, 1:57.4.
3 L Sawers, Elmbridge, 2:00.2. K1WB: 1 J Hawkie, Exeter, 2:01.2. 2 K Dawson, Chester, 
2:01.7. 3 T Nutt, Elmbridge, 2:02.1. K1WC: 1 N Kelly, Richmond, 2:10.9. 2 F Lamph, Wey, 
2:12.2. 3 R Bates, Elmbridge, 2:14.5. K1WD: 1 L Suttle, Chelmsford, 2:21.9. 2 S Rippington, 
Wokingham, 2:27.2. 3 J Moran, Wokingham, 2:32.9. K1BU10: 1 D Houston, Richmond, 
3:11.7. 2 J Bowley, Burton, 3:14.8. 3 H Lay, Leighton Buzzard, 3:15.5. K1BU14: 1 M Clive, 
Gailey, 2:04.6. 2 M Fitzsimons, Celbridge, 2:05.6. 3 J Tye, Worcester, 2:06.4. K1BU16: 1 
D Terry, Wey, 1:50.8. 2 T Simmons, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:52.9. 3 O Gibson, Royal, 1:54.1. 
K1BU18 - Rhodes Trophy: 1 T Hide, Addlestone. K1MA: 1 T Brabants, Nottingham, 
1:39.6. 2 P Wycherley, Wey, 1:42.4. 3 B Farrell, Elmbridge, 1:43.0. K1MB: 1 C Sears, Royal, 
1:50.8. 2 M Lorenzi, Elmbridge, 1:51.2. 3 A Maycock, Exeter, 1:52.1. K1MC: 1 D Seaford, 
Reading, 1:57.3. 2 J Burrell, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:00.0. 3 T Head, Chelmsford, 2:01.2. K1MD: 1 
J Freemantle, Basingstoke Canal, 2:08.9. 2 C Luck, Wey, 2:12.6. 3 I Hague, Richmond, 2:13.4. 
K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine, 2:31.4. 2 M Baines, Newark, 2:42.8. 3 B Richardson, Newark, 
2:46.1. K1MasA: 1 R Kent, Southampton, 1:56.6. 2 A Dawson, Chester, 1:57.4. 3 T Philips, 
Worcester, 1:58.3. K1MasB: 1 B Greenham, Reading, 2:09.8. 2 S Darling, Bradford-on-Avon, 
2:11.5. 3 S Rance, Southampton, 2:12.6. K1MasC: 1 M Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:13.9.
2 J Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:20.8. 3 A Hicks, Norwich, 2:21.5. K1MasD: 1 P Surrage, 
Bishop's Stortford, 2:28.1. 2 M Foster, Royal, 2:39.9. C1J: 1 C Calvert, Fladbury, 2:15.8.
2 M Train, Fladbury, 2:16.7. 3 M Duck, Richmond, 2:17.2. C1B: 1 M Weckowski, Greyfriars, 
2:08.6. 2 L Watson, Royal Leamington Spa, 2:11.3. 3 R Sikorski, Greyfriars, 2:11.6. K2GU12: 
1 Warren/Owen, Banbury/Addlestone, 2:34.5. 2 Rance/Taylor, Southampton, 2:40.9. 3 2:41.5. 
K2GU14: 1 Childerstone/Croucher, Wey, 2:03.9. 2 Illinesi/Trotter, Elmbridge, 2:04.5.
3 Collins/Simmons, Reading/Bradford-on-Avon, 2:10.8. K2GU16: 1 Ayres/Beer, Wey/Royal, 
2:00.8. 2 Ferguson/Holmes, Banbury/Worcester, 2:01.2. 3 Collins/Churnside, Reading, 2:03.4. 
K2GU18: 1 Edmonds/Hilderley, Wey, 2:02.3. 2 Oxtoby/Parker, Leighton Buzzard/
Chelmsford, 2:07.0. 3 Creamer/Wood, Leighton Buzzard/Banbury, 2:17.4. K2WA/B: 1 
Coulson/Wainwright, Olympic, 1:48.8. 2 Sawers/Braithwaite, Olympic, 1:51.9. 3 Spencer/King, 
World Class Start, 1:53.7. K2WC/D: 1 Dilai/Lamph, Pennine/Wey, 2:08.1. 2 Wetherall/
Pople, Richmond, 2:14.8. 3 Hawthorn/Moran, Worcester, 2:22.0. K2BU10: 1 Martin/Killip, 
Richmond, 2:45.6. 2 Robinson/De Ferrer, Leighton Buzzard/Elmbridge, 2:46.8. 3 Westwood/
Murphy, Leighton Buzzard, 2:51.9. K2BU12: 1 Stannard/Hunt, Royal Leamington Spa, 2:26.4. 
2 Plummer/Foley, Leighton Buzzard, 2:31.2. 3 Cawston/Leigh, Chelmsford, 2:41.9. K2BU16: 
1 Childerstone/Terry, Wey, 1:42.2. 2 Colyer/Connelly, Reading/Leicester, 1:44.5. 3 
Mainprize/Welch, Reading/Wey, 1:46.1. K2BU18: 1 Beer/Parfitt, World Class Start, 1:34.1. 
2 Hide/Reeves, World Class Start, 1:35.7. 3 Ede/Haynes, World Class Start, 1:36.4. K2MA: 1 
Brown/Schofield, Olympic, 1:32.8. 2 Wycherley/Farrell, Olympic, 1:32.9. 3 Brabants/Boyton, 
Olympic, 1:35.0. K2MB: 1 Maycock/Wright, Exeter, 1:43.8. 2 Herbent/Forbes, Royal 
Leamington Spa, 1:44.2. 3 Bradshaw/Surrage, Chelmsford/Bishop's Stortford, 1:45.0. K2MC/
D: 1 Fleeson/Ricketts, Anker Valley, 1:56.4. 2 Head/Taylor, Chelmsford, 2:00.3. 3 Burrell/
McKeever, Bath, 2:06.0. K2P: 1 Richardson/Oldham, Newark/SGB, 2:26.6. 2 Gardner/Wood, 
Pennine/SGB, 2:32.1. 3 Baines/Cotton, Newark, 2:48.8. K2MasA/B: 1 Nicholson/Kent, 
Southampton, 1:50.0. 2 Garner/Eyquen, Richmond, 1:51.0. 3 Fay/O'Quinn, Richmond, 1:51.5. 
K2MasC/D: 1 Hewett/, Wokingham, 2:01.5. 2 Escott/Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:08.2. C2J: 
1 Train/Calvert, Fladbury, 2:10.9. 2 Weir/Weir, Banbury, 2:15.5. 3 Smythe/Duck, Richmond, 
2:16.7. C2B: 1 Sikorski/Weckowski, Olympic, 2:06.3. 2 Hunt/Poulter, Fladbury, 2:15.1. 3 
Gohar/Badelek, Richmond/Wey, 2:18.9. K4GU14: 1 Elmbridge/Wey, 1:56.3. 2 Basingstoke 
Canal, 2:00.4. 3 Elmbridge, 2:05.4. K4GU18: 1 Wey, 1:53.4. 2 1:56.6. 3 Elmbridge/
Reading, 2:00.4. K4WA/B: 1 Olympic, 1:41.0. 2 Olympic, 1:41.3. [3 1:53.4.] K4Lg: 1 
Royal Leamington Spa, 2:26.0. 2 Chelmsford, 2:26.3. 3 Leighton Buzzard/Elmbridge, 2:29.9. 
K4BU14: 1 1:55.5. 2 2:02.8. 3 Scottish Development/Maidstone, 2:08.4. K4BU18: 1 
World Class Start, 1:32.6. 2 World Class Start, 1:40.8. 3 World Class Start, 1:45.7. K4MA/B: 
1 Olympic, 1:23.8. 2 Olympic, 1:24.5. 3 Olympic, 1:32.3. K4O - Joel Wilson Memorial: 1 
1:35.1. 2 1:36.8. 3 1:38.5. K4Mas: 1 Runcorn, 1:41.1. 2 Southampton, 1:41.7. 3 Richmond, 
1:46.5. C4J: 1 Fladbury/Banbury, 1:57.3. 2 Richmond, 2:02.5. 3 2:21.3. 1km: K1GU10: 
1 R Killip, Richmond, 6:18.8. 2 M De Ferrer, Elmbridge, 6:19.9. 3 A Martin, Richmond, 6:52.1. 
K1GU12: 1 B Owen, Addlestone, 6:10.2. 2 R Smith, Scottish Development, 6:15.7.
3 C Brookes, Runcorn, 6:15.9. K1GU14: 1 K Trotter, Elmbridge, 4:32.9. 2 H Childerstone, 
Wey, 4:37.4. 3 V Croucher, Wey, 4:41.4. K1GU16: 1 J Collins, Reading, 4:30.5. 2 L 
Ferguson, Banbury, 4:33.9. 3 P Ayres, Wey, 4:36.3. K1GU18: 1 O Churchill, Royal, 4:02.7. 
2 A Edmonds, Wey, 4:11.9. 3 L Beardsell, Cokethorpe School, 4:14.4. K1WA: 1 L Sawers, 
Elmbridge, 4:06.4. [2 J Train, Fladbury, 4:07.9.] 3 S Braithwaite, Nottingham, 4:14.4. K1WB: 

Low entries at the top of the women’s and canoe classes mean that 
these are now combined on a regular basis. Sawers and Braithwaite in 
women’s A K1 competed against James Train in C1, Sawers taking a 1 
second win from Train.

The men’s A kayak final saw Brabant establish a half length lead 
during the first half of the course but then he opened the throttle to 
produce a 5 second gap over Wycherley and the others by the finish.

The junior C2 final saw Smythe/Duck looking unstable in the wind 
before the start but once they got moving they went straight into 
the lead. 300m from the line they put in a powerful burn which was 
hardly needed, taking an 11 second win from Shaw/Seaman, in turn 24 
seconds clear of Calvert/Worthington.

The exception to the race distances on Saturday was the Joel Scott 
Memorial Race for K4s over 500m. Unusually, the crew names were 
drawn out of a hat. Harris/Foulger/Sabberton/Sowry were the winners 
in a race which was as exciting as intended.

The women’s A/B K2 and C2 race saw a line of four level pegging 
over the first half of the course with Walker/King then thrusting ahead 
for a 4 second win. First of the C2s in 6th place was the Glasgow based 
Polish crew of Sikorski/Weckowski.

The men’s A K2 had Wycherley/Farrell leading all the way but the 
others closing on them on the line, the first of the chasing group being 
Brown/Schofield who had a GPS unit hidden from them in the boat, 
not for route finding but so that their performance could be analyzed 
later.

Stephen Train’s coaching has resulted in growth to the point where 
C4 races are now being restricted by the number of suitable canoes in 
the country. The junior final was taken by a Fladbury/Richmond crew. 
The last crew included two girls, one of whom said ‘That was fun,’ with 
a big beaming smile on her face, the essence of what regattas should be 
about.

The men’s A/B K4 race saw Farrell/Wycherley/Brown/Schofield 
pulling ahead very slowly and steadily over the length of the race for a 2 
second win.

The women’s A K4 and C4 race had only one kayak crew, who took 
24 seconds off the C4 crews.

Sunday’s 500m races included a women’s A K1 and C1 race. 
Braithwaite had a half length lead midway but Lawrence in C1 was 
able to crank things up and take a 1 second lead over her at the finish. 
Sawers, who had won the 1km race, was the only other boat and was a 
further 3 seconds back this time.

The winning gap was the same for girls’ under 18, Walker having a 
half length lead at the midpoint of the race but being pushed all the way 
by King.

The men’s A K1 final was a shortened version of the previous day’s 
race, Brabants taking a half length lead midway before accelerating away 
to get 3 seconds clear of Wycherley. Their K2 race was rather different, 
Brown/Schofield and Wycherley/Farrell making the running for a 
photofinish in that order, just 0.1 second in it.

No C2s turned out to challenge the women’s A/B K2s. Coulson/
Wainwright were a length up from Sawers/Braithwaite, Spencer/King 
and Dawson/Mason in a line across by the middle of the race but went 
on to open up a 3 second lead.

The men’s A/B K4 was a two boat race, effectively, Farrell/
Wycherley/Brown/Schofield hanging onto McKeever, Cox and the 
Daniels brothers all the way for a 0.7 second gap at the finish.

The girls’ under 18 K4 final saw Wey level pegging with a scratch 
crew for the first 200m but then opening up to win by 3 seconds.

The absence of any distance races deprived the regatta of its usual 
wind down.

You might have expected a steady buildup of regattas to take place 
at Eton towards 2012 but all 2008’s major regattas are scheduled for 
Nottingham. You might question a policy of throwing money at top 
competitors and ever more coaches but not having any affordable venue 
in the entire country which fully suits the requirements of one of our 
Olympic disciplines when we are less than five years from hosting the 
Olympics.
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Start of the boys’ under 18 K4 race.
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‘No plans’ for narrowboats on national 
regatta course

The divergence between what the operators of rowing and canoeing 
regatta courses need to charge and what these sports can afford to 
pay could be leading to the risk of no suitable British facilities for 
these Olympic sports. Nottingham County Council are to renew the 
management contract for the National Water Sports Centre in March 
2009 and are having ongoing discussions with interested parties towards 
a new business plan. A project manager is being appointed. Rumours 
circulating include the possibility that some or all of the regatta course 
could be converted to a narrowboat marina for the Trent and even the 
near by Grantham Canal. Sports Service Manager Adrian Bradley told 
Canoeist there are ‘no plans in that direction at present.’ The intention 
is to reserve it as a sports complex with increased usage but ‘less cost to 
the taxpayer.’ A public announcement should be made in spring 2008.

Further south, Eton’s Dorney Lake course will be used for the 2012 
Olympics and hosted the world rowing championships in 2006 yet 
lacks permanent facilities that might have been expected to be in place 
now and tested at a major event, such as public address system, timing, 
scoreboard, starting gates, finish line seating for spectators and female 
toilets. Buoyage is only possible for 8 rowing lanes, not 9 canoeing lanes. 
Prices charged are twice those at Nottingham. Canoeists held their first 
major regatta on the course in 2007 but will return to Nottingham for 
all national regattas in 2008 instead of getting competitors and officials 
familiar with the Olympic site.

A new course at Reading obtained planning permission as a rowing 
and canoeing course but it is only being allowed for training by elite 
rowers.

Prospects for our medal contenders are less than ideal, worrying when 
half Britain’s 2004 Olympic medals came from watersports.

Can Glasgow learn from Edinburgh?
Glasgow has been awarded the 2014 Commonwealth Games. Perhaps 

they can learn from the mistakes of the 13th games in Edinburgh in 
1986. On that occasion the sprint regatta was run as a demonstration 
event only and the English team did not even bother to attend. After all, 
half a century on from its introduction to the Olympic Games, why did 
it need demonstrating? Watch out for Commonwealth championships 
in other canoeing disciplines around the same time.

Baggaley on drugs charges
In 2005 Nathan Baggaley, Australian former world sprint champion, 

Olympic silver medallist and surf lifesaver, received a 15 month ban after 
testing positive for banned steroids. He did not get the full two years 
because he claimed the drugs were in orange juice in a jug in the fridge, 
mixed by someone with an injury. A year later the 31 year old paddler 
was in a car driven by 19 year old surf ski paddler Kane Battese, which 
was stopped for speeding on Australia’s Gold Coast. In the car, police 
allegedly found 762 ecstasy pills, other drugs and over $1,100 in cash. 
At Baggaley’s home police allegedly found a pill press and materials for 
making ecstasy in commercial quantities. He and his 25 year old brother, 
Dru, were arrested. $500,000 bail surety by their parents was refused and 
they were remanded in custody. Brisbane Magistrates Court was told at 
the beginning of May that Nathan will plead guilty to drugs materials 
allegedly found at his home, other drug related charges having been 
dropped. The case has similarities to the case of Australian Olympic 
medal winning swimmer Scott Miller and a colleague, who were 
charged by police after they allegedly found a commercial pill press, 
drugs, a pistol and large amounts of cash.

Schofield beats sprinters at their own game
National Water Sports Centre Regatta

Johnny Schofield continued to raise his profile in the K2 by winning 
the 500m event at the regatta held in Nottingham on 2nd/3rd June 
alongside Ben Brown, junior European finalist in 2004. The results 
from the selection event determined the team selection for the senior 
European championships being held in June this year.

Johnny Schofield, a 21 year old from Lancashire, who won gold at 
the European wild water championships, has successfully switched 
from wild water racing to the Olympic discipline of flat water racing. 
His amazing talent was proved in a tight race with Ed McKeever and 
Ed Cox, Ben Farrell and Paul Wycherley all contending for honours in 
perfect racing conditions. Brown and Schofield took the initiative from 
the start of the race while Ed Cox and McKeever did not have the best 
of starts. Ben Farrell and Paul Wycherley came through later in the race 
but Brown and Schofield proved they had the strength as they saluted 
the winner’s flag in a time of 1.33.9!

Paul Wycherley, a European U23 medallist in 2005, and Ben Farrell 
were another pair that performed excellently at the weekend’s event 
by winning the K2 1,000m on Saturday, narrowly beating Schofield 
and Brown. In April, Farrell and Wycherley won the race yet lost to the 
Brown and Schofield pair at World Cup 1 where Brown and Schofield 
took the B final. This time the race was just as tight. There was nothing 

between the two boats at 500m then Brown and Schofield took a 
small lead over the next 100m. With 250m to go Farrell and Wycherley 
switched the setting to more speed. They upped the pace and rate to 
take a half boat length lead to the line.

Shaun Caven, head coach of the men’s squad comments, ‘It’s great to 
have 2 quality boats contending selection. Farrell and Wycherley raced 
well, followed a good plan and delivered the result. Brown and Schofield 
are also a great future prospect’.

The men’s K1 200m was a great race, too, with 0.1 of a second 
splitting the winner, Ed McKeever, from Johnny Schofield.

Congratulations to 26 year old Abi Coulson who recently won a 
silver medal in World Cup 1 in the women’s K2 event. She continued to 
show her outstanding paddling technique to win the women’s K1 race 
in a time of 1:56.0, closely followed over the line by Anna Hemmings in 
1:56.2.
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

1 J Hawkie, Exeter, 4:11.6. 2 C Spencer, Hereford, 4:11.8. 3 H Mason, Nottingham, 4:14.4. 
K1WC: 1 F Lamph, Wey, 4:30.3. 2 R Bates, Elmbridge, 4:32.9. 3 M Dilai, Pennine, 4:43.4. 
K1WD: 1 L Suttle, Chelmsford, 4:55.3. 2 S Rippington, Wokingham, 5:03.9. 3 E Franklin, Anker 
Valley, 5:10.5. K1BU10: 1 D Houston, Richmond, 6:32.8. 2 F Jarrett, Wokingham, 6:36.7.
3 H Lay, Leighton Buzzard, 6:40.4. K1BU12: 1 J Stannard, Royal Leamington Spa, 5:51.6. 2 R 
Hunt, Royal Leamington Spa, 6:03.3. 3 T Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 6:11.2. K1BU14: 1 J Tye, 
Worcester, 4:20.1. 2 M Fitzsimons, Celbridge, 4:23.8. 3 M Clive, Gailey, 4:27.9. K1BU16: 1 
D Terry, Wey, 3:52.6. 2 T Simmons, Bradford-on-Avon, 3:56.2. 3 T Mainprize, Reading, 3:58.9. 
K1BU18: 1 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 3:43.7. 2 B Parfitt, Elmbridge, 3:47.1. 3 R Beer, 
Elmbridge, 3:50.2. K1MA: 1 T Brabants, Nottingham, 3:27.3 2 P Wycherley, Wey, 3:31.9.
3 J Schofield, Soar Valley, 3:35.2. K1MB: 1 M Lorenzi, Elmbridge, 3:50.1. 2 A Maycock, Exeter, 
3:52.6. 3 M Hide, Addlestone, 3:53.1. K1MC: 1 C Fleeson, Anker Valley, 4:11.7. 2 M Walsh, 
Wey, 4:12.5. 3 S White, Leighton Buzzard, 4:18.1. K1MD: 1 J Freemantle, Basingstoke Canal, 
4:25.7. 2 L Rosewell, CBK, 4:28.5. 3 C Luck, Wey, 4:40.3. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine, 5:21.9. 
2 B Richardson, Newark, 5:40.0. 3 M Baines, Newark, 5:53.1. K1MasA: 1 R Fieldus, Wey, 
3:57.1. 2 A Dawson, Chester, 4:02.0. 3 D Pendle, Norwich, 4:04.4. K1MasB: 1 B Greenham, 
Reading, 4:23.7. 2 C Gavin, Richmond, 4:27.8. 3 M Hawthorn, Worcester, 4:29.1. K1MasC: 
1 M Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 4:39.0. 2 A Hicks, Norwich, 4:43.6. 3 J Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 
4:46.7. C1J: 1 I Weir, Banbury, 4:46.6 2 M Duck, Richmond, 4:48.3.
3 M Train, Fladbury, 4:50.0. C1B: 1 M Weckowski, Greyfriars, 4:36.5. 2 L Watson, Royal 
Leamington Spa, 4:37.0. 3 G Hunt, Fladbury, 4:40.7. K2GU12: 1 Hicks/Ricketts, Norwich/
Anker valley, 5:37.7. 2 Wignall/Brookes, Runcorn, 5:39.0. 3 Rance/Kent, Southampton, 5:48.2. 
K2GU14: 1 Illinesi/Trotter, Elmbridge, 4:17.6. 2 Childerstone/Croucher, Wey, 4:18.2.
3 De Ferrer/Hanlon, Elmbridge, 4:22.9. K2GU16: 1 Ferguson/Holmes, Banbury/Worcester, 
4:06.8. 2 Collins/Churnside, Reading, 4:07.3. Ayres/Beer, Wey/Royal, 4:14.7. K2GU18: 1 
Edmonds/Hilderley, Wey, 4:13.0. 2 Oxtoby/Parker, Leighton Buzzard/Chelmsford, 4:29.4.
3 Creamer/Wood, Leighton Buzzard/Banbury, 4:42.7. K2WA/B: 1 Walker/Nutt, World Class 
Start, 3:45.4. 2 Nutt/Hawkie, Olympic, 3:49.7. 3 Sawers/Cawthorn, Olympic, 3:53.7. K2WC/
D: 1 Dilai/Lamph, Pennine/Wey, 4:29.2. 2 Franklin/Hicks, Anker Valley/Norwich, 4:58.0.
3 Rippington/, Wokingham, 5:13.1. K2BU10: 1 Martin/Killip, Richmond, 5:36.8. 2 Robinson/
De Ferrer, Leighton Buzzard/Elmbridge, 5:40.1. 3 Murphy/Westwood, Leighton Buzzard, 5:42.3. 
K2BU12: 1 Stannard/Hunt, Royal Leamington Spa, 5:55.4. 2 Plummer/Foley, Leighton 
Buzzard, 6:05.4. 3 Escott/Key, Bradford-on-Avon/Richmond, 6:07.8. K2BU14: 1 Tye/Deacon, 
Worcester/Addlestone, 4:08.2. 2 Webster/Colyer, Bradford-on-Avon/Reading, 4:09.2.
3 Mitchell/Fitzsimons, Celbridge, 4:19.6. K2BU16: 1 Childerstone/Terry, Wey, 3:33.4. 
2 Welch/Mainprize, Wey/Reading, 3:39.2. 3 Colyer/Connelly, Reading/Leicester, 3:40.8. 
K2BU18: 1 Ede/Haynes, World Class Start, 3:25.8. 2 Sharpe/Freeman, Exeter, 3:36.6. 
3 Simmons/Gibson, Bradford-on-Avon/Royal, 3:38.8. K2MA: 1 Wycherley/Farrell, Olympic, 
3:16.9. 2 Brown/Schofield, Olympic, 3:18.1. 3 Daniels/Daniels, Olympic, 3:19.1. K2MB: 1 
Maycock/Wright, Exeter, 3:36.7. 2 Herbent/Forbes, Royal Leamington Spa, 3:37.0. 3 Seaford/
Lang, Reading, 3:39.0. K2P: 1 Richardson/Oldham, Newark/SGB, 5:06.2. 2 Gardner/Wood, 
Pennine/SGB, 5:21.8. 3 Baines/Cotton, Newark, 5:31.0. K2MasA/B: 1 Garner/Eyquen, 
Richmond, 3:51.9. 2 Philips/Bird, Worcester, 3:52.3. 3 Grimwood/Brookes, Lincoln/Runcorn, 
3:53.5. K2MasC/D: 1 Hewett/, Wokingham, 4:20.3. 2 Escott/Escott, Bradford-on-Avon, 
4:25.6. C2J: 1 Smythe/Duck, Richmond, 4:38.9. 2 Shaw/Seaman, Fladbury/Wey, 4:50.3. 
3 Calvert/Worthington, Fladbury, 5:14.1. K4GU14: 1 Elmbridge/Wey, 3:59.0. 2 Basingstoke 
Canal, 4:01.6. 3 Elmbridge, 4:12.9. K4GU18: 1 Wey, 3:50.0. 2 3:53.1. 3 Elmbridge/
Reading, 3:54.3. K4WA/B: 1 Olympic, 3:29.8. [2 3:53.9. 3 Polska, 4:00.2.] K4Lg: 1 Royal 
Leamington Spa/Norwich, 4:48.1. 2 Runcorn, 4:48.4. 3 Chelmsford, 4:54.6. K4BU14: 1 
3:47.6. 2 4:06.4. 3 Richmond, 4:20.7. K4BU18: 1 World Class Start, 3:17.4. 2 World Class 
Start, 3:18.7. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 3:33.4. K4MA/B: 1 Olympic, 2:58.9. 2 Olympic, 3:01.4. 
3 World Class Start, 3:02.2  K4Mas: 1 Worcester. 2 Runcorn, 3:30.0. 3 Southampton, 3:31.2. 
C4J: 1 Fladbury/Richmond, 4:26.4. 2 Fladbury, 4:31.5. 3 Fladbury, 4:37.8.



2 silver medals for GB juniors
European U23/J Championships

GB a th le te s  padd led 
excellently in the Junior 
& U23 European Slalom 
Championships in Krakow, 
Poland, to take two medals!

Greg Pitt, aged 18, made 
a great comeback from 6th 
place to take a silver medal 
in the C1 event in a time of 
212.85 seconds. He came 
out in fighting form, already 
having declared that he 
would win a medal, to storm 
into 2nd place, less than a 
second from gold! This is 
a great achievement from 
the athlete, taking his first 
individual championship medal!

The second medal was taken by the junior women’s team, which 
consisted of Hannah Burgess, Alice Spencer and Claire Kimberley, in K1 
in a time of 289.28 seconds. Well done to the team!

Other key results include 20 year old Lizzie Neave in the women’s 
U23 K1 event who competed a calculated semi final run to place 3rd 
and made the final but faced with some superb runs from her opponents 
she was unable to match them and had to settle for 5th place, a brilliant 
performance again from Lizzie.

Rob Neave continued his form of the season to put in a clean run to 
secure 7th position and a place in the final in the men’s K1. Rob was 
determined to win a medal but an error early on meant he finished in 
10th place.

Congratulations to the team for some truly memorable competition!
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
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K1W: 1 J Bongardt, Deutschland, 210.05. 2 E Kaliska, Slovensko, 210.99. 3 S Hilgertová, 
Ceská, 214.54. 7 F Pennie, GB, 216.60. K1M: 1 S Combot, France, 186.25. 2 F Doerfler, 
Deutschland, 187.90. 3 C Walsh, GB, 189.34. 4 R Hounslow, GB, 190.83. 12 H Swetnam, GB. 
C1: 1 M Martikan, Slovensko, 192.87. 2 T Estanguet, France, 194.23. 3 R Bell, Australia, 
195.70. 5 D Florence, GB, 196.49. 8 S McIntosh, GB, 201.48. C2: 1 Hochschorner/
Hochschorner, Slovensko, 206.81. 2 Luquet/Luquet, France, 214.83. 3 Benett/Masoero, Italia, 
215.34. 14 Goddard/Smith, GB. K1WT: 1 Deutschland, 238.76. 2 Ceská, 240.49. 3 GB, 
241.42. K1MT: 1 Deutschland, 204.96. 2 France, 205.28. 3 Ceská, 205.91.
7 GB, 213.89. C1T: 1 France, 212.16. 2 Deutschland, 214.40. 3 Ceská, 217.87. 7 GB, 
241.37. C2: 1 Ceská, 235.48. 2 France, 237.22. 3 Slovensko, 239.37. 5 GB, 255.98. World 
Cup winners: K1W: 1 J Schornberg, Deutschland. 2 I Pavelková, Ceská. 3 V Oblinger-Peters, 
Österreich. 4 F Pennie, GB. 5 L Blakeman, GB. 17 L Neave, GB. K1M: 1 F Dörfler, Deutschland. 
2 M Kurt, Schweiz. 3 A Grimm, Deutschland. 4 C Walsh, GB. 19 R Hounslow, GB. C1: 1 N Bettge, 
Deutschland. 2 D Florence, GB. 3 R Bell, Australia. 4 S McIntosh, GB. C2: 1 Hochschorner/
Hochschorner, Slovensko. 2 Volf/Stepanek, Ceská. 3 Jiras/Mader, Ceská. 4 Baillie/Stott, GB.
9 Goddard/Smith, GB.

K1W: 1 J Bongardt, Deutschland, 205.71. 2 J Schornberg, Deutschland, 208.22. J Dukatova, 
Slovensko, 209.40. 6 L Blakeman, GB, 214.33. 9 F Pennie, GB, 219.20. K1M: 1 A Grimm, 
Deutschland, 182.67. 2 E Pfannmoller, Deutschland, 183.91. 3 M Kurt, Schweiz, 184.28.
5 C Walsh, GB, 185.77. C1: 1 N Bettge, Deutschland, 193.71. 2 R Bell, Australia, 195.45. 3 D 
Florence, GB, 196.21. 9 S McIntosh, GB, 204.23. C2: 1 Hochschorner/Hochschorner, Slovensko, 
204.43. 2 Jiras/Mader, Ceská, 212.76. 3 Skantar/Skantar, Slovensko, 214.25. 9 Goddard/
Smith, GB, 275.10. 11 Baillie/Stott, GB. World Cup winners: K1W: 1 J Schornberg, 
Deutschland. 2 I Pavelková, Ceská. 3 V Oblinger-Peters, Österreich. 4 F Pennie, GB. 5 L 
Blakeman, GB. 17 L Neave, GB. K1M: 1 F Dörfler, Deutschland. 2 M Kurt, Schweiz. 3 A Grimm, 
Deutschland. 4 C Walsh, GB. 19 R Hounslow, GB. C1: 1 N Bettge, Deutschland. 2 D Florence, 
GB. 3 R Bell, Australia. 4 S McIntosh, GB. C2: 1 Hochschorner/Hochschorner, Slovensko.
2 Volf/Stepanek, Ceská. 3 Jiras/Mader, Ceská. 4 Baillie/Stott, GB. 9 Goddard/Smith, GB.

K1W: 6 L Blakeman, GB, 236.74. 10 F Pennie, GB, 249.09. 17 L Neave, GB.
K1M: 1 J Sajbidor, Slovensko, 202.77. 2 P Kauzer, Slovenija, 203.06. 3 C Walsh, GB, 
205.81. C1: 6 S McIntosh, GB, 219.93. 20 D Florence, GB. C2: 7 Goddard/Smith, GB, 229.86. 
14 Baillie/Stott, GB. K1WT: 1 Deutschland, 235.70. 2 Slovensko, 241.02. 3 GB, 248.39. 
K1MT: 1 Slovenija, 205.76. 2 Deutschland, 208.63. 3 GB, 211.91. C1T: 8 GB. 

Walsh and women’s team take bronze
World Championships

In the key event of the season, the world championships, Great 
Britain took two bronze medals and also qualified three boats for the 
Beijing Olympics next year. (One boat per class can qualify.) China 
automatically qualify one boat per class.

To open the competition, the women’s team, consisting of Fiona 
Pennie, Laura Blakeman and Lizzie Neave, fought for a medal and took 
bronze in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil.

In the men’s K1 class, Campbell Walsh battled amongst the best 
paddlers in the world and stormed to third position, despite a 2 second 
penalty for touching a gate. This did not phase Walsh, who stayed 
focused for the remaining run of the event and took bronze in a time of 
189.34. The winner was France’s Sebastian Combot (186.25) followed 
by Germany’s Fabian Doerfler (187.90).

Also in the K1 class, Nottingham’s Richard Hounslow came in right 
behind Campbell’s time to grab 4th place (190.83), his best result in a 
world championships yet. Huw Swetnam just very slightly missed out 
on going through to the finals (the top ten went through) and came 
12th. In terms of qualification for Beijing, in the men’s K1 it was the 
top 15 places that qualified boats (one boat per class per nation) so GB 
successfully qualified one boat for next year’s Olympics.

Fiona Pennie achieved 7th place in the women’s K1 class. It was a 
strong performance by Pennie, who was in 8th place after the semi 
finals, but she has the raw strength and technical ability to deliver when 
it matters and managed to pick up the pace enough to climb one 
position in a clean run. Fiona’s performance also secured GB a boat in 
the women’s K1 at the Beijing Olympics.

In the men’s C1 David Florence was up against the best and most 
experienced canoeists in the world; he achieved 5th place (196.49) and 
Stuart McIntosh achieved 8th place (201.48). The winner was Slovakia’s 
Michal Martikan (192.87) and France’s Tony Estanguet came in 2nd 
(194.23). The athlete’s performances mean that one boat in the C1 class 
has been qualified for Beijing.

In the C2, unfortunately, GB did not make the finals and no boat 
qualified for Beijing. However, the C2 crews will have another 
opportunity to fight for GB’s representation in the Olympics in the 
European Championships next year, held in May in Krakow, Poland.

The GB team have a lot about which to feel proud after the 
weekend’s slalom. The competition was fierce but a superb proportion 
of GB athletes made it to the finals. Perhaps more importantly, two 
medals were won and GB has secured its representation in the men’s 
K1, the women’s K1 and the men’s C1 classes in Beijing next year. 
Congratulations; there is certainly much to look forward to in the next 
12 months!
Cloe Nelson-Lawrie

Florence scoops another bronze
Augsburg Slalom

In Augsburg, Germany, on the 1972 Olympic slalom course, 24 year 
old David Florence completed two outstanding runs and took a bronze 
medal. This has been a successful season for C1 paddler Florence, who 
took another bronze medal in the first World Cup slalom in Prague 
(29th June – 1st July). He is placed second in the World Cup overall, a 
personal best and a magnificent achievement. Last year Florence won a 
gold medal in the Augsburg World Cup and it seems he has continued 
to stay focused on medalling since.

In other classes Olympic silver medallist 29 year old Campbell Walsh 

achieved 5th place in the men’s K1. Walsh looked strong and was fast 
but collected a penalty, taking 7th place on the finals scoreboard. On his 
final run Walsh tried even harder and climbed to 5th place in this event 
and 4th overall in the series with what was probably the most riveting 
performance of the day.

In the women’s K1 there was drama as 28 year old Laura Blakeman 
was placed a strong 5th and ready to do better when she rolled, losing 
a few seconds, but she recovered very quickly to come 6th at the end 
of the competition. 25 year old Fiona Pennie (who took bronze in the 
first World Cup in Prague) was handicapped with a fresh injury and 
placed 9th overall, magnificent in the circumstances. Louise Donnington 
has been very competitive in her first World Cup slalom and has 
demonstrated her potential.

In C2 it was Nick Smith and Dan Goddard’s first season together; we 
will see plenty more from them. Tim Baillie and Etienne Stott, C2 silver 
medal winners in World Cup 2, did not make the finals this time owing 
to penalties on a tricky stretch of the course.

It was fantastic competing from the GB team all round with 7 top ten 
overall positions!
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
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Pre World Championships
K1WJ: 1 E Klimanova, Rossija, 225.48. 2 K Kudejová, Ceská, 229.52. 3 V Vojtová, Ceská, 
231.92. K1MJ: 1 V Prindis, Ceská, 194.24. 2 J Dupal, Ceská, 194.33. 3 B Hayward, Canada, 
195.49. 9 T Jones, GB, 202.96. 15 J Coombs, GB. 16 J Bailey, GB. 17 T Brady, GB.
C1J: 1 J Busta, Ceská, 206.36. 2 J Zupan, Slovenija, 217.96. 3 S Novikov, Rossija, 220.08.
6 G Tatchell, GB, 230.57. K1WJT: 1 Ceská, 235.67. 2 Ceská, 253.61. 3 USA, 259.15. 10 GB, 
316.96. K1MJT: 1 Ceská, 205.59. 2 Rossija, 215.34. 3 Slovensko, 215.98. 5 GB, 218.32. 
C1JT: 1 Ceská, 221.45. 2 Canada, 234.69. 3 Slovenija, 243.83. 9 GB, 279.28.

K1W: 1 J Dukatová, Slovensko, 218.24. 2 J Schornberg, Deutschland, 218.55. 3 L Jingjing, 
Zhongguo, 225.11. 5 F Pennie, GB, 230.17. 13 L Blakeman, GB. K1M: 1 J Billaut, France, 
188.02. 2 F Dorfler, Deutschland, 188.92. 3 S Parsons, USA, 189.72. 10 C Walsh, GB, 
243.55. C1: 1 N Bettge, Deutschland, 199.47. 2 M Martikan, Slovensko, 200.07. 3 J Benzien, 
Deutschland, 201.68. 4 D Florence, GB, 205.69. C2: 1 Hochschorner/Hochschorner, Slovensko, 
204.45. 2 Forgit/Braud, France, 208.47. 3 Felix/Piersig, Deutschland, 215.19. 10 Baillie/Stott, 
GB. 12 Goddard/Smith, GB.

European U23/J Championships
K1WJ: 1 C Poeschel, Deutschland, 225.74. 2 K Kudejová, Ceská, 227.53. 3 S Horn, 
Deutschland, 228.54. 18 A Spencer, GB. 20 C Kimberley, GB. K1WU23: 1 M Pfeifer, 
Deutschland, 216.40. 2 K Frauenrath, Deutschland, 220.61. 3 C Miclo, France, 222.39.
5 L Neave, GB, 225.65. 15 L Donington, GB. K1MJ: 1 H Aigner, Deutschland, 199.61.
2 P Eygel, Rossija, 200.81. 3 E Daille, France, 203.82. 15 J Morley, GB.
K1MU23: 1 D Popiela, Polska, 196.44. 2 S Schubert, Deutschland, 197.29. 3 A Romeo, 
Italia, 198.24. 10 R Neave, GB, 203.83. C1J: 1 S Tasiadis, Deutschland, 212.07. 2 G Pitt, GB, 
212.85. 3 J Zupan, Slovenija, 218.28. C1U23: 1 C Tsakmakis, Ellás, 206.87. 2 P Karásek, 
Ceská, 207.27. 3 M Benus, Slovensko, 207.47. C2U23: 1 Klauss/Peche, France, 219.95.
2 Pochwala/Sarna, Polska, 222.34. 3 Hammer/Vlcek, Ceská, 224.47. 12 Marshall/Marshall, 
GB. K1WJT: 1 Ceská, 271.63. 2 GB, 289.28. 3 Polska, 291.56.
K1WU23T: 1 Deutschland, 264.71. 2 France, 267.79. 3 Slovenija, 291.49. 11 GB, 436.60. 
K1MJT: 1 France, 234.70. 2 Deutschland, 239.10. 3 Ceská, 240.87. 8 GB, 266.32. 
K1MU23T: 1 Polska, 224.80. 2 Italia, 225.84. 3 Ceská, 227.62. 18 GB, 339.91. C1JT: 1 
Polska, 236.20. 2 Deutschland, 243.13. 3 France, 243.58. 11 GB, 304.02. C1U23T: 9 GB.

Praha Slalom
K1W: 4 F Pennie, GB. 10 L Blakeman, GB. 11 L Neave, GB. K1M: 10 C Walsh, GB.
C1: 3 D Florence, GB. 14 S McIntosh, GB. C2: 11 Baillie/Stott, GB. 13 Goddard/Smith, GB.

Tacen Slalom
K1W: 9 F Pennie, GB. 14 L Blakeman, GB. K1M: 8 C Walsh, GB. 18 R Hounslow, GB.
C1: 4 D Florence, GB. 8 S McIntosh, GB. C2: 2 Baillie/Stott, GB. 12 Goddard/Smith, GB.

Scots produce best British
results in Beijing but no medals

Preolympic Slalom
Slalom paddlers prepared 

for the Olympics in a test 
event held at the newly 
opened Beijing Olympic 
venue. There proved to be 
very exciting slalom as eight 
of the potential GB athletes 
competed against paddlers 
from all over the world!

David F lorence f rom 
E d i n b u r g h  c o m p e t e d 
excellently to come 4th in 
the C1 event. This has been 
a successful season for this 
paddler who won two bronze 
medals in the World Cup series. Florence managed to hold the lead 
until right near the end when the last three boats went ahead of him. 
His second run was outstanding and he had the fastest run of the day, 
over 3 seconds better than any other C1 paddler, a great performance!

Qualification for the K1 was one of the hardest events we have seen 
in 2007. Olympic silver medallist 29 year old Campbell (from Bridge 
of Allan) in the men’s K1 lost a little on the qualification first run and 
smartened his act on the second, coming a competitive 6th to qualify 
easily. However, due to tough competition, the other finalists worked 
harder, meaning Campbell finished in 10th place.

In the women’s K1 Fiona Pennie, who recently took bronze in the 
first World Cup in Prague, came 5th in the finals. This was a great 
comeback for the 25 year old athlete who made a recovery from the 
semi final results in which she was in 8th position. Laura Blakeman, age 
28, did not make the finals as the strong current took over, meaning that 
she achieved 13th place overall in the K1 event.

In the C2 class it was Nottingham based Tim Baillie and Etienne 
Stott, silver medal winners in World Cup 2, who came 10th. Nick 
Smith and Dan Goddard did not make the finals but came 12th in the 
qualifications.

Great racing from the GB team all round with four top ten overall 
positions!
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

Tatchell placed 6th
Roudnice Slalom

All of the athletes put in 100% effort and competed fantastically 
against some tough competition.

The junior slalom pre world championships took place in Roudnice 
nad Labem in the Czech Republic. The juniors paddled extremely well, 
particularly George Tatchell (aged 15) who finished 6th in the C1; this 
was an outstanding result considering his age. Toby Jones was another 
athlete who competed excellently; he came 9th in the K1 event. This 
is another good result for Toby who has his sights set on gold next year 
when the junior worlds are held at the same venue.

With some of the worlds best juniors competing it was very tight.
There were some brilliant performances from the young team!

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

Less officials, the same workload
The IOC have instructed the ICF to reduce the number of officials at 

events. It is not clear whether they think that there are too many people 
not performing useful roles.

Olympic slalom concerns
The Olympic Delivery Authority have abandoned the Broxbourne 

site planned for the 2012 Olympic slalom because pollution levels have 

proved to be higher than anticipated. A second site further south is now 
being considered. We could get back to the Jubilee River yet...

The post of canoeing organizer for the 2012 Olympic Games has 
been advertised on the BOC and ICF websites. Slalom chairman Anne 
Hounslow asked for this to be notified to the sport in general, to be told 
that the shortlist had already been drawn up. Her reaction was of dismay 
and anger that the BCU had kept this quiet.

Not the important bit
Having got back to using Llangollen for the autumn slalom, 

competitors were upset to learn that the falls were not to be used this 
time. Without the falls, the course is only suitable for lower divisions, 
not slalom’s elite. Alternative venues are to be considered again for 
another year.

2009 European championships
The 2009 European slalom championships are to be run at Holme 

Pierrepont over May 28th - 31st to suit a TV company. In the event that 
there is no TV coverage, the event will be moved to August, better for 
paddlers.

Charges for slaloms at Holme Pierrepont have increased dramatically 
to over £880, with no improvement in standards in return. The Slalom 
Committee were to remind the management why the course was built 
in the first place.

Additional Tryweryn lines
Further slalom gatelines are being added on the Tryweryn. They have 

been placed as far as the Ski Slope and are to be extended to meet the 
international slalom site.

Islington Slalom
Islington Boat Club are running their first ever slalom, a Division 4, 

on Jun 15th in the City Road Basin. There will also be a Wavehopper 
race, bellboating, powerboat trips, a barbecue and a canteen. Being 
Sunday, there is free parking on the local streets. [020 7253 0778]

Estanguet to carry flag
Tony Estanguet is to carry the French flag at the Olympic Games 

opening ceremony. Having taken gold in Sydney and Athens, he is 
hoping to be the first French athlete to take individual gold in three 
successive Games.
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Tryweryn Slalom
K1WP: 1 C Harrower, 247.25. 2 H Burgess, Kingston, 256.58. 3 M Franklin, Shepperton, 
260.19. K1W1: 1 H Millband, Holme Pierrepont, 126.69. 2 L Weir, Rogent’s, 127.29. 3 S Rob-
son, SB Hotties, 129.85. K1MP: 1 C Walsh, Central/Sandiline, 200.26. 2 D Paxton, Llandysul, 
205.97. 3 R Hounslow, PeakUK, 206.51. K1M1: 1 J Abbott, Mold/Bala, 98.12. 2 S Walker, 
Llandysul, 101.21. 3 S Lazarus, Bala, 102.53. C1P: 1 D Florence, 210.57. 2 m Proctor, Stafford 
& Stone, 224.55. 3 C Radmore, Cool Blue, 227.88.C1.1: 1 R Westley, Lower Wharfe, 109.07. 
2 J Shaw, Ribble, 109.59. 3 N Cresser, St Albans, 112.28. C2P: 1 Roden/Roden, Stafford & 
Stone, 252.33. 2 Lister/Davies, Bala, 356.13. 3 Marshall/Marshall, Dronfield Baptist/Holme 
Pierrepont, 410.73. C2.1: 1 Roden/Roden, Stafford & Stone, 108.78. 2 Marshall/Marshall, 
Dronfield Baptist/Holme Pierrepont, 127.06. 3 Lister/Davies, Bala, 127.8 K1MVP: 1 P Parker, 
Viking, 360.24. K1MV1: 1 P Parker, Viking, 124.09. C1VP: 1 S Pitt, Click Let, 264.34. 
OffP: 1 T Blackwell, Maesteg, 237.47. 2 S Walker, Llandysul, 247.2. 3 M Wilson, Stafford & 
Stone, 247.48. Off1: 1 T Jones, Bala, 94.44. 2 A Wild, Holme Pierrepont, 96.76. 3 R Holdway, 
Stafford & Stone, 96.86.

Historic performances in largest quadrathlon
British Championships

150 elite endurance athletes were treated to great conditions for 
this year’s Awesome Foursome Quadrathlon in Bude. Weather and sea 
conditions were perfect along the north coast of Cornwall for the race 
which combines swimming, cycling, kayaking and running.

Competitors from across Europe arrived at the crescent carpark next 
to the Bude Canal for an afternoon start for this ultra extreme event. 
The race makes the most of the dramatic coastline and the historic 
canal. The course begins with a 1,000 metre sea swim within the 
partial shelter of the Bude breakwater, then a gruelling 30km cycle ride 
including some of the steepest coastal hills in the country, then onto the 
canal for 10km of marathon canoeing and a final 10km crosscountry 
run to finish. Incredibly, this year’s winner, Steve King, a firefighter from 

Hereford, completed the course in an amazing 2 hours 37 minutes and 
47 seconds!

The unique combination of swim, cycle, canoe and run creates an 
event that appeals to traditional triathletes, marathon canoeists and surf 
lifesavers. With every athlete having strong and weak disciplines this is a 
race where the lead is always changing; supporters and spectators alike 
are left uncertain as to the outcome until the athletes cross the line for 
the final time.

This year’s event will be remembered, as always, for the awesome 1 
in 3 hill climb at Millook and also for the subtle change of venue from 
the canal wharf to the crescent carpark, a change which went down well 
with athletes and spectators alike.

The field was packed with previous champions including local 
triathlete James Marshall from Kilkampton and Lee Sampson from 
Bude, this year swimming for one of the Bude based relay teams. In 
the women’s race world quadrathlon champion Helen Parkinson from 
Bideford was the athlete to beat and in the over 40 women’s class world 
age group champion Jean Ashley from Chester would be hard to catch.

First out of the swim this year was Bude lifeguard Dan Bentley (who, 
combining with Dave Miller, would go on to win the pairs event). 
Chris Stuart from the Army Triathlon Association was next with James 
Marshall and Steve King not far behind.

By the end of the gruelling cycle section Chris Stuart had increased 
his lead and looked like he was well clear of the chasing group as he 
started the kayak stage. As in many years gone by, the kayak stage proved 
to be the turning point of the race as top triathletes like Iain Hindes 
from Barnstaple found the going tough, paddling slow general purpose 
kayaks, whilst others, including Steve King, were in their element, 
paddling fast streamlined and unstable marathon racing kayaks. Steve 
hauled in Chris Stuart and finished the kayak stage with an impressive 
5 minute lead; now it was all down to the run with Chris looking the 
stronger as they started the final 10km of crosscountry running to the 
finish!

Meanwhile, Helen Parkinson had extended her lead from Lucy Otto 
from Birmingham and Jean Ashley had overtaken Ali Martin, an RNLI 
development officer from Looe. In the relay section Brett Higham, 
representing the Bude Nipper’s Coaches, had closed the gap on the 
leading relay team, giving their runner, Paul Cottle, a fighting chance in 
the final stage.

It was further back in the field that the big story of the day was 
developing as local schoolboys were stamping their own names into 
the history books. Year 10 students from Budehaven School, Ashley 
Walter and his partner, Mike Garrett, were combining well in the 
senior pairs event, Ashley completing the swim and the kayak whilst 
Mike completed the cycle and the run; these two would beat strong 
competition to take 3rd place in the pairs race. If that’s not impressive 
enough then further back in the race was Adam Thompson, a 13 year 
old from Fowey School, completing the entire race himself as the 
youngest ever individual competitor, who would win the junior title in 
a time of 3 hours 58 minutes and 38 seconds!

At the front of the race things were hotting up as messages came back 
from the course that Chris Stuart was closing down on Steve King. As 
the two of them came into sight of the finish line there was less than 50 
metres separating them but a last burst from Steve ensured that he would 
take the title this year. Rob Shaw ran the fastest final leg of the day to 
give Lee Sampson’s relay team a close win of the Nipper’s Coaches 
in the relay event, Helen Parkinson and Jean Ashley won their classes, 
David Hallam, a firefighter from Essex, won the over 40 men’s class, Paul 
Belcher, a teacher from Atlantic College, won the over 50 men’s class 
and Peter Tambin picked up a special award for the only over 60 man to 
compete.

It was a very successful day for all involved. The organizers, TNT 
Explosive Sports, would like to thank all the competitors but, most of 
all, the volunteer marshals and safety teams that make this event possible 
to run each year.

Next years event is scheduled to take place on Saturday 4th October. 
Anyone interested in entering as an individual, a pair or a relay team 
should contact me at hammond.family@virgin.net
Simon Hammond

Tweed Festival Slalom
K1L: 1 K Eveleigh, Forth. 2 E Kerr, Forth. J: 1 B Bouglas, Selkirk High School. 2 W Gentleman, 
Selkirk High School. K1Prim: 1 F Watson, Forth. 2 E Pearson, Leithen Water. K1M: 1 D Cuthill, 
Forth. 2 D Forbes-Cryans, Forth. K1S: 1 C Fisher, Leithen Water. 2 C Hotchkiss, Leithen Water.

23rd Inter-Club Finals
K1LP/1: 1 H Burgess, Kingston, 81.01. 2 S Chynoweth, Stafford & Stone A, 82.94.
3 H Bailey, Stafford & Stone B, 83.75. K1L2: 1 R Bate, Stafford & Stone A, 93.23. 2 K Woods, 
Bala & Rugby, 103.61. 3 S Atkinson, Proteus & Packers, 107.16. K1L3: 1 B Barratt, St Albans 
& Hertsmere, 111.28. 2 A Carrington, Sutton Bingham, 120.65. 3 K Paddock, Manchester, 
124.99. K1MPA: 1 R Neave, Stafford & Stone A, 70.82. 2 N Stevenson, Manchester, 73.91.
3 T Wakeling, Mold & Yat, 75.77. K1MPB: 1 R Vasey, Stafford & Stone B, 72.90. 2 N Buckley, 
Bala & Rugby, 74.88. 3 J Bailey, Stafford & Stone A, 79.38. K1M1: 1 A Burgess, Stafford & 
Stone B, 84.41. 2 D Bain, Stafford & Stone A, 84.96. 3 A Martin, Cleveland, 87.15.
K1M2: 1 J McTighe, Kingston, 88.18. 2 K Bain, Stafford & Stone B, 88.29. 3 H Mayer, Stafford 
& Stone A, 90.23. K1M3: 1 L Larkin, Kingston, 94.74. 2 A Nash, Sutton Bingham, 103.23. 
3 A Moorcroft, Stafford & Stone A, 109.84. K1MV: 1 S Briggs, Matlock, 80.29. 2 P Gooding, 
Stafford & Stone A, 87.23. 3 A Norman, Salisbury, 87.44. C1P/1: 1 G Pitt, Stafford & Stone B, 
79.55. 2 M Proctor, Stafford & Stone A, 80.66. 3 G Wells, Manchester, 85.88.
C1.2-4: 1 J Hamilton, Kingston, 99.71. 2 R Hodge, Shepperton, 101.82. 3 M Wilson, Stafford 
& Stone A, 102.59. C2: 1 Roden/Roden, Stafford & Stone A, 88.94. 2 Rudkin/Davies, King-
ston, 95.09. 3 Willett/Holdworthy, Stafford & Stone B, 96.75. K1LT: 1 St Albans & Hertsmere, 
130.31. 2 Stafford & Stone A, 142.53. 3 Manchester, 161.52. K1MP/1T: 1 Stafford & 
Stone B, 89.59. 2 Stafford & Stone A, 90.19. 3 Manchester, 96.09. K1M2/3/VT: 1 Essex, 
114.41. 2 Matlock, 115.04. 3 Stafford & Stone A, 115.80. CT: 1 Stafford & Stone A, 112.69. 
2 Kingston, 119.59. 3 Stafford & Stone B, 129.53. Club: 1 Stafford & Stone A, 35. 2 Stafford 
& Stone B, 78. 3 Kingston, 104.

Ski Jump Slalom
K1WP: 1 L Blakeman, 199.68. 2 F Pennie, 201.2. 3 L Donington, Holme Pierrepont, 209.24. 
K1W1: 1 G Evans, Llandysul, 110.15. 2 H Millband, Holme Pierrepont, 115.10. 3 P Griffin, 
Manchester, 119.63. K1WSel: 1 G Evans, Llandysul, 355.83. 2 S Wood, Stafford & Stone, 
393.01. 3 H Millband, Holme Pierrepont, 641.37. K1MP: 1 C Walsh, Central, 177.77.
2 R Hounslow, PeakUK, 179.72. 3 R Neave, Stafford & Stone, 182.19. K1M1: 1 P Haynes, 
NEWB, 90.71. 2 T Quinn, Lower Wharfe, 90.86. 3 A Lewis, Bala, 93.38. K1MSel: 1 G 
Montgomery, 241.03. 2 S Lazarus, Bala, 242.89. 3 L Allwood, Green Star, 245.62. C1P: 1 
D Florence, 190.05. 2 S McIntosh, Arrowcraft, 195.94. 3 A Marshall, Central, 203.27. C1.1: 
1 M Lister, White Rose, 100.51. 2 Z Franklin, Shepperton, 103.24. 3 J Shaw, Ribble, 104.59. 
C1Sel: 1 M Lister, White Rose, 239.00. 2 R Westley, 250.79. 3 J Shaw, Ribble, 353.64.
C2P: 1 Roden/Roden, Stafford & Stone, 229.15. 2 Turnball/Pitt, Click Let, 256.03. 3 Ibbot-
son/Ibbotson, Green Star, 288.93. C2.1: 1 Roden/Roden, Stafford & Stone, 96.77. 2 Holliday/
Evans, Holme Pierrepont, 115.46. 3 Marshall/Marshall, Dronfield Baptist, 120.76. K1MVP: 
1 P Parker, Viking, 532.46. K1MV1: 1 P Parker, Viking, 104.47. OffP: 1 P Haynes, NEWB, 
225.63. 2 P Tuffin, Holme Pierrepont, 252.20. 3 T MacIntyre, 286. Off1: 1 T Jones, Bala, 
86.59. 2 R Holdway, Stafford & Stone, 90.70. 3 A Wild, Holme Pierrepont/Green Star, 91.15.



European Championships
 W: 1 Deutschland. 2 France, 3 GB. MU21: 1 France. 2 Deutschland. 3 Eire. 4 GB.
M: 1 Nederland. 2 Deutschland. 3 France. 5 GB.

Olympic icons at risk
It has not been a good year 

for Olympic symbolism. The 
2012 logo seems to have been 
disliked by the great majority 
of the British public but we are 
now stuck with it. The round the 
world torch relay has served as a 
focal point for protesters and so 
could well be dropped for 2012, 
not least because our politics 
are towards the same end of the 
universal popularity spectrum as 
those of the Chinese.

New York Cup emigrates
After 15 years in Britain, the New York Cup has been won by the 

Australians. It will be displayed in a museum in Sydney or Freemantle 
until somebody else wins it.

2011 worlds
The 2011 world championships for ICs and derivatives will be at 

Travemünde. Perhaps the Swedes will just sail across. The 2014 event 
could be in the USA or Thailand.

Dragon boats stolen
Two 12m dragon boats and their road trailer were stolen from a 

compound at Cirencester and not recovered, to the puzzlement of the 
police. They were due to have been used in the Limassol Dragon Boat 
Festival, which has had to be delayed for a year as a result.

21st anniversary dinner
The BDA are to hold an awards dinner to celebrate their 21st 

anniversary. The £35 charge will cover the meal and entertainment, to 
be hosted in Guildford.

The long way home
Henley Dragons paddled 42km home from Benson on Oct 27th 

in 6 hours, including passing through nine Thames locks. They raised 
over £2,200, to be split between the Eyot Centre and the Lymphoma 
Association, of which several of the club’s members are survivors. We 
spent some time at Benson, poised with a camera, on the original date, 
a week earlier. The river level was such that their time might have been 
somewhat faster, or not, as the case may have been.

National championships cancelled
Despite having Paddlesport Development Officers running into 

double figures to encourage young people to attend such events, the 
BCU had to cancel the national bellboat championships through lack of 
interest. Meanwhile, David Train, founder of the event, was able to draw 
490 paddlers for a local bellboat regatta the same weekend. Canoeist was 
last able to attend and promote the national championships in 2003.
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British Championships
W: 1 H Parkinson, 2:57:28. 2 L Otto. 3 C Powrie. WO40: 1 J Ashley, 3:08:23. 2 A Martin. 3 
S Daw. J: 1 A Thompson, 3:58:38. M: 1 S King, 2:37:47. 2 C Stuart. 3 J Parker. MO40: 1 D 
Hallam, 2:55:18. 2 A Parritt. 3 D McIntyre. MO50: 1 P Belcher, 2:59:46. 2 P Nye.
3 D Morgan. MO60: 1 P Tamblin, 3:59:01. 2: 1 Miller/Bentley, 2:48:33. 2 De Glanville/Par-
kinson. 3 Walter/Garrett. 4: 1 Lee Sampson's, 2:40:17. 2 Bude Nipper's Coaches. 3 31/2.

Tweed Festival Contest
1 A McPherson, Selkirk High School. 2 K Caughey, Tweed.

Tweed Festival Race
Cl: J: 1 B Bouglas, Selkirk High School. 2 B Hood, Leithen Water. Prim: 1 B Forbes-Cryans, 
Forth. 2 E Pearson, Leithen Water. M: 1 D Cuthill, Forth. 2 K Eveleigh, Forth. S: 1 C Fisher, 
Leithen Water. 2 C Hotchkiss, Leithen Water. Sp: J: 1 J Gray, Selkirk High School. 2 B Bouglas, 
Selkirk High School. Prim: 1 B Forbes-Cryans, Forth. 2 C McIntosh. M: 1 D Cuthill, Forth. 2 C 
Fisher, Leithen Water. S: 1 A Bouglas, Selkirk High School. 2 A McPherson, Selkirk High School.

European Championships
Sp: M: 1 J Schofield, GB, 2:57.85. 2 F Wohlers, Deutschland, 2:59.72. 3 T Slovak, Ceská, 
2:59.86. W: 1 M Mruzková, Ceská, 3:18.50. 2 K Vaciková, Ceská, 3:27.43. 3 J Oughton, GB, 
3:27.43.

Essen Tournament
 M: 1 France. 2 Nederland. 3 Deutschland A. 6 St Albans.

Weston Regatta
DC: 1 A Patterson. 2 A Warren. AC: P Allen, Weston. 2 S Bowen, Llandegfedd. 3 D Timson, 
Llandegfedd. IC: 1 C Newman, Draycote. 2 M Shreeve, Draycote. 3 B Austin, Milton Keynes.

Europa Cup Regatta
AC: EC: 1 R Wood, GB. 2 G Caldwell, GB. 3 P Allen, GB. 4 J Robson, GB. 5 C Brown, GB. 6 B 
Wood, GB. 8 D Timson, GB. 9 P McLaren, GB. 10 S Clarke, GB. 11 M Rowe, GB. 12 A Kinsman, 
GB. 13 A Biden, GB. 14 J Nixon, GB. 15 S Bowen, GB. 16 H de Iongh, GB. 17 I Hibbitt, GB. 
Nats: 1 R Wood, Saundersfoot. 2 G Caldwell, Blithfield. 3 P Allen, Hayling Island.
IC: EC: 1 S Allen, GB. 2 J Ellis, GB. 3 J Elfström, Sverige. 4 C Newman, GB. 5 P Adler, GB.
6 M Shreeve, GB. 8 C Robinson, GB. 12 I McPherson, GB. 13 B Austin, GB. Nats: 1 S Allen, 
Hayling Island. 2 J Ellis, Scaling Dam. 3 C Newman, Draycote.

Grafham Regatta
1 J Ellis, Scaling Dam. 2 A Patterson. 3 M Shreeve, Draycote.

Inlands Regatta
AC: 1 R Wood, Saundersfoot, 7. 2 G Caldwell, GB, 13. 3 D Timson, Llandegfedd, 15.

Draycote Regatta
AC: 1 R Wood, Llandgefedd. 2 A James, Grafham Water. 3 S Bowen, Llandegfedd.
IC: 1 M Goodchild, Medway. 2 S Allen, Hayling Island. 3 C Chandler, Tewkesbury.

Oxford Regatta
AC: 1 R Wood, Llandgefedd. 2 G Caldwell, Blithfield. 3 P Allen, Hayling Island. IC: 1 B Austin, 
Milton Keynes. 2 H de Iongh. Travellers' Trophy winners: DC: 1 A Warren, 186.
2 A Patterson, 118. AC: 1 G Caldwell, Blithfield, 245. 2 R Wood, Llandegfedd, 224. 3 S Bowen, 
Llandegfedd, 211. IC: 1 B Austin, Milton Keynes, 189. M Shreeve, Draycote, 161. 3 C Newman, 
Draycote, 138.

World Championships
DC: 1 C Maas, USA, 6. 2 S Clark, USA, 13. 3 O Moore, USA, 15. 4 A Warren, GB, 17.
AC: 1 J Robson, GB, 6. 2 T Kunz, Deutschland, 11. 3 P McLaren, GB, 13. IC: 1 H Virtue, 
Australia, 6. 2 B Beaver, USA, 12. 3 S Dunbar, Australia, 17. 4 C Brown, GB, 19.

Wild Water Racing

Freestyle

Sailing

Polo

Chung Wah Fearless lead Dragon King in a Chinese community 
regatta at Dorney Lake.

Silver Hill neck and neck with Hurricane Tigers.



Across
7 MARINER
8 FOUNDER
10 GLAD
11 TARN
12 STORE
14 ROAR
15 CANOE
16 CANT
17 HERNE
18 ABUSE
22 LAKE
23 LEWIS
24 AHOY
25 BOOMS
27 LASH
29 RUBY
31 CAPSTAN
32 LUFFING

Down
1 GALLEON
2 WINDERMERE
3 WEST
4 COX
5 KNOT
6 BEARING
9 BRINY
13 LESBOS
15 CANALS
16 CAST ADRIFT
19 MAN O WAR
20 SWEAT
21 FOG BANK
26 MAST
28 HAUL
29 BAY

CROSSWORD 2
A
N
O
E
I
S
T

Clues

Across
2 Sound of heavy breathing or wind off the sea (4)
4 Doctor does this to canoeist in 5 Down (7)
9 Write in the small enclosure (3)
10 Heads in boat appear slack (5)
11 Power-assisted braking system (5)
12 Ancient galley with three banks of oars (7)
13 Kayaks keep to this in narrow channel (3,4)
14 Cold Northern Ireland is very quiet at start of year
 (5)
16 A trim lady upsets the naval administration (9)
18 Texas oil port (9)
20 Inland waterway backing up from plan accepted (5)
22 Late Tom mixes it with seaman (7)
24 Securing the sails (7)
26 Detest Able Seaman Hargreaves' alternative (5)
27 Ship's officer in charge of crew (5)
28 Closely watch centre of hurricane (3)
29 Japanese wrestler gets in before Spanish expedition
 bigwig (7)
30 Yacht's propeller (4)

Compiled by Graham Dugdale

Down
1 Rotating cylinder for winding in ship's anchor (7)
2 Egyptian desert (5)
3 Upper balcony is largely wrong (7)
4 Back the Met in stormy seas to secure ships' bows (5)
5 Emotive response on seeing canoe break up (7)
6 Protective canvas sheet (9)
7 Garish hesitance in light rain (7)
8 Leading supporter helps push sea-going craft along
 (8)
15 Slit hippo injured on guide vessel (5,4)
17 Monastic ocean rambler also known as the angel-
 shark (8)
18 Onboard levelling device found in slim bag (7)
19 Develop your kayak to be green maybe, with the
 French involved (7)
20 British navy once beseiged this town in northern
 Spain (7)
21 Small ships powered by masted square sails (7)
23 Banned mariner included also (5)
25 Running with the wind is notion Leonard finds
 perfect (5)
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Has your email address changed or do 
you want to be added to the mailing list 

when copies of Canoeist are issued?

Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
with your details.

Back then
50 years ago
• Bill Goodman became the magazine’s boat reviewer. White Water carried its first crossword puzzle.
• Gate 1 at Diekirch Slalom was a lefthand turn, partly on dry land.
• Putting in the extra effort to avoid a 50 was equivalent to personally adding a 50 to the score of every other 
slalomist
• The British slalom team was being noted for its high morale despite difficulties.
• In the slalom nationals at Thistlebrig, gate 7 was a single pole in the slack between two tongues of current, 
requiring a 720˚ turn round it.
• To encourage rough water ability, it was suggested that points should be awarded for rolling in slaloms.
• Slalom gates were to have adjustment lines in addition to the bearers.
• The Chalfont Water Baby Challenge was announced as ‘The Chalfont Madhouse... Das Chalfunken Krankenhaus... 
Il Chalfonti Dimenticasa... Le Lunimaison Chalfontaise... Ug KrakskiShakski Chalski... Pøqqi gst wtttspgeotsi... pwll 
lllangagfogwillputwl llanpwllwyllyll wcwum.’
• The veteran’s prize at Llandysul Slalom was a velvet cushion embroidered with a BCU pennant.
• Manchester Canoe Club’s Llandysul Slalom also had entries in advance, a continental style start list and double fees for late entry.

20 years ago
• Medway Ports Authority refused to answer Canoeist’s question why sea kayaks over 5.1m long were to be 
charged a licence fee of £17.25 compared with £5.75 for shorter kayaks on the tidal water.
• A centre of excellence was proposed for Holme Pierrepont.
• Canoe trails were being developed for the sea and inland.
• The International Long River Canoeist Club (now Paddlers International) and the Guinness Book of Records 
set up concrete marker posts at Chur and Willemstad for the Rhine Challenge.
• Checking why past members had not renewed, Birmingham Canoe Club discovered it was because of the 
level of supervision and instruction for beginners, some thought too little, some too much.
• An 11kg piece of rock was thrown off a 20m high bridge over the Lune at passing canoeists.
• CRACK published the names and addresses of 48 of their members who were ready to act as local action 
contacts.
• An angling club crossed out boating from their list of banned activities on a notice by the River Kennet 
navigation. Dark and Owen won the Devizes to Westminster Race.
• Liverpool solicitor Daryl Nolan was prosecuted by the Welsh Water Authority for 
allegedly damaging fish spawning beds on the Seiont by paddling over them.
• Peter Knowles, chairman of the BCU Expeditions Committee, sent an enthusiastic 
letter offering to help obtain major media interest and showing he had fallen for 
Barry Hankey’s April issue article on a trip under part of the Sahara.

• Debbie Lawrence paddled the Amazon solo from Atalya in a dugout.
• Using a bright yellow kayak makes native people less suspicious but more inquisitive.
• Frank Palmer took over 44 hours off the Rhine Challenge time, getting it down to 101/2 days.
• Tom Colville pieced together a line of 22 islands to cross the Aegean from Greece to Turkey, the crossings being 3 - 
31km.
• Verlen Kruger and wife Valerie were on their Two Continent Canoe Expedition, paddling from the Arctic Ocean to 
Cape Horn.

10 years ago
• Graham Mackereth was sailing Uffa Fox’s Flying Fish of 1937, which he had restored.
• Storms caused serious flooding across the Midlands and East Anglia.
• Slalom judging huts were removed from the Tryweryn and a number of improvements were made to the 
river.
• 40,000 Americans turned out to see water returned to the grade 5 Tallulah River, 80 years after it was 
dammed.
• The EA were trying to get the angling close season removed from canals, in the face of opposition from BW, 
anglers and boaters.
• Jim Hargreaves published Ottawa River Whitewater.
• Mark Burch opened the new Brookbank shop in Stockport.
• Ontario Northland Railway fitted out an open flat wagon with racks to carry 18 canoes.
• Peter Begent celebrated 50 years as an organizer of the Devizes to Westminster Race, this time won by Baker 
and Dark.
• Phil Humphreys set up the multisport Ace Races.
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Association of Canoe Trades, 85 
Edgedale Rd, Sheffield, S Yorks S7 2BR.

British Canoe Union, 18 Market Place, 
Bingham, Notts NG13 8AP.

British Dragon Boat Racing 
Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend, 
Leamington Spa, Warks.

British Quadrathlon Association, 
2 Highview Gardens, Jersey Farm, St 
Albans, Herts AL4 9JX.

Canoe Association of Northern 
Ireland, House of Sport, 2A Upper 
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5LA.

Stilletto, a high performance marathon 
K2. Excellent boat, perfect for DW. Full 
carbon/Kevlar build. Only used 6 times. 
£1,500. 07747 636528 (Oxford).

20 Necky Amaruk double sea kayaks 
+ trailer. £850 inc vat + delivery or 
lower per boat price if a large quantity 
is sought. If anyone takes 15 boats we’ll 
throw in the trailer (£3,600 bespoke 
manufacture). If anyone wants more 
than one we can go lower on the per boat 
price. It’s the transport that will push 
the prices up so if you can pick them up 
then it will be bargains all round; they 
are in Scunthorpe. Apparently this is the 
last run of Necky Amaruks for a while as 
the factory is moving from the US to NZ 
and therefore production has been halted 
to facilitate the move. Gary Tompsett, 
Detail (Events) Ltd, 07974 358626. Email 
gary@allinthedetail.com.

Canoe-Camping Club, 25 Waverley 
Rd, S Norwood SE25 4HT.

Historic Canoe & Kayak Association, 
48 Russell Way, Higham Ferrers NN10 
8EJ.

International Sea Kayak Association, 
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, 
Oxon OX14 4PE.

Open Canoe Association, 12 De 
Verdun Ave, Belton, Leics LE12 9TY.

Open Canoe Sailing Group, Cobwebs, 
Woodhouse Lane, Heversham, Cumbria 
LA7 7EW.

Paddlers International, 4 Sinodun 
Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 
4PE.

Scottish Canoe Association, Caledonia 
House, S Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ.

Welsh Canoeing Association, 
Frongoch, Bala, Gwynedd LL23 7NU.

Young Explorers’ Trust, Royal 
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, 
London SW7 2AR.

C l a s s i f i e d

Associations

Private advertisements are placed free of 
charge. Write to Canoeist Classifieds, 4 

Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon 
OX14 4PE or email mail@canoeist.co.uk.

Private sales

2006
INDEX

Access and environment, i/10, vii/12, xi/10
Alternative technology, i/31
Angus explored, xi/74
Back then, i/84, vii/78, xi/79
Beale Park Thames Boat Show, vii/62
Books, i/32/ vii/36, xi/28
Calendar, i/4, vii/4, xi/4
Competition, i/54, vii/66. 3 xi/48

Bell boat racing, xi/55
Freestyle, i/82, xi/49
Lifeguarding, xi/68
Marathon, i/56, vii/68, xi/58
Multisport, i80, xi/667
Polo, i/74, vii/67, xi/57
Sailing, i/66, vii/74, xi/64
Slalom, i/58, vii/74, xi/48
Sprint, i/61, vii/71, xi/56
Surfing, i/54
Wild water racing, i/65, vii/78, xi/50

Do you know?, i/38, vii/78, xi/45
Editorial

Living in interesting times, i/5
Profits first, vii/5
We have our reservations, x/5

End to End, xi/46
Eureka! i/26, vii/30, xi/24
Films,vii/46, xi/31
First time [Dalsland], ii/42
Getting wet, vii/77
Guide

Grand Union Canal - Northamptonshire Section, i/39
Isle of Skye - Southwest Coast, xi/35
River Ayr - East Ayrshire End, vii/46

Incident file, i/15, vii/17, xi/17
In the beginning, i/50
Krishna River by open canoe, vii/20
Letters, i/30, vii/42, xi/32
Lewis & Clark bicentenary, The, vii/64

Meer cat crossing [North Sea and Ijsselmeer], iv/58
Pembrokeshire summer, i/16
Potential ban on Norwegian rivers due to salmon parasite, vii/76
Recipe for real adventure [High Atlas], xi/18
So you want to enter a surf kayak contest? vii/44
Test

Denko Pakpak - This waterproof wallet just shouldn’t work, i/30
Helly Hansen Life - The next generation of Hellys, vii/35
Nauticalia Combination Padlock - Self illuminating combination padlock,
vii/34
Páramo Mountain Pull-On - Fleece as soft as it comes, vii/34

Touring, i/47, vii/52
Travels of the UK Kayak Rapid Response Unit [Sutlej and Chandra Rivers],

vii/57
True cost of Olympic medals, i/52
2005 index, i/46
Undercurrents, i/6, vii/6, xii/6
Up the creek, i/7, vii/11, xi/9
Why French canoeing is much better, vii/51

Please note that this 
replaces the incorrect 
index on page 78 of 
the last issue.
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Access and environment, vi/18
Back then, vi/77
Books, vi/48
Calendar, vi/4
Competition,vi/72

Freestyle, vi/73
Slalom, vi/72
Sprint, vi/73

Crossword, vi/76

Do you know?, vi/79
Editorial

Any department but DEFRA, vi/5
Kayak chavs, vi/5

Eureka! vi/34
Films, vi/78
Getting back to basics [Jämtland], vi/24
Guide

Grand Union Canal - Chilterns Section,vi/61

Incident file, vi/23
Letters, vi/71
Storming the Adriatic, vi/52
Touring, vi/40
2006 index, i/78
Undercurrents, vi/6
Unfinished business [Wye], vi/44
Up the creek, vi/5
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Size A4

357 pages

724 photographs

63 maps

Soft cover

0 85288 906 0

1st edition June 2006

Price £29.50

Based on the acclaimed coastal guide 
series, this is the book which has been most 
often requested from Canoeist. The most 
detailed boater’s guide available to the British 
coast in a single volume, it is appropriate 
for those making day trips as well as those 
undertaking circumnavigations. Full of 
sound and practical advice, it gives essential 
guidance on aspects of safety and has an 
exhaustive directory of useful information.

The text is fully illustrated with coloured 
mapping and photographs. This is an 
invaluable resource for anyone venturing out 
onto Britain’s coastal waters.

Foreword by Sean Morley.

ʻFor anyone planning a small boat/kayak 
journey, anywhere around the coastline of 
Britain, I suggest this book is absolutely 
essential reading.ʼ
- Paul Caffyn, Sea Canoeist Newsletter.
'Bigre, quel pavé!... Toute la Grande 
Bretagne est là, à porteé de pagaie, plus 
belle qu'on aurait pu le penser.'
- Canoë Kayak.
ʻmakes for absorbing reading.ʼ - Ceufad.
'A good read for all those interested in 
Britain's long and varied coastline.'
- Dave Robertson, Scottish Paddler.


