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TOURING
April
1 - 3 Andy Jackson Weekend, Fort
William
2
Chippy, Dee & NW [0151 652
4377]
2/3
L Lomond, K, A [0131 667 6872]
2/3
Cwm Pennant [01766 530682]
3
Essex Blackwater [01621 817062]
3
R Trent & Canal, 1 [0114 287
4705]
3
Surrey Stream [01403 267244]
6
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
9/10 Ayrshire Coast, K, A [0131 667
6872]
9/10 R Tweed, C, B [0131 667 6872]
10
Little Ouse, 0 [020 8983 0960]
10
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
15 - 17Wild Camping on Dart Estuary,
[01460 63812]
16
Dinghy Dawdle, Risca 029 2088
8681
16/17 Isle of Bute, K [0131 667 6872]
16/17 R Nene, [01933 623206]
17
Perth - Newburgh, K, A [0131 667
6872]
23/24 Wye [01392 433811]
23/24 Northumberland & Scottish
Borders Sea Symposium, K [0131
667 6872]
27
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
28 - 5 National Family Holiday [01302
851316]
29 - 2 Lechlade Family Holiday [020
8983 0960]
29 - 2 Spring & AGM, OC Shardlow
[0113 252 8591]
29 - 5 Anglesey Sea Symposium
30/1 Mull of Galloway, K, C [0131 667
6872]
30 - 2 Ardnamurchan, K, B [0131 667
6872]
30 - 2 Through Gt Glen (with Folk
Music), C, B [0131 667 6872]
May
4
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
5 - 8 8th European Paddle Feast,
Oost-Maarland
6 - 8 Upper Severn [01743 365022]
14/15 Luing & Seil, K, B [0131 667
6872]
14/15 Moira Canal Festival [024 7659
4171]
14/15 NW Weekend [01254 248457]
21/2 Oban/Fort William, K, A/B [0131
667 6872]
22
Clydeport, K, A [0131 667 6872]
22
Tamar [01392 433811]
25
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
27 - 307th Scottish Sea Symposium, K,
Sleat [0131 667 6872]
28 - 30National Trailboat Festival,
Chesterfield
28 - 30Stackpole Sea Kayak Festival
[01646 661464]
28 - 30Trout Inn Boat Gathering,
Lechlade
29/30 L Shiel, C, B [0131 667 6872]
29 - 1 W Midlands, Anglesey [01407

4

762525]
29 - 4 Spring, OC, S Midlands [07818
091152]
A/B/C - Proficiency/Proficiency +/Advanced. K/C - kayak/canoe. 1 - 6 grade.

SURFING
April
2/3
English Open, W, Woolacombe
9/10 Aberystwyth, K
16
Shoreline Handicapped Classic,
HP, K, Widemouth Bay
16/17 Thurso Classic, K
16/17 Welsh Surf Symposium, St
David’s
23/24 Godrevy, K
May
7/8
Welsh Open, W, Freshwater W
7/8
Bloomster’s May Mayhem, K, E
Scotland
29 - 1 W Midlands, K, Anglesey
W - wave skis (British Wave Ski Association. K - kayak (BCU). I international. HP - high performance. O - open. BCU Yearbook £2.00 + A5
SAE from 19 Widworthy Drive, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 9BD.

MARATHON
April
3
Brigg, K1H
3
Lincoln, K1H
3
Tonbridge, K1H
3
Forth & Clyde Canal
9/10 National New Zealand
Championships, Tauranga
16
Waterland K1, Amsterdam
17
Fal, K1H
17
Cam, K2H
17
Ratho
17
Weaver Descent
17
Elmbridge, K2 Assessment
23
Donau, Bratislava
23/24 Glasgow - Edinburgh Challenge
24
Anker Valley, K1H
24
Calder 1, K1H
24
Maidstone, K1H
27/28 Open Australian Championship
May
1
Bedford, K1H
1
Worcester, K1H, Assessment
8
Blauwe Wimpel K1, Eindhoven
8
R Isla
15
Adlington, K1H
15
Basingstoke Canal, K1H
15
Royal Leamington Spa, K1H
15
1066 Hastings, K1H
15
Hayton, K2H
15
Lower Exe, K2H
15
Waveney, K2H
15
Leukaemia Tay
21
Isla - Thistlebrig
22
Broadland, K1H
22
Nottingham, K1H, K2 Assessment
22
Boroughbridge, K2H
22
Grand - Dunk, Grandtully
24
L Lomond
28
L Lubnaig
28/29 Alois Dallmayn, Tolna
29
Reading Circuit, K1H
H - Hasler final qualifier. K2 - no Div 1 K1. K1 - no Div 1/2 K2. L - long
course. S - short course. Yearbook £4.50 from Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd,
Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 5BX.
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SLALOM
April
2/3
Grandtully, P/Selection
2/3
Marple, 3/4
2/3
Yalding, 3/4
9/10 Tryweryn, P/1/Selection
9/10 Sowerby Bridge, 2/3
16
Solkan, C, S/J
16/17 Oughtibridge, 3/4
17
Monschau, C/ S/J
23
Scottish Championships,
Grandtully
23/24 21st Liptovsky Mikulas, C, S/J
23/24 Erlauf, C, S/J
23/24 Matlock, 2/3/O
23/24 RAF Championships, O,
Llandysul
30/1 Fairnilee, 2 - 4/O
30/1 Bala, 2 - 4
May
7
Kobarid, C, S/J
7/8
Krakow, C, SJ
7/8
Tryweryn, P/1
7/8
Winchester, 4/O
13 - 1557th Tatra, Liptovsky Mikulas, C,
S/J
14/15 Wagon Lane, 3/4
14/15 Seaton Park, 4/O
21/22 46th Slavia Cup, C, S/J,
Bratislava Cunovo
21/22 Orton Mere, 3/4
22
Yair Pool, 4
28/29 Goumois, C, S/J
28/29 Merano, C, S/J
28/29 J/V Championships, 2/3/O,
Llandysul
A - restricted entry international. B - invitation international. C - unrestricted
entry international. P - Premier division. 1 - 4 divisions. Cl - club event.
Yearbook £4.00 from Jim Croft, 12 Holmscroft Rd, Luton, Beds LU3 2TJ.

WILD WATER RACING
April
2/3
Enza R, Cl/Sp
2/3
Monschau, Cl, S/J
9/10 40th Bayerwald Regatta, Cl
9/10 British Open, Cl/Sp
HI/A/B/O/Selection, Tryweryn
16
Nene 1, B/O/Wh/U
23
English Open, Cl/Sp,
HI/A/B/O/Selection, Washburn
23
Prudhoe, Sp, Wh
24
Carlisle, Sp, Wh
30
Tay Mass-Start
May
1
Awe, Cl, HI/A/B/O
2
Grandtully, Sp, A/B/O
2
SE, Sp, Wh
7
Chester Dee, Cl, B/O/Wh/U
7
Sowerby Br, Sp, Wh
8
Derwent Dash, Sp, B/O/Wh/U
14
Wagon Lane, B/O/Wh/U
15
Holme Pierrepont, Sp, WC 1
18
Washburn, Cl, WC 2
21/22 Castleconnell, Cl/Sp, WC 3/4
28 - 30Tryweryn, Cl/Sp, WC 5/6, S/Mas
Selection
W - world ranking. A - restricted entry international. B - invitation
international. C - unrestricted entry international. Cl - classic. Sp - sprint.
A/B/C - Divisions. OC - open canoes. U - under 14 and under 16. Yearbook
£3.50 + 57p A5 SAE from Sarah Wright, Church Lea, 26 Church St,
Hemswell, Lincs DN21 5UQ.

FREESTYLE
April
3
Llangollen, Y
9/10 SAS Hurley Classic cancelled
May
2
Nottingham, Y

7/8
Washburn Peak Challenge
28/29 Liquid Life Festival, R Tummel
R - ranking. Yearbook from Bev Chrimes, 14 Kingswood Rd, W Bridgford,
Nottingham NG2 7HS.

MULTISPORT
April
16/17 Wales Ace
23
Brecon Beacons Quest
May
7
Ace
8
15th München Triathlon
20
9th Wooden Spoon Ford Ranger
Gt Lakeland Challenge
21
Sussex Triathlon
21
Windermere Challenge
28 - 1 11th Corse Raid Adventure
29
Falcon N Lincs Adventure
Challenge, Brigg
SPRINT
April
9/10 National, Assessment, Holme
Pierrepont
23/24 Boulogne, J, Assessment
20
Nottingham, K4 10km
30
Elmbridge
30/1 25th Olympic cancelled
30/1 Mantova
May
7/8
National, Assessment, Holme
Pierrepont
11
Lowport Summer Series 10km
13 - 15Poznan, WC 1
13 - 1519th Piestany, U23/J,
Assessment
14
Linlithgow

Woodmill

21
Bridge of Isla - Thistlebrig
21
Wey
21/22 E, Belfort
21/22 Gent
21/22 Racice, J
25
Nottingham, K4 10km
26
Forth & Clyde 10km
27 - 29Duisburg, WC 2, Assessment
27 - 29Bascov & Balkan Games
29
L Lubnaig 10km, K1 Champ
Yearbook £4.50 from Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd, Burwood Park, Waltonon-Thames, Surrey KT12 5BX.

SAILING
April
2/3
Bala, OC
16/17 Roadford, OC
May
5 - 8 Dutch Symposium, OC
7/8
Coniston, OC
19 - 22OC Festival, Nederland
P - Premier. 2 - Secondary. IC - International Canoe. OC - open canoe.

POLO
April
2
Leeds, M2N
2
Coventry, L1
2
York, L2N
2
Luton, L2S
16
Coventry, M2S
16
Luton, Y2
23
Leeds, M2N
30
Charleroi
30/1 Seneffe
May
7/8
Liverpool, Finals, M1/L1
14 - 16Essen

21
Coventry, 2 Playoffs
25/26 Hazewinkel
28/29 Club Championships, Hatfield
N - national teams. C - club teams. 1 - 5 - divisions. ID - indoors. OD outdoors. Yearbook £3.00 + 50p P&P from Beverley Dancer.

LIFEGUARDING
April
9/10 National Convention, Merthyr
Tydfil
DRAGON BOAT RACING
April
9
AGM, Cardiff
May
1
Queens Dock, N, Liverpool
14 - 16Hannover
15
Atlantic Wharf, N, Cardiff
15
Abingdon
29
Tees Barrage
C - Charity Challenge. N - national league. O - Open. S - Standard.
Handbook from British Dragon Boat Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend,
Leamington Spa, Warwicks CV47 2TR.

MISCELLANEOUS
April
2
8th European Kayak Film
Festival, Wien
9/10 Newark Canoe Club Open Day
[01636 707712]
15
Splash Camp on ITV
18 - 24Towpath Tidy
23/24 HCKA AGM, Oxford
30 - 2 Skipton Waterway Festival
Italics - change, late addition or late notification. I - international. O - open.
WC - world cup. GP - grand prix. EC - European championships or Europa
cup. M/L/W/B/G - men/ladies/women/boys/girls. S/J/Y/V senior/junior/youth/veteran. U18 - under 18.

Outdoor
Centre

Kayak and Canoe
programme for beginners,
advanced and instructor.
Well stocked shop with
extensive range of Kayaks
and equipment.
Overseas expeditions to
Picos De Europa,
Pyrenees and Austria.
Woodmill Lane, Swaythling,
Southampton. SO18 2JR
☎ 023 8055 5993 Fax 023 8055 6641
http://www.woodmill.co.uk

SOUTHAMPTON
CITY COUNCIL

Riverside Shop
Canoes &
Accessories
Demo Boats
Mail Order
Surfwear
Mile End Mill, Llangollen
www.eddylines.co.uk

Southwater Watersports Centre

01403 732389

Dagger
Wavesport
Perception
Eskimo
Old Town
Ocean Kayak
Werner Paddles
Schlegel
Lendal
Palm
KOGG
Bomber Gear
Gul
Marlin
Snugg
Ainsworth
Hf

www.ukkayaking.co.uk

26 Station Road Southwater West Sussex RH13 7HQ
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Editorial
At the end of a day of big waves during the 1998 world wave ski
championships at Gwithian we watched as two lifeguards in wetsuits
took to a large block of rock standing clear of the cliffs. The waves
would explode in front of them and over them. Sometimes they were
able to hold on and sometimes they were washed into the sea several
metres below in the churning gap between the block and the cliffs,
clambering back up for another go. The conditions were extremely
marginal and we could not decide whether it was great fun or
foolhardy as rescue would have been all but impossible. Perhaps it was
both. We wondered if it was a new sport waiting to take off.
There was a time when the
International Canoe was
considered the most ludicrous
sailing boat in existence, until
the windsurfer made it relatively
sane. That was before kite sailing
made windsurfing look sedate, if
windsurfers doing aerial loops off
waves can be called sedate.
An information pamphlet put out by Visit Scotland for this year
suggests swimming through the Gulf of Corrievreckan but with a guide
as the timing has to be incredibly accurate. Our photographs in last
month’s guide were in nearly perfect conditions, calm weather, neap
tides and almost slack water yet you can see the turbulence running for
a couple of kilometres before it even gets to the whirlpool. Depending
on the weather and other conditions the timing can be an hour out
from what is predicted. In the wrong conditions the gulf can break
right across and the Great Race run downstream for 12km. Am I being
unduly cautious about the risk or will swimming the gulf be as
commonplace in the next decade as leaping down waterfalls in kayaks
has become in the last decade?
We seem to have an insatiable appetite for doing ever more extreme
things in the outdoors, some of which are dropped because they result
in too many deaths or because they have no scope for further
development but others of which become mass participation activities.
Some take off in further directions, such as adding spinnakers to
International Canoes which were already enough of a handful for most
people. What is certain is that today’s adventurous activity will become
commonplace in the future although there will be casualties along the
way. The problem is distinguishing the fun from the downright
foolhardy.

Fun or
foolhardy?

Publishers
Canoeist is published every month by S T & R J Fisher
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 4PE
Fax: 01235 847520
Email: mail@canoeist.co.uk (Beware; pictures for printing need to
be very much higher resolution than for on screen display, ie about
20 times the file size, and so are better sent by post.)
Web site: canoeist.co.uk
Copy date
Copy date for each issue is the first day of the preceding month.
Subscription rates
£35.40 per year for 12 issues.
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of
the editor or publishers. References to waters do not necessarily
imply that access or passage is legally permitted or that they are
safe in all conditions. The editor and publishers can not be held
responsible for any omissions of references to hazards from notes
on these waters. They do not necessarily support advertising claims
nor do they hold themselves responsible for inadequacies in items
of equipment reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is an independent magazine. Enquiries to governing
bodies and associations should be addressed to them, not to this
magazine. Addresses are to be found on the Classified pages.

Cover: Paddling in
Nepal but not just on the
usual rivers. Water By
Nature find more, as
described from page 16.
Fred Wondre and friends
also get off the beaten track
on the Skeena and the
Fulda Challenge takes to
the snow slopes.

Stuart Fisher

www.canoeist.co.uk
The Canoeist website is simple to use but
gives you a lot of information. As well as
details on the current issue there is
extensive indexing if you are trying to
locate a special article from the past. In
particular, the texts of all the guides in
issues which have sold out are available
free. Just go to the map, click on the
water of interest and the guide will
download instantly.

Two’s Up ? ? ?

Periodical Publishers Association
Independent Publisher Awards

Inaugural
Achievement Award
winner

www.cobrakayaks.co.uk

07831 718789
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On April 15th
ITV will launch a
new series in which a
team of boys will compete
against a team of girls in a range of
watersports. The very first programme
will feature kayaks.

How to win your own Perception Arc
This is your chance to win a Perception Arc as used by the teams in
the Splash Camp programme. You need to watch the programme then
answer these two simple questions based on what you see.
1) Who won the kayak round, the boys or the girls?
2) What did the losers have for supper?
Post your answers to arrive by Friday 29th April to Splash Camp
Competition, Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames,
Oxon OX14 4PE or email to splashcampcompetition@canoeist.co.uk.
Include your name, address and a contact telephone number.
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The world’s best
known canoeist

Judith Wood

As the world presents
accolades of the late
Pope John Paul II it
should also be
remembered that he
was a canoeist in his
younger days. More
recently he met
members of the Italian
Olympic sprint team

Sea for yourself
Oct 21st - 23rd will
be the bicentenary of
the Battle of Trafalgar.
It will be hard to go
anywhere without
being deluged with
Nelson memorabilia
so why not give in
and plan a sea kayak
weekend?

Course with
membership
Kingfisher Canoe
Club are running a 7
week introductory
course in kayaks,
starting on May 18th.
The £50 fee includes
not only the coaching
and hire of equipment
but also club
membership for the rest
of the year. [01865
820907]

And then there
was the time...
... John Ramwell went
to Portsmouth to give a
lecture on navigation
and got lost on the way.

Macmillan
challenge
Cancer charity
Macmillan are again
promoting their
Macmillan Miles
Challenge over May
22nd - 29th. You are
encouraged to do
anything you like as
long as it covers a
distance of 1.6km and
involves sponsorship for
their cause.

Lifetime’s work
recognized
In the 2005
Waterways Renaissance
Awards it was good to
see a Special Lifetime
Achievement Award
going to Ronnie Rusack.
His enthusiasm in Ratho
and far beyond has
been central to the
restoration of the Union
Canal and much of the
Scottish lowland canal
system.
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Olympic athlete James Hickman, CCPR CEO Margaret Talbot and CCPR chairman Howard Wells at the
House of Commons launch of the CCPR Red Book calling for more funding for sport.

Why sport
needs more money

A week before the Budget the CCPR launched The
CCPR Red Book for Sport & Recreation to explain how
sport is delivering on Government targets and needs a
doubling of funding, which would still leave us well
short of funding in some other countries.
* HM Treasury want active citizenship.
* The Department for Culture, Media & Sport want
sport encouraged.
* The Department for Education & Skills want whole
school improvement and improved attainment.
* The Department for Health and National Health
Service want obesity and osteoporosis tackled.
* The Home Office want crime and disorder reduction.
* The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister want to
encourage sustainable communities.
* The Department for the Environment, Food & Rural
Affairs want quality of life in rural communities.
* The Department for Transport want sustainable
transport.
* The Department of Work & Pensions want care for
the elderly.
* The Ministry of Defence want fit recruits.
* The Department for International Development want
development and education.
CANOEIST April 2005

* The Department for Trade & Industry and Foreign &
Commonwealth Office want to encourage invisible
earnings.
The CCPR deliver on all of these. An example of
encouraging sustainable communities quoted was the
purchase and sustainable management of Symonds Yat
rapid by the BCU.

Traditional
Thames descent

The Thames Traditional Boat Society are to celebrate
their 25th anniversary by sculling the length of the
river. They will begin with a Mayday Cruise from
Lechlade to Wolvercote over Apr 30th - May 2nd,
covering about 16km/day. A group may go upstream
from the Trout launching point to Lechlade or beyond
on the Friday. Lunch and overnight stops will be at
riverside inns. Coordinators are Susan and John
Greenford, builder of Luing (Mar, p28).

Music on the move

Those who enjoy Irish music and paddling may like
to listen out for the 2nd annual Thames Floating Tionol
which will travel by narrowboat from Oxford to
Goring and back over Jun 10 - 14th, the weekend of

WCA officials

Narrowboat with squeezebox and flute providing
enjoyable accompaniment on the Grand Union
Canal near Horton last summer.

Inner feelings
Mark Stubbs was
joined by fellow Devizes
to Westminster Race
competitor and
adventurer Peter Bray
and two others in a
rowing attempt across the
Atlantic last year, a trip
which ended with their
boat’s sinking in a storm.
Mark describes frankly
his thoughts and spiritual
feelings in that disaster in
a four page feature in the
current edition of Alpha
News.

Joint Nature Conservation Committee & Rohan Holt

the Beale Park Thames Boat Show where there will be
canoes, rowing boats, classic and sailing craft plus a
chance to mess about with powered craft. Lessons and
workshops on uillean pipes will combine with evening
music sessions in local public houses.

Richard Lee has
decided not to return to
the WCA and Richard
Harvey has been
confirmed as chief
executive after standing
in for a year. In turn, his
own position as director
of access has been taken
over by Pam Bell of
Mountain & Water.

Andy Tibbetts

Automobile Association

Spanish sea
symposium success
The first Spanish sea
kayak symposium has
gone off successfully with
delegates from the USA
and several European
countries, including
about half a dozen
Britons. The paddling
was not exceptional but
everything else is
reported to have gone
well.

Improved weather
forecasting
The NASA forecasters
are bringing more
accurate weather
forecasting by installing
sensors in a fleet of
commuter aircraft to
collect data.
If you missed the lecture on the Pen Llyn a’r Sarnau SAC lecture at the BCU sea kayak symposium at Cwm
Pennant last year (Nov, p36) but would like to have heard it you still have a chance. The SAC has moved
from a candidate area to a confirmed area and Alison Palmer-Edwards is willing to talk to interested groups.
She will also be able to benefit from any feedback you give her. [01286 679381]

Falmouth action

Things will be a bit hectic around Falmouth over the
May Day holiday. The NMMC will have the Royal
Marine Commandos carrying out an all out attack on a
ship in the hands of terrorists over Apr 30th - May 2nd.
On May 1st the RNLI will host Mayday! Mayday!
which will involve helicopter and lifeboat rescues, a
massive road accident and diving including use of old
equipment, an event which raised £8,000 when first
run in 2001.

New Welsh sea festival

A Stackpole Sea Kayak Festival is to be run over May
28 - 30th by the WCA and National Trust Wales. The

theme will be Paddling Lightly with enjoyment of
surroundings and wildlife. There will be senior coaches
on hand to take rolling clinics and beginners’ sessions
and there will be some coastal journeys, talks, music,
barbecues and more. The cost is £100 in the NTW
residential centre or £50 camping. [01646 661464]

Walbridge rescues
Knight and Foote after roll

Freestylers Karen Knight and Bob Foote had the rear
tyre on their van blow in West Virginia, their new 9m
trailer breaking free and rolling onto the central reserve.
The trailer, a Bell Flashfire, an irreplaceable Mike Gault
Cygnet and various household items were destroyed.
CANOEIST April 2005

Andy Jackson
memorial releases
As promised, some
hydro releases were
planned for the Andy
Jackson Memorial
Weekend at the
beginning of April with
the Garry and Oich
(agreed by the angling
proprietor) on the
Saturday and Moriston on
the Sunday. Facilities
were also being made
available at Invergarry
shinty club and
Invermoriston Memorial
Hall with the Ben Nevis
Hotel in Fort William
acting as party base
camp.
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Ken Jeddere-Fisher photographs

The American Canoe Association’s white water safety
expert, Charlie Walbridge, happened to be passing at
the time and was able to assist with the rescue.

Ken and Alec training for the summer.

Fundraising

Jeff Simmons of Westel Canoe Club collects the Strand Inter-Club Touring
Award Shield from BCU CEO Paul Owen, watched by organizer Mike Hubbard.
15 members of the club amassed 6,847 points, double the score of the runners
up, the Midland group of the Canoe-Camping Club, who had nearly twice as
many participants. CCC groups took four of the first six places, Purley slipping in
amongst them in 4th place.

21 people rescued per day

Mike Reid

Last year the RNLI launched 7,656 times, rescuing
7,507 people. The busiest boats were in sheltered
waters, Tower Pier on the Thames with 322 launches
and Poole with 132. 52% involved leisure craft. 109
were to canoeists, 8 of whose lives it is thought were
saved.
The RNLI have
produced a
standard for
beach safety
signs which
they hope will
be adopted
for all beaches. At
present beach owners
make their own
decisions on what signs
to display.

Late news
Bernard O’Connor
died suddenly at Easter.
He was chairman of the
Open Canoe Sailing
Group and vice chairman
of the BCU East
Midlands Region. The
previous weekend he had
been on the OCSG stand
at the canoe exhibition.
We plan to carry an
appreciation in the next
issue.
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Reason for launch
No of
of lifeboat to
launches
canoeists
Capsize

28

Adverse conditions

20

May be in trouble

15

Overdue

11

Abandoned boat

10

Man overboard

10

Leaks/swamping

7

Stranding

4

Ill crewman

2

Other

2

Total

109

CANOEIST April 2005

13 year old Alec Jeddere-Fisher, accompanied by me,
his father, plans to paddle 640km from Godalming
nearly to Kendal during the first 3 weeks of August to
raise money for Sue Ryder Care. Alec has chosen to do
this in memory of the mother of one of his best friends,
who had been fighting cancer for as long as he knew
her. Claire died in her own home in December 2003
after a number of stays at the Sue Ryder hospice in
Nettlebed. There is also a family connection in that
Alec’s grandfather, who has himself recently received
treatment for lymphoma, has for many years helped to
organize the monthly sales that raise funds for the
home. Alec and I will start down the River Wey and
then go upstream along the Thames to Oxford. The
entire south and north sections of the Oxford Canal and
the Coventry Canal, followed by a section of the Trent
and Mersey Canal, will get us just past Stoke-on-Trent.
We will travel along the Macclesfield and Peak Forest
Canals before passing through Manchester on the
Ashton, Rochdale and Bridgewater Canals. From here
we will follow the main line and Rufford branch of the
Leeds and Liverpool Canal to the River Douglas. The
crossing of the Ribble estuary will provide the only
open water of the trip then the new Ribbble Link will
give access to 80 lock free kilometres of the Lancaster
Canal. We will finish by seeing how far we can probe
up the now disused northern end of the canal that was
closed in the 1950s to make way for the construction of
the M6 motorway. The trip will be unsupported and
we will camp or stay in canalside pubs along the way.
This will mean carrying in the canoe a quantity of food
and equipment, including a trolley to help negotiate the
200 locks along the route. As well as route planning and
making arrangements for accommodation along the
way, training for the journey has also started. We both
need to develop a steady and economical paddling style
as well as reaching a sufficient level of fitness and
stamina for the trip. This will mostly be along our local
stretch of the Thames but will include daily paddles
along the Broadland rivers during a week’s holiday in
Norfolk in June. There will also be sessions along the
nearest sections of the Grand Union Canal to get used
to canal paddling and lock portages. If you would like
to support Alec in his efforts to raise as much money as
possible for Sue Ryder Care please visit his fundraising
web page at http://www.justgiving.com/canoe400. We
would like to acknowledge the support of Richard
Bennett of Outdoor Active who supplied the canoe for
the trip at a generous discount. This has been used to
start off the fund of money Alec is raising for Sue Ryder
Care. Raynor Harmsworth of Reflex Signs at

Claire Woods

Wycombe Air Park are kindly creating adhesive banners
for the canoe to draw attention to our efforts.

Ken Jeddere-Fisher
Angela Glendenning has decided that entering her
eighth decade should be an active celebration of
growing older so she is marking the occasion by raising
a large amount of money for her chosen charities, the
North Staffs Kidney Patients Association and
Staffordshire Transplant Association Family and Friends.
The Salma Dialysis Centre in Khartoum in Sudan will
also be a winner as Angela intends to buy a desperately
needed kidney dialysis machine dedicated for the use of
patients with hepatitis infections. As a peg upon which
to hang her fundraising, Angela will run 7 miles, walk
70, bicycle another 70, swim 1 mile, horse ride for 7
miles, climb 7 tors on Dartmoor and canoe 7 miles
down the Severn. These events will take place during
April and May and the aim is to raise £28,000 through
donations and support from local companies. All this is
on one kidney, having donated the other to her niece,
Sarah, in January 2004. Needless to say, it is Sarah who
has provided the inspiration for Angela’s marathon
effort. Angela is encouraging Staffordshire folk to join
her in one or more of the events. In typical forthright
style she suggests ‘If I can complete all seven challenges
at my age there’s little reason why everyone can’t put
their best foot forward and join me in one or more of
the events or even invent one of their own! My friend
Sally, with whom I was at school all those years ago and
who is only one week younger than me, is taking part
in all the challenges except the running. Sally is raising
money for Exeter Samaritans, where she is a leading
light. The challenges should be no big deal for her. She
completed a charity walk from John o’ Groats to Lands
End in 1996.’ Angela has been supported in her many
endeavours by her late husband and local personality
Frank Glendenning, who died in December 2002. Final
words from Angela: ‘I wanted to make my 70th year
memorable and, as well as raising a lot of money, I want
to raise awareness of the urgent need for as many
people as possible to sign on to the NHS Organ Donor
Register. Many people live a half life while waiting for
an organ to become available while others become too
ill to receive one. Our two local renal and transplant
associations support patients and their carers so that no
one need feel alone and every year the Staffordshire
Transplant Family and Friends Association sends a team
to the annual Transplant Games. Angela will match her
fundraising for these charities with money to support a
renal and transplant centre in Khartoum, which she
visited with a local doctor in November.

Ian Carruthers
Seven is the magic number for Natasha Ballard from
Weston-super-Mare… The 33 year old is one of the
few women taking part in a gruelling seven day
endurance sports event. The week long experience is
made up of seven marathons, one per day, which she

Natasha Ballard, ready for anything.
anticipates will take her around seven hours each to
complete. The event, the Endurancelife 7 x 7 x 7
Challenge, takes place this July in Devon. It consists of
seven consecutive multisport marathon distance events.
They are off road running marathon, mountain biking,
open water kayak, traditional road running, cycling
time trial, indoor rowing and multisport kayak, run and
bike marathon. Natasha is taking part in the event to
help raise funds, in multiples of seven of course, for two
charities very close to her heart, Weston Hospicecare
and the Fire Services National Benevolent Fund.
Natasha says ‘I have never been very sporty and never
ran before 2003, not even at school! I am not a very fast
but great at endurance. I enter just for the challenge of
completing it and every time I manage it I am amazed
at myself. It’s very unusual for women to do the 7 x 7 x
7 so I will probably be one of just two women to take
part. I am paying for the event myself so all the
sponsorship will go to the charities. Seven thousand
pounds for each charity would be nice but £21,000
total would be ideal as it’s three times seven! Natasha
says she has an unorthodox approach to training and
competing in the marathons. Unlike the purist athletes
she likes to eat and drink whatever she wants, whenever
she wants it, while competing and training. ‘The most
important training is practising to eat while running,
biking or rowing. This is my secret weapon and I think
the key to my success. Keeping your energy level up is
vital. I am able to eat sandwiches uphill on my bike,
while running and against the tide while kayaking.
‘Kayakwise, fellow club member and owner of Mendip
Outdoor Pursuits Jim Haywood has been training me in
the kayaks on the Yeo at Congresbury. To sponsor
Natasha, call 01934 423922.

Useful legal
precedent set by
climbers
Representatives of
over 40 outdoor
adventure organizations
have won a decision in
principle by Minister
Jane Kennedy to exclude
climbing and caving
from the Temporary
Working at Height
Directive, something
never intended to apply
to outdoor activities. It
comes in the aftermath
of the Lords’ dismissing
the regulation that bright
orange paint needs to be
used to coat anything
containing steam, such
as historic railway
engines. At last we are
starting to see
acceptance that one EU
regulation is not
appropriate for all
circumstances to which
it can possibly be
applied, setting useful
precedents for other
bright EU blanket ideas
fired at us.

Claire Woods

Novices tackle playboats in the pool at the OS Outdoor Show.
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A risk in time saves crime

Heinz Wolff, professor of biochemistry at Brunel University, has
backed the All Party Parliamentary Group on Risk and Adventure in
Society on risk management versus risk prevention in Britain: ‘Risk
prevention for the few means waste creation for all. Today’s world is
not and cannot be risk free and resources are limited. Society must
therefore set priorities based upon which risks are most important. The
current attitude of society to many forms of risk is totally irrational,
scientifically indefensible and economically damaging: preoccupation
with safety dissipates a significant amount of national resource. If we
can get help in quantifying risk we can make sensible decisions in
managing it.’
Continuing, Professor Wolff stated ‘Wasted resources include much
more than money; consider society’s goodwill, everyone’s time, our
quality of life and freedom, missed opportunities, health and so on. We
have a biological need for risk in our lives and need for ‘Vitamin R’,
admittedly greater in some than others, and a need especially present in
young people but it is essential to all. If not managed well by society
by providing enough legal risk in schools, sports clubs, the arts and
social and family environments this need for risk will become
mismanaged and cause risk seeking behaviour by individuals, antisocial,
criminal or simply unhealthy: a risk in time saves crime!’
Lembit Öpik, co-chairman of ARISc, MP for Montgomeryshire and
leader of the Welsh Liberal Democrats, said ‘It is very encouraging that
Mr Wolff endorses our position. The all party group aims to cultivate a
balanced and realistic attitude towards risk. At the moment our culture
takes a zero tolerance policy towards risk, prioritizing risk aversion
over risk management. This approach does not make sense socially,
economically or, as Professor Wolff suggests, scientifically.
‘Our world is not and can never be risk free. In pursuing such a goal
we are losing many of the positive benefits of healthy risk taking. The
spread of compensation culture has done severe damage to the
adventure and recreation sector as well as proving a major deterrent for
volunteers. Consequently, our children are missing out with fewer
school trips and adventure activities.
‘Many of the problems that face our society today, from childhood
obesity to juvenile crime, could be lessened if we take a more sensible
approach to risk management and give young people legal and positive
opportunities for excitement and adventure.’
Julian Brazier, MP for Canterbury and Whitstable, Shadow Minister
for Trade and International Development and co-chairman of ARISc,
stated ‘We take very seriously the damage done to volunteering,
adventure activities, school trips and play opportunities because people
do not take a balanced view of the positive and negative sides of
healthy risk taking. Despite the obvious contribution healthy risk
taking makes to our lives, the UK continues to be very unreal about
risk.’
Lembit Öpik said ‘In Britain we have what I’d call a zero tolerance
approach to risk; wherever we see risk we try to eliminate it through
regulation and legislation. While this seems laudable it is ultimately self
defeating.
‘Instead of trying to eliminate risk we should seek to manage it,
harnessing the great benefits positive risk taking can have in terms of
health, self esteem, social confidence and happiness.
‘Risk, when taken in sensible doses, is the difference between sterile,
anodyne and artificial living versus the chance to learn, accomplish and
feel alive. Kids and adults need excitement and adventure in their lives.
If we don’t give people legal ways to get their kicks they’ll look
elsewhere. Drug abuse, juvenile crime, binge drinking and obesity are
all partly the consequence of our overcautious approach to risk.’
Julian Brazier commented ‘A major problem here is the spread of a
compensation culture. Volunteering numbers are down; insurance
premiums are up. People within the outdoor pursuits industry are
genuinely fearful of litigation because ludicrous claims have won large
amounts of money.
‘Until the government comes out and openly challenges the
increasingly litigious nature of our society these fears will remain and
people will be denied access to the benefits of healthy and fun outdoor
activities.’
Lembit Öpik added ‘The Government has now acknowledged that a
problem exists but the solutions that they have put forward simply will
not do the job. In an Adjournment Debate Julian and myself will be
questioning the Government on their approach to these issues. Risk is
like a vitamin, ultimately very nourishing in the right dose. So, we ask
the Minister if she is brave enough to give us back our Vitamin R.’
Following the adjournment debate tabled by Lembit Öpik on the
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Lembit Öpik taking part in outdoor activities.
issue of Health and Safety in the Outdoor Pursuits Industry, the Minister
for Work, Jane Kennedy, agreed to meet with Lembit Öpik and Julian
Brazier to discuss the issue further.
Lembit Öpik said ‘I was greatly encouraged by the Minister’s
response to my speech. The dialogue will help us make real progress
over risk management and the compensation culture. The Minister
agreed with me on the importance of combating the so called
compensation culture, cutting overzealous red tape, promoting
adventure in society and approaching risk in a sensible and
proportionate manner. She also clearly recognizes the value of outdoor
pursuits.
‘My constituents, people like Pete Jones who runs the Red Ridge
Outdoor Pursuits Centre, suffer at the hands of this litigious culture.
Businesses providing healthy and fun outdoor activities have been
throttled by rising insurance premiums and falling attendance figures.
Customers have suffered as facilities have been closed down.
‘In Wales, adventure tourism in worth over £133 million each year.
We must protect this industry from spurious litigation and unnecessary
rules. So we must shift from impossible dreams of risk elimination to
the attainable goal of risk management. I look forward to meeting
Minister Jane Kennedy on the issue. She understands the problem and
I reckon we’ll find a solution through sensible and constructive cross
party dialogue.

John Staples
It is pleasing to see an all party body taking up this issue which we have
pushed repeatedly in the past. It comes at the same time as a complaint by the
head of the Health & Safety Commission that the British are becoming too
concerned about risk, there being no such thing as a risk free society.
Meanwhile, the Government announcement by Education Secretary
Ruth Kelly that every young person should have the opportunity to
take part in a wide range of high quality outdoor learning, including at
least one residential experience as part of the school curriculum, has
been welcomed by the Jubilee Waterside Centre, amongst others.
The charity has been offering outdoor learning and residential trips
for over 27 years and has proof about the enormous benefits to young
people.
‘This recognition as to the value of quality work delivered by
providers such as the Jubilee Waterside Centre has endorsed what we
have always known, that activities such as climbing and kayaking can
and do stimulate young people to interact with fellow students in a fun
and safe environment as well as teaching them new key skills that
enhance formal learning in the classroom,’ said Dave Thorley, the head
of centre.
We are particularly delighted that schools will be encouraged to
partner with outdoor activity providers, including youth organizations,
and hope that young children in the future will be actively encouraged
to take part in activities that not only develop key soft skills but that
are also fun! Well done, Ruth Kelly.’
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Luing link

Underwhelming response
to access forum

The BCU invited their 25,000 members to an access
forum in March at Westminster, restricting places to
the first 100 applicants. On the day just 15 people
turned up, 20% of whom were from the CanoeCamping Club. Amongst those who declined was
website owner Mark Rainsley who feared a BCU
whitewash.
The discussion was led by the BCU’s new access
supremo, Tim Joiner, who will be otherwise occupied
for much of the year from May 18th when he becomes
Lord Mayor of Westminster, responsible for a budget
bigger than that of Switzerland and deputy to the
Queen in her absence, needing to meet foreign
dignitaries. Nevertheless, he has promised to push the
access issue. He said that the BCU do not consider the
second Brighton report holds the solution to the access
problem but will try to implement local agreements,
which should not be written off. A new policy is
needed to improve the legal right of canoeing. A
paddle to Westminster with a presentation at Portcullis
House is to take place in September or October once
the new Government have settled in but it will need to
be on a Wednesday afternoon, not at a weekend when
MPs will be back in their constituencies. Tim said we
need to move from a BCU led to an access led
situation but Colin Kempson said it must be BCU led.
Tony Wilkins of the CCC said the anglers were in a
similar legal position to the person who buys a
secondhand stolen car.
It was claimed that the EA have a policy that
building safe weirs would be condoning public trespass.
Thus, the new weirs at Ludlow on the disputed public
navigation of the River Teme have been built with
chutes 600mm wide to make them just too narrow for
canoeists.
The BCU say each river must have an access point at
least every 8km and a campsite every 24km.
It was reported how meetings had been held with
Alun Michael but not that Canoeist had already talked
to him before this. It was claimed that there was no
political activity ahead of the general election. My diary
for that first week of March had items of potential
access significance on six of these days, three involving
MPs or ministers, one in the House of Commons!

The Rivers Access Campaign have a
new leaflet which was circulated at
the canoe exhibition. It explains the
problem and calls for access for all.
The only person who took exception
to it at the exhibition was an angler.

An EA leaflet invited OS
Outdoor Show visitors to visit
their stand and ‘Find out how
we are increasing access to
water across England and
Wales’. It listed only the
restoration of the lower Tryweryn and the Brighton
project on the Wear, Mersey, Teme and Waveney,
of which the Wear and Teme had already been
abandoned before the Tryweryn agreement was
completed. The leaflet did say that you can walk the
full length of the Severn and they have a canoeing
guide to part of it. It must be very hard to list one’s
achievements when one has so few.

Promoting
Midland canals
Canal enthusiasts are
gathering to the north of
Birmingham over the
weekend of May
28/29th to cruise some
of the less well used
waterways to stop them
from slipping out of use.
Use them or lose them.
The more boats the
better for supporting the
cause. [07778 685764]

Woodmill weir
reopened
Work on the weir at
Woodmill has been
completed and it is now
open for use once
again.

Milton Keynes
about turn

This was a Countryside Agency boast at the OS
Outdoor Show but none of the 2,000 new access
routes paid for was on water.

Following the
decision by Milton
Keynes Council not to
safeguard the line of the
proposed Bedford &
Milton Keynes
Waterway (Feb, p9) the
policy has been
reviewed. It has now
been decided that the
line will be safeguarded
and the route will be
included in the Eastern
Expansion Area
Development
Framework.

WFD seminar

Canoeing infrastructure

There are several new canoeing projects planned at
present, including a £7,000,000 scheme in Stockport.
Liverpool and New Brighton are each to have floating
white water courses or perhaps it is the same one
commuting across the River Mersey. Rotherham is to
have a 400m indoor course as part of a ski resort. There
is also a new club proposed at Brownhills and
Elmbridge are to open an extension to their clubhouse.

Environmentally
friendly power?

Passing the Npower stand at the OS Outdoor Show,
I was stopped by a woman who wanted me to sign up
for their environmentally friendly power. In the course

Islanders of Luing are
calling for a bridge to
replace the ferry which
is noted for its high
crosses of Cuan Sound.
Sailors complain that a
low level bridge would
prevent their use of the
channel, adding more
than a dozen kilometres
to the route north from
Loch Melfort towards
Oban.

Another part of the EA publicity implying a very
different picture from the truth.
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The British section of
the International
Navigation Association
are holding a half day
symposium at the
Institution of Civil
Engineers in London on
Apr 11th on The EU
Water Framework
Directive: What it
means for Inland
Waterways. Sponsored
by BW, the EA and the
Association of Inland
Navigation Authorities,
it is free to interested
parties but delegates
must be registered in
advance.
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Jay Commins

of the conversation I explained that I thought that some of their
policies were far from environmentally friendly, not least the damming
of Scottish rivers. She told me emphatically that Npower are not
involved with damming Scottish rivers. The next morning, after
checking with John Picken of the SCA, I returned with documentary
evidence, including the Braan and Fechlin. This time the stand was
manned by Dave Johnson, who is about to become a manager in
Scotland and who was surprised and disturbed by the cases I presented
to him and has taken copies of documentation. I also asked whether a
wind pylon, during its lifetime, would recover the power used in its
manufacture, installation and subsequent removal. He thought it
would not. I have no plans to change my power supplier.

Lower Tryweryn
access on hold

No sooner had the lower Tryweryn been reopened for use than a
meeting between the NFU, EA, local landowners and Canolfan
Tryweryn suspended it downstream of Chapel Falls. It was hoped to
sort out the problems during March and have it open again in April
but check first on 01678 520826 before attempting to use it.
There is also a question mark over its use for next year’s world wild
water racing championships with the Washburn being considered as
the only alternative with reliable water.

Canoeists collect skip
full of rubbish from Lune

If you meet people like this around Yorkshire’s waterways do not
be alarmed. They will be BW staff getting out of the office for
some fresh air while tidying up towpaths. On the other hand, they
might be more brightly dressed.

Canoeists from across northwest of England collected over 70 bags
full of rubbish from a stretch of Cumbria’s River Lune (Mar, p11).
The river clean up was organized by local river advisor Andy Clifford
and was one of the most successful ever. The event was a template for
other areas as canoeists, farmers, residents and other members of the
local community rallied together to rid the stretch of river between
Rigmaden and Kirkby Lonsdale of debris that has built up in recent
times. Andy said ‘Collecting garbage from a river is not a pleasant job
but, thanks to lots of local people and businesses, we achieved a huge
amount. Protective gloves and large plastic bags to collect the rubbish
were kindly provided by the EA. They also arranged for Supaskips

Lancaster Canal restoration begins

Funding has been obtained for design of the restoration of the first section of the Northern Reaches of the Lancaster Canal. The first phase to
be tackled will be the 6km from Kendal to Nattand Road, which will lead to regeneration around the canal in Kendal. This section should cost
£13,500,000 and be completed by 2009. Note the kayak on the River Kent.
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from Lancaster to provide a lockable skip in order to
remove the rubbish at the end of the day. We must also
thank Lakeland Horizons for the shuttle service up the
river, Dove Nest Group for a minibus and Sita for their
help with the waste disposal.’ Local canoeists turned
out in force, ready to collect and shuttle the rubbish
downstream. Two drops on the river were arranged
with the kind permission of a local farmer and the
Underley Estate. The boats took loads of rubbish to
each drop and then finally on to Devil’s Bridge. The
paddlers came from all across south Lakeland, including
a good showing from the Duddon Canoe Club, local
Kendal based paddlers and even some from over the
Pennines in Yorkshire.
Chris Simon

Nith conflict allegations

A clause of the draft catchment management plan for
the Nith suggests there could be conflict between
canoeists and anglers. Canoeists believe there has been
no such history and this could simply be a way of
getting round the spirit of the Land Reform Act. The
EA have used allegations of conflicts to help get control
of the Wye and there is a suspicion that the same claims
could be used to try to disrupt the requirements of the
Land Reform Act as EA style catchment management
plans are required to be written to comply with the EU
Water Framework Directive.

EA make access
appointment

Roger Goulding, the EA’s southwest region
recreational officer, has been appointed as Policy &
Process Advisor - Recreation (Access to Water Project)
in their head office in Bristol. It is a one year post
‘managing consultants as they deliver canoe access
agreements on four sections of river’. If this refers to
the Brighton study, from which two rivers have been
deleted and one already has a full length public access
agreement, he might need to take along a book to read.

Further postponement
of EA T&WO public inquiry

The DEFRA Secretary of State has again postponed
making a decision on whether to proceed with a public
inquiry over the EA’s Transport & Works Order
application which writes in the requirement for all
canoeists to have third party insurance for any river
under the control of the EA. They have promised that,
having got the legislation, they will not use it but it will
be in place should they choose to change their mind at
a future date and should they be put in charge of
navigation on other rivers in England and Wales.
Paddlers International is one of the formal objectors
calling for the public inquiry. A decision will not now
be made until Jul 1st, taking it beyond the general
election.

Land Reform Act
resolves Spey dispute

One of the early effects of the new access legislation
has been to bring to the discussion table the managers of
Tulchan Estate and a more open line of communication
has now been established. Responsible access/egress
will now be possible without impediment at Advie
Bridge. A small part of the obstructive fence, placed
twelve years ago to prevent canoe access at this
traditional launching location, has now been taken
down. The padlock has also been removed from the
high gate.

Tulchan Estate has, in addition, created a new
launching point approximately 1.7km downstream
from Advie Bridge. The new location will be clearly
signposted at the junction by the bridge and also at
the roadside adjacent to the track leading to this very
convenient riverside site. The new location, which is
situated well away from any potential dangers of
passing traffic, may have particular appeal to larger
groups requiring to manœuvre/park vehicles and
trailers. Tulchan Estate has been good enough to lay
hardstanding at the site and have stated they will
maintain, to good standard, the carpark as well as the
track leading to the additional access/egress point. It
would be the preference of the estate management
that paddlers use this new site; however, we should be
quite clear that the establishment of this new carpark
in no way diminishes rights of access at Advie Bridge.
The Land Reform legislation has acted as a catalyst
in helping resolve the situation at Advie Bridge.
However, once again it has been constructive,
reasoned discussion and co-operation between the
relevant parties that has finally facilitated change,
progressing this matter to a workable, mutually
acceptable stage in the process towards reasonable
access. I would take this opportunity to thank all
those who have helped improve access to the River
Spey at Tulchan, in particular the Cairngorms
National Park Authority, SNH, Alex Sutherland,
access officer of Highland Council, and Mr Simon
Clowes of Davis & Bowring, land managers to
Tulchan Estate.
Dave Craig is the SCA Spey Adviser.

Somerset waterways
trust establishment

A public meeting to officially form the Somerset
Waterways Development Trust was to be held in
March in Huntworth. The trust proposes to:
Promote Somerset waterways.
Educate people about Somerset waterways.
Interpret the history and landscape of Somerset
waterways.
Protect and conserve the environment, landscape,
heritage and recreational resource of Somerset
waterways.
Improve and enhance Somerset waterways.
Terry Kemp, economic and social development
manager at British Waterways, who has been assisting
locals, canal users and others to form the trust, said
‘Within Somerset there are a wealth of waterways and
canals ready to be rediscovered as an important local
asset. They are often hidden and consequently not
being used or appreciated as well as they could. The
purpose of the new trust will be to influence changes to
this to encourage and support recreational use where
appropriate.’
For more details and to become part of the Trust
contact the membership secretary, Maunsel Lock Canal
Centre, Bankland, N Newton, Bridgwater, Somerset
TA7 0DH
The annual membership is £10 for individuals.

Opposing invasive
species
DEFRA proposals
should ban the
importation of dangerous
and non native plant
species. These include
the rash inducing giant
hogweed and quick
growing floating
pennywort which
produces dense mats of
weed.

Littered beaches
A study of nearly 300
UK beaches has found a
piece of litter every half
metre on average.

The real culprits
Despite the propensity
of some anglers to blame
canoeists for their
inability to catch fish and
the tendency for some
landowners to pander to
their whims by opposing
the use of rivers by
canoeists, there is
increasing evidence that
declining fish stocks are
more to do with
overfishing and from
fertilizer runoff into rivers
and then the sea as a
result of current farming
practices. Perhaps anglers
and farmers should forget
about canoeists and
concentrate on their own
contributions to the
situation.

Small toll reduction
suggested for
Broads
An independent
working group on the
charges for use of the
Broads have suggested
that fees for non powered
craft should be reduced
from £24.70 to £20.00
per year. The Broads
Authority paid little
attention to canoe
licences until pressed to
do so when the BCU
were applying to have the
Broads licence included
in their own licence
scheme.

Lucy Poulton

INCIDENT FILE
America’s Lyme Bay
The Americans have had a Lyme Bay style of tragedy. A party were accompanied
by a motorboat which broke down. While attempts were made to get it moving
other paddlers began to have problems. The only communication was a mobile phone
but there was no signal in the area so somebody paddled to the next bay in order to
make contact. Three people died during the four hours it took to obtain help.
CANOEIST April 2005
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Nepal paddling
extravaganza
Chaos abounds at Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan International Airport. It
is easy to recognize our guides, the two 6 foot lads towering over the
Nepalese who are eagerly touting for business. With our eight kayaks
teetering on our tiny overloaded trolleys, we negotiate our way to the
exit, realizing UK airport trolleys are the best in the world when we
have large luggage.
We drive to our hotel amidst the apparent disorder that is
Kathmandu’s road system, tooting taxis and buses in every direction
UP THE CREEK
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The distinctive Monkey Temple.

Prayer wheels, a woman porter and some local girls.
plus the quintessential sacred cow sleeping in the middle of the road
but, amazingly, it all seems to work. Kathmandu is a feast for the
senses. The tourist area of Thamel has flashing lights advertising
western style bars and restaurants, interspersed with young street sellers
selling tiger balm or the (only ever whispered) ‘Hash?’
The following morning we say farewell to our kayaks as they depart
à la rickshaw, to meet our equipment bus for the 20 hour journey to
Biratnagar. The rest of the day is spent enjoying this amazing city,
exploring Bhaktapur, Durbar square and the temples at Pashupatinath.
Our journey begins in the busy domestic terminal as throngs of
Sherpas, taking much needed goods back home, battle with us en
route to our river adventure but we are fortunate to have Stan, an
imposing chap who gets straight to the front of the queue. The flight
brings us our first incredible views of the entire Himalayan range with
great shots of Everest, Makalu and Kanchenjunga and a much
preferable option than the 20 hour bus ride. A short road trip takes us
through the last village in the flatland (terai) and then to Hile with a
tantalizing brief view of the river along the way. Our hosts for the
night give us a warm reception at the Hotel Gajur followed by an
evening of generous hospitality and Tungba (a local type of millet
beer) fuelling our excitement for the trip ahead.
The guides are up early, preparing a hearty breakfast before we get
on the road, a rather loose term, all things considered. At Biratnagar
we meet our array of porters, enough to move a small village. Women
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Rest point and Wine and Cheese evening spread.
and men alike carry all our equipment, including the gear rafts, barrels,
our kayaks and even cooler boxes! We set off on our trek to the river
with just our daypacks, cameras and water. At a leisurely pace it still
feels quite steep but the Nepali men file past us, seemingly oblivious to
the weight of the rafts they are carrying. Friendly locals beckon us in
for chai, the local sweet milky tea, as we arrive early in Chauki amidst
stunning views of Makalu.
We have been told that there was some Maoist activity in this area.
Since 1996 the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) has been waging a
campaign to overthrow the country’s monarchy. Despite current
publicity, the Maoists so far have appeared to be polite and respectful
to tourists and we are no exception. The following day we are also
greeted by the Royal Nepal army; we are spoilt for attention. The
early morning views here are out of this world, the sunrise creating red
tinges on the snow capped peaks and our cameras get busy as our
kayaks walk ahead of us. Today’s ridge walk is easy and takes us to the
village of Gopha Pokhari but the following morning takes us to the
highest point of our trek, to 10,000ft, rewarding us with our first views
of the magnificent Kanchenjunga Massif. The nights are pretty cold
but the warm daytime temperatures more than make up. Our last
camp before the river is at Gorga where we enjoy a Wine and Cheese
evening, much to Scouse’s delight as he gets to celebrate his regular
‘red wine Thursday’ in stunning surroundings. Our trek has flown by.
Our first river run is the Maiwa Khola, a technical grade 4 run
which very rarely gets paddled. Our guides have sent the bulk of the
gear down to Dobhan to set up camp, leaving us free to enjoy the day.
Stan and Shiva explain how we will run the river and the safety
precautions we will take whilst Lee, the videographer, heads
downstream, eager to catch footage for us. As essentially a pool drop
river, most scouts we are able to do from our boats. With boofs into
clear pools below, we realize we are finally here, paddling wild
Himalayan Rivers after 18 months of planning. We reach the
confluence with the Tamur at Dobhan absolutely pumped after
running what we consider to be the best day’s paddling we have ever
had. Little do we know it is just the beginning.
As the guides conjure up an amazing feast of steak, garlic bread and a
fresh green salad, the porters are paid for their hard work, an
equivalent to more than a month’s pay for their normal earnings as
local farmers. They will enjoy plenty of Rakshi or Tungba on the way
home this evening.
The next morning we paddle the picturesque Tamur, a river very
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Afloat on the Tamur, the first river. The support crew.
rarely paddled owing to its complicated logistics. We are astounded at
how smooth the trip has run up until this point and with the addition
of two gear rafts we can continue to enjoy paddling this wilderness trip
with no added weight in our kayaks. The river is clear and continuous
and a kayaker’s dream with an unbelievable amount of play. We have
all chosen to bring playboats on Stan’s recommendation and are glad
we have. This is an amazingly user friendly river. Mahindra and Mush
are rowing our pretty large gear rafts and have great fun manœuvring
around holes and even punching through some by sheer momentum.
We finish our day at the confluence with the Kabeli Khola, totally
over the moon at the paddling! Our Nepali river guides treat us to dhal
bhat this evening, a very tasty local dish, and for dessert we can’t
believe they have made us trifle… with rum soaked brownies as a base!

Dinosaur Rock
The following morning we awaken to the sounds of Seeed, Stan’s
favourite music, and the smell of breakfast and hot coffee. After a
pretty continuous section of white water and one scout we approach a
new rapid which we name Dinosaur Rock after the huge rock that has
caused the constriction in the river, creating an intimidating but fun
grade 4 rapid. Stan and Shiva discuss our lines with us before leading us
through. We are all stoked and wait for Mush and Mahindra to come

through, on hand in case the gear rafts inadvertently capsize. They
both have great runs.
Camp that night is on one of the largest beaches I have ever seen, a
great end to an awesome day, and tomorrow is layover day. With
tunes playing in the background and the moon rising over the
foothills, the drinks start flowing. We are in the midst of a unique
holiday.
Layover day begins with Raju’s specialty, M n M pancakes with
banana and syrup, followed by a leisurely game of cricket with a tennis
ball and one of our oar blades. Being well practised in the art of river
cricket, the guides thrash us but make up for it with a feast of pizza and
chips.
The following day we have a gentle float down to Sadamtar with
some great fun rapids thrown in. The Tamur has a phenomenal 140
rapids in 120km. It is Lee’s birthday today so an impromptu party is
thrown in that evening, complete with marble chocolate cake.
The next morning everyone awakens with a sense of adventure as
today is full of world class rapids. Literally at every corner we enter a
new series of fun, medium volume, grade 4 rapids. Just above Ashram
we paddle to the bank to scout. It is a fairly continuous section for
2km down to our lunch spot. Despite a few nerves we are ready for it.
Lee paddles down first to set up his camera on the left bank as we
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Left: Running the Bhote Kosi. Above: The boys. Below: Scouse takes a drop on the Bhote Kosi.
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Jan immersed. Below: Running the Marsyandi.
follow one by one through a chunky hole in the centre of the rapid
and are rewarded with perfect play waves at the bottom which,
notably, is just beside our lunch spot. The afternoon sees us riding
more waves and steering around large pourovers and holes, there are
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such great rapids on this river. The confluence with the Sun Kosi
marks the end of the Tamur river; what a gem of a river trip!
Paddling down the Sun Kosi the next day takes us to Chatara and a
little culture at a temple on the river banks, along with its resident holy
man or Sadhu. From here we travel back for our flight to Kathmandu.
Everyone celebrates in style with a shave and a steak from the Everest
Steak House. The Chateau Bryon is something to write home about,
an 18 inch steak with more fries and veggies than we can eat, all for
£7!
The Bhote Kosi, originating in Tibet, is our next river challenge.
We head out to the gorgeous Last Resort, our base for the next two
nights, and that afternoon, not wanting to miss any opportunity, we
paddle the section from Carnal Knowledge to Barabise. More technical
than the Tamur, this river is fun personified; we all have a blast before
heading back. The evening’s banter is spent persuading someone to do
the spectacular 160m bungy jump from the bridge at the resort and
two likely guinea pigs, Scouse and Andrea, decide to give it a go but
still have a full day to contemplate.
Our private bus takes us to Kilometre 95 the following morning.
Very few companies make the effort to put in here but our Water By
Nature guides want to offer us all the best bits Nepal has to offer. We
paddle the first rapid, Gerbil in the Plumbing, and then begin to see
the river steepen as we approach the infamous Frog in a Blender. We
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scout our lines; there prove to be a few complex moves, the crux
being at the end of the rapid, and some choose to portage.
Nonetheless, Beersy, Stan, Lee and Shiva are all up for it and style their
lines. There is one more walk for us all around the Great Wall below
Barabise. With all the water pouring into a terminal hole we are all
pretty relieved to be walking. However, Liquid Bliss follows, one of
my favourite rapids anywhere, grade 3+ fun joining rapid after rapid
with some awesome features; holes, boofs, wave trains… We are riding
high on this incredibly continuous river. We arrive at the last rapid to
find the Himalayan Whitewater Rodeo taking place, something the
Water By Nature boys have planned for us. We drop into the hole for
a quick play before heading for cold beer. We are the champs… or so
we think, and, later that day, feeling on top of the world, our two
guinea pigs promptly bungy off the bridge.
We return to Kathmandu, expecting to stay that evening, but the
boys have found out that there is a proposed strike in Mugling and we
have to leave this evening in order to reach Mugling and leave before
the strike begins at 5 the next morning so it is an early start to
Besisahar and then on to Khudi to set up our base camp for our final
river adventure on the Marsyandi. With a few porters and our kayaks
in hand we head to the put in at Ngadi. The beauty of this trip is we
can scout as we walk as it forms part of the Annapurna Circuit walk.
We put on at Entrance Exam and style this big fun grade 4 rapid. This

river has more volume than the Bhote Kosi but, in some ways, is more
user friendly. A few of us walk Morphine but we put straight back
onto a continuous section with awesome waves for playing, down to
Bhulebhule and below into a large eddy on the left. Time for some
toilet humour as the guides show us Big Mama’s Butt by Bhulebhule;
believe me, it is an appropriate name and, after a short ferry across, we
are through the hole at the bottom. It’s our last night by the river and,
with the sound of the river below us and the Himalayan peaks soaring
above us, the beer begins to flow.
Our final day sees more stunning rapids from put in to take out and
back at Kathmandu we are all on a high. I think one thing that has
amazed me about this trip is how my paddling has improved. Like on a
ski holiday, every day we just get better. We all agree this is the best
river trip we have ever done and we couldn’t have done it without the
Water By Nature boys. There has been impressive attention to detail,
not only in ensuring our safety at all times but in the amazing food, the
quality of the gear and the perfectly co-ordinated logistics.
It is a cold evening in Nottingham a couple of weeks later when our
DVD from Lee arrives through the post. After a great night paddling
together we head back to my house and relive our memories of Nepal.
With lots of laughs and beers we start to plan our next paddling trip
with the Water By Nature team. Chile will be our next adventure.

Hamish McMaster

No worry
A flow diagram based on an idea first published by High Pashley
in Sheffield Canoe Club’s Newsletter.
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If you are heading to
Slovenia in general and
the Soca in particular
then Kamp Koren in
Kobarid would be very
pleased to
accommodate you.
They have room for 120
campers and are well
used to those taking
part in outdoor sports,
being by the Soca. Cost
is E9 per night in July
and August and E7 off
season, including tourist
tax, with reductions for
youngsters, groups and
others. English is
spoken. [00 386 05 389
13 11]

The most useful exhibit
of the show was the
BananaGuard at £3.95
+ 55p P+P. How did
your banana ever
survive before this
protective case was
available? Will not take
EU approved straight
bananas. [01423
881605]

A selection of
exhibits on display at
the Ordance Survey
Outdoor Show

Solway Dory showed their latest model, the Grey Owl in wood strip,
as the centrepiece of the Open Canoe Sailing Group stand. Notice
how the seat can be rotated to form a backrest when seated on the
floor to give a low centre of gravity for sailing. [015395 33878]

German signings
On the first morning of
the canoe exhibition Big
Eric of Kober signed a
distribution deal with
High & Mighty (the
canoe retailers, not the
outsize menswear chain).
Also visiting the show
was Jan Kellner, now
back
with
Eskimo.

Dag brought along some bottles of their local Ardèche beer by Bourganel. This chestnut beer was selected by
Olympic champion Benoit Peschier, who is shown on the label. What we were supposed to be admiring was
Dag’s range of kayaks which includes the new 4.4m Mid-Way sit on top sea kayak for which reentry is a bit
easier after a capsize. Until they appoint a new British dealer in place of System X call 00 33 4 75 36 73 27.
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Robson showed an open canoe in Armerlite. The boat is laid up in
a dry glass/polypropylene material which is then oven cured to
melt the polypropylene.

Reed’s range of canoe clothing has expanded again to include a
substantial Bank Jacket. [01271 815828]

American company Seven2 have new concepts in their touring,
white water and aerofoil paddle range. Shafts are small
diameter and of thick walled carbon fibre with a shaped rubber
handgrip on each side. Some have a simple clip in the middle of
the shaft to reset the blade angle easily. Some models have air
chambers on the backs of the blades to give rigidity and provide
positive buoyant support to the blade in the water. Retail price
is about £160 for the Signature white water model. There are
more new concepts here than we have seen in any range for a
good few years.
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YHA open to all

More sea kayak venues

Plas Menai are extending their range of sea kayak
expedition venues. To Connemara, the Aran Islands,
Mull, the Costa Brava and the Swedish archipelago they
are adding Skye and the Lofoten Islands. These are in
addition to the inland venues such as the French Alps
and County Kerry. [01248 670946]
Andy Spink/Cailean Macleod

Each month our guide indicates the nearest youth
hostels to the water in question. Now the YHA in
England and Wales are opening their doors to non
members, subject to a £3 per night supplement.
Overseas visitors can join on the spot and there is a new
membership category for under 26s. [0870 770 8868]

Kayaks plus

Kayak Africa have an enviable reputation for their
holidays based on two islands in Lake Malawi. They are
now to extend their scope to offer hike-kayak and
bike-kayak trips.
Caledonian MacBrayne’s
2005 ferry timetable
includes a four page
feature on paddling in
the Outer Hebrides with
Canoe Hebrides.
The Visit Highlands
brochure also features
paddling with Loch
Maree on the front cover.

Brookbank’s new
catalogue runs to 64
pages with over a
thousand items.
There are
introductions to
sections and some
general technical
advice to make sense
of it all for
newcomers and then
the detailed
information is where
boats and other kit
can be compared,
including the prices.
Women’s clothing
designs are clearly marked to enable them to be
located at a glance. If you want a catalogue with
information rather than hype they don’t come any
better. [0161 474 1499]

Did you drool over Hebridean Pursuits’ boat
supported trip to St Kilda (Sep, p14)? They are
going again this year over May 29th - Jun 3rd and
still have a few places left. Cost is £550. You need
to be 4 Star level in a sea kayak or have proven
rough water experience. [01631 710317]

Writing competition

Ivan and Nelo

Acoloca are running a writing competition with a
Pelican Wave as first prize and up to six £100 Acoloca
vouchers for runners up. Entries need to feature family
or individual boating fun with at least one of their
boats. Stories can be fictional or true and of 1,000 3,000 words. Entrants need to be UK residents and
must be at least 14 years old. Details are at
www.acoloca.com/dramacomp.htm.

Ivan Lawler has taken over from Kirton Kayaks as the
importer for the Portuguese Nelo kayaks. As well as the
sprint and marathon designs he will be bringing in sea
kayaks, including such Rob Feloy models as the Inuk
and C-Trek. There are singles and doubles and the
range also includes the Strozzy rescue kayak.

Huw goes fishing

C1s from scratch

White Water Consultancy International are to exhibit
their angling models at the Go Fishing exhibition.
These sell well in America and it is only a question of
time before British anglers begin to discover that, far
from frightening fish, kayaks allow them to reach the
fish other anglers cannot. [08000 151520]
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Sian Morgan

Frances Everest

If you take your canoeing
into places where ropes
are required and the
mountain environment
applies to you as it does
to climbers plus a bit
more as you have boats
to handle you need the
technical information
required by climbers. The
Petzl handbook and
catalogue includes some
50 pages of technical
advice and drawings, well
worth studying if relevant
to your approach routes.
[015396 25493]

Yak’s Ravine buoyancy aid at £99.95 is aimed at
expeditions, instructors and rescuers. The soft PVC
foam has a high visibility durable polyester outer
fabric with
four ripstop
pockets and
reflective
tape for
visibility. A
whistle is
fitted as
standard, as
is a karabiner
park, while a
harness and
cowtail are
optional
extras. Sizes
are S, M, L
and XL. [023
9252 8621]

C1 paddlers Martin DuToit and Gwyn Ashcroft are
C1 paddlers who have got tired of paddling converted
kayaks for playboating and have produced their own
Shaggy Designs composite C1s, the Jedi and Sith.
Inspired by their success but resisting the temptation to
convert a C1, they are now working on their first
kayak, the Saint, which they hope to have in
production by the summer.
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Do you need a luminous keyring?
The Nite GlowRing Safety Marker
is like half a lightstick with a ring
through one end, waterproof to
30m and available in pink, blue
or green. It has a gaseous tritium
light source so it runs for about a
decade without any other power
input. Slightly bigger is the
Nitepalm Palm4 which is
waterproof to 5m. It uses a 9V
battery to throw a beam 30m or a
strobe visible over 3km although
it will not switch off, having a
glow lasting for a year or it will
run for 40 hours at full power. It
costs £13.95. [01202 487757]

They’ll
ﬁght on
the
beaches…

A line has been drawn in the sand. It’s the Orton-Buxton Line.
At the beginning of February Jason Buxton moved back to rejoin
Valley Canoe Products (VCP). Three weeks later, on 23 Feb., he was
joined by Peter Orton from P&H. So, what’s going on?
Probably the best thing that’s happened to VCP – or will it soon be
‘VSK’/’VaSK’ (Valley Sea Kayaks)? – for more than a decade.
Peter has been the absolute lynchpin of P&H’s recent successes and
Jason one of Pyranha’s most enthusiastic and able designers. Two
people of such tremendous experience and combined talent do not do
this (they gave in their notice on consecutive days at the New Year)
unless they have a well thought-out plan. My guess is that they have.
Frank Goodman and Dave Patrick started their respective firms at
round about the same time back in the Sixties but, whilst close
(literally) competitors, they always remained good friends. Their
companies’ respective histories are now a matter of record, but over
the latter years both, in their different ways, have reached critical
junctures.
With the retirement of Dave Patrick and, in Jan. 2002, the departure
of Julian, Peter Orton was left as P&H’s MD. Safe hands. Early in
2003 the deal for Pyranha to buy out the ‘old firm’ finally went
through, and Peter was left as P&H brand manager within Pyranha.
Many years ago Frank effectively retired and left VCP in the capable
hands of Robin Goodliffe, with Robin more recently doing his
Gordon Brown/Eddie George bit and handing over VCP’s sole UK
distribution rights to Dave Felton, in the shape of Knoydart. Now
Robin’s ready to follow Frank, but he’ll stay long enough to help O &
B take the reins.
So where does that leave Pete and Jason? With a blank canvas,
almost unlimited opportunity, and a sound base to start from at
Nottingham.
Can they do it? Yes.
Will they? My money’s on yes to that, too. No doubt.
Why? Because Valley had lost its direction. A couple of decades ago
VCP could legitimately claim the ‘No. 1’ position in UK sea kayaks.
But it didn’t last. P&H overtook them, first with quality (marginal
though that might have been, it matters), then with designs and finally
with sheer professionalism. They developed a focused marketing

strategy and it worked. At least, it did once they’d sorted out their
overseas (mainly US) distribution.
That’s now set to change again. VCP’s star is set to rise once more.
The first thing you’ll have seen is the two lads at the OS/NEC
Show, in March. That’ll be it for a while. It’ll go quiet. But don’t
confuse that with inactivity. It will be just the opposite. The next
things will be a complete reassessment of the current kayak range –
designs, handling, where they ‘fit’ - and their UK distribution. In
addition, VCP (sorry, VSK) - most probably Peter and/or Jason - will
attend the key sea kayaking events in the UK. Go and talk to them.
There’ll be other key issues too; a website (currently non-existent),
rebranding (overdue), market analysis (cash cows to dogs, etc.), and at
the same time (it has to be) they will give some close attention to how
the people are managed and motivated. No criticisms but a new start
requires new clarity. Pure and simple.
I am reminded of the Samurai Code: ‘Support the weak, be equal to
the strong and kill the villains.’ It’s what Edward Stobart had to resort
to when he introduced green shirts and ties. Two drivers refused, so
they had to go. It’s hard, but it’s necessary. Changes will have to be
made. Those who want to be part of that process, will be – they
deserve the chance. Those who don’t, won’t.
These are exciting times. For O & B, for sea kayakers in the UK
(initially), and for the remaining staff at VCP. These two guys are
superbly talented and will complement each other well. They’re both
good with people. They have all the skills, knowledge and experience
necessary to do the job. Anything they might not have they’ll quickly
source. Watch.
In management parlance ‘OB’ means Organisational Behaviour.
This organisation is under new management, and you’d do very well
to watch how it behaves over the next few years, because it’s going to.
You read it here first.
If you were thinking of buying a sea kayak in the near future, think
very carefully, and perhaps a while longer. Shift your gaze just fifteen
miles east. I repeat, watch this space.
A line has been drawn…

John Chamberlin
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Wind intrudes on
celebration paddle
That colouring should
have left them
hyperactive.

2004 saw Snowdonia Canoe Club celebrate 25 years
since the foundations of the club were first formed.
The club currently has about 80 paddlers of which about
twenty are under eighteen. Whilst the club does have a
child protection officer, it is expected that a parent or
guardian will accompany junior members. Members are
mainly drawn from Anglesey and Gwynedd; however, we
do have folk travelling from as far afield as Shrewsbury and
the Wirral to attend club meets. The club meet every
Monday evening.
During the winter (late September until early April)
swimming pool sessions are held at Plas Menai, followed by
a chat in the bar. Lectures and/or discussion sessions are
held after the pool session on the last Monday of each
month. The pool sessions are informal with more
experienced members acting as instructors and usually
available to respond to any requests for help.
For the rest of the year (the summer) Monday evening
meets are at various locations around the north Wales
coastline for a short sea paddle, surfing or white water
session (depending on the location and weather). These
Monday trips are tailored for whoever turns up on the
night; all members are most welcome.

Consequently, sometimes the group may split into two
and go off in separate directions. For example, the Menai
Bridge meet usually sees the sea boaters heading down the
Menai Strait to Bangor while those in short plastic boats
head for the white water near the Swellies. Alternatively, a
Traeth Bychan meet may see the sea boat drivers stretch
themselves paddling up to Dulas whilst those in Spuds and
Bats and those not feeling so energetic take a leisurely
paddle around the island off Moelfre. It is a great way to get
to know the coast of Anglesey, the Llyn and the local
wildlife, seals, dolphins and sea birds.
As the summer draws to a close the final Monday

For club details ring
01248 713263
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On the Llynau Mymbyr on the Nantgwryd.

evening meet becomes a night paddle, followed by a
barbeque.
As well as the evening paddles the last Sunday of the
month throughout the year is reserved for a day of sea
paddling.
However, the club is not just about sea paddling. Usually
one day a month is set aside for a river paddle with other
days for open boat trips on the rivers and lakes of
Snowdonia. Squeezed into any remaining weekend days are
training sessions and anything else that can be dreamed up
to interest the members.

During this anniversary year there have been a number of
special club events. An open boat paddle on Llyn Padarn at
Llanberis was the first. Having paddled to one end of the
lake against the wind, the umbrellas used to provide shelter
during the barbeque lunch stop made excellent sails with
which to race back.
A celebration club trip to circumnavigate Anglesey over
the four days of the August bank holiday weekend was
plotted. Some members planned to carry all the kit and
camp whilst others were to join for a day’s paddle. The
force five winds on the day of departure from Penmon
resulted in a delayed start; those of us who had never
paddled laden kayaks before wondered if we were up to it
and whether the weather would get any worse. Even
though it was spring tides and in order to catch the tide we

Off the Trwyn Penmon light with Puffin Island beyond.
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Profile - Snowdonia Canoe Club

Crossing Red Wharf Bay on the anniversary circuit.
I’ve got the plutonium!

Nigel on the water and with the
group at Point Lynas.

Alistair Pattullo photographs

were about three miles from the nearest land in the middle
of the Red Wharf Bay crossing, the GPS showed that our
progress was down to about 1/2 mile an hour at times. The
long slog into the wind meant that we were unable to get
round Point Lynas before the tide race was in full flood
against us. The flat patch of grass next to the pilot jetty
proved a most comfortable campsite but we were now
behind schedule.

The first campsite.
Next day the wind did not let up; we got along the north
coast of Anglesey with tide assistance but struggled into
Holyhead Bay to camp on the shore in Porth Tywyn
Mawr. The only thing worse than camping on a sandy
beach is camping on a sandy beach in a gale. I hate gritty
breakfast. Next day we thought about sneaking through the
Inland Sea but, with force 6 winds blowing and a few aches
and pains, it was decided to postpone the circumnavigation
for a better weather window; after all, it was meant to be
fun!

The balloon game during the Kids’ Fun day at Rhoscolyn.
In November, the Kids’ Fun day was held in Rhoscolyn
Bay. A variety of games were played out on the water
including burst the balloon, a treasure trail following
compass bearings from point to point, British Bulldog and
guarding the plutonium from the opposing team. On the

It is possible to play British Bulldog in boats, apparently.

Beach barbecue.
beach the barbeque with hot dogs and toasted
marshmallows provided good food and a bit of warmth.
Thanks must go to the coastguard for turning up just in
time to distribute lots of goodies to the kids as prizes.
Finally, in December the club celebrated with a Xmas
party and ceilidh in a long barn near Bangor. The food
(especially the puddings) was excellent and the caller for the
band was most impressed; from the first music the seats
were empty and the dance floor full of enthusiastic (if a
little chaotic) dancers.
The club runs a comprehensive training programme with
a view to improving the skills of all members in whatever
paddling disciplines they are interested in order to extend
the conditions in which they can competently paddle. The
majority of training is provided by club members for club
members. However, the club is grateful to Sid Sinfield and
the WCA for assisting a number of members with the cost
of formal coaching courses; this has strengthened the
leader/coaching resource in the club.
The club possess a couple of crates of kit, mainly
buoyancy aids, helmets, spare cags and decks for those
forgetful moments, together with a selection of safety kit,
throwlines, flares, radios etc. In addition we have two small
kayaks suitable for children and a surf ski. However,
members are expected to have their own boats and kit.
New members are welcome; either come along to the
Plas Menai pool session between 7pm and 8.30pm or
contact me.

Alistair Pattullo
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Reviews of new books
and publications

A Practical Guide to Sports First Aid
Wayne Gill
Lotus Publishing, 9
Roman Way,
Chichester PO19 3QN
0 9543188 6 2
2005
210 x 270mm
144 pages, paperback
£14.99
This guide, written to
support a sports first aid
course, attempts to cover
a comprehensive spread
of sports and injuries although impact sports feature strongly. Heat
exhaustion is included but not hypothermia, CPR but not drowning.
Illustration is with colour and black and white photographs including
an appendix of anatomical drawings.
It is a sign of our sick times that the rescuer has to begin by
considering child protection issues and legal implications if assistance is
not fully successful.
Several pieces of proprietary kit are covered in detail, the CPREzy
to assist with CPR, the SAM splint (including use to manufacture a
canoe paddle) and the Philips HeartStart Home Defibrillator. The
services of neuromuscular therapists are also well advertised.
I am surprised at the scope of the Sports First Aid Practitioner, who
seems to offer a more comprehensive service than I would have
expected of a first aider, including making decisions on referring
patients to specialists and sometimes calling the ambulance rather later
in the treatment sequence than I would have liked. The first aid kit
also seems very well stocked, including 90m of bandages.
An incorrect metric conversion has potentially serious implications
as it refers to the amount of chest compression to be given during
CPR. There is an opening disclaimer that ‘I refer to “he” throughout
this book for the sake of grammatical consistency.’ This consistency
does not extend to jumping backwards and forwards between singular
and plural. Thus, when four people are turning over a spinal injury
victim, ‘the patient is rolled onto their side’ can cause dangerous
confusion.
These points apart, there are some important aspects to this book.
The defibrillation section is more enlightening than I have read
elsewhere and this knowledge alone would justify reading the book
and having it to hand.
The Laugh of the Water Nymph & Other River Stories
Doug Ammons
Water Nymph Press, 415 Keith Ave,
Missoula, MT 59801, USA
0 9761580 0 0
2004
250 x 180mm
239 pages, paperback
$29.50 + $9.00 P&P
Doug’s book arrived through the post
the other day, delivered to me at work.
We broke for breakfast/lunch and went
down to the café for a traditional British
fryup. I tore into the book. I knew I
shouldn’t but I couldn’t stop myself; I
wanted to find out what stories Doug
had included. Trying to read the
introduction and the chapter listings between mouthfuls was a bad
idea; baked bean sauce now stains the pages!
For many the name Doug Ammons will be unknown this side of
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the Atlantic and even over Stateside he is not well known. Doug hails
from Montana where he learnt to paddle and then used to drive crazy
drives to the North Fork of the Payette in Idaho. There he met Rob
Lesser and, through Rob, developed what can only be described as an
unhealthy fixation with the Stikine, leading to Doug’s biggest head
game paddle, his solo descent of the Grand Canyon of the Stikine. He
is from the generation when freestyle was in its infancy, the term park
and play had not been coined and the hottest move when playing was
a Polish Ender.
Doug won pretty well everything for a couple of those early years
but exploring and river running were where he wanted to be.
The book is divided into three. In the first section, entitled Horizon
Lines, the tales tell of learning, discovery and the joys of youthful
naïveté and enthusiasm. In this section is the eponymous The Laugh of
the Water Nymph, a summer afternoon reverie halfway through a
relaxed river trip.
The second section, called Other Truths, is Doug’s musing on the
state of the kayaking world. His satirical attack on the destruction of
the soul of extreme sports by their commercialization in The Attack of
the Killer Radical Extremes pulls no punches and is as subtle as a
sledgehammer. The companion piece The Tahiti Room is the answer
and, through the introduction to the reader of the sport of underwater
climbing in rivers, tells how enjoyment of a sport can become a pursuit
of dreams and then a dangerous singleminded fanaticism.
The final section of the book, Beyond Class V, details some of
Doug’s major trips, trips to the Stikine and Aqua Azul and others, but,
as you would expect, these are not just accounts of how the trips went
with lists of the logistics and a few descriptions of the bigger rapids.
Doug goes further and reveals to the reader his emotions, the ebb and
flow of the trip giving you more than just a flavour of the exploit.
Sandwiched in the middle are 32 superb pages of colour photos
from around the globe, British Columbia and the Stikine, Nepal and
the Thule Beri, Mexico, Bolivia and more.
Doug has written the best book on white water, period. This is not
a collection of tales of derring do or reportage of epics had; it is Doug’s
attempt to answer that question ‘Why?’ It is the nearest I am going to
get to a written reason why I paddle/have paddled hard white water.
Even if it does not answer your questioning why you paddle white
water it will give you a whole load of new questions to ask yourself on
those lonely drives back from a weekend of river running. You know
the drive: your mate is asleep, the radio is broadcasting only phone ins,
the tape deck has a chewed tape in it/the CD player jumps/the iPod is
out of battery or you just want quiet. Reflecting on Doug’s book will
get you home awake!

Dave Manby
Doug Ammons’ philosophy in writing the book is telling in itself:
These aren’t intended to be the usual narrative stories about
expeditions and do or die thrashings or any of the other clichés in
kayaking. To be sure there are expeditions here and a few bad
thrashings but the stories have a very different twist to them and the
only clichés are purely satirical.
I wrote these over a period of about ten or twelve years. My intent
was to describe the passion, wildness, fun, seriousness and occasional
absurdity of the sport as I experienced it with friends. Other than
Dave’s recent book and a few others written on particular subjects
there is no kayaking literature. Probably that’s because kayakers tend to
be attention deficit types who need extra stimulation and can’t sit still
at a keyboard to write. They need to stick their fingers in the socket. I
confess that I started writing in part during rehabilitations from injuries
sustained, for example, on a waterfall that my wife now calls ‘the 55
foot vasectomy’ and another which took place at high water on the
NF Payette in Idaho where I tried to create a new route through the
rocks with my head.
Those two episodes are not in the book, having been described
elsewhere, but they underlie some of its development. I’m convinced
that kayaking has every bit the depth that climbing does but so far our
MTV radical videos haven’t done much to express it whereas the
climbing literature is filled with great stories of every kind. So this is
my shot at upping the standard and, especially, encouraging other
people to do their best. To that end there are dreams, satire, SWAT
teams of rangers, white knuckles, thoughtfulness, crime, dealing with
friends’ deaths and exploring the amazing beauty of flowing water.
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Reflections on San Fransisco Bay Vol 5
John Boeschen
John Boeschen & Co, 25 Valley View Ave,
San Rafael, CA 94901, USA
1 4196 0185 7
2005
200 x 130mm
200 pages, paperback
$12.99
This is the latest volume on the exploits of
what are usually Thursday evening sea kayak
trips with barbecues around San Fransisco Bay
by a bunch of dads going on granddads, this
time 53 sessions covering 2004. What is
astonishing is not so much the trips themselves but that the author can
come up with refreshingly different ways of describing them week
after week.
Incidents range from the evening when they were close witnesses to
a boat chase where the escaping boat was seen to have a machine gun
on the bows to the April 1st encounter with a German U-boat which
had been lost in the Bermuda triangle. Other evenings included
discovering that sealions are unusually territorial when the herring are
running, listening to whales via a mobile phone earpiece lowered over
the side of the kayak and the obligatory storm drain exploratory
session, I’m pleased to note. Either they have very thick skins or the
good people of San Francisco are very relaxed. Not for the first time
they gatecrash a party, this one a corporate Christmas do in a marquee
by the waterside, in wetsuits, trailing water, and meet with no more
than mild surprise as they lay into the food and drink.
On the other hand, their run ins with park authorities continue as
they light night time barbecue fires on beaches after closing times, on
one occasion sufficiently large for workers on a distant bridge to call
the emergency services. They are starting to become part of the
folklore of the bay as their anarchic reputation spreads.
Each trip report ends with the vital statistics (although distance and
speed to three places of decimal does seem over the top) including
spray factor and dessert of the evening. There is a section of black and
white pictures at the back with reference to the website where they
can be seen in colour.

The Loire
James McConnachie
Rough Guides
1 84353 257 3
May 2004
200 x 130mm
384 pages, paperback
£12.99 from Penguin Books Ltd, 80 Strand,
London WC2R 0RL
‘The Loire is the longest waterway in France,
and is often referred to as the country’s last
“wild” river... Thanks to hard campaigning by
conservationists, plans to control the water
levels of the central stretch with dams have been dropped.’ This guide
covers the section from Sancerre to Chalonnes-sur-Loire below Angers
and the surrounding countryside with its tributaries.
‘The best way to get to know the River Loire is by boat, and you
can hire canoes and kayaks all over the region’ although swimming in
the Loire is illegal as it can be dangerous in places.
‘Canoes are available from the Club de Canoë-Kayak... These are an
excellent way to get to know the ecology of the Loire, and they’re
reasonably priced’.
The ‘main reason to visit [St-Satur] is to take a guided kayak trip
with Loire Nature Découverte’.
Near Baugé ‘If you’ve got bored kids in tow’ there is ‘a miniature
theme park with a kind of canoeing aqua-rollercoaster’. You get the
picture.
Although the châteaux and wines of the Loire are its biggest
attractions, canoeing is a significant part of what is on offer and the

English are buying up holiday properties in the region at a rate which
ought to be alarming the French.
This book is in the usual Rough Guide format, few pictures but
facts down to the opening times, prices and contact details for every
attraction, restaurant or hotel likely to be of any interest plus critical
comments on whether they are worth your time.
Driving back from Sort on one occasion I was north of the Loire
when the road surface suddenly improved and the crash barriers
became five high. I was on the Mulsanne Straight, unable to do the Le
Mans circuit justice in a Land Rover with a trailer load of canoes but
pleased to have had the opportunity. It is all here but mostly the river
and its tributaries, the châteaux and the wines.

White Water Kayaking
Olli Grau
La Ola Verlag
3 9809315 1 X
2004
220 x 240mm
156 pages,
hardback
£19.99 from Palm
Equipment
International Ltd,
Kenn Business Park,
Kenn Rd, Clevedon,
N Somerset BS21
6TH
Olli Grau’s guide
to white water
paddling is divided
into four sections from flat water to grade 5. Each has a similar
approach with equipment, techniques, manœuvres, mental approach
and tricks to adopt. Each is heavily illustrated, including some excellent
multiple superimposition sequences, and there are regular tips, of
which the best has to be ‘It’s better to regret portaging a section than
to regret not portaging it!’ This is the American edition of a book first
published in German.
The essential page is the one comparing the most recent boats with
older models, giving the advantages and disadvantages of each.
Apparently, the book deals with the ‘new school of modern kayaking’.
This implies that anything else is out of date. I suggest that what is
being presented is one aspect of kayak paddling in the spectrum from
squirt boating to sprint racing, rather nearer the former end. Yes, there
have been more developments here than anywhere else over the last
decade but, even now, there are many aspects of white water river
running for which short boats with flat hulls are not the optimum
designs. Just as some of the best open canoe designs go back a century,
so some older white water designs will still be proving their worth
when many ‘modern’ designs are collecting dust.
There is much original thinking and some backtracking on ideas. I
welcome the loop on the thrower’s end of a throwline, frowned upon
in Britain, but not towing on white water. I am surprised by the
instruction ‘Let boat and paddle go! Only in exceptional situations...
does it make sense to stay with the boat’. I am more comfortable with
many of the other rescue tips and I like the simple explanation that,
below 10˚C, water temperature gives the number of minutes before
hypothermia sets in if thermal clothing is not worn. Contrast this with
the 3 x 3 method of accident prevention analysis which presents 9
primary criteria and filters to consider, over 40 secondary topics,
doubtless correct but impossible to remember without a checklist. It is
reminiscent of the sea grading system where factors have to be
multiplied together to give an overall risk factor. That said, there is
much of importance to be considered and a thought provoking read
for your own ‘What if?’ mental checklist. Also thought provoking is
the epilogue which attempts to pull together where it is all going and
what the future holds in store, together with some of the landmark
names from the past and present.
This is rather more than a textbook on how to paddle short boats on
white water and I prefer it to Olli’s Rodeo Boating (Oct 00, p44). There
are some ideas I have not seen elsewhere and which are worth reading
and remembering.
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Lough Erne Canoe Trail
CANI/Countryside Access & Activities Network
300 x 100mm opening to 600 x 420mm
£1.00 + A4 SAE from Canoe Trails, Countryside
Access & Activities Network, Barnett’s Demesne,
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5PB
This claims to be the first canoe trail in the UK
although the BCU have produced photocopied
leaflets on routes in England in the past. The
double sided leaflet features a map showing the
Lough Erne system and ten access points, described
with their sights and wildlife. It also draws attention
to links with other routes out of the area. Symbols
on the map show the facilities available at each
point and at other places near by and there is a scale
marked in both distance and paddling time. Panels
detail how to earn a welcome, travel from national
entry points, camping, canoe hire centres (although
some will only hire to coaches of at least Level 2),
islands which may not be accessed, safety, emergency telephone
numbers and other information. Updates will be posted on a given
website.
If you responded to the questionnaire in our September issue you
now can have something to show for your effort. A preview of the

New Clyde chart folio
Until now the UK Hydrographic Office leisure folios have covered
southern coasts from Padstow to Suffolk plus the Channel Islands and
adjacent Continental coasts. Four new ones cover parts of the
Caribbean. Nearer to home is the Firth of Clyde folio, effectively
covering everything in the quadrant northeast of the Mull of Kintyre.
There are fifteen charts to cover the firth, two pairs of charts being
double sided, less paper to carry. The folio costs £37.50 including
plastic wallet.

FI

for adult programmes. The BMF, who are the promoters for the idea,
expect it to provide a major boost of interest in watersports for youngsters.
Canoe clubs ought to be ready by the screening date so that they are able
to cater for enthusiasm by youngsters in the aftermath of the broadcast.

S
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Splash Camp
The premiere of the forthcoming Splash
Camp TV series (Dec, p12) was screened at
the Schroders London Boat Show. The
kayak programme was shown and will be
the first to go public (Apr 15th, ITV,
4pm). Two exercises took place, the first
involving walking across a raft of kayaks
and the second and more important event a
relay race, the boys competing against the
girls. This was to produce some tears and a
significant part of the programme related to the
verbal exchanges between the participants and
their opinions of each other. Well, it seems to work

Best starting place for tomorrow’s stars
From Mick Orpin, Secretary, Arun Canoe Club, Worthing, W Sussex.
I would like to draw your attention to the inclusion of Tom
Wolstenholme and Adam and Luke Devitt-Spooner to the Fluid UK
team and Flick Meares to the UK team for the 2005 world freestyle
kayaking championships. All of these are members of the Arun Canoe
Club here in Worthing and our members are all very proud of these
youngsters’ achievements.
My purpose in writing is not to advertise Arun Canoe Club
(although new members are always welcome) but to point out that we
are not a specialist rodeo club. These youngsters have all been
supported by dedicated parents who have done a sterling job in
transporting, motivating and accompanying their children, ably assisted
by the club’s coaches. The parents are regular paddlers at their chosen
levels.
I am a firm believer that a family oriented club with high standards
of training and safety is the best starting place for the stars of
tomorrow. So, youngsters, you don’t need to scour the country. Find
a good, family oriented, local canoe club, get your parents or guardians
involved and go for it!

Neva Foreva
Westgarth TV has launched Gene17’s lifestyle film Neva Foreva. This
short action movie gives quick cut interviews of the British Isles’ leading
lights’ motivations and why they go paddling. Matt Tidy reflects on a
monster swim at the end of an 80m slide in Norway and there is Rob
Coffey’s comeback tour after a paddling injury. In addition to being
entered into forthcoming film festivals, Neva Foreva is available as a free
download from www.westgarth.tv, including music track downloads from
other recent releases.

Do you know
Channel crossing record attempts
Things are still going well for my crossing with the planned date of 18th
May.
Guinness have come back with their record information.
I did see an article from the Hendron brothers from Richmond CC with a
record of 4 hrs 18 mins which says that Guinness have approved the record.
Guinness have, however, come back to say that Andrew William Dougall
Samuel set a time of 3 hrs 33 mins 47 secs on 5th September 1976.
Do you have any info from this date? It’s a bit before my time… Not sure
when you started trading.
Couple of questions:
Do you have info on this record? 5th Sep 1976, 3 hrs 33 mins.
I don’t know the name but it seems very quick for the technology in those
days. Do you think it would have been possible? It must have been in a K1.
Do you have any info on the man? I would assume he was a top marathon
person or sprinter.

Ian Tordoff
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Drew Samuel normally raced in Scotland and Scottish talents have a
habit of being overlooked by those further south. He started Trossachs
Canoe Club where he had a successful marathon and sprint group and
was SCA sprint secretary. He attempted such records as Loch Ness in
K1. He later went to a masters sprint world championships with Alistair
Wilson, the pair coming back with medals.
By my calculations he would have needed to have averaged about
9.2km/h for the crossing. The best speed for the first day of last year’s
Devizes - Westminster Race for the K1s on the canal was 11.6km/h, a
quarter faster over a duration a third longer. Drew waited for a couple of
weeks for the conditions to quieten and it was force 2 when he went. He
used a Zephyr, more fast tourer than all out racer. In 1980 he returned
with John Anderson to tackle the K2 record. After a week of storms they
set out in perfect conditions and were on course for 21/2 hours when they
hit a baulk of timber 6km off the French coast, smashing the bow and
taking off the rudder. Their safety boat took them back to England.
They made a second attempt, achieving 2 hrs 54 mins in a force 4.
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Funding for clubs
Are you getting benefit from the CASC scheme?
The Community Amateur Sports Club scheme was established in 2002 in schedule 18 of the Finance
Act. The 2003 Local Government Act granted registered CASCs the opportunity to claim 80%
mandatory rate relief on business rates, thus bestowing CASCs parity with charity. Local authorities can
grant the extra 20% rate relief to clubs at their discretion.
The CASC initiative seeks to recognize the important role played by sports clubs in local communities
and distinguish between clubs and businesses for rates and tax purposes. There has been a desire to make
available many of the financial benefits of charitable status without the accompanying administrative
responsibilities because, whilst some sports clubs currently can register as charities, most do not feel this is
appropriate. The scheme is also an opportunity to keep money in the sport and recreation sector.
The CASC scheme is a fantastic way for local clubs to boost their finances! The scheme offers local
clubs a number of significant tax breaks and the possibility of claiming rate relief from their local
authorities. The measures are designed to help keep money in the grassroots sport sector and to help
community sport and recreation clubs secure the financial health of their organizations. Whilst many
clubs have financially benefited from rate relief the biggest beneficiaries have been clubs claiming back
GiftAid on donations or from fundraising.
The scheme is administered by the Inland Revenue and there is a simple application process. Clubs
wishing to gain registration on the scheme should fill in the short application form and send to the Inland
Revenue Sports Club Unit, along with a copy of the club’s constitutional document (constitution, club
rules or memorandum and articles), a copy of any prospectus, members’ handbook, rule book etc and a
copy of the latest accounts. Once a club has been successfully registered it will be sent a registration
number by the Inland Revenue and will then be eligible to claim rate relief and a range of tax reliefs.
Full details of how to apply are available on the Inland Revenue website or from the CCPR.

There are multiple benefits of becoming a CASC!
* Registered clubs will receive at least 80% mandatory business rate relief. Local authorities can offer up
to 100% relief to clubs at their discretion.
* CASCs have the ability to raise funds from individuals under GiftAid. A registered CASC can reclaim
£28 in tax from the Inland Revenue for every £100 donated by individuals. Thus, a club can claim
GiftAid on any donation from an individual or any fundraising it undertakes. Clubs do not have to
own/lease their own land to significantly benefit from the scheme.
* Registered CASCs are exempt from corporation tax on profits derived from corporation tax on profits
derived from trading activities if their trading income is under £30,000 pa.
* Profits derived from property income are also exempt for CASCs if gross property income is under
£20,000 pa.
* CASCs whose income does not exceed the above thresholds will no longer be required to complete a
corporate tax return on an annual basis.

Over 1,500 clubs have now registered for CASC status.
Cricket clubs are currently leading the way with the highest number of registrations, closely followed
by bowls, but a wide variety of clubs from baton twirling to subaqua are embracing the initiative and
proving that the scheme can be of financial benefit to everyone in sport. One rugby club has already
reclaimed £30,000 from the taxman and Deloitte & Touche consultants have estimated that the cash
benefit of the scheme is already valued at £3,500,000. However, the fact that over 100,000 clubs are
eligible to register highlights the potential for sport to gain much more...

What you need to do
To become a Community Amateur Sports Club a club must meet a few simple requirements. They
must be open to the community and not discriminate in terms of sex, race, religion, ability etc in their
membership policy. A club must have a core purpose to promote the sport(s) that they offer and be a
non profit making organization, ensuring that they reinvest any profits back into their club. The Inland
Revenue would not normally expect club members to be paid for playing. (One or two paid players are
likely to be acceptable so long as they provide other services to the club, eg coaching.)
Applicant clubs are asked to state membership categories and fees which must be reasonable. Clubs are
allowed categories of membership but social membership must make up no more that 50% of the total.
Finally, a club should stipulate that, in the event a club is wound up, any remaining assets be distributed
to the governing body of the sport, another CASC or a charity.

Consider registering
The CCPR worked hard to campaign for the scheme, along with many other stakeholders, and
believes that this is a real boost for volunteers and those who run local sports clubs. We urge clubs to
consider registering for CASC status in order to take advantage of the considerable benefits on offer!
For more information about the scheme and the CCPR’s promotional work in this area please contact
Sarah Woolnough at the CCPR on 020 7854 8530. For details about how to apply to become a CASC
and to download an application form visit the CCPR website, www.ccpr.org.uk.k

CANOEIST April 2005

35

S k e e n a

There was a funny smell in the air, a bit
like rotting mushrooms. I couldn’t confirm
Franco’s nose. A bit later Jo was walking
alone through the dark forest. ‘Franco’; a
black bear was eyeing her from close up. We
continued to haul the kit from the scrub
landing strip to the river bank while the plane
made three more trips to bring more kit and
people. As the day faded, black trees were
silhouetted against a dark flaming sky,
isolation in the wilderness, a night with the
bears! The only way out was down the river.

I would stay here
Woke to the soft talk of others already
awake. Sunlight was filtering down through
the trees and gently drying inverted tents
draped over bushes. An otter was swimming
on the other side. Seven kayaks and two rafts
launched onto the Skeena River in British
Columbia, thirty kilometres of water today.
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Rock walls funnelled the river into a narrow gap, a cautious look,
then drop over the edge into the gorge filled with a seething mass of
white water in a long rapid. Pulled into an eddy, panting. It was
brilliant to feel so alive. The trick was to stay that way. Kayaking Dave
followed down. Rafting Dave inspected from the bank; he needs
bigger eddies.
A small black dot seemed to be moving across the water. Racing
ahead, my dreams materialized into a bear swimming across the river. I
watched it climb out, shake out the water and disappear behind the
green curtain of the forest. A bald eagle soared overhead as we drifted
along. Its screeches echoed through the steep sided valley. As kayakers
do, we were running ahead of the rafts when they stopped for some
fishing. We dozed in the sunshine. Lunch was by a small stream
tumbling over smooth rock. I asked for my kit to be unloaded. I
would stay here!

There was a holdup ahead for big white water; it was Terminator.
As I approached quietly, battened down for the tumult ahead, there
was a shout, ‘Fred, Fred!’ I jumped; what was coming? ‘Get the video
ready.’ There was big stuff ahead, a swirling roller coaster. It ate me. I
found myself in that parallel universe of liquid glassy green familiar to
kayakers. Wait, feel for the surface, roll. It was right on the eddyline;
the rollercoaster was still roaring on.
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The only temperate rainforests in the world
The call from the German hunting horn roused us from our dreams.
Staggered out for breakfast, slowly the coffee percolated through the
tissues of my body. Andy, as ever, was tinkering with the fire.
Breakfast was supplemented with last night’s salmon. It was hard to
remember the time and place; everything was joined and woven into a
continuum, another glorious sunny day in a valley that has rainfall 60%
of the time.
Interior cedar hemlock forest hemmed in the river between vertical
dark green walls. These are the only temperate rainforests anywhere in
the world. Higher up it was arboreal spruce forest. Len, a forester like
Jo but with a different emphasis, led us into the cool, dank darkness.
The ground was covered with a carpet of moss, trees with parallel

We pulled up on a sandy
beach. The tents went between
the bushes and washed up giant
logs. The smoke from the
kitchen fire slowly drifted up
into the still air. Len borrowed
my bear bell and tied it to the
top of his fishing rod; just wait
for the jingle. After dinner a
couple of guitars appeared round
the campfire. We played the
kangaroo game but Franco soon
realized that miming a kangaroo
does not work with people
primed not to guess it. BC Dave
brought out his favourite
whisky, twelve year old
Glenlivet. The chatting faded
into the darkness. We slept well
that night.
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horizontal lines in their bark made by humming birds after tree sap,
footpaths trodden by Indians in the past, trading their salted white fish,
food pits dug into the dry sandy soil, trees that each had one plank split
off and were left to grow on, the thorny poisonous stems of the devil’s
club with large horizontal leaves and bright red flowers above.
The smooth dark surface of the river was flecked with white ahead.
The kayaks raced off. BC Dave unleashed his pent up enthusiasm
among the waves. There was playing long after the rafts had come past.
As we rounded a bend in the river a couple of startled mule deer
scampered back into the forest. The rafters had brought their families
along. Jo gave Dave’s daughter an introduction to the mysteries of
manœuvring a kayak while the rest caught more salmon.

Lubricated with slave entrails
I was nudged into consciousness by Franco’s raucous laughter. The
campsite was bathed in glorious sunlight. I hung up the tent to dry
out. During breakfast an otter was swimming about on the other side.
There was a lovely relaxed feeling this morning. The toes were
digging into the soft sand. The fishing lines were hanging slack. Ian
found wolf prints. There were grizzly tracks at the edge of the trees.
Inside the forest, small shafts of sunlight lit up the majestic trunks of
the cottonwoods. Strangely shaped lichens, tree lichens looking like
leaves, littered the floor. Soft green maple leaves were fringed a vivid
bright red by fungus. The log cabin that used to house a telegraph
station still had a coffee pot (empty and cold) standing on the window
sill but the roof of massive logs was beginning to collapse.
We were getting close to Haida raiding territory. The Haida Indians
from the Queen Charlotte Islands, offshore in the Pacific, would come
up the river, raiding for slaves. If the portage past a rapid became hard
they would gut a captive and lubricate the track with the entrails. The
locals used an island in the river to string chains across to slow them
down for their arrows.
Rafting Dave gathered us up for a group chat. It was Go Right or
Die. This was a big rapid, a nasty mess of white. I headed down the
right in front of the raft, a brief glimpse of a terminal stopper straddling
the middle of the river below a big pourover. A huge log was sticking
out over the river from the righthand bank. A massive, steep standing
wave was blocking the righthand route. The hands tensed on the
paddle shaft, the eyes scanned for a route, power forward, come what
may…
The paddlers who survived were Franco Ferrero, Andy Hall, Dave Reid, Jo
Sayers, Chris Sladden, Dave Walker and the author, Fred Wondre.
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Test 1
Q-Kayaks Penguin 2000

Rigged for self rescue

Sea kayaks are proving extremely
popular in New Zealand where
outdoor sports in general are more
commonplace than anywhere else.
The Kiwis have developed their own
models, sometimes with different
thinking. Marine Revolution are now
importing Q-Kayaks models,
including the Penguin 2000 designed
by Max Grant, treasurer of the Kiwi
Association of Sea Kayakers.
I tried the Standard construction,
manufactured
in
two
tone
polyethylene, there also being a
Liteweight three layer form. There is
even an Expedition version with Alan
Byde’s pod built in. The hull is well
rounded, even a touch flat under the
seat, and quite beamy so lateral
stability is good. The bow seems to
project sharply because of the
considerable flare to part approaching
waves and throw them sideways.
There is modest deck rise to the front
of the cockpit with a distinct ridge to
shed waves. The rear deck is quite
flat, leading to a stern which is not as
fine as the bow.
The Penguin comes with fore and
aft hatches leading to compartments
sealed by foam bulkheads. I like the
absence of a dayhatch although you
may disagree. The bow hatch has a
round cover and the stern one a
plastic oval cover with a neoprene
cover beneath to keep the water out.
Although it will ease with use, I
found the neoprene cover very tight
and I had to fit one end and sit on it
while using both hands to fit the rest.
This is not something which could be
done afloat although the tension will
ease with time. I appreciate the
securing lines on all covers in case
they are dropped over the side or
even picked up by the wind when
not fixed in place.
Something else I like is the absence
of a bow toggle which clunks with
every passing wave. End toggles push
into place like overgrown press studs

so that they are firmly attached to the
boat, excellent.
The deckline, kept in tension only
by friction in a noose knot at the
bow, can be eased to release a closed
hook which can then be attached to a
towline. There is no compass
mounting point but three deck
elastics at the front. There is only one
on the stern deck. This is not all that
stops split paddles being carried at the
rear. Webbing straps on each side of
the rear hatch are rigged ready to take
a blade for a paddle float self rescue.
Everyone knows the theory but how
many paddlers are set up to rescue
themselves by this method?
Completing the external hardware
is a rudder with a blade which is lifted
and lowered by a cord loop with grab
knobs, the line then being pushed
into a jam cleat to hold it in position.
The loop is secured at the front via a
pulley to an adjustable length of
elastic so the rudder doesn’t break if
you forget to raise it before landing
and plough a lonely furrow in the
beach. The steering mechanism is
unusual. The footpegs are set in the
preferred position. At the top of each
is a hinged flap which is pushed with
the toes to pull on a steering line, a
system which probably works better
with bare feet although it could prove
trying on a long run with the same
rudder correction. For once I was
wearing shoes with fairly firm soles
and found I needed to jam the end of
my shoe against the underside of the
deck to hold the required amount of
pressure. Conventional sliding pedals
can be fitted if you prefer them. For
transport there is an elastic loop to go
over the rudder blade but it is near
the pin end so I did not feel happy to
carry the boat with the cockpit down,
my preferred option for arriving with
a dry boat.
The seat and backrest are padded
but firm, the backrest adjustable for
position, behind which is room to

carry items wanted on the voyage. In
front is a water bottle although you
may prefer to use its securing elastics
to hold a pump or flare.
I took the Penguin for an 8km
triangular run round a couple of the
Spithead forts, the sea state slight but
a significant chop superimposed from
a wind which was about force 3
offshore. Initially the wind was on the
stern or towards one quarter and I
found the steering indistinct, my

footwear and unfamiliarity with the
steering not assisting. The shorter
length than some sea kayaks may also
have had some minor influence.
Round into a crosswind situation, the
behaviour was more predictable. I did
wonder if I was going to get a more
extreme test from a pilot boat which
approached at speed but slowed down
to pass me, perhaps not used to seeing
a kayak 3km out at the beginning of
March. Temperatures being what
they were, I did not push it as much
as I might have done in warmer
weather.
Being a beamier kayak and with a
well rounded hull means it is a more
stable and predictable sea kayak than
some although there must be some
tradeoff in speed, not that I made any
attempt to measure it.
Included is a 28 page handbook
which tells you all about the features
of the models in the range, the
materials, fittings and accessories,
aspects of sea paddling and some New
Zealand destinations to visit.
This is a design getting many Kiwis
into sea kayaks. You are going to see
it start doing the same here.

Stability
Toggles
Towline
Paddle float
system
Elastic on
rudderline

Neoprene
hatch cover
Rudder
blade
securing
loop
Downwind
steering

Length (over rudder) - 4.86m
Beam - 610mm
Cockpit (outside) - 790 x 450mm
Weight - 26kg
Price (inc VAT) - £995.00
Manufactured by Q-Kayaks Ltd, New Zealand
Imported by Marine Revolution Ltd, Unit 20, Manhattan Works,
Dundonald St, Dundee DD3 7PY, tel 01382 455774
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Test 2
Aquapac Small Whanganui and Large Camera Case

Waterproofing without loopholes
Large Camera Case
Quite a few paddlers have learned to
their cost that digital cameras are
extremely sensitive to contact with
water (mine even tells me not to put it
on damp surfaces) so it is good to
know that Aquapac, famous for their
100% waterproof soft cases, produce a
case ideal for protecting digital zoom
cameras.
The Large Camera Case is, as with
nearly all Aquapac cases, 100%
waterproof to at least 5m and uses the
unique Aquaclip closure that is quick,
easy and secure to use. The case is
made from tough but flexible plastic
with a large Lenzflex window to
enable quality photographs to be taken
with the camera still in its case.

plastic that the images produced were
pin sharp.
Flash photography was more
problematical with the flash diffusing
in the case, reducing range and
confusing the sensors, although some
shots worked well. To avoid its getting
in the way I removed the wrist loop
from the camera before putting it in
the case. You may find you need more
time than normal to set up shots,
position the camera in the case etc
though use of the controls through the
case is straightforward, if slightly
clumsy.
The Aquapac Large Camera Case
comes with a fully adjustable,
detachable shoulder strap, a sachet of
eco friendly desiccant to absorb
John Fenna

Small Whanganui
Amongst the burgeoning range of
shapes and sizes of waterproof bags
from Aquapac are the Whanganuis. I
tried the small one which is still large
enough for most handheld electrical
gadgets but just a fraction too tight to
take an OS map with the cover on.
Inside, there is a three quarter length
divider to provide two separate
compartments. The front is clear and
the divider and back translucent blue.
The front and back faces are each
clipped firmly to a side of the securing
bar. These bars are then clamped
firmly together by turning a pair of
lugs. The big improvement over older
designs is that the neck cord no longer
passes through the bag. Instead, the
ends, which are fitted with cross pieces
like the tags used for attaching labels to
clothing in shops, are passed through
one side of the securing bar where
they are held captive. If you don’t
always want the cord it can easily be
removed and replaced as you wish.
The design should make the bag
section much more durable.
I usually test waterproof bags by
running them through a weir several
times on the end of a throwline. On
this occasion I used a less dense object
inside the bag and it did not go so
deep as usual although it did go over
the weir step and through the stopper
several times. Examination showed it
to be completely dry inside, which is
the way it should be.

Small
Whanganui
Cord
separate
from
waterproof
compartment
Cord easily
removeable
and
replaceable
Durability

Large
Camera
Case

Waterproofing
Clip
Use through
window
Picture
quality

Designed to take cameras up to 6.5”
wide and 13.8” around the widest part
(normally the lens), the Large Camera
Case is 100% water, sand and dust
proof but offers minimal impact
protection and needs caring for (as you
would the camera lens) if you are not
to scratch the plastic and degrade its
optical clarity.
Using the case with my fairly
average Fuji zoom digital, I found that
I could manipulate all the controls
with little hindrance and manœuvre
the camera inside the case to ensure
the lens was close to the plastic to
maximize the quality of the picture.
Such is the quality of the Lenzflex

condensation in humid conditions, full
instructions and a 3 year guarantee.
The ideal choice for protecting your
digital zoom camera from terminal
damp, even in use, the Aquapac Large
Camera Case is a worthwhile
investment for any paddling
photographer.

John Fenna

Large
Camera
Case
Impact
protection
Abrasion
risk
Flash
diffusion
Clumsy use
of controls

Small Whanganui
Size (internal) - 270 x 140mm
Price (inc VAT) - £12.99

Large Camera Case

Price (inc VAT) - £29.99
Manufactured by Aquapac International Ltd, 7 Bessemer Park,
250 Milkwood Rd, London SE24 0HG, tel 020 7738 4466
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Test 3
OCC Outdoor Fire-Spout Mini

Fire-Spout 100’s smaller brother
The small side pieces rest halfway down
the long pieces, allowing gaps top and
bottom for feeding the fire, draught etc.
Even when I managed to warp the steel
(getting it cherry red during an
extended burn test) the ease of assembly
was not affected and now it stands more
steadily on uneven surfaces!
Although not performing as
ferociously as the Fire-Spout 100, the
Fire-Spout-Mini will boil one litre of
water very quickly (fuel quality
dependent), will burn damp wood and
dry out wood (once the fire is
established) and is ideal as a camp
fire/cooker for one or two paddlers, as
a heat source on top of a Dutch oven
or to start a bigger fire. It is a good idea
to take a handful of kindling and
newspaper with you to get the FireSpout-Mini started as riverside
driftwood tends to be damp! Take steel
tent pegs with you to peg the Spout
down and make a top grill; aluminium
ones can melt if you get a real blaze
going!
Having enjoyed the efficiency of the
Fire-Spout-Mini in making brews and
cooking food on several canoe trips
using only driftwood found where we
stopped, I believe that this simple yet
very robust and practical stove, will
appeal to many canoeists and it costs
only £12.50 plus £2.50 P+P.

John Fenna

John Fenna photographs

The OCC Outdoor Fire-SpoutMini is the baby brother of the popular
Fire-Spout 100 (Sep 03, p22) and is a
wood burning stove made from
stainless steel, designed by John
O’Connell, engineer, gold panner and
open canoeist. It combines all the
positive benefits of an open fire (no
need to carry fuel, visual attraction of
flames on camp etc) with a directed and
focused use of the heat produced by
very little fuel to make a very useful
stove.
Packed flat for easy transportation,
the Fire-Spout-Mini measures
approximately 150mm x 140mm x
20mm and quickly assembles to
measure 150mm x 140mm x 110mm.
Holes in the sides of the Fire-SpoutMini allow you to peg it down for
stability while placing more steel tent
pegs across the top of the Fire-Spout
gives you a pot stand for smaller pots.
The Fire-Spout-Mini, like the FireSpout 100, reminds me of some of the
ecofriendly stove ideas in Bill Mason’s
books, is very efficient, boiling a kettle
of water in mere minutes from lighting
the stove, and is well designed and
thought out as well as being light and
compact.
The 4 stainless steel pieces of the
Fire-Spout-Mini (2 large and 2 small)
are carefully shaped and formed to slot
together easily, forming a short tower.

Fuel
requirements
Packing
Peg down
holes
Efficiency
Ease of
assembly
Manufactured by OCC Outdoor, 3 Hazel Grove, Dinas Powys,
Cardiff CF64 4TE, tel 0845 123 2647
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She died in the upstairs bedroom
By the light of the ev’ning star
That shines through the plate glass window
From over Leamington Spa.
John Betjeman

A

Northampton Uplands
Section

rooms and Victorian costume in the Royal Pump
Rooms of 1814 built over one of the town’s seven
springs. Jephson Gardens with their new glasshouse
were named after the local Dr Jephson who, in the
19th century, developed the spa water concept and
was responsible for the town’s medical reputation and
mini Eden. All Saints church of 1843 is in Gothic style
with a west window by Kempe and a north transept
rose window based on that in Rouen cathedral. Canal
House of 1820 has wrought iron balconies.
The canal is crossed for the last time by the New
Street to Didcot Parkway railway and heads past
Sydenham where the noisy Fusilier faces across to

new housing estate leads the canal from
Warwick (Jan guide) without ceremony into
Royal Leamington Spa. The Moorings and
Tiller Pin stand on opposite banks as the A452 crosses.
There are mallards on the water and hawthorns,
willows, horse chestnuts and other trees on each side,
sheltering the canal from the adjacent Ford factory on
a reach which ends at the B4087 with the Grand
Union Restaurant and the Lock, Dock & Barrel.
Royal Leamington Spa was noted for its salt water
springs from 1586 but did not get its royal charter
from Queen Victoria until 1838. It has Georgian and
Victorian housing, is the home of lawn tennis and

Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.

Grand Union
Canal
The missing
railways
across
England’s
NASA

watershed

Rising up the Bascote lock flight.

Birdingbury
Royal
Leamington
Spa

Warwick

R Leam
Offchurch

R Itchen

A423

A361
Braunston

A426

Long
Buckby

Welton

Long
Itchington
A45
Daventry
Res

R Avon

A452

Radford
Semele

Bascote

Stockton

B4455

Grand
Union
Canal
A425

M40
Oxford
Canal

hosts the women’s
national
bowls
championships each summer, a level of elegance not
seen from the canal. Near the station is the art gallery
and museum with 16th and 17th century British,
Dutch and Flemish paintings, modern art, pottery,
porcelain, 18th century drinking glasses, the assembly

Norton

Flecknoe
Lower
Shuckburgh

Napton
on the
Hill

Newbold Comyn
Park. Near the old
Thornley Brewery the A425
crosses, this being about where the powered craft
enthusiasts want to make a link to the River Leam to
give access to the River Avon.
Rock walls, pines and rhododendrons are met at

CANOEIST April 2005

Whilton
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Daventry
A5
Flore
Weedon Bec
R Nene
Church
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Radford Semele, the reed ford of Norman
landowner Henry de Simely in the days of
Henry I although Roman coins have been
found and flints and axes show the settlement to
be at least 30,000 years old. The hilltop church is
Victorian although is appearance seems to have
more in common with its 1100 rebuild. Radford
Hall is reconstructed Jacobean with wood
carvings completed by travelling Hugenots in
1622, rebuilt in Victorian times and now divided into
several dwellings. There was a popular brewery until
1969. The park grounds of Offchurch Bury run almost
to the canal on the north bank as the river is left. The tall
grey stone church tower at Offchurch is partly Norman,
the name coming from King Offa who probably had a
hunting lodge here.
The Prince Regent II, a luxury Edwardian style
cruising restaurant, is based below Radford Bottom
Lock, above which is a viaduct which carried the
former Leamington to Rugby railway. More locks
follow. There are shallows on the left before Fosse
Middle Lock, above which is the B4455, the Fosse
Way Roman road.
Rushes, reedmace, cow parsley, ashes and oaks grow
alongside the canal, there are brimstone and white
butterflies and only dead fish spoil the mood. Another
bridge carries the Welsh Road, a drove road from
north Wales to London.
Views over the valley of the River Itchen become
extensive, first to the north and then also to the south
as the Bascote flight of locks are climbed, a flight
including the only staircase pair on the Grand Union
Canal main line. At the top is a toll house, the top
lock having more the appearance of a private garden
with apple orchard, red hot pokers and yellow roses
growing around the lock.
Another bridge used to carry the Leamington to
Daventry railway over in an area much more poorly
served by railways than in the past. The canal crosses
the River Itchen, perhaps with a grass snake swimming

harmlessly in it. There are also rare white clawed
crayfish, for which havens have been built in the canal.
The spire of the 13th century church in Long
Itchington was struck by lightning and collapsed
during a service in a 1762 storm. The village has many
17/18th century half timbered houses and an
impressive stand of poplars around the pond. Wulfstan
was born here in 1012, going on to become
Archbishop of Worcester and St Wulfstan. Elizabeth I
stayed at the Tudor House with the Earl of Leicester.
The A423 crosses Cuttle Bridge with the Two Boats
Inn on one side and the Cuttle Inn on the other and
leads south to a model village and a prominent cement
works. Quarries produce blue lias stone and lime plus a
good supply of large fossils, of which the most notable
in 1898 was a 5.8m long near perfect brontosaurus, 9m
down and 20,000,000 years old. A reservoir has
become a stocked angling lake beside the Kaye’s Arm,
dug to serve the cement works. Before Stockton
Bottom Lock is the popular Blue Lias public house
with its brontosaurus sign and flocks of marauding
Canada geese, used to being fed by customers.
Half way up the flight an adjacent ivy covered,
square, tapered, brick chimney hints at past industry.
Next to a marina and public house the A426 crosses
Birdingbury bridge, dangerous because it is a fast road
with a hump hiding the public house carpark exit and
the minor road junction on the opposite side. This is
one of a couple of places on this road where useful
signs have been installed, lighting up to warn fast
traffic, but their use in inappropriate locations
elsewhere has become so widespread that their effect is
now totally devalued.
Elder and birch add to the vegetation. The former
Leamington to Daventry railway crosses again just
before the site of Caldecott Village. Swans nesting on
the south side of the canal below Calcutt Bottom Lock
last year should have been well used to boating activity
with the lock flight above and an accompanying
marina but the cob seemed to have an aversion to both

The toll house at the top of the Bascote flight.
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Summer lunchtime at the Blue Lias.

Chimney beside the Stockton flight.
canoeists and to cyclists on the towpath. The flight is
also known as the Wigram’s Three.
Above the locks are reservoirs which were an
important source of clay, feed the canal, are used for
sailing and produce dragonflies to frequent the reeds in
the summer. Solar panels beside the canal supply
power for their sluices.
Originally it was planned to take a direct line from
Warwick to Braunston but it was later decided that
money could be saved by using what was already
there. From Napton Junction or Wigram’s Turn with
its new marina the Grand Union Canal has taken over
a section of the Oxford Canal (Apr 99 guide). Traffic

heading for London by the quickest route now travels
along in the opposite was from when it was first dug.
It is a wide contour canal with excellent views both
southwards to a ridge of high land and northwards
over the valley of the returning River Leam. Because
it carries traffic from both the Grand Union and
Oxford lines it is a busy section of canal.
Napton was one of three large towns in
Warwickshire in the Middle Ages, getting its charter in
the 14th century from Edward II. Since then its size
has remained unchanged and it is now known for little
more than its windmill.
In totally rural fields where the marsh harrier might
be seen, the A425 crosses twice more before Lower
Shuckburgh, where the 1864 church has contrasting
brickwork.
Beyond Flecknoe a pair of less aggressive swans had
their nest last year where the former Leamington to
Daventry railway crossed, to be followed a little while
later by the crossing of the former Aylesbury to
Leicester railway. Also gone is the former 9m tunnel
near Wolfhampcote Hall until the early 1800s. The
church has been restored but a canal loop to the south
was one of the Oxford Canal loops eliminated, the
River Leam now being crossed on the Braunston
Puddle Bank of 1830 as the canal passes from
Warwickshire to Northamptonshire.
In the distance can be seen the remaining aerials of
Rugby Radio Station but at hand is Braunston
Junction where the Oxford Canal leaves (Jan 99
guide). The junction was moved 800m west during
the 1829 improvements, this being one of the
country’s most important transport junctions at the
time. The junction has a triangular island with two
Horseley Ironworks semi elliptical 15.2m span bridges
and a brick bridge carrying the towpath across, the
high ends of the arches allowing room for passage on
foot underneath for users of the other towpath line.
The Braunston Turn formerly had a stop lock
watched by a model night watchkeeper.
The Grand Junction Canal was built from
Braunston to the River Thames from 1793. The
village, which follows the A45 crossing, has as its two

CANOEIST April 2005

51

Guide

Grand Union Canal - Northampton Uplands Section

Contrasting widths near Lower Shuckburgh.

most conspicuous buildings the 1848 sandstone church
of All Saints with its spire and a red brick castellated
windmill which is now part of a private house. Many
boat people lived in the village.
The Mill House was a late Victorian public house,
now extended and with canal paintings, photographs
and prints.
A cast iron bridge crosses what was the Oxford
Canal until the line was shorted. A heritage centre
has been housed in the 1796 Stop House which
charged excessive tolls to use the Oxford Canal.
BW’s decision to depart from the historic building
last year has proved extremely controversial with
canal users. A seat which has a back to match the
bridge precedes the toll house.

52

The Grand Union Canal built reservoirs for
backpumping up the lock flight rather than losing
water to the Oxford Canal. The 1897 pumphouse
replaced an earlier beam engine sited in a field on the
right. The reservoirs have become one of the largest
marinas in the country with buildings to house
blacksmiths, harness makers, ropemakers and
carpenters. It was the site of the former Braunston
Boat Show, the main inland waterways festival, and is
likely to see other shows here in future.
Many major canal businesses have been based in
Braunston including, until 1970, Blue Line Carriers,
the last long distance carriers on the Grand Union
Canal. Boats are still moored two deep on both sides
of the canal and a workshop with side slips refurbishes
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The elegant towpath bridges at Braunston Junction.
narrowboats. Businesses change and it has been
suggested as the site for McDonald’s first boat through
restaurant. The Boat Shop at Braunston Bottom Lock
won the Shop Silver Award in the 2003 and the
Bronze Award in the 2004 Waterscape Business
Awards. There is an 18th century drydock here.
Six locks in the flight take the canal up to another
lock shop and the 110m summit level. On the way is
the Admiral Nelson which has Northampton skittles.
It was used to film the Wench is Dead episode of
Inspector Morse but has a story of its own in the form of
a black figure who walks through a blocked up
doorway, causing glasses to rattle on the bar and
pictures to fall to the ground.
The summit pound brings moorhens and, more

importantly, the 1.867km Braunston Tunnel from
which an old notice on the east portal bans canoes. It
was cut through an ironstone outcrop although 300m
were with quicksand. Setting out errors resulted in an
S bend in the middle so that it is not possible to see
through it. This added to the friction in the endless
wire loop installed in 1870 and driven by a steam
engine at the Welton end. It was shortlived. From
1871 to 1934 the tunnel was operated by steam tugs
which started at hourly intervals from alternate ends.
One of the leggers superseded by steam tugs was 75
years old and had worked in the tunnel for 44 years.
The portage route is unmarked. At first it is obvious
enough, a track climbing up past rape fields and
passing over the English watershed before dropping

The Stop House at Braunston. Note the seat back to match the bridge.

All Saints, Braunston.
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Braunston Marina and an abandoned section of the Oxford Canal.
down near Drayton Reservoir to reach the A361 via a
kissing gate badly overgrown with stinging nettles.
Opposite is a new concrete farm track. When this
reaches a grass filled cattle grid and rises to the left it is
necessary to take an unmarked footpath to the right.
Pheasants and woodpeckers may be heard. To the
north of the canal is Welton where St Martin’s church
has a Saxon font which was brought in one piece from
East Anglia. Crown jewellers Garrards lived here and
were often visited by members of the royal family.
In 1793 permission was obtained to build a canal
link to Daventry. There is now talk of the work going

ahead. The 5km line would start near the overhead
powerlines and follow them towards Daventry
Reservoir. The canal crosses over the stream from the
reservoir and there are extensive views to the north
over it, enhanced by splashes of yellow in the form of
cowslips, buttercups and gorse.
At Norton Junction the Leicester Line of the Grand
Union Canal leaves (Apr 00 guide), observed by a
single storey 1914 toll house and by two Victorian
cottages which were occupied by the Salvation Army
who helped the boat people.
The canal is about to get very busy for a while as

Double parking at Braunston. In busier times the boats have been moored up to 4 deep.
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Braunston Bottom Lock and the award winning shop.
successive major transport links are met. The first in
time and position is the A5, the Roman Watling
Street, immediately below Buckby Top Lock where,
until 1978, a shop used to sell decorated Buckby water
cans. It still has the New Inn, the only public house
remaining whereas there were formerly seven for the
six locks. It also has a choice between the two worst
portages on the canal. When not obstructed by the
lock balance beams there is a very narrow flight of
steps leading down between vertical walls right next to
the A5, probably not wide enough to stand beside a
canoe and no platform at the bottom from which to
launch. The much more recent People Pipe under the
A5 no longer floods as it did when first installed but
the steps down are at right angles to the rest of the
subway so it is necessary to lower a canoe in at 45˚
over the handrails at the end, hoping nobody else is
using it. Once beyond the A5, launching is not a
problem.
Despite the increasingly obvious traffic, a heron still
quietly watches the canal.
Next to cross the canal is the West Coast Main
Line, here the world’s busiest main railway, to follow
the canal closely to Blisworth and not finally leave
until Abbots Langley. Guardrails were fitted to stop
horses falling in the canal when frightened by steam
engines.
Although the M1 does not cross, it follows the canal
for 3km, at times just the other side of the hedge, and
there is continuous traffic roar. Beyond it is a sewage
works to add to the atmosphere.
The Whilton Locks, a source of pottery, are part of
the Buckby flight, during the course of which the line
of the Roman road from Bannaventa (Whilton Lodge)
to Duston is crossed.
Ivy leaved toadflax grows up lock walls. One of the
narrowboat magazines carried a report in an April issue
that, because of the plant growth on them, the gates of
the bottom lock of the Buckby flight had been
declared a SSSI and use was to be limited, a story
horribly plausible in this day and age.
A marina follows the bottom lock. Despite the
noise, the canal is treelined and, in summer, little is

seen of the traffic and nothing is seen of the River
Nene, which is now being followed.
The motorway leaves the canal to follow the edge
of Brockhall Park. Brockhall is a brown stone village
and Brockhall Hall part Tudor with fine 18th century
interiors. Peace does not return while a peacock has
anything to do with it and, passing back under the A5
and beyond a spoil tip area, the canal meanders
between the road and the railway but trials bikes find
room to make more intrusive noise than the
motorway traffic did.

Peace near Brockhall except for the M1 traffic roar.
The A45 crosses back as the Saxon Portway at Road
Weedon, a village of antique shops. What appears to
be an old factory with ornate window panels sets the
tone.
A location as far as possible from the coast but with
a good new transport system was selected here for the
600m Weedon Military Dock. It had a yellow brick
gatehouse with a portcullis, 12 magazine gunpowder
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stores for 5,000 barrels separated by blast buildings
filled with earth, much small arms ammunition,
800,000 weapons including 250,000 muskets and 30
pieces of field artillery, accommodation for 2
regiments, barracks for 500 soldiers, stabling for 200
horses, a riding school and, later, a hospital. There
were 3 large pavilions for the king and cabinet
including a royal pavilion for George III in case of a
Napoleonic invasion. Although it was not used after
1920, it was believed to have been a planned staging
post for Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret in the event
of a Second World War invasion, from where they
would have been taken to Prestwick and Canada.
When the railway line was electrified in 1965 the army
pulled out and the entry arm was partly filled and built
on. It is now private, being used for industrial storage
although it has Grade 2 listed buildings. In 1991 a
boatyard at the end put up a notice saying that they

had been there 25 years and warning people not to
move in opposite and then complain about the noise.
Water voles do not have a noise problem here.
Hidden between the canal and railway embankment
at Weedon Bec is the Norman tower attached to a
Victorian church, the village’s manor having been held
by the abbey of Bec Hellouin in Normandy in the
12th century.
As the canal turns away from the open rolling
Stowehill the railway carries on and blasts straight
through it, canal style brick vent shafts being visible on
the hillside above the tunnel. The canal bores under
the A5 again and passes the Narrow Boat and a small
marina to arrive at a bridge near Flore where there is
room for several vehicles to park at the edge of the
road. The garden corner between the road and canal
has a group of topiary animals at the waterside,
including an elephant and a rabbit.

FACT FILE
Distance
From Royal Leamington Spa to Flore is 43km.
Transport
National Express Travel WM 12, 12A and 112
buses serve Leamington and Sydenham.
Stagecoach Midland Red 63 and 64 buses
variously serve Leamington, Radford Semele,
Long Itchington, Stockton and Napton on the
Hill.
Campsites
There are campsites 500m away at Long
Itchington, 4km away at Marston Doles and
16km away at Billing.
Youth Hostels
Stratford-upon-Avon youth hostel is 11km
away and Badby youth hostel is 6km away.
Water Quality
Royal Leamington Spa - Napton Junction: Fair
(2)
Napton Junction - Braunston Tunnel: Good
(1B)
Braunston Tunnel - Flore: Fair (2)
Licence
A BW licence is required costing £3 per day
or £9 per week. BCU members (except SCA)
already pay to use this canal.
Canal Society
Grand Union Canal Society, PO Box 254,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP1 2SU
OS 1:50,000 Sheets
151 Stratford-upon-Avon
152 Northampton & Milton Keynes
Forecasts
Weathercall: W Midlands, Staffordshire &
Warwickshire, 09014 722 0611
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Northants &
Derbyshire, 09014 722 062
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The West Coast Main Line heads away towards Stowehill tunnel.

Flore’s fauna flora.
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We’re saying nothing
Party policies on access
With the general election due on May 5th we are sure you wish to know what the political parties have to say about river access. We began
approaching them before Easter and have now reached the point where the election has been called. Although we have received promises of
promises, so far these have not materialized and thoughts are more on school dinners, the war in Iraq and other more controversial issues.
Although we did not undertake such a study for the last election, we did so for 1992 and 1997 and look at the trends.
Labour Party
In 1997 Elliot Morley said ‘A Labour government will certainly give active consideration to the needs of canoeists and will seek to
accommodate them wherever possible.’
This time we did not ask for promises, knowing that we would be told about the Brighton study, for which it will be implied that
improvements will result although this is very much open to question. Instead, we asked for a progress report. Which rivers can we paddle now
that we could not in 1997? What have the Labour Party achieved in 8 years? They find it surprisingly difficult to lay their hands on statistics about
which to boast, which we promised them to publish in full, their press office simply offering us a couple of suggestions of people within the
Labour party who might know. Perhaps it would be an embarrassingly short list.
Let us help them along their way. The Land Reform (Scotland) Act was brought in by the Labour Party and is an excellent piece of modern
legislation which will help the tourist industry in rural Scotland. South of the border, in the aftermath of the foxhunting act, the Government
seem reticent at doing anything else which will not receive full backing by some landowners.

Conservative Party
In 1992 we received only a statement from the Department of the Environment on Conservative Party policy. In 1997 we received nothing.
This time it was suggested Tim Yeo might write something.

Liberal Democrat Party
In 1992 Menzies Campbell said that angling was more important than canoeing. In 1997 David Chidgey was rather more positive. This time it
was suggested that the Earl of Mar & Kellie, an honorary vice president of the SCA, might give us a statement on Liberal Democrat Party policy.

Plaid Cymru
In 1997 Plaid Cymru told us they might not have a policy on river access. This year they did not say even that much. Their position is poles
apart from that of the nationalists in Scotland.

Scottish National Party
We did not ask the SNP this time as their support for the Land Reform (Scotland) Act was even more positive than that of the Scottish Labour
Party who presented the legislation. The SNP are the one party who have made a promise and kept it fully.
The political parties show a marked relutance to promise anything on access ahead of the general election. Afterwards, will they say they are
upset that younger people are failing to engage with the democratic process? Will disenchantment with the continued prevaricating by political
parties result in searches for alternative ways to deal with unjust and outdated legislation in England and Wales?

Latest updates
If parties issue statements to us after going to press we will attach them to our website. Click here for the latest updates.
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cake, biscuits and fresh fruit This preparation was well worthwhile since
it meant that neither of us had to attempt to cook while underway
because this is very difficult if we are feeling seasick. As it turned out
neither of us were seasick but we could nibble whenever we felt like it.
We had plenty to drink; the space beneath my bunk was full of beer and
Coke besides the 5 gallons of water on deck. All the food was under
Maggie’s bunk. Our clothing on the trip consisted of Helly Hansen polar
wear (tops and trousers), shirts, corduroy trousers, two jerseys, two pairs
of woolly socks or polar socks, towels around our necks, woolly hats,
oilies and boots.

Meer cat
crossing

By the time we reached the Shipwash we had the topsail and
spinnaker set again and the breeze was southwesterly, about force 4. Our
track to Den Helder was 155 miles covered in 27 hours to give an
average speed of 5.7 knots on a 19 ft waterline. Whenever the
speedometer dropped below 6 knots we prayed for more wind. All we
got was more rain. The cloud layer remained low but our spirits high.
In 1978 the authors took their Wharram Hinemoa 7m catamaran canoe across
the North Sea to the Netherlands to pay a visit to the Dutch Catamaran and
Trimaran Club’s 10th anniversary meeting at Enkhuisen by way of the
Fresian Isles, a fairly daring escapade for 27 years ago.
Preparation included the usual long lists of food and gear that had to
be checked through. When we loaded Surf Song at Queenborough her
decks were so full of stores and gear that I wondered where and how
everything would fit in! So did everyone else looking on.
July 1st was a sunny morning with a gentle westerly breeze, ideal for a
passage to Harwich, since we were to sail with the tide. About an hour
after setting sail I hoisted the 30 sq ft topsail; the sheet tied itself in
amazing knots around the top end of the sprit because of my slowness in
taking up the slack and the sprit and mainsail had to come down in
order to untangle the offending sheet. A second attempt at setting the
topsail met with success and with the spinnaker set, too, we chuckled
along up the West Swin. The Whittaker Beacon stood skeleton like and
motionless as we passed by, heading for the Swin Spitway. We reached
Harwich with a rising wind and darkening sky after a pleasant 9 hour sail
from Queenborough.

Picking up a passenger
Sunday 2nd July dawned overcast and drizzly and the sea was grey and
lumpy. At 10.00 hours we headed out for the Shipwash light vessel, 15
miles distant, and from there our destination was Den Helder in north
Holland.
Before leaving Harwich, Maggie had been busy with food
preparations which consisted of flasks of soup and stew, sandwiches,
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The shipping was fairly light all the way across. Maggie did most of
the steering which left me free to set and adjust sails and to cope with
the navigation. Every time the tide turned we jibed and this zigzag tactic
allowed us to stay on a more or less direct track of 078˚M from the
Shipwash to Den Helder. When the tide ran north we sailed on
starboard jibe and when the tide ran south we sailed on port jibe to
bring the tide off our port bow. Depending on our course, with the SW
wind, we tacked the jib down to one or other bow to give more
projected area to the wind.
About 1700 hours on Sunday a weary pigeon circled Surf Song, flew
into the jib and then fell onto the upturned inflatable dinghy lying
between the bows. On the dinghy was a swirling puddle of rain and salt
water in which the pigeon sat with fluffed up feathers for 12 hours
before taking off for some unknown destination when we were 30 miles
from the Dutch coast.

On hearing a roaring noise behind me
Very gradually the darkness of Monday morning lifted and the wind
strengthened to send us scurrying along at 9 knots. The topsail was
struck, followed soon after by the spinnaker, with no reduction in speed.
The waves, like black hills, slowly became visible in the overcast
darkened dawn. At about 0500 hours Maggie sighted a well head in the
gloom to port which meant we were right on course with the log
reading accurately. It was good to know that all those estimated positions
that had slowly crept across the chart had been fairly accurate and I
found this very satisfying after 100 miles with no fix. From the well head
we headed due east for 30 miles to make a clear sighting of the Dutch
coast rather than pass Texel and end up in Denmark. The visibility was
not good as the wind piped up, giving us a rough, wet ride.
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Richard Bumpus photographs

Under mainsail and jib we sailed mostly at 10 – 12 knots and our
average speed turned out to be 9 knots for the 30 miles. Once or twice
the speedo needle stuck on the 15 knot mark as we surfed; perhaps we
even travelled at 16 or 17 knots. Surf Song ran steadily with both hulls
firmly in the water but sitting on the bridge deck was like sitting in a
shower. In spite of wearing my oilies and calf length boots, my arm
was wet up to my elbow and I had a boot full of water so don’t tell me
about rough water! Twice Maggie was all but knocked from the
steering cockpit into the stern safety netting by breaking waves. On
hearing a roaring sound behind me I turned around to find myself
sitting on the after deck covered with an inch or so of water as I
helmed. I wonder what St. Brendan did for oilies when he sailed the
north Atlantic many centuries ago. You may ask why we kept full
working sail up when it was so wet and we sailed at speed. Simply, it
was thrilling and we had confidence in our boat.
Having nearly surfed up the beach because of poor visibility and
having looked anxiously at the log which overread by 2 miles, we
sighted the Dutch coast with a ‘hotel conspic’ and ‘chimneys’. We
turned north along the coast and continued under jib alone.
After passing through the Marsdiep we arrived at Den Helder at
1400 hours, along with brilliant sunshine, a humming wind, an ebb
tide, a sogged out Seagull and a tired but satisfied feeling of having got
to the other side. Den Helder is a naval base that will accommodate
quite a few yachts and the hot showers at the naval club were great.
We looked around the town, including the market which was great
fun and where we bought smoked mackerel brodes, Cointreau crêpes
and fresh fruit. We also replaced a defunct radio.

Ignorance of engines
On Tuesday 4th July we gave the Seagull outboard an airing, having
dried it out and got it working again with the help of a German
polycat builder. At that time I had to confess my ignorance of engines,
even Seagulls! We motored across the Texelstroom to Oudeschild
about 6 miles away on the island of Texel, the most westerly of the
Fresian isles. The following day we took a bus ride all over this pretty
and interesting holiday isle.

Bare then paddling
On Thursday we left Oudeschild for the Ijsselmeer. We would have
liked to have gone on to Terschelling but time was against us so we
sailed across a sloppy Wadden Zee to the locks at Den Oever. As we
approached the locks we brailed the mainsail and tried to start the
outboard but luck was against us and the engine would not start.
Maybe I was just inept. We bare pole sailed in to the locks at 2 knots
and, having paddled out the other side, we set sail for Hinderloopen
on the eastern shore.
At one stage I thought I might set the spinnaker but, looking behind
at the sea state, I decided against it. Five minutes later we were
running eastwards at 6 knots under jib alone. The sailing was wetter
than the North Sea because of the short steep seas in about 15’ of
water. Maggie steered through the narrow entrance to Hinderloopen
with grim determination and a little fear. The entrance sides have been
reinforced with piles and rocks and there was a nasty moment when I
obscured her vision lowering the jib. Once we had tied up we were
told that it was blowing force 7; the wind certainly howled in the
rigging. We were made very welcome by the big broad smiles of Jelle
van de Zee and Annemieke Kempe who had arrived a little earlier in
their Tane from Vlieland.

Entertained by Martins Renewed Underwear
We spent the next day and half in very pleasant company under a
large deck tent on the Tane, Aloha, up alongside whom we had tied.
While a depression raged over the North Sea and Norway we ate
strawberries and cream and drank rum and coffee. With a moderating
wind we sailed in company for the CTC meeting at Enkhuisen on
Saturday, 7th July. As we approached Enkhuisen the land gave us a lee
from the westerly wind and smooth water, enabling us to reach along
at a steady 10 - 11 knots. Although we arrived too late for the racing
we made fast alongside two barges with Aloha and many other
multihulls and were able to watch the return of the boats which had
raced.
Saturday evening was festive occasion; aboard the barges the crews
of 27 multihulls tucked into an enormous salad with wine. After this
we went ashore (47 of us motoring aboard an Ariki) for the prizegiving
in Enkhuisen where a jazz band called Martins Renewed Underwear
played. Everyone enjoyed the evening very much.

The crowded journey back
On Sunday, after many farewells, we motored through the locks at
Enkhuizen into the southern part of the Ijsselmeer.
Our next stop was the Six Haven opposite the central station in
Amsterdam. After a much too brief look around we motored for 4
hours along the North Sea Canal to Ijmuiden. Have you ever had a
Seagull buzzing in your ears for 4 hours? Ijmuiden is industrial and
does not cater for yachts; we just have to tie up at the quayside near
the locks. Wherever we tied up, Surf Song always attracted a great deal
of attention, possibly because of her sprit rig and her apparently day
sailer accommodation. When word spread that the locks were about to
open; there was a scramble to cast off breast ropes, springs and wet tea
towels. We drifted into the locks with other yachts motoring in
neutral. We shared the lock with a large barge and many other yachts
so there was a considerable amount of fending off to be done.
A ridge of high pressure from the Shetlands stretching over the
North Sea provided a contrast with our previous crossing. For the first
60 miles the northerly F3 wind gave us 6 knots with topsail and flying
jib set in addition to the main and jib. Our course was 260˚M back to
the Shipwash. In contrast with our crossing over to Den Helder, the
shipping this time was fairly heavy. When we eventually saw the Gp
F1 (4) sequence of the Outer Gabbard lightship we thought we were
nearly home but a flat calm and ebb tide soon caused us to feel
frustrated and it seemed to be ages before we saw the Shipwash in the
morning light. Eventually we romped into Harwich at 1300 hours,
feeling very tired. After a meal and 3 hours’ sleep we sailed up the
Orwell to the Butt and Oyster at Pin Mill. While on the river we saw
two Dutch yachts, one we had seen at Den Helder and the other at
Ijmuiden; we waved like mad.
After the success of this holiday, another year we wanted to see
more of Friesland and the Wands.

Maggie and Richard Bumpus
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Something
will turn up
First open canoe descent of the Cauvery
River in southern India.

Part 3 - Takeaway
breakfast and
immoveable map

The next day dawned and, true to his word,
Raj appeared in his brightly coloured 15 tonner,
along with his entourage. The boat plus gear was
loaded into the back of the truck and we set off
with Ian and myself sitting in the cab, along with
Raj at the front. On passing each of the barrages
Raj would reel off a load of facts and figures just
like some tour guide. Each time he would stop at
the gates of the compound, grinning like a
Cheshire cat, and ask if we wanted to take a
picture. ‘Definitely not’; we had had our fill of the
authorities and had no inclination to get involved
with the men in khaki again. At last the last
barrage was passed and we found ourselves back
on the river just upstream of the town of Bhavani.
The river was about 150 - 200m wide here and
flowing at a good pace; we were on a conveyor
belt called the Cauvery River. Rather than
finding ourselves on a gentle stream we were
storming along through continuous grade 1
rapids. Great swirling eddies would catch us out
from time to time and throw us from our
intended line. The banks were lined with
numerous small irrigation pumping stations
interspersed between tall pampas type grasses,
coconut palms and banana plantations. We made
good progress and soon covered the 15 or so
kilometres to the town of Erode. Erode was a riot
of colour. It was a textile centre and a substantial
part of the workforce lined the banks, washing,
dyeing or drying cloth of every colour and type
we could imagine. Coracles loaded with these
wares were being moved over to islands in the
river to increase the water frontage and men and
women stood on the banks or up to their waists in
water, staring at us incredulously. The current
took us swiftly past with the greetings of the
workers ringing in our ears.
We were now about three days’ paddling from
Tiruchirapalli or Trichy for short. Trichy, apart
from being the biggest town we were to come
across, is famous for the temple complex in
Trichy itself and in the adjacent Srirangam. In
addition, Trichy marks the start of the Cauvery
River Delta and the start of the great unknown.
Whether we would have any water beyond
Trichy was the subject of much conjecture.
We reckoned now that we had had the last of
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Stunning temple ornamentation.
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the white water but the river was still motoring along. The river had
widened out to over a kilometre and there were numerous grassy
islands and channels. The surrounding landscape was totally flat,
punctuated by the odd distant isolated hill.

milkman. We sat in Selva’s only room as his honoured guests whilst all
the locals came around to meet us and say ‘Hi.’ We were invited to
stay the night, which we were very glad to accept. The rest of the day
was spent getting the paddle repaired, shopping for supplies and
sightseeing.

The vital wall map
The next day was overcast with rain in the air. We
packed our gear back into the boat, took the obligatory
photographs and set off in the rain that was now pouring
down, with the whole neighbourhood waving goodbye
to us. This day was going to be particularly significant.
Fifteen kilometres downstream lay Kallanai. This was a
major headworks. Here the river was split artificially into
four streams, the Coleroon, the Cauvery, the Vennar
river and the Grand Canal.
Progress over the next 15 kilometres to Kallanai was
rapid but we were now soaked to the skin and shivering
uncontrollably. We retired quickly to the nearest
tearoom. Selva had got a lift to Kallanai on a friend’s
motorcycle and joined us as we planned our next move.
When we had knocked a little bit of warmth back into
our bodies we set off to walk across the control structure
that spanned the river. We observed the flow in each of
the channels we crossed and were pleased to note that a
substantial flow was passing into the Cauvery. We
wandered and decided to pay a visit to the irrigation
engineer’s office. This was primarily to try to find out

Location is everything.
Our progress to Trichy proved more difficult than we
had imagined. The stream meandered from one side of
the river to the other. Failure to locate the change in
direction inevitably led to a beaching and a burst of
expletives aimed jointly at the river and the unfortunate
steerer in the rear of the canoe. Invariably this was me,
leading to the obvious riposte ‘Well, if you can do any
better,’ etc. The state of the river didn’t do our
confidence any good at all as the conditions only made
us more convinced that we were going, eventually, to
run out of water. This wasn’t helped when my paddle,
which had been making ominous creaking noises for
days, broke into two. Luckily, we were near to a suitable
campsite. We didn’t carry a spare and so I effected a
repair by stuffing the ends into a short length of bamboo
and securing the lot with lashings of the canoeist’s friend,
duct tape.

Takeaway breakfast
A couple of hours’ paddling the following day saw us
on the outskirts of Trichy. We had had the impressive
gopurams of the temple complexes of Srirangam in our
vision, river left, for over an hour but now the Rock
Fort Temple in Trichy itself to our right dominated the
landscape. Trichy is a busy cosmopolitan industrial and
commercial centre with a population of just under a
million. We had promised ourselves a rest day to look at
the sights. However, we had no clue where to stay or
what we could do with the boat. We paddled on
apprehensively and stopped at some public steps
upstream of the main town bridge that linked Trichy to
Srirangam. Leaving Ian to guard the boat, I mounted the
steps under the suspicious gaze of a few locals and
disappeared into a complex of back streets. The old
mantra ‘something will turn up’ was foremost in my
mind as I wandered aimlessly along streets lined with
simple brick and concrete houses, looking for inspiration.
Then, bingo! I was approached by a couple of locals.
They looked friendly and spoke passable English. Even
though Trichy is on the tourist route they had never
seen a foreigner in their little back street before. Well,
the next few minutes were unbelievable as we were
welcomed like kings into a simple house on the
waterfront. The boat and contents were hoisted up the
steps and placed into safe storage whilst a runner was
despatched to the local restaurant for takeaway breakfast,
magic! Our saviours were Selva, who ran a chai (tea)
kiosk, and his brother, Ravi, who was the local

Some of the residents who provided hospitality and repair facilities.
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Fresh fruit in the local markets. Left: The wall map of the river.
more data on the flow in our river but, more importantly, to stave off
the onset of hypothermia. Ian had already succumbed and had headed
back off to the tearoom and so it was just Selva and I who stood
dripping in front of the engineer’s desk. He eyed us suspiciously. I
explained what we were doing and enquired whether we could expect
to find water in the Cauvery through to the sea. His head rolled from
side to side after each question. I asked if he had any maps of the delta
region. His head rolled from side to side again. He didn’t appear to be
any more helpful but then, without warning, summoned one of his
minions who escorted us at a brisk pace back out into the rain and
back across the regulator to another office. The reason for the change
of venue wasn’t immediately obvious until we arrived on the veranda.
There in front of us was a painted wall map of the whole delta region.
The wall painting showed the Grand Canal flowing east through the
town of Thanjavur before turning abruptly south and disappearing into
a thousand paddyfields. The Coleroon was shown as a thick blue line
leading to the coast but we knew there was no water in it at that time.
The Vennar petered out about 50 kilometres from the coast and, yes,
the thin blue line that was the Cauvery clearly went all the way to the
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There were always crowds of willing helpers.
coast, entering the sea at Poomphar. We hurried back to
tell Ian the good news; the minion, infected by our
enthusiasm, was now one of the team and followed us
faithfully to the tearooms. Therefore, after sustaining
ourselves with more tea and a second breakfast, a sodden
group of individuals comprising Ian, Selva and minion
plus assorted small boys and me portaged all the gear and
launched out into the Cauvery.
The rain was lashing down still and, on the premise
that we either stayed under shelter or got wet, totally
wet, I had stripped off to my shorts and sandals and was
paddling like a mad thing to keep warm. The river was
fairly straight and wide, about 150 - 200m, but the
channel, as before, snaked from one bank to the other.
This generated some friction between Ian and me as we
ploughed into one sandbank after another but, slowly,
we got the hang of how to read the water and were
soon adept in spotting the telltale signs that indicated the
edges of the channel.

Milking the interest
Over the next few days the river split and split again;
on each occasion we followed the Cauvery. Our
commitment was paying dividends and, instead of the
river’s getting more and more difficult to navigate, it
was getting easier. The meandering channels were no
more as the bank closed in to confine the river. It was as
if the river was being reborn. The flow was strong and
deep and at times we imagined ourselves back on the
upper river as the banks closed in on us and vegetation
brushed us as we passed by. There were now numerous
flow regulating structures and weirs. Portaging came to
take up much more of our time. Now, as many of you
out there will know, there was nothing more enjoyable
than a good portage! However, at each portage we
could guarantee that there would be a little band of
onlookers so Ian and I developed a technique of ever so
very slightly milking this interest. At each portage we
would unload the gear and place it in a pile on the bank.
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Help with some of the portages.
We would then remove the boat and place it next to the gear. By now
the audience would be up to a dozen, small boys, young bucks in city
clothes, old men in dhotis, women in saris, etc. The technique was to
pick up what gear we could, then lift up the boat before moving off
struggling ever so slightly. Almost on cue all hands would shoot into
action and before we knew it the gear and boat were whisked out of
our grasp and carried to the lower river.

Excrement, rubbish and teeth cleaning
The rain continued for hours on end and the boat needed bailing
out continually. Our gear, which spent most of the time sitting in this
water, was now in various states from damp to wet. We spent one
incredibly wet night camped in a quagmire by the side of a banana
plantation. The stove failed to work and Ian found that we were
trapped in an island of mud with no access to the near by road that
might give us access to the near by village and a possible cup of tea or a
meal. The next day was no better and we pulled into the small town of
Ayyampettai in search some warmth and sustenance. The town steps
were covered in the usual piles of excrement and rubbish and made us
feel quite sick. It seemed incongruous to us that the locals would also
come here to wash their clothes and themselves and clean their teeth.
The town was utterly depressing. Traffic vied with pedestrians for
space in amongst monstrous potholes full of black rain water. Little old
men in dhotis with their black umbrellas pulled down over their heads
went stoically about their business. A policeman on duty eyed us
suspiciously as we walked dripping past but we avoided eye contact
and pressed on in search of a restaurant and some warmth. We found a
likely place full of locals and stumbled in. The place fell silent as the
clientele momentarily examined the new arrivals and then, almost
immediately, resumed their contented murmur. The warmth from the
cook’s Primus near to the entrance was most welcoming and we sat
down to tea and purri.

A load of rogues
As we progressed down the river over the next few days the rain
gradually abated, such that when we pulled into the town of
Kumbakonam, now only 70km from the coast, we were about as dry
as we had been for the last three days. It was time to camp and,
anyway, we wanted to have a look at the town. It was well known for
it temples, what else in India? Therefore, using the ‘something will
turn up’ approach adopted successfully on many occasions, we
hovered. Almost on cue, some villagers came down to the water’s edge
and beckoned us over. This was nothing new; usually, we ignored
these entreaties in the interests of making progress but in this instance
they were accompanied by a suited businessman. We determined in
conversation that these were his workers. They were sugar cane cutters
and this was their village. They lived in the most primitive mud huts.
We were offered accommodation in one of the better huts but
declined, preferring the comparative hygiene surrounding of our tent.
This was considered a little strange and, after some persuading, we
compromised and erected our tent under a corrugated iron awning
used for, we thought, drying rice but, in our more macabre moments,
imagined its being used for the laying out of bodies prior to burning!
Just as we were pitching our tent or, rather, hanging it from the
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India is not always hot and dry. Ayyampettai in the rain.
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rafters we were aware of a chap giving our businessman a hard time. It
was all about us. We carried on setting up our camp, half keeping an
eye on the goings on. Eventually Partibhan, as the chap was called,
approached us, saying that these guys who had offered us hospitality
were a load of rogues and we would have our throats cut and all our
stuff stolen in the night. We didn’t believe him for a moment; we
reckoned that we were sufficiently river wise to recognize this type of
danger. In fact, our experience to date had led us to believe khaki bad
news, dhoti good! To calm things down we decided to broker a
compromise. We left our camp established and accompanied Partibhan
across the river to his house to meet his family. Partibhan rolled up his
dhoti and set off across the river with us in tow. Before long we were
up to our waists in water and soaking wet again. We were past caring.
Partibhan was a superb host and before long we were talked into
having a meal with his delightful family, followed by a tour of the
town’s temples. We insisted on returning to our tent at the end of the
evening and so Partibhan accompanied us in a motor rickshaw down

Portage by motor rickshaw.
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the other side of the river to our camp. We left him with a promise to
join him and his family for breakfast the following day.
It was pitch black as we struggled along village tracks to where we
had left the tent but the site was bare! ‘Had Partibhan been right?’ we
thought. Even then we struggled to believe that the villagers could
have done this to us. We carried on to the villagers’ mud huts, which
were now in darkness. We knocked on the door of what we perceived
to be the head worker’s hut. Soon the door opened and the headman
appeared, beaming at us from the gloomy interior. He immediately led
us to where they had moved all our gear for ‘safe keeping’, amazing!

The locals take over the cooking and washing up
After a protracted breakfast at Partibhan’s house and lots of
photographs and goodbyes we set off on what was to be our
penultimate day on the river. The width of the river now varied
between 30 and 40m. Much of the bank was brick lined but had long
fallen into disrepair and was now falling apart and covered in
vegetation. There were many stands of bamboo and lush
trees but with a predominance of shrubs. We were now
seeing the development of vehicular tracks on each side of
the river. Fields were set back from the river, fenced off
with bamboo and brushwood and provided with gates for
access. We passed by a number of small towns, generally
not the most savoury of places to linger; even so, the water
quality was maintained, which was good as it was useful
from time to time to get into the water in order to assist a
passage past the many weirs and control structures that we
were now encountering.
By 3.30pm we reckoned that we had paddled enough
but an entourage of small boys following us along the bank
were giving us a hard time, yelling, shouting and
occasionally lobbing pieces of earth at us, so we paddled
on, hoping that they would get bored and go to annoy
someone else. We passed under a number of low bamboo
footbridges and, in each case, managed to get there before
the mob, so avoiding the little monsters’ dropping anything
nasty onto us. After a while they did get bored and we felt
that it was safe to pull over and camp.
This turned out to be our most populous campsite. At
one point we counted fifty locals swarming around the
campsite, of all ages, shapes and sizes, poking their noses

Gradually the channel narrowed down.
into the most mundane of chores. We and our
possessions were still soaked and so, soon, everything
was strewn around the camp, drying. I guess it was a
testimony to the locals’ honesty that not a single item
was lost. In fact, before long they had taken over
cooking duties from Ian and they even did the washing
up!

Something was about to happen
The next day our first milestone was the town of
Mayuram, 15 km away. Again, on reaching there, we
found the banks to be a disgusting mess and passed on
rapidly, wondering whether the unsanitary conditions
were a result of lack of imagination or because there was
no alternative.
We bade Mayuram a not very fond farewell and
pressed on along the river which, to our surprise was
getting narrower, even down to 3m wide in one stretch.
The vegetation on either side was now dense and
shielded any roads and habitation from our view. All the
spectators on the banks either stood open mouthed as
we passed by or cheered wildly, beckoning us over to
talk. We rarely obliged, preferring to maintain steady
progress. Each weir and control structure we passed had
a sill height displayed. In the days when we were back in
Coorg the levels were in the 300s; now we were down
to 2m, that was 2m above sea level! The river was
narrow and spanned by numerous rickety bamboo
bridges. The locals were waving from the bridges and
the bank as if they sensed that something was about to
happen; we told them we are going to Poomphar, our
destination on the coast, at which they pointed excitedly
downstream. Dare we imagine that we were going to
make it? There were still lots of fenced fields on either
side in between areas of bush. Kingfishers were cruising
with us and kites wheeled overhead. We paddled on,
hoping that at each corner we would see the sea but
nothing, just more and more river. In the distance we
could hear a roaring sound. This was usually the
precursor to yet another weir but there was none in
sight. The land opened up on either side of the river,
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which now meandered between flat open banks, tended by
farmers using water buffalo to plough their fields.
Fishermen were in the shallows casting their nets. The roar
was getting louder and the river in front of us bent to our
right. Then we saw flecks of white appearing above the
low river bank in front of us. We both yelled out in unison
‘It’s the surf.’ We shouted and bounced up and down in
our seats in celebration and paddled out into the sea for as
far we dared. Eventually we pulled up onto a beach and
shook each other’s hands warmly. We had made it but our
obvious joy was wasted on two near by fishermen who just
look on blankly in incomprehension.

Mike Norman

Self supported descent of the Cauvery River,
south India from its source to sea in a single
open canoe over a period of 25 days by Ian
Grant and Mike Norman of the Cambridge
Canoe Club, covering a total distance of
855km. The river rises in Coorg in the
Western Ghats and meets the Bay of Bengal
at Poomphar in Tamil Nadu. It is believed to
be the first complete descent of the river by
open canoe.
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Mike Norman photographs

Drying wet kit.
Right and below: Arrival at the ocean.

I recall it was May 1982. I was a
20 year old private soldier in the
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment,
visiting Canada to work alongside
the Canadian forces, in particular
with 208 Squadron, who
specialized in helicopter work. I
thought I was in heaven, flying
around the Canadian outback,
being able to check out the
prairies, mountains and forests
from a bird’s eye viewpoint. (Was
this really work?)

we explored these wonderful
waterways.

Moods

Just when I thought it could not
get any better the sergeant major
informed us the Falklands War was
on and that morale was a little low
owing to our being away from the
action; we could choose to do
some adventure training, the
choices being mountaineering,
fishing or canoeing.
Having never had the
experience of the latter, rightly or
wrongly I chose to do canoeing.
We were informed only the
strongest of swimmers would be
able to form a team to enter the
great Canadian wilderness on an
expedition which was to last a
week or more. Well, it had been
my 21st birthday the night before
and, yes, I had partied till dawn in
the town of Fort Wainright in
Alberta. Now we are told to
undertake a swimming test to
whittle out the weaker swimmers.
(Oh, no! Not today, please!)
We were driven to a local river
and, one by one, we had to swim
the breadth of this mass of water
which was before us (and me with
a head like a sore bear’s, too).
The first swimmers entered the
water and surfaced beyond the
safety ropes which had been placed
approx 50 yards downriver; the
instructors, now feeling nervous
owing to the underestimated force
and power of the river, placed
further safety ropes along its banks.
Now I can recall I must have been
approximately 3 to 4 times over
the drink drive limit owing to my
untimely birthday the day before.
Splash, in I went, remembering to
dive outwards as far as I could
reach; with what felt like over a
thousand swimming strokes I
found myself on the bank on the
other side, experiencing what was
probably the quickest hangover
cure I have ever taken, and, yes, I
was in the team.

Now, years later, I was older,
married with 2 children, living
near Ledbury in Herefordshire.
This sport canoeing that was
drastically cut short from me all
those years ago has left me with
some great memories, feeling
ashamed that I never followed it
up again, having had my first
experience in what I can only
describe as canoe Mecca.

Do you
remember
your first
time?

The very next day we were
kitted out and underway with a 20
minute lesson on river safety and
paddling techniques using open
canoes, which included not
feeding the bears. (Bears? What
bears?)
The next 3 days proved to be
the most impressionable 3 days of
my life so far; as we canoed
through the Rocky Mountains we
encountered wildlife such as
ospreys, moose, beavers and bears.
The mountains were still covered
in snow from the peaks to the
water’s edge yet we canoed in flip
flops and shorts, gaining sun tans as

On the third day we were met
en route by some of our military
colleagues who explained we were
to return to the UK ASAP in
order to join our comrades in the
Falklands; this news was greeted
with mixed feelings. Yes, I wanted
to be with my comrades in order
to help win the war but, on the
other hand, I also wanted to
experience more of this sport they
call canoeing.

This series is about the moods of people or nature as met while
paddling. Please feel free to contribute your experiences.
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I was now embarking on what
felt like my first time all over
again. Having bought several
canoeing magazines from my local
newsagent and having surfed the
internet, I now found myself
visiting Joel Watersports at Holt
Fleet near Worcester, where I was
able to sit in kayaks and try them
for size; ah, yes, my size. I forgot
to mention 3 months earlier I
weighed in at 24 stone. However,
thanks to the Dr Atkins diet I was
now a mere 21 stone.
Reaching Holt Fleet which
nestles on the River Severn in
what is arguably one of the nicest
parts of Worcestershire, I struggled
to find Joel Watersports owing to
the fact the premises were no
more than a large garage, under
my nose and not what I was
expecting! Still, having driven past
at least 3 times before realizing this
was it, I parked the car on the
grass verge and entered the doors.
Never have I seen so many
canoes and kayaks in one small
building as this; they were strung
up from floor to ceiling like layers
of Persian rugs, all waiting to be
felt. A voice from the rear of the
building cried ‘Can I help you?’
and out of the shadows came a
greying man, possibly nearing
retirement age, who immediately
recognized that I was a beginner
and on the large side and
proceeded to show me the very
few alternatives available to me.
Albeit I came away a little
disappointed, I would return to
this unusual shop as the
shopkeeper refused to sell me a
buoyancy aid for my six year old
son as it was too big and not safe
to use although I was thinking to
myself he would grow into that by
the following year. This action
alone has taught me to respect this
old man; he’d probably just saved
my son’s life!
The very next day I found
myself along with my wife and six
year old hiring an aluminium open
canoe.
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Wavebox C1 winner Jamie Burbeck. Below left: 3rd placed
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Freestyle

d Oli Castle. Below right: Men’s kayak winner Eddie Smith.
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Lynsey Evans winning the women’s event.

DERRiCK

3rd placed Christi Stone.

Rosie Cripps still in with a chance.
Wavebox Contest
Momma, the kid needs to practise but, ooooh, that rebel yell!
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K1W: 1 L Evans, 36.00. 2 C O’Hara, 21.00. 3 C Stone. K1MJ: 1 A Ward, 110.00. 2 S Artoonian, 37.50. 3 J Mitchell. K1M: 1
E Smith, 240.00. 2 A Devitt-Spooner, 221.00. 3 R Chrimes. C1: 1 J Burbeck, 159.25. 2 S Morris, GB, 88.00. 3 O Castle.
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David Leathborough

adjusted specially for national and international events. The
Eurocup is a series of three freestyle kayaking contests that
take place at some of Europe’s premier white water
destinations. Competitors follow the circuit around Europe,
amassing points at each event. Fresh from Bremgarten,
athletes arrive for the second round here in Nottingham
before the final in Prague. Entry is open to anyone and is
set to attract 300 of Europe’s best white water paddlers from
20 countries so come along and join in the fun competition
and take on some of Europe’s top paddlers including the
members of the GB team following on from their recent
success at the world championships in Australia. A series of
events are scheduled to take place adjacent to the
competition.

David Leathborough

Youth freestyle events

Car crash puts out British pair
Fulda Challenge
At the end of January Emmie Gribble from Hammersmith and
Richard Jackson from Newcastle travelled to Canada’s breathtaking
Yukon Territory for the tough, seven day, winter sports event. They
were teamed up following a tough selection event in Sulden, Italy,
in October last year.
The daring duo faced tough competition from nine
other teams representing Italy, the Netherlands,
Austria, USA, Canada, Poland and three teams from
Germany as they embarked on the adventure of a
lifetime.
After touching down in the Yukon’s capital city
of Whitehorse, the week’s exhausting schedule
saw the teams cover over 2,000km surrounded by
spectacular frozen scenery. Renowned for its top
quality winter sports facilities, the Yukon Territory
is Canada’s northern frontier and is currently
preparing to host the 2007 Canada Winter Games.
The teams, made up of one man and one woman,
drove in a convoy of Toyota Rav4s to each event. The
vehicles were fitted with Fulda’s dedicated Tramp 4x4 Yukon
tyres for enhanced grip and performance in winter conditions.
During the challenge they travelled north to Dawson City, the heart
of the Klondike gold rush, where they battled temperatures as low as
-50ºC. From there they continued up the famous Dempster Highway
to Eagle Plains and the Arctic Circle. For one of the races the teams also
moved south and crossed the Canadian border into Skagway, Alaska,
USA.
Along the way the athletes faced a number of endurance events.
These included skidoo racing, a mountain bike race, downhill
canoeing, biathlon event, husky dog sledding and a half marathon.
A strong performance in the mountain bike race by Emmie Gribble
got the UK 2005 Fulda Challenge team off to a good start on the
second day of the extreme arctic adventure.
The ten teams travelled 2.5 hours south from Whitehorse to Skagway
to reach the location of the first event. With a population of 862,
Skagway is located at the most northern point on the Inside Passage of
southeast Alaska. The teams and support vehicles drove for 110 miles
(in convoy) from their base in Canada’s icy Yukon Territory along the
deserted Alaska Highway. After clearing customs at the Canadian
border the competitors entered British Columbia and drove into the
town to commence the 35km race.
The event took place in temperatures of below minus 20ºC and
involved an altitude change of 185 metres. Each competitor had to
complete the course in 2.5 hours (or less) in order to collect points.
Emmie crossed the finish line in under two hours and picked up a

Hurley off
The Hurley freestyle event has been cancelled because of low water.
Since then it has rained significantly.
much needed eight points. In the men’s race Richard Jackson finished
sixth and collected four points.
After the exhausting mountain bike event the day’s activities
culminated with the nerve wrecking kanu downhill in the Carcross
Desert.
After dragging a full sized canoe up snow swept hills, each
competitor had to negotiate a specially designed slalom course. The
athletes with the fastest times scored the most points. Judged
on overall time, minus penalty points, Emmie collected
five points and Richard six.
Emmie was delighted with her progress during day
two. ‘I am really pleased with third place in the
mountain bike event. I cycle to work everyday but
not in conditions like this! The road was really icy
and I nearly came off the bike in places. I was in
third position most of the way and I just kept
pushing so that I didn’t lose any valuable points.
The kanu downhill was a different matter entirely,’
she said. ‘I thought I would be able to run up the
slope quite quickly but it was really tough. At the top
it was basically jump in the canoe and see what happens!
Luckily I stayed on course.’
Team mate Richard was glad to see the finish line at the end
of the mountain bike event. ‘I knew it wouldn’t be my strongest event.
The conditions were better than expected but the course was very steep
in places. When you mix that with ice and snow it becomes a battle to
get anywhere. However, I enjoyed the second event thoroughly,
completely different to the canoeing that I am used to.’
Unfortunately, on day two of the competition the UK team was
forced to withdraw from the challenge after being involved in a car
accident. Despite the setback, Richard decided to compete in a few
events and won maximum points in the technical sports of hovercraft
navigation and 4x4 driving.
As a result of the car crash Emmie had to remain in hospital with a
broken arm, broken rib and lacerated lung. She is in a comfortable
condition and has now returned to the UK to complete her
rehabilitation programme.
After all ten events the Italian team were top of the leader board and
walked away with the first prize of two Klondike gold nuggets. They
were closely followed by the Canadians.
Reflecting on his experience in the 2005 Fulda Challenge Richard
said ‘To be a part of the challenge was a privilege. I have met some
great people, all of whom enjoy similar sports. Despite the accident the
time I spent in the Yukon was fantastic.
‘It is unfortunate that Emmie and myself had to withdraw. These
things happen, though, and at least we are both OK. I am sure we
would be happy if we got the opportunity to compete again next year.
We will have to wait and see what happens.’
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Multisport

Eurocup in Nottingham
The Freestyle Eurocup over 30th Jun - 3rd Jul is an open event
taking place on the new wave at Nottingham. Over the past 18
months work has been done on developing the course features. Final
adjustments have recently been completed and the end result is a
fantastic wave where both the kicker boards and the water level can be

The first of a series of youth freestyle events will take
place at Llangollen on Apr 3rd as the culmination of a
weekend of freestyle coaching. The Mile End Mill site will
be used. Other events will follow at Nottingham on May
2nd, Maidenhead on Aug 6/7th, the Nene on Aug 20th/21st, Teesside
on Sep 11th and Dartmoor on Oct 22nd/23rd. [01248 602205]

Udo Bernhart photographs

Big air in the Fulda Challenge.
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Event manager Holger Bergold commented ‘It has been another
successful Fulda Challenge event. Each year the standard set by the
competitors reaches new heights and 2005 was no exception. Now we
look forward to 2006, needless to say that the planning has already
begun.’
Applications are now being accepted for the 2006 event. Please visit
www.fulda-tyres.co.uk for more information or to apply online.
Alternatively, email fulda-challenge@rbplimited.co.uk.

Anita Patchett

Indoor championships out
The Indoor Adventure Racing Championships should have taken
place at the OS Outdoor Show in Birmingham. They were cancelled
because no potential sponsor was sufficiently adventurous.

1,000km Voyageur race
To celebrate the centenary of the province of Saskatchewan there is
to be a televised 1,000km race by Voyageur canoe over Jun 20th - Jul
4th along the Churchill and Sturgeon-Weir Rivers. Duncan and Abi
Thomson are seeking participants for a Scottish crew

Future world championships venues
The ICF have accepted the following venues for forthcoming world
championships. Freestyle will return to the Ottawa River in 2007.
Marathon will go to Porto in 2009 and Singapore in 2010. Wild water
racing will be in Sort in 2010 and the French will host the junior
slalom event at Foix.

And I quote...
... Anne Hounslow at the slalom ACM to someone who had only
missed one annual meeting since 1973, ‘Who are you?’ Following the
resignation of Ian Campbell she is now chairing the Slalom
Committee.

will be on the rather tougher Noce course in Mezzana, used for the
senior event in 1993 and causing quite a bit of boat damage.

Olympic regatta
The BCU were the only sport governing body to run an
international event to coincide with the London visit of the IOC
choosing a venue for 2012. A race was run on the Thames at
Westminster, finishing just as the IOC party crossed Westminster
Bridge. The 11 nations present excluded the French, who were not
permitted to take part. The PLA and County Hall also tried to stop the
race, presumably for less patriotic reasons.
Not everyone supports the bid and there was canoeing participation
in an east London flotilla demonstrating against it.

Sprint finals revamped for TV
The ICF have decided that A finals in major events will now be run
separately from B finals, at 5 minute intervals for 500m and 7 minutes
for 1km. It will make life harder for organizers because of the logistics
of swapping between distances but is intended to be more attractive for
television.

Berlin blowout
World Dragon, the 6th world championships, European club
championships, 1st world corporate and community championships
and international for just about anyone else, is due to be held in Berlin
over the period of Jul 29th - Aug 7th. The number of crews entered
has already reached the 100 mark from 23 countries with a further 9
countries expressing interest and many more yet to send in their
entries.

Marathon
Royal Marathon
K1WJ: 1 L Sawers, Elmbridge. 2 L Brown, Barking & Dagenham. 3 K Hall, Richmond. K1W: 1 J Bates, Elmbridge. 2 C Hynds,
Elmbridge. 3 H Farrish, Nottingham. K1MJ: 1 A Daniels, Wokingham. 2 B Watkins, Eire. 3 A Spencer, Hereford.
K1M: 1 P Wycherley, Wey. 2 B Farrell, Elmbridge. 3 B Brown, Elmbridge.

Judging and team issues
The Slalom Committee report that the section judge situation is
getting desperate and more exams may be held to boost their numbers.
For those judging abroad, the ICF require national governing body
membership but this must be paid by the judges themselves as there is
no funding for this charge.
A coach claims the World Class Start programme started well but
now suffers from widespread disillusionment with resources restricted
to a minority, coaches uncertain of where they stand and little
attention paid to longterm development. On top of this there is
widespread dissatisfaction over the junior selection policy.

K1W: 1 A Bardet, France, 203.8. 2 P Dickens, France, 204.17. 3 I Sarai, España, 206.3. 6 L Donington, GB, 212.53.
8 L Neave, GB, 214.48. K1M: 1 J Billaut, France, 176.57. 2 F Le Fevre, France, 178.88. 3 B Neveu, France, 182.44.
C1: 1 T Estanguet, France, 185.01. 2 O Lalliet, France, 185.12. 3 H Chevrier, France, 187.59.

Holme Pierrepont Slalom
K1WP: 1 M Patrick, Warrington/RasDex, 240.68. 2 L Donnington, 241.68. 3 H Barnes, Co-op Motor Group, 248.52.
K1MP: 1 N Caffery, Eire, 198.96. 2 N Buckley, Quickflow, 201.37. 3 A Hadfield, Matlock, 203.97. C1P: 1 R Turner, 217.5.
2 C Radmore, 234.12. 3 M Proctor, Stafford & Stone, 241.34.

Wild water racing

Fix flits
GB slalom performance coach Oliver Fix has stepped down after
nearly 4 years in the job. He has nothing else lined up but is heading
for the surf in Hawaii, which must come a bit hard after the delights of
the Trent at Holme Pierrepont.

Both British Olympic slalom medallists have arms
in slings
Helen Reeves, walking around with her arm in a sling, has now
been joined by Campbell Walsh who was in collision at the Penrith
site with a sculler who was in an area reserved for canoeists. Campbell
sustained a deep flesh wound requiring surgery and is expected to be
out of his boat for 5 weeks.

Langham is not Emmerdale
ITV1 series Celebrities Under Pressure will include Andy from
Emmerdale tackling a Langham Farm slalom course. The actor had
never been in a canoe before filming although he had Helen Reeves as
a coach. He took seven swims during filming in January.

Olympic potential
SportsAid and Accenture are using a picture of Jessica Oughton as
one of 16 young sports stars who might make the 2012 Olympic
Games for the High Performance Olympic Dreams exhibition, touring
Britain. As far as wild water racing and Olympics are concerned,
dreams seems to be about as far as it gets but well done, Jessica.

Junior worlds venue switch
The Italians have changed the venue for this year’s junior world
wild water racing championships. Instead of being at Vipiteno they
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Slalom
Lannion Eurolympics Slalom

Goyt WWR
O: 1 B Lawrenson, Burton, 10:08. B: 1 D Radmore, 8:55. 2 M Walters, Burton, 9:43. 3 A Baker, Bath, 10:52.

Irwell 1 WWR
O: 1 J Hyslop, Hexham, 5:26. 2 S Hyslop, Hexham, 5:42. 3 P Allinson, Nottingham, 5:44. B: 1 J Harrison, Shropshire, 5:52.
2 D Holden-White, Burton, 5:53. 3 M Walters, Burton, 5:54.

Dart WWR
Sp: K1WA: 1 O Churchill, Royal, 3:01. K1MA: 1 B Oakley, Bath, 2:29. 2 I Embrey, Burton, 2:45. 3 J Embrey, Burton, 2:50.
B: 1 W Hadley, Bath, 2:40. 2 C Embrey, Burton, 2:57. Cl: K1WA: 1 T Parsons, Nottingham, 21:43. 2 O Churchill, Royal,
24:58. K1MA: 1 D Belbin, Nottingham, 21:15. 2 B Oakley, Bath, 22:09. 3 J Embrey, Burton, 24:18. B: 1 C Embrey, Burton,
25:05. 2 R Davis, Itchen Valley, 25:53. 3 D Dalrymple, Itchen Valley, 27:03.

Derwent WWR
O: 1 J Oughton, Soar Valley, 26:52.00. 2 J Folland, Soar Valley, 27:10.00. 3 M Steele, Northampton, 27:36.00. B: 1 R
Vincent, Leicester Outdoor Pursuits, 29:19.00. 2 S Templeton, Itchen Valley, 30:44.50. 3 Hanna/Fitzpatrick, Chester, 31:13.11.

Thistlebrig 2 WWR
Cl: K1WA: 1 T Parsons, Nottingham, 13:45. 2 J Oughton, Soar Valley, 14:15. 3 D Paterson, Shropshire, 14:18. K1MA: 1 J
Schofield, Soar Valley, 12:16. 2 I Tordoff, Chester, 12:31. 3 A Tordoff, Stirling, 12:34. B: 1 K Fraser, 13:57. 2 C Embrey, Burton,
15:16. 3 D Cuthill, Forth, 16:30. C1A: 1 D Bradburn, Chester, 15:07. 2 K McGuirk, UUJCC, 15:16. 3 A Hamilton, Stafford &
Stone, 15:20. C2A: 1 Wright/Christie, Lincoln/Soar Valley, 14:21. 2 Clough/Clough, Tees, 14:37 3 Owen/Barber, Wales, 15:03.

Grandtully WWR
Sp: K1WA: 1 J Oughton, Soar Valley, 3:29. 2 S Hyslop, Hexham, 3:39. 3 D Paterson, Shropshire, 3:40. K1MA: 1 J Schofield,
Soar Valley, 2:54. 2 P Keron, Kidderminster, 3:03. 3 M Steele, Northampton, 3:05. B: 1 A Beverly, RAF, 3:39. 2 C Embrey,
Burton, 3:44. 3 C Foster, RAF, 3:51. C1A: 1 A Hamilton, Stafford & Stone, 3:36. 2 K McGuirk, UUJCC, 3:48. C2A: 1
Clough/Clough, Tees, 3:28. 2 Wright/Christie, Lincoln/Soar Valley, 3:29. 3 Owen/Barber, Wales, 3:41. Cl: K1WA: 1 T Parsons,
Nottingham, 16:48. 2 J Oughton, Soar Valley, 17:33. 3 D Paterson, Shropshire, 17:57. K1MA: 1 J Schofield, Soar Valley,
14:57. 2 I Tordoff, Chester, 15:10. 3 P Keron, Kidderminster, 15:16. B: 1 A Beverly, RAF, 19:17. 2 C Foster, RAF, 19:55. 3 B
Percival, Army, 20:29. C1A: 1 D Bradburn, Chester, 18:56. 2 A Hamilton, Stafford & Stone, 19:23. 3 K McGuirk, UUJCC, 19:24.
C2A: 1 Wright/Christie, Lincoln/Soar Valley, 17:54. 2 Clough/Clough, Tees, 18:09. 3 Warne/Peart, Bradford & Bingley, 19:06.

Dove WWR
O: 1 H Blackman, Burton, 11:18. 2 I Embrey, Burton, 12:37. 3 J Embrey, Burton, 12:39. B: 1 R Vincent, Leicester Outdoor
Pursuits, 11:44. 2 C Embrey, Burton, 12:58. 3 R Lees, Matlock, 13:07. Ranking list leaders: K1GU10: 1 S Walters,
Burton, 25. K1GU12: 1 C Parker, Bath, 50. K1GU14: 1 R Parker, Wilts, 75. K1GU16: 1 H Brown, Bath, 50.
K1BU10: 1 M Jeffries, Pennine Syngenta, 50. 2 B Brown, Melbourne Cubs, 25. K1BU12: 1 A Baker, Bath, 124. 2 M Bowley,
Burton, 50. 3 R Jeffries, Pennine Syngenta, 47. K1BU14: 1 J Harrison, Shropshire, 25. D Palmer, Wilts, 25. R Bentley, Burton,
25. K1BU16: 1 M Walters, Burton, 72. 2 I Baker, Bath, 48. 3 C Embrey, Burton, 25. D Holden-White, Burton, 25.
C1U16: 1 I Baker, Bath, 30. 2 J Hiam, Shropshire, 9. C2U16: 1 Baker/Hiam, Bath/Shropshire, 20.
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C l a s s i f i e d
Private advertisements are
placed free of charge.
Commercial Classified
Advertisements £3.07 per line
(3.5mm). Box £3.07 extra. Add
VAT at 17.5%. Please indicate
single or repeated insertions.
Write to Canoeist Classifieds,
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-onThames, Oxon OX14 4PE, fax
01235 847520 or email
mail@canoeist.co.uk.

Equipment and services

SOLWAY DORY
Sailing Canoes:
complete boats, rigs, kits and plans.

For inflatable canoes,
kayaks and rafts please visit
the new Eurocraft website,

Associations
Association of Canoe Trades, 85
Edgedale Rd, Shefﬁeld, S Yorks S7 2BR.
British Canoe Union, John
Dudderidge House, Adbolton Lane, W
Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5AS.
British Dragon Boat Racing
Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend,
Leamington Spa, Warks.
British Quadrathlon Association, 2
Highview Gardens, Jersey Farm, St
Albans, Herts AL4 9JX.
British Wave Ski Association, 5
Cudmore Park, Tiverton, Devon EX16
4QJ.
Canoe Association of Northern
Ireland, House of Sport, 2A Upper
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5LA.
Canoe-Camping Club, 25 Waverley
Rd, S Norwood SE25 4HT.
Historic Canoe & Kayak Association,
48 Russell Way, Higham Ferrers NN10
8EJ.
International Sea Kayak Association,
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames,
Oxon OX14 4PE.
Open Canoe Association, 1st Floor
Flat, 12 Orwell Rd, Dovercourt CO12
3LD.
Open Canoe Sailing Group, Cobwebs,
Woodhouse Lane, Heversham, Cumbria
LA7 7EW.
Paddlers International, 4 Sinodun
Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14
4PE.
Scottish Canoe Association, Caledonia
House, S Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ.
Welsh Canoeing Association,
Frongoch, Bala, Gwynedd LL23 7NU.
Young Explorers’ Trust, Royal
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington
Gore, London SW7 2AR.

SOUTH WEST MAJOR KAYAK & CANOE SHOP.
PLAYBOATING FUN SURF TOURING RACING
Supplier to Schools, Groups & Government.
A/S WATERSPORTS HAVEN RD EXETER.
01392 219600. www.aswatersports.co.uk.

eurocraft.com
Send for a brochure or look at our website:
www.solwaydory.co.uk
2, The Avenue, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria. LA11 6AP
Tel: 015395 33878 Mobile: 0797 7895759

Tel 01772 622856

http://www.joelwatersports.co.uk

Sea Kayaks, Play Kayaks and Paddles
Office: +44(0)1803 843700 Mobile:
+44(0)7977 127157
www.bladesgb.com
<http://www.bladesgb.com>

KLEPPER FOLDING KAYAKS
CROSSED THE ATLANTIC IN 1928 & 1956
DEVELOPED FOR TODAY’S CANOEISTS
SHARE THE KLEPPER EXPERIENCE
IT’S THE ONE YOU CAN TRUST
Tel: 01363 773295
e mail: sales@kirtonkayaks.co.uk

Books and plans

Hand built GRP canoes from 11’ to 26’.
Plus the famous Malamut plywood self build canoe.
Telephone Alan Bridges on 01239 612978
www.birchcreekcanoes.co.uk
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FIBREGLASS
Resin
Gelcoat
Mats, Fabrics
Fillers

Sikaflex
Releasers
Epoxies
Foams

Private sales

Pigments
Acetone
Books, Tools
Free Advice

LOWEST UK PRICES NATIONWIDE

CFS

Tel 01209 822200

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Order from our on line catalogue

www.cfsnet.co.uk
Holidays and courses

Atlantic Sea Kayaking.
West Cork, Ireland.
Ireland's premier sea kayaking
destination.
Caters for all ages and abilities.
Courses - Expeditions - Half day trips Short breaks - Nature watch trips.
Moonlight/starlight trips - Student
breaks. Groups welcome.
Winter sea kayaking & whale watching
breaks in Baja, Mexico and Spain.
Run by Jim Kennedy ICU and BCU
Level 5 Sea Coach.
Ph: 00-353-28-21058
Mob: 00-353-86-6065973
www.atlanticseakayaking.com
e-mail: info@atlanticseakayaking.com

BCU COURSES
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
BUNKHOUSE
RECRUITING INSTRUCTORS
TEL/FAX: 01668 213289
www.outdoor.demon.co.uk
BCU, RYA & AALA approved
Registered Charity No: 1052677

Shetland Islands, Scotland. Stacks,
cliffs, caves, arches, wildlife, all at 60
degrees north. Day trips, expeditions,
self-catering packages.
www.seakayaksshetland.co.uk.

Insurance
Insurance available for:

The Wild West vessel supported sea kayak expedition.
The Hebrides and St. Kilda. May 28th - June 3rd.

The Tiree Surf Kayak Gathering. No 9.
September 24 - 27th.

Surf safety weekend for sea kayakers.
October 1st - 2nd.

4 Star surf kayak training & assessment weekend.
November 12 - 13th.
Andy Spink. 01631 710317.
www.hebrideanpursuits.com

Canoes and Equipment
Activity Travel
Personal Accident
For full details please contact Katie Woodcock at:
Richmond House, 16 - 20 Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1DB.
Tel: 01223 720246
Fax: 01223 353705
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk
Web: www.nwbrown.co.uk/insurance/canoe.asp
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Lost and found
Anyone found a drybag of kit left at
the shinty pitch in Invergarry on Sat 2nd
Apr please contact Lynn Aitchison on
either 01463 224944 or
lynnaitch@aol.com.

Vacancies

Can’t find the item
you want?
Can find it but
someone beat you
to it?
Try a free wants
advertisement and
let the sellers come
to you.

Dagger Legend 15, the best all round
canoe for ﬂat water, sea and white water,
both solo and tandem, webbing seats and
solo kneeling thwart ﬁtted and bang
plates, need a larger tripping canoe
hence sale, £625. Dagger Ocoee, fully
ﬁtted bulkhead, saddle, thigh straps,
adjustable toe blocks and full airbags,
has had a repair, no hull breach, which is
now under a bang plate, £235. Can be
viewed. Poole (01202) 678530.
Island Kayaks Expedition (18’ x 22”
sea kayak). Bought at ICE Birmingham in
2001. Dark Blue deck, white hull.
Knoydart spraydeck, compass, moulded
seat, Valley hand operated skeg. Little
used, good condition. Bargain price for
quick sale, £495. Contact Simon Horner,
Reading (0118) 987 6179,
simon_horneruk@yahoo.co.uk.
Mad River Freedom 16 tandem canoe,
heavy duty Royalex, ash gunwales, cane
seats, central kneeling thwart, airbags
end and centre, kneeling pads
throughout, Northwater canoe
spraycover great in rainy/cold weather
or big volume, a must see, kept indoors,
excellent condition, total value £1,850,
looking for £900. Wenonah Prism 16 solo
canoe, Kevlar and foam core
construction, aluminium gunwales,
central sliding seat, burgundy, very fast
solo cruiser, excellent condition, stored
indoos, looking for £900. Wenonah
Jensen 17 tandem canoe, Kevlar and
foam core construction, aluminium
gunwales, cane seats, very fast rec
racer/tourer, stored indoors, excellent
condition, looking for £900. Call William,
07967 728453, Walsall.
Box of assorted canoeing related
material, books, sea charts etc. Would
you be inetrested or know anyone who
would be interested? Free. Recipient to
collect, carolinew20@hotmail.com.
Kajak Sport Viking, a fast, light,
reasonably stable design for the small to
medium paddler, red deck, white hull,
retract skeg and underdeck box, 5 yrs old
but very light use and in excellent condn,
£695. Nigel Dennis Romany, light blue
deck, white hull, its reputation as a good
seaworthy boat is legendary, only 2 years
old and seldom used, therefore mint
condn, £975. I am including an unused
medium Reed Chillcheater touring cag
worth £110 with ﬁrst boat sold. Owner
retiring to golf course. Tel Bill on 01355
224412 or e-mail w.douglas@tesco.net.
Nordkapp HM, the classic expedition
sea kayak. Good condition, white GRP,
three bulkheads, three hatches, foot
pump, expedition decklines, spraydeck.
£625. Folkestone (01303) 862189 or
nicholasfromdevon@yahoo.co.uk.
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CAPTION
COMPETITION
221

Sponsored by

Prizes on offer include the new
Genes advanced white water
technique DVD, filmed in
Corsica, Italy and Norway and
featuring drops, slides, big falls
and boofing. Clips are available
at www.westgarth.tv.

Well, they have ball boys
and fans at Wimbledon.

The most humorous caption to this photograph received in writing before April
30th will win its sender a Gene 17 video or DVD of choice. Please write your
caption or captions and send to Canoeist Caption Competition 221, 4
Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 4PE or email
cc221@canoeist.co.uk, including your own name and address. The winning
entry will be published in the June issue.

Caption Competition 219 winner: P Roller, London.
The picture shows Curly Barker leaving the pitch after a Meridian game in the
national polo championships during the Schroders London Boat Show at
ExCeL.
We are advised that last month’s winner, Darren Kerrins, is the boss
of the front paddler in the canoe, who is involved in the theatre so that
the ‘He’s behind you’ caption was also apt. Finally, this year is
Streatley’s centenary.

Back then
20 years ago

* Ed Gillett gave up paddling the west coast of South America after 720km when his equipment was stolen at
gunpoint by canoeists.
* Clive Waghorn fell down a crevasse on Brabant Island, broke his leg and waited 5 days for rescue. Tony
Benn and others on Radio 4’s Any Questions? discussed what they would have done in his position.
* The BCU agreed to operate restrictive access on the Wye during the salmon angling season despite the right
of public navigation.
* Strand Glass sponsored the BCU touring award scheme.
* The Government decided to bid for the 1992 Olympic Games.
* The inaugural event at America’s South Bend slalom course drew 10,000 spectators but only 25 competitors,
mostly in playboats.
* An angler free zone on the Thames was abandoned by Reading Borough Council after 5 months because
the anglers ignored it.
* Pyranha showed the mock up of the Rob Roy with clip on deck.
* Chris Hare left McNulty to set up Chris Hare Marine. Geoff M’Gladdery launched the Islander Owners’
Newsletter.
* Nigel Dennis and friends ended up in a Moroccan jail after crossing from Spain.

10 years ago

* 74 year old Donald Bean won the Strand Touring Award. BW were considering a universal licence to cover
all waterways, theirs and those run by others.
* Frimley Lodge Park on the Basingstoke Canal was being fitted with a hoist to lift wheelchair users into
canoes.
* Diesel Dave Coles was drowned on a weir, Pete Andrews died in an avalanche and Russ Smith was badly
injured falling out of a tree. Two paddlers in a youth group died in bad weather off the Waterford coast.
* Teacher Alex Redhead was trying to have the Holme Pierrepont slalom course closed because of sickness
levels amongst users. The Tees Barrage was to have its first freestyle event.
* John Cockram opened Performance Kayaks in Weston-super-Mare.
* Rough Stuff sold many paddles in Guinness colours at the International Canoe Exhibition. Lendal launched
the Kinetik and the ASSC had a map holder to fit over the spraydeck.
* The German Kanulife became Kanu & Kajaklife and we threatened to include all our activities in our title.
Australian Playboy covered the Caltex Avon Descent.
* Salisbury Canoe Club were British Sports Club of the Year.
* Slalom was reported to be the 7th most popular Olympic sport. Thierry Humeau joined the 1996 organizing
committee, promising good TV coverage.
* An additional 2 day race was to cover 97km of the Liffey. The Princess Royal agreed to be patron of the
1997 50th anniversary Devizes - Westminster Race.
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CD wallet

Now exclusively
in digital format
Largest size
The largest canoeing magazine in the world to be published every month.

when you subscribe or renew. Holds 12
CDs. Keep your issues together if you
choose to write them to CD for reference.
Or use it for your music.

Faster service
News stories and classified sales advertisements a fortnight quicker than before.

Correct dates
Published at the beginning of the month stated on the cover.

Sent directly to where you are
Instant service from anywhere in the world with web access.

No overseas extras
Cost savings up to 46%.

Environmentally friendly
Leaving a lot of forest standing and not using a fleet of transport vehicles.

New technology
Doing things we could not do with mere paper.
Now incorporating

Ocean Kayaker
Paddlers World
of the International Sea Kayak Association and

of Paddlers International

Subscription form

Please tick if you have ever subscribed directly to Canoeist before 

Annual subscription for 12 issues of Canoeist
beginning with the ...................................................... issue @ £35.40

£

Annual subscription to the International Sea Kayak Association @ £3.00

£

Total

£

Make payable to Canoeist. Send to Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 4PE.

Please tick your particular interests
A
B
C
D
F

 Sea Touring
 Inland Touring
 Open Canoeing
 Dragon Boat Racing
 Surfing

H
I
L
M
O

 Freestyle
 Sailing
 Lifeguarding
 Marathon
 Outrigger

P  Polo
Q  Multisport
R  Sprint Racing
S  Slalom
W  Wild Water Racing

Name...................................................................................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
Tel........................................................................Email.......................................................................

