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TOURING
January
2
Dart [01392 433811]
5
Locks & Quays on ITV Granada
February
11/12 Keith Thomson’s Weekend, OC,
R Torridge [01460 63812]
A/B/C - Proficiency/Proficiency +/Advanced. K/C - kayak/canoe. 1 - 6 grade.

SURFING
February
4/5
Aberaeron, K
W - wave skis (British Wave Ski Association. K - kayak (BCU). I international. HP - high performance. O - open. BCU Yearbook £2.00 + A5
SAE from 19 Widworthy Drive, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 9BD.

MARATHON
January
8
Frank Luzmore K2, Shepperton
15
Hare & Hounds, Guildford
February
19
Hare & Hounds, Guildford
19
Waterside A, Gt Bedwyn
26
Thameside 1, Aldermaston
H - Hasler final qualifier. K2 - no Div 1 K1. K1 - no Div 1/2 K2. L - long
course. S - short course. Yearbook £4.50 from Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd,
Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 5BX.

SLALOM
February
18/19 British Univs Championships,
Tees
A - restricted entry international. B - invitation international. C - unrestricted
entry international. P - Premier division. 1 - 4 divisions. Cl - club event.
Yearbook £4.00 from Jim Croft, 12 Holmscroft Rd, Luton, Beds LU3 2TJ.

WILD WATER RACING
January
8
Inny, C/Sp, HI
14/15 Army Championships, Washburn
21/22 Avonmore, Cl/Sp
29
Thistlebrig 1, Cl, B/O
29
Taff 1, Cl, B/O/U
February
4/5
Nith, Cl, HI/A/B/O, Inter-Service
Championships
5
Moy, Sp
5
Exe, Cl, B/O/U

Periodical Publishers Association
Independent Publisher Awards

11
Goyt, Cl, B/O/U
11/12 Irwell 1 & National J
Prizegiving, Sp, B/O/Wh/U
18/19 SW Championships, Cl/Sp,
A/B/O, Dart
19
Aughrim, Cl/Sp
19
Leny/Teith, Cl, O
25
E Midlands Championship, Cl,
B/O/U, Derwent
W - world ranking. A - restricted entry international. B - invitation
international. C - unrestricted entry international. Cl - classic. Sp - sprint.
A/B/C - Divisions. OC - open canoes. U - under 14 and under 16. Yearbook
£3.50 + 57p A5 SAE from Sarah Wright, Church Lea, 26 Church St,
Hemswell, Lincs DN21 5UQ.

MULTISPORT
January
8
Wadenhoe Winter Series 2
21
Worcester Duathlon
22
Brandy Wharf Winter Warmer 2
February
5
Wadenhoe Winter Series 3
1922 Brandy Wharf Winter Warmer 3
25
Hereford Duathlon
26
Wadenhoe Winter Series 4
SAILING
February
3 - 5 Winter & 12th AGM, OC,
Ambleside
P - Premier. 2 - Secondary. IC - International Canoe. OC - open canoe.

POLO
January
6 - 8 National Championships,
London
7
London
14
Leeds, 2N
14
Derby, 2NW
14
Coventry, 3S
21
Coventry, 1W

Wishing all
readers a
happy and
prosperous
New Year

Inaugural
Achievement Award
winner
4
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21
Edmonton, 2SW
28
Coventry, 1M
28
Stockport, 3N
28
Derby, 4N
28
Edmonton, 4SE
28
Bristol, 4SW
February
4
Stratford Upon Avon, 4C
4
Derby, Y
11
Leeds, 2N
11
Luton, 3S
11
York, 4N
18
Coventry, 2S
18
Stockport, 3N
25
Dagenham, 2SW
25
Derby, 3C
25
Luton, 4SE
N - national teams. C - club teams. 1 - 5 - divisions. ID - indoors. OD outdoors. Yearbook £3.00 + 50p P&P from Beverley Dancer.

MISCELLANEOUS
January
5 - 8 Wet W Film Festival, I, Hokitika
6 - 15 London Boat Show
8
London Boat Show on ITV
13 - 15Daily Telegraph Adventure Travel
Show, London
21 - 2937th Düsseldorf Boat Show
February
18
BC Paddlesports Festival,
Vancouver
18
Fibreglass Boat Repair Course,
Romsey [01794 521111]
18 - 26Boat Caravan & Outdoor Show,
Birmingham
22/23 Boating Business Exhibition,
Bournemouth
Italics - change, late addition or late notification. I - international. O - open.
WC - world cup. GP - grand prix. EC - European championships or Europa
cup. M/L/W/B/G - men/ladies/women/boys/girls. S/J/Y/V senior/junior/youth/veteran. U18 - under 18.

Editorial
It was my intention that there should be no further issues of Canoeist
after the June 2005 issue. In the subsequent half year there has been a lot
of water under the bridge and some unexpected trends. Firstly, there was
an enormous mailbag with hundreds of tremendously supportive
messages which have been very much appreciated. Most of the rude
things about the digital format had already been said and only two people
had anything negative to say about the content (and they had vested
interests elsewhere). There has also been significant comment about what
remains for canoeists, supporting what I am hearing from the news stands
about magazine sales. I had expected the messages to dwindle away with
time but they have not stopped and have begun to build up again over
the last month, when I have had subscription enquiries from as far away
as Latvia.
I have also had one or two
heated
exchanges
with
advertising agencies who have
been pursuing ‘bargain offers’
elsewhere and are upset that we
are no longer on the shelves to
serve them now they find they
need us. I have seen precisely
two non compulsory British
canoeing magazines this last year,
one at an exhibition and one
being looked at on a train.
This issue differs from those before. It has no paid advertising and no
cover price. It is free to anyone who wants to download it, which should
be some compensation for those who are not keen on the format. In
many ways it is an omnibus review issue for the last half year. Because it
is unfunded, there some regular features missing. In particular, the
competition coverage relies partly on BCU information which began to
be sent to us from this April. I have not been able to attend events in
person. One discipline did offer to pay my expenses to cover their
national championships but at that stage I was not planning any more
issues so there seemed no point in preparing an article I could not run.
I have attended just one conference and one exhibition this last half
year. I suspect there are many bodies and people of influence around the
fringes of canoeing who have an effect on the sport but are no longer
seeing any canoeing interest. A bit like stopping pedalling a bike, the
negative effects will not be obvious at first. We have had a sport where
researched and uncontrolled printed comment this last half year has been
just the odd concerned paragraph in the Sunday press.
By the time we stopped publishing, the chairman of one Olympic
canoeing discipline had minuted that the BCU constitution had been
suspended while the chairman of the other Olympic discipline had
written in his yearbook how policies were seriously damaging the sport.
More of concern has happened in the last half year.
A BCU member completed his four year ban and reapplied for
membership. He was given another four year ban instead, no hearing, no
defence, no lawyers paid to go on the board in contravention of the
constitution, no unqualified laymen giving a medical report on his state
of mental health, just a fait accompli ban.
Another member had been banned after he was said to have reported
an alleged child abuse case by a coach. Another former member has
accepted responsibility for the reporting, which should not have been the
issue anyway, but no apology has been forthcoming to anyone from the
BCU management.
Members taking issue with BCU policies have been reported by the
BCU management to the Nottinghamshire police for harassment.
Equally, there seems an inability to distinguish between checking on the
wellbeing of sick staff and harassment to get back to work.
A talent identity scheme was launched, drawing concerns from many
quarters. A BCU coach called a meeting to allow the worries to be
discussed but was told that he would be sacked if the meeting went
ahead, which it didn’t.

Living in
interesting
times

Publisher contact
Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames,
Oxon OX14 4PE
Fax 01235 847270
Email mail@canoeist.co.uk
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the editor or publishers.
References to waters do not necessarily imply that
access or passage is legally permitted or that they
are safe in all conditions. The editor and publishers
can not be held responsible for any omissions of
references to hazards from notes on these waters.
They do not necessarily support advertising claims
nor do they hold themselves responsible for
inadequacies in items of equipment reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is an independent magazine. Enquiries to
governing bodies and associations should be
addressed to them, not to this magazine. Addresses
are to be found on the Classified pages.
Cover: Anna Hemmings
back in action, taking the
gold medal at the Perth
world marathon
championships. Coverage of
the event begins on page
56.

The BCU have employed a senior coach who left employment
with the Belgian team under a cloud. At best, his expressed views on
drugs in sport are not those with which many would wish to
associate themselves and most would want to have a less clouded
record on the part played by drugs in past performances by
themselves.
You may not choose between BCU, SCA, WCA and CANI
membership except by physically moving your home address across a
border. You may, however, join an overseas canoeing body with
reciprocal membership rights with the BCU. It has been suggested that
joining the Royal Belgian Canoe Federation might be an appropriate
way of making a statement on the ethics of drugs in sport. I remember
seeing the Ullapool fishing fleet in 1994 all flying Canadian flags, as
were fishing boats elsewhere around our coast after the Canadian
government stood up to the EU over fishing rights while Westminster
capitulated. Similar principles might apply here.
Anyone with responsibilities is going to make the occasional mistake
or choose the unpopular option from time to time but we are seeing
action time after time which bends or breaks the rules or is otherwise
found unacceptable by many paddlers. People employed to serve the
membership seem to find it their duty to suppress the membership.
More worrying is the closing of ranks over some dubious decisions,
decisions supported in high places.
I have to confess that I have no idea where we go from here, either
as a sport or as a magazine. I can only suggest that you check on us
from time to time. As in the White Water Magazine days, this is back to
being a labour of love but with no funding.

Stuart Fisher
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Madeline Leahu

effect. On Mar 11th they are running a course on use of
epoxy resins. The courses are in Romsey and will also
result in taking home more than £30 worth of
materials. [01794 521111]

Trips

Time, please
Anne and Allan have
retired from the shop at
the Canolfan Tryweryn.
Vast numbers of
paddlers have been
grateful to have been
served by them over the
years.

The real danger
of white water

David Train gets
further 4 year ban
Having completed his 4 year ban, David Train
applied for readmission to the BCU. Instead of being
accepted he has received a second 4 year ban. There
was no hearing, just a straight ban. Allegedly, he named
some BCU officials while ‘harassing’ them.

Boat materials courses
Have you got a glassfibre boat but don’t know how
to repair it? West Systems are running a course on Feb
18th to show you how to handle glassfibre to best

Claire Snape

Canoes to try at the
Beale Park Thames Boat
Show which drew a
record attendance of
7,400 people.

In July Mark Stocker paddled from Poole across the
English Channel to Cherbourg. The 107km trip took
him 14 hrs 25 mins.
John and Louisa Bichard have completed their 2220
trip along the Swedish coastline. After 56 days of
paddling they were lean, tanned and bitten by
mosquitoes. They encountered force 6 winds, seas of
over 3m, people who were kind and generous and all
sorts of wildlife, harbour and grey seals, a snake and a
toad and horseflies the size of bumble bees They were
surrounded by a flock of sheep, invaded by a herd of
woolly cows and came across the jumping pike of
Haparanda. They paddled in all kind of conditions,
thick fog, strong winds with and against them, long
rolling swells and high fast chop. They were chilled,
baked, wind dried, tumbled about in confusing roller
coaster seas and enjoyed hours speeding down surf
waves. At times, after days of paddling into the wind, it
seemed it would never end then a strong following
wind, a breathtaking sunset or waking up on a beautiful
sundrenched sandy beach would make it all worth it.
There were a few close calls, a night paddle when the
skies darkened, the wind picked up and they had to
head out around a breakwater, the longest 5km ever
paddling along the seawall in Helsingborg harbour
amidst ferries, currents, a strong sidewind and big
refracting waves; there have been a few near misses
with dozy speedboat drivers and two flash gales when
the paddles felt like they would be ripped out of their
hands.

Peter Knowles was
interviewed for an ITV
undercover programme
on the dangers of white
water rafting holidays.
He quoted American
statistics suggesting you
are 30 times as likely to
die on the way to the
river as on the water
itself but felt it was not
what the producer
wanted to hear.

Albert Woods
MSc
BCU president and
BOA vice president
Albert Woods has been
awarded an honorary
MSc by Nottingham’s
Trent University. This
was ‘in recognition of
his national and
international
prominence as a
sportsman, sports
organizer and
administrator.’
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Sadie Paris receives a wad of notes from Christos Pishias, somehow rather more meaningful than the usual
giant cardboard cheque.
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Douglas Paton

Image Matters Photography

A New Zealand team have been the first to circumnavigate South Georgia. Sean
Morley had planned to go solo this year but abandoned the attempt after a
British group including Nigel Dennis and Peter Bray booked the support boat.
Fife Canoeing Activities Group held a sponsored
paddle down the Tay from Loch Tay to Grandtully.
They raised £960 for the children’s hospice charity
CHAS.

Second childhood
The Jubilee Centre in Camden have run days for
professionals to try what the kids do. Abseiling, rock
climbing and kayaks were on offer with a couple of
swimmers from the 60 head teachers, youth club
leaders, community street wardens and youth offender
officials from a number of London boroughs. Fresh
fruit, scones and juices were on offer to aid recovery.

BW to move
BW are expected to
move from Watford to
new offices beside the
Grand Union Canal at
Apsley near Hemel
Hempstead late in
2007.

Water film
festival again
The Wet West Film
Festival, a
competitive
international event,
takes place for a
second time over Jan
5 - 8th in Hokitika,
New Zealand.

UP THE CREEK

Rachel Q Smith

27 year old Christos Pishias has raised £4,467.51 for
Make-a-Wish Foundation UK by paddling across the
Channel in 5 hrs 36 mins. Halfway he was capsized by
the wash from a Chinese container ship but his escort
vessel got him back into his kayak.
Sean Morley is to attempt to circumnavigate Iceland
solo from May, only a third the length of his last trip
but with tougher conditions. Jonathan Burleigh got
90% of the way round in 2003 but was stopped by
headwinds and huge surf. Sean will also try to improve
upon the £10,000 he raised for the RNLI and Marine
Conservation Society on his circumnavigation of
Britain and Ireland (Jan 05, p30).
Dermot Higgins is planning a 3 day kayak trip along
the Royal Canal, 50km/day. Contact him if interested
in joining in. [dermiso@gofree-indigo.ie]
Former BCU treasurer and DW paddler Jerry Rogers
and a friend are rowing across the Atlantic from the
Canaries to Antigua to raise funds for Cancer &
Leukaemia in Children. Contributor Mike Norman is
also to row across. In 2007 dragon boat racers Rachel
Smith and Lin Griesel are also to take part in the
Atlantic Rowing Race. As well as attempting to break
the British women’s record they hope to raise £90,000
for Breast Cancer Care.

years as an adventurer, guide and lecturer. She has now
been given a special visa. Sponsors include Helly
Hansen.
Fiona Whitehead and matt Milloy set out to paddle
round Sri Lanka, a 1,400km trip which included land
mined beaches and snake infested jungle, McMurdo
providing a Fastfind PLB in case it all went wrong.
Two days into the trip Fiona packed up and went
home, dismissed in a single sentence on their trip
website.
Friar is to return to Greece this year for a further
open canoe odyssey.

Lin Griesel and Rachel Smith are to row the Atlantic.
Swede Renata Chlumska is undertaking a 15 month
circuit of the USA, the route to paddle from Seattle to
the Mexican border, bike across to the Rio Grande
towing her kayak, paddle down past the Florida Keys
up to the tip of Maine, bike and paddle across to the
Great Lakes then bike, hike and skate back to the start.
It was to have been with mountaineer fiancé Goran
Kropp but he was killed in a climbing accident in
2002. After this she could not get a long enough visa
for the trip, not being recognized as an athlete. For the
record, she was the first Swedish woman to climb
above 8,000m to the summit of Mt Shishapangma
Central in 1997, rode an antique Royal Enfield from
India via Pakistan and Iran to Sweden, was the first
Swedish woman to climb Mt Everest and has spent 7

Either Roger was still hung over or the waves were wobblier today...
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Primary school
children taught
water safety
BW have run a week
for 120 9 - 11 year olds
on the River Lea to teach
them about water safety.
As well as exploring the
marshes at Tottenham
they arranged canoeing
sessions with Haringey
Youth Paddlers.

Baker stars in Glasgow
Shaun Baker attended the National Games in
Glasgow, where he was featured in the programme. He
did stunt kayak demonstrations, presented medals and
signed autographs for competitors. Paddling and
interviews were filmed by Sky and BBC Scotland.

From April, Sport England will be responsible for
funding community sport while all matters relating to elite
sport in England will pass to UK Sport. This makes things
very much clearer for those away from the cutting edge
but produces the anomaly of the UK body responsible for
English teams.

Water TV programmes
The Splash Camp TV series has proved to be a great
success with 20% of 8 - 16 year olds knowing about the
programme. 7% have already tried a watersport as a result
and a further 57% hope to do so. The figures are higher for
lower social grades, those less often associated with
watersports. A second series is proposed and France, the
USA and China have shown interest in having something
similar.
ITV are to run an hour programme on the London
Boat Show on Jan 8th at 2pm.
Beginning on Jan 5th at 7.30pm, ITV Granada are
showing the first of a 10 part series entitled Locks & Quays.
It follows a journey along the Leeds & Liverpool Canal and
up the Lancaster Canal, including stories from other canals.

Sport England to
quit Nottingham
Sport England are
proposing to leave
Holme Pierrepont.
Regardless of who takes
over, there is little
incentive to make much
effort at present. The
BCU are interested if
Nottinghamshire County
Council do not want the
venue.

Open canoe site
John Kelly has set up
an open canoe website
at songofthepaddle.co.uk
as he feels there is
nothing suitable for
enthusiasts.

BC film festival
Submissions are being
sought for the BC
Paddlesports Festival
being run in Vancouver
on Feb 18th, both for the
main films category and
for the 3 minute film
competition. John
Grace’s 921 BC is to be
premièred at the festival.
[00 1 604 984 0700]

Outdoor
Adventure Show
cancelled

Louise McCarthy

The Outdoor
Adventure Show to have
been run at Olympia
over Feb 17 - 19th has
been cancelled because
of lack of support. The
organizers’ OS Outdoor
Show including the
International Canoe
Exhibition is still to go
ahead.

The RNLI are trying to
standardize safety
information signs
installed on British
beaches.

Accident prone
Bournemouth and Poole
The RNLI have issued statistics for 2004 for rescues
by their beach lifeguards. Of the 5,917 incidents
attended around the coast, over 650 were to residents of
Bournemouth or Poole. These included 59 of the 298
major incidents in the British Isles, Meanwhile, the
lifeboats have had their busiest summer on record.

Volunteer assistants
sought for Broads
The Nancy Oldfield Trust of Neatishead provides
water activities for people with mental and physical
disabilities from a base on Barton Broad. Volunteer
canoe instructors are needed to help them with their
work. [01692 630572]

YHA could sell properties
The YHA have 39 properties losing money and a
further 40 which are borderline. Struggling with
interest repayments on debts, they are considering
selling these. However, the YHA told Canoeist this is a
worst case scenario and they hope to produce a less
onerous 5 year strategy.

Funding canoeing
‘How much?’ An actor
dressed as a 19th
century number 1
orders coffee from BW
in the newly restored
Top Lock Cottage at
Foxton.
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Lace Market Properties are to sponsor British
Olympic paddlers to the tune of £40,000 up to the
2008 Olympic Games. They also provided support
ahead of the Athens Olympics.
The BCU’s junior placid water development
programme has been funded £139,250 by Sport
England from their Community Club Development
Programme.
CANOEIST January 2006

Filming the first Splash Camp series.

US travel requirements
The Advance Passenger Information System is now
in place for visitors travelling to the USA. Their
preference is for a full address including zip code of
where you will be staying on the first night. If you do
not know and will be hiring a vehicle they want a
general itinerary of your stay. If you are to spend some
weeks touring around and you know of places you will
be staying some of the time, have the details as full as
possible. If you do not make it easy for the immigration
authorities they will not make it easy for you.

Don’t play with knives
Our enthusiastic knife reviewer John Fenna has
progressed into making his own. All went well until the
dog crept up behind him and barked. The resulting cut
went to the bone and bled like a fire hose.

Touring rules
Several years back Canoeist called for the rules for the
Strand Touring Award to be changed so that individual
clubs should not have to compete with a national
association such as the Canoe-Camping Club. The
CCC was then divided into regions which should still
have given them an advantage. However, that premier
touring club, Westel, have seen them off year after year.
The rules are now being considered with a view to
tipping the balance away from Westel. I don’t agree. If
a individual club undertakes more touring each year
than any of the branches of a national touring club then
they deserve to keep winning the trophy. If the CCC
are finding the results boring they need to get more
members on the water more often, not change the
rules. Personally, I would like to see more ordinary
clubs challenging Westel’s supremacy by touring more.

Rich Moore

Endurance
exhibition

Tring Water Rats on tour, unless you know better.

Canoeists support
record swim
A record breaking swim down 237km of the Thames
from Inglesham to Twickenham by 55 year old Andy
Nation to raise £150,000 for the Anthony Nolan trust
was supported by the BCU Lifeguards. Dave Messenger
and daughter Sarah-Jane paddled an open canoe towing a
floating swimming pool lane line as a marker. Andy
wanted to continue to Southend but was not allowed to
on safety grounds.

Liverpool apology
Liverpool City Council have apologized for the
drowning of the Welsh speaking village of Capel Celyn
on the Tryweryn in the 1960s as Llyn Celyn was filled
behind its new dam. This action is claimed to have
resulted in Plaid Cymru’s becoming a viable political
force. The dam supplies Liverpool with 340l/s of water
which would otherwise go unregulated down the river.

60,000 waterways
records online
On Feb 16th the Waterways Trust will launch Virtual
Waterways at virtualwaterways.co.uk. This will offer
60,000 archive records relating to the canal system,
information currently stored at 15 BW locations. Four
years have been spent getting those records into a
searchable format, relating to 165 canal companies, mostly
mid 18th to mid 20th centuries, and including plans and
maps. The database will continue to expand in the future.

Breton meet
The CK/mer are planning an international meet on
the north coast of Brittany at Buguéles over 14 - 20th
Aug. They can collect paddlers from ferries at Roscoff
and St Malo but each participant will be responsible for
himself while camping or on the water and will decide
where he wants to paddle each day, the CK/mer
providing advice on everything from bars to water
conditions. E20 per adult of E60 per family will cover the
cost of the campsite with toilets ad showers plus a meal
on the Wednesday evening. To take part in the
opportunities offered by this fascinating part of the Côtes
d’Armor you need to apply by Mar 15th.
[jmt.kayakdemer@gamil.com]

Welsh accounts
The WCA have turned a £39,000 loss in 2003/4 to a
£72,000 profit for 2004/5 as a result of the EA’s making
more water available, allowing more income from
coaching and rafting. Canolfan Tryweryn made a

Tim FitzHigham is touring until the end of February
with a comedy show on his paper boat trip down
the Thames (May 03, p16)
£138,000 profit, offset by a governing body deficit of
£66,000.

Burgler’s dawn
canoe getaway
A 37 year old attempting to break into a house in
Thornaby was disturbed and made his getaway by canoe
on the Tees. He was picked up by close circuit TV
cameras and then a police helicopter, eventually being
cornered while hiding under a vehicle.

Frome boom
Having moved to the Paddle Power programme,
Frome Canoe Club have received financial support from
bodies around the town and bought a fleet of short
kayaks and paddles for youngsters. Even so, they were
oversubscribed through the summer.

Ostracized
Although oysters are found wild on the west coast of
Scotland it is illegal to gather them without Crown Estate
permission. The police wish to have reports of people
seen harvesting them illegally although it is not clear how
you will tell whether they have permission.

The NMMC are
presenting an
Endurance & Survival
exhibition from Feb
11th to Jan 2007.
Shackleton, MacArthur,
Knox-Johnston and
Bullimore will be
featured, together with
Peter Bray’s Atlantic
crossing and Derek
Hutchinson’s North Sea
Crossing of 1976. Sean
Morley, Derek
Hutchinson and Tim
FitzHigham all feature
in the Set Sail display in
the entrance gallery.
At what point does a
paper kayak held
together with resin
become an epoxy
kayak with some bits of
paper embedded?
Correspondence with
the NMMC on the topic
has moved on to
discuss other
reinforcements,
including cannabis,
source of hemp rope.
Apart from the legal
aspects and misuse of
materials by the
builders (when the boat
might not be all which
would float), surely it
could work. Elsewhere
in the county the Eden
Project have a patch of
legal cannabis, fairly
low grade stuff, some of
which they might like
to donate to a suitable
project.

Peter Begent
Peter died peacefully at the end of August after a
2 year battle with cancer. He had been involved
with the running of the Devizes to Westminster
Race for an incredible 57 years, largely as its
chairman or president. This has been Britain’s best
known canoeing event, independently run, and
Peter was in from the beginning. Few events
anywhere have had such a long history of service
from one person. Even so, he was not without
other interests, being a prominent member of the
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths and a popular
bowls player. He was comfortable chatting to
royalty and paupers and had a wicked sense of
humour. He was not one to bow to authority. Peter
was one of the great characters within canoeing and
the sport would have achieved far less without him.
For a fuller insight, read his profile in our June 98
issue.
CANOEIST January 2006
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The National Audit
Office have found the EA
to provide ‘a wellmanaged and
professional water
resources service in
England.’ They are
looking at the financial
aspects, of course.

Sheffield, naturally
Sheffield has been
chosen for the
headquarters of Natural
England, a welcome
development. However,
staff numbers will be low,
many remaining in old
offices in Peterborough
and Cheltenham.

And I quote...
... Russell Robson of
the EA on a best practice
guide by the Association
of Inland Navigation
Authorities, ‘For too long
our beautiful waterway
network has been
perceived as being for the
boating community
only.’

Liverpool Link
to start
Funding is now in
place for work to begin
early next year on the
Liverpool Link which will
join the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal with the
heritage dock area.
Completion is planned
for the end of 2007, the
maritime city’s 800th
anniversary, and ready
for the 2008 European
City of Culture.

Ulva parking
Contrary to Scottish Sea Kayaking’s advice, paddlers
are asked not to use the Ulva ferry carpark on Mull at
NM446398. As an interim measure they should use the
one at NM448400, parking neatly at the end away from
the ferry if leaving cars for several days. Under the
Access Code, wild camping is no longer illegal but only
for small groups. In addition, fires should be small,
under control at all times and removed before
departure, usually on the shore and raked over. Parking
here may be subject to further changes.

Madeline Leahu

Financially
efficient

Views from the top
Biodiversity Minister Jim Knight has issued a
challenge to find innovative ways of engaging with
people to raise their interest in wildlife and its
protection. Keeping them out of the countryside would
not seem to be the best method.
Prince Charles has said that young people should
reconnect with the countryside. Does this mean that he
supports access to allow them to do so?
Environment Minister Elliot Morley has called for
Britons flying abroad to contribute cash to schemes
reducing carbon emissions to make up for the carbon
dioxide produced by the flight. On the other hand, he
could keep his promise on access and allow us to stay at
home rather than having to go abroad to find legally
available water.

The EA have been using radar speed guns to trap
boaters on the Thames, who risk £1,000 fines for
exceeding the 8km/h speed limit, relatively slow for
a K1 or K2. While there is prestige for being booked
for exceeding a road speed limit on a bicycle, the
position is less endearing for paddlers and the
speed more likely to be achieved. However, rowers
are easier targets and their locations usually better
known, not to mention to fact that they usually
looking the other way. If you see someone in a high
visibility jacket and buoyancy aid on a bridge, the
odds are that he is not digging a hole in the road.

Promoting the
positive side of
access
SNH have been
preparing more TV
advertising in support of
the Access Code. Part of
the script required kayaks
to come down a rapid
and exchange greetings
with an angler.
Mike Dales takes over
the late Andy Jackson’s
job as SCA Access &
Environment Officer,
having previously served
a similar function with
the Mountaineering
Council of Scotland. John
Picken, who has
effectively done the work
in a voluntary capacity
for most of the year, has
now resigned.
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A picture to gladden your heart. A BW boat leaves Norwood with 50 shopping trolleys to return to Tesco in
Hayes. BW take 250 trolleys a year out of London canals alone and are working on national agreements
with the large supermarkets to pay bounties on the return of trolleys. If you suffer from hitting supermarket
trolleys in canals, rivers, lakes or even the sea you will applaud the initiative although you might have
doubts about what it will do for the flavour of your groceries.
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Debbie Walker

Hills and Dales

Visiting the Tamar valley AONB, Jim Knight said
‘AONBs are national assets and are there for all to
enjoy’ ... except the boating public, who may only use
the Tamar below Gunnislake where it becomes tidal.
Many forestry estates have rivers through them.
Visiting the Moreton & Affpuddle Plantation between
the Piddle and Frome, he said ‘England’s public
woodlands are there to be enjoyed, understood, valued
and cared for by all of us... on foot.’ Activities like
horse riding and cycling were described as ‘higher
rights’.
On achieving social justice in rural areas he said ‘we
are all responsible for addressing disadvantage wherever
it occurs.’

the rights are then reallocated to others. On the other
hand, it could hit canals. It needs to be seen in the
context of action such as on the Basingstoke Canal
where the operators were opposed by the EA from
pumping their own water back up a lock flight to assist
navigation water levels, presumably nothing to do with
the effect it would have on numbers of boat
movements. Broads Authority licence fees are to rise by
13% this year. The extra money will be used for
improved moorings and dredging. EA and BW boat
licences are also to rise well ahead of inflation. This is
because they are linked to construction indices, which
are running ahead of general inflation because of the
sharp increase in the cost of reinforcing steel.

Blue notes

Best practice on the Awe

The BMF have quietly shelved their Big Blue brand
name which was universally disliked throughout the
marine industry. However, they have launched Green
Blue to promote good environmental practice. Many
people will associate this name with toxic algae.

The Argyll District Salmon Fishery Board has
replaced the Awe Fisheries Board.
Take particular care during October as this time
provides some of the best fishing. Whenever paddlers
use the top section they are asked to follow the general
advice for paddling the Awe as follows:
At the put in for the River Awe the pool below the
barrage on the River Awe is an important one for
fishing interests as it can contain some of the best fishing
on the river. The tailrace from the barrage also provides
some useful white water and this means there can be
several parties all interested in the same piece of water.
You can help avoid any problems by speaking to any
fishermen who may be present when you first arrive at
the river, before unloading boats. Often a friendly
introduction helps to reduce any tension. Discussing
your plans with the angler gives the angler sufficient
time to arrange fishing and move downstream before
you play at the barrage. The angler can then continue
normal fishing when you pass on down the river.
Friendly communication can go a long way to ensuring
that the needs of both paddlers and anglers are
accommodated.
The fishery board have agreed a release on the Awe
for 2006 for Sunday April 30th.

Restoratives
Restoration of the Droitwich Barge and Junction
Canals is going ahead this winter, providing a link
between the Worcester & Birmingham Canal and the
River Severn. Problems to be resolved include a
crossing of the A449 and 1km bypassing a housing
estate built on the line of the canal.
The 2012 Olympic decision now means there is a
high probability that the Bow Back Rivers restoration
by BW will go ahead.

Reasons for
soaring licence fees
The EA are proposing to increase water abstraction
fees by 8 - 10% per year over the next 4 - 5 years to
‘create a fund to enable the Agency to revoke historical
rights’. This will leave more water in some rivers unless

John Picken

Charging for
Loch an Eilein
The SCA are looking
into whether there has
been charging for
access onto Loch an
Eilein, 5km south of
Aviemore, particularly
important being
information on the
wording of any signs
relating to boating. The
landowner could avoid
the requirements of the
Land Reform Act if
suitable evidence
could not be obtained.

Reef scheme
falls flat
Plans for a 170m
reef at Newquay to
increase wave size to
21/2 times current
height have failed to
attract the support of
Restormel Borough
Council. Rowers,
fishermen and many
local residents are
opposed.

Angling
promotion
The EA ran a major
radio and TV
campaign in support of
National Fishing Week
with 130 events. They
are to follow it up with
a similar campaign for
small boat users... just
kidding.

The RSPB and British Trust for Ornithology have published an index for wild bird population numbers, bird numbers thought to be
indicative of animal numbers and the state of the countryside generally. While some farmers claim to look after the countryside and
that boats frighten birds, the chart would seem to suggest otherwise with farm birds in decline but seabirds on the increase.
CANOEIST January 2006
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Debbie Walker

Canal tunnel
enlightenment

Kiyoshi Ota/newsteam.co.uk

Louise McCarthy

Newbold Tunnel on the Oxford Canal
near Rugby is now a brighter place as a
result of groups of red, blue and green
floodlights which give an ethereal glow in
a tube of light (left).
Improved lighting is one of the
measures taken at Camden on the
Regent’s Canal to improve security
(above).

misleading information to stop paddlers using the river,
especially when anglers were still using it.

Cleaner water
98.8% of designated English bathing water beaches
now reach minimum EU standards although the
standards are to be tightened again. Meanwhile, the
next issue is to tackle diffuse pollution from farm fields.
Upland lakes and streams have seen the levels of acid
sulphur halved in the last 15 years as a result of an 84%
decline in sulphur dioxide emissions and 37% decline in
nitrogen oxides following the switch from coal to gas
for power stations plus reduced ammonia emissions
from agriculture.

Canal crocodile

Mid November on the Coventry Canal.

Ache protest
400 paddlers from 10
nations including Britain
took part in a
demonstration on the
Ötztaler Ache in support
of local residents
opposing the construction
of a large dam. Rafts and
double kayaks were
available for visitors who
wanted to join paddlers
on the water.

Canyon viewpoint
The Hualapi tribe are
to build a U shaped
walkway out from the rim
of the Grand Canyon. It
will be 1.2km above the
Colorado and will have a
glass floor.
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A wildlife survey of canals has resulted in an alleged
small crocodile being seen on the Cotswold Canal route
in addition to such more likely creatures as terrapins and
an osprey near the Oxford Canal. Sightings of mink
were as common as of kingfishers, two people making a
sighting for every five reporting a mallard or a swan.

Unseasonal weather
Sea kayak users in San Francisco Bay have reported
seeing geese flying north when they should have been
flying south, wondering whether they had got their
migration wrong or were just off for a night out.
Meanwhile, ducklings have appeared on the Coventry
Canal just 5 weeks before Christmas in the wake of the
October warm spell. They are now in safe BW custody.

Going with the flow
There have been challenges in Scotland by anglers to
paddlers going upstream. The Access Code places no
limitation on the direction of travel, regardless of which
way anglers usually travel. Don’t even ask about tidal
rivers.
Paddlers on the Leny were stopped by a water board
official and asked not to paddle it from October to
February because of spawning salmon. The river usually
requires spate conditions to paddle it. It is worrying to
see an official abusing his position and presenting
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It couldn’t have been this crocodile because it is on
the Shropshire Union Canal.

Access déjà vu for byways
The Motoring Organizations’ Land Access &
Recreation Association are warning about problems
with clauses 61 and 62 of the Natural Environment &
Rural Communities Bill which will guarantee rights of
way for vehicles on tracks only if correctly recorded on
definitive maps. There are known to be many errors on

the maps and some vehicular rights of way are only
marked as footpaths, bridleways or restricted byways. In
2000 the Government allowed 25 years for challenges
to the maps. In 2003 this was changed to 1 year from
the commencement of the CRoW Act. On Nov 10th
the Government said claims since May 19th 2005 are to
be disallowed. Records are widely spread and not
available to the public at weekends when most people
are free to study them. Trying to prove historical use on
byways is as difficult as it is on rivers. Indeed, this affects
us directly as we often need such byways to get to and
from the rivers, lakes, canals and sea, just as many other
law abiding people need them. The LARA make the
point that those who chew up tracks illegally with
scrambling bikes, the public’s main concern, will
continue to do so. It will be everyone else forced onto
the wrong side of the law who will be compromised.
The LARA are calling for adequate time to establish
definitive maps with the safeguard of a sustainability
test. Currently, authorities have a flood of applications
and many existing public rights of way will be
extinguished in all the confusion. Lack of access rights
to reach water from the road will not help rights of
being on the water, even if the latter can be proved.
You could be prosecuted before you even get in your
boat. The LARA call on those who need to take
vehicles on byways to lobby MPs. Call 01630 657627
or email larahq@aol.com for more details.

Give us a present
£1,200,000 of DEFRA funding has been set aside to
encourage landowners to give rights of way to the
public. Jim Knight has reminded landowners that they
may dedicate land for public use if they wish. Dr Tayo
Adebowale of the Countryside Agency said ‘This
project could open up even more of the countryside for
people to enjoy, whether it’s for walking, cycling,
learning about wildlife, horseriding or canoeing.’ We’ll
let you know if we hear of any examples.

Thames tideway
cleanup options
Periodic floods of sewage into the Thames are to be
addressed. There could be a 35km interceptor trunk in
15 years or smaller schemes more quickly and
improvements at the large works at Beckton, Crossness
and Mogden. One way or another, the river should
become cleaner unless the cash goes the way of the
other construction funding and resources in the
southeast, towards the 2012 Olympics.

This House urges

BW

John Grogan’s Early Day Motion ‘That this House
urges the Government to extend legislation on access to
the countryside to allow canoeists and users of other
non-powered craft the same access rights as those
provided for walkers; acknowledges that the most
successful Olympic canoeing nation, Germany, requires
land owners to tolerate the use of non-powered craft on
their waterways; and believes that with increased access
to waterways, there will be greater participation in
canoeing leading both to obvious health benefits for the
BW have put out draft guidance on
anti motorcycle barriers on
towpaths. This is one picture from
guidance which suggests that
cyclists and wheelchair users find
existing barriers as unpleasant as canoeists do. It
calls for other methods of control but does not
mention portaging canoeists in how users will be
affected, despite our raising the issue in our meeting
with BW’s technical director in May (Jun, p15).

nation and to increased chances of future Olympic
success’ of Nov 7th drew 80 signatures in the first
month, over 10% up on the previous such EDM.
Members supporting it from England, Wales and
Northern Ireland were 39 Labour, 21 Conservative, 17
Liberal Democrat, 2 Democratic Unionist and 1 Plaid
Cymru, nobody from Scotland, of course, where the
legislation has already been enacted.
I was particularly pleased to see that the list included
Ed Vaizey, the new young Tory for Wantage, who has
had a very busy summer, not only getting married but
also being a prominent promoter of David Cameron for
the Conservative leadership. I suspect that access was
the first issue on his desk the morning he was elected
and he has been back to me several times on the
subject. Clearly, he has the ear of his leader, who says
that the Tories need to get back to the aspirations of the
public. That stops well short of what Elliot Morley
promised 8 years ago that a Labour Government would
do but it looks no less hopeful than Labour’s dogged
trudge up Dead End Street in pursuit of Brighton’s
revival of agreement proposals.

How to watch
marine wildlife

Electronic beach
data
Aberdeen, Portobello,
Brighouse Bay,
Sandhills, Ayr, Troon,
Prestwick, Irvine,
Saltcoats and Ettrick Bay
beaches have SEPA
electronic signage on
pollution levels from Jun
1st to Sep 15th, the first
of its kind in Europe.
98% accuracy has been
claimed in predicting
water quality.

Narrow kayak
Richard Emsley of the
Wey & Arun Canal Trust
has restyled his kayak to
look like a miniature
narrowboat. It has been
seen promoting the
canal, which enthusiasts
are attempting to restore.

Stort extension

SNH have put out their Scottish Marine Wildlife
Watching Code for comment before February. It includes
a section for kayak users and details best practice and
what the law says, accepting that wildlife may
deliberately approach boats. It offers advice on the
habits of creatures from whales to turtles and is
interesting and helpful reading.
* Researchers in Scotland note that the cold water
white beaked dolphin has largely been replaced by the
warmer water common dolphin off the Scottish coast in
recent years.

There are plans to
extend the Stort
Navigation upstream to
the northern part of
Bishop’s Stortford. It will
mean dredging a section
of the River Stort which
even small craft are
currently banned from
using.

Scotland’s largest
new HEP scheme

The Baltic has been
badly affected from
Sweden right across to
Germany this last
summer by toxic blue
green algae. Warm
water and pollution from
agriculture and industry
are blamed.

A hydroelectric scheme on the Abhain na Crinnich, a
grade 4 - 5 run from Loch Uisge to Loch a’ Choire on
the northwest side of Loch Linnhe, is the largest
conventional HEP scheme to be built in Scotland since
1963. A small dam on the upper loch has been
superseded by a 110m long x 6m high concrete
structure which will impound 700,000m3 of water.
3.2m3/s of water will be taken downstream in a pipe
which drops 143m. This will give just 20% more output
than if the water was left in the river. The scheme,
which also brings in some water from other parts of the
catchment, is expected to work for 47% of the time and
generate 3.5MW. Clients Scottish & Southern
Electricity say the area previously had very little
environmental pollution. In Scottish White Water Andy
Jackson describes it as ‘a cracking little river... like a
mountain burn.’ The dam can weir over but it will
need a lot of rain before it will do so.

Positive lead
from WFD conference
In September Canoeist attended the EU conference
on the Water Framework Directive and agriculture,
the only canoeing interest to do so. The conference
was hosted by the Government as part of their EU
presidency with delegates from all over Europe,
including Spanish environmentalists and government
officials who nearly came to blows with each other. It
was opened by Environment Minister Elliot Morley
who raised three issues, water quality, the cost of
improving it and the social aspects. The third was to be
largely ignored as environmentalists called for ever
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Blue green Baltic

Black and white in
Canada
A dam is to be built on
the Magpie River in
Québec. However,
developers are required
to allow releases at
suitable times for river
users and some profit
has to be returned to
support adventure
tourism.

3,000 and still
waiting to start
The Countryside
Council for Wales’ Tir
Gofal scheme, which
pays out public money
to farmers for access and
other stipulations, is
about to hit the 3,000
farms mark, covering
2,760km2 of Wales. The
scheme has yet to
produce its first metre of
river access in exchange
for all the handouts.
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Llangollen
settlement?

suggested could not have been done legally in 98% of
English and Welsh rivers.
Chris Kaighin of the DEFRA, seconded to the EA,
presented the showcase Ribble pilot scheme where lots
of public money is being handed out to farmers under
an Environmental Stewardship scheme. There were
some EA publicity cards of the catchment which, I
noted, did not contain a single human being. I also
noted that there was nothing here for people who wish
to travel along the water in suitable conditions. A
representative of the WWF in Northern Ireland asked if
there had been any improvement in water quality after
two years of handing out grants. Amazingly, Kaighin
didn’t know although other interests in the room were
quick to reassure the questioner that it would be a
number of years before any results would be seen,
during which time the grants should continue to be
handed out in case they were doing any good (to
précis).
They needed a final question so I had another bite of
the cherry, wanting to know if water could be too
clean, having an adverse effect on wildlife, and whether
there was a level at which we would be satisfied or
whether we would always want water a bit cleaner.
Answers in the conference were not clearcut but I was
told in the evening that levels need to be tightened in
stages until we reach about 10% of present pollution
levels.
The evening featured a Thames cruise as guests of the
Minister. My most useful conversation was with Tom
Le Quesne, head of WWF-UK and also a keen angler
on the Exe. He felt that the old guard of anglers in the
southwest were dying off and being replaced by
younger ones with a better attitude so that the time is
now right to revisit access in the region. I advised BCU
regional access officer Adam Box who is now in a
position to have some positive dialogue.

The standoff at
Llangollen sounds to be
easing with canoeists
making payments to
anglers for use of the
Dee. It remains to be
seen whether this relates
only to organized
events, beyond which
any payments ought not
to be made on
principle.
Young and carefree
A survey has shown
that a third of
holidaymakers are
unconcerned about
environmental issues, a
third of that group being
under 25. 40% of those
who are concerned are
in the 35 - 54 age band.

Did you sign?
The Dec/Jan issue of
Water & Environment
Magazine, the
magazine of the
Chartered Institution of
Water & Environmental
Management, says ‘Hot
on the heels of the Right
to Roam Act, 2.5
million canoeists have
signed a manifesto
calling for greater
access to the UK’s
waterways.’ I wonder
who told them that.

Wall to wall windfarms
in Scotland
Scotland is now faced with 500 windfarm planning
applications relating to 11GW of power generation and
there is concern that windfarms may begin to join up
across large areas. Protesters are also opposed to a
220km high voltage powerline to deliver the electricity
south. As you go around the country you may consider
which is worse, the northward migration of fauna and
flora species boundaries or acquiring a countryside of
waving metal arms.

Assistance for
clean farming
The Government
have announced that
advisers are to be
appointed in 40
catchments across
England to help farmers
to clean up their cat.
They will work on a one
to one basis to tackle
specific farm pollution
issues.

Proof of demand
There are reports of
anglers around the
country photographing
canoeists and sending
pictures to the EA and
to the BCU, asking for
names. On the positive
side, they are providing
the evidence of unmet
demand on legal waters
which is denied by
Brighton University and
successive DEFRA
ministers. On the
negative side, men
photographing
youngsters and asking
for names is worrying at
the best of times.
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Canal rescue
The EA’s promotional cards with not one human
being in any of them.
cleaner water and farmers tried to avoid footing the
bill.
Some interesting points were raised. Various delegates
talked of how buffer strips of uncultivated land beside
watercourses do much to reduce pollution. It would be
tempting to see these in public ownership, together with
the connecting riverbed and its navigation rights.
River basin management plans, based on the EA’s
Local EA Plans, will apply from 2009 and there will be
measures to reduce the impact of farm chemicals. Asked
how much river pollution came from farming, the
Minister said 70%, especially the chemicals which cause
eutrophication, the rest coming from industry and roads.
Pamela Taylor, the CEO for Water UK, said that some
aquifers had become saturated with nitrogen over the
last 70 years. One person who did raise the human
element was Ruth Davis, the RSPB’s head of water
policy. She included the publicity Big Jump which had
seen 250,000 people jumping into a river, something I
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The Inland Waterways Association are to take over
the running of the Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation
which was threatened with closure a couple of years
ago. A white knight could also be sought for the
Basingstoke Canal, troubled with water shortages,
restrictions by environmentalists on numbers of licence
paying customers and financial support from its owner
county councils running at only about 20% of what
other canals get. BW are rumoured to be negotiating to
take over the Bridgewater Canal from Peel Holdings,
whose properties also include the Manchester Ship
Canal.

EA’s link dilemma
The EA have outline planning permission to build a
lock from the River Witham in Boston to the South
Forty Foot Drain and to build a barrier across the
Witham to pond water at the lower end of the tide to
permit powered craft to use the lock. However, they
don’t know whether the legal right of navigation on the
South Forty Foot, as a result of the 1765 Black Sluice
Navigation & Drainage Act, still applies, rather

John Redmond
retires
John Redmond, the
EA’s navigation policy
manager, has retired.
He was heading the
push to have the option
of third party insurance
being made compulsory
for all rivers managed
by the EA now or in the
future. There have been
repeated delays on this
issue, which could yet
go to public inquiry.

Baroness Young
reappointed

The South Forty Foot Drain or Black Sluice Drain, proposed as part of the Fens Waterway Link.
fundamental to this scheme which forms part of the
proposed Fens Waterway Link. The work in Boston
should be completed in 2008, by which time it is hoped
they will know whether it will lead anywhere legal.

Stopping the
rainforest damage
In the Jul 98 editorial I suggested that the United
Nations should buy up rainforests and run them in an
environmentally friendly fashion to the benefit of us all,
the cash handed over removing the need for Third
World countries to create grazing for cattle or such
money raising activities to fund themselves. I was
pleased to hear a rather similar proposal being put on
Radio 4’s Today programme recently.

Low profile demonstration
After many calls over the years by paddlers for an
access demonstration at the House of Commons, the
BCU held one on Nov 9th. The date was given in
advance by the WCA but the BCU apparently only
gave it on a website and were to restrict participants to
100 approved people. On the day there were 70 in 55
boats, some in playboats so the paddle was very slow.
Instead of going to the House of Commons, because of
security restrictions they went to the Festival Hall pier
although several MPs did come out to meet them and
several paddlers then joined them in Portcullis House
for a discussion. Picking a date is always a gamble and
this one clashed with the high profile Terrorism Bill
Commons vote. We are not aware of any media
coverage for a turnout which was about a third of the
size of the Llangollen demonstration.

ISKA gains easier
entry to Portsmouth
Although the Small Boat Channel on the west side of
the entrance to Portsmouth Harbour has been in place
for several years, its use for us has only been obligatory
for about 3 years. For anyone paddling round Portsea
Island this means crossing the main flow of shipping
traffic twice to enter and leave the channel. Staying on
the east side would allow the busy ferry berths to be
passed one at a time with safe refuges to wait between
them until passage is clear. After discussion between the
ISKA and the Queen’s Harbour Master, he accepts the
problem and may be prepared to permit paddlers to use
the east side of the harbour entrance if requested in
advance.

More important issues
Writing in the Autumn/Winter issue of Countryside
Recreation on the subject of off road motor traffic in
national parks, Donna O’Brien says ‘that the majority
of National Park Authorities now consider this to be
their most pressing recreational issue’. Is being noisy
the only way to become an issue? Later on she says ‘A
trawl through the archives demonstrates that progress
has been painfully slow’ but she is talking about ‘robust
government guidance’ on vehicles, not the national
parks’ progress on river access (the Broads Authority
notably excepted).

SNH want marine park
somewhere
SNH are planning to have their first coastal and
marine national park up and running in 2008. It is not
a case of anywhere needing a marine park and they
told the ISKA they do not have a particular venue in
mind. You could be left with the impression that
marine parks are in vogue and every environmental
body should have one.

Waveney programme
Just before Christmas Suffolk naturalist Roger
Deakin featured in a half hour programme on Radio 4
about an open canoe journey he made down the whole
of the non tidal River Waveney from its source at
Redgrave Fen to Geldeston. This includes the section
of river from which the Brighton University team are
currently trying to close down the access agreement.
Roger is no stranger to access problems, having met
them in the course of his swims across Britain. His
canoe was called Cigarette after Robert Louis
Stevenson’s craft and the programme was about the
wildlife which he could approach silently without
causing disturbance, including otters, moorhens,
kingfishers, herons and chub.

After her five year
stint, Baroness Barbara
Young has been
reappointed as CEO of
the EA. When she first
took up the post it was
suggested that she
would be a new broom
on access. In fact, the
change of style is more
apparent at the RSPB,
which she previously
headed.

Power stations on
weirs
The owners of a
dozen weirs on the
Dorset Stour propose to
build hydrostations on
them to provide power.
They call for
hydrostations to be built
on all former mill weirs
across the country to
provide 10% of power
requirements.

America’s most
endangered river
This title has been
bestowed on the
Susquehanna by
environmental body
American Rivers. A
$14,000,000 rubber
dam is to be built across
it at Wilkes-Barre to
create a deep pool for
powerboats. 16 outfalls
tip untreated human
effluent into it upstream.
Enthusiasts suggest the
money should be spent
on sewage treatment
rather than a dam.

INCIDENT FILE
EJ speared
Former world freestyle champion Eric Jackson was injured in a head to head race at
the Potomac Whitewater Festival. He had taken the 6m Fingers drop first when Jason
Beakes, following, dropped onto him and speared him in the side. EJ was taken to
hospital but injuries were not serious and he was later released.
CANOEIST January 2006
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Pembrokeshire summer

Paddling prospects for the summer were looking a bit bleak. For
three consecutive years I had been to the west coast of Scotland on
camping/kayaking trips. In the summer of 2003 I paddled between
Oban and Coll over a period of 6 days and visited Mull, Iona, Lunga,
Staffa and Coll. The weather had been fantastic, the islands stunning
and the wildlife, seen at such close quarters, magical. What was I to do
this year? The few sea paddlers that I knew were unavailable and
although I’m happy to paddle on my own I also enjoy paddling with
others. For a while I considered contacting other canoe clubs to try to
join any trips that they were planning but first of all I put an invitation
on the notice board of SESK’s website. Within a week or so I had an
email from Paul. This was February so we had lots of time to sort out

details before July. Countless emails later, we had decided that
flexibility was the order of the day. We would both have vehicles as
Paul was off to Plas y Brenin after our trip. What a great life, eh? We
decided to go to Pembrokeshire at quite an early stage and, having two
vehicles, decided to do day trips with shuttles.
We met up without any difficulty at the last services on the M4. We
both had sea boats on the roofracks so this wasn’t too challenging an
exercise. We both met the usual caricature/stereotype of sea paddlers,
50ish, beards, thinning hairlines, sandals and wiry(ish) frames. We
decided to camp for a couple of days at Freshwater West before going
to St David’s and using Porth Clais as a base for the other two days.

Exploring Stackpole’s caves.
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In prohibited areas
Stackpole Quay to Freshwater West
Both of us had paddled in Pembrokeshire before but we had
never been to the Castlemartin stretch of coast except on foot. A
few weeks before our trip I had spoken to the range officer to find
out the times of firing practice. After checking the tides, Tuesday
late afternoon/early evening was the ideal window that would allow
us to go through without the risk of shrapnel damage to limb or
boat. The Castlemartin range is one of several in Pembrokeshire and
it is the only UK army range for live gunnery exercise involving
armoured fighting vehicles. It encompasses 5,900 acres and is an
SSSI for its flora and fauna. Access to the small harbour at Stackpole
Quay is through a locked gate. I was able to drive the car down to
unload the boats because some builders had conveniently left it
open. Of course, we didn’t notice the white van boys slip out,
locking the gate behind them. First I checked the café and then the
carpark attendant but, no, they didn’t have a key; however, I could
probably get one from the National Trust office, a mile away.
Luckily for us, a local fisherman arrived to launch his boat so we
were able to escape. We didn’t want to wait around twiddling our
thumbs until late afternoon so we had a leisurely paddle from
Stackpole Quay to Freshwater East and back again. The forecast was
W/NW variable 3 and the sea conditions were good. I had
contacted the range officer earlier in the day and he had said that
there was a possibility of a night firing session which might affect
our passage. He promised to get back to me. We were just about to
have a break at Barafundle Bay when the mobile rang. It was Major
???, the range officer; he said that they would stop firing about 3pm
and would start again at 7pm. He suggested that we make our way
to Mewsford Point, ready for the off. He also said that there would
be a patrol boat out there on the lookout for us. Sparky on the boat
knew that we were on our way. The major was a very amiable chap

Outside the Castle at Stackpole.
and he was clearly very keen for us to have our paddle. His voice,
however, was one of those archetypal plummy, Sandhurst educated
varieties and when he mentioned Sparky’s name we almost fell out
of our boats with laughter. It could have been a sketch straight out
of a Biggles story.
We had plenty of time and had a bite to eat on the beach. It was a
very attractive sandy beach with dunes behind. It was only accessible
by path from Stackpole Quay so it was very quiet and a great place
for a possible stopover when touring. The stretch of coast between
Stackpole Quay and Linney Head has many spectacular caves, stacks
and arches but only a few small beaches at low water and none at
high tide.
After a pleasant leg stretch and some food we saw that the tide

St Govan’s Head in more lumpy conditions.
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was slowly creeping up to the boats so we decided to move on.
Around Stackpole Head and St Govan’s Head we had a bit of stream
against us although it was weakening. While we were lounging
around on the beach we had noticed a launch moored off Stackpole
Head and wondered if it was Sparky’s but it had gone by the time
we left the beach. We had the sea to ourselves as we paddled
through some fascinating caves and stacks. Just north of St Govan’s
head is New Quay, a small dry limestone valley with clear,
aquamarine water and a small white sandy beach. Protected by St
Govan’s Head, it would make an enchanting spot for an overnight
bivi. St Govan’s Chapel is about lkm west of St Govan’s Head. This
tiny building nestles into the cliff and was probably built in the 13th
century. The National Park authority has restored it. We soon come
to a particularly spectacular section of cliff that includes Huntsman’s
Leap and Saddle Head. One of them was a huge cavern with a hole
in the roof and several entrances. Although it was close to high
water, the depth looked enough for the whole complex to be

accessible at low tide. Mewsford Point wasn’t far away and we could
still hear the muffled booms from the firing range above.
We arrived at the point about 3pm but we could not talk to the
range officer because of the poor signal on the phone. A VHF radio
might have been a useful bit of kit at the time. The whizzbangs were
still going on above us but we weren’t aware of any shrapnel in our
vicinity so we headed for the beach at Bullslaughter Bay. The western
side of the beach offered us most protection from collateral damage
and it had nice and sandy as well. We lounged around in the sun for a
while and saw a launch go by. It was probably Sparky although if he
was scanning the beach for any sign of life we were suitably hidden
and it raced off westwards. We listened out for gunfire but all we
could hear were the cries of the seabirds and the gentle splash of waves
on the beach. As soon as we had left the bay we noticed people on the
cliffs whom we presumed were walkers rather than military personnel
watching our every move. We soon came to Elegug Stacks and, a little
further on, the Green Bridge of Wales. The Green Bridge is a
wonderfully photogenic, limestone natural
arch and is to be seen on lots of publicity
material for the country. It is about 80 feet
above sea level and I had seen it from above.
At sea level it was also a fantastic piece of
natural architecture. We inevitably paddled
through it as distant figures on the clifftops
looked down.

Caves at Castlemartin also needed to be inspected.

Waiting for Sparky at Bullslaughter Bay.
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Pen-y-holt Bay has some amazing contorted
folds in the limestone. Most of the southern
Pembrokeshire cliffs are limestone although
Linney Head is made of white reef dolomites
which originated as a coral reef in a tropical
sea. It has blowholes in the clifftop although
public access is difficult because it is MoD
property. As we approached Frainslake Sands,
due south of Freshwater West, we spotted a
white Land Rover moving in Brownslade
Burrows. The beach is within the MoD
danger area and it was a real pleasure to be the
only people walking on its pristine sand. A
sergeant got out of the Land Rover and
walked towards us. He was unarmed and alone

The Green Bridge of Wales, seen at its best from the water.
so clearly wasn’t expecting trouble. His CO had let him know that we
were on our way and didn’t pose a threat. Sparky wasn’t mentioned.
The sergeant said that the army had recently removed several large
skips of inorganic material from the beach as a part of a regular clean
up. They always left organic stuff as the beach and burrows were the

home of a rare beetle. We were privileged to be on the beach as access
is usually by permit only because of the beetles (and unexploded
ordinance). Freshwater West was the next beach along and within 15
minutes we were surfing on waves that were embarrassingly small for
Wales’s premier surfing venue.

Folded contours at Linney Head.
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Petrified tree at Aber Mawr.

The tides were 2 hours wrong
Whitesands Bay to Newgale
Our next paddle was from Whitesands Bay to Newgale. The
forecast was E/SE 3 and the general weather forecast was optimistically
warm. When my children were much younger I remember playing in
the surf with them when we saw a couple of high powered RIBs set
off from the beach. Some of the waves were a decent height and from
the looks on the faces of the passengers it was clearly an interesting
ride. We may not have many British rivers where paying passengers
can have a white water experience but with our huge coastline there
are many fantastic stretches of water which can give a real adrenalin
rush. Ramsey Sound and the Bitches, in particular, on high spring
tides, can be a fantastic. Sailors tend to avoid this place unless the water
is slack but it can be an exciting place for kayakers when a 7 knot tide
surges through.
We had timed our paddle to coincide with slack water at the
southern end of Ramsey Sound but it was not to be. Initially there was
a slight stream in our favour then bits of slack water and eddies. There
were lots of boats on the water and some of them were probably
circumnavigating Ramsey. The island is home to large numbers of
seabirds and seals can be seen at close quarters in the many caves. The
island is a nature reserve and allows a limited number of visitors to land
each day. This area is a popular place for porpoise and we saw several
showing off to the punters in the waiting boats. I suppose a large
peninsula with a largish island across a narrow and shallow straight is
bound to throw up some anomalies when it comes to tidal streams but
a change of direction 2 hours earlier than the tidal stream data? Local
knowledge would be useful; here perhaps we should consult with the
coastguard the next day.

are mainly green and purple sandstone and bright red mudstone. Much
of the sandstone used for St David’s cathedral was quarried from this
area. Many years ago some friends and I had paddled from Whitesands
Bay to Caerfai Bay. It was a lovely paddle although the downside was
that we had to portage the boats up the cliff path. One of the boats was
an Ynys built, I believe, by Howard Jeffs, a lovely straight running
boat with an attractive multi coloured gel coat but it weighed a ton.
The three of us were cursing every step up the path and were broken
men by the time we reached the top.
Solva, a ria, was our next stop and, with a high tide, we were able to
paddle up to the head of the creek. The harbour provides a very
sheltered safe haven for yachts and almost completely dries out at low
water. The town seemed to be getting ready for a gala. There was lots
of bunting and a number of racing gigs being prepared. The first Smalls
lighthouse was built here and transported out to the rocks before being
assembled. We later passed the picturesque peninsulas of Dinas Fawr
and Dinas Fach. During the early summer this area is a mass of wild
flowers. Dinas Fach has a blowhole that creates a fantastic spume of
water during stormy conditions. Newgale Sands is a bit of a misnomer
because although at low water there is a large sandy beach at high tide
this is not the case. The lowlying farmland and campsite beyond the
beach are protected by an enormous shingle bank which towers over

As we paddled past Pen Pedol and turned east, any evidence of
streams was negligible. Porthlysgi Bay, an attractive and remote beach,
housed St David’s first lifeboat station although we decided not to take
the lengthy detour needed to get there. Porthclais harbour was soon
reached. It is a pretty, unspoilt place and there are some limekilns here
dating back to the 18th century. At low water there is only a small
stream flowing through the harbour but at high tide the sea almost
reaches the road. Outdoor pursuits groups frequently use this stretch of
coast and we saw climbing taking place at a number of locations.
Coasteering is another popular activity in the area. Our campsite was
just above the harbour with magnificent views across St Bride’s Bay.
We had a short break at Caerfai Bay. The tide was coming in and the
small beach was getting smaller so we soon headed off again. The cliffs
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Child’s play at Abereiddi.

the A487 trunk road for about 500 metres. Newgale is a popular
surfing beach but bathers need to watch out for the strong undertow.
The southern end of the beach is marked by colliery waste. During the
1800s there were numerous shafts excavating coal from the
Pembrokeshire coal measures.

Interesting archaeology and geology
Abereiddi to Whitesands
The next day’s paddle was a short one and the forecast was S var 3
or less becoming NW. Abereiddi was the starting point and it has the
benefit of free parking and a toilet block. I had stayed overnight a
couple of years previously and the few local people had not
complained. Abereiddi is an interesting industrial archaeological area. It
was the site of a slate quarry which closed in 1904 and several relics are
still to be seen. The hamlet is very tiny with a few vernacular cottages
and a black sand beach. A flooded quarry called the Blue Lagoon is a
popular spot for jumpers wanting to make a big splash. Before setting
off south we inspected Traeth Llyfn and its beautiful golden sand beach
with high shale cliffs behind it. Access from the cliff path is by steel
steps and, because of the walk required, it is always quiet. The stretch
of coast between Abereiddi and St David’s Head has few stopping
places as the many small inlets have unwelcoming rocky bedrock and
boulders. The cliffs, however, are spectacular and there are several
waterfalls en route. For keen archaeologists these cliffs have numerous
Iron Age antiquities. We made good time to Whitesands and after a
quick fried egg sandwich, mmm.... decided to continue south through
Ramsey Sound. The wind was kicking up a bit now so we had a short
coffee stop in a tiny inlet at Porthtaflod, then high tailed it with wind
and stream in our favour back to Whitesands.

Looking west from Traeth Llyfn to the Abereiddi tower.
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Skomer with Grassholm in the distance.
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Yet again Paul’s National Trust
membership stood us in good stead as we
parked at Martin’s Haven. We had a good
forecast with only light winds and plenty of
sun. We were able to take the van down to
the small beach and unload our boats and kit.
Martin’s Haven is the departure point for
visitors to the islands of Skomer, Skokholm
and the occasional trip to the Grassholm
gannetry. This area is also popular with divers
and a group were preparing to set off in their
noisy and smelly RIBs. The waters around
Skomer and the Marloes peninsula are part of
a marine nature reserve and huge numbers of
seabirds and grey seals breed in the area.
Skomer is managed by the Wildlife Trust
West Wales and the island has the largest
Manx shearwater colony in the world.
During the busy tourist season the trust has
vacancies for voluntary assistant wardens who
usually stay for two weeks. My youngest
daughter worked on the island for two
periods in consecutive years. She found the
experience of being so close to huge numbers
of seabirds fascinating.

Skomer puffin portrait.
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Jack Sound looked interesting and the
Skomer ferry was using a lot of power as it cut
across the stream. We enjoyed the ride and
tucked ourselves into an eddy behind the
Anvil. During springs, the flow through Jack
Sound can exceed 6 knots. There are a
number of small coves on this section of coast
and Deadmans Bay is one of them. No doubt
there are a multitude of similarly named bays
throughout the world as bodies have a habit of
being washed ashore. It’s a pity that so many
names in Wales have been anglicized; what
would it be in Welsh? Gateholm Island is
unmistakably made of red sandstone and there
are numerous Iron Age hut circles that
indicate a sizable settlement once existed
there. Marloes Sands must be one of the most
photographed beaches in the country. At low
water it has 2km of golden sands with the
occasional rocky outcrop. Because of its
distance from suitable parking it is never
crowded. Marloes Sands Youth Hostel is a
short walk from the beach. We passed

Tony and Rowena Sandry photographs

Dead men and birdlife
Martin’s Haven to Dale

A profusion of puffins.
Westdale Bay, which is only about 1km from Dale, but to paddle
around the peninsula it is about 8km. St Ann’s Head marks the
entrance to the Milford Haven waterway. Here we encountered some
lumpy conditions although, once we had reached Mill Bay, with the
swell behind us we made good progress. The lighthouse here was built
in 1841 as a replacement for the old coal fired tower. Dale Point has a
Victorian fort which was built in the 1850’s. Bright sunshine greeted

us as we arrived at Dale. After carrying the boats up the beach we had
a well earned lunch before setting off to Martin’s Haven to collect
Paul’s van.
My thanks to Paul for responding so quickly to my plea and
providing me with a witty and erudite companion for the trip.

Tony Sandry

The Neck on Skomer.
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Close encounters
with whales
Jim Kennedy of
Atlantic Sea Kayaking
reports that people on
one of his trips in Baja
were literally able to
touch a grey whale.
Back home in Ireland
they had slightly less
close encounters with
whales off Glandore
Bay. [00 353 28 21058]

Disposable underwear
One wear disposable underwear is lightweight high
quality cotton disposable underwear which comes
individually wrapped and is small enough to fit in the
palm of your hand so it takes no space at all in packing.
It is ideal if something unexpected happens such as
luggage going missing. On holiday it is convenient if
you are going to be in your paddling kit most of the
time.

Waterproof
housings for
digital cameras

Edinburgh based
Wilderness Scotland,
established in 2000,
have taken the
VisitScotland Tourism
Business of the Year
award for their
excellent sales growth,
innovative programme
of adventure trips and
commitment to
responsible tourism.
They claim to be
Scotland’s leading
adventure tour
operator, their sixty plus
itineraries for incoming
tourists including sea
kayaks on the west
coast and open canoes
on the Spey. [1031 625
6635]

Hot property
Australian surfwear
company Hot Tuna
have used share sales to
raise a further
£1,900,000. Amongst
other plans they wish to
expand in the extreme
sports market.

Waterproof
map paper
Toughprint is a
waterproof paper ideal
for printing with
sections of map for use
on the water. It comes
in a version for laser
printers or one for inkjet
printers and copiers and
costs £14.95 for 25
sheets. [0870 740
9040]
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Aquapac International have launched a waterproof
case for flip phones. It has clear front and rear panels
which allow it to be used to take photographs and
video. It will float if dropped and is waterproof to 5m
in still water. [020 7738 4466]

Belfield’s Tide Plotter software is again available,
giving monthly tide tables, 24 hour graphs, tide
height tables, a tide log, sunrise and sunset times,
moon phases and more, a theory paper and the
Gale Force 8 game. There is also a scaleable map
for planning. It is still in PC format only but we were
able to open the folder of many pictures relating to
all things nautical, in the widest sense from a sea
shanty singer to a water buffalo. There is a picture
of a surf rescue ski and six pictures of wild water
racing, an international at Bala, presumably last
year’s World Cup race although most pictures are
not captioned. Cost is £10.95 for 1 year or £21.95
for 3 years. An Australian version has been added
to the UK, European and American versions. [0121
777 6756]
The
Seawatch UV
Master has a
unique
feature in
that it takes
a UV reading
every 10
seconds and
displays it on
the face of
the watch. It
also has two adjustable alarms,
preset at the level required by the
user to warn when exposure has
reached levels of concern. The
watch is produced by UK
Airsports Ltd and has most of the
usual timer functions. [0870 744
1677]

New materials
from Québec

Patrick Holmes

Adventure
tourism growth
in Scotland

Flip phone case

Ian Lockyer

Nikon have produced
the CP-8 housing for
their Coolpix 8700 and
5700 digital cameras
and the CP-8N for the
Coolpix 8800. All are
for use underwater and
designed so that water
pressure on the O ring
increases the seal.

Icom have launched a lithium-ion
version of their IC-M31
waterproof handheld radio. £20
dearer than the Ni-Cd version, it
can be recharged without
needing to fully discharge it and
there is no risk of consequent
memory problems. The BC-162
battery charger is being
introduced at the same time,
able to tell which kind of battery
is involved. [01227 741741]
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At the Outdoor Retailer show in Salt Lake City,
Esquif Canoes introduced 3 new materials and several
designs. T-Form Elite and Twin-Tex are the result of
extensive testing and research done by owner Jacques
Chasse and his team. It is a process that has been
developed to produce a thermoformed, twin sheet
canoe. Using a proprietary polypropylene based
material, it is said to provide superior strength, weight
and cosmetic properties. The thermoformed deck and
hull of this unique material are fused to form the
Taureau. Twin-Tex is a woven high tech fibre
reinforced with polypropylene produced with a special
thermoforming process to produce a very light, very
stiff and very durable hull. Their third new material is
composite of glassfibre and Kevlar. These foam core
laminates are claimed to produce the lightest weight
hulls and be ideal for flat water paddling. [00 1 604 514
5011]

If you have trouble getting power to a workshop
you might benefit from solar power. The Solar Mate
I at £79.99 runs a bulb equivalent to a 40W house
bulb for 7 hours in 24. The Solar Mate II at £129.99
doubles the power and brightness. Installation takes
about an hour and does not need a professional
electrician. Accessories allow tools to be run. A car
or caravan battery is also required. [01242 210100]

Disabled watersports
clothing
Enable Enterprises offer a wide range of watersports
clothing for people with disabilities. These range from
special cut wetsuits and latex socks to incontinent
swimming pants. Don’t let lack of specialist kit keep
you off the water. [0800 358 8484]
If you are someone who has come to rely on a GPS
unit in your car then you are probably lost if you
have to hire another car somewhere. Hertz can now
also hire you their sophisticated NeverLost GPS
system. Whether they can hire you a roofrack is
another matter.
Hertz

Zocokayak

The Magellan® MapSend® BlueNav™ XL3 has a
name which trips from the tongue like a drunk at
closing time. Hopefully, the product will be more
memorable. Based on Navionics Gold XL3 marine
charts which cover European waters in 20 charts, it
gives information on tides, currents, harbour plans and
more on digital memory cards. Major inland waters in
Finland and central Europe are also covered and work
with Magellan GPS receivers.
Magellan’s Explorist claims to have the largest screen
in a handheld GPS. The 89mm screen is viewable in
sunlight. The unit is waterproof, has 30MB of memory,
can be expanded and is claimed to be accurate to 3m.

Zocokayak are offering fins at E3.06 a pair.

Trade shows in trouble

Animated weather

Subsidized rescue
kayaks
Canoe lifeguard units
will now be able to
receive financial
assistance in buying
new Shark rescue
kayaks. It is hoped to
bring the Selkie rescue
kayak back into
production, also
subsidized.
Sumo is a Belgian
chocolate bar
containing guarana, an
Amazonian plant
claimed to boost
stamina, alertness and
concentration. A 17g
bar contains 90 cals, is
less sugary than
comparable bars and is
said to give the mind
and body twice the kick
of a can of the leading
energy drink. It is
claimed to quicken
perceptions, delay sleep
and help hangover
recovery, not that that
should be an issue for
serious competitors.

Peli’s 1560 is a case
with wheels and handle
plus the usual robust
plastic construction,
optional foam dividers,
O ring seal and lifetime
guarantee. Stainless
steel reinforced padlock
protectors give
increased security
against criminals and
baggage handlers.
[0161 304 9021]

Tony Gordon

Movingweather draws its weather forecasting data
directly from orbiting satellites, providing animated
weather data for up to 3 days ahead, and is updated
every six hours. You can keep this data on your
computer, play and replay the animating weather and
pause the animation at the right time for your trip to
see what the weather conditions will be like. It’s on
demand. It takes less than 3 minutes to download the
latest weather animation update or 40 seconds via
GPRS using Movingweather Pro. The service is global.
The subscription costs £59 per year for unlimited
downloads. [0870 861 0032]

Acting the goat
The big event for Water by Nature this year was the
wedding of Rachel and Hamish on the Zambezi.
Zambian tradition requires the groom to present the
father in law with a gift in exchange for his daughter’s
hand, which explains how Rachel’s dad became the
proud possessor of a goat.
The big trip for 2005 was the Grand Canyon with
another scheduled for 2007. Meanwhile, the Cotahuasi,
the Zambezi, kayak instruction in Morocco, Turkey,
Chile, Nepal and New Zealand are all on the agenda.
At the Daily Telegraph Adventure Travel Show at
Olympia over Jan 13 - 15th they will be giving lectures
including Vision from within the Grand Canyon and Kayak

OA Media, who have
moved to Woolavington
in Somerset, are about
to bring out the Path of
the Paddle series. There
will be two DVDs to
cover the four films.
[01278 683842]

Gill Lack

Both the Marine Trade Exhibition in Windsor and
the Go Outdoors show in Harrogate are in serious
trouble. The latter has lost two thirds of its exhibitors
and visitors since 1998 and is to move from September
to a July date. The former has folded but is to be
replaced by the privately owned Boating Business
Exhibition in Bournemouth on Feb 22nd/23rd. On the
Continent, outdoor industry bodies in several countries
have folded.

Bill Mason DVDs

Olivia Wray

Navigating the jargon

The Myerchin Classics Nightstar Marine Torch in
yellow or clear has LED rather than bulb
illumination, floats and operates for 20 minutes
after being shaken for 20 seconds. It has a
luminescent on/off switch. It costs £29.99 plus
£3.99 for mounting brackets and £2.50 for P&P.
[023 9250 1552]
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Adventures or can do slide shows or presentations at
your premises or supply a DVD of a particular
destination. They are also importing paddles, kayaks and
shorts from Northwest River Supplies for their
customers. Other than that they have not got a lot
going on. [01488 72293]

Not so clever after all
Research by Derby University suggests that the wool
and silk clothing worn by Mallory in the early part of
the 20th century was better than the high tech materials
worn by climbers today. Furthermore, he understood
how his clothing functioned much better than most
modern day climbers do. Do you know all there is to
know about the qualities of your paddling kit and could
past materials have been more effective?

North Shore relaunch
Richard Agar is no longer involved with North
Shore, instead concentrating on Bravura, wife Barbara’s
theatre and street art company, dealing with the
pyrotechnics and heavy duty end. North Shore Kayaks
have moved from the Agars’ farm to industrial premises
in Stokesley with Mike Nelson in the driving seat. The
highly respected models have mostly been sold to
Scandinavia and Japan in recent years but Mike intends
to reconnect with the home market. [01642 714131]

Nicole Park

Rachel Charney

Yak have issued their
2006 catalogue which
includes clothing in an
improved lightweight
breathable fabric. [023
9252 8621]

Koolpak Sport is an instant cold pack to treat soft
tissue injuries. It is activated by squeezing and
shaking the bag so it needs not to be treated too
roughly when not needed. It is single use only so it
cannot be reactivated by freezing. The crystals form
a flexible ad comfortable pack and are
biodegradable after use. [023 9267 0400]

It is only five years since Silverscreen hit the deck but
the irrepressible Keith Wickham has fought his way
back to the top with the Queen’s Award for Enterprise.
Protective film for canoe hulls is an offshoot from the
main business of adhesive printed names for
construction plant, 73% of sales being in Europe and
the USA. Other GB family paddlers at the celebration
event were wife Audrey and son Oliver. [0870 766
1795]

Scott Brothers’ Pack-Mate Kwiktwist is offered as an
alternative to bungees, tie down straps and rope,
even for use on roofracks. Three twists can safely
hold 45kg, it is claimed. (Remember that for
roofracks it is not just weight that matters but the
upward force of the air pressure at speed.) Ends are
threaded so that they can be joined together to
extend the length and they are claimed to be
repeatedly reusable, not stretching or breaking. For
the record, we consider bungees inadequate for
boats on roofracks. The Kwiktwist would seem best
used in a stationary location. [01606 837787]

Sharkproofing

Outdoor Trust liquidation

The Shark Shield Freedom 4 creates an electronic
field which causes discomfort to the nose of a shark,
getting worse as it gets closer. The field gives some 5m
of protection for up to 4 hours between charges. It costs
$540. If it was mine I would be inclined to throw in a
money back guarantee. [00 1 618 83554700]

The Outdoor Trust is in liquidation. Formerly
Windy Gyle Outdoor Centre in Belford and trading as
Bear Sports from 1988, the name was again changed in
1995 and it became a registered charity the next year.
In 2003 it took on the lease for the Dukes House
Wood Centre near Hexham. Bookings fell significantly
in recent months. In 2004 the trustees became aware of
poor business practice and financial irregularities. Two
senior members, one a founder of the business, were
dismissed after an investigation although the dismissal is
being contested, running up large legal bills. Issues
included unauthorized purchase of a property in
Scotland, unauthorized use of cheques and a credit card
for personal purchases, lack of financial and business
information to the trustees, poor staff selection,
unaudited accounts for 2003, lack of planning
permission on a property used to support an attempted
loan, poor and misunderstood contracts, no financial
reserve and other matters. A police investigation is also
taking place. As well as the impact on young people in
the area previously using the centre, it was the venue
for the Northumberland/Scottish Borders Sea Kayak
Symposium launched in 2004.

Queen’s Award for Gate 7
Sports Oxyshot delivers
a 150 parts per
thousand dose of
oxygen in saline
solution to the
bloodstream to enhance
performance, claimed
to be the world’s
strongest oxygen
supplement. Taken 15 30 minutes before
activity, it does not rely
on stomach acid for
release. It costs £39.99
per 250ml bottle, about
£1.60 per 10ml shot.

Saddling up
Tim Sadler has
moved on from
Pyranha after 3 years.
He is now promoting
products for other
outdoor sports.

Extra boat show
parking
ExCeL, now home of
the national polo
championships and
London Boat Show, is
to have its undercroft
converted to a carpark
for 1,600 cars.
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Breathing more freely
Suzy Perrett was 20 when she went to the Seoul
Olympics but she had to give up afterwards because of
not having a major sponsor. Stopping doing three or
four training sessions a day played havoc with her
breathing. Three years ago, Suzy Brandwood, as she
now is, was in a stressful job with long hours and was
on asthma medication but she discovered Buteyko, a
Russian breathing method, came off her medication in
under a fortnight and retrained as a practitioner. She
now runs individual courses for infants through to the
elderly. Typically, 8 hours of courses over four days
costs £340 for adults. If you have post training health
problems you could do worse than talk to someone
who knows from firsthand experience.
CANOEIST January 2006

James Wharram photographs

Andy Youings

The Nite ZH-100 has a 3W LED which can throw a
65m beam, powered by 4 AA batteries although
the burn time is only 6 hours. Cost for the
lightweight unit is £69.95. [01202 487757]

The impossible river
Adventure-Whitewater are running a kayak
supported extreme rafting trip on the Mayhka River in
Myanmar over Jan 30th - Feb 21st, 180km and grade
5/6. Amongst those taking part are Dave Allardice,
Allan Ellard, Mike Abbot, Scott Lindgren, Steve Fisher,
Pat O’Keefe, Stan Ricketts and Mahindra Thapa, which
should set the tone of this £4,750 trip. Monsoon flows
have polished the walls 20m above the level at which it
is proposed to make the run. Chinese loggers are
blasting a road in so this is one of the last times it can be
run as a true wilderness trip, one of the few remaining
of its kind in southeast Asia. This is going to be a trip in
a class of its own. [0870 443 0240]

Wharam are currently celebrating their 50th anniversary. A special project
relates to their Child of the Sea, based on the hull of the Tikopia canoe. They
are raising funds to pay for two canoes to be constructed by their builders in
the Philippines, to be sailed 5,000km along the ancient Polynesian migration
route to the Solomon islands where they will be presented to the islanders of
Tikopia and Anuta to allow them to be self sufficient and continue their ancient
sailing heritage. [01872 864792]

It’s time to plan holidays again. Here are some
destinations around the world using canoeing to
attract the general public.
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Test
Denko Pakpak

This waterproof wallet just shouldn’t work

On the face of it this is one of those
products which shouldn’t work, a
rubber wallet held shut only by the
force of a spring around the top,
needing to close along the whole of
the top to get a tight seal. It is opened
by squeezing the two top corners
towards each other but not too much
or the spring clip will be damaged.
Amazingly it works although you
would need not to get any sand or grit
along the seal.
It has been taken to 60m by divers,
put through a washing machine,
chewed by the inventor’s dog for 15
minutes, been through the opening
cycle 10,000 times and left in direct
sunlight for 3 months in the Kalahari
Desert without discolouration.
Contact with sharp objects or heat

above 100˚C is the point at
which it throws in the towel.
Water pressure on the
body will force air out but
water pressure on the top
will increase the seal to
prevent water from getting
in.
You can put it in a
pocket or it comes
with a rotproof mesh
holder, a waist belt
and clip buckle,
elasticated arm or
leg bands
and a neck
strap with
push button
release. You can’t complain
about the range of options.
An eight year warranty applies
provided you do not abuse it,
particularly by opening it too
enthusiastically.

Some further security comes from
the fact that it is not at all obvious
how to open it for anyone not in the
know.

Waterproofing
Rough water
protection
Durability
Fitting
options
Security

Size, external - 130 x 94 x 18mm
internal - 100 x 70mm
Colours - orange, black, blue, green, pink, purple, red, yellow
Price (inc VAT) - £19.95
Manufactured by Denko, France
Available from CJB’s Surf Co, Hillfield, Copshorne Rd, Bodmin,
Cornwall PL31 2PA, tel 01208 78845

Spring
damage risk
Effect of
grit

Winning DW boat wanted

Yusefuli dam cancelled
From Dave Manby.
The Yusufeli dam has been cancelled! Whether this was because of
the legal case against it or the cost or the difficulty in finding a suitable
alternative site for the town I do not know. Maybe our extreme race
had some influence; maybe we were a little late in the day. I do not
know.
For those of you who were at the event this year, next year’s event
is being planned and I hope the main difference will be that it will be
bigger, more entries, longer, over two weeks, more complicated for
the organizers, on the Çoruh (the same as this year) and also on some
of the Black Sea creeks, otherwise I want to keep the same atmosphere
and style of the event which everyone’s feedback form said was the
best part of the event.
Other ideas are also in the pipeline, more later.
We will not have too many entries (to avoid too long wait times for
your start) and we will have some rest (no competition) days built into
the event. Otherwise I am happy report that the local population of
Yusufeli and Ispir are really happy with this year’s event.
Editor’s note: Two smaller dams have since been announced for the river,
one upstream and one downstream of Yusufeli, plus another on the tributary
Barwhal.
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From Iain Hissett and James Purchase, 55 Cecil Aldin Drive,
Tilehurst, Reading, Berks RG31 6YP.
The Devizes to Westminster International Canoe Race is said to
be one of the most extreme and gruelling competitions in the world.
As one of the fastest growing sports, recognition of the race is
growing stronger and stronger.
We have competed in junior category of the Devizes to
Westminster International Canoe Race, coming 3rd and 1st in 2003
and 2004 respectively. As 19 year old students in full time education
we now find ourselves in a position where we need a competitive
boat to reach our potential and in a situation where we are unable to
finance this on our own.
The current record holder, Brian Greenham, has agreed to train us
and, with his and your help, we hope not only to win the race but
to set new standards and times.
A racing boat would not only enable us to compete in the
forthcoming 2006 event but also to excel in the preceding Waterside
Series and Thameside Races in the run up and in following years for
the race. We also hope to compete in races outside of Britain such as
the Tour de Gudenå in years to come. This would not only support
ourselves but also the clubs we are involved in, Pangbourne Canoe
Club, Bristol Canoe Club and Woodmill Canoe Club, including
other up and coming youngsters in the sport.
We are currently without means to train or compete owing to our
lack of equipment.

Information wanted on Mike Jones
From Ian Harvey, 116 Bower St, Bedford MK40 3QZ,
mountaingoat66@hotmail.com, tel 07793 609682.
I am a university student who has to undertake a presentation on a
significant other. I am looking for information on Mike Jones
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and/or the Mike Jones Rally. I would appreciate any help your
readers can give me in relation to this matter. I have already
managed to get a copy of his book Canoeing Down Everest as well as a
video of the expedition to the Dudh Kosi, Blue Nile, Orinoco.
Old copies of reports on the various expeditions or general
reviews of the man himself would be most helpful.

Rock snot on the Buller
From Andy England.
Just wondering what, if anything, you’ve heard about didymo or
rock snot in New Zealand. It’s an algae that has reached New
Zealand (probably from the US) and is confirmed in the Buller
amongst other South Island rivers. It is obviously of note to kayakers
coming here although it shouldn’t put them off.
There is lots of info on www.rivers.org.nz.
I think there is another key message for travelling kayakers: we
must make sure we are not carrying biological nasties around the
world. This just means being routine in cleaning and especially
drying out gear before we travel and acting on any advice given in
countries we visit. In New Zealand’s case this will probably mean
getting a plastic box and a bottle of bleach then cleaning gear each
time you travel from river to river, even in areas not thought to be
affected, either that or drying gear for 48 hours.
Didymo is here and actions need to be taken but New Zealand is
still the clean green awesome paddling destination it always was.
Editor’s note: Various fish diseases are also appearing in this country and
so we may become subject to similar requirements here.

The demise of the Clyde Race and more
From Andy Morton.
Well, well. Sad times. It is all over now. Quite astonishing really.
We were lucky.
Almost the same happened to me at the Clyde Race five years
ago: I didn’t see any other canoeists on the water. A chap set me off,
but there was no-one at the finish line! Last year there were only
three entries: a mother and son and Kenny Fraser.
Don’t like the Heb Challenge because they don’t allow WW
boats, I can’t be bothered with all the safety regulations and it costs
too much. When I’m retired, I’m going to turn up in my WW boat
without a lifejacket (as always) or anything else for that matter, and
just join the boats for a paddle, to see how fast they go in the rough.
From Jonathan Hutt.
It is very sad to hear that at least two white water races have been
non events this year owing to a lack of participants. I don’t
remember quite as far back as Andy Morton but I certainly
remember being just one of several hundred competitors on the
Welsh Dee in 1973. Changed times indeed. This problem does not
only affect white water racing but all the competitive disciplines.
Sprint and marathon are both in a dire state.
Instead of just accepting this situation as fate I think the answer
has got to be ‘What are we going to do about it?’ We have two
options, one of which is to just let things remain as they are and call
it a process of evolution and the other is to make a positive effort to
take our sport out to people. One of the problems is that whilst a lot

of people have no interest in competition I have discovered a lot
who would like to know more but don’t know where to get the
information.
Whilst I received Nigel’s report on the race that wasn’t, I haven’t
seen any notification of any white water races this year which is not
meant as a criticism but as an observation.
If we are going to improve the situation at all we have got to get
information out not just to a select few but to everyone. Electronic
communications are useful and they are a good way of getting
information to a lot of people but not everyone has access to email
or the web and many of those who do don’t check their inboxes
very frequently.
There has already been considerable discussion amongst sprint and
marathon paddlers about the ways to regenerate these disciplines
which have been fed back to the committees; perhaps the WWR
Committee should be taking part in this exercise as well.

Longridge to be bought from Scout Association
From Graham Bucknell, Manager, Longridge, Quarry Wood Rd,
Marlow, Bucks SL7 1RE
In May of 2004 I wrote to all on our database, bringing to their
attention the possible closure of Longridge. The resulting letters,
emails and phone calls were fantastic and gave us the confidence to
continue. A big thank you. After eighteen months of difficult and at
times exasperating negotiation with the Scout Association and
rumours galore I am able to bring you the good news that Longridge
will be saved and safe for the future. From my initial letter a group
of supporters came forward and indicated a willingness to take over
the trusteeship and secure the future of Longridge. The Scout
Association insisted it was not possible to transfer the trusteeship and
lease so the new trustees have taken the bold decision to raise the
funds to purchase the freehold from the Scout Association at an
agreed price of £1.5m so Longridge can remain a Scout centre
serving young people in the years ahead. A major firm of fundraising
consultants is currently undertaking a feasibility study (generously
paid for by a supporter), to report in November. The targets are to
raise £0.5m within two years and the further £1m within a further
three years. We will also be looking to raise additional funds to
improve the infrastructure and bring Longridge well into the 21st
century. These targets are attainable with the willingness and support
of all who want to see Longridge remain a safe and secure a base for
Scouts and other young people in the future. Many of you may have
already seen the new website, www.friendsoflongridge.org.uk. This
gives further background information and details about how
individuals can support Longridge. Many groups and individuals
have already indicated they wish to become involved and support
our fundraising. Should you know of people, companies or trusts
who you believe can help, please pass our information to them or let
us know. Please take time to visit our website or, should you wish,
to donate direct to Friends of Longridge, c/o Longridge. Thank you
for your help and support and we look forward to welcoming
groups to camp and enjoy water activities here in 2006 and the years
ahead.
The new Longridge trustees are Ross Faragher (chairman), Julian
Fulbrook, Ian Goldswain, Maggie Kearney, Roger Salisbury and
Paul Sutton.

Alternative technology
Norwegian paddler Peter Ribe has fitted hydrofoils to a Nelo sprint
K1 so that it will run with its hull some 100mm clear of the water. He
can do 1km in 2 mins 57 seconds. Compatriot Erik Larsen won this
distance at the world championships this year in 3 mins 29 secs so the
increase in speed is dramatic.
In a race between the Flyak, as the hydrofoil craft is named, and a
K4 over 200m, both paddled by Norwegian team members, the K4
was up at the halfway stage but the Flyak finished in front.
A T shaped hydrofoil is fitted about half a metre back from the bow
with a larger foil a similar distance behind the cockpit. The rudder is
completely clear of the water.
One name behind the project is Rasmussen, who produced the

Hans E H Jacobsen

The hydrofoil kayak is fast
Wing paddle which I first spotted in a car at the Luxembourg Worl;d
Cups marathon in 1985, now used by all top racing paddlers. The
Flyak is to go on the market this summer and is already drawing
significant interest from around the world. Although current rules
would not allow it to be used in competitions, it is a concept the ICF
will have to consider seriously. The designation F1 is being used,
confusing as it was originally used for folding kayaks to distinguish
them from rigid kayaks.

CANOEIST January 2006

31

Reviews of new books
and publications
Knots
Geoffrey Budworth
Collins, 77 - 85 Fulham Palace Rd,
Hammersmith, London W6 8JB
0 00 719979 1
4th Jul 2005
A5
191 pages, paperback
£9.99
The layout of this book in the Need to
Know? series is attractive, full colour
throughout, each knot, bend or hitch usually
having a double page spread to itself. Getting
down to details, however, most knots are
illustrated with photographs of modern sheathed line, frequently with
patterned sheath, often making it harder to see whether one piece
passes over or under another than if braided rope were to be used.
Dotted lines showing where to go next are in purple which is quite
similar to the red used for some rope, again calling for some close
inspection. Occasionally there are letters to indicate particular strands
and these do help although more would be welcome.
The cop out opening disclaimer 'Do not use any of the knots... for
activities which involve foreseeable risk of loss, damage or injury
without first seeking the advice and guidance of a qualified practitioner
and obtaining the proper training and equipment' may leave you
wondering why you have bought the book at all and what they have
put in the disclaimer in the Kama Sutra volume in the series. If you use
this book as you would expect to be able to use it you will find
suggested uses of the knots, simple instructions and panels containing
additional things for which you should Watch out and which you Must
know, the latter varying from essential to vaguely interesting. A useful
concept is tying your knots in bungee cord first to see how they will
behave in use.
The selection of knots is good, aimed at sailors, anglers, gardeners,
DIY enthusiasts, climbers and more, everything from loading trailers to
bungee jumping into the Zambezi Gorge. There is a particularly
valuable chapter on knots in webbing, a topic not often covered in
knot books. The final chapter on materials, construction and care also
contains a great deal of valuable advice in a short space.
Fearsome Passages
David Rainsbury
Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson Ltd,
Wych House, The Broadway, St Ives,
Cambs PE27 5BT
0 85288 836 8
Jul 2005
250 x 190mm
162 pages, paperback
£15.95
16 rough water sea passages around
the UK and Brittany previously
published as magazine articles, mostly
west of a line from the Gulf of
Corrievreckan to Chichester Bar, are
pulled together to make up this book.
Although they are written from the viewpoint of a sailor, sailing
publications don't often use terms like 'ferry glide' and worry about
standing waves. The passages are well illustrated in colour and
supported with sections of chart and some tidal flow charts. The
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problem is that most passages are to be tackled when they are most
benign so the photographs show them in that state rather then when
they are really raging, what we need to see to get the full effect.
The northern end of the Sound of Jura covers from the Gulf of
Corrievreckan through the Grey Dogs to Cuan Sound and the North
Channel covers from the Mull of Galloway to Rathlin Island yet the
Menai Strait accounts for two chapters. The author has sailed right
round the country so the Pentland Firth should have been included
and Kyle Rhea might also have been in with a shout as the Orford Bar
made it.
If you are looking for white water there are a number of marine
options here, from the fun of the Bitches to the extremes of Portland
Bill and the Alderney Race. You just need to find out what is sensible
and at what point to keep out of trouble. That is the time to put down
this book and start asking local questions.
2004/05 Annual Report & Accounts
BW, Willow Grange, Church Rd,
Watford WD17 4QA
0 903218 48 8
Jul 2005
A4
100 pages, paperback
Highlights for the year show a
26% drop in reportable staff
accidents and 14.5% reduction in
company car travel. Could any of
this have resulted from the 14%
reduction in staff following the
Government's grant cutback?
Restoration of the grant has
resulted in a welcome increase in
staff satisfaction.
Under their social inclusion
policy they include the £400,000
Stonebridge Lock Waterside Centre with a kayak store for Harringay
Youth Paddlers amongst its other amenities for the local community.
As usual, licences produce some interesting statistics. Anglers paid
£524,000 compared with £14,807,000 by boaters. Total unpowered
craft of all categories resulted in just 452 licence sales, suggesting that a
high proportion of approaching 30,000 BCU members who have to
buy reduced price BW canoe licences do not want them.
Our Plan for the Future 2005 - 2009
BW
May 2005
A4
36 pages,
paperback
BW proposals for
action to 2009 are
available on paper or
from their website.
Other than the list of
waterways proposed
for restoration, there
is little of primary
relevance to us. Even the statement that 'We will proactively pursue
the acquisition of new waterspaces when we, and the current owners,
believe that British Waterways is best placed to manage them' is not
going to get us any river access if the EA can help it, considering
themselves the best managers.
A section headed Supporting Angling claims 'Angling is Britain's
favourite pastime'. Even if 'favourite' is understood to mean 'largest',
my belief is that walking has nearly twice the participation level and is
very conspicuous on towpaths, the plan adding under that same
heading that they will 'address conflicts between waterway and
towpath users', conflict which probably does not involve us to any
significant level for once.
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London’s Secret
BW London
210 x 100mm
24 pages, paperback
BW's introduction to London's canals includes
advice on getting afloat but only in larger boats.
However, the special offer vouchers include one
where three people can have a kayak course for the
price of two at the Jubilee Waterside Centre. A fold
out map shows the canals from Rickmansworth via
the River Thames to Hertford and Bishop's
Stortford.

Islington to Limehouse Walk
Little Venice Circular Walk
Walking around Hanwell
Walking in Broxbourne
Walking in the Lea Valley
Walking the East End’s Canals
BW London
A4 folding to 100 x 210mm
These six leaflets introduce canal walks or walks
which partly follow canals in London. Each has a
sketch map, a potted history and points of interest, as
relevant to the canal user as to the walker. The Lea
Valley route brings in Herts Young Mariners but
there is little else which relates specifically to
canoeing.

Swimming Against the Stream
Jean Perraton
Jon Carpenter Publishing, Alder House,
Market St, Charlbury, Oxon OX7 3PH
0 9549727 0 8
2005
240 x 160mm
143 pages, paperback
£14.99
Arriving with a boat on a car can make
you horribly conspicuous as far as access is
concerned. Those who swim outdoors in
lakes and rivers do not have this problem.
On the other hand, they are so invisible that
they do not even make questionnaires of

outdoor activities. They barely exist in official eyes. They face almost
all our access problems and then some more. This book about the
issues for wild swimmers raises most of our own and, as such, is an
excellent resource.
It deals with the history of the sport, the constraints, the
constrainers, litigation, drowning and disease risk, wildlife disturbance
and what could be done to help, should the authorities wish.
There are frequent comparisons to show swimming in a better light
than other activities, including canoeing, but we emerge virtually
unscathed and there are many more common issues than differences.
The foreword is by walking access campaigner Marian Shoard (Apr 00,
p24), who makes reference to Douglas Caffyn's work (Dec, p27) and
there various mentions of the Brighton studies.
Each chapter begins with two quotations, often contradictory. The
most astonishing is from the EA, 'Get a life - get a fishing rod!' It seems
the EA treat swimmers even worse than they do canoeists and the
author has little enthusiasm for BW and their bans, either, in addition
to the overzealous outpourings of the RoSPA and the HSE, who
threaten to take legal action over anyone not obeying their
requirements. Lifeguards are required wherever anyone goes into the
water voluntarily but not where they are just at risk of falling in, such
as anglers. Accident statistics show very few fatalities for canoeing and
not many for wild swimmers, either, the two together adding up to
the number drowned in vehicles at the last count. Swimming in
reservoirs is usually banned as too dangerous although subaqua, with
13 times the risk, is often allowed because it is organized by clubs
while wild swimmers take responsibility for themselves. Over a third
of all water fatalities are alcohol related and nearly a quarter are people
who fall in by accident yet the RoSPA, who have done their best to
stamp out river swimming as too dangerous, have nothing to say on
BW's development of a chain of waterside public houses.
Many people, including some canoeists, deliberately pursue risk
sports because they are just that, risk sports. The author never quite
asks the question why the RoSPA and the HSE's right to remove risk
should take precedence over the public's right to enjoy it. The nearest
she gets is with her penultimate footnote, 'Research indicates that
many people are concerned about very low levels of risk to which they
are exposed involuntarily, and prepared to accept far higher levels of
risk to do the things that they enjoy'. Stop them undertaking their
sport with modest risk and they will probably move to a more risky
scenario to avoid the restrainers, as in canoeing.
The author feels the threat of legal action against the owner of
property on which an accident happens is now receding as long as the
risk is not unusual for the kind of environment. If I was a landowner
with the public present that would still be a major concern for me. On
the other hand, you might fail to understand how the EA continue to
avoid prosecution for their anti scour weirs on the Thames which
were known to be lethal before they installed them (May 79, p15) and
which have killed various people, including people who have paid
licence fees to be on the river.
She notes that 'countryside planners, influenced by landowning and
conservation interests, used to regard recreational pressures as the
major threat to the countryside environment. We now realize that it
has been modern agricultural operations, including land drainage,
over-grazing and the use of herbicides and pesticides, that have caused
the most harm to the countryside and its wildlife'. We should not need
to be grovelling.
'For many years nature conservation and public access were seen as
being in conflict.' As a result of buying up large tracts of land with
Lottery and landfill grants 'conservation bodies have become
increasingly aware that they need public support.' With some still
believing their members are the only people with a right to go into the
countryside that is probably clutching at straws but we have no
alternative.
The author's grasp of canoeing issues is quite good although she
overestimates the proportion of paddling which is club based and the
number of venues which have been bought for canoeing use. Her
information seems to be from the BCU website so it is not surprising
that she does not mention the relatively recent BCU access policy U
turn and implies that they have been making all the running on access.
In Scotland the sports all pulled together and gained decent access
quickly. South of the border we all operate on parallel paths, some
more concerned about glory than results, and are largely ignored. At
least this book gives the issues of a related sport and records some very
useful data and concepts.
I have been wild swimming three times since I last had the boat on
the water. How about you?
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Surf Kayaking
Simon Hammond
Green Room Publishing
0 9550520 0 9
2005
210 x 200
165 pages, paperback
£14.95 from Cordee, 3A De
Montfort St, Leicester LE1 7HD
Although Simon Hammond is a
kayak surfing world champion this is
a modest book. He often uses his
past mistakes to warn against
problems he has solved the hard
way. Although he is a surf kayak specialist he also uses a wave ski,
which he refers to as a surf ski, the term now generally reserved for the
long thin rescue skis.
The layout is over 50% illustration, usually at least full page,
although the colours are a bit disappointing in places. Nevertheless,
instead of being holiday brochure type pictures from around the world
they are mostly of British surf, often quite small and less than perfectly
formed, real conditions that will be met by someone surfing in this
country rather than the idyllic surf about which most people can do no
more than dream. The credits give some indication of locations of the
surf.
The text reads easily, from your equipment through riding surf.
Only in the last few pages are advanced moves introduced and
competition is avoided. Instead there is just a lot of practical
information on taking waves, plus enough on the shapes and causes of
waves to be well worth reading by those in sea kayaks trying to avoid
them.
Refreshingly hype free, it is, as the subtitle says, the essential guide.
The Canoe
The Canoe
John Jennings
Firefly Books Ltd
1 55407 080 5
2002
260 x 270mm
271 pages, paperback
£18.95 from Chris Lloyd
Sales & Marketing,
Stanley House, 3 Fleets
Lane, Poole, Dorset
BH15 3AJ
It is three years since
this magnificent book
was first published (Dec
02, p21). Now it is
available with the content unchanged but as a paperback at just over
half the original price. If you faltered at the original cost, you now
have no excuse for not acquiring this excellent study of the origins of
the canoe by some of the leading authorities on the subject. This is a
lavish must have book for the open canoe enthusiast.

growing industry for people wanting to watch them, rather nearer than
some other venues used for sea kayak whale watching. They also have
surf when conditions are more turbulent.
This book by a botanist and walker reflects his interests although
there is probably as much on driving tours on the limited roads as on
walking and some hints that there might be better views from the
water in places, especially with the shortage of coastal paths. The book
is more readable than most guides of its kind and has maps, sketches
and a few coloured photographs.

The Pacific Northwest
J D Dickey, Tim Jepson & Philip C Lee
Rough Guides
1 84353 285 9
4th edition Jun 2004
200 x 130mm
592 pages, paperback
£13.99 from Penguin Books Ltd, 80 Strand,
London WC2R 0RL
In usual Rough Guide format, light on
pictures but loaded with information and
opinions, this guide covers western Oregon and
Washington plus Vancouver and its island. It is
an area which puts environmental quality above affluence and has
much to offer the paddler from such rivers as the Rogue, Deschutes
and McKenzie to the grade 4 Big Drop on the Gold. Whale watching
by kayak is very much a growth area, especially off Vancouver Island,
the San Juan islands are suggested for viewing wildlife closer by sea
kayak, Puget Sound is one of the many areas strong on kayak rental
and the Seattle skyline is best seen from the water, unlike the sea kayak
journey simulator which the city offers to kids.
Unlike hikes, routes are not described although resources are. The
Broken Islands are claimed to offer the best canoeing in North
America, a powerful claim, and a ferry will drop you and your canoe
off at your preferred launch point. They say 'try Westview Live Bait
Ltd... for canoes', a totally different attitude from this country, and that
is for Desolation Sound, 'some of Canada's best boating.' Although
white water rafting is a dangerous sport for insurance purposes, in the
US kayaks are probably not.
Off the water, Snoqualmie Falls are 30m higher than Niagara with a
picture to make the case while Shannon Falls are six times Niagara's
height.
In our last issue Alan Byde attempted to show that construction of
the Ark was physically impossible, believing that it was some distant
folk memory of moving animals around in large canoes. One in
Oregon, driven ashore with white flapping wings, may have been a
Spanish galleon but others are more definite, such as the huge whaling
canoe in Vancouver Museum. Alan will seize on the comments about
Mount Baker: 'the local Lummi saw it as a sort of Ararat, the one peak
that survived the Great Flood to provide sanctuary for a Lummi
"Noah" in his giant canoe.'
2005/6 is the bicentenary of the Lewis and Clark expedition, in its
day comparable with the first Moon landing and needing as little
introduction in the authors' eyes. There are various clues for those not
familiar with the names and the anniversary of this exploration of the
northwest by these two canoeing pioneers will rank high in drawing
the interest of the public to canoeing in the area over the next year.

Azores
Go Do Wales
David Sayers
Bradt Travel Guides Ltd, 19 High St,
Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9QE
1 84162 026 2
2001
210 x 140mm
262 pages, paperback
£12.95
As a group of small volcanic islands in the
mid Atlantic, the Azores have logistics
problems, weather which varies from day to
day and nothing in the way of canoeing. What
they do have is whales and dolphins and a
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Jules Brown
Rough Guides Ltd
140 x 100mm
96 pages, paperback
An abridged version of the Rough Guide to
Wales, this booklet has just three pages of small
coloured pictures. Canoeing at Bala is promoted,
both on the lake and on the river, canoeing at
Llangollen is mentioned, Outdoor Alternative is
promoted and some of the other accommodation for outdoor groups
around Wales will be familiar. Chris Sladden’s comprehensive guide to
Welsh rivers is mentioned.
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Mediterranean Handbook

The Best of France

Jon Gorvett
Trailblazer Publications, The Old Manse,
Tower Rd, Hindhead, Surrey GU26 6SU
1 873756 72 0
Aug 2004
180 x 120mm
480 pages, paperback
£13.99
In the usual Trailblazer format this book
contains a vast amount of information,
including town plans, but only a few colour
photographs. It takes as its subject the ferry
ports of the Mediterranean and places easily
reached from them, ideal for somebody wanting to travel with a kayak
but without a car.
The order is confusing, the ports not being consecutive around the
coast. For example, the Adriatic is taken from north to south,
alternating between sides, from country to country and back with very
little attention to the changes of sides.
Each place has its history, attractions, ferries, buses, trains and where
to stay and to eat. Much of it is highly practical, from why it is unwise
to doss in bus shelters in Brindisi through to the most positive
presentation of Albania as a friendly country that I have seen
anywhere, something to be born in mind as it has some interesting
white water rivers tucked away in the mountains. Algeria is best
avoided but there are hopes of improvement in Cyprus. Even if you
are going to one section of coast and staying there, the practical advice
in this book is well worth reading.

Jamie Dunford Wood
1 904131 05 0
196 pages

QuickTide South West 2006/2007
1 902830 30 X
QuickTide South East 2006/2007

The Best of Spain
Benjamin Curtis
Travel Intelligence Ltd, 2 Oaklands Grove,
London W12 0JA
1 90431 07 7
2002
180 x 140mm
192 pages, paperback
£9.95
Each of these books is an anthology of short
stories by a range of travel writers, many of
whom appear in both books. They cover a
wide spectrum of what each country has to
offer, not least regional foods and wines,
typically a couple of articles followed by
practical details, books and websites which refer,
including the American imprint of White Water
Pyrenees, before moving on to the next topic.
There are just a few colour photographs.
The French volume includes Andrew Eames
canoeing on the Charente with his young son.
Christopher Somerville's exploration of the
Venise Verte could be equally relevant. The
Spanish volume is less applicable although for
fiesta seekers, San Sebastian has the Semana Grande. 'If you like to see
teams of mighty Basques striking out to sea in giant canoes, then this is
the one for you.'
Amongst the writers is Alf Alderson. Could this be the board surfer
who dislikes meeting kayaks on his break at Whitesand Bay? He begins
'There are times when I'm walking or mountain biking in the
mountains that I feel quite churlish. These instances occur when I
meet another walker or biker coming in the opposite direction.'
Assuming it is the very same writer, who once had his birthday ruined
when friends decorated his flat with copies of Canoeist, it may be that
he likes solitude and that kayak surfers should not feel so bad about it.

1 902830 31.8
QuickTide North 2006/2007
1 902830 32 6
QT International Ltd, 19 Canynge Rd,
Bristol BS8 3JZ
220 x 150mm
£7.99 + 30p P&P (free on more than one)
Once again these quick tide calculators are
back. The only changes apart from the data
are to a minority of colours. The coast south
of Aberdeen now has a much more distinct
colour. One the other hand, the shades of
pink used in the southeast have not changed
for the better, perhaps just variation in the
printing colour control. Where four shades
of pink are used in succession west of
Cherbourg it is possible to work them out
but west of St Alban's Head only two are
used on a section of coast where tidal
constants change very rapidly anyway so
some completely new colours would help.
If I need to know the exact time of a tide
I calculate from tide tables. If I just need to
know roughly then QuickTide is much the
easier option and I have yet to make a
significant error with these charts, something
which cannot always be said for my
'accurate' calculations.
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Ischia, Luogo dell’Anima
Camera di Commercio IAA di
Napoli
300 x 190mm
32 pages, paperback
Subtitled Place of the Soul, this is
mainly a moods picture book relating
to a volcanic island off Naples. The
text in Italian, English and German is
limited and poetic although a couple
of pages at the back are more factual,
together with a very detailed map
where quite a lot of the names are
just too small to be readable.
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Laghi dal Cielo
Lorenzo Berolini & Giorgio
Carradori
Co Ri Val SCRL, Via della
Prese, 6-23100 Sondrio, Italia
Feb 2004
330 x 230mm
120 pages, paperback
The central part of this book
is 80 large full page photographs
of the Italian lakes, taken from
the air, a superb picture book.
Each picture has a simple
location map in the corner and
a brief caption in four languages
including English.
First come 15 introductions,
the one for the UK worded
differently from that for the
USA and Canada while there
are three different ones for
German speaking countries. The final part of the book is given over to
the observations of visiting writers and poets from the 1st century to
1986, all in their original languages, including Latin and Old English.
A tourism promotion for the Lombardy region, it offers a tempting
array of big lake possibilities.
Rhodes
Dieter Graf
Graf Editions, Elisabethstr 29, 80796 München
2004
190 x 110mm
48 pages, paperback
Extracted from a longer book, this walking
guide in English relates to Rhodes where most
paths go near the sea. However, there is little
about the sea here, other than marking good
swimming beaches on the sketch maps. Small
photographs give a feel for the landscape. The
introduction to one walk probably speaks for other
areas as well, ‘This walking tour is the loveliest way to get to Líndos,
except for taking a boat trip.’

up some small but significant successes since 1992 and copying his
letters to Tony Blair and various top names in the USA, most of
whom have found employment in the White House at one time or
another. The idea was to get Bush junior to present a paddle to Blair at
the Gleneagles summit, an American initiative perhaps succeeding
where non American Kyoto had failed. Clearly that did not happen.
On the other hand we may never know whether David had any
influence on getting climate to the top of the agenda. Suffice it to say
that the PM's agent has been one of those to name and launch a bell
boat on behalf of his boss.
Environment Policy
National Farmers' Union,
Agriculture House, 164
Shaftesbury Ave, London WC2H
8HL
A4
33 pages, paperback
This policy statement by the
NFU is a call for minimal
regulation of farming, accompanied
by as many reasons as they can pull
together. They make some of the
right
noises.
'However,
environmental issues must not be
seen as simply a restraint on
farming and horticultural practice.
There is a very important positive
side to the equation. Farmers are
well placed to provide many
environmental services demanded by society: not only as managers of
an accessible and attractive countryside'. 'There should be no doubt
that farmers take their role as stewards of the countryside seriously and
daily demonstrate their commitment to this stewardship role.'
The ten farm case studies, which make up the greater part of the
document, are less convincing. Only three mention access for walkers
with one also adding in horse riders. The rest offer nothing. Most
countryside users, including those wishing to be on rivers, do not
warrant a mention.
Garda
Plus+
210 x 250mm
54 pages, paperback
Intended to give a flavour
of the largest of the Italian
lakes, this book has up to
four pictures per page of the
lake and life around it with
limited text. Watersports are
included, mostly sailing.

A Paddle for Life
24th Sep 2004
17 pages
All on Board with a Paddle for Life
David W Train
The Main Academy, Glen Villa, Fladbury,
Nr Pershore, Worcs WR10 2QH
A5, paperback
14 pages
These two booklets are David Train's
attempt to reverse climate change by having
each 8 year old make a bell boat paddle. On
the face of it, cutting down a willow tree
would not seem the most obvious way of
setting about it but all is explained.
The first book is one of his children's
stories, a rewrite of the Fladbury story with
swords and shields turned into paddles and
plenty of other symbolism. You may or may
not like his cartoons, you won't like his
proofreading and you may be doubtful
about Worcestershire as the centre of the UK and the Tees as the
north. It has the start of a happy ending when Dubya's granddaughter
makes a paddle and persuades him to rethink his policy on pollution.
The other book is for adults, explaining David's thinking, notching
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The Tidal Thames
Rear Admiral Bruce Richardson
Port of London Authority, Bakers' Hall,
7 Harp Lane, London EC3R 6LB
1st Jun 2005
A5
29 pages, paperback
Free
The Pleasure User's Guide (Sep 02, p34) has
had a complete rewrite. Some of the original
diagrams remain but all the memorable
cartoons have gone, replaced by occasional
colour photographs, mostly of boats. I most
missed the maps showing crossing places
between Richmond and Putney and, to a lesser extent, between
Tilbury and the Medway. Generally, there is more detail on the
interpretation of regulations and a heavier feel to the text. The section
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for canoeists is no longer included although we are frequently listed
with other activities. Buoyancy aids are now compulsory and third
party insurance and club membership are advised. If you intend to
share this busy waterway with commercial craft of all sorts then you
need to read this booklet.

2006 Dover Tide Tables
2006 Harwich & East Coast Tide Tables
2006 London Bridge & Thames Estuary Tide Tables

The Po

2006 Portsmouth & South Coast Tide Tables

Lino Sagentin
2003
28 pages

Tidal Press, 20 The Strand, Steeple Ashton,
Trowbridge, Wilts BA14 6EP
A6
20 pages, paperback
£1.50
There is no significant difference in these tide
tables from previously (Feb 03, p21), meaning that
the tidal constants are still in alphabetical order
rather than the useful geographical order in which
they were presented when they were first issued.
That aside, they continue to be useful for giving tide
times
as
accurately as
atmospheric
conditions on
the
day
permit.

The Po Delta
B Moretti & L Segantin
Province of Rovigo
2005
160 x 240mm
36 pages, paperback
Free
The first of these two
tourist board guides is to the
left bank of the Po from
Melara to Papozze, with
much on the architecture. There are small maps and smaller pictures
which include general purpose and wild water racing kayaks.
Confusingly, the symbol on the main map for a nautical rowing centre
is a kayak and paddle and the 8 pages of tourist facilities at the back list
only canoe clubs under ‘Rowing’.
Those who remember Gaybo as having been set up by Gay and Bob
Goldsmith may be interested to know that gaybo is Italian for flow of
water, which reached its peak with the devastating floods half a
century ago.
The delta booklet has more relevance to us, a series of circular tours
on foot which can be followed to a greater or lesser extent on the
water, 185km in total. The emphasis is on natural history, especially
birds. Tour 7 ‘is a special tour, particularly suitable for canoes and small
boats, ideal for shallow lagoons... Canoeing is the best way to get really
close to those places which have always been so popular with
neorealist film directors, photographers and birdwatchers, or schoolchildren, family groups visiting one of the most interesting European
Parks, with an incredible wealth of different birds.’ A kayak emerges
from the reeds in a photograph and the dozen pages of services include
canoe hire for use in this distinctive environment.
A Small Craft Guide to Portsmouth Harbour & Its
Approaches
Queen's Harbour Master
540 x 380mm folding to 140 x
190mm
Completely redesigned (Dec 92,
p24), this leaflet has also been
rewritten in English which does not
do it any favours. The major change is
that the Boat Channel on the west
side is now the obligatory route for
small craft entering or leaving Portsmouth Harbour.

The Year 2003/2004
Waterways Trust
A4
31 pages, paperback
Laid out as a monthly diary with
the large black and white
photographs which have become
the hallmark of the Waterways
Trust, this annual report leads to
the accounts, to which they hope
you will contribute in future. The
thing most relevant to canoeing was
the press visit to the usually closed
Salt Warehouse in Gloucester. 'The
sounds of cameras clicking and
animated discussion about the
origins of certain objects were
heard all around the warehouse.'
Our subsequent article on the
mystery historic canoe collection (Apr 04, p9) was not the only time
material from the visit was featured in Canoeist, the museum special
entry rate (Oct 04, p34) also deriving from that gathering.

The RNLI PLan

Lee Valley Regional Park

RNLI, West Quay Rd, Poole, Dorset
BH15 1HZ
5th edition Jan 2004
A5
13 pages, paperback
The latest RNLI plan covers all the facets
of the RNLI's work. There are hints at the
extreme watersports safety DVDs planned
(Aug 04, p33). The beach lifeguard units
have yet to get the same level of public
support that the lifeboat crews have, many
people being less welcoming of prevention
than they are of rescue.

FWT
May 2004
A2 folding to 210 x 100mm
This map covers the valley of the River Lea from
Ware to the River Thames, showing the attractions
and detailing the public transport links. All
watersports are lumped together under the heading
'sailing club'. It is an area which will see much
change as the Olympic facilities are built.
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Canada’s Northwest Territories Explorers’ Map

1000 Emozioni sul Sesia

Dept of Industry, Tourism & Investment,
Government of the Northwest Territories, 600
5120 - 50th St, Yellowknife, NT X1A 3S8,
Canada
960 x 680mm folding to 250 x 120mm
The largest of the maps covers the whole of
one side and features an area which is usually
shown in atlases as a distorted part of a small scale
map covering much of the Arctic. There are
relatively few names on the map but a selection
of the many lakes and rivers and such details as
the northern limit of trees and the polar ice
limits, useful for putting everything else into
context.
Other maps give more on less extensive areas,
including which roads are surfaced. Notes list what facilities are
available at widely separated communities and road distances are given.
Reference is made to the Arctic Red, South Nahanni and Thelon,
Canadian Heritage Rivers, and to the Trans Canada Trail which uses
the Athabasca, Slave and Mackenzie Rivers. There are lists of the few
places mobile phone s will work, how to obtain weather forecasts and
websites with fuller information.

Turismo Valsesia Vercelli
480 x 680mm folding to 240 x
170mm
There are two full colour maps here
back to back. One is for canoeing from
Alagna Valsesia to Serrevalle Sesia,
including the world championship wild
water racing course, giving distances,
grades, dams, waterfalls, gorges, gauges,
altitudes, canoe schools, changing rooms
and access points. It also shows tributaries
with their information. Use times are
given, 10am - 6pm for the main river, 2
- 5pm for tributaries. Information is give
in up to four languages including
English. Paddlers should not disturb the gravel bed during the trout
and grayling breeding season from November to May.
On the back is an angling map covering the larger catchment to
Borgosesia. This one is only in Italian, an interesting comment on the
countries from which visitors are drawn to the area by the two
activities.

Little Dancer
Colin Broadway is publishing a book on canoe poling. This is to be followed by other canoe books and videos.

Imray chart developments
Imrays have issued new charts for the Portuguese and Spanish coasts from La Coruña to Gibraltar and for the Canaries and Cape Verdes. They
have also produced their first CD at £55 containing 8 charts covering Spurn Head and the Dutch coast to Brighton with more following to cover
the south coast of England plus Brittany. The Maritime & Coastguard Agency have now approved Imray charts for use in small craft and the UK
Hydrographic Office have adopted Imray’s method of updating charts. Finally, Imray have taken over the Stanford range of charts from
GeoProjects and will continue to run them as a separate imprint.

New Welsh folio
The UK Hydrographic Office have launched a chart folio for north Wales. It has 15 charts covering Aberystwyth to Colwyn Bay including
Anglesey, mostly as 1:75,000 and costing £37.50.

Do you know
Disturbance of fish

Tyne Prefect contacts

I am looking for an article which was published somewhere about
the disturbance (or not) of canoes and fish. Would it have been in a
copy of Canoeist in the past?

I’ve just been handed down the above canoe, in what appears to
be very good condition, along with original undated and typed
assembly instructions.
I’ve done a little web research but, apart from finding out that the
company was created in 1935, cannot find out whether it still exists
under another name, or is, like the canoe, folded!
Are you able to assist me with any information or contacts?

Margaret Winter
I suspect you want Lawrence Chapman’s article from our June 97 issue,
page 16, subsequently reprinted by the ICF in their magazine.

Andrew Young

Seeking the Great White
In an autumn edition in 2004 you featured a double sea kayak
referred to as the Great White. Try as I might I cannot find that
edition; do you have a contact phone number?

Ian Collins
It was
the
December
issue,
p42. The
contact no
is 07811
699155.

Tyne went some decades ago but there are enthusiasts of vintage canoes,
especially in good condition.
I see you have a Poulton phone number. The Historic Canoe & Kayak
Association have run a weekend at the Trout near Lechlade in past years.
You may wish to see if they have any others planned. Contact Tony Ford
at tfordhcka@compuserve.de. Roger French of Marlow (01628 486885)
has more Tynes than most and may be worth calling for a chat. The
Thames Traditional Boat Show at Henley in July usually also sees some on
display.

The third woman
Who were the members of the British women’s team in the 1993
world slalom championships? We only know two of them. The
information is needed to update the BCU’s website.

John MacLeod
The bronze medal team in Mezzana were Maria Lund (Francis), Rachel
Crosbee and Lynn Simpson.
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Grand Union Canal
Northamptonshire Section

Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.

Rural views at Bugbrooke.
intervals. There are the
inevitable moorhens,
mallards and swans
plus swallows in
summer and too
many dead fish.
Ashes, hawthorns and dog roses
line the canal with yellow irises and
lilies in the water, hardly what would
be expected for England’s spine canal.
Powerlines cross the canal three times
at Nether Heyford where the church has a
monument to judge Francis Morgan who
pronounced the death sentence on Lady Jane
Grey and then committed suicide with
remorse in 1558. The village has a 2ha tree
lined green and a large Roman building to its east.
Bugbrooke has fine 18th century houses, a pretty
Baptist church of 1808, a 12th century chapel in
parkland and a 14th century parish church with a
notable 15th century wooden screen and a poem in the
belltower warning against improperly dressed
bellringers. A century ago the village had the first soap
factory in England, a brickyard, bakeries and mills, of
which Hetgate Mill is the only one still operating. From
the Wharf public house the canal crosses the Bugbrooke
valley aqueduct.
Cow parsley and docks grow strongly in the summer
and there are also fine colours in autumn.
These Northamptonshire villages have an air of quiet
affluence. Gayton is another with large 16 - 19th
century stone houses and a large church with an
ornamented tower and an old manor house site.
Canada geese flock and reedmace begins to appear
near Gayton Junction where the Northampton Arm
leaves to drop down to the River Nene, currently the
most practical route for many powered craft to reach
the rivers of the east of England. There is a BW depot at
the junction and a roving bridge across. The new line of
the A43 crosses, as does the railway which then crosses
the old A43 north of Blisworth on a bridge by Robert
Stephenson which has particularly good attention to
detail.

Blisworth has thatched houses with brown
Blisworth stone and light Northamptonshire
sandstone in alternate layers for decorative effect, a
benefit of having had tramways bringing stone from
quarries to the canal. It begins at
Candle Bridge, where boatmen
bought their candles for Blisworth
Tunnel. St John the Baptist church
dates from the 13th century and stands
behind ornate cast iron graveyard
gates. The Sun, Moon & Stars Inn is
now a teahouse and art gallery and
Blisworth also had a mill. For the
canal user the outstanding building is
the great warehouse of 1879.
The village is left but it has one
more superlative, Blisworth Tunnel.
2.8km long, it is the third longest in
Britain, being surpassed only by
Standedge and Dudley.
Opened in 1805, it provided
the greatest technical difficulty
on the whole canal. The first attempt to cut
through the ironstone outcrop in 1793 - 6
had to be abandoned because of
floodwater, the current line
being a bit to the west. In
1977 part of the invert
w a s
found to
h a v e
lifted by as much as 1.2m
so the central section
was
lined
with
concrete segments
over 1982 - 4 during a
five year closure but
it still showers water
and the walls are
covered with calcite.
A kink near the
southern
e n d

Rural
countryside,
even in
town
NASA

F

rom Flore (Apr, guide) the canal continues
through completely rural countryside as it moves
away from the River Nene, the A5 and the M1,
disturbed only by the West Coast Main Line at

means
t h a t
daylight
cannot be
seen right
through it. Until 1871
boats were legged
through, there being a
leggers’ hut at the
southern end, and steam
tugs were then used until 1934. Pipistrelle
and other bats roost in it perfectly happily,
suggesting that there is no need to stop boats
using other tunnels such as Greywell on the
Basingstoke Canal just because bats have taken up
residence.
There is now a notice banning canoes. Although
the portage route is not marked, it is followed by a

CANOEIST January 2006

39

Guide

Grand Union Canal - Northamptonshire Section

Looking down the line of the Northampton Arm from Gayton Junction.
once carried a tramway from Tiffield to Roade.
Above the left bank is a portage trail with steel rod
sculptures of two deer, a fox and a horse with a
tramway wagon. Bird boxes proliferate, as do rabbits.

The great warehouse in Blisworth.

Former BW chairman Dr George Greener celebrates Blisworth
Tunnel’s June 2005 bicentenary.
At the southern portal one of the concrete lining
rings has been set into the sloping bank to show the
size to the hordes of spectators to be seen on any
summer weekend, this being at the start of Stoke
Bruerne, probably the country’s best example of a
canal village. Built in brown Blisworth limestone, the
village had a boat children’s school, Sister Mary Ward
had a boat people’s surgery for thirty years until the

Horse and tramway wagon sculpture at Blisworth.
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Stoke Bruerne canal museum.

Waterways Trust

One of the tunnel vent
shafts in a field.

road for most of the way but visibility is not good and
there is no footway. At intervals there are tall brick
vent columns, the tunnel having been built originally
from 19 shafts plus the end portals. These
construction shafts were reopened after two boatmen
suffocated in 1861 and five children had to be revived
after a trip through in 1896, after which women and
children were required to walk over. Pheasants and
cuckoos are heard and orange tip butterflies add
summer colour. Towards the southern end the road
bends right and a track ahead descends to the canal,
on the way passing through an embankment which

Grand Union Canal - Northamptonshire Section

Guide

Norman tower of the Perpendicular church. The
village was used for filming some of True Tilda.
The Navigation is a newer public house but equally
convenient for the canal.
The pond of a former brickworks is now a nature
reserve with green woodpeckers, dragonflies,
butterflies, shrews, mice, grass snakes, anthills and
plantlife which includes cowslips, dog violets,
common spotted orchids, ragged robin, birdsfoot
trefoil and lady’s bedstraw.
Stoke Park House was built in 1629 - 36 as the first
Palladian house in England. By Inigo Jones, it had
flanking pavilions and colonnade and fine gardens but
was badly damaged by fire in 1886.
The boat weighing machine.
mid 1950s and it was the site of what was probably
England’s last handmade ropeworks. The lock cottage
has an Italianesque bay window while the bottom
gates have round balance beams and an iron gate from
Welshpool Town Lock. The disused lock chamber
alongside contains a boat weighing machine built for
the Glamorganshire Canal although this is expected to
be moved to the new National Welsh Museum. Stoke
Bruerne Waterways Museum itself is located in a
restored 1840s stone cornmill, used until 1913.
Opened in 1963, it was Britain’s first canal museum
with boats, engines, costumes, documents,
photographs, paintings, models, a cabin, cabinware,
china, utensils, brasses and signs, the museum shop
being in an old beam engine house. The Old Chapel
Gallery and Crafts Gallery is a museum of rural life
and has the work of up to 60 artists in wood,
jewellery, ceramics and textiles. There are tea rooms
in old stables. The Boat Inn has been run by the same
family since 1877 and is one of the few with
Northamptonshire skittles. Over the village stands the

Children’s mosaics beneath the A508 bridge.

The Boat Inn in Stoke Bruerne, the quintessential canal village.
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The long arched weir feeding the River Tove.

Yardley Gobion ahead.

The Stoke Bruerne lock flight is crossed by the
A508, beneath which it is like an art gallery. Framed
mosaics by local schoolchildren on canal and other
themes are mounted on both abutments of the bridge,
a striking discovery. Ivy clad cottages face the bottom
lock.
The canal crosses two arms of the River Tove on
the level and then follows its valley down to the River
Great Ouse. The river passes over a long weir, above
which the towpath is supported on brick arches. The
design is seen again but not as extensive as here.
On a hill overlooking the canal Grafton Regis has a
13/14th century church with a Norman font, fine
rood screen and many monuments to the Fitzroy
family. Regis was added to the name following the
visit of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn to the manor
house, home of Elizabeth Woodville who had married
Edward IV here in 1464, destroyed in the Civil War
and now a hospital. Charles II made his illegitimate
son Henry the Duke of Grafton. The White Hart also
has Northamptonshire skittles.
There are extensive views over the Tove valley. In
particular, on the skyline 4km away is the Norman
church of St James in Hanslope with the finest spire in
Northamptonshire.
A sign warning of elderly ducks crossing is the
introduction to Yardley Gobion although it could
equally have made reference to herons. A less happy
bird was the new Kingfisher Marina, across the front
of which BW placed sheetpiling for a year in 1998 in a
dispute over payment for access. The church dates
from 1864 but there are older buildings of note. A
14/15th century pottery has become a public house,
confusingly called the Coffee Pot. The Royal Oak is

where Edward IV met Elizabeth Woodville, later to be
his queen and the mother of the Princes in the Tower.
Northeast of the Navigation Inn at Thrupp Wharf is
Castlethorpe, its motte and bailey to be found behind
the Norman church of Sts Simon & Jude, the tower of
which collapsed in 1700, to be replaced with a
Georgian one. Again, there are fine views over the
Tove valley.
The daughter of the house at Cosgrove Priory fell in
love with a shepherd. Her parents did not approve and
had him deported on a false charge of sheep stealing.
The daughter drowned herself in the millrace but her
ghost may still be seen at the full moon. The mill was
demolished in the 1920s and the priory is now offices.
Entry to Cosgrove is under Solomon’s Ornamental
Bridge. From 1800 in Gothic style, it is the most
elaborate on the canal. St Vincent’s Well has a high
iron content, good for eye problems, and is protected
by Act of Parliament. The canal passes the Victorian
rebuilt church with its 14th century weathercock and
loops round the Barley Mow and the bay fronted 18th
century Cosgrove Hall, in front of which a Roman
bath house has been excavated.
From Cosgrove Junction the Old Stratford &
Buckingham Arm heads southwest but it only gets
200m. Last used commercially in 1932, it was closed in
1961 and has mostly disappeared although the line is
largely unobstructed.
A large 2003 wire sculpture of a boatman leaning on
a pole faces Cosgrove Lock, which drops the canal to
its bottom level of 70m in this area. Narrow gauge
railway lines used to serve local gravel pits. On the
northeast side of the canal is Cosgrove Leisure Park in
eight lakes resulting from sand and gravel workings,

The manor is located on top of the hill at Grafton Regis.

42

CANOEIST January 2006

Solomon’s Ornamental Bridge at the entrance to Cosgrove.

Wire boatman sculpture near Cosgrove Lock.
The remains of the Old Stratford & Buckingham Arm.
now with funfair, water skiing, jet skiing, windsurfing,
swimming, angling and a picnic area.
The canal runs straight across the valley of the River
Great Ouse on a 1.4km long embankment, originally
crossing the river on a stone aqueduct of 1805
although this collapsed three years later. While,

reconstruction work took place a flight of locks were
built down to the river and up again on the west side
although these were problematical when the river was
in flood. The remains of the locks and the old
aqueduct remain in the bushes. In 1811 they were
superseded by the Iron Trunk aqueduct which has less
than 200mm of upstand on the west side and which

The pedestrian tunnel
under the canal.

The Iron Trunk over the River Great Ouse, the first in the world of its kind.
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Guide

Grand Union Canal - Northamptonshire Section

Just part of the long railway mural at Wolverton.
William Bliss recorded the locals calling the Tank or
Pig Trough. A Scheduled Ancient Monument, it was
one of the first of its kind in the world. Beneath the
canal there is a narrow oval pedestrian tunnel. A 1981

plan was to place locks on the Great Ouse to make it
navigable to powered craft to Bedford. If the Bedford
& Milton Keynes Waterway fails the plan may be
revived. Crossing the aqueduct takes the canal from

Looking from Grafton Street aqueduct towards the almost hidden windmill.
Stantonbury Park Farm on the edge of Milton Keynes.
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Grand Union Canal - Northamptonshire Section
Northamptonshire to Milton Keynes, the canal then
following the river to Haversham.
The embankment ends at some houses, one of
which has a dovecote, and the Galleon public house,
behind which are an 1815 church in Norman style
with a 1729 rectory, the remains of a Norman motte
and bailey and the site of the mediaeval Wolverton
Village.
This is the start of the new town of Milton Keynes,
built on 89km 2 of farmland from 1967 with the
planting of millions of trees and sweeping American
style roads. Bill Bryson said ‘I didn’t hate Milton
Keynes immediately.’ It took a couple of hours of
walking, trying to find the town centre, before he
decided it was even worse than Gateshead’s
MetroCentre. Other views are divided. Clearly, many
people like the little boxes hidden away in tree
screened culs-de-sac and few places of this size have
such easy rush hour driving. The town is built in a
loop of the canal and where the canal does enter the
built up area it is largely in parkland.
Initially it is almost in a tunnel of trees with jays and
magpies. To the north is Old Wolverton with
Europe’s largest recycling factory. To the south is
Wolverton with the abandoned 1838 railway carriage
workshops, responsible for building the royal trains,
amongst others. It has been one of the worst areas on
the canal for graffiti and litter with Second World War
camouflage but seems to have shaken off the image,
now with bracken and a quite acceptable demeanour.
The West Coast Main Line passes over and a 150m
long black and white railway mural of 1980 by Bill
Billings and the IWA has recently been restored on an
extensive curved wall.
At the start of New Bradwell, a Victorian railway
workers’ town, is the Grafton Street aqueduct of 1991,
the first new aqueduct in England for 50 years and one
of the most complicated pieces of civil engineering in
Milton Keynes. Near it is an 1803 sandstone smock
windmill, sited by the canal for transport purposes,
used until 1871 and now restored. An 1858 church by
Street contains Victorian stained glass but a Norman
chancel arch from a ruined church in Stantonbury.
There are also the remains of Bradwell Abbey,
founded in 1154 by the Benedictines. Waterside trees
include birch, cherry and alder.
After Newport Pagnell Road bridge, its abutments
spray painted with bright butterfly murals, the canal is
back in farmland with Highland cattle amongst the
black and white Fresian cows. It passes the wildfowl
centre in Great Linford ARC gravel pits with greylag
geese, a winter gull roost and sailing. There are roach,
bream and perch in the canal and BW have stocked it
with mirror carp for anglers to catch.
Garden decorations near the Proud Perch include a
rowing boat end built into the bank and a skeleton
draped over a tree branch.
The canal turns sharply under a former railway
bridge and passes the 14th century St Andrew’s church
in yellow stone with a 12th century tower, Georgian
box pews and fine 19th century stained glass. The late
17th century limestone Linford Manor with Greek
temple, almshouses with Flemish gables, two storey
school section and farm buildings has become the
Courtyard arts centre with pottery, jewellery and
silversmithing. It was built by Sir William Pritchard,
Lord Mayor of London, who wanted this as his main
country seat. Away from the more formal areas there
are cowslips, woolly thistles, oxeye daisies, knapweed,
butterflies and other insects and considerable birdlife.

Guide

The Newport Pagnell Canal served marble quarries
from 1817 to 1864, became the Newport Nobby
Railway until 1967 and is now the Railway Walk with
nature reserve. An old bridge was retained after
residents protested against its demolition while the old
Wharf Inn at Linford Wharf has become a private
house.
Giffard Park draws attention to the parkland
environment which seems to be the sort of place
where narrowboats are less likely to be met than
bailiffs.
The Dell is restored brick kilns, used from the 1890s
to 1911, the willow and hawthorn screened ponds
being the claypits.
After the A422 is Pennyland Basin, large houses
with their own moorings, the result of a 1980 design
competition which won an architectural award.
Damselflies frequent the flowering rush and water
dock.
The A509 crosses by Gulliver’s Land and Willen
Lake. Here are the first Buddhist peace pagoda in the
Gibbet and skeleton
West and St Mary Magdalen, the only Wren church
draped over a tree
outside London. This reach is the starting point for the
branch at Giffard Park.
proposed Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway. At 32km long, a broad
FACT FILE
canal, it will connect the canal
network with the East Anglian rivers
and will be the longest new canal in Distance
Britain for over a century, planned for From Flore to Woughton Park is 43km.
completion by 2010. However, Transport
previous attempts in 1811 and 1892
failed and success is not assured this The railway has no stations. Stagecoach
Southern Counties 40/40A buses serve Nether
time, funding not being forthcoming.
One of the surprising things about Heyford and Bugbrooke and their 37 buses
Milton Keynes is its name. Rather
serve Grafton Regis, Yardley Gobion and
than being called after Bletchley,
Wolverton or one of the towns Wolverton. Other buses crossing the canal
incorporated it uses the name of a connect at such towns at Northampton.
village which manages to retain clear Campsites
space between itself and the new
town, standing on the far side of the There are campsites 11km away at Billing,
River Ouzel or Lovat, the valley of 300m away at Cosgrove and 9km away at
which the canal is now to ascend.
Ridgmont.
Poplars line the canal down towards
the Peartree Bridge Inn where alders Youth Hostels
and horse chestnuts surround a marina. Badby youth hostel is 8km away and Bradwell
The Old Swan Inn at Woughton on Village youth hostel is 1km away.
the Green was used by Dick Turpin
Water Quality
and his ghost has often been seen on
his horse, Black Bess. One night, Flore - Blisworth: Fair (2)
while being pursued, he apparently Blisworth - Woughton Park: Good (1B)
quickly reshod his horse with the Licence
shoes on backwards to fool his
pursuers. Assuming he had the tools A BW licence is required costing £3 per day
and noise was not an issue, how long or £9 per week. BCU members (except SCA)
does it take to reshoe a horse and already pay to use this canal.
would such an experimental
procedure be the best use of that time Canal Society
unless the pursuers were so far away Grand Union Canal Society, PO Box 254,
that a more leisurely departure could Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP1 2SU
have been made?
OS 1:50,000 Sheets
Beyond the A421 is Woughton
Park and Walton Hall, home of the 152 Northampton & Milton Keynes
Open University since it was set up in Forecasts
the 1960s to provide correspondence Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Northants &
courses for those not able to attend full
Derbyshire, 09014 722 062
time study at university.
Limited parking space is available Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire & Essex, 09014
under and near the next bridge with 722 057
more parking towards the university.
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Coastal
The weather, particularly the wind forecast, for the weekend 4 5th June was not very optimistic, too much breeze at nothing less
than force 4 all weekend being forecast from most sources. This may
have accounted for the select turnout of just 8 sailors plus Joyce in the
Honorary Shore Support (and Knitting) role. Jim and Wally had
ventured out in their outrigger canoes on Friday before the rest of us
arrived and had had a brief do on the sheltered bit of Silver Bay
where they were staying (unlike the rest of us who were on the small
but nicely appointed near by Outdoor Alternative site). Joyce had
shared her disquiet about the chaps being out in the blowy conditions
and they had wisely used discretion and retired to their
accommodation for refreshments, which is where I found them, soon
after our teatime arrival, part way down a bottle of wine. Discussions
ensued with pessimism over our chances for getting on the water at all
on Saturday. We later convened in the Silver Bay snug to drown our
sorrows rather than ourselves. On returning to the campsite at nearly
midnight we found James and Emma Berwick putting up their rather
splendid tepee. They had endured an eleven hour journey from the
far end of Cornwall to join us and should get an award for such
patience and determination.
Our pessimism was borne out the next morning with the sight of
many whitecaps speckling the sea throughout the day; it was blowing
just as the forecasts had predicted, F5 to 6 from the SW. To use the
time gainfully John and Alison Hattersley went running to Trearddur
and back, Emma and James went for a drive round Snowdonia, Paul
and Renate went to see Beaumaris Castle, Ann and I went cycling,
I’m not sure what Wally and Jim did but Joyce would have done
some knitting, I’m sure. Some of us dined out at the local Thai place
and most repaired to the bar for a nightcap.
Some of the forecasts suggested that there might be less wind in the
morning so we decided to make a decision as early as possible next
morning to try to catch the tide up the creek to Four Mile Bridge. At
8am there seemed to be very little wind on the campsite and the sea
looked virtually devoid of white bits so we went for it. From the
campsite direct access to Rhoscolyn beach is initially by trolleying
one’s canoe down a gravel track and through a couple of gates but
then a kissing gate and a short section of very narrow footpath have to
be negotiated.
Teamwork was the order of the day and, after some minutes of
exertion, we were soon all rigging and launching from the sandy
beach. Wind conditions were fairly benign, particularly within the
sheltered bay, perhaps Fl or 2 SW. Eventually all four boats (all
crewed by his-and-her partnerships, it is interesting to note) reached
the mouth of the bay where we met not only Jim and Wally round
from Silver Bay but also a fairly boisterous and confused swell, left
over from the recent winds.
A bouncy run along the rocky shoreline and past a few skerries
took us to the entrance to the creek where I was disappointed to find
the tide already running out against us. Had we missed our chance to
get up to the bridge and a spot of brunch? The wind, although light,
was sufficient to drive us up against the ebb. Soon we found the
adverse current had eased, leaving us the pleasant task of coaxing the
canoes up the channel which is in places narrow, in others wide and
often meandering. I could hardly believe it when, after about an hour
of playing touch-and-go, we landed on smelly mud next to the
bridge. Ann decided that a Torvill and Dean impersonation was the
best way to stretch her limbs after being confined in the boat for a
couple of hours but I failed to catch her following her triple salko. It
was a good excuse to sponge down her trousers while she was still
wearing them. Naturally, a celebratory snack at the café was taken
but, back at her caravan, Joyce’s knitting had to be disturbed so that
James and Emma could fetch their vehicle and get on their long way
back to the West Country. Thanks again to Joyce’s Taxis for such
great service.
The tide was ebbing fast by then so we set off back down the
narrowing creek and, apart from a few brief get-out-and-walk
moments for some of us, we had an easy return to the open sea. The
swell was dying away so Ali, John, Ann and I decided to complete the
return trip back to Rhoscolyn. Considering the dodgy forecast we all
thought we had had a good weekend, even and especially James, who
has since spoken to me with a view to having a Cornish get together,
maybe in the autumn.
The different campsite itself is good but beach access is awkward. If
we are to have another coastal weekend next year I would appreciate
hearing from people about what they would like and where.

Keith Morris

Touring
Scottish Expedition
Well, we did it, although you will remember our slogan, ‘Sail
when you can, paddle when you must’, and we had a lot of must and
not much can!
In the end, the happy band was elevenfold, Jan Poskitt, Jeff and
Ellen Broome, Malcolm and Sue Cox, Keith and Ann Morris, Stuart
Sutherland, myself and, on Saturday, John and Janet Eyles. Thanks to
all for making the long journey north for what was a bit of an
experiment. I had deliberately offered the possibility of a tour taking
in both loch at and river, at which Scotland can be good but, in this
case, with an easy river and a conveniently situated campsite. A
couple of factors with which I hadn’t completely reckoned were very
low water (obvious, really, in a hot summer) and the midges.
However, we had super weather.
Balquhidder is a glen between Loch Earn and the Teith valley at
Callander in Stirlingshire, not too much of a drive from the M9 at
Stirling. It found fame as an area frequented by Rob Roy and his
grave is in Balquhidder village graveyard. A tiny river enters Loch
Doine at the head of the glen, a 200m stretch of river gives access to
Loch Voil which is 4 miles long then the River Balvaig winds
interminably out of the glen some six miles to Strathyre village and
then Loch Lubnaig. The campsite is just after the village.
I was up at the Immervoulin campsite near to Strathyre on the
Thursday night and had the luxury of a day off, which I rarely get,
and actually snoozed at midday in the heat after a visit to Maggie’s
tea room (great food and coffee). Our colleagues arrived during the
afternoon and the Morrises in the evening. The Friday had been both
hot and breezy so I had great hopes for the Saturday.
However, the day dawned misty with almost no wind. We left the
campsite at 9.04am (all the rest of you please note) in order to get
parked for offloading at the bottom of Loch Voil, our strategy being
to sail up the loch and back down again. This would avoid probable
parking problems higher up the glen. After a start under the river
bridge and a 200m haul up the river to the loch, I was the only
person to put up sail, followed by Jan, no wind but the sun came out
about halfway up the loch. Then a white van with a red canoe on
top was spotted at the side, the Eyles! They had arrived the night
before but not known about our campsite’s being locked at
10.00pm. I had some misgivings about John’s parking in a passing
place on the road (a special Scottish obsession) and, just after starting
off from the spot, a local arrived and called him back, asking him to
park elsewhere, which he did. It is for these reasons that organizers
do try to be very comprehensive in their joining instructions.
Anyway, now we were a complete party and it was good to see
them. However, with a long slog up the loch, we were perhaps a
little behind schedule.
Lunchtime was had at the connector river in the sunshine at
1.00pm and then we explored Loch Doine briefly, a swan and a herd
of cows in the marsh at the top. Back to Loch Voil with its brightly
painted summerhouse at the river, a Buddhist contemplation spot for
the larger house down the loch, then a breeze! We had the
frustration of little zephyrs all afternoon, taking us 200 - 300 metres
at the most at any one time, so paddle, paddle. A seaplane landed at
one time, no doubt a visitor from Loch Lomond.
A break was really needed and we stopped back at Balquhidder
village where Keith, in true commodore fashion, had noticed a
teashop, of course an OCSG tradition. Whilst downing sticky cakes I
did notice the time and got the group out again at 4.45, knowing the
river was still ahead.
The river was very low with little gravel rapids for the first quarter
mile or so and then a winding between high banks with many trees.
The trip did take over two hours and so a very weary group
staggered ashore at the campsite at 7.20. I thought they might all kill
me but all really seemed to have enjoyed the trip! No-one went to
the pub, too tired. We agreed not to rush on the Sunday morning
and we certainly didn’t! We had agreed to paddle down to Loch
Lubnaig, a kilometre or so, to sail and back up again but no wind and
the grey murk as hanging around although it was warm.
In the end, Malcolm and Sue elected to go off cycling for the day,
Jan went home, Keith and Ann went to see friends at Luss campsite
on Loch Lomond, the others had a think and I went back to the
teashop, an organizer’s privilege. I then joined Stuart, Jeff and Ellen
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down at Loch Lubnaig for an attempt to sail but, again, virtually no
wind. The parking places were also very packed.
Well, glad we did it; sorry about the wind and, horror of horrors, people
want to come again! I can certainly sort something else out for next year
and I’m pleased that everybody seemed to have enjoyed the weekend.

Eddie Palmer
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PGL Memorial
Over 100 canoeists and friends of PGL gathered in Ross on Wye on
20th August to remember Peter Gordon Lawrence, the company’s
founder, who died a year earlier.
Staff and friends past and present took part in the memorial event where
the guests of honour were Peter’s widow, Lucile, and his sister, Jennifer.
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Sean Morley photographs

Sean Morley in the Black Belt Sea Kakaying Festival at the Bitches.

Cumbria. Nevertheless, a motley collection of OCSG members and
visitors enjoyed a sociable weekend of messing about in boats.
A total of sixteen people sailed, drifted or paddled to the visitor
centre at Brockholes for lunch on Saturday. We were joined by three
of Jan’s friends who were interested in canoe sailing. The muted,
autumn colours of the landscape were brightened by Dave Thorn’s
new autumn gold sails. Oliver Poskitt made excellent progress in a
trimaran with no visible means of propulsion until the small black tiller
of an electric motor was seen. These silent, environmentally friendly
motors are becoming more common in the group and seem to have a
part to play in terms of improving safety and comfort in some
situations. The downside to them is the weight of the battery and the
unreliable duration of the charge.
Sue Brighouse paddled in her new Pack, a 10 foot long, Old Town,
open canoe that is incredibly light and seems to perform well. John
Shuttleworth sailed his outrigger boat but was muttering about
bonfires and new plans. Jeff and Ellen Broome sailed together in Njuzu
while Paul and Renate sailed their individual boats. As the afternoon
progressed, a light breeze blew up, affording some sailing before the
flotilla returned to the beach.

Staff and friends taking part in the PGL Memorial Tour on the Wye.
Many participated in the canoe trip from Hole in the Wall to Ross,
which was part of the original holiday route Peter first used in the
1950s. Amongst them was GB under 23 canoeist Andrew Hadfield
from Workshop, who returned to PGL nine years after his first
experience of canoeing on a PGL activity break with his primary
school.
Afterwards there were reminiscences galore, the announcement that
donations had raised £2,500 to help children from families on income
support to enjoy PGL adventures in the future and a toast to Peter
Gordon Lawrence, whose vision in 1957 of ‘fun and adventure in a
framework of safety’ has become a reality for millions of children.

Pamela Knight

Last Chance
The weather at this time can be a bit dodgy for camping and
sailing... Well, the campsite was somewhat waterlogged and, apart
from a brief appearance on Saturday afternoon, the wind decided it
was causing enough havoc elsewhere in the world not to bother with

Jan had kindly booked a table for us at the Outgate Inn and we
enjoyed an excellent meal before turning in for a very wet night’s
camping. It should be noted that our chairman was last out of his
sleeping bag the following morning.
As Sunday brought no more wind, we paddled to Ambleside with
the inevitable visit to a coffee shop. Dave Stubbs had joined the group
and plans were discussed for Peter & Penny’s new Polynesian style
outrigger canoe to be made by Solway Dory. The tyranny of choice
was evident when making decisions, what wood to use, what rig, what
type of sailcloth, aluminium versus wooden masts, buoyancy of the
ama (outrigger float) etc.
The paddle back was uneventful and, although the lack of wind was
disappointing, calm water does give us the opportunity to appreciate
the surroundings. We saw a kingfisher and a roe deer on the shore and
the fells were wreathed in layers of mist. This meet always seems to
provide a pleasant, relaxed way to end the season and an opportunity
to discuss plans for the next year.

Penny Oakley
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In the beginning

The story of the Ark related in Genesis is right in
general but wrong in detail.
Did umiaks make repeated voyages over
thousands of years? Expanding on the author’s
article in our June issue.
Divide the Ark’s dimensions and Noah’s age by ten. The Ark is
then 45 ft long, 7 ft 6 ins beam and 4 ft 6 ins deep, a large canoe or
umiak. Noah becomes a possible 60. The claim that the Bible is
absolute truth is weakened by 15 words in Job 19:23. ‘Oh that my
words were now written! Oh that they were printed in a book!’ (King James
Authorized Version) How did a pre Christian scribe know about
printing? The Bible was amended many times since the first written
words appeared and they were not English. Translations alter
meaning.
A retired academic of the Mormon Church of Latter Day Saints
replied to my enquiry. The Book of Mormon has a record of a long
ocean voyage. I didn’t wish to become a member of that church or
any other. They are mutually exclusive. Catholic: ‘Do it our way, pay
us or burn in Hell for eternity!’ Yeah, right.
The National Maritime Museum at Greenwich in England
published Building the Wooden Fighting Ship, ISBN 0 09 151250 6. In it
are details of eighteenth century warships in England. These were the
last of the all timber ships which went to war. In the nineteenth
century iron had replaced many timber elements in the structure.
Until that time the longest wooden ships did not exceed 200 feet
length overall. A longer ship subjected to hogging and sagging strains
would break. The idea of the Ark, 450 feet LOA sailing unbroken for
150 days in heavy rainfall which implies powerful winds raising huge
seas defeats reason.
The Royal George was a warship launched 18/02/1756. It carried a
hundred guns and was then the largest all timber warship, length
overall 200 feet, 2,000 tons. Frames rotted and it sank catastrophically
at Spithead on 19/08/1792, 1,400 dead (National Maritime Museum).

Wall to wall carp it
Building the Ark sparked off another piece
from Darrald Jones, who was 16 when I took
him and a group down a river near
Wolverhampton and later handed him a Cert
of Basic Competence. He found that
encouraging and made a life for himself in the
RAF, running the RAF Mountain Centre at
Tywyn (I think) on the Conwy. Now he
works for some big firm as a managerial
advisor. He seems to have time to send stuff
like the following:
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The Ark as described in the King James Authorized Version of the
Bible, 1611, was 300 cubits long, 50 cubits beam and 30 cubits depth.
A cubit is the length of an adult man’s forearm from elbow to finger
tips, near enough 18 inches. The beam to length ratio is 1 to 6 which
is usual among large Canadian canoes. The Ark was 450 feet length
overall, 75 feet beam and 45 feet deep.
Look up gopher wood on the web. It is a cupressus, rot resistant,
tending to splinter. The tallest trees are found in Australia, around 100
feet tall and 2 feet in diameter. The Wooden Fighting Ships shows that
the assembled keel timbers of a 74 gun battle wagon were 8 feet deep
and 3 feet wide. A beam of gopher wood would be at best 50 feet
long and, when trimmed from a diameter of 2 feet, would produce a
keel piece about sixteen inches square, 89 cubic feet.
My maths are rusty but bending stress and strain increase as the
square of the increase in length. A keel suitable for at least 400 feet
length would need, at a rough estimate, 400 feet x 8 feet 2 for depth
and 32 for width. 400 x 64 x 9 = 230,400 cubic feet of gopher wood.
2,590 pieces of gopher wood alone would be needed to make the keel
assembly of the Ark. The top of the keel would tower above the deck.
Many web sites in which reference is made to gopher wood are
issued by religious bodies. They seem especially sensitive to any
questioning of the origin or description of gopher wood as used in the
Ark.
A rectangular prism is a form described by length, breadth and
height. All ship hulls can be imagined to fit inside their rectangular
prism. The prismatic co-efficient of a hull is the relation between the
volume of the hull and the volume of the rectangular prism which
precisely surrounds it. A PC of 1 describes a rectangular prism. A

One day God calls down to Noah and says
‘Noah, me old china, I want you to make me
a new Ark.’
Noah replies ‘No probs, God, me old
Supreme Being. Anything you want; after all,
you’re the Guv.’
But God interrupts. ‘Ah, but there’s a
catch; this time, Noah, I don’t want just a
couple of decks. I want 20 decks one on top
of the other.’
‘20 decks!’ screams Noah ‘Well, OK, Big
Man, whatever you say. Should I fill it up
with all the animals just like last time?’
‘Yep, that’s right, well, sort of right. This
time I want you to fill it up with fish,’ God
answers.
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‘Fish?’ queries Noah.
‘Yep, fish. Well, to make it more specific,
Noah, I want carp, wall to wall, floor to ceiling,
carp!’
Noah looks to the skies. ‘OK, God, my Old
Mucker, let me get this right; you want a New
Ark?’
‘Check.’
‘With 20 decks, one on top of the other?’
‘Check.’
‘And you want it full of carp?’
‘Check.’
‘Why?’ asks the perplexed Noah, who was
slowly but surely getting to the end of his tether.
‘Dunno,’ says God.
‘I just fancied a multi storey carp Ark.

competition K1 kayak has a PC of less than 0.5. A barge approaches a
rectangular prism and its PC may be 0.9.
The Ark was a load carrier, a barge of sorts. Because technology
then to bend timber (inclined to splinter) into a curve was limited it
would have been nearer to a raft or scow than a shapely hull. Assume
it was a scow with PC 0.95. Its volume was 1,442,812 cubic feet (450
x 75 x 45 x 0.95).
The Royal George, lacking iron frames and fastenings (as did the Ark),
was subject to hogging and sagging strains. All ships are and the longer
a ship is the greater the strain that waves apply. Given timber
technology it was about the maximum seaworthy length that could be
built in the eighteenth century.
When objects are scaled up, linear dimensions doubled produce a
volume which is cubed. To make a rough comparison between the
Royal George and the Ark by increasing LOA from 200 feet to 450 feet,
the linear increase is 2.25. 2.25 cubed is 11.4 nearly. The weight of the
Royal George was 2,000 tons so, using the multiplier 11.4, the Ark
weighed 22,800 tons (volume being related roughly to weight).
The way that waves are formed is the same now as ever so hogging
and sagging strains affecting the Royal George are greatly multiplied for
the Ark. The inundation produced by the Biblical flood must have
been calm for forty days and nights or the Ark would have broken up.
Sky TV had a programme, Stone Age Columbus. Research into the
mitochondrial DNA of people in North America and in Europe shows
that of five markers found in native North Americans, one is of
European origin dated 18,000 years ago. Was there an ocean link
across the North Atlantic along the edge of the icecap covering
Greenland, Iceland, Faroes and Scotland? The ocean abounds in food
in such places. The programme showed a trio of umiaks being paddled
along the edge of ice.
Received wisdom states that Britain was populated from the east,
from mainland Europe. Travellers crossed the Channel which could
then have been a land bridge or they used canoes. Some journeyed
over great stretches of lush lands and went a thousand miles north to
Orkney. They crossed the Pentland Firth, a wild tidal stretch. Having
found Orkney, same latitude as Skagway, now barren of trees with
thin soil over solid rock, they settled there and farmed it. There is no
earlier evidence of farming anywhere in Britain 5,000 years ago. Why
didn’t they farm the Midlands or the south when they passed that way?
(If one accepts received wisdom.)
They practiced sky burial. Bodies were left out for the birds to strip
the flesh. The bones were put in pots, maybe several sets in one pot.
The pot was buried. The Plains Indians of North America had a similar
system. Did Inuit in umiaks come from the west and make Orkney
their way station for settling the west coast of Europe? Short dark
people of sturdy build are typical of Portugal, the Mediterranean and
the North American native people. A Scot, his roots deep in Gaeldom,
comments that there is evidence that the Gaelic seafarers and the Arabs
traded thousands of years BC. The Scots were originally a western Irish
tribe the Romans called the Scotiae. They emigrated from Ireland and
settled in what is now Scotland. They displaced the Picts, short dark
sturdy people.
Madoc (Welsh leader) founded a tribe of Welsh native Americans in
AD 1200. They became the Mandau in the far west of America.
Madoc is said to have landed on the shores of Mobile Bay in 1170. He
left 120 colonists. He returned to Wales and fitted out ten ships filled
with men and women. They passed from view. In 1669 Rev Morgan
Jones in Carolina found the Tuscaroran tribe called Doeg. They were
pale complexioned with blue eyes, speaking Welsh. (Sources, Robert
Southey’s poem Madoc, 1805. Other papers, Ancient Celtic Akadian
Coptic Alphabet.)
Irish mythology refers to Hy Brasil. Angelino Dulcent discovered a
chart dated 1325. It shows a round island
with a strait through the middle, 100
miles west of Ireland. Hy Brasil = Island
of the Blest. The island was shown on
charts and was not removed finally until
1873. St Brendan the Navigator (484 AD
– 577 AD) voyaged to the north of
Britain, the Faroes, Iceland continuing
westward. He returned and went south
to Portugal. In 1976 Tim Severin
replicated the voyage to America in the
leather covered Dingle fashion curragh
St Brendan. He voyaged east to west
which H E Morison said was not
possible.

James Hornell (1937 Mariner’s Mirror) wrote about the curraghs of
Ireland. These papers are available from the National Maritime
Museum in Greenwich, London. Hornell examines the origins of Irish
mythology and the great voyages the curraghs made.
In 1969 I went with my family to Inishere, one of the Aran group in
Galway Bay. In that fortnight Michie Conneelly and I built a three man
Aran curragh or canoa. I asked how long it would take to build an Aran
curragh? Michie said that two skilled men in a hurry with the materials
to hand could do it in two days. The curragh is rowed by three or
sailed. St Caoman (Kevaughan) was 19 feet long, 4 feet beam, 2 feet
deep. It had 19 stringers and 29 bent ash frames. It was covered in
calico, soaked in pitch. It weighed 200 pounds. The cover of H C
Petersen’s book Skinboats of Greenland shows a umiak at sea. It resembles
the Irish curragh.
Samuel Eliot Morison, born 1887, at Harvard since 1915, wrote The
European Discovery of America, The Southern Voyages, The Northern
Voyages, 2 vols, OUP, 1971 and The Oxford History of the American
People, OUP, 1965. Morison states ‘History is the story of mankind;
but when we try to tell the story of man in America from the
beginning, the lack of data quickly brings us to a halt. There are plenty
of surviving objects which ante-date the coming of Europeans, but no
written records.’ Mr Morison asserts that none can prove the presence
of anything for lack of written records so how come he can prove the
absence? He lacked access to DNA science in his time or written
records from 18,000 years ago. He asserts that ‘Ancient sea craft were
not adequate for an Atlantic crossing both ways’ and ‘I confess I am
rather tired of “blown across the Atlantic” hypotheses. How could a
boat have returned using a square sail?’ (St Brendan and, 1,500 years
later, Tim Severin did it.)
In 1965 I met Dr Drever who took students to Igdlorssuit on
Ubekend Ejlandt near Upernavik, west Greenland. That is where the
typical sea going kayak of today originated (eg the Nordkapp). Dr
Drever loaned me Meddelelser om Groenland in two parts, published 1928
by the Danish Geographical Survey. One book relates the social life of
the Inuit and the Danes in Greenland. The story teller is highly valued.
Travellers were made very welcome for news of other remote groups.
F Spencer Chapman’s book Watkins’ Last Expedition tells of the
welcome they received in 1932 in east Greenland. A story teller might
keep going for 30 hours. The temptation is to embroider the history of
past events, especially those that needed resolve and ability. He had
hours to fill. Shakespeare, in Henry Fifth, Act 4 Sc 3, ‘Old men forget; yet
all shall be forgot, but he’ll remember, with advantages, the deeds he did that
day.’ In short, the earliest stories in the Bible were handed down, word
of mouth, with accumulating advantages.
The Ark grounded on Ararat after 150 days at sea. In 1966 Ridgeway
and Blyth rowed from Cape Cod to Aran in 92 days. Amyr Klink, in
his book Cem Dias Entre Ceu e Mar (ISBN 85 03 00036 9), describes
how he rowed solo across the South Atlantic from Namibia to Bahia in
100 days. Those journeys in small boats are as survivable now as they
were 18,000 years ago.

Alan Byde
Walking the dog
I may have told you of this old canoe
(1930s?) which I have been restoring. It has the
number TCF 7670 impressed inside of the
bow. I tried the website which deals with these
matters and maybe it was built by a French
Canadian firm. Oak strakes on oak ribs with a
little cedar trim. I built a trolley and can now
move it to the near by marina, 3 minutes walk;
we launched it. My single blade skills returned.
It is a bit of a barge, should be sailed.
It leaked rapidly as it has been under cover
for months and the wood is dry. It needs to be sunk for a fortnight to
allow the leaks to take up. You know how taking a dog for a walk
allows social interaction with others of like mind? Same with canoes,
especially old ones. Classic Boat no 45, March 1992, p33 - 35, has an
item on a similar canoe. Locally there is a hulk being restored, the
Edwin Fox; it carried immigrants to NZ in the late 19th C then was a
refrigerated hulk for the meat trade in the early 20th C. It is secured
now in a dry dock in this town and is a visitor attraction. The chap
who manages it introduced himself one day when the canoe was out
on trestles in the hot sun soaking in varnish. I think he will find a place
to sink my canoe so that it can float again. There is such a place near
to the Edwin Fox.
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The true cost of
Olympic medals
Government policy of late has been to throw
money at the top ends of Olympic disciplines
in the fashion of the former Communist
countries but not to bother too much about
everyone else. This might been expected to
damage the other disciplines but buy Olympic
medals. Have these expectations been met as
the number of paid sprint and slalom coaches
and managers rises exponentially?
This study of results since Canoeist was
launched shows some interesting trends. I have
shown the medals won at each world
championships or nearest world standard event
(Olympic Games where the background is
blue) or the highest individual place if no
medals were won. I have not been able to
attend all of the events and some results have
not been made available to me so there are
some gaps. For example, I have not included
the kayak surfing gold for this year as I do not
have the full results. Regardless, do not pay too
much attention to any one year’s results but

Sprint
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

Junior sprint

look at the longterm trends. With poorly
funded disciplines there will be many less
British entrants when the venue is far away
than when it is on the doorstep. Only compare
results within columns, not between columns.
There are many more medals to be won at a
sprint than at a polo world championships, for
example.

Sprint
There was a marked change in our fortunes
from 1995 when 10km races, in which we did
well, were replaced with 200m events, in
which we do not. We have twice produced an
Olympic bronze this millennium but other
results are well down. We have a young team,
which is another way of saying we cannot hold
onto our more senior racers who are getting
out. As everything is geared up for those at the
top it is not surprising that the rest find
themselves sidelined and the same goes for
unpaid club coaches. National regattas recently
have not had any Division A paddlers except in
men’s kayaks.
Because Olympic Games have a shorter
programme than world championships, the

Slalom

Slalom team Junior slalom Junior slalom
team

latter have more medals for the taking but,
clearly, these are not coming our way. Would
our results be worse without the expenditure?

Slalom
Much the same applies to slalom, marginally
better Olympic results but a marked decline in
the world championships results, declining
results in team events and, until this year,
declining numbers at club level from paddlers
who do not see themselves as the few
intending to fight their way to the top of the
world.

Marathon
Early results here are from World Cups
marathons which were later to change their
names to world championships. This is the
most obvious collapse, to the extent that
juniors accounted for all British medals in
2000. It is now rare for British men to make
the top 10. Racers with significant skills have
been poached into sprint. The masters are a
completely different story, no Olympic
influence, no funding and British medals
copious across the age spectrum.

Marathon

Junior
marathon

Masters
marathon

WWR
11th

5th
12th

9th

5th
6th
8th
5th
6th

9th
4th

5th

11th
5th

7th
7th
4th

6th
4th

5th
12th

6th
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9th

6th
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16th
6th
5th

16th
16th

Wild water racing

Sailing

Dragon boat racing

Wild water racing has always been the
poor relation of slalom with minimal
support. Results have been on a steady
slide since 1991. Doubling up of medals for
sprint and classic races is academic for those
who cannot get near the top 10, even if it
is a gift for the top juniors. However,
sound work has been done in promoting
junior strength in depth. If this continues
and sprint does not poach quality racers we
should start to see an improvement in
British fortunes over coming seasons.

Results have gone in surges, the Swedes
and Americans each having had successful
years when they have exploited new
developments, as the British have done with
the ACs this year. The British team have
done well with minimal official support, even
for running this year’s world championships.
This year’s crop of medals is partly because of
the introduction of ACs, largely developed in
Britain, doubling the possible medal take to
6.

Predatorial behaviour by the ICF is
continuing to add extra difficulties for the
IDBF but the unfunded British team have
grown to be a world force, activity now on a
plateau.

Freestyle

Probably the most successful discipline is
polo. Until the recent introduction of juniors
it was only possible to take 2 medals, which
the British players did more often than not,
usually including a gold.

Freestyle has minimal support but does
not conflict with Olympic interests,
meaning it is free to do its own thing, with
significant success. The biggest question is
the extent to which it can keep moving
forward and there are signs that it is
starting to run out of new ideas. The
length of time for which the leading
manufacturers find it cost effective to fund
the top Americans to live as professionals
will also have a bearing.

WWR team

Junior WWR Junior WWR
team

Polo

Surfing
Both kayak and wave ski surfing suffer
from lack of funding. When world
championships are near to home there is a
large entry and plenty of medals while few
people are able to contest those further away.

Freestyle Junior freestyle

Sailing

Polo

Quadrathlon
The BQA are also unfunded. Top level
results were best in the early 1990s when
Ibiza world championships were easy to
reach and provided scope for a holiday at the
same time for what are often older
participants than in most other disciplines.
With championships over different distances
in countries such as the Czech Republic
there has been a trend for only the diehards
to make the effort yet support for domestic
races goes from strength to strength. It is the
antithesis of Olympic canoeing, providing
what the masses want in the way of racing
and not worrying unduly about the
extremists. As a result, quadrathlon is
growing as fast as Olympic canoeing is
declining. Who has got it right, do you
think?

Kayak surfing

Waveski
surfing

Dragon boat Quadrathlon
racing

4th
14th

4th

16th

4th

4th

CANOEIST January 2006

53

World Kayak Championships
I have returned as world champion after beating 64 of the world’s
top surf kayakers in Costa Rica.
I had it all to prove, defending my number 2 position from 2 years
ago at the last world championships in Ireland. The world’s top
paddlers gathered in Jaco, Costa Rica, and a consistent 3 - 5 ft surf in
waters of 28 degrees saw inspiring performances from all. With a
number of innovative water sequences including manœuvres never
seen before in such a top level competition, I impressed the judges
who awarded me the number 1 slot in the world. The world title
brings yet another successful score for me following this year’s

kayaking victories at the Portuguese nationals, the British
championships, the Santa Cruz USA Open and a 2nd placing in the
European championships in Mundaka.
I’m obviously really stoked to have won the world title. It was a
great contest with everyone putting on an impressive show. The
victory has certainly boosted my confidence and my forthcoming trip
to the States will be a good wind down to an awesome year.
I would like to thank the Glendorgal Health Club for their ongoing
support. Although I am the number one surf kayaker in the world, I
currently have no sponsorship funding for my sport and would like to
make companies aware of the opportunity to gain global brand
exposure in this fast growing sport.

Darren Bason

New world champion Darren Bason in Costa Rica.

P Blenkinsop photographs

Surfing

Bason takes Hammond’s title
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Bason retains both titles
British Kayak Championships
The British surf champions of 2005 have been decided. Darren
Bason, defending 2004 International and Open champion won the
men’s categories again this year. The top surf paddlers from Northern
Ireland, Wales, England and the Channel Islands all met at the British
surf kayak championships, held over the weekend of 24th and 25th
September 2005 to decide the British champions.
The British championships is the last event on the home surf
calendar and an event that brings together the top British paddlers. No
novices are allowed to compete; competitors have to have achieved a
place in the top 50% of a previous competition twice or in the top
25% at least once. Conditions were excellent on the Saturday at
Woolacombe, Devon, with good offshore 3 to 4 foot waves.
All the finals except for the women’s final were held on the Sunday,
when the competition moved to Putsborough, which gave excellent
shelter from the strong southwesterly winds.
The junior final showed that the standard of junior surfing has
improved greatly as all the juniors had benefited from Simon
Hammond and Andy Hambley’s coaching earlier in the season. Sam
Davenport won the final in excellent style, showing some good wave
selection with very crisp cutbacks to stay in the pocket.
The masters category was won by John Trelease from Cornwall
who had doubled up by competing in the British Wave Ski
Association competitions as well as surf kayak for this season.
The women’s category was won by Alison Taylor who is organizing
a women’s development day soon.
In the men’s category it was left to Darren Bason to clean up by
winning the remaining two classes with some fast high scoring waves,
pulling out all the stops to make the sections. Chris Harvey pulled an
aerial in the Open final but just couldn’t get the length of ride he
needed to beat Darren.
Organizer Andrew Hawker comments ‘This was a wonderfully
competitive competition, held in good spirit throughout, with good
conditions for kayakers to prove themselves. There were many other

surfers on the water, which at times inhibited some of the rides, but it
was a great performance and result for Darren Bason!’

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

The junior finalists.
British Kayak Championships
W: 1 A Taylor. 2 T Bigwood. J: 1 S Davenport. 2 P Watson. 3 S Hawker.
I: 1 D Bason. 2 J Hawker. 3 D Jaggs. O: 1 D Bason. 2 C Harvey. 3 D Jaggs. Mas: 1 J Trelease.
2 G Adcock. 3 B Jaggs.

Wave ski world titles
The wave ski world titles will be held in Durban over the first eight
days of July. They will be the final event of a World Series in South
Africa with competitions in June at Cape Town on 18/19th, Jeffries
Bay on 22nd - 24th and Port Alfred on 26 - 28th.

Aberaeron contests
A number of kayak surfing contests are to be run over the coming
months, namely Feb 4/5th, ditto for March and April 1st/2nd. The
first of these will have a slide show in the evening, the day’s event
finishing in time for the Waves v England rugby match for those who
would like some restful viewing. Competition entry is free for women
and juniors, £5 for men. Call 07919 161107. There are also Sunday
coaching sessions to be run on Feb 19th, Mar 12th, Apr 9th and May
14th. [01639 779733]

Mostly the masters finalists at Woolacombe.

Woolacombe Waveski Contest
O: 1 K Davies. 2 M Trise. 3 G Harrison. S: 1 M Trise. 2 T Dymond. 3 M Glasson.
Mas/V: 1 K Davies. 2 J Trelease. 3 D Newnham.
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BCU photographs

Spot the difference. The international and open finalists at the British Surf Kayak Championships at Woolacombe.

Marathon

The British juniors racing in Perth.

Hemmings back in gold position
World Championships
Great Britain’s Anna Hemmings stormed to victory at the marathon
world championships in Perth, Australia. This is Anna’s fourth world
championship title in the senior women’s K1 and she demonstrated her
outstanding ability, winning by nearly a whole minute ahead of
Hungary’s Vivien Follath over a distance of 28.8km.
Hemmings, quadruple world champion from London, has made
heroic progress after bravely overcoming chronic fatigue syndrome.
The achievement is a true reflection of the Elmbridge based athlete’s
hard work and determination.
Hemmings comments ‘It’s difficult to describe; it means more than I
can put in words. I’m totally over the moon. It was really tough. The
Hungarian girl was paddling a fast pace for the whole race. The last
6km was really tough but worth it.’
We congratulate Anna on her exceptional success and comeback
into the limelight of international sport.
There was also success in other categories. In the junior K2 category
Andy Daniels and Allen Spencer raced to win the silver medal; they
were just one second behind the winning time. Daniels and Spencer
were surrounded by Spanish crews who worked together but they
were head strong and raced intelligently. It has been a successful year
for this promising duo who won a silver medal at the marathon World
Cup event in Crestuma.
In the senior men’s K2 Paul Wycherley and Ben Farrell came in 9th
position. The duo were in 3rd position after the first lap but dropped
back after problems with a failure with their water pump system,
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ending up with lots of water in their boat. The pair did extremely well
to continue and come in 9th. Paul Prestwood and Paul Slater followed
shortly after in 12th place. Prestwood and Slater were a little
disappointed to end in 12th position as this was their last race but it
was still a solid performance.
Louisa Sawers achieved 6th place in the junior K1 category. This is a
huge feat for Louisa, who also took 9th place in the WK1 1,000m
junior world championships in August this year, which was her first
major international final.
The senior men’s K1 category was dominated by the Spanish; GB’s
Steven Baker came a credible 11th, followed by Ben Brown in 17th
position.
In the senior women’s K2 category Jo Bates and Nicky Taylor came
in 13th position.
World Class performance director John Anderson is pleased with the
performances of the team ‘There has been some great racing this
weekend; it is certainly a good end to the season. Some of the athletes
are now taking a well earned break in Australia before recommencing
training.’
With so much potential in the Great British team, the event will be
a good conclusion to a solid season of racing.

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
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Hemmings back in gold spot

European Championships
Former double world champion Anna Hemmings took gold in the
women’s K1 class at the canoe marathon European championships in
the Czech Republic.
Hemmings, returning to marathon after an absence of two years,
opened up a lead with 2,000 metres to go. However, in one of the
tightest finishes ever, the rest of the field gave chase and she found
herself fighting off four other paddlers in a photo finish for the medals.
She held on, winning in a time of 2 hours 18 minutes and 19.7
seconds, just 6 tenths ahead of rival Beatriz Gomez of Portugal.
Despite a gruelling 28.8 kilometres, only two seconds separated the
first five paddlers.
Team manager Jim Rossiter commented ‘Overall we had a pretty
good weekend but obviously there was one star performer in Anna.
It’s great to have her back paddling at the top of the sport and it bodes
well for the canoe marathon world championships in Australia later
this year.’

Chris Simon

Andy
Daniels runs a
portage in Perth.
K1WJ: 1 S Cicali, Italia, 1:43:23. 2 T Csipes, Magyarország, 1:46:45. 3 J Egan, Eire, 1:46:46.
6 L Sawers, GB, 1:47:09. K1W: 1 A Hemmings, GB, 2:16:20. 2 V Follath, Magyarország,
2:17:14. 3 B Przybylska, Polska, 2:17:42. K1MJ: 1 D Cosgaya Noriega, España, 1:33:37.
2 J Nachon Areces, España, 1:33:42. 3 D Smith, Australia, 1:33:51. 11 A Daniels, GB, 1:38:28.
K1M: 1 M Busto Fernandez, España, 2:34:37. 2 E Merchan Alonso, España, 2:34:40.
3 B Fouhy, NZ, 2:35:54. 11 S Baker, GB, 2:42:14. 17 B Brown, GB, 2:43:57.
K2W: 1 Csay/Szonda, Magyarország, 2:09:38. 2 Kamstra/Lombrad, S Africa, 2:09:39. 3
Barfod/Lolk, Danmark, 2:09:43. 13 Bates/Naylor, GB, 2:22:34. K2MJ: 1 Cubelos Sanchez/Peces
Garcia, España, 1:26:56. 2 Daniels/Spencer, GB, 1:26:57. 3 Estevas Da Costa/Nachon Araces,
España, 1:27:00. K2M: 1 Aizpurua Aranzadi/Busto Fernandez, España, 2:24:43.
2 Szakaly/Szigeti, Magyarország, 2:24:44. 3 Alonso Gonzalez/Guerrero/Arroyo, España, 2:28:08.
9 Farrell/Wycherley, GB, 2:29:33. 12 Prestwood/Slater, GB, 2:34:59.

Daniels/Spencer take junior bronze
Crestuma World Cup
The GB marathon canoeing team celebrated further success in the
junior men’s doubles kayak class when Andy Daniels and Allen
Spencer claimed a bronze medal.
Another notable performance came in the senior men’s K2 with
Paul Slater and Paul Prestwood claiming a 4th place. In the men’s
singles kayak class Steve Baker finished a creditable 12th, just three and
a half minutes behind the race winner.
Commenting on the success, team manager Jim Rossiter said ‘This is
another good result for British canoeing. Allen and Andy paddled well
and thoroughly deserve their bronze medals. Combined with 4th place
in the men’s doubles class, this shows how much strength in depth we
have in canoeing in this country.’
Viewed as a performance indicator and selection event for the world
championships, the World Cup is one of the most significant of the
calendar, attracting some of the best and most prestigious paddlers in
the world.

Chris Simon
O/A: 1 España, 115. 2 Portugal, 104. 3 Deutschland, 66. 4 GB 61.

Anna
Melton

The winning RAC Auto Windscreens team.

Extending the team
What do you get up to when you have not got to prepare for the
Devizes to Westminster Race? Congratulations to triple winners Mick
O’Meara and Jim Morrisey and respective wives Una and Sara on the
extensions to their families.

CANOEIST January 2006

57

Anna Melton

New Windscreen record time
Endeavour Challenge
UK youth projects to share in charity canoe race proceeds
Youth projects throughout the UK are set to benefit from an epic
canoe race that raised more than £8,000.
Teams from throughout the UK competed in this year’s Endeavour
Canoe Challenge, raising £8,516 for Endeavour Training, a national
educational charity based in Chesterfield, Derbyshire.
The race, which is now in its 39th year, involves canoeing in relay 50
miles along the Shropshire Union and the Staffordshire & Worcestershire
Canals, beginning in Market Drayton.
However, it was the Chesterfield based RAC Auto Windscreens team
that emerged as the victors of the gruelling relay race, winning not one
but three trophies, the Class 2 trophy race winners, the Spirit of
Endeavour Award and the Highest Individual Sponsorship Total.
In addition to winning three trophies, the RAC Auto Windscreens
team also broke its record for completing the course by three minutes,
setting a new best time of 8 hours 38 minutes 38 seconds. Training for
the race took place on the Chesterfield Canal.
Commenting on the team’s victory, RAC Auto Windscreens team
captain Roger Kendrick said ‘This was a great achievement for the RAC
Auto Windscreens team and best result we’ve had in the eleven years we
have been competing in the Challenge. Our race did not go without its
drama or two and it was fitting that the team won the Spirit of Endeavour
Award for enthusiasm, team spirit, work rate and coping with adversity.’
Endeavour Training’s chief executive, Les Roberts, said ‘For many of
the teams, some of who have competed each year since 1966, the
exhilaration of finishing the 50 mile course and the team camaraderie
built up throughout the long day makes it a not to be missed, superbly
unique challenge.’
Endeavour Training helps and supports young people experiencing
problem in their lives. It provides challenging problem solving outdoor
projects for the young people, including canoeing, abseiling and rock
climbing, to help raise young people’s self esteem and sense of
achievement. In addition to supporting Chesterfield schools, the charity,
w h i c h
will
be
celebrating
its
50th
birthday
next year,
also helps
many other
y o u t h
projects
throughout
the UK.

Slalom
No top results for Britain

World Championships
The International Canoe Federation abandoned the first day of
competition of the canoe slalom world championships in Australia
without a competitor ever hitting the water when strong winds wiped
out any chance of fair competition.
After overnight rain and a calm morning, the winds suddenly
whipped into the Penrith Whitewater Stadium near Sydney just after
8am, rendering the course all but impossible for competitors as the
various gates hanging over the course were tossed about.
Commenting on the decision taken by the ICF, GB team manager
John MacLeod said ‘It was a good decision and the right one. It means
competitors have an early start tomorrow but it is the same for
everyone. We’ve had a good couple of weeks’ training and getting
used to the facilities and course here at Penrith and we are now just
looking forward to getting qualification under way.’
Scotland and GB paddler Kimberley Walsh finished with a personal
best 6th in the women’s kayak final with fellow GB team member
Laura Blakeman from Stafford finishing 8th.
In the men’s canoe, overnight leader Stuart McIntosh had a
disappointing semi final run, finishing 14th, failing to make the final.
Compatriots Dan Goddard and Dave Florence both moved up the
leader board, finishing in 13th and 15th respectively.
Scotland and GB Olympic silver medallist Campbell Walsh was left
disappointed after he failed to make the men’s kayak final. Walsh, who
had led qualification for the semi final, was one of several big names to
miss out. The final was won by Germany’s Fabian Doerfler.
In the pairs canoe, Nottingham’s Stuart Bowman and Nick Smith
put in two excellent runs to take 7th in the final and consolidate their
position in the world’s top ten boats. The gold was taken by
Germany’s Christian Bahmann & Michael Senft.

Chris Simon
K1W: 1 E Kaliska, Slovakia, 219.86. 2 M Planert, Deutschland, 222.69. 3 P Dickens, France,
229.38. 6 K Walsh, GB, 236.41. 8 L Blakeman, GB, 237.21. 12 H Corrie, GB. K1M: 1 F Doerfler,
Deutschland, 201.35. 2 F Lefevre, France, 204.09. 3 P Cibak, Slovensko, 207.25. 18 C Walsh, GB.
C1: 1 R Bell, Australia, 209.26. 2 T Estanguet, France, 209.47. 3 M Martikan, Slovensko,
210.64. 13 D Goddard, GB. 14 S McIntosh, GB. 15 D Florence, GB. C2: 1 Bahmann/Senft,
Deutschland, 224.40. 2 Kuban/Olejnik, Slovensko, 229.02. 3 Becker/Henze, Deutschland,
230.49. 7 Bowman/Smith, GB, 233.80. 13 Baillie/Stott, GB. K1WT: 1 Ceská, 254.37. 2 GB,
260.57. 3 Österreich, 277.54. K1MT: 1 France, 218.49. 2 Italia, 222.08. 3 Slovenija, 223.45.
11 GB, 240.28. C1T: 1 France, 229.47. 2 Deutschland, 229.90. 3 Ceská, 235.05. 7 GB, 248.69.
World Cup winners: K1W: 1 E Kaliska, Slovensko, 115.0. 2 S Hilgertova, Ceská, 112.0.
3 M Planert, Deutschland, 107.5. 6 L Blakeman, GB, 73.0. 14 K Walsh, GB, 40.0. 19 F Pennie, GB,
34.0. K1M: 1 F Doerfler, Deutschland, 103.0. 2 D Molmenti, Italia, 96.0. 3 D Ford, Canada,
87.0. 6 C Walsh, GB, 73.5. C1: 1 R Bell, Australia, 105.0. 2 J Benzien, Deutschland, 91.0.
3 T Estanguet, France, 87.5. 7 S McIntosh, GB, 63.5. 10 D Florence, GB, 56.0.
C2: 1 Volf/Stepanek, Ceská, 117.5. 2 Becker/Henze, Deutschland, 102.0. 3 Skantar/Skantar,
Slovensko, 95.0. 7 Bowman/Smith, GB, 77.5. 12 Baillie/Stott, GB, 35.0. World ranking list
leaders: K1W: 1 M Planert, Deutschland, 4. 2 S Hilgertova, Ceská, 4. 3 E Kaliska, Slovensko, 8.
9 L Blakeman, GB, 20. 15 F Pennie, GB, 33. 16 K Walsh, GB, 34. K1M: 1 H Oblinger, Österreich,
9. 2 D Molmenti, Italia, 9. 3 P Kauzer, Slovenija, 10. 4 C Walsh, GB, 11. C1: 1 R Bell, Australia, 5.
2 T Estanguet, France, 6. 3 J Benzien, Deutschland, 10. 5 S McIntosh, GB, 12. 11 D Florence, GB,
21. C2: 1 Volf/Stepanek, Ceská, 4. 2 Hochschorner/Hochschorner, Slovensko, 7. 3 Becker/Henze,
Deutschland, 8. 7 Bowman/Smith, GB, 16. 12 Baillie/Stott, GB, 37.

Walsh just outside medals

Athínai World Cup Slalom
Olympic silver medallist Campbell Walsh continued his comeback
from injury when he claimed 4th place in the first canoe slalom World
Cup event in Athens.
Walsh, who was injured whilst on a training camp in Penrith,
Australia, back in March, produced an outstanding second run on
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Sunday to get himself back in contention for medals. Unfortunately, it
wasn’t quite enough and he missed out by just over a second.
There were other notable GB performances in the women’s singles
kayak class and men’s doubles canoe class.
In the women’s K1 Laura Blakeman continues to demonstrate why
she was unlucky to miss out on Olympic selection last year, when she
finished in 6th place. Starting her second run in 4th place she was
unfortunate to pick up a 2 second penalty, moving her down the table
to 6th.
In the men’s C2 Nick Smith and Stuart Bowman built on their 6th
place at the European Championships in June with a 4th place in
Athens. As with Walsh, they produced a fantastic 2nd run that moved
them up from 7th.
Finally, in the C1 neither Stu McIntosh nor David Florence
managed to make the final despite impressing in qualification on Friday
and Saturday.
Commenting on the results, team manager John MacLeod said
‘We’re really pleased with Campbell’s progress and a 4th place here
shows how much he is advancing each week. It bodes well for the
world championships at the end of September.
‘It’s also really encouraging that Nick (Smith) and Stuart (Bowman)
are getting some great results in the C2. They showed some good form
here in Athens, especially on the second run after they let themselves
down a little on the first.
‘We’re also very pleased to see Laura challenging at the top of
women’s kayaking again. She was disappointed after missing out on
the Olympics last year and took some time out to get her mind
focused again. Both she and Fiona are good prospects for the worlds.’

Chris Simon
K1W: 1 S Hilgertova, Ceská, 216.32. 2 J Dukatova, Slovensko, 203.62. 3 M Planert, Deutschland,
205.24. 7 L Blakeman, GB, 213.85. K1M: 1 F Lefevre, France, 178.12. 2 D Molmenti, Italia,
182.16. 3 P Kauzer, Slovenija, 183.10. 4 C Walsh, GB, 184.15. C1: 1 M Wieczorek, Polska,
190.99. 2 R Bell, Australia, 192.68. 3 S Jezek, Ceská, 192.69. C2: 1 Wolf/Stepanek, Ceská,
199.06. 2 Hochschorner/Hochschorner, Slovensko, 205.88. 3 Skantar/Skantar, Slovensko, 206.35.
4 Smith/Bowman, GB, 208.42.

Walsh back in the medals

Augsburg World Cup Slalom
Olympic silver medallist Campbell Walsh is back in the medals after
finishing second in the second World Cup canoe slalom event in
Augsburg, Germany.
Placed 4th after the semi finals, Walsh recorded the fastest time of
the finals on his second run, 93.43 seconds, but it was not quite
enough and he was narrowly beaten by Germany’s Fabien Dorfler by
just over 2 seconds. The silver medal is another notable step on
Walsh’s comeback from serious injury and bodes well for the world
championships.
Commenting on this weekend, team manager John MacLeod said
‘We are very pleased with Campbell’s performance and that of the rest
of the team. He put in a fantastic second run to put Fabien under real
pressure. We are now looking forward to the third and final World
Cup event next weekend where he will hope to go one better.’
In the other events over the weekend Stuart McIntosh put in
another strong performance in the canoe class, finishing 5th, and the
pairing of Nick Smith and Stuart Bowman finished 6th in the doubles
after a very quick second run. GB’s ladies also paddled well with both
Laura Blakeman and Fiona Pennie making the final, finishing 7th and
10th respectively.

Chris Simon
K1W: 1 M Planert, Deutschland, 208.99. 2 J Dukatova, Slovensko, 211.51. 3 P Dickens, France,
219.74. 7 L Blakeman, GB, 222.95. 10 F Pennie, GB, 229.93. K1M: 1 F Doerfler, Deutschland,
188.25. 2 C Walsh, GB, 190.26. 3 B Neveu, France, 191.70. C1: 1 J Benzien, Deutschland,
200.00. 2 J Minicik, Slovensko, 200.86. 3 T Estanguet, France, 201.56. 5 S McIntosh, GB, 209.75.
C2: 1 Becker/Henze, Deutschland, 203.39. 2 Bahmann/Senft, Deutschland, 212.39.
3 Simon/Simon, Deutschland, 213.97. 6 Smith/Bowman, GB, 215.74.

Bronze for Florence

La Seu d’Urgell World Cup Slalom
At the canoe slalom World Cup in Spain David Florence got one
back on team mate Stu McIntosh when he pipped him to the bronze
medal in the men’s single canoe class. Florence was keen to finish the
World Cup series in style and, with a strong second run, finished just
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over a second ahead of his GB team mate. As a result Florence moves
up the ICF world rankings to 14th with McIntosh 4th.
In the men’s singles kayaks, Campbell Walsh could only manage
12th place but, despite this, he remains at the top of the ICF world
rankings, 8 points ahead of David Ford of Canada.
Canoe slalom team manager John MacLeod said ‘We had another
good weekend and, combined with Anna’s win in the marathon, the
prospects for GB canoeing are looking really healthy at the moment.
David and Stuart both paddled exceptionally well and David needed a
PB to claim his medal, one that he thoroughly deserves. Campbell is a
little disappointed but it’s so difficult to get everything right all of the
time. He’s still ranked number 1 in the world at the moment and, like
the rest of us, is really looking forward to the worlds later this year.’

Chris Simon

McIntosh takes bronze

European Championships
Stuart McIntosh claimed a bronze in the men’s singles canoe class
C1 at the slalom European championships in Tacen, Slovenia. Leading
after the first run, he managed to hold onto the bronze medal position
ahead of fellow team member David Florence, who’s second run
moved him up from 8th to 4th place.
The event also marked the comeback to international competition
for Olympic silver medallist Campbell Walsh following his recovery
from a serious arm injury back in March. Walsh finished 5th in the
men’s singles kayak class, 4.3 seconds behind race winner Helmut
Oblinger of Austria. Nottingham’s Huw Swetnam finished in 11th
place, outside the top ten who qualified for the second run in the final.
In the women’s singles kayaks, Scotland’s Fiona Pennie finished in
10th place and in the men’s doubles canoe class Nick Smith and Stuart
Bowman finished 6th with a second run faster than anyone else in the
final.
Commenting on the results, John Anderson, World Class
performance director said ‘We are really pleased with this weekend’s
results, particularly coming so early in the Olympic cycle. We aimed to
get boats into every final, which we did, with two in the C1. It’s great
to see Campbell back paddling with the world’s premier kayakers and
Stuart deserves the bronze after all the hard work he has put in. It also
bodes well for the future with the results achieved by David and
Fiona.’

Chris Simon
K1W: 1 M Planert, Deutschland, 216.01. 2 S Hilgertova, Ceská, 216.32. 3 I Pavelkova, Ceská,
219.08. 10 F Pennie, GB, 233.72. K1M: 1 H Oblinger, Österreich, 187.39. 2 P Kauzer,
Slovenija, 188.25. 3 E Pfannmöller, Deutschland, 188.86. 5 C Walsh, GB, 191.69.
C1: 1 S Pfannmöller, Deutschland, 200.55. 2 A Slavovsky, Slovensko, 201.32. 3 S McIntosh,
GB, 201.74. 4 D Florence, GB, 203.58. C2: 1 Wolf/Stepanek, Ceská, 211.6. 2 Jiras/Mader,
Ceská, 212.82. 3 Skantar/Skantar, Slovensko, 213.08. 6 Smith/Bowman, GB, 216.98.

Pennie takes bronze

U23 & Junior European Championships
The women’s kayak class was full of success in the European Under
23 and junior slalom championships where Fiona Pennie took bronze
in the Under 23 competition. Scottish born Fiona won the WK1
qualification comfortably and went through to confidently take 3rd
place in the final. The competition was held for the second time at
Krakow, Poland, over 18th – 21st August and is an event we look
forward to hosting in Nottingham in 2006.
Seventeen year old Stafford & Stone paddler Lizzie Neave raced to
5th place in the juniors; she will have been pushing to upgrade her
4th place at the pre worlds event in Prague. Louise Donnington also
paddled strongly and came in 13th place.
The U23 C1 class also achieved a good result. David Florence, Dan
Goddard and Adam Marshall made their mark in the U23 C1 team
event with a bronze medal, a clear three and a half seconds ahead of
the French trio. In U23 WK1 Fiona Pennie, Louise Donnington and
Lizzie Neave began at a second run pace but lost time on the first run
and finished in 4th place.
In the individual C1 junior class Stafford & Stone’s sixteen year old
Mark Proctor came 20th and in the C1 U23 class Adam Marshall
came 12th and David Florence came 14th.
There were mixed fortunes in the U23 K1 class. Marvin Rounce
and Rob Neave did not get through to the final; both got 50 second
penalties for missing gate 16 of the course, ending their individual
competitions. Greg Hitchen and Tom Wakeling qualified

comfortably; they achieved 28th and 32nd position respectively
overall.
All of these young athletes certainly have lots of potential.
Anne Ferguson, World Class development programmes manager,
commented ‘This event demonstrates that we have a lot of young
talent in Great Britain at the moment; each competition is a good
learning curve for the young athletes and there will be plenty more
opportunities in the future for them to continue to improve.’

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
K1WJ: 1 M Grimm, Deutschland. 2 S Blazkova, Ceská. 3 D Utz, Deutschland. 5 L Neave, GB.
15 H Bailey, GB. K1WU23: 1 J Dukatova, Slovensko. 2 M Pfeifer, Deutschland. 3 F Pennie, GB.
13 L Donnington, GB. K1MJ: 1 S Schubert, Deutschland. 2 M Polaczyk, Polska. 3 S Combot,
France. 15 J Mugford, GB. K1MU23: 1 D Molmenti, Italia. 2 G Polaczyk, Polska. 3 D Bartsch,
Deutschland. C1J: 1 N Neveu, France. 2 C Tsakmakis, Ellás. 3 D Gargaud Chanut, France.
20 M Proctor, GB. C1U23: 1 G Wojs, Polska. 2 H Cheuvrier, France. 3 A Slafkovsky, Slovensko.
12 A Marshall, GB. 14 D Florence, GB. 20 D Goddard, GB.

Hall shortlisted
16 year old Peter Hall of Ormskirk was one of 40 shortlisted from
some 600 entries in the OCS Young Sportsman of the Year awards
for 2005. He won the regional round for northwest England, securing
him £2,500. His ambition is to take gold at the 2016 Olympics.

On the receiving end
21st anniversary Inter-Club Finals organizer Jim Croft was thrown
at the prizegiving when he was on the receiving end of an award.
Stafford & Stone presented him with an engraved goblet in thanks for
his work for this event over the years.

The best interests of slalom
Keith Goddard has objected to the increase in protest fees at
selection events from £1 to £5, against the rules. The executive
Slalom Committee have little sympathy for his viewpoint, saying that
it has been done in the best interests of the sport to stop frivolous
protests and the overturning of the rules is justified. One other thing
that has come out of the copious correspondence is just how much
Keith has done for slalom as a printer, a significant part at his own
expense. The fact that he was not a paid up BCU member while
doing this work was given as a reason for not allowing him to protest.
Meanwhile, UK judging will be moved more in line with ICF
judging, resulting in protests becoming a thing of the past, instant
harmony. Just in case, the selection event protest fee was raised from
£1 to £5 at the ACM.
Slalom secretary Irena Paxton resigned at short notice but stood
again at the ACM. Unusually, the ACM ballot papers advised
delegates which way to vote in the elections, not for Goddard as
candidate chairman or for Paxton, so it was not even as case of
supporting previous holders of posts. Anne Hounslow was re-elected
as chairman with 54 votes to 24 for Keith Goddard. Ken Trollope was
elected secretary with 38 votes to 34 for Irena Paxton.
Slalom seems to have had a better year than for some time with
ranked paddlers up 10% and entries up 18%. Amongst the motions
carried this year was that where Class C internationals have limited
places which are not all taken by the GB team, the remaining places
will be offered to other paddlers under controlled criteria.

Alva site purchase
The Central Region Canoe Advanced Training Squad have been
given a grant by Sportscotland to buy land at Alva. Their
development squad also have funds to buy short slalom boats.

Passionate about the Tees Barrage
The finalists for the 2005 World Travel Awards for tourism
promotional films from around the world included a entry from One
North East. Passionate People, Passionate Places simply consisted of
locals saying why the northeast of England is such a good place to be.
Several contributions came from a paddler on the Tees Barrage slalom
course.

Can’t leave it alone
Having stopped running Grandtully Slaloms after a decade,
Christine Baillie is now Scottish slalom chairman.

New facilities
The E10,000,000 Markkleeberg slalom course near Leipzig (Mar,
p73) is under construction with test runs on the completed course
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The German slalom course under construction near Leipzig promises to be a
major new European venue for slalom.
expected in April. There is a useful 5.2m fall over the 270m length of
the competition course and a 130m training course alongside.
The Lebanese have opened a new slalom training centre on the
Awali River with 23 boats and 20 sets of kit supplied by the ICF.
Cardington Slalom
Sat: K1L2: 1 L Sargent, Rugby, 127. 2 V Maloney, Shepperton, 127. 3 J Green, 128.
K1L3: 1 D Creese, Salisbury, 145. 2 J Greenslade, Llandysul, 148. 3 S Evans, Llandysul, 152.
K1L4: 1 D Martin, Viking, 192. 2 S Nerva, Canalside, 293. 3 K Kellehar, Canalside, 538.
K1M2: 1 J Rendall, Shepperton, 106. 2 R Allen, 109. 3 P Sargent, Rugby, 111.
K1M3: 1 A Chamberlain, Packers, 128. 2 J Kent, Frome, 130. 3 P Barrett, Viking, 135.
K1M4: 1 M Kelley, Baldock, 148. 2 D Davies, Llandysul, 290. 3 J Davies, Llandysul, 350.
V: 1 A Ross, RAF, 107. 2 T Griffiths, Baldock, 108. 3 D Swift, Proteus, 131. C1.2: 1 P Stephens,
Baldock, 126. 2 K Kent, Proteus, 143. C1.3: 1 J Rendall, Shepperton, 115. 2 A Walby, Salisbury,
141. 3 A Chamberlain, Packers, 159. C1.4: 1 R Bell, Canalside, 278.
C2.2/3: 1 Oldham/Chamberlain, Packers, 175. 2 Chamberlain/Chamberlain, Packers, 186.
C2.4: 1 Buckingham/Buckingham, Viking, 199. Off: 1 J Coombs, Salisbury, 89. 2 A Moore,
Stafford & Stone, 89. 3 W Pettit, Proteus, 93. Sun: K1L2: 1 E Hubert, Reading, 126. 2 V Cook, St
Albans & Hertsmere, 143. 3 S Coombs, Salisbury, 145. K1L3: 1 J Greenslade, Llandysul, 153.
2 C Medina, Kingston, 169. 3 S Evans, Llandysul, 190. K1L4: 1 S Walby, Salisbury, 328. K1M2:
1 E Feltham, St Albans & Hertsmere, 113. 2 P Sargent, Rugby, 117. S Walker, Llandysul, 117.
K1M3: 1 R Beaman, Packers, 138. 2 J Kent, Frome, 141. 3 S Bugg, St Albans & Hertsmere, 147.
K1M4: 1 J Feltham, St Albans & Hertsmere, 209. 2 A Sells, Viking, 250. 3 T Clark, Viking, 380.
V: 1 D Dalrymple, Itchen Valley, 149. C1.2: 1 K Kent, Proteus, 141. 2 V Maloney, Shepperton,
236. C1.3: 1 A Walby, Salisbury, 143. 2 A Chamberlain, Packers, 160. C1.4: 1 A Warby, Reading,
170. C2.2/3: 1 Creese/Sargent, Salisbury/Rugby, 189. 2 Chamberlain/Chamberlain, Packers, 191.
3 Buckingham/Buckingham, 211. C2.4: 1 Annetts/Martin, Viking, 316. Off: 1 J Coombs,
Salisbury, 89. 2 N Cresser, St Albans & Hertsmere, 90. 3 A Moore, Stafford & Stone, 92.
Ironbridge Slalom
Sat: K1W2: 1 D Paterson, Shropshire, 111. 2 E Woodcock, Stafford & Stone, 118. 3 A Williams,
Cheltenham, 120. K1W3: 1 R Commack, Llandysul, 153. 2 G Hay, Manchester, 202. 3 J Robins,
Llandysul, 216. K1M2: 1 A Robert, 100. 2 S Walker, Llandysul, 105. 3 J Hastings, Regent’s, 106.
K1M3: 1 A Marsh, Ribble, 119. 2 D Bird, Walsall, 121. 3 L Nelson, 123. V2/3: 1 M Broadhurst,
102. 2 D Swift, Proteus, 124. 3 D Dalrymple, Itchen Valley, 134. C1.2: 1 K Southall, 109.
2 A Burgess, Stafford & Stone, 116. 3 G Griffiths, 125. C1.3: 1 J Clark, Stafford & Stone, 132.
Jg: 1 O Roden, Stafford & Stone, 86. 2 J Coombs, Salisbury. 3 M Williamson, Stafford & Stone,
102. Sun: K1W2: 1 K Seeley, Manchester, 122. 2 D Clark, Chelmsford, 126. 3 N Wilson, Stafford
& Stone, 131. K1W3: 1 K Roberts, Eddylines, 140. 2 J Shaw, Ribble, 164. 3 R Commack,
Llandysul, 193. K1M2: 1 P Sargent, Rugby, 110. 2 H Russell, 114. 3 S Walker, Llandysul, 117.
K1M3: 1 L Nelson, 137. 2 G Hewitt, Bala, 140. 3 A Walby, Salisbury, 142.
V2/3: 1 M Broadhurst, 112. 2 D Radmore, 119. 3 D Swift, Proteus, 134. C1.2: 1 A Burgess,
Stafford & Stone, 126. 2 G Griffiths, 134. 3 M Owens, Army, 136. C1.3: 1 J Clark, Stafford &
Stone, 143. C2.2/3: 1 Burgess/Clark, Stafford & Stone, 141. Jg: 1 O Roden, Stafford & Stone, 93.
2 A Bennett, Shropshire, 101. 3 T Knight, Hereford, 102.
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21st Inter-Club Finals
K1LP/1: 1 H Reeves, Shepperton A, 84.77. 2 L Neave, Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 86.99.
3 N Rowlands, Llandysul A, 88.79. K1L2: 1 N Wilson, Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 110.38.
2 E Hubert, Reading Elite, 115.21. 3 J Green, Shepperton A, 115.71. K1L3: 1 R Battison, Reading
Elite, 118.76. 2 D Ford, Addlestone, 126.74. 3 R Cammack, Llandysul A, 134.50.
K1MPA: 1 D Paxton, Llandysul A, 79.11. 2 A Buggy, Reading Elite, 79.13. 3 E Stott, Viking,
79.48. K1MPB: 1 G Hitchin, Matlock, 79.26. 2 R Vasey, Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 81.58.
3 A Burt, St Albans & Hertsmere, 82.34. K1M1: 1 A Moore, Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 87.04.
2 M Lawday, Reading Elite, 91.41. 3 W Pettit, Peterborough, 94.79. K1M2: 1 M Tattersall,
Salisbury A, 95.36. 2 C Martin, Matlock, 97.69. 3 D Rushton, Addlestone, 99.72. K1M3: 1 J
McTighe, Kingston, 98.86. 2 N Smith, Shepperton A, 98.96. 3 C Leahy, Addlestone, 102.61.
V: 1 S Briggs, Matlock, 86.22. 2 P Gooding, Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 88.40. 3 D Rawding,
Kingston, 91.98. C1P/1: 1 D Goddard, Matlock, 82.30. 2 R Turner, Llandysul A, 82.67. 3 G Pitt,
Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 86.58. C1.2-4: 1 A Burgess, Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 104.44. 2 J
Rendall, Shepperton A, 105.30. 3 D Warren, Llandysul B, 105.97. C2: 1 Roden/Roden, Stafford &
Stone Arrowcraft, 89.80. 2 Walling/Walling, Shepperton A, 101.52. 3 Hesford/Carlisle, Manchester,
106.29. K1LT: 1 Reading Elite, 145.87. 2 Llandysul A, 151.08. 3 St Albans & Hertsmere, 157.44.
K1MP/1T: 1 Shepperton A, 96.22. 2 Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 96.46. 3 Stafford & Stone
Festival, 98.00. K1M2/3/VT: 1 Matlock, 117.19. 2 Reading Elite, 118.23. 3 Addlestone, 118.88.
CT: 1 Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 118.29. 2 Shepperton A, 122.62. 3 Manchester, 131.55. Club
- Nomad Cup: 1 Stafford & Stone Arrowcraft, 77. 2 Matlock, 86. 3 Reading Elite, 112.
Llandysul Slalom
Sat: K1W1: 1 S Timperley, Green Star, 128.6. 2 N Patrick, Warrington Kats, 128.7. 3 G Evans,
Llandysul, 131.1. K1W2: 1 A Saxon, Bridgend, 148.4. 2 R Shaughnessy, Manchester, 156.0.
3 C Davies, Llandysul, 160.8. K1M1: 1 B Atkinson, Holme Pierrepont, 109.0. 2 A Jones, Ribble,
112.0. 3 T Meyrick, Manchester, 112.9. K1M2: 1 G Montgomery, Viking Venture Scouts, 130.1.
2 A Newman, Manchester, 132.0. 3 P Hogg, Central, 133.9. V: 1 N Kelly, CCKA NI, 120.6.
2 M Knight, Hereford, 127.5. 3 M Broadhurst, 131.0. C1.1: 1 D Bradshaw, Manchester, 121.4.
2 D Rawdings, Kingston, 121.6. 3 C Black, Central, 122.7. C1.2: 1 J Clarke, Stafford & Stone,
136.0. 2 D Warren, Llandysul, 139.5. 3 G Winsborrow, Bangor, 144.4. C2P/1: 1 Tatchell/Tatchell,
Dee Valley R/Hereford, 141.1. 2 Davies/Rudkin, Kingston, 148.0. 3 Graves/Graves, 203.0.
Off: 1 N Cresser, Durham, 104.8. 2 O Roden, Stafford & Stone, 108.8. 3 P Gooding, Stafford &
Stone, 110.4. Sun: K1W1: 1 A Shaftesley, Bradford & Bingley, 117.71.2 K Kent, Proteus,
118.66. 3 G Evans, Llandysul, 119.78. K1W2: 1 S Bostock, Llandysul, 148.68. 2 A Carrington,
Sutton Bingham, 149.08. 3 C Turner, Salisbury, 150.50. K1M1: 1 J Dixon, Holme Pierrepont,
100.35. 2 B Atkinson, Holme Pierrepont, 101.73. 3 Z Franklin, Shepperton, 103.80.
K1M2: 1 G Montgomery, Viking Venture Scouts, 119.80. 2 A Little, St Albans, 124.65. 3 A Arter,
Lower Wharfe, 130.22. V: 1 M Broadhurst, 129.17. 2 D Radmore, Cool Blue, 131.74.
3 D Dalrymple, Itchen Valley, 172.25. C1.1: 1 R Rooks, Sutton Bingham, 113.97. 2 S Hesford,
Hydra Sports, 113.98. 3 D Rawding, Kingston, 115.26. C1.2: 1 D Warren, Llandysul, 123.09.
2 R Davies, Bala, 140.76. 3 A Nash, Sutton Bingham, 154.05. C2P/1: 1 Davies/Rudkin, Kingston,
130.69. 2 Tatchell/Tatchell, Dee Valley R/Hereford, 132.50. 3 Timperley/Taylor, Bradford &
Bingley, 191.43. C2.2: 1 Robson/Carrington, Sutton Bingham, 181.40. Off: 1 N Cresser, Durham,
95.18. 2 O Roden, Stafford & Stone, 98.36. 3 S Jones, Llandysul, 101.35.
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British results below par

34th World Championships
Team GB’s Olympic bronze medallist Ian Wynne led the British
challenge over the first two days of the canoe sprint racing world
championships in Croatia, qualifying for the final of the men’s singles
K1 500m following two good races in the heats and semi finals. After
recording the second fastest time in his heat, Wynne won his semi final
race in a time of 1 minute 37 seconds. In the other 500m races both
the men’s and women’s K2s narrowly missed out on qualification for
the A finals.
In the 1,000m, Peter Almási qualified for the final following two
good races in the heats and semi finals of the K1. After winning his
heat, Almási finished 2nd in his semi final race in a time of 3 minutes
36.153 seconds. In the other classes Paul Wycherley and Ben Farrell
finished 4th in their semi final of the K2 to qualify for the B final and
Matt Lawrence and James Train finished 5th in their semi of the C2.
In the K4 the Darby-Dowman brothers (Paul and Richard), together
with Ross Saberton and Tom Daniels, failed to make the finals after
finishing 9th in the semi.
GB canoeing team manager Alan Williams described the overall
performance of the sprint racing team as ‘disappointing’ and ‘below
par’ even though the men featured in all of the K1 finals.
Ian Wynne finished 6th in the men’s K1 500m with the team’s best
performance over the weekend’s finals, Peter Almási 8th in the 1,000m
and Ed McKeever 9th in the 200m. All the pair’s boats, of
Wycherley/Farrell, Cox/McKeever, Coulson/Hardy and
Lawrence/Train, made the B finals with Lawrence/Train the highlight
in the C2 finishing in 2nd place. Both the K4 and Anna Hemmings in
the women’s K1 fell short of expectation, failing to qualify for the
finals.
Williams reflected ‘We are all bitterly disappointed not to feature
more strongly out here in Croatia and we were really hoping we
would come back with a medal but we have a very young and talented
squad that featured in 3 A finals and 5 B finals, so it is not all doom
and gloom. With this season now over, we will all have a couple of
weeks’ break before we start preparations for winter training for 2006.’
Despite the initial reaction of disappointment at not coming home
with a medal, GB canoeing’s World Class performance director, John
Anderson, said ‘Whilst we didn’t win a medal here in Croatia we
achieved the target we set ourselves of three boats in the finals. Ian
(Wynne) has made a good start to his preparations for the next
Olympic cycle following his success in Athens last year. He paddled
well in a very tough race and this is a good platform from which he
can build. We have a very young and talented team that featured in 3
A finals and 5 B finals. All in all I am pleased with the way we have
started our Olympic cycle in sprint racing and look forward to the next
stages of our preparation when profiling and winter training start later
this year.’

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
1km: K1W: 1 D Kozak, Magyarország, 3:55. 2 E Pochtovaya, Rossija, 3:58. 3 S Cicalai, Italia,
3:59. 9 L Sawers, GB, 4:06. K1M: 1 D Cosgayo, España, 3:31. 2 G Felszeghy, Magyarország,
3:34. 3 D Titov, Rossija, 3:34.

Wynne misses final

European Championships
Hopes of GB’s Ian Wynne’s winning a medal at the European
championships were dashed when he failed to reach the final of the
men’s singles kayak 500m, finishing 5th in the semis. Having qualified
for the semi finals with the third fastest time, Wynne was expected to
feature in the final.
Elsewhere, the new pairing of Abigail Coulson and Lucy Hardy
finished a creditable 7th in the final of the women’s double kayak
1,000m. In their first season together the pairing has progressed well.
Alan Williams, team manager, said ‘Ian is obviously very
disappointed not to have made the final. He looked really good in his
heat and his time was only just outside that recorded by the Hungarian
Vereckai in winning the final. He has the potential to compete at the
top of the men’s kayak and we still believe he has an excellent chance
of a medal at the worlds.
‘Credit must go to Abigail and Lucy who, having been laid low for
2 days with sickness, did extremely well to race at all let alone to finish
a European final. It was also a good performance by Peter (Almási) in
the 1,000m, who only just missed out on a place in the final, finishing
with the 10th fastest time.’

Chris Simon

Chris Simon

200m: K1W: 1 T Portela, España, 40.756. 2 S Szabo, Magyarország, 41.380. 3 K Furneaux,
Canada, 41.542. K1M: 1 C Perez Rial, España, 35.289. 2 T Mendelski, Polska, 35.697.
3 A Ryakhov, Rossija, 35.733. 9 E McKeever, GB, 37.036. K2W: 1 Kovacs/Janics,
Magyarország, 37.101. 2 Portelar/Smidakova, España, 38.013. 3 Fischer/Fisher, Deutschland,
38.127. 500m: K1W: 1 N Reinhardt, Deutschland, 1:50.407. 2 K Furneaux, Canada,
1:51.379. 3 E Viski, Magyarország, 1:51.565. K1M: 1 N Baggaley, Australia, 1:36.980.
2 L Altepost, Deutschland, 1:37.076. 3 A Van Koeverden, Canada, 1:37.082. 7 I Wynne, GB,
1:38.294. K2W: 1 Kovacs/Janics, Magyarország, 1:39.704. Schlitzer/Schwarz, Österreich,
1:42.458. 3 Viard/Selattre, France, 1:42.974. K2M: 1 Rauhe/Wieskotter, Deutschland,
1:27.583. 2 Twardowski/Wysocki, Polska, 1:29.005. 3 Duonela/Balciunas, Lietuva, 1:29.347.
C2: 1 Gille/Wylenzek, Deutschland, 1:39.851. 2 Kozmann/Kolonics, Magyarország, 1:40.175.
3 Torres/Aguilar, Cuba, 1:40.271. K4M: 1 Belarus, 1:20.898. 2 Slovensko, 1:20.994. 3 Italia,
1:22.634. 1km: K1M: 1 E Larsen, Norge, 3:29.165. 2 A Van Koeverden, Canada, 3:29.841.
3 N Baggaley, Australia, 3:30.069. 8 P Almási, GB, 3:37.981. K2M: 1 Kokeny/Kucsera,
Magyarorság, 3:18.692. 2 Ihle/Herszel, Deutschland, 3:18.722. 3 Naess/Norenberg, Norge,
3:18.836. K4M: 1 Deutschland, 2:56.282. 2 Slovensko, 2:56.558. 3 Polska, 2:57.848.

European U23/J Championships
GB canoeing celebrated its second ever Under 23 European flat
water racing medal when Paul Wycherley and Ben Farrell confirmed
their promise for the future by winning bronze in the men’s doubles
1,000m in Bulgaria.
After superb performances in both the heats and semi finals the
British boys held their pace in the final and were narrowly pushed into
3rd place by just 0.02 second behind the Romanian and Hungarian
crews.
Commenting on their success, U23 team manager Alan Williams
said ‘Paul and Ben paddled really well and thoroughly deserve their
bronze medal. We have had a pretty good championships out here in
Bulgaria, making 7 finals in all with several of the team achieving
personal bests. With such a young team the prospects for the future of

Wycherley/Farrell take 1km bronze
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Sprint

Sawers only British finalist

Junior World Championships
Louisa Sawers from Elmbridge gave a strong performance against
tough opposition and took 9th place in the WK1 1,000m final at the
junior world championships in Hungary. It was a personal best time of
4:06 for Louisa. The winner was D Kozak from Hungary with a time
of 3:55.
In the men’s K1 1,000m Andy Daniels also got a personal best time
of 3:47 in the B final and came 9th overall. Spanish racer Diego
Cosgayo won in a time of 3:31, adding the world title to his European
title.
Unfortunately no boats made the 500m finals in Hungary. In the
men’s K1 class Andy Daniels was 7th in his semi final in a time of 1:47
but did not make one of the three next fastest time slots available to
secure an appearance in the final. The semi final was won by Russian
racer Denis Titov in a time of 1:41.
In the women’s K1 500m Leanne Brown was two places outside the
finals qualification placings. She finished in 8th place in her semi final
in a time of 2:10, a race won by Kublaova (SVK) in a time of 1:58.
The men’s double K2 500m pairing of Stuart Hastings from
Nottingham and Allen Spencer from Hereford were equally
unfortunate, finishing 7th in a time of 1:37.
World Class development programmes manager Anne Ferguson
commented ‘The field was stronger at the junior world championships
than the European championships. However, with four of the GB
racers under 18 years of age there will be much to take forward into
next season’s racing.’
This year’s championships saw over 480 competitors from 59
countries competing over the three day regatta on 5th – 7th August.

GB canoeing look really good and we are extremely hopeful of some
good things in both Beijing and London.’
Other notable GB performances came in the ladies K1 with Shuna
Braithwaite finishing 8th in the final and the ladies K4 who finished
9th in their final. In the junior championships that ran alongside the
U23 event all the British boys made the finals with Stuart Smith and
Andy Daniels looking particularly impressive.

Chris Simon

9 golds for disabled British racers
Milano Regatta
Italy hosted the first international paddleability event, bringing
together some of the best international competitors from disabled
canoeing.
The event, held in Milan, was the first of its kind and the GB team
made a splash with no less than nine first places. Personal bests were
hampered by torrential wind and rain but the team of seven delivered
some great results with many close finishes.
Margaret Taylor turned in a top performance, notching up no less
than four 1sts. She finished 1st in the women’s 500m kayak Category
A final with a time of 2:57.6 and first in the 200m K1 Category A in
1:13.6.
Taylor also teamed up with Lucy Gardener to win the 500m K2
final with a time of 2:53.5 and the pair took first in the 200m K2 final
with a time of 1:13.7. On her own, Gardener finished in pole position
in the 200m K1 women’s Category B final with a time of 1:24.4.
Following her success Gardener said ‘It was really exciting and
something I will never forget as long as I live.’
It wasn’t just a weekend for the women, either. William Brown and
James Oldham took first in the men’s 200m K2 final with a time of
2:27.8 with Stuart Carter and Jonathan Broome finishing second in
2:34.0. Oldham also won the 200m K1 Category A final with a time
of 1:01.7. Stuart Carter took third in 1:10.8. Carter said ‘It was a
challenge which stretched my abilities to the limit.’
The team is organized by the British Canoe Union, the only
national canoeing body to include both able bodied and disabled
competitors. The BCU focuses on ability rather than disability by
classifying competitors by time bands rather than disability.
A team of thirteen went over to Italy including support staff.

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
200m: K1WA: 1 M Taylor, GB, 1:13.6. K1WB: 1 L Gardener, GB, 1:24.4. K1MA: 2 J Oldham,
GB, 1:01.7. 3 S Carter, GB, 1:10.8. 4 J Broome, GB, 1:12.3. K1MB: 3 W Brown, GB, 1:07.9.
6 B Richardson, GB, 1:14.4. K2W: 1 Gardener/Taylor, GB, 1:13.7. K2M: 1 Brown/Oldham, GB,
58.7. 2 Carter/Broome, GB, 1:08.8. 500m: K1WA: 1 M Taylor, GB, 2:57.6.
K1WB: 1 L Gardener, GB, 3:16.2. K1MA: 2 J Oldham, GB, 2:34.6. 5 S Carter, GB, 2:47.3.
6 J Broome, GB, 2:59.5. K1MB: 3 W Brown, GB, 2:44.1. 4 B Richardson, GB, 2:55.4. K2W: 1
Gardener/Taylor, GB, 2:53.5. K2M: 1 Brown/Oldham, GB, 2:27.8. 2 Carter/Broome, GB, 2:34.0.

Lord Mayor wins national title
National Championships
Councillor Tim Joiner, the Lord Mayor of Westminster, became the
first ever mayor to win a national sporting title while in office when he
became UK champion in the C4 category at the 2005 national finals.
The Lord Mayor, who has reached the national finals for the last
three years, beat off challengers from Scotland, Ireland and Wales to
take the title, surging ahead in the final 100m to take the win.
Councillor Tim Joiner said ‘I’m absolutely delighted to have taken
the title. I was part of a superb team and, at best, had been hoping for a
bronze medal. On the day we made a few strategic changes to the boat
and clinched the title. I would like to congratulate our opponents who
gave us an extremely hard race.’
The national championships were held at the National Watersports
Centre at Holme Pierrepont in Nottingham. In the Lord Mayor’s boat
were Hall, Martin and Gohar.

Natalie Orringe

62

National Championships
200m: K1W: 1 A Hemmings, Elmbridge, 48.57. 2 R Hunter, Royal, 51.47. 3 K Dawson,
Chester, 52.18. K1M: 1 E McKeever, Bradford-on-Avon, 40.59. 2 I Wynne, Royal, 41.11.
3 P Almási, Elmbridge, 41.98. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 1:01.98. 2 D Fenwick, NE
Disability, 1:11.89. 3 M Taylor, Maidstone, 1:17.06. C1: 1 J Train, Fladbury, 49.18.
2 K Yurkwich, Royal Leamington Spa, 50.18. 3 L Watson, Nottingham, 53.69.
K2M: 1 Cox/McKeever, Olympic, 37.41. 2 Anderson/Schofield, Soar Valley, 38.29.
3 Strevens/Egan, Salmon Leap, 38.82. K2P: 1 Oldham/Fenwick, NE Disability/Pennine Syngenta,
1:05.78. 2 Baines/Cotton, Newark, 1:19.70. 3 Gardner/Taylor, Maidstone/NE Disability, 1:21.70.
500m: K1GU14: 1 A King, Reading, 2:20.83. 2 J Swallow, Chester, 2:30.64. 3 C Rowlands,
Chester, 2:30.72. K1GU16: 1 L Belcher, Australia, 2:25.26. 2 E Dougall, Leighton Buzzard,
2:26.68. 3 H Brown, Bath, 2:30.75. K1GU18 - Dennis Smith Trophy: 1 L Sawers,
Elmbridge, 2:16.28. 2 J Egan, Salmon Leap, 2:21.41. 3 L Moran, Worcester, 2:21.95. K1WA Bruce Lucas Trophy: 1 A Coulson, Reading, 2:09.06. [2 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard,
2:09.31.] 3 S Braithwaite, Nottingham, 2:11.67. 5 L Hardy, Nottingham, 2:14.86.
K1WB: 1 A Hemmings, Elmbridge, 2:06.90. 2 J Spencer, Hereford, 2:11.91. 3 H Mason,
Nottingham, 2:12.89. K1WC: 1 C Gillbe, Wey, 2:26.20. 2 V Surrage, Bishop’s Stortford, 2:26.85.
3 A Wise, Royal, 2:29.83. K1WD: 1 S Colley, Hereford, 2:41.49. 2 G Mara, Chelmsford, 2:41.74.
3 V Swallow, Chester, 2:44.83. LgU10: 1 J Stannard, Royal Leamington Spa, 3:23.85. 2 B Killip,
Richmond, 3:34.42. 3 B Owen, Addlestone, 3:45.15. LgU12: 1 A Hicks, Norwich, 3:12.53.
2 J Killip, Richmond, 3:15.93. 3 B Finnis, Royal, 3:21.09. K1BU14: 1 M Childerstone, Wey,
2:15.11. 2 F Mitchell, Celbridge, 2:15.77. 3 O Gibson, Royal, 2:17.69. K1BU16: 1 S Norton,
Australia, 2:04.37. 2 B Parfitt, Westel, 2:06.24. 3 R Poole, Leighton Buzzard, 2:07.37. K1BU18
- Rhodes Trophy: 1 M Guy, Leighton Buzzard, 2:02.77. 2 J Boyton, Royal, 2:03.49.
3 T Donkin, Australia, 2:04.70. K1MA - Unwin Bowl: 1 I Wynne, Royal, 1:52.06.
2 N Fleming, Celbridge, 1:53.90. 3 P Wycherley, Wey, 1:54.25. K1MB: 1 J Schofield, Soar Valley,
1:58.84. 2 J Sawers, Elmbridge, 2:01.37. 3 I Lawler, Elmbridge, 2:01.59. K1MC: 1 R Etheridge,
Wey, 2:12.62. 2 A French, Ealing, 2:13.81. 3 R Meyer, Nottingham, 2:16.48.
K1MD: 1 T McKeever, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:29.39. 2 A Mason, Nottingham, 2:29.54. 3 S Hicks,
Nottingham, 2:32.89. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 2:51.35. 2 D Fenwick, NE Disability,
3:14.88. 3 M Taylor, Maidstone, 3:20.24. K1MVA: 1 D Sargent, Nottingham, 2:06.78.
2 M Martin, Leighton Buzzard, 2:09.36. 3 S Marnell, Runcorn, 2:10.86. K1MVB: 1 I Hayward,
Norwich, 2:11.52. 2 R Lovell, Wokingham, 2:13.29. 3 G Illidge, Runcorn, 2:13.33. C1J: 1 G Hunt,
Fladbury, 2:31.80. 2 E Poulter, Fladbury, 2:49.15. 3 J Styan, Fladbury, 2:52.82. C1 - Doug
Saxby Trophy: 1 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 2:10.45. 2 J Train, Fladbury, 2:12.52.
3 K Yurkwich, Royal Leamington Spa, 2:20.14. K2GU14: 1 King/Churnside, Reading, 2:23.63.
2 Swallow/Rowlands, Chester, 2:24.29. 3 Byard/Thomas, Leighton Buzzard/Bishop’s Stortford,
2:32.84. K2GU16: 1 Brown/O’Callaghan, Bath/Elmbridge, 2:15.84. 2 Belcher/Whitehead,
Australia/Chelmsford, 2:15.90. 3 Beardsell/Dougall, Cokethorpe School/Leighton Buzzard, 2:17.43.
K2GU18: 1 Sawers/Brown, Elmbridge/Barking & Dagenham, 2:04.36. 2 Moran/Moran,
Worcester, 2:05.58. 3 Cawthorn/Blackwell, Wey/Worcester, 2:09.84. K2WA/B: 1
Mason/Dawson, Olympic, 2:06.88. 2 Spencer/Hunter, Olympic, 2:11.59. K2WC/D: 1
Wise/Surrage, Royal/Bishop’s Stortford,2:13.50. 2 Gillbe/Gillbe, Wey, 2:17.85. 3 Hunter/Bee,
Norwich, 2:20.52. HU10: 1 Stannard/Killip, Royal Leamington Spa/Richmond, 3:05.61.
2 Childerstone/Haws, Wey, 3:23.18. 3 Farrington/Owen, Royal/Addlestone, 3:29.80. HU12: 1
Rees/Wadsworth, Royal, 2:54.04.2 Killip/Killip, Richmond, 2:55.78. 3 Hicks/Baker, Norwich/Bath,
2:57.99. K2BU14: 1 Terry/Childerstone, Westel/Wey, 2:01.41. 2 Connelly/Hampton, Leicester,
2:13.48. 3 Simmonds/Beyer, Bradford-on-Avon/Addlestone, 2:14.94. K2BU16: 1 Beer/Parfitt,
Westel, 2:00.77. 2 Poole/Guy, Leighton Buzzard, 2:01.92. 3 Holmes/Wood, Worcester, 2:05.29.
K2BU18: 1 Hide/Maurissen, Addlestone/Bradford-on-Avon, 1:55.51. 2 Daniels/Bennett,
Reading, 1:57.20. 3 Fleming/Marchetti, Celbridge, 2:00.10. K2MA: 1 Cox/McKeever, Olympic,
1:40.41. 2 Fleming/Moule, Chelmsford/Wey, 1:40.69. 3 Darby-Dowman/Sabberton, Olympic,
1:42.05. K2MB: 1 Schofield/Anderson, Soar Valley, 1:44.66. 2 Lawler/Nuno, Elmbridge/Portugal,
1:48.39. 3 Bitcon/Stead, Richmond, 1:49.87. K2MC/D: 1 Bullimore/Harmsen, Richmond,
2:04.38. 2 Morton/French, Westel/Ealing, 2:05.50. 3 Nicholson/Hinves, Woodmill, 2:05.84.
K2P: 1 Oldham/Taylor, Maidstone/Pennine Syngenta, 3:05.21. 2 Baines/Cotton, Newark, 3:10.66.
3 Gardner/Bull, Pennine Syngenta/NE Disability, 3:28.68. K2MVA: 1 Brookes/Sargent,
Runcorn/Nottingham, 1:57.24. 2 Marnell/Illidge, Runcorn, 1:58.33. 3 Phillips/Saunders,
Worcester, 1:58.61. K2MVB: 1 Willis/Rance, Woodmill, 2:07.83. 2 Seward/Lovell, Wokingham,
2:08.07. 3 Parker/Hawthorn, Worcester, 2:08.37. C2J: 1 Dresch/Meikle, Fladbury, 2:47.81.
2 Hunt/Horne, Fladbury, 2:54.74. 3 Hall/Kilby, Richmond, 2:55.11. C2: 1 O’Donovan/Monoghan,
Salmon Leap, 2:18.80. 2 Badelek/Watson, Wey/Nottingham, 2:32.34. 3 Wylie/Hollis,
Woodmill/Scottish Development, 2:41.68. TC2: 1 Cox/Mead, Lincoln, 3:09.27. 2 Green/Daines,
Barking & Dagenham, 3:14.46. 3 Stone/Rowlinson, Banbury, 4:01.27. K4GU14: 1 Chester,
2:17.01. 2 Leighton Buzzard, 2:20.65. 3 Royal, 2:24.45. K4GU18: 1 World Class Start,
1:58.85. 2 Wey/Worcester, 2:02.19. 3 Wey/Richmond, 2:08.41. K4WB-D: 1 Olympic, 1:51.00.
2 Wey, 2:04.00. 3 2:08.91. K4BU14: 1 Royal, 2:02.45. 2 Celbridge, 2:18.48.
3 Leicester/Banbury, 2:18.75. K4BU16: 1 Addlestone, 1:53.02. 2 Westel, 1:54.93. 3 Celbridge,
1:55.39. K4BU18: 1 World Class Start, 1:42.27. 2 Barking & Dagenham, 1:48.48.
3 Cokethorpe School, 2:04.86. K4MA: 1 Olympic, 1:32.20. 2 Salmon Leap/Celbridge, 1:33.37.
3 Richmond, 1:37.82. K4MVA/B: 1 Runcorn/Maidstone, 1:52.55. 2 1:54.24. 3 Worcester,
1:54.70. C4J: 1 Richmond, 2:32.35. 2 Fladbury, 2:39.66. 3 Fladbury, 2:45.13. C4: 1 Royal
Leamington Spa/Wey, 2:03.56. 2 Salmon Leap, 2:04.86. 3 Fladbury, 2:06.97. 1km:
K1GU14: 1 A King, Reading, 5:20.03. 2 C Rowlands, Chester, 5:32.66. 3 O O’Toole, Celbridge,
5:33.17. K1GU16: 1 L Belcher, Australia, 5:11.87. 2 E Dougall, Leighton Buzzard, 5:17.11.
3 K Hall, Richmond, 5:26.81. K1GAU18: 1 L Sawers, Elmbridge, 4:40.50. 2 J Egan, Salmon
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Leap, 4:52.95. 3 C Moran, Worcester, 4:54.60. K1WB: 1 A Hemmings, Elmbridge, 4:40.28.
2 N Taylor, Elmbridge, 4:44.12. 3 J Spencer, Hereford, 4:45.97. K1WC: 1 V Surrage, Bishop’s
Stortford, 4:54.70. 2 R Schofield, Norwich, 4:56.57. 3 C Gillbe, Wey, 5:06.92. K1WD: 1 S Colley,
Hereford, 5:21.82. 2 V Swallow, Chester, 5:22.19. 3 G Mara, Chelmsford, 5:24.39. LgU10: 1 J
Stannard, Royal Leamington Spa, 8:06. 2 B Killip, Richmond, 8:17. 3 J Childerstone, Wey, 8:39.
LgU12: 1 J Tye, Worcester, 7:54. 2 B Wadsworth, Royal, 7:57. 3 A Hicks, Norwich, 8:00.
K1BU14: 1 M Childerstone, Wey, 4:59.37. 2 D Terry, Maidstone, 5:01.46. 3 O Gibson, Royal,
5:05.92. K1BU16: 1 S Norton, Australia, 4:39.11. 2 B Parfitt, Westel, 4:43.47. 3 R Poole,
Leighton Buzzard, 4:45.73. K1BU18: 1 B Maurissen, Bradford-on-Avon, 4:15.66. 2 C Fleming,
Celbridge, 4:17.58. 3 M Hide, Addlestone, 4:17.83. K1MA - Farnham Cup: 1 P Almási,
Elmbridge, 3:52.10. 2 P Wycherley, Wey, 3:52.69. 3 N Fleming, Celbridge, 3:57.22. K1MB: 1 M
Ressel, Exeter, 4:10.91. 2 R Strevens, Salmon Leap, 4:11.63. 3 J Mayers, Runcorn, 4:12.97.
K1MC: 1 R Smith, Cambridge, 4:33.24. 2 J Smith, RAF, 4:35.47. 3 R Thomas, Elmbridge,
4:35.89. K1MD: 1 M Harmsen, Richmond, 4:55.79. 2 S Hicks, Nottingham, 4:56.80. 3 A Mason,
Nottingham, 5:09.33. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 5:57.67. 2 D Fenwick, NE Disability,
6:41.14. 3 M Taylor, Maidstone, 6:44.10. K1MVA: 1 S Marnell, Runcorn, 4:35.82. 2 M Martin,
Leighton Buzzard, 4:36.94. 3 M Swallow, Chester, 4:39.99. K1MVB: 1 I Hayward, Norwich,
5:01.37. 2 G Illidge, Runcorn, 5:05.7.3 S Willis, Woodmill, 5:09.15. C1J: 1 G Hunt, Fladbury,
5:42.42. 2 D Meikle, Fladbury, 6:12.47. 3 E Poulter, Fladbury, 6:19.63. C1 - Sidney Rowe
Cup: 1 J Train, Fladbury, 5:01.26. 2 K Yurkwich, Royal Leamington Spa, 5:14.03. 3 L Watson,
Nottingham, 5:20.63. K2GU14: 1 King/Churnside, Reading, 4:59.69. 2 Swallow/Rowlands,
Chester, 5:05.22. 3 Ferguson/Holmes, Banbury, 5:21.01. K2GU16: 1 Beardsell/Dougall,
Cokethorpe School, 4:41.87. 2 Godsave/Hall, Wey/Bishop’s Stortford, 4:46.40. 3
Brown/O’Callaghan, Bath/Elmbridge, 4:52.55. K2GU18: 1 Sawers/Brown, Elmbridge/Barking
& Dagenham, 4:32.58. 2 Lamph/Broughton, Wey/Richmond, 4:37.71. 3 Moran/Moran,
Worcester, 4:39.59. K2WA/B: 1 Nutt/Braithwaite, Olympic, 4:19.93. 2 Bates/Taylor,
Elmbridge, 4:23.21. 3 Spencer/Hunter, Hereford/Royal, 4:23.30. K2WC/D: 1 Wise/Surrage,
Royal/Bishop’s Stortford, 4:44.48. 2 Bates/Schofield, Norwich/Elmbridge, 4:50.31. 3 Gillbe/Gillbe,
Wey, 4:50.34. HU10: 1 Childerstone/Haws, Wey, 6:55.29. 2 Farrington/Owen, Addlestone/Royal,
7:23.03. 3 Hunt/Jefferies, Penine Syngenta/Leicester, 8:08.88. HU12: 1 Rees/Wadsworth, Royal,
6:06.75. 2 Killip/Killip, Richmond, 6:12.26. 3 Hicks/Baker, Bath/Norwich, 6:27.14. K2BU14: 1
Terry/Childerstone, Maidstone/Wey, 4:39.85. 2 Simmonds/Beyer, Bradford-on-Avon, 5:01.75.
3 Connelly/Hampton, Leicester, 5:07.89. K2BU16: 1 Beer/Parfitt, Westel, 4:12.78.
2 Poole/Guy, Leighton Buzzard, 4:17.03. 3 Pendle/Lowe, Norwich/Leighton Buzzard, 4:23.11.
K2BU18: 1 Hide/Maurissen, Addlestone/Bradford-on-Avon, 4:02.00. 2 Donkin/Norton,
Australia, 4:06.23. 3 Sims/Boyton, Royal, 4:07.01. K2MA: 1 Fleming/Maloney, Salmon
Leap/Celbridge, 3:42.19. 2 Darby-Dowman/Sabberton, Olympic, 3:44.83. 3 Wycherley/Almási,
Olympic, 3:45.99. K2MB: 1 Pedlar/Mayers, Worcester/Runcorn, 4:02.91. 2 Irvine/Hobrough,
Royal/Wey, 4:03.75. 3 Easterling/Simmons, Wey, 4:04.84. K2MC/D: 1 Morton/French, Westel,
4:14.41. 2 Harmson/Bullimore, Richmond, 4:14.64. 3 Bragg/Moessner, Scottish Development,
4:59.81. K2P: 1 Gardner/Fenwick, NE Disability, 6:03.94.2 Bull/Taylor, Maidstone/Pennine
Syngenta, 6:20.66. 3 Baines/Cotton, Newark, 6:45.22. K2MVA: 1 Adams/Martin, Bishop’s
Stortford/Leighton Buzzard, 4:10.01. 2 Marnell/Illidge, Runcorn, 4:13.56. 3 Phillips/Saunders,
Worcester, 4:15.60. K2MVB: 1 Parker/Hawthorn, Worcester, 4:27.99. 2 Holmes/Moran,
Worcester, 4:28.98. 3 Willis/Rance, Woodmill, 4:35.24. C2J: 1 Hunt/Poulter, Fladbury,
5:16.78. 2 Styan/Weir, Fladbury/Banbury, 5:41.03. 3 Dresch/Meikle, Fladbury, 5:44.04.
TC2: 1 Green/Daines, Barking & Dagenham, 6:54.99. 2 Cox/Mead, Lincoln, 7:22.28.
3 Rollinson/Stone, Banbury, 8:23.39. K4GU14: 1 Chester, 5:03.07. 2 Reading, 5:15.48.
3 Leighton Buzzard, 5:20.06. K4GU18: 1 World Class Start, 4:07.52. 2 Wey/Worcester, 4:13.68.
3 Wey/Richmond, 4:14.93. K4BU14: 1 Royal, 4:02.81. 2 Celbridge, 4:38.92. 3 Leighton
Buzzard, 4:41.27. K4BU16: 1 Addlestone, 3:53.66. 2 Leighton Buzzard/Norwich, 3:53.69.
3 Westel, 3:54.67. K4BU18: 1 World Class Start, 3:35.82. 2 Barking & Dagenham, 3:46.41.
3 Cokethorpe School, 4:27.32. K4MA: 1 Olympic, 3:26.42. 2 Richmond, 3:38.96. 3 Richmond,
3:59.72. K4MVA/B: 1 Maidstone, 4:00.51. 2 Worcester, 4:01.29. 3 Richmond, 4:01.86.
C4J: 1 Richmond, 4:54.00. 2 Fladbury/Banbury, 4:58.10. 3 Fladbury, 5:18.45. C4: 1 Richmond,
5:31.33. 2 Richmond/Scottish Development, 5:41.53. 3 Dyffryn Conwy/Scottish Development,
6:14.92. 2.5km: K1GU16: 1 L Belcher, Australia, 12:48. 2 K Hall, Richmond, 13:17. 3 M
O’Callaghan, Elmbridge, 13:43. K1BU14: 1 M Childerstone, Wey, 12:29. 2 D Terry, Maidstone,
12:33. 3 O Gibson, Royal, 12:38. K1BU16: 1 M Barton, Leighton Buzzard, 11:34. 2 D Parfitt,
Westel, 11:42. 3 P Thorogood, Elmbridge, 11:43. K2GU14: 1 King/Churnside, Reading, 12:58.
2 Swallow/Rowlands, Chester, 13:12. 3 Holmes/Ferguson, Worcester/Banbury, 13:15.
K2GU16: 1 Beardsell/Dougall, Reading, 12:22. 2 Godsave/Hall, Wey/Richmond, 12:46.
3 Reese/Kelly, Hereford, 13:04. K2BU16: 1 Childerstone/Terry, Wey/Maidstone, 11:40.
2 Connell/Hampton, Leicester, 11:59. 3 Beyer/Simmonds, Addlestone/Bradford-on-Avon, 12:47.

BCU to have another try
Despite just two overseas entries this year and only St Laurent
Blangy’s attendance, the BCU are hoping to run the European Inter
Club event again at Nottingham in 2006. The dates are Sep 2nd/3rd.

Past and future technology
The BCU are already taking regatta entries by email (although
cheques have to follow by post) but want to move to a system of
online entries. If regatta conditions require buoyancy aids to be worn,
these must comply with the BCU/BCMA BA83 standard rather than
the more confusing compulsory standards put out since by CEN.

National Regatta
200m: K1WA: 1 K Dawson, Chester, 55.84. 2 N Taylor, Elmbridge, 55.91. 3 C Gillbe, Wey,
58.51. K1MA: 1 E McKeever, Bradford-on-Avon, 42.07. 2 L Heath, Wey, 44.69. 3 K Moule,
Chelmsford, 44.87. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 1:12.01. 2 S Carter, NE Disability,
1:15.98. 3 D Fenwick, NE Disability, 1:16.97. C1A: 1 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 51.70.
2 K Yurkwich, Royal Leamington Spa, 53.65. 3 J Badelek, Wey, 1:04.16. K2MA: 1 Cox/McKeever,
Olympic, 38.31. 2 Moule/Moule, Chelmsford, 40.13. 3 Darby-Dowman/Sabberton,
Elmbridge/Olympic, 40.36. K2P: 1 Carter/Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 1:08.56. 2 Mills/Broome,
Newark, 1:21.83. 3 Thornton/Baines, Newark, 1:30.66. 500m: K1GD: 1 L Beardsell, Cokethorpe
School, 2:32.49. 2 R Farrington, Royal, 2:40.00. 3 H Reese, Hereford, 2:40.08.
K1GC: 1 H Brown, Bath, 2:34.87. 2 I Godsave, Wey, 2:35.87. 3 M Hall, Bishop’s Stortford,
2:36.10. K1GB: 1 J Walker, Royal, 2:19.21. 2 E Dougall, Leighton Buzzard, 2:21.85.
3 L Broughton, Richmond, 2:22.83. K1GA: 1 L Sawers, Elmbridge, 2:13.78. 2 L Brown, Barking &
Dagenham, 2:14.82. 3 L Moran, Worcester, 2:15.01. K1WB: 1 S Braithwaite, Nottingham,
2:10.35. 2 J Spencer, Hereford, 2:12.72. 3 H Mason, Nottingham, 2:14.03. K1WC: 1 C Gillbe,
Wey, 2:20.23. 2 V Surrage, Bishop’s Stortford, 2:22.71. 3 A Wise, Royal, 2:22.80. K1WD: 1 V
Swallow, Chester, 2:37.61. [2 T Dresch, Fladbury, 2:42.26.] 3 M Dilai, Pennine Syngenta, 2:46.25.
4 K Soar, Worcester, 3:02.37. LgB: 1 B Killip, Richmond, 3:29.71. 2 D Adair, Worcester, 3:34.13.
3 E Tonner, Lincoln, 3:44.80. LgA: 1 A Hicks, Norwich, 3:22.99. 2 M Bowley, Burton, 3:24.40.
3 C Brereton, Richmond, 3:26.35. K1BD: 1 T Simmons, Bradford-on-Avon, 2:23.72. 2 J Atwill,
Bradford-on-Avon, 2:24.89. 3 J Dearden, Worcester, 2:26.93. K1BC: 1 A Kelly, Reading, 2:11.05.
2 C Sealey, Reading, 2:13.69. 3 M Childerstone, Wey, 2:16.25. K1BB: 1 R Poole, Leighton
Buzzard, 2:04.23. 2 A Guy, Leighton Buzzard, 2:05.58. 3 S Bennett, Reading, 2:05.76. K1BA: 1 A
Daniels, Reading, 1:58.11. 2 S Hastings, Nottingham, 1:58.73. 3 B Maurissen, Bradford-on-Avon,
1:59.90. K1MA: 1 B Farrell, Elmbridge, 1:49.39. 2 P Wycherley, Wey, 1:50.59. 3 E Cox, Wey,
1:51.69. K1MB: 1 D Munro, Richmond, 1:58.97. 2 I Lawler, Elmbridge, 1:59.88. 3 P Maycock,
Exeter, 2:00.56. K1MC: 1 R Etheridge, Wey, 2:07.47. 2 S Marnell, Runcorn, 2:09.73. 3 A French,
Ealing, 2:10.40. K1MD: 1 A Mason, Nottingham, 2:18.06. 2 S Hicks, Nottingham, 2:19.00.
3 J Parker, Worcester, 2:19.83. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 2:47.96. 2 S Carter, NE
Disability, 3:03.12. 3 D Fenwick, NE Disability, 3:17.93. K1MVA: 1 M Adams, Bishop’s Stortford,
2:10.56. 2 P Brookes, Runcorn, 2:13.74. 3 T Phillips, Worcester, 2:14.66. K1MVB: 1 G Illidge,
Runcorn, 2:23.17. 2 B Lawrenson, Burton, 2:28.42. 3 T Beaver, Leicester, 2:29.32.
C1C: 1 E Poulter, Fladbury, 2:46.76. 2 D Meikle, Fladbury, 2:50.42. 3 J Styan, Fladbury, 2:51.60.
C1B: 1 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 2:07.21. 2 J Train, Fladbury, 2:12.41. 3 K Yurkwich, Royal
Leamington Spa, 2:18.25. K2GD: 1 Collins/Beardsell, Reading/Cokethorpe School, 2:26.43.
2 Beer/Bodimeade, Royal, 2:31.37. 3 Goodlad/Thomas, Leighton Buzzard/Bishop’s Stortford,
2:33.13. K2GA: 1 Walker/Spencer, World Class Start/Hereford, 2:05.99. 2 Brown/Sawers, Barking
& Dagenham/Elmbridge, 2:05.99. 3 Moran/Moran, Worcester, 2:08.78. K2WA: [1
Train/Lawrence, Olympic, 2:00.14.] 2 Dawson/Mason, Olympic, 2:06.55. 3 Hunter/Spencer,
Olympic, 2:08.68. 4 Bates/Taylor, Elmbridge, 2:09.83. K2WC: 1 Swallow/Rowlands, Chester,
2:19.76. 2 Hall/Whitehead, Bishop’s Stortford, 2:22.94. 3 Swallow/Blakeborough, Chester,
2:23.78. HU10: 1 Childerstone/Haws, Wey, 3:10.72. 2 Farrington/Beer, Royal, 3:15.97. 3
Adair/Adair, Worcester, 3:22.09. HU12: 1 Burbidge/Wadsworth, Royal, 2:52.82. 2 Killip/Brereton,
Richmond, 2:52.97. 3 Bowley/Bennett, Burton, 2:59.63. K2BD: 1 Simmonds/Atwill, Bradford-onAvon, 2:19.43. 2 Dearden/Dearden, Worcester, 2:22.02. 3 Beyer/Green, Addlestone/Barking &
Dagenham, 2:23.24. K2BC: 1 Bainbridge/Cowburn, Kendal/Chester, 2:09.15. 2 Siman/Hobin,
Cokethorpe School, 2:09.76. 3 Rainey/Mills, Leaside, 2:10.22. K2BB: 1 Pendle/Bradshaw,
Norwich/Barking & Dagenham, 2:00.59. 2 Holmes/Wood, Worcester, 2:01.63. 3 Pearse/Pearse,
Cokethorpe School, 2:06.56. K2BA: 1 Hastings/Spencer, World Class Start, 1:48.68. 2
Hide/Maurissen, Addlestone/Bradford-on-Avon, 1:50.52. 3 Owen/Rutherford, Elmbridge/Addlestone,
1:51.72. K2MA: 1 Cox/McKeever, Olympic, 1:41.99. 2 Wycherley/Farrell, Olympic, 1:45.21.
3 Maycock/Maycock, Exeter, 1:48.77. K2MB: 1 Elkington-Cole/Irvine, Richmond, 1:52.05.
2 Mayers/Pedlar, Runcorn/Worcester, 1:52.76. 3 Baker/Sears, Nottingham/Royal, 1:52.94.
K2MC: 1 Morton/French, Westel, 1:57.64. 2 Marnell/Illidge, Runcorn, 1:59.07. 3 Luck/Etheridge,
Wey, 1:59.54. K2P: 1 Oldham/Carter, NE Disability/Pennine Syngenta, 2:46.42.
2 Fenwick/Gardner, NE Disability, 3:00.57. 3 Baines/Thornton, Newark, 3:25.12.
K2MVB: 1 Ralph/Seward, Reading/Wokingham, 2:08.31. 2 Moran/Holmes, Worcester, 2:08.64.
3 Dodson/Reeves, Addlestone, 2:14.23. C2B: 1 Dresch/Meikle, Fladbury, 2:45.43. 2 Hall/Poulter,
Richmod/Fladbury, 2:55.90. 3 Styan/Chapman, Fladbury/Banbury, 3:02.66. TC2: 1 Cox/Mead,
Lincoln, 3:22.49. 2 Stone/Rowlinson, Banbury, 3:31.96. 3 Stone/Cooknell, Banbury, 3:52.62.
K4GD: 1 Nottingham, 2:22.04. 2 Royal, 2:30.38. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 2:30.77. K4GA: 1
Olympic, 1:52.25. 2 World Class Start, 1:54.23. 3 World Class Start, 1:57.53. K4BD: 1 Worcester,
2:09.82. 2 Bradford-on-Avon, 2:13.20. 3 Leicester, 2:23.75. K4BA: 1 World Class Start, 1:37.50.
2 World Class Start, 1:40.87. 3 World Class Start, 1:41.55. K4WB: 1 Wey/Royal, 2:04.12.
2 Norwich, 2:07.50. 3 Chester, 2:07.80. K4MVA: 1 Addlestone/Richmond, 2:00.00. 2 Worcester,
2:00.99. 3 Wokingham/Reading, 2:02.40. C4C: 1 Fladbury, 2:28.88. 2 Fladbury/Banbury,
2:34.65. 1km: K1GD: 1 L Beardsell, Cokethorpe School, 5:53.88. 2 S Holmes, Worcester,
6:15.68. 3 L Hussey, Leighton Buzzard, 6:25.99. K1GC: 1 L Godsave, Wey, 6:00.92. 2 A Purnel,
Royal, 6:28.40. 3 K Whitehead, Chelmsford, 6:49.65. K1GB: 1 J Walker, Royal, 5:07.74.
2 L Broughton, Richmond, 5:15.08. 3 E Dougall, Leighton Buzzard, 5:19.08. K1GA: 1 L Sawers,
Elmbridge, 5:01.29. 2 L Moran, Worcester, 5:07.56. 3 L Brown, Barking & Dagenham, 5:09.96.
K1WA: [1 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 5:09.41. 2 J Train, Fladbury, 5:24.89.] 3 S Braithwaite,
Nottingham, 5:27.02. K1WB: 1 H Mason, Nottingham, 4:52.69. 2 N Taylor, Elmbridge, 4:57.97.
3 J Spencer, Hereford, 5:00.79. K1WC: 1 V Surrage, Bishop’s Stortford, 5:19.71. 2 C Gillbe, Wey,
5:22.38. 3 AWise, Royal, 5:23.89. K1WD: 1 S Colley, Hereford, 5:49.75. 2 V Swallow, Chester,
6:02.12. 3 D Matthews, Leighton Buzzard, 6:17.08. LgU10: 1 K Stone, Runcorn, 9:07. 2 E Haws,
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Wey, 9:11. 3 B Owen, Addlestone, 9:20. LgU12: 1 A Hicks, Norwich, 7:58. 2 M Bowley, Burton,
8:03. 3 B Wadsworth, Royal, 8:13. K1BD: 1 T Simmonds, Bradford-on-Avon, 5:38.83. 2 C Sillitoe,
Leighton Buzzard, 5:43.66. 3 J Atwill, Bradford-on-Avon, 5:47.24. K1BC: 1 C Sealey, Reading,
4:49.71. 2 A Kelly, Reading, 4:55.64. 3 T Bridge, Wey, 4:56.99. K1BB: 1 R Poole, Leighton
Buzzard, 4:41.52. 2 B Bradshaw, Barking & Dagenham, 4:43.86. 3 S Bennett, Reading, 4:49.42.
K1BA: 1 A Daniels, Reading, 4:29.39. 2 S Hastings, Nottingham, 4:30.68. 3 M Hide, Addlestone,
4:37.39. K1MA: 1 P Wycherley, Wey, 4:14.04. 2 E McKeever, Bradford-on-Avon, 4:17.92.
3 E Cox, Wey, 4:19.44. K1MB: 1 C Sears, Royal, 4:26.93. 2 M Ressel, Exeter, 4:28.37.
3 P Maycock, Exeter, 4:28.41. K1MC: 1 J Needham, Australia, 4:47.71. 2 S Marnell, Runcorn,
4:53.29. 3 D Morton, Westel, 4:58.80. K1MD: 1 A Mason, Nottingham, 5:25.21. 2 S Hicks,
Nottingham, 5:28.56. 3 T McKeever, Bradford-on-Avon, 5:52.62. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine
Syngenta, 6:08.34. 2 S Carter, NE Disability, 6:32.32. 3 D Fenwick, NE Disability, 6:59.07.
K1MVA: 1 M Adams, Bishop’s Stortford, 4:57.71. 2 A Grimwood, Lincoln, 4:59.83. 3 D Sargeant,
Nottingham, 5:01.00. K1MVB: 1 R Lines, Norwich, 5:12.65. 2 G Illidge, Runcorn, 5:22.79. 3 B
Lawrenson, Burton, 5:42.78. C1C: 1 E Poulter, Fladbury, 7:01.76. 2 D Meikle, Fladbury, 7:14.51.
3 R Weir, Banbury, 7:57.77. C1B: 1 K Yurkwich, Royal Leamington Spa, 5:39.49. 2 J Badelek,
Wey, 6:29.37. 3 T Gonzalez, Banbury, 6:35.12. K2GD: 1 Collins/Beardsell, Reading/Cokethorpe
School, 5:21.00. 2 Ferguson/Holmes, Banbury/Worcester, 5:33.57. 3 Byard/Thomas, Leighton
Buzzard, 5:40.56. K2GA: 1 Brown/Sawers, Barking & Dagenham/Elmbridge, 4:49.16.
2 Moran/Moran, Worcester, 4:49.86. 3 Dougall/Walker, Leighton Buzzard, 5:00.66.
K2WA: [1 Train/Lawrence, Olympic, 4:35.44.] 2 Nutt/Spencer, Olympic/Hereford, 4:45.12.
3 Bates/Taylor, Elmbridge, 4:47.93. 4 Dawson/Mason, Olympic, 4:53.50. K2WC: 1
Swallow/Rowlands, Chester, 5:24.47. 2 Hunter/Bee, Norwich, 5:27.74. 3 Swallow/Blakeborough,
Chester, 5:33.05. HB: 1 Childerstone/Haws, Wey, 8:06.00. 2 Ewington/Owen, Leighton Buzzard,
8:13.94. 3 Farrington/Beer, Royal, 8:40.39. HA: 1 Childerstone/Haws, Wey, 6:43.34.
2 Hicks/Baker, Norwich, 6:50.51. 3 Bowley/Bennett, Burton, 7:03.08. K2BD: 1 Beyer/Green,
Addlestone/Barking & Dagenham, 5:20.26. 2 Sealey/Mainprize, Reading, 5:21.46.
3 Simmonds/Atwill, Bradford-on-Avon, 5:22.59. K2BC: 1 Siman/Hobin, Cokethorpe School,
4:43.25. 2 Terry/Childerstone, Maidstone/Westel, 4:45.51. 3 Taylor/Rainey, Chelmsford/Leaside,
4:45.81. K2BB: 1 Pendle/Bradshaw, Norwich/Barking & Dagenham, 4:56.24. 2 Guy/Wood,
Leighton Buzzard/Worcester, 5:00.80. 3 Bridge/Gibson, Wey/Royal, 5:06.55. K2BA: 1
Hastings/Daniels, World Class Start/Nottingham, 4:04.03. 2 Hide/Maurissen, Addlestone/Bradfordon-Avon, 4:17.32. 3 Rutherford/Owen, Elmbridge/Addlestone, 4:20.28. K2MA: 1
Wycherley/Farrell, Wey/Olympic, 3:54.72. 2 Darby-Dowman/Sabberton, Elmbridge/Olympic,
3:57.42. 3 Prestwood/Slater, Gailey, 4:03.97. K2MB: 1 Mayers/Pedlar, Runcorn/Worcester,
4:07.75. 2 Baker/Sears, Nottingham/Royal, 4:11.24. 3 Neale/Kelly, Tonbridge/Kendal, 4:11.62.
K2MC: 1 Marnell/Illidge, Runcorn, 4:47.54. 2 Marton/French, Westel, 5:11.71.
3 Head/Goodchild, Chelmsford/Hereford, 5:17.41. K2P: 1 Carter/Oldham, NE Disability/Pennine
Syngenta, 6:52.00. 2 Gardner/Fenwick, NE Disability, 7:05.89. 3 Broome/Gardner, NE Disability,
8:28.53. K2MVA: 1 Grimwood/Brookes, Lincoln/Runcorn, 4:46.60. 2 Mason/Sargeant,
Nottingham, 4:51.09. 3 Smith/Norman, Cambridge, 5:03.70. K2MVB: 1 Ince/Bainbridge, Kendal,
5:00.18. 2 Oliver/Oliver, Lincoln, 5:03.18. 3 Dodson/Reeves, Addlestone, 5:11.45.
C2B: 1 Dresch/Meikle, Fladbury, 6:28.27. 2 Styan/Poulter, Fladbury, 6:34.42. 3 Weir/Weir,
Banbury, 7:02.54. TC2: 1 Cox/Mead, Lincoln, 8:35.22. 2 Rawlinson/Stone, Banbury, 8:47.14.
K4GD: 1 Reading/Cokethorpe School, 5:18.56. 2 Banbury/Worcester, 5:22.88. 3 Royal, 5:31.19.
K4GA: 1 World Class Start, 4:33.94. 2 World Class Start, 4:52.38. 3 World Class Start, 4:56.83.
K4BD: 1 Addlestone, 4:49.24. 2 Chelmsford, 5:11.76. 3 Leicester, 5:15.68. K4BA: 1 World Class
Start, 3:47.95. 2 World Class Start, 3:52.24. 3 World Class Start, 3:53.93. K4MA: 1 Olympic,
3:29.41. 2 Olympic, 3:29.59. 3 Royal, 3:56.95. K4MVA: 1 Lincoln/Macclesfield, 4:11.77.
2 Worcester, 4:13.41. 3 Burton, 4:30.92. 2.5km: K1GD: 1 L Beardsell, Cokethorpe School,
14:08. 2 L Hussey, Leighton Buzzard, 14:26. 3 E Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 14:52. K1BD: 1 C
Sillitoe, Leighton Buzzard, 13:08. 2 A Jordan, Maidstone, 13:14. 3 T Simmons, Bradford-on-Avon,
13:39. K1BC: 1 T Bridge, Wey, 12:07. 2 D Slight, Leighton Buzzard, 12:08. 3 S Rainey, Leaside,
12:10. K4GU14: 1 Chester, 12. 2 Leighton Buzzard, 12. 3 Reading, 14. 5km: K2WD: 1
Swallow/Blakeborough, Chester, 25:59. 2 Colley/Spencer, Hereford, 26:06. [3 Meikle/Dresch,
Fladbury, 26:28.] K2BU18: 1 Bradshaw/Layng, Barking & Dagenham, 23:22. 2
Hide/Bennett, Addlestone/Reading, 23:24. 3 Pearse/Pearse, Cokethorpe School, 24:12. C2U18: 1
Weir/Weir, Banbury, 14:48. 2 Hall/Poulter, Richmond/Fladbury, 14:58. 3 Dresch/Meikle, Fladbury,
20:11. K2MVA: 1 Grimwood/Brookes, Lincoln, 23:00. 2 Slater/Brewster, Nottingham, 23:01.
3 Marnell/Illidge, Runcorn, 23:02. K2MVB: 1 Holmes/Moran, Worcester, 25:03.
2 Ince/Bainbridge, Tonbridge/Kendal, 25:24. 3 Oliver/Oliver, Lincoln, 27:16. 10km: K1MO: 1 J
Mayers, Runcorn, 47:35. 2 A Kelly, Kendal, 47:46. 3 M Martin, Leighton Buzzard, 50:38.
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European & MacGregor Paddle Inter-Club Regatta
200m: K1WA: 1 A Coulson, Reading, 45.64. 2 S Braithwaite, Nottingham, 46.33. 3 N Taylor,
Elmbridge, 49.29. K1MA: 1 D Pringle, Salmon Leap, 39.45. 2 K Moule, Chelmsford, 40:08.
3 I Lawler, Elmbridge, 40.32. K1P: 1 J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 1:00.87. 2 S Carter, NE
Disability, 1:03.50. 3 A Sheppard, Newark, 1:04.73. C1A: 1 Maucourant, St Laurent Blangy,
45.73. 2 M Lawence, Leighton Buzzard, 46.49. 3 J Train, Fladbury, 46.51. K2WA: 1
Braithwaite/Mason, Nottingham, 4.12. 2 Bates/Taylor, Elmbridge, 46.53. 3 Gillbe/Cawthorn, Wey,
46.68. K2MA: 1 Daniels/Daniels, Reading, 37.67. 2 Moule/Sheppard, Chelmsford, 38.50.
3 Herbent/Love, Royal Leamington Spa, 39.85. K2P: 1 Sheppard/Savage, Newark, 1:03.08.
2 Cotton/Baines, Newark, 1:06.45. 3 Oldham/Carter, NE Disability/Pennine Syngenta, 1:08.24.
K4WA: 1 Nottingham, 43.17. 2 Wey, 44.52. 3 St Laurent Blangy, 44.59. K4MA: 1 Wey, 35.66.
2 Nottingham, 35.91. 3 Reading, 36.29. 500m: K1GD: 1 E Clark, Royal, 2:20.74. 2 L Ferguson,
Banbury, 2:21.77. 3 C Staddon, Royal, 2:22.60. K1GC: 1 K Hall, Richmond, 2:13.28.
2 E Hilderley, Wey, 2:14.80. 3 L Beardsell, Cokethorpe School, 2:15.90. K1GB: 1 J Walker, Royal,
2:04.11. 2 R Cawthorn, Wey, 2:07.25. 3 L Broughton, Richmond, 2:08.51. K1WJE: 1 L Sawers,
Elmbridge, 2:07.40. 2 J Raeckelboom, St Laurent Blangy, 2:09.04. 3 E Dougall, Leighton Buzzard,
2:14.38. K1GA: 1 L Sawers, Elmbridge, 2:04.54. 2 A King, Reading, 2:07.17. 3 L Brown, Barking
& Dagenham, 2:12.00. K1WE: 1 N Taylor, Elmbridge, 2:04.73. 2 E Pecqueur, St Laurent Blangy,
2:18.39. 3 D Matthews, Leighton Buzzard, 2:34.08. K1WA: 1 A Coulson, Reading, 1:58.84.
2 S Braithwaite, Nottingham, 2:04.92. K1WB: 1 N Taylor, Elmbridge, 2:04.96. 2 H Mason,
Nottingham, 2:06.98. 3 K Dawson, Chester, 2:10.20. K1WC: 1 C Rutherford, Elmbridge, 2:14.16.
2 R Bates, Elmbridge, 2:15.14. 3 A Wise, Royal, 2:17.04. K1WD: 1 V Swallow, Chester, 2:24.18.
2 K Wetherall, Richmond, 2:27.45. 3 T Dodds, Royal Leamington Spa, 2:30.68. LgB: 1 J Stannard,
Royal Leamington Spa, 3:12.68. 2 B Killip, Richmond, 3:15.73. 3 B Owen, Addlestone, 3:16.82.
LgA: 1 A Hicks, Norwich, 2:54.92. 2 B Finnis, Royal, 2:54.97. 3 K Jacobs, Addlestone, 2:55.57.
K1BD: 1 J Rawlings, Worcester, 2:06.31. 2 M Gwynn, Westel, 2:10.75. 3 D Bradley, Worcester,
2:14.19. K1BC: 1 M Pleece, Elmbridge, 2:00.53. 2 C Sealey, Reading, 2:02.21. 3 J Ladds,
Nottingham, 2:04.36. K1BB: 1 T Hide, Addlestone, 1:53.60. 2 J Whitaker, Leighton Buzzard,
1:54.03. 3 S White, Leighton Buzzard, 1:56.69. K1MJE: 1 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 1:53.88.
2 B Haynes, Leighton Buzzard, 1:55.65. 3 R Lethosduclos, St Laurent Blangy, 1:58.56.
K1BA: 1 B Maurissen, Bradford-on-Avon, 1:53.72. 2 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 1:54.08. 3 N
Williams, Royal, 1:54.38. K1ME: 1 B Brown, Elmbridge, 1:54.53. 2 R Lethosduclos, St Laurent
Blangy, 1:58.53. 3 M Guy, Leighton Buzzard, 1:59.18. K1MA: 1 T Daniels, Reading, 1:47.29.
2 S Hastings, Nottingham, 1:47.41. 3 K Moule, Chelmsford, 1:49.81. K1MB: 1 D Pringle, Salmon
Leap, 1:49.16. 2 J Sawers, Elmbridge, 1:49.39. 3 I Lawler, Elmbridge, 1:50.74.
K1MC: 1 D Seaford, Reading, 1:57.85. 2 D Coulson, Reading, 1:59.18. 3 R Meyer, Nottingham,
2:00.18. K1MD: 1 A Trickett, Falcon, 1:59.72. 2 C Leahy, Addlestone, 2:01.59. 3 S Hicks,
Nottingham, 2:04.39. K1P: 1 S Carter, NE Disability, 2:51.62. 2 A Sheppard, NE Disability,
2:54.79. 3 B Richardson, Newark, 2:57.90. K1MVA: 1 A Grimwood, Lincoln, 1:59.67. 2 N Garner,
Richmond, 1:59.73. 3 P Brookes, Runcorn, 2:01.47. K1MVB: 1 M Childerstone, Wey, 2:11.92.
2 P Wilkinson, Lincoln, 2:12.42. 3 N Mason, Nottingham, 2:12.52. C1JE: 1 T Simart, St Laurent
Blangy, 2:11.22. 2 R Negus, Elmbridge, 6:05.07. C1C: 1 G Hunt, Fladbury, 2:14.79. 2 D Meikle,
Fladbury, 2:29.20. 3 E Poulter, Fladbury, 2:32.81. C1E: 1 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 2:00.69.
2 M Beugnet, St Laurence Blangy, 2:01.08. 3 R Thomas, Elmbridge, 2:28.00. C1B: 1 M Lawrence,
Leighton Buzzard, 2:04.64. 2 S Train, Fladbury, 2:09.24. 3 T Love, Royal Leamington Spa,
2:10.78. K2GD: 1 Ferguson/Holmes, Banbury/Worcester, 2:16.75. 2 Whysall/Harold, Nottingham,
2:19.62. 3 Reese/Kelly, Hereford/Kendal, 2:19.77. K2WJE: 1 Raeckelboom/Therier, St Laurent
Blangy, 2:00.02. 2 Sawers/O’Callaghan, Elmbridge, 2:06.78. 3 Dougall/Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard,
2:08.73. K2GA: 1 Cawthorn/Hilderley, Wey, 2:02.70. 2 King/Battison, Reading, 2:06.32. 3
Lamph/Godsave, Wey, 2:10.26. K2WE: 1 Bates/Taylor, Elmbridge, 2:00.22. 2 Pecqueur/Ficheux,
St Laurent Blangy, 2:11.23. 3 Matthews/Martin, Leighton Buzzard, 2:26.92. K2WA: 1
Braithwaite/Mason, Nottingham, 1:56.66. 2 Bates/Taylor, Elmbridge, 1:59.24. 3 Hynds/Nutt,
Elmbridge, 2:00.16. K2WC: 1 Gillbe/Gillbe, Wey, 2:01.69. 2 Bates/Rutherford, Elmbridge,
2:02.02. 3 Hunter/Duff, Norwich, 2:04.89. HB: 1 Killip/Stannard, Richmond/Royal Leamington
Spa, 2:42.32. 2 Farrington/Beer, Royal, 2:50.28. 3 Adair/Adair, Worcester, 2:53.53. HA: 1
Brereton/Killip, Richmond, 2:36.20. 2 Wadsworth/Burbidge, Royal, 2:36.37. 3 Jacobs/Owen,
Addlestone, 2:37.43. K2BD: 1 Bradley/Rawlings, Worcester, 2:03.91. 2 Gwynn/Jordan,
Westel/Maidstone, 2:07.90. 3 Dearden/Dearden, Worcester, 2:07.91. K2BC: 1 Pleece/Barber,
Elmbridge, 1:56.92. 2 Hussey/Slight, Leighton Buzzard, 2:00.85. 3 Taylor/Howe, Chelmsford,
2:01.05. K2BB: 1 Lowe/Whitaker, Leighton Buzzard, 1:51.81. 2 Holmes/Wood, Worcester,
1:55.16. 3 Humphries/Gibson, Royal, 1:56.10. K2MJE: 1 Rutherford/Negus, Elmbridge, 1:50.75.
2 Guy/Poole, Leighton Buzzard, 1:51.99. 3 Secleppe/Caron, St Laurent Blangy, 1:59.35. K2BA: 1
Boyton/Williams, Royal, 1:46.84. 2 Negus/Rutherford, Elmbridge, 1:47.33. 3 Ede/Bennett,
Reading, 1:48.95. K2ME: 1 Brown/Lawler, Elmbridge, 1:45.65. 2 Maucourant/Tirtaine, St Laurent
Blangy, 1:50.39. 3 Guy/Dougall, Leighton Buzzard, 1:56.66. K2MA: 1 Brown/Lawler, Elmbridge,
1:40.27. 2 Daniels/Daniels, Reading, 1:41.55. 3 Moule/Cox, Wey/Chelmsford, 1:42.06.
K2MB: 1 Mayers/Sears, Runcorn/Royal, 1:39.61. 2 Lorenzi/Watt, Elmbridge, 1:42.39.
3 Herbent/Love, Royal Leamington Spa, 1:42.42. K2MC/D: 1 Seaford/Wright, Reading, 1:47.11.
2 Trickett/Pederson, Falcon, 1:49.40. 3 Morton/French, Westel/Ealing, 1:52.27. K2P: 1
Oldham/Carter, NE Disability, 2:40.68. 2 Sheppard/Broome, Newark, 2:48.85. 3 Cotton/Baines,
Newark, 2:54.15. K2MVA: 1 Garner/Middlehurst, Richmond, 1:53.94. 2 Philips/Saunders,
Worcester, 1:55.5. 3 Brookes/Illidge, Runcorn, 1:56.01. K2MVB: 1 Hawthorn/Parker, Worcester,
2:02.66. 2 Holmes/Holmes, Worcester, 2:03.66. 3 Ince/Bainbridge, Tonbridge/Kendal, 2:08.03.
C2JE: 1 Lalet/Balembois, St Laurent Blangy, 2:01.55. 2 Thorogood/Thorogood, Elmbridge,
2:15.90. C2C: 1 Hunt/Poulter, Fladbury, 2:09.97. 2 Dresch/Meikle, Fladbury, 2:18.13.
3 Weir/Weir, Banbury, 2:20.70. C2E: 1 Beugnet/Debarge, St Laurent Blangy, 1:58.76.
2 Lawrence/Martin, Leighton Buzzard, 2:11.02. 3 Thomas/Wickens, Elmbridge, 2:49.31. TC2: 1
Green/Green, Barking & Dagenham, 2:55.77. 2 Cox/Mead, Lincoln, 3:01.89. 3 West/Deacon,
Addlestone, 3:17.60. K4GD: 1 Royal, 2:05.03. 2 Nottingham, 2:07.05. 3 2:10.28. K4WJE: 1 St
Laurent Blangy, 1:54.14. 2 Elmbridge, 2:02.59. K4GA/B: 1 Reading, 2:17.53. 2 2:23.45.
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Junior team bronze medals taken
European Championships
The junior men and junior women’s team took the limelight and
established their potential by taking bronze at the European wild water
racing championships in Chalaux, Dijon, France, held on Saturday
23rd July and Sunday 24th July. The European championships were
set over two days; the first race was the sprint distance, over 600 - 700
metres and the second day was the classic race over 6.5km.
The men’s junior team was Jamie Oughton, Ben Oakley (17) and
Daman Davies.
The women’s team consisted of Sandra Hyslop (16), Jessica
Oughton (16) and Olivia Churchill (16).
Junior team manager Jes Oughton said ‘This is a great result for both
the junior teams. The performance at the European championships has
confirmed the team’s ability and they will now be looking forward to
maintaining their position at the forthcoming Junior World
Championships on 28th – 31st July in Vipiteno, Italy.’
Most of the wild water racing team train and make use of the white
water facility at Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham.

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
K1WJ: 11 S Hyslop, GB. 14 O Churchill, GB. 15 J Hyslop, GB. K1MJ: 8 J Oughton, GB.
16 J Oakley, GB. K1WJT: 1 France, 15:08. 2 Ceská, 15:14. 3 GB, 15:54. K1MJT: 1 Belgique,
13:34.53. 2 France, 13:45.03. 3 GB, 14:29.64.

Even the organizers didn’t turn up
Royal Dee WWR
The Royal Dee WWR was advertised for 6th Nov. I turned up
with two others. The supposed organizers, Aberdeen University, were
nowhere to be seen.

Richard Lang

So I went Christmas shopping
Clyde WWR
Jenny Mc decided not to go in the end, owing to lack of anyone
else, I think.
I went over in case anyone came, having looked it up in the
yearbook, but no-one did. I then retired to do Christmas shopping in
the garden centres. The river was at a super level, no rocks showing
and some nice waves. The weather was not as cold as it had been and
no wind. It would have been a good race for someone keen but, alas...

Nigel

Alistair Bayliss emigrating
The WWR race information telephone line is to cease. Alistair
Bayliss, who has run it for over 20 years, is emigrating to France in the
new year.

Hyslops take award
Jennifer and Sandra Hyslop have won the Tynedale Sports Council’s
junior girls’ trophy. They have continued to produce excellent results
in an area which does not have a history of WWR achievement.

CANOEIST January 2006

65

Wild water racing

K4WE: 1 Elmbridge, 1:50.58. 2 St Laurent Blangy, 1:57.79. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 2:11.95. K4W:
1 Nottingham, 1:50.66. 2 Elmbridge, 1:54.76. 3 Wey, 1:58.52. K4BD: 1 Worcester, 1:54.85. 2
Fladbury, 2:00.10. 3 Wey, 2:01.55. K4BB/C: 1 Worcester, 1:45.70. 2 Leighton Buzzard, 1:46.36.
3 Royal, 1:50.35. K4MJE: 1 Elmbridge, 1:42.04. 2 St Laurent Blangy, 1:48.18. 3 Leighton
Buzzard, 1:53.97. K4BA: 1 Addlestone, 1:45.85. 2 Runcorn/Barking & Dagenham, 1:47.47.
3 Leighton Buzzard, 1:48.39. K4ME: 1 Elmbridge, 1:38.48. 2 St Laurent Blangy, 1:40.57.
3 Leighton Buzzard, 1:47.31. K4MA: 1 Elmbridge, 1:33.51. 2 Reading, 1:34.11. 3 Nottingham,
1:37.54. K4MC/D: 1 Reading, 1:44.52. 2 Chelmsford, 1:48.05. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 1:56.47.
K4MVA/B: 1 Richmond, 1:45.36. 2 Lincoln, 1:47.22. 3 Worcester, 1:47.56. C4JE: 1 St Laurent
Blangy, 1:52.70. 2 Elmbridge, 3:23.53. C4C: 1 Fladbury, 2:07.08. 2 Richmond, 2:15.00. 3
Fladbury, 2:37.02. C4E: 1 St Laurent Blangy, 1:55.06. 2 Leighton Buzzard, 2:11.64. 3 Elmbridge,
2:37.12. 1km: K1GD: 1 L Ferguson, Banbury, 4:57.89. 2 E Oxtoby, Leighton Buzzard, 5:00.22.
3 C Staddon, Royal, 5:02.03. K1GC: 1 K Hall, Richmond, 4:39.29. 2 J Swallow, 4:47.28.
3 E Hilderley, Wey, 4:50.34. K1GB: 1 L Broughton, Richmond, 4:22.35. 2 J Walker, Royal,
4:25.66. 3 R Cawthorn, Wey, 4:37.84. K1GA: 1 L Sawers, Elmbridge, 4:20.33. 2 C Spencer,
Hereford, 4:28.79. 3 J Raeckelboom, St Laurent Blangy, 4:30.97. K1WB: 1 N Taylor, Elmbridge,
4:17.11. 2 H Mason, Nottingham, 4:17.77. 3 J Bates, Elmbridge, 4:25.99. K1WC: 1 C Rutherford,
Elmbridge, 4:35.22. 2 R Bates, Elmbridge, 4:41.16. 3 F Hunter, Norwich, 4:41.86. K1WD: 1 V
Swallow, Chester, 4:56.52. 2 T Dodds, Royal Leamington Spa, 5:02.51. 3 K Wetherall, Richmond,
5:02.77. K1BC: 1 M Pleece, Elmbridge, 4:21.31. 2 T Bridge, Wey, 4:23.03. 3 D Barber,
Elmbridge, 4:23.34. K1BB: 1 T Hide, Addlestone, 4:05.51. 2 P Thorogood, Elmbridge, 4:09.80.
3 J Whitaker, Leighton Buzzard, 4:10.44. K1BA: 1 E Rutherford, Elmbridge, 3:54.07. 2 N
Williams, Royal, 3:55.77. 3 M Hide, Addlestone, 3:58.68. K1MA: 1 B Brown, Elmbridge, 3:46.49.
2 T Daniels, Reading, 3:49.03. 3 M Goodall, Elmbridge, 3:49.60. K1MB: 1 J Sawers, Elmbridge,
3:47.93. 2 I Lawler, Elmbridge, 3:50.32. 3 D Pringle, Salmon Leap, 3:55.41. K1MC: 1 D Seaford,
Reading, 4:07.39. 2 R Meyer, Nottingham, 4:13.81. 3 G Carlow, Richmond, 4:16.01. K1MD: 1 A
Trickett, Falcon, 4:19.38. 2 S Hicks, Nottingham, 4:21.65. 3 C Leahy, Addlestone, 4:22.24. K1P: 1
J Oldham, Pennine Syngenta, 5:35.20. 2 S Carter, NE Disability, 5:52.16. 3 A Sheppard, Newark,
5:52.16. K1MVA: 1 M Martin, Leighton Buzzard, 4:16.80. 2 M Swallow, Chester, 4:18.39.
3 T Philips, Worcester, 4:20.46. K1MVB: 1 A Williams, Royal, 4:39.20. 2 N Mason, Nottingham,
4:39.43. 3 N Stonehouse, Richmond, 4:45.07. C1C: 1 G Hunt, Fladbury, 4:51.58. 2 E Poulter,
Fladbury, 5:28.39. 3 J Styan, Fladbury, 5:33.77. C1B: 1 M Lawrence, Leighton Buzzard, 4:20.03.
2 J Train, Fladbury, 4:26.50. 3 S Train, Fladbury, 4:42.06. K2GA: 1 Canel/Morel, St Laurent
Blangy, 4:18.23. 2 Broughton/Hall, Richmond, 4:21.06. 3 Cawthorn/Hilderley, Wey, 4:25.21.
K2WA: 1 Braithwaite/Mason, Nottingham, 3:59.13. 2 Bates/Taylor, Elmbridge, 4:03.40. 3
Hynds/Nutt, Elmbridge, 4:12.05. K2WC: 1 Bates/Rutherford, Elmbridge, 4:18.56. 2 Wise/Walker,
Royal, 4:20.02. 3 Wetherall/Wetherall, Richmond, 4:23.92. HB: 1 Killip/Stannard, Richmond,
5:46.77. 2 Farrington/Beer, Royal, 6:07.67. 3 Matterson/Ewington, Leighton Buzzard, 6:14.87.
HA: 1 Wadsworth/Burbidge, Royal, 5:24.56. 2 Brereton/Killip, Richmond, 5:27.69. 3 Finnis/Finnis,
Royal, 5:28.05. K2BD: 1 Bradley/Rawlins, Worcester, 4:26.33. 2 Dearden/Dearden, Worcester,
4:32.21. 3 Beyer/West, Addlestone, 4:32.33. K2BC: 1 Pleece/Barber, Elmbridge, 3:59.82.
2 Hussey/Slight, Leighton Buzzard, 4:14.08. 3 Ladds/Rowbotham, Nottingham, 4:16.58. K2BB: 1
Holmes/Wood, Worcester, 3:59.44. 2 Thorogood/Thorogood, Elmbridge, 4:02.79. 3 Lang/Sealey,
Reading, 4:03.57. K2BA: 1 Rutherford/Negus, Elmbridge, 3:44.80. 2 Boyton/Williams, Royal,
3:47.08. 3 Hide/Owen, Addlestone, 3:48.03. K2MA: 1 Brown/Lawler, Elmbridge, 3:33.48.
2 Daniels/Daniels, Reading, 3:34.78. 3 Goodall/Baker, Elmbridge, 3:36.79. K2MB: 1
Mayers/Sears, Runcorn/Royal, 3:36.47. 2 Sawers/Watt, Elmbridge, 3:41.11. 3 Baker/Golder,
Nottingham, 3:41.33. K2MC: 1 Seaford/Wright, Reading, 3:49.19. 2 Trickett/Pederson, Falcon,
3:58.27. 3 Thomas/Wickens, Elmbridge, 4:01.72. K2P: 1 Sheppard/Savage, Newark, 5:21.90.
2 Oldham/Carter, NE Disability, 5:23.33. 3 Cotton/Baines, Newark, 5:56.05. K2MVA: 1
Philips/Saunders, Worcester, 4:01.83. 2 Garner/Stonehouse, Richmond, 4:03.12. 3 Brookes/Illidge,
Runcorn, 4:06.83. K2MVB: 1 Parker/Hawthorn, Worcester, 4:10.94. 2 Holmes/Moran, Worcester,
4:15.03. 3 Ince/Bainbridge, Tonbridge/Kendal, 4:18.59. C2B: 1 Train/Train, Fladbury, 4:26.96.
2 Hunt/Styan, Fladbury, 4:50.70. 3 Weir/Weir, Banbury, 5:06.73. TC2: 1 Green/Green, Barking &
Dagenham, 6:05.24. 2 Cox/Mead, Lincoln, 6:07.74. 3 West/Reeves, Addlestone, 6:54.19.
K4GD: 1 Royal, 4:11.57. 2 Nottingham, 4:14.29. 3 Banbury, 4:24.92. K4GA/B: 1 Bishop’s
Stortford/Chelmsford, 4:37.63. 2 Reading, 5:06.77. K4W: 1 Nottingham, 3:45.71. 2 Elmbridge,
3:50.32. 3 Wey, 4:14.61. K4BD: 1 Worcester, 4:04.22. 2 Reading, 4:05.76. 3 Leighton Buzzard,
4:19.35. K4BB/C: 1 Worcester, 3:44.04. 2 Royal, 3:44.10. 3 Leighton Buzzard, 3:48.42.
K4BA: 1 Addlestone, 3:34.74. 2 Barking & Dagenham, 3:38.63. 3 Elmbridge, 3:38.75.
K4MA: 1 Elmbridge, 3:20.65. 2 Nottingham, 3:25.22. 3 Reading, 3:33.97.
K4MC/D: 1 Reading, 3:38.69. 2 Leighton Buzzard, 3:46.37. 3 Chelmsford, 3:55.88.
K4MVA/B: 1 Worcester, 3:43.06. 2 Richmond, 3:43.56. 3 Lincoln, 3:48.32. C4B: 1 St Laurent
Blangy, 3:55.15. 2 Fladbury, 4:16.19. 3 Fladbury, 4:28.53. 2.5km: K1GD: 1 E Oxtoby, Leighton
Buzzard, 14:22. 2 H Gallagher, Nottingham, 14:41. 3 E Harfield, Leighton Buzzard, 14:45. K1GC:
1 13:14. 2 L Godsave, Wey, 16:31, 3 L Beardsell, Cokethorpe School, 17:35. K1BD: 1 A Jordan,
Maidstone, 12:41. 2 T Mainprize, Reading, 12:48. 3 J Sealey, Reading, 12:51. K1BC: 1 J Ladds,
Nottingham, 12:09. 2 M White, Leighton Buzzard, 12:13. 3 C Sillitoe, Leighton Buzzard, 12:14.
HU12: 1 Wadsworth/Burbidge, Royal, 23:53. 2 Finnis/Finnis, Royal, 23:56. 3 Lord/Bennett,
Wokingham, 23:59. K2BC: 1 Pleece/Barber, Elmbridge, 10:58. 2 Hussey/Slight, Leighton Buzzard,
38:38. 3 Sillitoe/White, Leighton Buzzard, 39:42. K4GD: 1 Leighton Buzzard, 12:15. 2 Elmbridge,
12:33. 3 Chelmsford, 13:39. 5km: K1GB: 1 L Broughton, Richmond, 29:55. 2 E Dougall,
Leighton Buzzard, 29:57. 3 F Lamph, Wey, 29:58. K1BB: 1 M Childerstone, Wey, 24:00.
2 P Thorogood, Elmbridge, 24:01. 3 G Rowell, Leaside, 24:06. K1BA: 1 E Rutherford, Elmbridge,
23:23. 2 M Hide, Addlestone, 23:24. 3 S Bennett, Reading, 24:25. K1MB: 1 I Lawler, Elmbridge,
22:21. 2 I Tordoff, Chester, 22:24. 3 J Mayers, Runcorn, 22:26. K2MVB: 1 Bagshaw/Mason,
Nottingham, 24:39. 2 Elston/Bannister, Maidstone, 24:48. 3 Barnes/Schandelmayer, Richmond,
25:35. European Champions: 1 Elmbridge, 349. 2 St Laurent Blangy, 347. 3 Leighton
Buzzard, 258. MacGregor Paddle: 1 Elmbridge, 438. 2 Nottingham, 433. 3 Reading, 432.

Sailing

Both champions and the New York Cup
World Championships
The International Canoe class holds its world championship every
three years with the honour falling to the British Canoe Union in
2005. Weymouth and Portland Sailing Academy, having just received
the 2012 Olympic bid, were keen to show the canoeing world its
fabulous new facilities with racing scheduled on two courses, one
inside the harbour and one in Weymouth Bay. Frank Newton was
joined by Richard Stevens as principle race officers.
After 2 days of scrutineering, which resulted in various sailors having
to find lead to bring their boats to the minimum weight, plus final
preparation in the boat park, the main incident being a collision
between a canoe and a non sailors VW Polo, with the boat coming
out of it unmarked and the car with a large dent in the bonnet and
front wing… (try explaining that to the insurance company) the
competition began in earnest.
The practice race was held in almost non existent wind in Portland
Harbour with Simon Allen leading all the way, followed by Colin
Newman who was subsequently disqualified for being OCS.
Following lunch in very light winds the racing got underway;
massive gains were had from going inshore and Phil Robin, GBR 302,
led at the windward mark, pursued by Manuel Radek, GER 67, and
Alan Powell, GBR 274. Phil was overhauled by Ola Barthelson, SWE
106. The following pack had tacked inshore at the leeward mark with
Mark Goodchild, GBR 265, showing the sign of things to come by
taking the gun, followed by Hayden Virtue, AUS 10, and John Ellis,
GBR 292, with Ola finishing 4th.
Day 2 arrived with clear blue sky and a light northerly wind and,
after postponing, the sea breeze produced a light southwesterly that
enabled the race to start in Portland Harbour. Mark Goodchild led
from start to finish, once again hotly pursued by Hayden Virtue and
John Ellis.
Race 3 was sailed back to back in 11 knots of breeze. Mark
Goodchild again showed his liking for the conditions to record his
third victory. Hayden Virtue slipped down the leading pack to finish
7th, being overtaken by John Ellis to take second, Oliver Moore, USA
210, 3rd and Simon Allen 4th.
Day 3 looked like a repeat of the day before with the start again
postponed. Hayden Virtue, still hungry for the world title, recorded
the win. Simon Allen, starting to show form, finished 2nd and Mark
Goodchild slipped to 3rd. Race 5 was sailed back to back with the
wind building slightly to allow even the heavier sailors to hike from
the ends of their sliding seats. Simon Allen led at the first mark but was
overhauled by Mark Goodchild who rounded the first mark 3rd with
John Ellis. These two boats had a close tussle throughout the race but
by the finish Mark had built up a commanding lead and was starting to
look like the favourite to take the worlds title at the halfway stage.
Simon Allen finished 3rd with Colin Newman showing good speed in
the lighter conditions to take 4th. The challenge from the Australians
started to wane as Hayden Virtue was OCS, blowing his only discard.
The continuing high pressure weather system resulted in the fourth
day of brilliant blue skies and a gentle gradient northerly breeze,
competing with the sea breeze, making life difficult for the race officer.
The ICs sailed to Weymouth Bay in search of steadier winds and
Race 6 eventually got away in a very light northerly breeze. Ola
Barthelson led at the first mark, followed by Hayden Virtue. By the
leeward mark Phil Robin had moved up the fleet to 3rd and these
positions were maintained to the finish in an ever decreasing breeze
that finally swung through 180 degrees about 100m from the finish as
the sea breeze established dominance.
Nearly 2 hours went by as the wind oscillated; Race 7 was started,
to be abandoned after one lap as the fleet became becalmed as the sea
breeze kicked in once more. At least it maintained sufficient strength
for the sailors to hike off the end of their sliding seats for the long sail
back to Portland.
3 races were scheduled to catch up with the programme on Day 5.
Fortunately the sea breeze had established itself early and gradually
built during the day. Race 7 started in a gentle wind with Colin
Newman reaching the windward mark first, followed by Frido Beers
in GER 64. As the race progressed, Simon Allen and Mark Goodchild
took control to finish in that order followed by Colin Newman and
Ola Barthelson in 4th.
Only a disaster could now prevent Mark from winning his first
world championship with 2 races to go. Race 8 saw his intent,
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establishing an early lead that he kept to the finish, fighting off John
Ellis who showed blistering boat speed in the increasing wind, Oliver
Moore, USA 210, taking 3rd and fellow American Karl Wittnebel 4th.
By the start of the last race, the sea breeze had built to a steady 15
knots, allowing end of the sliding seat racing. Oliver Moore led at the
first mark from Phil Robin and Hayden Virtue. Oliver and Phil
swapped positions on the reaches and back again up the next beat,
with Oliver sailing into an unassailable lead following a capsize by Phil
during a tack. They maintained these positions to the finish with John
Ellis climbing through the fleet to take 3rd and 2nd overall in the
championship. With the championship already secure and no doubt
somewhat relaxed, Mark Goodchild sailed to 8th place, his worst
position of the week.
The championship was characterized by light winds and bright blue
skies, with a stronger wind only kicking in for the last race. After
American domination at the previous world championship held in
2002 in Rhode Island, the UK team gained sweet revenge by taking
gold, silver and bronze medals. Mark Goodchild was the convincing
winner, followed by John Ellis and Simon Allen (who won the bronze
medal on a tiebreak from American Oliver Moore).
The practice race was the only race to be held side by side with the
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Capsizes by Oliver and Robin at the windwa

ICs in the harbour. Robin Wood, GBR 284, stamped his authority
very quickly. Robin elected to retire at the end of lap one and,
possibly fearing the same omen, Anders Petersson, USA 233, followed
his lead, handing first place to Alisdair James.
The ACs enjoyed the shorter trip out to the harbour race area were
the light winds caught out many of the established stars. Rob Michael,
GBR 300, got away cleanly to lead at the windward mark, followed
by Anders. The positions reversed at the end of the second lap were
Anders misheard the shorten course signals, setting off on a third lap.
Rob followed but quickly returned when he spied local Ben Evans,
GBR 252, stand on to snatch victory from Rob and Paul Patrick,
GBR 289, slipping across the line ahead of a fast returning Anders. Past
world champion Robin Wood could only manage 11th, having pulled
steadily through the fleet from his last place start. Further down the
fleet Phil Allen, GBR 296, rode a 60 degree shift to ghost past six
boats in the space of ten boat lengths to claim 19th.
Day 2 had the RFA manœuvring in the harbour, forcing the ACs
out into the bay. The southwesterly sea breeze grew to a force 3 - 4,
the eager fleet pushed the line, forcing Frank Newton to recall them.
The next start caught Robin Wood OCS and only a Ben Ainslie style
fight back could give him any chance of a medal. The beat favoured
staying left in the circular tidal flow. Peter Barr, GBR 255, used this
expertly and picked up 3rd behind Anders Petersson and Alistair James.
Races 3 and 4 were sailed back to back. Anders Petersson was
masterful in these conditions, leading Robin Wood home in both

races. Alisdair James recorded mediocre results in what has become a
very mature fleet, storing a 12th in Race Four. Paul Patrick started to
find his feet with two 3rd places.
Day 3 had the ACs out in the bay again in almost identical
conditions. Race 5 saw Robin Wood set about the job in had, scoring
his first bullet with Alisdair James getting in the mix in 2nd to keep the
championship alive. This time it was Richard Oswald, GBR 282, who
suffered at the cruel hand of the I flag, adjudged OCS. Anders
Petersson hit straight back, wining Race 6.
Day 4 had the fleets revert to the opposite race courses; the ICs
seemed very happy to go out in the bay even though it would take
them 5 hours to finish one race, leaving the ACs the short sail in the
harbour. It’s funny how fate plays its hand, letting the ACs get in two
races in the light breezes. Alisdair James won Race 7 followed home
by Robin Wood and Anders Petersson. Life was starting to look better
for Robin Wood as Alisdair James followed him home in Race 8,
spoiling the party for the American.
Day 5 and again the ACs switched back to the bay course with the
sea breeze building nicely up to 15 knots. Anders Petersson nailed
another 1st but Robin Wood was close behind in 2nd. The
championship would go down to the wire. Robin Wood had to win
and Anders had to finish worse than 2nd. Robin Wood dually took
the gun in Race 10, followed by Stephen Bowen, GBR 290, Rob
Michael, GBR 300, and Tobias Kunz, GER 73, leaving Anders with a
5th and trailing Robin Wood by one point.

ard mark were to prove decisive in determining the outcome of the New York Cup challenge in Portland Harbour.
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IC Class photographs

The start of the second race in the New York Challenge series.

Oliver Moore, one of the US challengers, fastest in the conditions.

Simon Allen defending for GB.
The UK team received a challenge from USA for the New York
Cup, a team race with 3 boats in each side. This trophy, a
magnificent silver jug, was first won by the USA in 1886 and is the
oldest international yachting trophy after the America’s Cup. The
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cup is awarded for the best of
3 short races comprising a
sausage - triangle - sausage
course.
The young American team
were put under some pressure
during prestart manœuvres
and, in the 18 knot wind, two
American boats capsized,
enabling the UK team to get a
clean getaway to lead the race
from start to finish with Mark
Goodchild taking the gun
followed by Phil Robin and
Simon Allen.
Race 2 saw a close start with
American sailor Oliver Moore,
probably the fastest sailor in
the conditions, being sailed to
the left hand side of the course
and beyond the layline by Phil
Robin, which allowed team
mate Simon Allen to lead at
the first mark. Oliver rounded
the leeward mark just after
Simon, who kept a close cover
on him up the next beat. The
race was effectively decided at
the windward mark when Phil
Robin just crossed Oliver on
port tack approaching the
mark. Oliver had to put in a
tack to make the mark and, in
his
haste,
capsized,
immediately followed by Phil
capsizing as he fell out of the
boat as he tacked for the mark.
This allowed Mark Goodchild
to sail into 2nd place and
although American Karl
Wittnebel pushed hard he was
unable to challenge and was
overtaken by Phil before the
finish, giving another 1, 2, 3
to the UK. With two races
won, the cup has been
defended by the UK until the
next challenge, which will
take place at the next world
championship to be held in
Melbourne, Australia, in 2008.
Albert Woods, the vice
chairman of the International
Canoe Federation, presented
the medals.
The International Canoe has
once again proved that
physical size has very little
bearing on the results.
Skippers ranged from twelve
to seventy three years with
weights from 60 to 125kg,
heights from 5 feet to 6 foot 3
inches. So effective is the
sliding seat and U shaped hull
sections at carrying different
statures that in one light wind
race crew weight differed by
over 40kg between the first
two boats, finishing a few
yards apart.

Andy Biden
AC: 1 R Wood, GB, 13. 2 A Petersson, USA, 14. 3 A James, GB, 32. 4 P Patrick, GB, 44.
5 C Brown, GB, 48. 6 R Bell, GB, 48. 7 S Bowen, GB, 53. 8 G Caldwell, GB, 63. 9 M Rowe, GB, 71.
10 R Michael, GB, 72. IC: 1 M Goodchild, GB, 14. 2 J Ellis, GB, 24. 3 S Allen, GB, 38. 5 P Robin,
GB, 41. 9 C Newman, GB, 78. 10 A Powell, GB, 81.
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Colin Brown, a new convert to the AC.

Wood and Goodchild back in control
Nationals Regatta
Three brand new canoes, yet to kiss the water, were among the
twenty one entries for the International Canoe national championships
at Dale YC from 11th to 14th June, prototyping a new course layout
with the standard ICs starting their triangle and sausage course on port
side of the committee board and the asymmetric boats starting their
separate windward/leeward course on the other side of the committee
boat five minutes later.
The first race saw a light southwesterly fade to nothing in the middle
of the race, to be replaced by a northerly which remained for the
second race. Simon Allen and Mark Goodchild won the IC races with
Robin Wood posting two 1sts in the ACs.
Sunday saw the northerly at force 4 and lots of thrills and a few spills
were experienced. In the ACs Peter Conway in the oldest boat in the
fleet led up the first beat, only to round the ICs windward mark,
closely followed by Phil Allen! Rob Michael claimed a victory in his
beautiful but menacing looking new AC from Wood and Steve
Bowen. Simon Allen led a clean sweep for the day in the ICs.
By Monday the winds had gone round to the west at force 4 for the

short race. Goodchild won in the ICs. Steve Bowen won the ACs.
After lunch, race officer John Webber set a varied fifteen mile race
around Milford Haven, its islands and forts, and then out to sea for
some very historic trophies. This race tends to bring out the
Corinthian spirit which was thoroughly enjoyed by all the
competitors. After a mass start all the boats set off up a short beat back
in to Dale, the fleet turned the windward mark and the ACs hoisted
their kites and cleared off down a three mile run to Thorn Island.
Wood raised his game to take the hard fought win from Bowen, to
take home the Murphy Howard Cup (cast from the keel of Columbia,
defender of the 1899 Americas Cup) in the long distance AC race.
Michael had a ding dong battle with Phil Allen to just take 3rd after
over two hours on the course. Goodchild crossed the club line
finishing 5th to win the Sailing Challenge Cup for the first IC home.
The final day saw a steadier force 3, much to the relief of many tired
limbs. Goodchild took two more victories to edge out Simon Allen by
one point to regain the IC championship. Wood took two more
bullets to claim the AC crown.
Dale YC provided excellent facilities and a friendly race team and

The national championships course off Dale in Pembrokeshire.
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Simon Allen chases Mark Goodchild.
Mark Goodchild, national IC champion again.

Robin Wood takes the AC title.

Dale YC photographs

Unexpectedly good performances

Ideal sailing conditions at Dale.
staff, all in a picture postcard village. With plenty of wind and good
sunshine the IC fleet must have thought they were in heaven.

Andy Biden
AC: 1 R Wood, Saundersfoot, 9. 2 P Allen, Hayling Island, 24. 3 S Bowen, Aberaeron, 28.
IC: 1 M Goodchild, Medway, 11. 2 S Allen, Hayling Island, 12. 3 C Newman, Draycote Water, 28.
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Hickling Broad Regatta
How did he do it? Not only was the co-operation with our hosts,
Hickling Broad Sailing Club, smooth and very friendly, but Mr Thorn
also succeeded in furnishing the OCSG with terrific weather. The sun
shone and the wind blew constantly, force 1-3. He had experienced a
sleepless night or two when it looked as if we’d have to camp away
from the water but, as it was, we were next to the club and its
facilities. Well done, Dave.
On arriving on Friday afternoon I was directed to the club carpark
from where I trolleyed my canoe the 300 yds to the grassy area by the
clubhouse and next to a wooden slip which made launching quite
easy. Then, following the signs erected by the said organizer, I found
the campsite, a simple meadow near the club. We could use its
facilities but there was also a very clean public toilet and washplace
halfway between the two.
After I’d said hello to Walter and Joyce Green and the Thoms I got
straight out onto the sparkling broad, about 3/4 mile long with various
bays and creeks and surrounded by reeds swaying in the wind. A chap
at the club told me that it was 6 ft I deep in the marked channel and
no more than 3 ft elsewhere. After a couple of hours’ joyous sailing
and exploring I found that other members were arriving, usually at the
end of a good few hours’ drive.
We welcomed Terry Burton from Surrey(?), a newcomer to canoe
sailing who seemed to relish a return to camping after an interlude of
some decades. He had a Tyrone Currie Carrick with outriggers which
he was just getting used to. Dave Thorn, too, was adapting to a new
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lug ketch rigged strip planked Solway Dory craft with his trademark
yellow sails. He seemed pleased.
The other innovation turned out to be Nigel Cross’ bowsprit. He’d
forgotten his normal jib and borrowed one (from Keith Morris, I think)
which necessitated a bowsprit. Where to find one? From the hedge, of
course! Armed with a tiny saw, Nigel selected a suitable branch with
crook and Bob was the proverbial uncle. On Saturday’s trip, however,
it looked more like a battering ram as he bore down on me in the
narrow channel to Horsey Mere. On Saturday we decided to explore
the channel leading to the next broad, from which a further channel
leads to Horsey Mere. The new procedure, whereby we sign out and
are encouraged to buddy up for a trip, seems to promote a more
collective, even more sociable atmosphere on such days and what a day
it was, the best the OCSG can offer! We beat up the broad. (Permit me
a digression at this point, especially if this report should come into the
hands of an American reader, for whom the word broad does not
usually signify a stretch of East Anglian water. We are not talking abuse
here.) And then up a narrow channel with some boats moored and
others, including those cabin cruisers with enormous gaff mainsails,
running before the wind straight towards us. It was interesting,
demanding sailing. We drew many curious, often appreciative looks.
The water opened out. We saw the opening of the mile long cut to
Horsey Mere to port and now realized why perhaps few canoe sailors
are to be found on the Broads. Whilst the wind continued to blow over
the tops of the reeds, our sails were not high enough to catch it so we
paddled, hoping to see the mere round every next bend. When we did
finally reach it we enjoyed a close reach over the half mile to a short
channel which ends at a fine windmill. We moored, paid £2 to the
joking but assiduous employee of the Hawsey (sic) estate and made for
the small café for lunch. I then realized that we were above the level of
the surrounding land, the windmill having been used to pump the
water out of it and into the channel. An electric pump now performs
this function.
Our 13 craft fleet bore 18 navigators including 2 Thoms, 2 Kellys, 3
Greens and 2 Poskitts in 4 canoes. Three Men in a Boat had nothing on
this, despite a few sore bottoms unused to lengthy sitting in narrow
boats. Perhaps the ladies concerned need more practice.
Our hope that the wind wouldn’t change direction for the return was
fulfilled. We broad reached across the mere and managed to negotiate
the cut with barely a paddle stroke. I found it strange to see the top of a
large sail moving above the reeds like the detached head of a dinosaur
before the full vessel swung into view round a bend, approaching at
some speed, its long boom suspended across the water. Once back onto
wider water we turned and ran back down the channel into Hickling
Broad and so to the dub. I’d been out for 6 hours, beating, reaching,
running and paddling and lounging. I think everyone else shared my
sense of great satisfaction and then to the pub.
Most of us breakfasted in the clubhouse on Sunday as the club had
opened its galley early specially for us. They had also made special plans
for us to take part in their racing programme. Over the day four races
were planned. In each race each boat tried to go round the course as
many times as possible within 45 minutes. At the end of 45 mins we
had then to complete the lap on which were and this extra time was
added on to the 45 mins. Each race was to have three classes, all
comers, 3 mins later juniors and 3 mins after them our canoes, at least,
that’s how I thought it worked but the results suggest otherwise. We
decided that the first race only would count as a ranking race as we
weren’t sure that members would want to stay on any longer in view of
a long journey home. Dave Thorn was invited into the officials’ gallery
to observe and help identify any OCSGers who didn’t sport sail
numbers (ahem). The attitude of the officials was relaxed and friendly;
they wanted us to enjoy ourselves.
The wind weakened as we got off to a gentle start; a close reach, a
beat to the far end of the broad, a run and a broad reach followed by a
short close reach to the line provided us with a varied sail. Shortly after
the start I was puzzled to see Steve Robinson fall behind me; he’d
collided with Dave Stubbs and a speedy on the water appeal to Keith
meant he had to do a 720 degree turn. The Norfolk punts fair shot
round the course; there were Lasers and various other dinghies. For the
OCSG the high point came when Renate Woudhuysen, sailing alone
in her new boat for perhaps only the third time, crossed the line in 8th
position. The cheer from the bank was loud and clear to me trailing
some minutes in her wake. To say she was beaming hardly does her
broad grin justice!
The second race was held in a brisker breeze, as the times indicate,
and most of us were starting to pack up as the third began.
When times had been studied by the club officials it was reckoned

that our canoes could be considered in the same class as Toppers, P
Number 1,290 (for handicapping and suchlike). Members of the sailing
club had not expected our craft to perform half as well as we did,
especially to windward.
They were also impressed with the standard of workmanship and
equipment. I suspect that other sailors who saw us reacted similarly,
judging by their looks and comments.
For me it was a great experience to sail in completely new
surroundings amongst types of craft that I had only previously seen in
photos in magazines.
Only with canoes can one so easily enjoy such variety, in the
Lakeland hills one month, in the flat fens the next.
The only disappointment was the lack of members from the
Midlands and southeast. I think that all but two members had taken at
least 4 hours to drive there. We decided that we would accept the kind
invitation of the Hickling Broad Sailing Club to return next year and
will then see whether the takeup from the Midlands and southeast is
better. Perhaps the fact that the camping issue was only resolved a
month or two before the event meant attendance was lower than
expected but this is not to take anything away from the efforts of Dave
Thorn, whose project this was. He deserves every praise for organizing
the meet. I am sure that his attitude contributed to the warm reception
we received at the sailing club. Now we have established that camping
and sailing are good and inexpensive (I paid £14 for 2 days’ camping
and launching) at Hickling we will be able to confidently sing its praises
next year.
On the benefits of racing, Renate’s success in the first race set me
thinking. Only through racing could she have achieved the satisfaction
so evident on her face. She was able to compare her sailing with that of
her fellow sailors, all more experienced than she, in the same conditions
over the same course. This test clearly showed, most importantly, to
her, that she can really sail. Those who have little time for racing, take
note!

Roy Bonner
OC: R1: 1 D Stubbs, 30:36. 2 S Robinson, 32:20. 3 D Poskitt, 33:20. R2: 1 D Stubbs, 24:45.
2 S Robinson, 25:11. 3 D Poskitt, 25:35.

Ancient mariners and new

Lakes Classic Regatta
This is the fourth year in succession in which we’ve had fine
weather at Ullswater, providing good to boisterous sailing. I counted
17 sailing canoes on the grassy shore as well as a couple of paddling
craft. It’s a wonderful venue, as I’ve written before, and anyone who
hasn’t yet been there should really give it a try. The facilities of the
Ullswater Yacht Club are superb, the lake a big area of water to
explore, the surroundings beautiful and the organization by John and
Janet Eyles excellent. In the midst of such a big, bustling sailing club
the meet acquires a special atmosphere. Sitting on the balcony sipping
one’s drink in the sun, one can enjoy a view of great sailing variety.
A few of us launched on Friday afternoon in gusty conditions but,
with a reef in, I enjoyed myself in the sunshine. That evening and the
following morning the camping area filled up. One of the first points
of interest was Jeff Broome’s new boat which won second prize in the
constructor’s competition at the boat exhibition at Beale Park this year.
Made of tortured ply, it has a transom stem, an off centreboard and
built in buoyancy fore, aft and at the sides and carries a Bermudan rig.
Jeff really is to be congratulated at his achievement. Furthermore, it
seems to sail well. We welcomed Tony Bloor, a member of long
standing who hasn’t attended a meet for some years, and Robin
Coleman (whom I haven’t met before) and partner Clare from
Aberdeen, who was taking a delivery of an Osprey outrigger from
Solway Dory. I saw Alison Eyre’s 18’ Grumman for the first time fitted
out stylishly by Steve Robinson for sailing but, owing to a broken
thumb, she was unable to sail it herself. Steve Robinson, however, told
me that it performs well.
Alison did manage to sail, together with her friend, I’m glad to say,
and Keith and Caro (I don’t know surnames) made their first
acquaintance with their Solway Dory GRP 16’ Avocet, Bermudan
ketchrigged with built in side tanks. Amid such variety one can hardly
speak of an OCSG class and we’re all the better for it, I think.
With a westerly wind, most of the sailing up and down the lake
involved reaching although, as usual, in the southern reaches the
enclosing hills made for some variety of wind direction. OCSG sailors
in various groups covered the whole lake from Pooley Bridge in the
north to Glenridding in the south.
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Meals were taken in cafés and on beaches, great fun. It was good to
see Dave Thorn gaining confidence in his new boat and Penny Oakley
said that it was the best day’s sailing she’s ever had. As is the custom
here, we ate a tasty communal meal in the evening after an EGM.
The fine wind had disappeared on Sunday morning.
Race briefing was postponed then the leaves on the bushes stirred.
John Eyles said that if the leaders hadn’t reached the finishing line on
the first lap within one hour, the second lap would be dispensed with.
It was. Patience, they say, is a virtue. The virtuous persisted, the
sinners retired, I amongst them. I mean, 300 yards in half an hour, as
idle as a painted ship upon a painted ocean. How did they stick it out
in the hot sun? Mind you, if I’d been in or near the lead the incentive
might have been greater but I wasn’t, not by a long chalk. Anyway, it
was close hauled to the first mark and a close reach to the second, by
which time a fair breeze sprang up, and a jolly run to the line. Keith
Morris in his Mad River Explorer, concentrating like everyone else,
had been at the front for most of the course but Dave Stubbs and
Tyrone Currie just edged it on the final reach. Outrigger canoes don’t
like this sort of wind, as Steve Robinson’s position shows, although
Malcolm Cox, in his 16’ stretched Little Pete with short outriggers,
was only 4th. Dave Thorn’s 5th position brought a wide smile to his
face, too.
We ran a shorter race in the afternoon with a more usual lively
Ullswater wind. A notable feature was the heavy traffic on the lake.
The UYC had started a race shortly before with Lasers, 49ers etc
whizzing past, into which loomed one of the steamers! In our
cockleshells we felt rather vulnerable. Most of us gave the bigger boys
plenty of room although one mustn’t forget that they treat us as other
sailing boats, giving and demanding right of way as appropriate. It can
be nerveracking! Jeff Broome did better this time and Dave Thorn
must learn how to cross the line properly. Keith’s explanation
involving an imaginary line trailed in one’s wake proved too complex
for him but Dave will have to master this now he’s got a faster boat
and is pressing for racing honours.
John and Janet officiated with their usual calm but pointed out that
those members without sail numbers are a problem for the timekeepers! We
have noted who you are!
Presentations were made and we reluctantly packed up and left.
Many thanks to John and Janet.

Roy Bonner
OC: R1: 1 D Stubbs, 1:37:39. 2 T Currie, 1:38:18. 3 K Morris, 1:38:26. R2: 1 S Robinson, 22:06.
2 D Stubbs, 22:19. 3 T Currie, 23:51.

Racing with camping kit

Adventures on Loch Sunart
As the campsite at Ardlui was new to us it seemed like a good idea
for me to get there a day early to check out the lie of the land. When I
arrived it was with some horror that I discovered that the pleasant
grassy camping field next to the lake, the one which had been
recommended to me, was now the home of three shiny new chalets.
Yes, the holiday park still accommodated tents but in a muddy
compound surrounded by six foot barbed wire. To make matters
worse, Colditz, as we nicknamed it, was bordered by a main road, a
railway line and a sizeable rubbish dump.
I knew that this was the only campsite on Loch Lomond that was
not booked up (hmm, a clue there, perhaps) so moving elsewhere on
the loch was not an option. A quick dash over to Loch Tay uncovered
a suitable campsite but uninspiring sailing so that left one possible
option, Loch Sunart, and what an option it was.
Dave Stubbs had kindly agreed to get out his membership list and
start informing people of the change of venue. I am aware that a
couple of people decided not to go because the meet was no longer on
Loch Lomond and to these people I offer my apologies.
When we arrived at Loch Sunart, winds were light and this tempted
Jeff and Ellen Broome to try capsizing their new decked canoe. Their
performance was startling, to say the least. Tandem and solo, with and
without the rig, they tried several different types of self rescue and
performed them all flawlessly. Each time the boat came up completely
dry and they scrambled in, seemingly without any difficulty.
By this time Dave Stubbs and Tyrone had arrived. Dave had
brought with him the latest hull designed by Solway Dory, a 14’
glassfibre Curlew. Despite its ordinary North American style
appearance, the handling of this little boat was anything but
conventional. After a quick sail in the boat I discovered that she was as
easy to sail and to tack as any dinghy.
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Sunday was the main day we had outlined for racing. As we
emerged from our tents it was clear that, despite the high pressure
forecast, we were in for a very wet and windy day. The wind soon fell
into a pattern of dying down to a force 3 just before the start of a race
and then picking up to a force 4 - 5 just as the race began. In between
races we retired to the luxurious comfort of the new group tent. The
new tent is a 15’ diameter Vango Dome tent designed as a group
meeting shelter. As the racing drew to a close the tent really proved its
worth as we enthusiastically talked of the day’s adventures inside while,
outside, the winds picked up to a force 6. Admittedly, we had taken
the precaution of guying the tent to Jeff’s van at this point.
On Monday we were all keen to go on a camping trip to Loch
Teacuis but this a gave us something of a problem because only 3 of
the 4 scheduled races had been held. A compromise was quickly
found. The keen racers would hold their race on the way to the
campsite. Much comment was passed on the possibility of not packing
luxuries such as tents and stoves in an attempt to gain an advantage in
the race but, fortunately, the poor weather forecast and midges
dissuaded us from taking things that seriously.
Force 5 winds from behind us ensured that the trip back from Loch
Teacuis was as adrenalin filled as the racing had been. Despite the
heavy weather the journey down the loch passed without incident
other than the excitement of surfing on some waves. As we made our
way through the stormy conditions back to the car I was comforted by
the knowledge that all four of us who were out testing our mettle on
the loch that day had carried out recent and successful self rescue
practices.

Steve Robinson
1: 1 S Robinson. 2 J Broome. 2: 1 S Robinson. 2 D Stubbs. 3 J Broome. 3: 1 S Robinson.
2 D Stubbs. 3 J Broome. O/A - 4 Nations Cup: 1 S Robinson. 2 J Broome. D Stubbs. Dan
Dénéréaz Trophy: 1 S Robinson. 2 T Currie.

Robinson pushed hard

Rutland Water Regatta
On Friday, Walter, with Joyce, Jim and I, paddled and drifted in sun
and very light airs to Normanton church on the south shore and then
to the near by fishing lodge where a fuddle in the shop revealed some
comfy foam seat pads. These were immediately tested on the café
balcony as we treated ourselves to fruited buns. As we sailed back in
the sun on a marginal breeze a few strokes were needed and a sail was
spied. Under the sail was Eddie, who had read where we had gone
from the safety notice on the beach and followed us.
After tea the trees started to wave a bit and Eddie and I set off for
the western boundary of the sailing zone. My new sail, the biggest jib
possible without a bowsprit, filled well and I kept up downwind.
Eddie found the water tower’s wind shadow and then, in a failing
breeze, we tacked back to find Oliver getting a lesson from Dave as
the wind and light failed completely.
Saturday was a rainy day with some very variable winds. My new
pads for sitting out on the side of my kayak proved much more
uncomfortable than the bare deck and coaming.
There were a few trips out and reports of stronger winds in the
southwest arm of the water where 34 Lasers raced. This was confirmed
when a rescue boat delivered a wet Oliver alone to our campsite.
Jan, with him at the time, later said her rig was not right for sailing
with crew.
The new club meeting tent was admired and used for a committee
meeting. Be warned, though; everything seems orange when you leave
it!
Sunday was dull with good sailing winds and no rain, two lovely
races, the first of which ended in a very close finish and the second
with a paddled leg which also had the placings continually changing,
overall a good meeting though I got fed up with that woman on the
Tannoy hectoring the triathlon competitors. We will avoid them next
year. Also, a chap came from Bedford to see us after getting details at
the NEC show.
Bernard’s widow, Angela, arrived, feeling somewhat nervous at
meeting us all. It was a difficult and tearful time for her but she said it
had helped her to meet once more friends and sailing companions of
Bernard’s.
Her son, Chris, and his daughter, Marie, were there as well. Marie
wanted to sail her grandfather’s boat, Water Gypsy, and, along with dad
Chris as passenger, sailed off in fine style.
Bernard would have been proud of her.

Nigel Cross with Walter Green
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Mobile Adventure Trophy: 1 S Robinson, 1:03:08. 2 D Stubbs, 1:04:15. 3 C O’Connor,
1:09:35. Soar Valley Sail & Paddle Race: 1 S Robinson, 18:05. 2 D Stubbs, 18:06.
3 K Morris, 18:56.

Poskitt tactical error in fluky winds
Autumn Meet
The forecast was very iffy for the weekend but Saturday dawned
with only the threat of the odd shower. Walter and Nigel were out on
the water early as they had spent the Friday night at Lakeside but other
people were slow to arrive. By late morning things were looking much
better with about 13 boats on the water and the best course of action,
given the fluky winds, was decided to be a trip to the café at Fellfoot.
There was quite a prolonged shower on the way down and the wind
varied from strong gusts to flat calm. It also boxed the compass on
more than one occasion. However, no-one seemed to mind once
afloat and headed for soup, tea and cakes. The return to Lakeside was
made in even lighter winds and only a few people stayed out on the
water. The rest were a bit tired of alternately beating, running or lying
becalmed whilst still pointing in the same direction. They retired to
the capacious dining room for a brew and a chat before the committee
meeting in the early evening.
Sunday was race day and, as has been the case a few times this year,
it started calmly and quietly with virtually no wind. A soft grey cloud
covered the tranquil scene.
However, by 10.00 it had picked up a bit and, with the briefing set
for 10.30, things were looking promising. There was also a hint of
sunshine! Come 10.30, the wind was still very light but, ever hopeful,
a course was set. This was to go south down the lake to the 6 kts buoy
about 1 mile from Lakeside, back up through the start line and then
north to the sampling station buoy about 1.5 miles north before
recrossing the start line to finish.
Eight boats signed up for the race with the rest of the group opting
for an island hopping cruise to Bowness. There was a slight breeze at
11.00 and the race started with a beat over the line. Dave S was off to
a good start, closely followed by Dave P and Jeff.
There was only one multihull in the race, Steve, and this was seen to
be doing strange things well behind the start line even after most of the
race fleet had crossed it. It later transpired that Steve had collided with
Jan and, it being his fault, he had done a 720 degree turn as a self
imposed penalty, very noble!
Just after the start the wind died again and it looked as if the policy
of terminating the race after the first loop if the leaders were not
through in less than an hour would have to be implemented.
However, Dave P led the race through after 54 minutes so it was all go
for the next loop to the north. Dave S was 48 secs off the lead and Jeff
was 80 sees behind him. Jan brought up the rear with Steve beginning
to make up lost ground.
It was basically a run to the northern mark and Dave P increased his
lead on Dave S, rounding the mark well in front. The wind appeared
to be behaving itself at last but, of course, it was only fooling us and
turned fluky again on the final leg back to Lakeside. Dave P made a
tactical error which allowed Dave S to edge ahead at the line and also
Jeff almost pipped him for 2nd place. Steve made a storming finish to
just beat Jan, who had caught up a lot of time on the last leg. After
such a long race it was remarkable how little time separated first and
last.
Just to prove how fickle the wind could be, the boats were on a
dead run as they crossed the finish line. An hour earlier they had
crossed it in the opposite direction also on a run!
There was no enthusiasm for a second race and, as the sun came, out
a leisurely lunch was taken followed by yet another trip to Fellfoot for
afternoon tea, a perfect end to the weekend.
I rather like a good race in windy conditions; it tests your mettle,
boat and rigging but in calm conditions, with butterflies passing you, it
hardly seems that race is the right word. Rigor mortis would be more
applicable.
Let the wind take you whither it will and paddle whither it won’t!
Windermere is a lovely lake and I fancied visiting some of the little
islands. Four others decided to do the same. The group was made up
of John Shuttleworth in his rustic single outrigger, Nigel in his single
outrigger kayak, Dave Thorn in the monohull ketch rig with the
golden sails, new member Andy in his Balloch rigged Klepper Long
Haul and myself in a double outrigger ketch rig.
After the racers set off south, the cruising group set off north. The
sailing was slow and pleasant and then, to add to the views and chatter,
we met the little steamboats on their way to their rally and we drifted

over to meet them with many a wave and tooting on the steam
whistles, very civilized and friendly, the lake almost stepped back in
time to the halcyon Victorian days of steam and sail. At this point we
were looking for our first island, Silver Holme. This was no more than
a rock with some small trees and not easy to land on so we pulled our
boats up on the mossy shore of Grubbins Point and had the first brew
of the trip.
As we sipped our tea and examined this spit of land the racers were
approaching the northern mark just off the point and, despite my
earlier comments, it seemed rather an interesting race.
We launched and sailed in a falling wind towards the next island,
Grass Holme. Grass? As the fleet split and sailed either side of the island
we could see neither grass nor land; the trees were all sticking out of
the lake. Windermere appeared to be two or three foot higher than
normal so we carried on towards our next island, Ling Holme. The
wind fell away and out came the paddles; we paddled slowly and
chatted round Rawlinson Nab.
Ling Holme is a steep rocky island with no beach so we had to
scramble ashore and tie our boats to trees, with the exception of Dave
who was concerned about his beautifully varnished hull and drifted just
off the island to have his lunch. We all sympathized with him though
our ribald comments belied this.
We unpacked lunch and out came the sun to a bathe us in its glow.
As we sailing chaps lay back on this lovely island to soak up the rays,
replete with delicacies, a hot brew in our hands, we became soporific
and suddenly very wise, passing pearls of wisdom and putting the
world to rights, a surprisingly easy task; world leaders should spend
some time on this island.
Suddenly we realized that Dave had found some wind and was
tootling about quite niftily. Reluctantly we packed and boarded our
patient craft. The wind was on the beam, light but useful with some
decent gusts; later it backed and some tacking was required.
We were more split up in the wind but stayed in sight, two of us
turning back to John’s assistance as his mast came down but he was
okay; he was just adjusting his rig. The other two boats had stopped
and waited for us to catch up, all in the spirit of the group.
A hooting ahead told us that the steam boats were returning so we
sailed past them and took some good pictures. We arrived back at the
Lakeside in a light shower and signed back in on time
Our thanks to Steve and Dave S for organizing another great meet
at this excellent venue.

Malcolm Cox with Wally Green
1 D Stubbs, 2:08:36. 2 D Poskitt, 2:10:08. 3 J Broome, 2:10:22. Ranking list
winners: 1 D Stubbs, 75. 2 S Robinson, 75. 3 D Poskitt, 68.

Andy Biden is IC secretary
Andy Biden has take over as IC secretary from Peter McLaren, who
served the class for 13 years. Andy began his sailing with Leander Sea
Scouts, was coached by Joyce Wells at the Royal Canoe Club across
the river and has paddling skills from kayak slalom to open canoes on
the Maine Lakes.

One design for open canoes?
The question is being asked whether 5m2 canoes or a one design
class should be brought in so that international competition can take
place for open canoes, reminiscent of the choices facing polo a few
years back. While the OCSG don’t want to be left out of the action
they don’t want to lose the chance to develop and diversify as they
have done so successfully. Perhaps it would be possible to agree on a
compromise sail area above the OCSG’s current size and allow the
diversity of hull forms.

IC hulls to be streamlined?
The ICs are considering radical changes to their hulls, unchanged
since 1972. Being discussed is a reduction in beam and a large
minimum weight reduction from 84kg to 50kg. The ICF are to hold
trials in Florida in March. A possibility is to run Development Canoes
with both IC and AC rigs as parallel classes to the exisiting boats.
Inland Championships
AC: 1 C Brown, Scaling Dam, 5. 2 S Bowen, Aberaeron, 9. 3 P Allen, Hayling Island, 9.
IC: 1 M Goodchild, Medway, 4. 2 S Allen, Hayling Island, 8. 3 C Newman, Draycote Water, 11.
Travellers Series: AC: 1 R Wood, Saundersfoot, 140. 2 P Allen, Hayling Island, 133.
3 S Bowen, Aberaeron, 130. IC: 1 M Goodchild, Medway, 140. 2 S Allen, Hayling Island, 133.
3 C Newman, Draycote Water, 130.
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Polo

One of the most exciting performances ever
World Games
GB women’s squad had decided to take part in the opening
ceremony. This meant they had an early start on the Thursday in order
that they could get to Duisburg, take part in accreditation and get to
the stadium by 6pm. This they managed and spent several hours
outside the stadium whilst the opening ceremony took place
wondering if the wait was worth it. Finally the line of athletes started
to move and they followed the Union flag into a packed stadium full
of 30,000 screaming spectators. They walked several laps of the
stadium and ended up just below the main stage, which was to be an
advantage when Nina from 99 Red Balloons fame came on to perform!
When asked the next day what they thought about the opening
ceremony the players said:
‘It felt like we were proper athletes.’
‘Good to get such a warm reception from such a large crowd.’
‘Great to see cameras knowing that canoe polo would get some TV
coverage.’
‘F... unbelievable’ ‘awesome’ ‘amazing.’
Having had two practice days, the team woke on Sunday morning,
knowing that all their hard work and training was about to be tested;
little did they realize to what extent.
The tournament consisted of a league where the teams, GB,
Germany, France, Japan, New Zealand and Australia, would play each
other. The top four teams would then play two semi finals with the
winning teams making the final.
Their first game was against New Zealand whom they had played
against in Mechelen only a few weeks previously. A great sprint from
Kathryn Grieves gave GB possession, which they utilized with their
first shot in 30 seconds. Taking the corner and working the star
formation in attack brought the second shot but no goal. This was to
be the tempo and pattern for the next few minutes but GB were
unable to make any of their shots count. The start of the second half
saw New Zealand take possession and push hard on the GB defence.
GB pushed, chasing then 3 out and moved smoothly into a 5 out
attack to put pressure on and win the ball back. For several minutes
GB pushed hard in attack looking for the elusive goal. New Zealand
gained possession and made a break down the pitch with an easy shot

against an empty goal. Fired up and not wanting to lose, GB attacked
once more. The ball was passed to Kirsty Sutcliffe who was sitting next
to the keeper and hammered home a powerful shot to make the score
level. Despite a last minute push to take the game, GB had to settle for
a draw in their first game.
In less than two hours GB women were playing Australia. GB won
the sprint but were unable to use the advantage. Gaining possession,
Australia pushed hard onto GB’s zone, resulting in a well shot goal.
Some confusion between the coaches and players, for which I take
responsibility, meant that GB ended up with 6 players on the pitch.
Ginny Coyles, as captain, was yellow carded and spent 2 minutes on
the sub line. The four left on the pitch, Kirsty, Zöe Anthony, Sharron
Derrick and Lianne Grayson, worked extremely hard to prevent
Australia benefiting from GB’s mistake. With a few minutes left in the
second half GB equalized with a goal from Pip Grayson.
The second half was a completely different story. GB went 2:1 up
with a goal from Ginny followed by one from Lianne to take GB into
a 3:1 lead. Australia fought back and scored to put the pressure back on
GB but GB were not phased and Ginny scored to take the score to
4:2. Playing 5 out and working hard to get the ball, GB were rewarded
with goal number 5 from Zöe. Undeterred, Australia fought back,
hitting the zone hard and scoring to make it 5:3. GB maintained a
strong attack resulting in two more goals, one from Lianne and one
from Zöe, making the final score 7:3.
As the competition progressed I found it harder to find time to
make notes after each game so the writeups from now on are purely
from memory so I apologize for any mistakes I make.
GB went into the game against Japan still upbeat from their 7:3
scoreline against Australia and maybe forgetting that all six teams in the
tournament had a realistic chance of being in the top four at the end of
the first league. GB went a goal down in the first half despite some
solid attack and aggressive possession. If my memory serves me right
Japan scored again to go ahead 2:0. GB fought back with a goal from
Ginny and Kirsty scored to take it level again. GB would be happy
with a draw but this was not to be with Japan scoring in the last
minute. Despite hard work and drive, GB were not able to reply with
an equalizer and had suffered their first defeat of the tournament.

The stars of Duisburg.
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Having lost to Japan, the whole tournament was again wide open.
GB needed a win against France to make it more likely that they
would make the top 4. The mood during warm up was more sombre
and the girls focused onto the task at hand. I’m unsure how the game
played out but the first goal came from Zöe followed by one from Pip
and one from Ginny. GB continued to push hard and a fourth goal
came from Kirsty with Zöe getting the first GB hat trick of the
tournament with two more goals, final score GB 6:France 3.
Looking at the league table, things were still close. GB seemed safe
in the top four but really did not want to end up fourth as they would
be likely to meet Germany in the semi. Everything hung on all the last
league games, which were to take place first thing Monday morning.
Having gained access to a rowing lake near to the main pitches, GB
were up early to have a warm up session before the start of the final
day’s play. Dave went to watch France play Japan as the score would
go some way to determine Great Britain’s final placing. The team
went down to the lake for a much needed warm up. The intensity of
the games was taking its toll; four hard games on the Sunday were
being stretched out of muscles as the girls paddled across the lake.
After the warm up we found out that France had been able to beat
Japan but only by one goal in the last few seconds of the game. Many
calculations took place to find that the girls were safe in the top three
but the result of their game against Germany determining their final
placing. The men were also playing the French to try to secure a place
in the top four. The girls’ warm up was not the best with distractions
about positioning and scorelines. This was reflected in the game against
Germany where they were outplayed by a more focused team with the
only goal for GB coming from Kirsty and a 4:1 score to Germany.
Once all the games had been finished GB found themselves in a
semi final with France and Germany in a semi final with Japan.
There was tension in the warm up area but the mood was positive
and the girls focussed on the task in hand.
However, as they were due to get onto the water a dragon boat
presentation was taking place, which postponed their start by half an
hour. Would the team be able to maintain their focus or could this be
the end of their World Games. Any worries the coaches had were
dismissed in the first half. After a shaky start by both teams Great
Britain found their form with a goal from Zöe, followed by one from
Pip and one from Ginny. At half time with a comfortable 3:0 lead the
coaches, Dave Brown and I, were asking for much of the same. Not
wishing to bore the crowd or keep the coaches calm the team decided
that was not to be. Playing aggressive possession with players rotating
out of the zone GB looked to maintain control of the game. France
absorbed the pressure, waited for the right time, broke an attack and
scored. This they did 3 times to bring the score level at 3:3. Tension in
the coaches’ corner was unbearable. The final whistle went and France
had managed to claw themselves back into the semi final.
Memories of Essen where GB went out to the French came flashing
back. Both teams came out fighting, both wanting to make the final
the first time that canoe polo had been played in the World Games.
The determination and drive that followed was immense. The pressure
in the crowd and coaches was agonizing. France and GB both had
opportunities to shoot but nobody could make the back of the net.
The teams were playing five out in an effort to gain possession when
Ginny won the ball. She was about the half way point and the shout
from the crowd to shoot was ignored; she took a dribble then went for
a shot. The coaches had seen her miss many practise shots from that
distance over the weekend so watched in trepidation as the ball soared
through the air. The years of playing and hours or training paid of as
the ball found the net and GB had made the final.
Germany had beaten Japan to secure the other place in the final.
Timing for the final was changed so that it could be broadcast live on
television. The girls were drilled on the lineup for his live performance
and went about preparing themselves for what was probably the
biggest stage that canoe polo has performed on and what a
performance it was to be. If I didn’t know better I would say that they
had been paid to make for an exciting final for the benefit of the
crowd.
Germany opened up with two early goals and a 2:0 lead. A goal
from Pip and another from Germany saw the half time score at 3:1.
Great Britain continued to play hard, fighting to gain possession and
get the ball in the back of the net. Pip scored twice more to get a hat
trick as did Germany so with 1 min 40 secs left on the clock the score
was Great Britain 3: Germany 5. Not wanting to give up GB fought
back and were rewarded with another goal from Kirsty. The tension
was unbearable; the crowd was going wild. With four second left on
the clock Pip took a long shot and found the goal. GB had clawed

themselves back into the game. Could they make a repeat performance
of Japan with a winning golden goal?
In the World Games extra time had been extended to two halves of
ten minutes to try to avoid the possibility of a penalty shootout.
The whistle went and extra time began. Germany had possession but
nerves took their toll with solid shooters missing opportunities which
they would normally put away with their eyes closed. The same could
be said for GB. The final was an open book; after five minutes of play
there was no clear winner. Both teams were digging deep into their
reserves of energy, ignoring the lactic build up which must have made
their arms feel like lead and then it happened; in the course of a five
out tussle several players ended up under the goal and in the pursuing
scrabble Germany found the net. They had won the World Games
gold medal.
Great Britain thanked their opponents and paddled off the pitch,
heads down and disappointed in their loss. When they reached the
bank they were met by an exuberant men’s squad who congratulated
on such a stunning game of canoe polo and consoled them in their
loss.
Over the coming hours the women’s team were to receive praise
from opposition players, spectators and organizers for what will go
down in history as one of the most exciting performances of canoe
polo ever played. Let’s hope that the IOC representatives who were
watching were also impressed and this will go some way to help the
addition of polo in the World Games.
I would like to thank Reed, Thule and DB designs for their
generous sponsorship of the squad, supplying roofracks, buoyancy aids
and individual polo kit, Andy Petrie for his help throughout the
tournament as team manager, Anja, our World Games rep who sorted
out our travel, accommodation and food, even supplying us with
homemade brownies, the players for their hard work, dedication and
determination, the organizers of the World Games for such a
professional event, all the supporters who travelled from home or who
kept up to date on the internet and sent motivational texts and, finally,
Dave Brown for his commitment, knowledge and drive to work hard
all season to bring out the best in individual players and pull them
together to make one of the best teams in the world.

Nicki Ward

GB women European champions
European Championships
The Great Britain women’s team stormed to victory and won gold
in the 6th European canoe polo championships. The championships
were held in Madrid, Spain, from 6th to 11th September. The
women’s win demonstrates their talent and confirms why they are the
current world champions.
The women’s team won gold at the ICF canoe polo world
championships in Miyoshi, Japan, in 2004.
The GB men’s team also proved their ability by winning the silver
medal at the European championships.
Curly Barker, chairman of the Canoe Polo Committee, commented
‘This is an excellent result. We have strong Great Britain teams; both
the women’s and men’s teams have an ability and talent to win medals.
This was proved here at the European championships where they
performed outstandingly and deserved their respective gold and silver
medals.’
The Under 21 teams also showed their potential and will be pleased
with their performance. The women’s Under 21 team came 3rd and
the men’s Under 21 team came 4th.
The European championships were held in the sport facilities of
Puerta del Hierro, Madrid. Competitors played in the huge 130m x
80m swimming pool which had 3 game fields and 3 warming up fields.
Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
WU21: 1 Deutschland. 2 Polska. 3 GB. W: 1 GB. 2 Deutschland. 3 France. MU21: 1 España.
2 France. 3 Polska. 4 GB. M: 1 Deutschland. 2 GB. 3 Nederland.
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Friends of Allonby make top three in Europe twice
European Club Championships
The Friends of Allonby men’s and women’s canoe polo teams came
in the top three clubs in Europe. The 6th polo European club team
championships were held on 24th and 25th September at Acigne in
France. The competition saw the top two canoe polo teams of each
European country (men and women) competing for the European
Cup. In total there were sixteen men’s teams and eight women’s
teams.
In the men’s category the Friends of Allonby team came second to
Deventer of Holland, who also won last year.
In the women’s category Friends of Allonby came third. Posilipo of
Italy came first and Acigne, the host of the competition, came second.
Curly Barker, chairman of the Canoe Polo Committee, commented
‘This is a great end to a busy season of competition and both teams
demonstrated their ability as top canoe polo teams in Europe.’

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
W: 1 Posilipo, Italia. 2 Acigne, France. 3 Friends of Allonby, GB. M: 1 Deventer, Nederland.
2 Friends of Allonby, GB. 3 Conde sur Vire, France. 4 Meridian, GB.

Merseyside’s main pitch, looking towards the Mersey.

Biggest ever polo spectacle?
14th Merseyside Tournament
One local newspaper reported that 500,000 people had visited
Liverpool’s city centre and the Albert Dock complex during this year’s
Mersey River Festival and they were certainly entertained in some
style.
As well as fly pasts by several World War II aeroplanes and six
modern RAF jets, there was an aerial acrobatics display from a team of
four stunt planes, attack simulations and rescues by a huge helicopter
brim full of Marines and an awe inspiring and quite literally ear
shattering display by a Royal Navy Sea Harrier which almost brought
the whole area to a halt as it demanded everyone’s full undivided
attention.
In addition, there were a whole host of events on the river including
many yacht races and regattas, a parade of sail, a drenching seawater
rain shower caused by a passing fire boat, numerous tall ships and
modern Royal Navy fighting ships in Albert and Canning Docks
including HMS Shoreham, reputed to be the world’s most capable and
sophisticated minehunter, dozens of small sailing boats and canal boats
in and around Albert and Salthouse Docks and a host of street
entertainment and displays including the band of the Royal Marines,
various rock and jazz bands and a number of folk groups, oh, and I
almost forgot, there was also our really enjoyable 14th Merseyside
international, played on the traditional four pitches strung out along
the full length of Dukes Dock, which provided a free extravaganza of
polo for thousands of visitors during the weekend. I very much doubt
whether all 500,000 visitors to the river festival managed to watch our
polo games but this most public of venues right in the heart of
Liverpool will arguably have provided our sport with its biggest ever
exposure to the public in the UK and quite possibly anywhere in the
world.
The playing statistics were quite staggering, too. During the
weekend 1,060 goals were scored during, 214 games involving 58

Pitch C, looking in towards Liverpool.
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teams in 72 hours of play, wow!
This year we had a really broad spread of teams ranging from several
non league relatively novice teams, a really young Viking youth team,
Dragon Babes who were made up of several small children supported
by their Wimpy Dragon mums (or was it the kids supporting their
mums?), a good number of all women teams, two teams from the
Royal Navy and one from the Royal Air Force, right through the full
spectrum to BCU open Div 1 teams and seven national teams (four
from Ireland and three from Great Britain). Sorting them into four
competitive classes was an interesting exercise for Mike Moffitt and me
but, subsequently looking through the results and with the benefit of
hindsight, luckily we seem to have got the make up of the classes
about right(ish).
Class 4 was initially played in two mini leagues of 8 and 7 teams
respectively, followed by crossover games to determine final positions.
It started with Meridian Ladies B emphatically stating their intentions
to the other fourteen teams with a 9 - 0 win against Cherwell Ladies
and the previously unknown Caerphilly Adventure Group from south
Wales quickly announced their arrival on the scene with an 8 - 0 win
against their compatriots from the north, Forward Slash, quickly
followed by an 11 - 1 win against Liverpool University Ladies. The
other early form teams in Class 4 were the surprising Dragon Babes
from west Wales who were no doubt using their fiery breath to give
their opponents a good roasting and another Welsh team, Bridgend,
who quietly racked up a good tally of points against spirited
opposition.
In a closely fought Class 4 first semi final, Meridian Ladies B just
managed to extinguish Dragon Babes 2 - 1 and, in the all Welsh
second semi final, Caerphilly Adventure Group charged through to the
final with a handsome 3 - 0 win against Bridgend. Despite heroic
efforts in the final, Meridian Ladies B could not contain Caerphilly
Adventure Group, who eventually ran out deserving winners with a 6
- 2 scoreline.
With sixteen teams in Class 3, the early rounds were played in four
mini leagues of four teams each. First up were Nomad who grounded
the Royal Air Force with a 5 - 0 win, followed by Great Britain U21
Ladies A who looked good beating Lancaster University 9 - 0. Other
high scoring games were Cornish Piskies’ 7 - 0 win against Green Star
and the predatory Tees Tigers and Linlithgow teams who both savaged
Lancaster University by 11 - 0.
At the end of the mini leagues Blakedown B, Linlithgow, Cornish
Piskies and the Toon headed their respective leagues with all but
Blakedown having won each of their games. These four teams were
closely followed by Friends of Allonby C, Tees Tigers, Royal Navy
and WWKC Dublin who had all amassed 7 points out of a possible 9
so things were likely to be tight in the subsequent crossover games. In
the quarter finals Blakedown B, Linlithgow, WWKC Dublin and the
Toon beat off their opponents to set up some interesting semi finals
later on.
The first semi final was a Scotland v Ireland battle between
Linlithgow and WWKC Dublin in which the Scots (complete with
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their co-opted Mancunian 5th man) eventually won 3 - 1. The second
semi final was even closer with West Midlands’ Blakedown B
eventually going down 2 - 1 to the Toon from Geordieland. In an all
action final, the Toon worked extremely hard against the fast and
skilful Linlithgow team but they eventually went down 2 - 4.
Despite their mauling in Class 3 during the weekend, the very game
Lancaster University team thoroughly enjoyed themselves and
subsequently emailed me to say they were already looking forward to
playing again next year.
As with Class 4, there were 15 teams in Class 2, initially playing in
two mini leagues of 8 and 7 teams followed by crossovers. In League 1
the classy Ireland U21s won all their games, amassing an impressive
goal difference of 22, 10 higher than their nearest rivals, Cherwell
Red. In League 2 Avon dropped only a single point when they drew
against University of London and Bedford Raiders only lost points
against the rampant Avon team.
Cornish Wreckers, who won Class 4 in 2003 and Class 3 in 2004,
were again in good form although they found their opponents this year
somewhat harder to crack. The University of London Men’s team
were also in tremendous form and put in some very creditable
performances, dropping just four points during their mini league
games. Ireland Ladies and Great Britain Ladies B had both requested to
play in Class 2 and they did remarkably well against tough all male
opposition with some very close results along the way including a great
4 - 1 win for the Irish girls against Cherwell Yellow.
Both semi finals were very entertaining with Ireland U21 eventually
taking their game against Bedford Raiders by 2 - 1. In the second semi
final Avon ground out a fine 3 - 1 win against Cherwell Red. The
final between Ireland U21 and Avon was really too close to call and as
the clock ran down towards the end of normal time with the scoreline
at 2 - 2 it looked as though we they were heading for extra time.
However, with only seconds left the Irish lads made a timely
interception in their own half and streaked towards the undefended
Avon goal to deliver the killer blow and take the game 3 - 2.
With twelve teams in Class 1 the initial games were played in two
mini leagues of six teams each. Last year’s finalists, Friends of Allonby
X, and Dragon played in separate leagues whilst newly promoted open
Div 1 team Meridian C and Pennine B (which included several A
team players also newly promoted to Div 1) were kept apart, too, as
were the two Ireland development teams. A number of teams
including Blakedown A and Team EPD were somewhat surprised to
find themselves in Class 1 but they all rose to the challenge and put in
some very good performances.
In the first game Hull Mariners gave Selkirk Toon a baptism of fire
with a 6 - 1 thrashing, while Blakedown A were gunned down 9 - 4
shortly afterwards by Friends of Allonby X who only had four players
at the time. Dragon quickly showed their colours against Team EPD (a
combined Manchester A and Tynemouth outfit) with an 8 - 1 win and
Meridian C discovered what will be in store for them in their first
national league Div 1 Season when they went down 1 - 9 to a full
strength Friends of Allonby X. The two Irish development teams had
mixed fortunes with their A team not unexpectedly achieving four
wins and a draw against Pennine B in their mini league while their B
team colleagues managed only a single victory against Blakedown A.
At the end of the mini league games, Friends of Allonby X in
League 1 looked in commanding form with five straight wins and an
impressive goal difference of 41. They were followed by Meridian C
and Selkirk Toon, who just grabbed third place from Hull Mariners by
a single goal difference. Ireland Development A finished top of League
2, dropping only one point in their games, and they were followed by
Dragon and Derby Rammers B who achieved three good wins en
route.
These results set up an intriguing first semi final between Friends of
Allonby X and Dragon, a repeat of last year’s final. That match in 2004
finished 4 - 1 to Friends of Allonby but in this year’s semi final Dragon
went down by 1 - 8 to the rampant home team. In the second semi
final Meridian C met Ireland Development A and both teams showed
enormous passion and skill. Although the Londoners put up a fantastic
fight the match eventually went to the Irish team with a 2 - 4
scoreline.
Despite this setback Meridian C rose to the challenge of Dragon in
the 3rd/4th playoff and took that game by a single goal with a 3 - 2
final score
The final between Friends of Allonby X and Ireland Development
A was watched by hundreds of spectators who witnessed a very fine
match indeed. The dock water was churned into white froth as the
teams battled for supremacy, roared on by the excited crowd. As the

London University with possession from Mismatch.

Dragon with a chance at the Pennine B goal.
match progressed, more and more spectators were drawn to the
dockside to see what all the noise was about and most of them stayed
on to see the outcome. Despite giving their absolute best, the Irish
team were eventually worn down by the current national Div 1
League champions and Friends of Allonby X went on to take the
match 5 -3 .
The tournament had enjoyed a hot sunny Saturday although dark
clouds had threatened all day not far away. Sunday, by contrast, was
cloudy and much cooler but it had stayed dry despite the threat of rain.
Unfortunately, immediately after the Class 1 final, just as we were
preparing for prizegiving, the heavens opened and we were treated to
a short sharp shower. No major worries; this year we had a fairly
sizeable marquee available into which most of the teams were able to
squeeze for the prizegiving. Adrian Saints, general manager of British
Waterways North West, who manage the Liverpool Central Docks
waterspace, kindly presented the trophies for us to the three top teams
in each class together with three special trophies for the highest placed
ladies’ teams in Class 4 who hadn’t already won prizes.
Stars of the prizegiving were Tomas and Hana Morris and Nicole
and Danielle Brain, four very young children from Dragon Babes who
had helped their mums to achieve a very creditable 3rd place in their
first major tournament. After collecting their trophy their rightly proud
parents photographically captured the moment for their family albums
and the Dragons’ Lair of Fame.
Many thanks to all the teams for taking part in this year’s Merseyside
international and for making it a really great spectacle for the thousands
of visitors who enjoyed the games throughout the weekend. On behalf
of Friends of Allonby Canoe Club I must also take this opportunity to
thank our major sponsor, the City of Liverpool’s Culture Company,
for their continuing encouragement and support for our tournament.

Gerry McCusker
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Friends of Allonby Youth defend against Blakedown A.
GB Ladies B put pressure on the Irish Ladies team.
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Gerry McCusker photographs

An Avon finds the Irish Ladies’ goal.

played well, worked hard to push out and aggressively attack the
French. At times they were behind in goals but never gave up and
fought back to what appears a comfortable scoreline of 5:3 but in
reality was a closely played game.
Great Britain then had to watch France play New Zealand, who had
won the 2nd place league, to find out who their next opponents were
to be. Probably one of the closest fought games of the weekend so far,
the New Zealand team (who are on tour in preparation for the World
Games in a few weeks) managed to secure a 2:1 victory.
GB were to face the New Zealanders for the first time since the
world championships in Japan, a superbly fought game with both
teams not making the best of goal scoring opportunities. A 1:1 draw at
full time meant further 3 min halves with teams looking to score the
golden goal, nailbiting to watch as GB were on top of the team play
but were struggling to make shots count and get the ball in the back of
the net. The 2nd half saw GB manage to take the upper hand and a
place in the final by scoring the golden goal.
The final was once again to see GB v Germany. Having played extra
time against New Zealand, GB found themselves with half an hour to
recover and play the final against the Germans who were rested after
their morning games. The Germans started well and worked hard to
secure a 4:0 lead at half time. GB, however, did not give up and
worked hard to get 2 goals and a more respectful scoreline.
The women’s squad have come away from the tournament knowing
that the World Games will be a hard tournament but knowing that
they are up there with a strong chance of bringing home the gold
medal.
Congratulations on a well fought tournament, which showed the
benefits of winter training.

Nicki Ward

Pool problems
Filwood pool in Bristol, used by Avon Canoe Polo Club, has been
threatened with closure. There is already a shortage of pools willing
and able to host polo.
The northwest England polo leagues of several years ago virtually
died because of rocketing pool hire charges and the loss of the Irlam
pool. However, Friends of Allonby hope to revive their fortunes this
year using the purpose built Queen’s Dock polo facility in Liverpool.

Welsh polo expanding

David Longley

Welsh polo has been growing steadily. It has now reached the point
where a second league needs to be started.

Ireland Development A hassle Meridian C.
1: 1 Friends of Allonby X, 2 Eire Development A. 3 Meridian C. 4 Dragon. 5 Hull Mariners.
6 Pennine B. 7 Selkirk. 8 Derby Rammers B. 9 Friends of Allonby Y. 10 Blakedown A. 12 EPD.
2: Eire U21. 2 Avon. 3 Cherwell Red. 4 Bedford Raiders. 5 White Rose. 6 Univ of London. 7 Cornish
Wreckers. 8 Cherwell Yellow. 9 Aberfan B. 10 Wildcatz. 12 Battersea Mongrels. 13 Mismatch.
14 Meridian X. 15 GB L B. 3: 1 Linlithgow. 2 Toon. 3 WW. 4 Blakedown B. 5 Cornish Piskies. 6 Tees
Tigers. 7 Friends of Allonby C. 8 RN. 9 Nomad. 10 GB U21 L A. 11 RAF. 12 Friends of Allonby Z.
13 Green Star. 14 GB U21 L B. 15 Liverpool Univ. 16 Lancaster Univ. 4: 1 Caerphilly Adventure.
2 Merdian L B. 3 Dragon Babes.

German lead keeps out British women
Hazewinkel Tournament
A team of eight took part in an international tournament in
Mechelen, Belgium. The women’s teams were divided into 3 mini
leagues with GB finding themselves alongside Italy, Ireland and
Germany U21. The score against Italy was 2:0 with GB failing to
convert many opportunities. The next two games were easier with GB
using the opportunities to practise tactics which have been worked on
during training weekends throughout the season. GB won 11:0 v
Germany U21 and 7:0 v Ireland.
This meant they were winners of the initial stage and found
themselves in another league with France and Germany. Winners of
this league going into the final, 2nd and 3rd having further games to
play to reach the final.
Great Britain lost to Germany in a well fought game where, once
again, they found it difficult to make goals from excellent team play
with the final score 3:1. Germany beat France in an even closer game
where the score was 2:1, securing a place in the final, leaving France to
play GB to see who had the easier run to the final. Great Britain

21 year old Richard Longley of West Yorkshire Canoe Club and
Nottingham University plays with Pennine A team, his university
and GB under 21s. He has been voted the Wakefield & District
Sportsman of the Year for 2005.
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Multisport
Daniel Bent

Hart takes bronze as Czechs power away
World Short Course Quadrathlon Championships
Canada, home to Mounties, the Rockies, moose and, of course, the
maple leaf, on 11th September was hosting the world quadrathlon
championships.
55 competitors from 8 different nations were bobbing up and down
in a beautiful lake surrounded by fern tree covered rolling mountains.
Nova Scotia is renowned for its natural beauty and, in a country where
99% of its area is covered with stunning wilderness, that is a serious
accolade.
When the horn sounded, the calm serene lake turned into a
thrashing mass of legs and arms. With each competitor wearing the
Canadian flag on swim cap and honed bodies covered in neoprene
black wetsuit, the red leaves looked like fresh blood in a sharks’
feeding frenzy.
A Canadian left the water first to rapturous applause from the home
crowd but second was the unmistakable stern look of the current
world champion, Poborsky of the Czech Republic. His lips pulled
tight across his bright white teeth, he moved through the water in his
kayak, chasing the Canadian with steel determination and the grace of
one of the bald eagles that circled the trees constantly in search of easy
prey.

Byatt smashes course record in perfect conditions
British Quadrathlon Championships
Conditions were perfect for this years British quadrathlon
championships, once again held in Bude, north Cornwall, and
organized by TNT Explosive Sports Club. Spectators were treated to
a thrilling race as the lead changed time and time again in this 3 hour
swim/cycle/canoe/run marathon.
Competitors from all around the UK arrived for an early start of
this ultra extreme event. The race makes the most of the dramatic

The swim/cycle transition.
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At this point Peter Hart from Great Britain was in 10th
position with me close behind in 12th.
By midway through the cycle the Czech Republic were in 1st
and 2nd positions in both the men’s and women’s events, such
was the strength of the team they had brought to Canada. I
caught Peter, both riding trek racing bikes, just before the run
with a nervous look on my face. Normally my favourite
discipline, it was causing me some anxiety. A bear had been seen
on the course earlier and I wasn’t relishing racing the 1 tonne
beast through the forested pathways.
No bears were seen today and I came in with my first top ten
position of my career so far with Peter one place behind,
winning a bronze medal in the masters category to raptous
applause from the rest of the team who enjoyed a night of
celebrations, food, drink and, eventually, very deep sleep.

Daniel Bent

north Cornish coastline and the historic Bude Canal. The course
begins with a 1,000 metre sea swim within the partial shelter of the
Bude breakwater, then a gruelling 30km cycle ride including some of
the steepest coastal hills in the country, then onto the canal for 10km
of marathon canoeing and a final 10km cross country run to finish.
Incredibly, this year’s winner completed the course in an amazing 2
hours 32 minutes and 31 seconds, setting a new course record!
The unique combination of swim, cycle, canoe and run creates an
event that appeals to traditional triathletes, marathon canoeists and
surf life savers. With every athlete having
strong and weak disciplines this is a race
where the lead is always changing;
supporters and spectators alike are left
uncertain as to the outcome until the
athletes cross the line for the final time.
This year’s event will be remembered
for the perfect sea conditions, mild
temperatures and fantastic performances.
There were battles throughout the
field with the lead group changing
positions throughout the race, the
eventual winner being Andrew Byatt, a
lifeguard from Perranporth who beat
fellow surf life saver Matt Thomas into
second place by just over a minute.
Although Matt had been first out of the
swim and had maintained his lead on the
cycle leg, Andy proved too strong in the
canoe section and started the final run
with a 3 minute lead. Matt closed the
gap in the final run section but couldn’t
quite catch Andy over the 10km cross
country route.
Every athlete put in a fantastic
performance with many personal best
times being recorded but the athlete of
the day must be Richard Suttle, a
restaurant manager from Stockport. Half
way through the cycle leg and at the
bottom of the course’s steepest climb
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Simon Hammond photographs

The swim starts the British Championships.
Richard’s bike got a puncture; unable to repair it, Richard threw his
bike over a near by hedge and ran to the closest farm. Luckily for
Richard the farmer was happy to lend him his bike, allowing
Richard to continue with the race, which he finally completed an
hour and a half after the winners!
Helen Parkinson, a teacher from Brixham, retained her women’s
title in a time of 3 hours 1 minute and 15 seconds. Keith Longney
from Cumbria won the over 40’s men event and Jean Ashley from
Cheshire won the over 40’s women.
Other great performances came from Gus Gusterson from Helston
and Rob Shaw from Bude, who came 3rd and 4th respectively in the
men’s event, and the Shebbear Junior’s relay team who, with team
members as young as 12 years old, impressed everyone with their
dedication and strength.
Full results in first, second and third order are
Men, Andy Byatt, Matt Thomas and Gus Gusterson
Women, Helen Parkinson, Ruth Bradbrook and Kate Foster
Over 40 men, Keith Longney, Richard Bushell and Mark Pryor
Over 40 women, Jean Ashley, Jenny Nash and Claire Longney
Over 50 men, Paul Belcher, Richard Beard and Dave Morgan
Youth, Nick Herlihy and Jenna Hawkey
Pair, Andy Ferris/Matt Gooves, Andrew Bullock/Jason Darke and
Toby Whitely/Mat Edwards
Relay, Devon and Cornwall Police, Scot/Nathan/David/Ben and
Borg’s Bunch
Special awards to
Richard Suttle for determination to finish
The Shebbear Junior for the youngest and gutsiest team
Lucy and Tom for the 1st mixed pair to finish.
As event organizer I would like to thank the many volunteers from
around Bude who marshalled this event, the RNLI, Bude Canoe
Club and St John’s who provided safety cover and the businesses of
Bude who provided important sponsorship.

Simon Hammond

Simon starts the kayak leg on the Bude Canal.
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Robert Howard

Smith 2nd as Chrimes and Ward slip
Bremgarten Eurocup
Scotland’s 19 year old freestyle kayaker Ed Smith achieved his best
ever result when he gained a second place in the freestyle kayaking
Eurocup event in Bremgarten, Switzerland.
In his first year as a senior Smith has continued to improve since his
strong showing at the world championships in Penrith, Australia, back
in January. Were it not for a broken finger before the final, Smith
surely would have taken a medal then.
Smith was the pick of the GB paddlers over the weekend as both
junior world champions Jenny Chrimes and Alan Ward failed to meet
pre event expectations. Chrimes, paddling in a new boat, finished 3rd
in the junior ladies with Ward 6th in the junior men’s kayaking.
Commenting on the event and the GB performances, team manager
Terry Best said ‘It’s a great result for Ed. He has been pushing hard all
season and after the disappointment in Penrith we are delighted that he
has achieved something special in Bremgarten. It certainly promises
well for the remaining Eurocup events, especially the next one to be
held here in Nottingham in July.’
It was first time an event had been held at Bremgarten. Most of the
current GB team competed as individuals against a top class field that
included most top paddlers from across Europe.

Rob Howard

Extending the challenge
The Hebridean Challenge over Jul 3rd - 7th will not just see 5
person teams this year but also 4 person teams with no sea kayak
paddler and pairs who will do the same 700km course in 5 days as the
others. Entry fee is £100 per head. [07786 684827]
Fladbury Duathlon
Lg: 1 J Train, Fladbury, 19:38. 2 E Worthington, Fladbury, 20:51. 3 M Hall-Roberts, Fladbury,
21:04. 1 - 3: 1 A Spencer, Hereford, 47:47. 2 N Blackman, Soar Valley, 47:53. 3 J Parker,
Worcester, 48:27. 4 - 6: 1 T Simmons, Bradford-on-Avon, 51:08. 2 T Love, Royal Leamington Spa,
52:21. 3 C Fleeson, Anker Valley, 52:27. 7 - 9: 1 M Connelly, Leicester, 30:23. 2 T Dodds, Royal
Leamington Spa, 31:08. 3 G Hunt, Fladbury, 31:25. T: L: 1 Fladbury, 109. 2 Hereford, 46.
3 Worcester, 43. J: 1 Fladbury, 186. 2 Leicester Outdoor Pursuits, 42. 3 Banbury, 37.
C: 1 Fladbury, 42. 2 Banbury, 26. 3 Royal Leamington Spa, 19. O/A: 1 Fladbury, 194.
2 Worcester, 86. 3 Runcorn, 80.
Leicester Duathlon
Lg: 1 J Stannard, Royal Leamington Spa, 18:53. 2 R Hunt, Soar Valley, 20:31. 3 A Horne,
Fladbury, 20:56. 1 - 3: 1 N Blackman, Soar Valley, 53:01. 2 R Farrington, Royal Leamington Spa,
54:07. 3 J Folland, Soar Valley, 54:08. 4 - 6: 1 M Hampton, Leicester, 56:31. 2 C Fleeson, Anker
Valley, 56:53. 3 P Brookes, Runcorn, 57:37. 7 - 9: 1 M Connelly, Leicester, 35:40. 2 R Vincent,
Soar Valley, 35:57. 3 G Hunt, Fladbury, 36:56. T: L: 1 Fladbury, 21. Runcorn, 21. 3 Banbury, 7.
Leicester Outdoor Pursuits, 7. J: 1 Leicester Outdoor Pursuits, 73. 2 Fladbury, 72. 3 Banbury, 46.
C: 1 Fladbury, 72. 2 Banbury, 28. 3 Royal Leamington Spa, 17. O/A: 1 Fladbury, 93. 2 Leicester
Outdoor Pursuits, 80. 3 Soar Valley, 76.
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Chloe Nelson-Lawrie

Smith and Morris take Eurocup series wins
Praha Eurocup
In the K1M, Scotland’s 19 year old freestyle kayaker Ed Smith led
the GB challenge over the series of three Eurocup events in
Bremgarten, Nottingham and Prague. Ed achieved his best ever result
when he gained a gold in the second event in Nottingham. His
combined performance over the series was strong enough for him to
go on and win gold overall. (He came 4th in Prague.)
In his first year as a senior Smith has continued to improve since his
strong showing at the world championships in Penrith, Australia.
In the K1 women’s class Claire O’Hara overcame some tough
competition and got 5th overall (4th in the Prague event).
In the junior men’s kayak class James Bebbington demonstrated his
ability by winning silver overall. His hopes of clinching gold
disappeared as he failed to make the final in Prague. Alan Ward won
bronze overall. (He came 4th in Prague.)
In the junior women’s kayak class Jenny Chrimes won bronze in the
series. This follows her gold medals at the junior world championships
in Penrith, Australia, in January and at the European championships in
2004. She did not make the finals in Prague but team mate Flic Meares
demonstrated her potential as she came 3rd in the Prague final and 5th
overall.
The conditions were tough. Commenting on the event and the GB
performances, team manager Terry Best said ‘The weather was poor
and affected the performance; some will be disappointed. However,
overall we came away with some excellent medal results.’
In the C1 class Stu Morris demonstrated his consistent ability by
winning gold overall. (He came 4th in Prague.) Fellow team mate Lee
Pyke also did well; he came 3rd in Prague and 4th overall in the series.

Chloe Nelson-Lawrie
K1WJ: 1 A Bruet, France. 2 M Wegman, Nederland. 3 F Meares, GB. K1W: 1 M Mejsnarova,
Ceská. 2 J Kaiser, Deutschland. 3 L Servais, Nederland. 4 C O’Hara, GB. K1MJ: 1 J Nemec, Ceská.
2 M Dumoulin, France. 3 J Spindler, Ceská. 4 A Ward, GB. K1M: 1 P Csonka, Slovensko. 2 C Van
Kalmthout, Nederland. 3 B Durand, France. 4 E Smith, GB. C1: 1 S Fiedler, Ceská. 2 V Corrote,
France. 3 L Pyke, GB. 4 S Morris, GB. 5 J Burbeck, GB. EuroCup
winners: K1WJ: 1 M Wegman, Nederland. 2 S Bank, Deutschland. 3 J Chrimes, GB. 5 F
Meares, GB. 8 J Alder, GB. K1W: 1 J Kaiser, Deutschland. 2 L Novotna, Ceská. 3 L Wagtho,
Nederland. 5 C O’Hara, GB. 10 C Stone, GB. 12 F Jarvie, GB. 13 B Devoy, GB. 17 L Evans, GB.
K1MJ: 1 J Spindler, Ceská. 2 J Bebbington, GB. 3 A Ward, GB. 12 E Harry, GB. 13 S Artoonian,
GB. 16 J Mitchell, GB. 17 R Longley, GB. 20 R Montadon, GB. K1M: 1 E Smith, GB. 2 C Van
Kalmthout, Nederland. 3 T Bersch, Deutschland. 8 M Cooke, GB. 9 R Chrimes, GB. 12 M Birkbeck,
GB. 16 S Simmonds, GB. 17 J Best, GB. 19 R Sellers, GB. C1: 1 S Morris, GB. 2 S Fiedler, Ceská.
3 R Rudisuli, Schweiz. 7 J Burbeck, GB. 12 O Castle, GB. 16 D Bainbridge, GB. 20 J Wonnacott, GB.
Teva Cup
T: 1 Italia. 2 Schweiz. 3 GB.
Çoruh Extreme Race
W: 1 D Pinniger, GB. 2 B Burge, USA. 3 J Kaiser, Deutschland. M: 1 R Thiebaut, France.
2 D Garinger, USA. 3 B Merchant, GB.
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Gibbs is most successful competitor ever
S England Ace Race
The third and final race in the 2005 Ace Races series took place on
Exmoor over the weekend of Sept 17th/18th with competitors
camped out at Ace Base on the hillside above Wimbleball Lake.
With £7,000 in series prizes to be won, the race was full and there
was a strong entry from all over the UK in classes for teams of 4, pairs
and solos. Visiting racers from the Czech Republic and Italy also took
part.
The weekend began with a 16km cycle time trial finishing on
Dunkery Hill, followed by a 7 hour stage combining off road running
and mountain biking, before Day One finished with 90 minutes of
night orienteering then, on Sunday, the competitors completed a
kayak endurance course on Wimbleball Lake and trail runs around its
shores.
The
competition
was
especially close in the mixed
pairs category with two husband
and wife teams contesting the
series title. James and Lisa
Thurlow, the only competitors
to ride a mountain bike tandem,
successfully held off a strong
challenge from Clive and Judith
Hughes, who won the race but
not by a big enough margin to
claim the series title. The male
pairs event was dominated by
Phil Scarfe and Jonathan Emberton, who won the race and the series.
Solo competitors undertake the full course on their own and Tom
Gibbs of Team Saab Salomon completed his third win of the year.
Gibbs is the most successful Ace racer ever, topping the all time
ranking, and once again this season he scored the highest points total in
the series. Karen McDonald won the female solo class, ahead of former
SAS – Are you Tough Enough? winner Gill Watson.
The winning team, Sleepmonsters.com, scored the second highest
points total of the year. They finished 3rd at Exmoor but were
comfortable winners of the series, having placed 1st and 2nd in
previous races. Team member Marco Ponteri travelled from Italy to
take part in all 3 races.
Race director Phil Humphreys, who started Ace Races 8 years ago,
presented the prizes of Snow & Rock vouchers, Exposure Lights and
Anquet mapping software to the winners. He also announced that next
year he would be running 3 one day races, 3 two day races and the
week long expedition race, the Wilderness ARC in the Highlands of
Scotland.
The ACE Race 2-day series is supported by Snow & Rock, Ford,
Buff, SleepMonsters.co.uk, Sigg, High 5, Exposure Lights and Anquet
Maps.

Talent identity anger
Considerable ill feeling has resulted from the BCU’s talent identity
scheme by the BCU performance directorate which attempts to
identify future Olympic medal winners so that resources can be
concentrated on them rather than on also rans. A major factor seems to
be physical size but are they looking for gangling giants like multiple
WWR world champion Markus Gickler or those like Olympic gold
medallist Arne Nielson who only weighed in at about 60kg? Could
they identify a Campbell Walsh who was a little weed but developed
significantly as a teenager? The East Germans, who tried the procedure
on a national scale, discovered that clusters of different sized children
did well under the influence of suitably motivated coaches. Motivation
of the paddler seems to be an unmeasurable essential part of the
equation. It has been noted that elite canoeing probably produces a
wider spread of sizes than almost any other sport. Some significant
paddlers and others have left British canoeing because of the
motivation or otherwise of the management so are we looking at the
wrong end of the problem?
BCU coach Graham Campbell called a meeting, to take place at a
Holme Pierrepont sprint regatta, to discuss the issues. However, before
the meeting could take place he reported ‘To my dismay, I have been
instructed by the Performance Director, the development programme
manager and several senior figures on the BCU Board to cancel the
open meeting for coaches that was arranged for July 2nd at NWSC.
‘It is clear that if I do not cancel it I will be sacked.
‘It is obvious from many of you in flat water and slalom that there
are crucial issues that affect the young athletes we bring into paddling
and the future of our sport and they need open discussion.’
Approaching retirement and with risk to his pension, he backed
down and the meeting did not take place.
* Westminster Council are running a Champion 2012 programme to
try to pick future Olympic winners from children as young as 9. They
currently have 660 children from 26 schools involved in 5 sports
including canoeing. Richmond are developing a similar scheme and
Hampshire County Council are considering it for their 300 primary
schools.

2012 Olympic courses
The 2012 Olympic Games sprint regatta is to be held on Eton’s
Dorney Lake. No slalom facilities were built into the adjacent Jubilee
River and a course is now to be built at Broxbourne in the Lea valley.
While costing up the Broxbourne facility it might be worth adding in
the cost of work needed for the Jubilee River’s ongoing problems and
seeing whether a redesign of the latter might allow all the Olympic
canoeing facilities to be placed together at Slough even at this late
stage.

Welsh race training
Sprint and marathon training have begun in Cardiff Bay. Come to
train or just to keep fit. [029 2037 8161]

Krass choice
The BCU have employed former Bulgarian Krassimir Ivanov whose
contract as coach to the Belgian team had just terminated. Ivanov was
formerly a member of the Bulgarian sprint team and admits that he
took pills given to him by the team doctor but claims he did not know
if they were drugs. The Bulgarian team’s record on drug abuse is one
of the least enviable in canoeing. Bulgarian paddlers who did
not take the pills were sent home. Ivanov left
Bulgaria in the early 90s.
In an interview for a Belgian cycling magazine
he advocated unrestricted use of drugs so that
everything would be above board and nobody
would have an unfair advantage. It was
subsequently claimed to have been a naïve answer
to a hypothetical question but it was a long and
detailed answer which left the reader with the clear
impression that Ivanov was well aware that he had known that drugs
had enhanced his own performance. His ‘naïve’ views were also
repeated on the radio, to the Sunday press and, informally, to paddlers
he was coaching.
He parted company with the Royal Belgian Canoe Federation at the
beginning of February, a fortnight after his statements in the Sunday
papers, and was no longer employed by the Belgian Olympic
association after Athens. Statements differ as to the reason for his
departure and whose decision it was. He has stated his clear opposition
to the taking of drugs since the BCU furore blew up.

The BCU staff who interviewed him for the post claimed to have
known in advance about what had been written. Anne Ferguson of the
BCU’s performance department is quoted as saying of Ivanov’s past
they ‘didn’t think it would come out so soon’.
Paddlers have been told they must obey Ivanov rather than existing
coaches. For example, Matt Lawrence and James Train, who have
been coached to 11th place in the sprint world championships by
Stephen Train, have been told that the BCU will take away their
funding unless they take their instructions from Ivanov instead. BCU
coach Shaun Cavan is quoted as saying that Ivanov knows little about
C2 but has friends in Bulgaria who will advise him. Stephen Train did
not make the ‘thorough selection process’ interviews despite his past
record as an Olympic C2 racer and coach.
There has been a closing of ranks in support of Ivanov, including by
Simon Clegg, chief executive of the BOA, indicating how serious an
issue this has become. While nobody will admit that all isn’t sweetness
and light, Sue Campbell of UK Sport said ‘we are working now to
implement a proactive screening programme for Governing Bodies to
check the history of any foreign coaches that may be engaged in the
future’.
It has been suggested that if this post had been filled just a little
sooner it might have cost Britain the 2012 Olympics.

Baggaley adverse drug test result
Norman Baggaley, Australia’s sevenfold national champion and
world champion in K1 500m for the third successive time in Zagreb,
failed a drugs test for steroids stanozolol and methandienone taken for
Surf Life Saving Australia. This was only the A sample, so not
conclusive, but he immediately withdrew from the world marathon
championships in Perth, where he would have been the centre of
attention.

Charity begins at home
Deborah Anderson’s series in 2003/4 on preparing for the DW
Challenge helped boost entries for that event but her own club in
Northampton remained white water orientated with sprint and
marathon racers competing for other clubs in the area. That is now to
change with Northampton being registered for both disciplines, a
competition having been run to design club colours for a rash vest for
racing.

Oxford regatta course proposed
A 1.8km rowing course has been proposed for the southwest side of
Oxford, also to be open for canoe and dragon boat racing. It would be
partly funded by gravel extraction, some land currently being owned
by a gravel company and Pembroke and Corpus Christi Colleges.
However, other land is owned by Oxford City Council who have
called it implausible and environmentally damaging. The course would
run parallel to the section of Thames which sees heaviest use by
rowers, removing them being to everyone’s benefit. It would also
counter a similar rowing lake planned for rivals at Cambridge. Plans
would seem to require realignment of part of the Hinksey Stream and
the course could be linked to the River Thames via the Seacourt
Stream at its northern end, all three watercourses being legal
navigations.

ICF knuckles wrapped
In April the IDBF failed to obtain General Association of
International Sports Federations membership approval as they did not
secure the 75% vote needed, as did any of the other applicant sports
bodies. The ICF announced that this was proof that dragon boat racing
was part of canoeing under ICF rather than IDBF control. At their
November meeting the GAISF issued an explanatory note saying ‘It
should be noted that the vote was only on acceptance to GAISF.’ The
IDBF application is to be reconsidered in 2006. Meanwhile, in
September the IDBF Continental Federation for Asia (representing
50,000,000 Chinese dragon boat racers amongst others) was approved
by the Olympic Council of Asia as the relevant body responsible for
dragon boat racing in Asia.

Lifeguarding
National Championships
Skills: 1 Power Aid. 2 Weyhey. 3 Old F Herts. Unknown Incident: 1 Saints. 2 Ipswich. 3 Old F
Herts. O/A: 1 Power Aid. 2 Ipswich. 3 Saints. Diamond Lady: 1 D Bate. Iron Man: 1 G
Finney-Green.
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C l a s s i f i e d
Private advertisements are
placed free of charge. Write to
Canoeist Classifieds, 4
Sinodun Row, Appleford-onThames, Oxon OX14 4PE, fax
01235 847520 or email
mail@canoeist.co.uk.

Associations
Association of Canoe Trades, 85
Edgedale Rd, Shefﬁeld, S Yorks S7 2BR.
British Canoe Union, John
Dudderidge House, Adbolton Lane, W
Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5AS.
British Dragon Boat Racing
Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend,
Leamington Spa, Warks.
British Quadrathlon Association, 2
Highview Gardens, Jersey Farm, St
Albans, Herts AL4 9JX.

British Wave Ski Association, 5
Cudmore Park, Tiverton, Devon EX16
4QJ.
Canoe Association of Northern
Ireland, House of Sport, 2A Upper
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5LA.
Canoe-Camping Club, 25 Waverley
Rd, S Norwood SE25 4HT.
Historic Canoe & Kayak Association,
48 Russell Way, Higham Ferrers NN10
8EJ.
International Sea Kayak Association,
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames,
Oxon OX14 4PE.
Open Canoe Association, 1st Floor
Flat, 12 Orwell Rd, Dovercourt CO12
3LD.
Open Canoe Sailing Group, Cobwebs,
Woodhouse Lane, Heversham, Cumbria
LA7 7EW.
Paddlers International, 4 Sinodun
Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14
4PE.
Scottish Canoe Association, Caledonia
House, S Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ.
Welsh Canoeing Association,
Frongoch, Bala, Gwynedd LL23 7NU.
Young Explorers’ Trust, Royal
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington
Gore, London SW7 2AR.

Private sales
I have two Klepper (folding) canoes
which were given to my wife and myself
by my father in law. I don't want them
but I do want them to go to a good home
Shaun Brogan, Westlington Farm,
Dinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, tel 01296
748069.
P&H Vela sea kayak, two hatches and
bulkheads, retractable skeg, yellow deck,
white hull, black trim, superb condition,
virtually as new, £750, Lendal Nordkapp
paddle, buoyancy aid and spraydeck
included. Ace Falchion 385 white water
kayak, full length ethafoam buoyancy
blocks, red polyethylene, excellent
condition, £150. Tel 01970 615386
(Aberystwyth).

Private wants
Prijon Tornados. I am in the market
for about 6 - 8 at 100 quid each max.
Can't afford to pay more; these boats are
bound for friends for the Green River
extreme race. Their old Tornadoes have
worn through in places. - Dave Manby,
dave@dmanby.demon.co.uk.
Necky Orbit Fish or Chronic. Gary,
07977 234669. (Midlands but will travel )

Back then
20 years ago

* A Sports Council consultation paper on access, issued to ‘interested parties’ but not canoeists, suggested
restricting canoeists to a few registered rivers.
* Nigel Pargeter of the Archers was talking of taking up white water canoeing.
* The French were kayak diving off high boards into swimming pools.
* Legal access expert Arthur Telling claimed the whole of the River Itchen was a legal navigation. Wye access
issues above Glasbury were coming to the boil but Yorkshire anglers were ready to start access talks after the
BCU dismissed Geoff Wood.
* We photographed two doormen carrying a kayak into the Savoy for the Silk Cut Nautical Awards, AC
Canoe Products taking a special award for the Europa.
* The polyethylene MI Breaker wave ski was set to change British beaches.
* Brian Tipper’s timing of the Lombard RAC Rally with slalom timing gear for the BBC was proved to be
right, unlike the official rally timing.
* The 9 hour slalom AGM drew the largest ever turnout of club representatives. They separated Premier from
Division 1 and there were new venues of the River Lynher, Tamworth Weir, Blubberhouses, Bodenham,
Cairnton and Holme Pierrepont, the latter a large hole in the ground by this stage.
* Alternative Surf moved from Honiton to central Exeter.
* Dave Hellawell, Richard Agar, Martin Hansell, Mike Nelson and Geoff
Burke were to attempt the longest unsupported North Sea crossing, 160km from Zeebrugge to Felixstowe.

10 years ago

* Canoeist became the world’s first canoeing magazine to be published every month in full colour throughout.
* A church overlooking the rapids in Llangollen was using canoeing posters to try to attract new visitors. A
slalomist taking out at the end of the course found a drug user’s disused needle sticking in his hand.
* High speed ferries were to begin working out of Holyhead, Stranraer and possibly Channel ports.
* The Wales Tourist Board and BCU were not happy with aspects of the AALA regulations.
* An ‘impartial’ NRA official was overheard to say ‘There are too many canoes on the Wye.’ An NRA
consultation document on the Wye catchment tried to slip through repeal of the Act permitting free public
navigation on some 30 rivers in the catchment but Canoeist read the small print.
* Concerned that they could be next, anglers were to back hunting which the public wanted banned.
* The Grantham Canal link to the River Trent was to be switched to the east of the Holme Pierrepont sprint
regatta course.
* Calshot Activities Centre was reopened with a safe future after a major refit.
* Whitewater Consultancy moved into the old village hall in Bronwydd.
* We began Friar’s popular Peloponnesian Odyssey series.
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