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23/24
23/24
23/24
23/24
30/1
30/1
TOURING
March
4 - 6 R Warfe, 2/3 [0114 287 4705]
5
St Abbs/S Return, K, A/B [0131
667 6872]
5/6
R Barle, OC [07818 091152]
6
Tarbert & Northern Reaches of L
Lomond, K, A [0131 667 6872]
6
Leven access
6
Grand Union & R Gade [01403
267244]
7
Gt Ouse, 0 [020 8983 0960]
11 - 13NW Adventure Paddlers
Weekend, Lakeside [0161 474
1499]
12/13 Descent of Tay, C, A/B
12/13 Brecon & Abergavenny Canal
[01235 522489]
12/13 R Trent/Trent & Mersey Canal
[01773 712154]
18 - 20R Ure, 2 [0114 287 4705]
19/20 R Barle, OC [07818 091152]
19/20 R Dove, 1/2 [01889 570258]
19 - 271st Pagaia Sea Symposium,
Llançà
20
Leven access
25 - 28Easter on R Avon [01235 522489]
27
Clyde/L Lomond, K, A [0131 667
6872]
27
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
April
1 - 3 Andy Jackson Weekend, Fort
William
2
Chippy, Dee & NW [0151 652
4377]
2/3
L Lomond, K, A [0131 667 6872]
2/3
Cwm Pennant [01766 530682]
3
Essex Blackwater [01621 817062]
3
R Trent & Canal, 1 [0114 287
4705]
3
Surrey Stream [01403 267244]
6
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
9/10 Ayrshire Coast, K, A [0131 667
6872]
9/10 R Tweed, C, B [0131 667 6872]
10
Little Ouse, 0 [020 8983 0960]
10
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
16/17 Isle of Bute, K [0131 667 6872]
17
Perth - Newburgh, K, A [0131 667
6872]
23/24 Wye [01392 433811]
23/24 Northumberland & Scottish
Borders Sea Symposium, K [0131
667 6872]
27
Washburn [0113 273 7393]
28 - 5 National Family Holiday [01302
851316]
29 - 2 Lechlade Family Holiday [020
8983 0960]
29 - 5 Anglesey Sea Symposium
30/1 Mull of Galloway, K, C [0131 667
6872]
30 - 2 Ardnamurchan, K, B [0131 667
6872]
30 - 2 Through Gt Glen (with Folk
Music), C, B [0131 667 6872]
A/B/C - Proficiency/Proficiency +/Advanced. K/C - kayak/canoe. 1 - 6 grade.
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SURFING
March
12/13 Classic, K, Kimmeridge or
Constantine Bay
27/28 NE, K, Sandend
April
2/3
English Open, W, Woolacombe
16
Shoreline Handicapped Classic,
HP, K, Widemouth Bay
16/17 Thurso Classic, K
23/24 Godrevy, K
W - wave skis (British Wave Ski Association. K - kayak (BCU). I international. HP - high performance. O - open. BCU Yearbook £2.00 + A5
SAE from 19 Widworthy Drive, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 9BD.

MARATHON
March
6
Royal, K1/K2, Assessment,
London & SE
13
Huntingdon, K1H
13
Mid Weaver
13
Waterside D, Southern
20
Gailey
20
Linlithgow Winter Time Trial
20
Macclesfield 1
20
European 10km, Milano
20
R Axe
25 - 28Devizes - Westminster, I
April
3
Lincoln, K1H
3
Brigg
3
Forth & Clyde Canal
3
Tonbridge
9/10 National New Zealand
Championships, Tauranga
16
Waterland K1, Amsterdam
17
Cam
17
Fal
17
Ratho
17
Weaver Descent
17
Elmbridge, K1, Assessment
23
Donau, Bratislava
23/24 Glasgow - Edinburgh Challenge
24
Anker Valley
24
Calder 1
24
Maidstone
27/28 Open Australian Championship
H - Hasler final qualifier. K2 - no Div 1 K1. K1 - no Div 1/2 K2. L - long
course. S - short course. Yearbook £4.50 from Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd,
Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 5BX.

SLALOM
March
5/6
Shepperton, 1/2
13
Stone, 3/4
19/20 Energy Australia, C, Penrith
19/20 Holme Pierrepont, P/1/Selection
25/26 Energy Australia, C, Penrith
26/27 Grandtully, I/PC/1/2/Selection
April
2/3
Grandtully, P/Selection
2/3
Marple, 3/4
2/3
Yalding, 3/4
9/10 Tryweryn, P/1/Selection
9/10 Sowerby Bridge, 2/3
16
Solkan, S/J
16/17 Oughtibridge, 3/4
17
Monschau
23
Scottish Championships,
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Grandtully
21st Liptovsky Mikulas
Erlauf
Matlock, 2/3/O
RAF Championships, O,
Llandysul
Fairnilee, 2 - 4/O
Bala, 2 - 4

A - restricted entry international. B - invitation international. C - unrestricted
entry international. P - Premier division. 1 - 4 divisions. Cl - club event.
Yearbook £4.00.

WILD WATER RACING
March
5
Thistlebrig 2, Cl, A/B/Scottish
Championships
5/6
Team Trials, Cl/Sp, R Nantahala
5/6
Grandtully & National
Prizegiving, Cl/SP, HI/A/B
12/13 Obere Fulda, Cl, C
19
Dove, Cl, B/O/U
April
2/3
Enza R, Cl/Sp
2/3
Monschau, Cl, S/J
9/10 40th Bayerwald Regatta, Cl
9/10 British Open, Cl/Sp
HI/A/B/O/Selection, Tryweryn
16
Nene 1, B/O/Wh/U
23
English Open, Cl/Sp,
HI/A/B/O/Selection, Washburn
23
Prudhoe, Sp, Wh
24
Carlisle, Sp, Wh
30
Tay Mass-Start
W - world ranking. A - restricted entry international. B - invitation
international. C - unrestricted entry international. Cl - classic. Sp - sprint.
A/B/C - Divisions. OC - open canoes. U - under 14 and under 16. Yearbook
£3.50 + 57p A5 SAE from Sarah Wright, Church Lea, 26 Church St,
Hemswell, Lincs DN21 5UQ.

FREESTYLE
March
11 - 13National Student, Holme
Pierrepont
18 - 20Wavebox, Birmingham
April
9/10 SAS Hurley Classic
R - ranking. Yearbook from Bev Chrimes, 14 Kingswood Rd, W Bridgford,
Nottingham NG2 7HS.

MULTISPORT
March
18 - 20Indoor Adventure Racing
Championships, Birmingham
19
Wimbleball Triathlon
April
16/17 Wales Ace
23
Brecon Beacons Quest
SPRINT
March
19
Rovigo
20
European Cup, Milano
22 - 26Open Australian Championships,
Penrith
26
Rovigo
April
9/10 National, Holme Pierrepont
23/24 Boulogne, J
30/1 25th Olympic, S, Hazewinkel
30/1 Mantova
Yearbook £4.50 from Diane Bates, 11 Cranley Rd, Burwood Park, Waltonon-Thames, Surrey KT12 5BX.

SAILING
April
2/3
Bala, OC
16/17 Roadford, OC
P - Premier. 2 - Secondary. IC - International Canoe. OC - open canoe.

POLO
March
5
Derby, 4C
5
Irlam, 4N
5
Luton, 4SE
5
Bristol, 4SW
5
Coventry, L1
12
Leeds, M1
12
Derby, Y1
19
Coventry, M2S
19
Stratford upon Avon, 3C
19
Irlam, 3N
19
Erith, 3S
25 - 28Sydney
26/27 Pas de Calais
April
2
Leeds, M2N
2
Coventry, L1
2
York, L2N
2
Luton, L2S
16
Coventry, M2S
16
Luton, Y2
23
Leeds, M2N
30
Charleroi
30/1 Seneffe
N - national teams. C - club teams. 1 - 5 - divisions. ID - indoors. OD outdoors. Yearbook £3.00 + 50p P&P from Beverley Dancer.

LIFEGUARDING
April
9/10 National Convention, Merthyr
Tydfil
DRAGON BOAT RACING
March
19
5th Indoor, New York
27
Henley Winter Series
April
9/10 National Convention, Merthyr
Tydfil
C - Charity Challenge. N - national league. O - Open. S - Standard.
Handbook from British Dragon Boat Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend,
Leamington Spa, Warwicks CV47 2TR.

MISCELLANEOUS
March
4 - 6 Destinations exhibition,
Birmingham
5
National Access Forum, London
6
8th European Kayak Film
Festival, Herne
10
Go Outdoors Conference, Lake
Windermere
12
BCU AGM, Edinburgh
12 - 20National Outdoor Week
18 - 20OS Outdoor Show, Birmingham
19
Epoxy course, Romsey [01794
521111]
19 - 271st Sea Symposium, Llançà
[www.pagaia.com]
20
R Lune clean up, Rigmaden
[www.riverlune@ignetics.co.uk]
April
2
8th European Kayak Film
Festival, Wien
9/10 Newark Canoe Club Open Day
[01636 707712]
15
Splash Camp on ITV
18 - 24Towpath Tidy
23/24 HCKA AGM, Oxford
30 - 2 Skipton Waterway Festival
Italics - change, late addition or late notification. I - international. O - open.
WC - world cup. GP - grand prix. EC - European championships or Europa
cup. M/L/W/B/G - men/ladies/women/boys/girls. S/J/Y/V senior/junior/youth/veteran. U18 - under 18.

Editorial
I tend to kick my brain into gear in the morning with Radio 4’s roundup of the
previous day’s atrocities and other happenings. Part of the package is a slot of several
minutes on sport, typically which football club manager has been ousted and which of our
former colonies has thrashed our cricket team again. Sometimes it gets as daring as tennis
and golf but never too far from tabloid ball sports.
Then, for two days in February, it was
different, sailing live from Falmouth as
Ellen MacArthur entered the final stages
of her round the world sailing record
bid. What a breath of fresh air! How
wonderful to get away from male
dominated ball sports. In the aftermath
of the 2004 Olympics, when watersports
accounted for half of the British medals won, the average member of the public can now
get beyond Nelson when asked to name British boaters.
Yet Ellen is not easy material for the sports media, most of whom haven’t a clue about
boats. It is not possible to analyse the equivalent of a single kick and she does not scatter
quotes to be picked up and dissected. She is far from being an outspoken party animal, so
important for any sporting star to appeal to the media. She has a singleminded interest and
gets on with it, quietly. A year ago she was the special guest at a BMF party, gave a
presentation on behalf of the Ellen MacArthur Trust and was then left as a bit of a
wallflower as the drinking and backslapping went on around her, staying only as long as
was decently required.
As the national heroine of the moment she could mix with the top names in society yet
she is having a house built by one of Skye’s remoter sea lochs, nearly as far away as
possible from those who would like to be seen mixing with her. Until it is built she stays
on the site in an old caravan. Not a luxury model, it reminds me very much of the 1952
model which was used by Vic Brown after she gained our best canoeing result in the 1972
Olympics.
Then again, Ellen’s homecoming to Falmouth was reminiscent of the return there of
Sean Morley after his solo circumnavigation of Great Britain and Ireland last year, a
triumph every bit as worthy. We have learned not to expect canoeing achievements to be
covered by most of the mass media but things are moving in the right direction. Serious
coverage of yachting to the general public is a timely reminder that watersports exist and
millions of us spend our time messing about in boats of all sorts, as a result of which we
get an occasional exceptional performance which stands above all the other notable things
done in boats every day of the year. As a seafaring nation we will be celebrating the
bicentenary of Nelson’s greatest achievement this year but most of us will find it easier to
empathise with Ellen’s journey. She has done us proud. Let us hope she has started a sea
change within the media relating to sport as a result.

Hoping for a
sea change

Stuart Fisher
Publishers
Canoeist is published every month by S T & R J
Fisher
4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon
OX14 4PE
Fax: 01235 847520
Email: mail@canoeist.co.uk (Beware; pictures
for printing need to be very much higher
resolution than for on screen display, ie about
20 times the file size, and so are better sent by
post.)
Web site: canoeist.co.uk
Copy date
Copy date for each issue is the first day of the
preceding month.
Subscription rates
£35.40 per year for 12 issues.
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the editor or publishers.
References to waters do not necessarily imply
that access or passage is legally permitted or
that they are safe in all conditions. The editor
and publishers can not be held responsible for
any omissions of references to hazards from
notes on these waters. They do not necessarily
support advertising claims nor do they hold
themselves responsible for inadequacies in
items of equipment reviewed here.
Governing body enquiries
Canoeist is an independent magazine.
Enquiries to governing bodies and associations
should be addressed to them, not to this
magazine. Addresses are to be found on the
Classified pages.
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Cover: Andy Liard, Roy Dahl,
Matt Simpson, Clive Williamson,
Dan Peel, Will Forester and Dan
Hughes share a wave on the Slave
River. Matt introduces the river,
beginning on page 12, showing why
it is referred to as Canada’s
Zambezi.
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Newark open day
Newark Canoe Club
are holding an open
day or two on Apr
9/10th. They will
introduce newcomers to
various aspects of the
sport and nine trade
members will have a
range of their latest
products on show.
[01636 707712]

BCU funding up
marginally
Sport England have
set BCU funding this
year at £2,150,555 or
£7,988,055 over 4
years. Their Whole
Sport Plan funding is up
by almost 1%.

Motionless AGM
The BCU’s 2005
AGM (the only one as
all BCU discipline ones
have been banned) is to
be held in Edinburgh on
Mar 12th. Once again
there are no motions on
the agenda... ‘What
constitutional change to
drop discipline AGMs?’

The things
of the Dove

Kanumesse
much bigger
The German
International Canoe
Exhibition is back for a
third year on Sep 15 17th, during which time
it has moved from a bar
to a sports centre to an
international exhibition
centre. This trade only
event features
exclusively canoeing
and has low stand
prices and free entry.
They must be doing
something right because
the floor area has
quadrupled from
1,200m2 to 5,000m2 in
a year.
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Thanks to Doug Cobbold, Ed Cole and Whit Deschner who all sent in a video clip of three sea paddlers, one
of whom is dropped in on by a killer whale, surfacing and rolling up a number of seconds later. Those who
know about these things say it is a mock up for a Powerade commercial for the Japanese market.

Stampede of tiny feet

Trips

Congratulations to Anna Murray and Tim Pickering
of Canoe Hebrides who have become parents about 8
weeks earlier than expected. They have become rather
well acquainted with the air ambulance between
Stornoway and Glasgow but now all is well.
* Andy and Debbie Squirrell have also become
parents, preferring to keep their incidents to the canoe
lifeguards.

The Sabaki River Expedition will make the first
descent at the end of June of this east African river
which runs through Kenya for 200km to the Indian
Ocean. On their way the small team, led by Edward
Bassett, expect to encounter crocodiles, hippos, snakes,
insects, scorpions and malarial mosquitoes. They will be
self supporting and hope to complete the journey in 5 6 days. Perception are providing the team with kayaks
and paddles for the trip. It will be a charity fundraising
expedition aimed at raising money for a hospice for
babies born with HIV/AIDS in Mombasa.
The Scientific Exploration Society are mounting an
expedition between October and December to navigate
the Beschillo and also the Blue Nile, to which it is a
tributary. The voyage will be completed in 4 inflatables.
The rivers cut through some of the most spectacular
gorges to be found anywhere. The black gorge and
western cataracts play host to several grade 4/5 sections
as well as hippos and crocodiles. During the voyage the
team will conduct biological inventory and survey
work. Geologists will compile data and cartographic
information on the area that will allow GIS
development. Kayak paddlers are sought as raft crew.
No expedition experience is necessary but a love of
water, physical fitness and compatibility with others
helps. Participants will need to be fit as this is a
physically strenuous expedition in a remote region. The
team will be sleeping under canvas and cooking for
themselves. Members have to pay a contribution

Dominic Gribbin

Burton Canoe Club
have announced the
details of their River
Dove Tour on Mar
19/20th. 18km long
from Sudbury to Burton
on Trent, it is up to
grade 2 with 3 weirs.
Guides will be available
for hire if groups require
this service. The cost is
£5.50 for non BCU
members for the tour,
which must be booked
in advance so that
parking and car ferry
can be arranged.
[01889 570258]

Dominic and Nicola Gribbin have been joined by
Thomas, who could well be the only person to have
circumnavigated Britain in a small boat before being
born. There is a word for people like Dom,
besotted.
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Folding boat centenary
It is now just a hundred years since the development of the folding kayak in Germany, an idea which opened up kayaks to
many people because of their relative ease of transport. Kleppers and other folding kayaks have been all over the globe, including
across the Atlantic. There remains a steady specialist market for them, now with high tech construction and assembly.
towards the cost. This varies from £2,600 to £3,000
depending on time involved and covers international
travel, transport, rations, the briefing weekend and
comprehensive insurance. [01747 854898]

Scottish exhibition
goes downhill again
The Scottish exhibition on Oct 29/30th is to return
to the former venue of the Bell’s Sports Centre down

near the river after several years at the Dewar’s Centre,
mostly on the ice rink. There will be a change of hall,
however, use being made of the large circular central
hall rather than the gymnasium of previous years.
There will be trade stands, information stands,
presentations and seminars, a film festival, a review of
the season, touring photo and paddling machine
competitions, part of the SeaBritain promotion and,
most importantly, the return of the ceilidh.

How to watch
marine wildlife

The Pagaia club are
to run Spain’s first sea
kayak symposium at
Llançà on the Costa
Brava, just over the
border from France.
Mar 19th - 21st will be
the symposium itself
with a paddling week
until 27th. Europeans
and Americans are
expected to discuss
safety, expeditions
and much more.
Those who wish will
be able to construct
their own wooden
Greenland sea kayaks.
There is also plenty in
the area for non
participating family
members on this
holiday coast with
Creus Cape, a national
park, historical ruins
and the legacy of
Salvador Dalí.
[www.pagaia.com]
British Waterways Photo Library

Scotland’s marine wildlife, including whales,
dolphins, porpoises and basking sharks, are set to
benefit from a Scottish marine wildlife watching code
which is being developed by SNH. The code will be
produced in association with a range of marine interest
groups and marine enthusiasts are encouraged to give
their views via their website. Wildlife watching is now
an increasingly significant aspect of tourism in
Scotland and it is important that people behave in a
manner which does not disturb or harass the species
on which this depends. As part of the new Nature
Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, which came into
force in October, it is now illegal to intentionally or
recklessly harass whales, dolphins, porpoises
(collectively known as cetaceans) and basking sharks.
Katie Gillham, marine advisory officer at SNH, said:
‘It is great that more people are getting out to see

First Spanish
sea symposium

The Outdoor Adventure Show had more than a
passing resemblance to an adult bouncy castle
theme park. Bushmasters, who run jungle trips in
Guyana, did well to resist temptation all weekend.
One of the show’s main sponsors was Ford Ranger,
showing a selection of vehicles, none with
dangerous brake lights. Cyclists and pedestrians
may yet stand a fighting chance on our roads.

19 young offenders have been painting a canal bridge at Rugby in a different
way. They began by painting over the graffiti and then produced a mural with a
rugby theme, each player representing one of the offenders. The result is
intended as a work of art which is a positive experience for the offenders and
for users of the canal.
CANOEIST March 2005
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Dean Maragh

Dean Maragh and Bob Slee of the ACT talked to Sports Minister Richard Caborn
when he visited the ACT’s canoe village at the Schroders London Boat Show.
The ACT offered their support for the London 2012 Olympic bid and pressed
him over river access, in which he seemed genuinely interested.

marine wildlife but it is very important that people
understand what might disturb the animals and follow
some basic guidelines. In some parts of the UK and
the rest of the world harassment of marine wildlife is a
major problem and we know that it is now an
emerging issue in Scotland, too. We need to develop a
workable code and we are keen to hear views from
anyone who has an interest in marine wildlife.’ The
code will provide guidelines on how to minimize
disturbance to cetaceans and other marine wildlife,
caused by commercial and leisure users. This will help
to protect this lucrative sector for the future and aims
to ensure that marine wildlife watchers have a quality
experience. Initial discussions and workshops will be
held with relevant interest groups throughout Scotland
over the next few months, followed by a public
consultation in the autumn. Harassment of individual
cetaceans can cause a range of problems, including
direct injury to the animals as a result of collisions
with vessels and disruption of their communication
patterns due to vehicle noise. In the longer term,
continued harassment can cause cetaceans to be
excluded from areas that are important to them, for
example, for feeding. Voluntary codes of practice
already exist for watching wildlife in areas such as the
Moray Firth, where dolphin and whale watching is an
established activity. The new code will build on these
to create more comprehensive guidance and will cover
a wider range of species throughout the whole
country. As well as cetaceans and basking sharks the
code will provide information on good practice for
watching animals such as seals, birds, turtles and otters
which are also popular wildlife tour spectacles.
Workshops on the marine wildlife watching code will
be held in March in Largs, North Queensferry, Oban
and North Kessock. For more information or to
contribute to discussions on the code look up
www.marinecode.org.

Come and try it sessions were run by Upton Warren Outdoor Centre in the
pool at the National Boat Caravan & Outdoor Show in Birmingham.

In this spring of not-before-time weddings we are
delighted to announce the engagement of Helen
Jane and Chris Blakey.

Schroders drop
London Boat Show

This month’s really useful notice was spotted by Ruth Holdway.
We would be grateful for other examples to assist the public.
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After 3 years as title sponsors for the London Boat
Show, Schroders are not to renew the deal. The
association has worked well over this period as the
show moved from Earls Court to ExCeL and has
brought positive comments from both sides. Speaking
personally, I have found Robin Stoakley, head of UK
retail, a very personable host, perhaps more so than
might be expected from a big city financial institution.

Chris Berry
Chris Berry has lost his fight against cancer. Over the years he seems to have had a succession
of struggles, some of which have resulted in greater success than others.
He set up Llandysul Paddlers, now one of the most successful slalom clubs in Wales with their
own premises backing onto the Teifi rapids. He established Slalom Schools as a coaching
organization and undertook coaching for the army. John Fenna was just one of the many
people he introduced to canoeing.
He established the retail business which has been taken over by Huw Evans and is one of the
most successful in the country, White Water Consultancy International, apparently unhindered
by its remote location.
Chris acquired a disused woollen mill in Llandysul and reopened it as Millers’, an activity
centre with everything from abseiling to bowls, serving both outdoor enthusiasts and the
relatively isolated local community. After a period of juggling the finances he was finally starting
to make a profit when his bank pulled the plug. One of his customers sent a black iced cake
with a slogan not designed to enhance the reputation of one of the big four banks.
In turn, Chris took over the Heritage Canoes operation which had been set up by Alan
Henley-Bridges, taking the general public on the Teifi for open canoe tours to look at the
wildlife and scenery. He opened a second branch on the Montgomeryshire Canal at Goytre
Wharf and could see the potential for a franchise system across the country, perhaps having a
Heritage Canoes centre at each city which currently has open top bus tours of the sights. In due
course he sold the second operation and retracted to the Teifi where he had an ongoing battle
with the Cilgerran Town Trust which went to the High Court in London and which ended up
with his running the trips the opposite way round from a wildlife centre where his presence was
appreciated. Open canoe trips to see the wildlife and be served with cream teas was a pleasure
enjoyed by many tourists to the area, a totally new experience for many in the beautiful
scenery.
Chris was someone who inspired a great many people in a distant corner of west Wales.

CANOEIST March 2005
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Witham
half tide barrier
The EA are proposing
to install a half tide
barrier across the River
Witham downstream of
Boston. It will keep
more water through the
town and help their
planned Fens
Waterway Link which
will see powered craft
using the South Forty
Foot Drain and the
Witham.

More Bressay
Sound objections
It seems that Jim
Grunberg, who has
made over 2,000
crossings of Bressay
Sound by sea kayak to
Lerwick as a commuter,
is not the only person
to get objections about
crossings from the
harbour authority (May
03, p15). They have
told Shetland Islands
Council that they are
not prepared to accept
a Skye style bridge
across to the island and
it must be a tunnel.

Mysterious
EA report
disappearances
Trying to resolve
access problems at
Stanley, Perth & Kinross
Council have had no
success in obtaining the
EA report on non
disturbance of fish from
the Water Research
Centre. The same report
is claimed to have gone
missing from the EA’s
own library.

Measuring
Cornish waves
Regen SW have set a
buoy 19km off the
Cornish coast to
measure waves. The
£195,000 project is
looking towards using
waves for power
generation.

Government
threatened with
legal action
The European
Commission may take
action against the
Government because
they claim Brighton,
Broadstairs, Margate
and Lerwick contravene
a 1991 EU directive on
waste water treatment.
Bideford was also listed
but now complies.
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EA response on Transport & Works Order
objections does not address the issues
Three months on, the EA have issued a letter to
canoeing objectors to their proposed Transport &
Works Order. This leaves a number of issues which are
unsatisfactory, notably the insurance issue. The Paddlers
International response makes the following points to the
EA:
* On adjacent waters the concern is not with ‘waters
under the control of another navigation authority’ but
with water which is privately owned or in the control
or ownership of a group such as a local authority or
youth group. I may drive round my garden in a car
which is uninsured, untaxed and unsafe as long as I do
not take it onto the adjacent road. The same should
apply to a boat in my dock or wharf adjacent to their
river. If my boat pollutes their river they already have
adequate recourse, such as they use with sewage works,
farmers, industry and others causing pollution of rivers.
* The Wye and Lugg catchment has a full length
statutory right of free public navigation. I do not wish
to see that right taken away, even at a date they
‘consider appropriate’.
* They refer to ‘All vessels currently using the
relevant waterways’ yet they are calling for legislation
which can be applied to the remaining 640 rivers in
England and Wales should they be placed in their care
at a future date. They are asking for a blank cheque for
the whole country’s rivers.
* They do not require anglers, walkers, cyclists or any
other users of the water environment to be identifiable.
Why should the users of small unpowered craft be
treated differently? It is believed that it is because they
want identification of users on other rivers for which
they are not the navigation authority and to reduce the
number of small craft users by making use more
complicated and much more expensive. The
identification of minors also raises child protection
issues. If a small craft user commits a misdemeanour
they are at liberty to call the police, as for anglers,
walkers, cyclists and others whom they cannot identify
by name.
* Their registration scheme will ‘be similar to the
existing road vehicle licensing arrangements.’ Road
licensing does not require the registration of bicycles.
Registration of small unpowered craft is inappropriate
and, I believe, not required by any other navigation
authority in Britain or abroad.
* The majority of their registered canoeists are non
users who are forced to pay as part of the BCU
membership scheme. They are registered as individual
members. Their boats are not registered. One evening
last year a group of about 7 of us tried out 5 tandem
canoes below a Thames weir, changing from boat to
boat. The boats belonged to others and most were only
used on that evening before being returned to their
owners in Gloucestershire, Merseyside and
Northumberland. I suggest the EA’s proposed scheme
would have been quite incapable of handling that
situation, which is far from being unique.
* I sometimes take onto EA waters boats which may
belong to others and which are used at short notice and
for a few hours only. Sometimes it is necessary to
choose the safe boat for the conditions, which may be
changing with time. Their licensing system is far too
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inflexible and slow to handle such situations, which are
not unusual. Their licensing system usually requires
several days’ notice at best and has a minimum duration
of 6 days for the Thames.
* I convinced that the EA would have no qualms
about releasing details from the register to any angling
official who asked for them.
* I want to see a categorical assurance that the
requirement for insurance for unpowered craft will be
specifically written out of this legislation. If they do not
intend to use these powers there is no need for them to
be there. They are not required for anglers, walkers,
cyclists or other users, nor by British Waterways, the
Broads Authority, the SEPA or any overseas body. It is
all too easy to think of a reason why a promise not to
use these powers may be overturned at a future date.
There is no reason why it should be required for
organized events or for clubs and organizations. I have
no problems with their advising boat users of the
benefits of insurance.
* What most users are seeking is for the navigation
authorities to have a uniform approach, ie for a single
licence usable on all licensed waterways, most of which
are operated by British Waterways, as boat users can
only be in one place at one time with their boats. There
is no indication at all of this in these proposals or of the
EA attempting to come into line with the major
licenser, BW.
* Does it mean that if somebody borrows or steals my
boat I am responsible for any actions undertaken in it? I
should want the wording to make clear this is not the
case.
* The clause claiming no opposition to repeal and
revocation of enactments is completely untrue. My
letter to the Secretary of State said ‘I also ask you to
oppose the suggestion of blanket clearance for the EA to
terminate existing legislation. I suggest a prime
candidate would be the 1662 “Act for the making
navigable of the Rivers Wye and Lugg, and the rivers
and brooks running into the same”’.
* Although I have not seen any of them, I understand
the EA have produced three Memoranda of
Understanding so far. No such memorandum will be
required once the wording has been prepared so that it
says what it means.
I believe they have not addressed significantly any of
the points Paddlers International made to the Secretary
of State.

China stops 22 dams
China has called a halt to 22 dams and their associated
power stations. Public environmental concerns have
resulted in pressure to stop work of this kind.

Damaged dam
to stop salmon
A dam across Ettrick Water at Selkirk has suffered
significant flood damage. It is now expected to stop
thousands of salmon from reaching their breeding
waters.

John Hutchinson

gratitude for an access agreement
on this section which is timed to
avoid shooting and angling
events. Canoeists will clean the
river and it is hoped that anglers
will clean the banks. A skip at
Devil’s Bridge will receive sacks
of rubbish. Help from other
paddlers would also be
appreciated,
details
at
www.riverlune@ignetics.co.uk.
The job follows a clean up of the
River Eamont when canoeists
collected a skip load of rubbish.

Turtle roadshow
SNH are sponsoring a Marine
Conservation Society roadshow
on endangered leatherback
turtles. The show will travel
around Scotland until July and
will give information on the five
species which have been found in
the British Isles. The MCS want
more reports of sightings to help
explain how these creatures
behave. The most recent sighting
was one washed up at Port
William in January.
François Arbellot of Brittany, North Wales Watersports
chairman Peter Dickie, Welsh Assembly Minister for
Economic Development Andrew Davies and Wales Tourist
Board chairman Philip Evans at Plas Menai for the launch
of North Wales Watersports Ltd, a non profit company.
The intention is to promote north Wales for watersports,
trying to emulate the £400,000,000 industry which exists
in Brittany. It was suggested that watersports activity on
the coast, rivers and lakes of Wales could soon be worth
£240,000,000. The industry in north Wales is currently
worth £30,000,000 per year. Making inland watersports
legal, as they are in France, would remove the biggest
obstruction.

Skipton oil mystery appeal
The EA are attempting to find the cause of the
appearance of oil on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal in
Skipton for the second time in a month. The first
incident was near Skipton Wood and the second
affected from 1km from the canal basin to Bradley.
Their hotline is 0800 807060.

Transmission charges
could cut Scottish dams
Scotland’s electricity system is to be merged with that
for the rest of the country. The method of levying for
transmission charges will make hydroelectric and other
natural power sources less attractive, reducing the desire
to dam Scottish rivers. At the same time it is being
suggested that large scale wave and tidal power
generation farms could be operational in 3 years.

Cotswold canal
funding coming together
The SW of England Regional Development
Agency have approved £575,000 for studies on
the Cotswold Canals restoration. Put with
£411,000 already granted by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, this should unlock £11,300,000 of Lottery
funding towards the £25,000,000 needed for the
first stage of renovation, the 10km from
Stonehouse to Brimscombe Port.

Gone to the dogs

The Doggy Paddle, the one day a year that paddlers
are allowed to use the River Avon from Warwick to
Stratford, has been cancelled by a single landowner as
his response to the foxhunting ban. Last year the event
raised over £5,000 for Guide Dogs for the Blind.
However, he has decided that if he cannot use his dogs
then the blind must also do without. All other
landowners are prepared to allow the tour but it
requires 100% permission in order to take place.

Parrett barrage
proposal
Plans are being made
for a barrage on the
tidal River Parrett as a
flood prevention
measure. This ought
not to prevent the legal
right of navigation
upstream on waters
currently tidal and
larger boat enthusiasts
are seeing the potential
of a network of deep
water navigations.

Partings to be
dredged
BW are to dredge
3km of the Partings, the
River Severn at
Gloucester, to allow
use by aggregate
vessels. This is the final
reach of the Severn
Bore and the increased
depth should reduce
the size of the waves.

Stanley hole
appears
A hole has appeared
in the weir at Stanley.
This is thought to be
flood damage but such
holes can grow
unpredictably so take
care if paddling there.

Easier access
to forbidden
Welsh water
The CCW are
pushing ahead with
their access work for
those on foot. It will at
least make it easier to
get to many of the
rivers we are not
allowed to use.
Improved access to the
coast may also help
with launching onto
legal tidal waters.

INCIDENT FILE
Floating away

Spring cleaning

A New Zealand paddler was lost on a solo trip near Nelson after being caught by a
top end force 5 wind and 1.5m waves. His body, kayak and paddle with paddle float
attached were later recovered in separate places. It appears that he capsized and was
attempting an unsuccessful self rescue. Advice on the ground is that the paddle float
should be attached to the kayak with a sufficiently long line so that the various
elements cannot float away from each other if further problems arise.

In the week before Easter there will be Towpath
Tidy litter cleaning sessions at over 40 venues on the
canals. BW staff will join canal societies, volunteers,
user groups and others to make the canals tidy for the
summer and make them safer places for wildlife. No
doubt they would not decline help on the water.
* Canoeists are to clean up the Rigmaden to Kirkby
Lonsdale section of the River Lune on Mar 20th in

Young wild water racer Matthew Lunn capsized on a weir on the Irwell during a
race weekend. He was unable to remove his spraycover. Fortunately, two adult
supporters were able to get to him and give assistance. He was taken to hospital for a
check up but was given the all clear and returned within the hour. This incident was
unrelated to the incident on a different weir on the river the previous month (Feb,
p8)

WWR spraycover problem
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Canada’s Zambezi
Some of the finest
big water playboating there is
Boating; it’s a simple formula, get to the get in, get in, get safely to
the get out, get out, patch up the kit and grow back the lost limbs,
simple. So, its flat at the top and flat at the bottom; what could possibly
go wrong? With this effortless image in our minds and our baggage
and bodge tape in our pockets we set about getting to the get in.
Having flown with the wonderfully boat friendly British Airways to
Seattle, the hip, urban and somewhat caffeine fuelled source of cheap
hire cars (‘Yes, an eight mile old Jeep Cherokee will do nicely, thank
you’), there was just a small matter of a 1,800 mile drive and we’d be
at the get in.

The Rockies, the 60th parallel, the end of Highway 5, a right turn
to the Northwest Territories, 40 CDs, a herd of buffalo, a couple of
dozen bags of Dorritos, three bears, two moose and only one run in
with the Mounties (note for the wary, the speed limit signs are in
km/h and car speedos measure in mph. I did think 120 was fast even
for a straight…) and before you could say ‘Aerial super blunt’ (in every
language spoken in this and a couple of parallel universes) we were in
Fort Smith and at the get in! What’s more, it was flat at the top and flat
at the bottom and a mere mile and a half wide!
Fort Smith is best described as a one horse town and even that old
nag is, at best, a one trick pony but that trick, boy, is it a goodun…?
Bars, four of, JJ is worth a visit especially on jam night; cafés, three of,
donnas and smorgs a speciality; supermarkets, two of, buy local where
possible, our investment in the town is important; liquor stores, one of
and it’s run by the mayor’s wife so be careful; and top class, warm
water rivers, full of waves and drops to make us drool, one of and it’s a
one off!
On arriving in Fort Smith our spirits were high, the cost of spirits
was low, our spirits were higher, day became night and then 15
minutes later became day again; darkness, unlike mosquitoes, is in
short supply this far north. As soon as the hangovers cleared we met up
with some local boaters and headed to the get in! Two miles of
boating later and the 1,800 mile drive was deemed to have been well
worth the effort.

Watch our for unmarked Canadian speed cops.
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The Slave River is what we get when we collect the runoff from the
east side of the Rockies, send it through some large lakes to warm it
up and then run it at 50,000m3/s over four hard granite steps. The
rapids are basically square, a couple miles long and the same wide; an
entire day can be spent in just a few of the channels of any of the four
rapids.
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Rock islands give places to rest and launch. Perhaps more importantly, they give points of reference. Dan Peel ready to go.
Individual channels can each give interesting white water river runs. The author having to work.
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There is plenty of testing water for those who want it.

A mini guide to the four rapids of slavery:
Cassette
This is the furthest rapid from Fort Smith; taking the road south
into Alberta, it quickly changes to a graded dirt road. At the end of
this road you arrive at Fort Fitzgerald, the end of safe navigation,
start of an epic portage for paddle steamers and the start of the fun
for intrepid paddlers. Cassette is a 4 - 7km paddle and features a
host of surf waves, Alarm Clock, Outrageous and Rollercoaster;
spending all day going intergalactic and racking out aerial moves is

the order of the day. Keep a little energy for the 2km ferry glide
home via the Land of a Thousand Holes. Walking back up
Rollercoaster and kayaking down through the Land of a Thousand
Holes makes the return home different every day. An alternative
trip from Fort Fitzgerald via the remote channels on the far side of
the river are as close as the Slave gets to creek boating; many small
volume technical drops, most notably Split Rock, being a clear
smoking terminal horizon line, make for a fun change from the
monster wave surf fest. The take out for Cassette is at the marked
mile 285 on the dirt road, easy to find from the road, not so easy
from the river.

Pelican
To see and surf a wave of tsunami proportions
head down the track at mile 276 and paddle 2km
upstream towards the rising spray… a formidable
rapid and not for the timid. Some careful island
hopping affords a good view and video spot; a
swim here can be an epic and lonely undertaking
as the whirlpools and boils make it hard to reach
swimmers and it’s a tough and aerated kilometre
to the nearest rocks.

Mountain
The same put in as Pelican with the benefit
that, as a meander, the put in is a short walk from
the take out so no shuttle is required. Again, the
river is several kilometres wide and the channels
numerous. Dragon’s Back Turnpike and the
Nipples of Molly and Polly are a powerful pair,
Avalanche has potential for some serious surf and
the Edge has claimed the scalps and kit of some
big name visitors. The less sinister Spankey is a
top class small play feature, good shoulders and a
friendly place to learn and practise new moves.
Will Forester gets some air.
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Dan Peel takes what passes for a chicken chute.
The boys give it their serious attention.
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The author heads for
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a close examination.
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Andy Laird and Will Forester share a wave.
It’s behind you. Roy Dahl with something large about to sit on his shoulder.
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Above: Matt Simpson lifts off.
Even higher: One of the local pelicans.
Right: Will Fraser obtains verticality.

Rapids of the Drowned
In Fort Smith, a ferry glide across the river and a
2km paddle upstream, this short and open rapid is
fairly obvious, not as powerful or as long as the three
preceding but there are good waves and some good
small side channels and the resident pelican colony
provide a further attraction as they pluck fish from
the churning waters.

Roy Dahl full of bounce.
CANOEIST March 2005
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Matt Simpson photographs

The author shows the dif

Andy Liard, Dan Hughes and Matt Simpson closing ranks.
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Billed
as
‘Canada’s
Zambezi’, the Slave more
than lives up to its reputation
though it has more to offer.
It is within reach (skills wise
if not geographically) of more
people that the African
classic; the Slave, with its
wide braided channels and
range in gradient, can offer an
innocuous grade three in one
channel and an intimidating
and intoxicating grade five in
the next. Telling one channel
from another is difficult and
the scale of the river is very
intimidating; to find your
way through and to catch the
best drops and surfs takes
hard won local knowledge.

Fraser (need I say more?), and isn’t too painful; just bring plenty of
music and steal the cushion from the plane and there is always the
chance of getting in a good tide at Skook on your way home…
Big thanks to Engineering Paddler Designs, Woody and friends at
Liquidlogic, all at Lendal and System X, Kyle at Mid West Motor
Company and Fuji for the fine film and the oh so generous people at
Alamo…

Matt Simpson
www.thepoly.co.uk, general info on international adventures, photos
and looking for sponsorship…
www.slavekayaklodge.co.uk, a good map.
UP THE CREEK

ficulty if picking a line and fllowing it. These rapids are wide.
With a bit of this on your side you will be set for some of the finest
big water playboating there is. Now to finding the get out. Looking
for a trail head amongst millions of identical pine trees, especially
whilst two miles away on the far bank of the river, is, in no uncertain
terms, impossible. The capacity for epics and getting eaten alive by
mosquitoes makes getting out one of the more dangerous elements of
any Slave adventure; if you do venture out alone ensure your
knowledge and markers for the get out are good…

There are some useful websites featuring a number of tall tails to
help you plan your Slave pilgrimage. Take plenty of time and bug
spray; be nice to the natives. Thanks, Greg, Chris and Blyth, you bag
of snakes, and go blunt your self silly. Whilst it is possible to fly into
Fort Smith or the relatively near by civilization (also relative) of
Edmonton direct from London, for this you to need to change planes
and have a nostril through which you can comfortably squeeze your
credit card as paying through the nose will be required. The drive
from Seattle can take in some classic Rockies boating, Whistler and the

Ray demonstrated a new throwline technique tha he had picked
up in the States...

Southwater Watersports Centre

01403 732389

Dagger
Wavesport
Perception
Eskimo
Old Town
Ocean Kayak
Werner Paddles
Schlegel
Lendal
Palm
KOGG
Bomber Gear
Gul
Marlin
Snugg
Ainsworth
Hf

www.ukkayaking.co.uk

26 Station Road Southwater West Sussex RH13 7HQ
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Mini slalom
prototype
A manufacturer is
reported to be
working on a
prototype mini
slalom kayak. This
would be permitted
for use up to Division
2.

Wrist GPS units
Garmin’s Foretrex
GPS units come with
wrist straps and are
worn like stretched
watches. The 101
uses 2 AAA batteries
while the 201 has a
rechargeable lithiumion battery. [01752
241000]

Tewkesbury
watersports
Croft Farm Leisure
& Water Park at
Bredon’s Hardwick in
Gloucestershire offer
a range of outdoor
activity holidays,
canoeing included.
They also have a
shop selling canoes
and other equipment.
[01684 772321]

Big American merger
It is reported from the USA that Confluence have
bought Watermark. Confluence already own Mad
River, Wave Sport and Wilderness Systems and are run
by commercial businessmen. Watermark own Dagger
and Perception, companies put together by enthusiasts.
There is now considerable overlap between the
companies owned by Confluence and it would be
surprising if there is not some rationalizing of product
lines. White Water Consultancy International have the
new Mad River and Wave Sport catalogues to show
the latest models in two of these ranges. The Mad
River range includes the 30th anniversary Explorer,
available in Kevlar composite or Royalex. It is claimed
that the Explorer covers a wider spectrum of
performance than any other canoe, including being the
first open canoe down the Grand Canyon. [08000
151520]

Another Shoreham
kayak builder
Shoreham has suddenly become the desired place to
build boats with a second manufacturer launching this
year. Storm Kayaks are chasing the inland market. The
Force 1 is a short model with a large cockpit, moulded
seat, footrests and end handles, costing £250 and aimed
at the family. The Force 3 looks more like a short
slalom kayak, costing from £295 including drain plug.
It also comes as the Force 5 for white water, this time
adding backrest, knee brace and footrest at £355. The
intention is to produce introductory models at
affordable prices. [01273 465406]

Southwater
sellout
Matt Williams and
Adrian Green have
bought Southwater
Watersports with
previous owner John
Dowling remaining
as a minor partner.
John will also
continue instructing
at the venue. [01403
732389]

Promotion
for Chilvers
Guy Chilvers, who
has marketed Bic
products for the last
21 years, has now
moved on. He has set
up the Chilvers Bosch
Consultancy to
handle promotional,
sponsorship and
marketing activities.
[01832 280040]

Paid up Flirters
Tom Wolstenholme
and Luke and Adam
Devitt-Spooner have
been signed up as
sponsored freestylers
by Fluid. They are
being supplied with
Flirts to further their
progress.
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The Berwyn in Briançon
Jenny and Julian Sampson have sold the Berwyn,
their unique activity pub on the A5 near Llangollen,
which is now being converted to a more conventional
hostelry. They continue with the Goat between
Corwen and Betws-y-Coed and are opening the Chalet
Berwyn in Briançon. Yes, you did read that correctly.
They are planning to serve skiers in the Ecrin national
park but would be delighted to have old friends drop in
while paddling in the Alps. [01490 413465]

So you’ve run out of space inside the car and you
want all the roofrack for boats. Thule have an
alternative to the roofbox in the form of the BackUp, a 420l box which attaches to the back of the
car, can be accessed easily without having to climb
up to roof level, keeps your smelly wet kit at arm’s
length, reduces your overhang if you are carrying
long boats and gives your car some minor
protection if the vehicle behind gets too friendly.
Interior straps hold the contents in place. It uses 4 U
bolts to secure it to a towbar mounted bike carrier.
A tilt function on the latter will allow it to be rocked
away from the boot for access.

Lame excuse
Mark Burch of Brookbank is hobbling well at the
moment, having broken his foot by slipping on the ice
during a skiing trip. He claims drink had no part in it.
This comes at a particularly inconvenient time with
various promotions due to be sponsored by him in the
northwest of England.

Deck support
Robson have introduced the overthruster. Like part
of a plastic spraycover, it is bolted to the front of the
cockpit rim so that it can be swung to the side. It comes
back about as far as the knees and gives support to a
neoprene deck placed over the top. It would fold up in
the event of having to make an awkward exit.
CANOEIST March 2005

Baltic have a slim fit buoyancy aid which keeps all
the buoyancy well away from the arms for
maximum movement. It has reinforced shoulders,
waist belt, crutch strap and mesh front pocket and
costs £24.95. [023 8045 7272]

Lambs to the Water is the trading name of Tim Lambert who is importing Level
6 clothing from Canada. This month sees the release here of Level Six
paddling and bankside wear, planned with the goal of providing functional
and innovative designs without sacrificing durability and style. Products are
designed for function, quality and style. The Mack sleeves allow mobility
without that oversized sweatshirt feel. It also has a long interior tunnel
which is known to be valued by paddlers. Canadian designed for cold
water, the Mack is made to keep you dry and warm and last for years
to come. The dual grip waist system pulls the deep neoprene tunnel
tight to stop water getting through. The neck and wrists are finished
in both latex gaskets and 2mm neoprene outer protective gaskets.
The material, Eclipse Barrier/Tech, is non porous and has no holes but
is highly breathable. A charged surface absorbs and transports
moisture and moisture vapour. Because it has no holes it protects from the
wind better and is claimed not to clog with dirt, detergent, perspiration or
seawater. It also has a high beading factor which is claimed to last, meaning that the Mack will remain
breathable and watertight when others are getting waterlogged and leaking. [07821 461 950]

Excess baggage
Do you need a bag
for a piece of kit for
which nobody makes
bags? Sew ‘n’ So’s are
specialists in this kind
of work, using heavy
duty material and
artificial sheepskin
padding as required.
From a peg bag to a
folding bike carrier or a
computer monitor
holder they will design
and manufacture to
order. [01775 767633]

Two of the stands from the Daily Telegraph Adventure Travel & Sports Show.
Salamander managed to get half a wood strip canoe and a selection of other expedition kit onto a very small stand. [07906 099741]
Hamish, Clive and the gang on the Water By Nature stand were offering to take the public on trips of various kinds. [01488 72293]
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advice on handling stoppers, mostly through rather than over or under
although a general piece of river running wisdom presented is to stay
on the surface as much as possible, something you may be attempting
without being told.
The main film lasts 50 minutes, divided into chapters for ease of
searching, but there is a bonus Adventures in Loonerland track, not just a
snip but a full 25 minutes of the original video (Jan 02, p28).
You probably know your films by the appearance of their front
covers yet you store them with only the spines showing. Westgarth’s
idea of including a thumbnail of the cover at the top of the spine is
such an obvious idea that I wonder why I have never seen it before. It
would not work so well for books, which vary in thickness, but for
DVDs in boxes of uniform size it is brilliant.

Genes

In your defence

Westgarth TV, 20 Ivybridge,
Tavistock Rd, Weston-super-Mare
BS22 6LP
1 hr 15 mins
This is definitely aimed at the hardline white water river runner
with detailed explanations of flaring, boofing and running slides and
drops, mostly serious drops. Filmed on the Sjoa and in Piemonte and
Corsica, it features sunshine and clean water which always make the
action look more attractive. Even those who don’t fancy the long
drops and staircases must be attracted by the fun element of the large
slides.
The format is widescreen which allows more space for explanatory
text, much of which is also read out, sometimes battling with the
background music. Excellent use is made of arrows and lines on screen
to show routes, mark features and draw attention to body lean. Of all
the editing tricks the one I like most is the superimposition of two
paddlers running a fall but diverging to different lines so that the effects
of their choices can be compared.
This is all grade 4 upwards with some impressive paddling but also
common mistakes pointed out and explained. In addition there is some

Some months ago, while still retailing films, Colin Broadway
supplied us with a review DVD
version of the video Whitewater
Self Defense (Apr 99, p17).
Eventually we ended up with 3
copies, all of which cut out at the
same point some 5 minutes into
the film. If you have a copy which
does this, the problem may not be
your player.
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Some of the Olympics
The Slalom Committee have
expressed annoyance at the BBC2
programme That Olympic Summer.
It ran for an hour and a half
without mentioning canoeing,
which accounted for 10% of the
British medals while slalom had
the third highest viewing figures.
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Douglas Caffyn

Access
research
supremo

Douglas Caffyn has recently come back to prominence as
the author of The Right of Navigation on Non-Tidal Rivers &
the Common Law. A twinkling eye and a ready smile often
hint at a twisted sense of humour but is that enough to
justify all the work put in by someone who doesn’t even
canoe these days?
His academic subject is mathematics, which he taught in
Jamaica, Kenya and Malawi for 15 years after leaving
Cambridge, picking up another degree from the University
of East Africa along the way. Later, he ran a company
pension fund for 25 years. When 54 he also became an
unpaid spare time clergyman and takes services in the
Eastbourne area.
In Africa he did a lot of walking, including most of the
hills over 1,500m high in Kenya. He has also been bird
watching all over Africa where the birds are more colourful
than at home. Lying on the beach is not for him. He likes to
get out. Seeing the scenery is a major part of the experience.
He has become high pitch deaf so he can’t hear the songs of
robins, wrens, tits, warblers and many other birds any more,
enjoyable not only in themselves but also as the first
indicators of where to look for these birds. Going with
groups helps. The deafness has not helped another love,
either, music. He likes classical music, used to go to the
opera a lot and has a diploma in music from the Open
University, to add to his interest as a painter.
Another outdoor activity has been cross country skiing.
His wife, Kay, still does it but Douglas had to stop because
of arthritis in a knee. The pole work meant that he had
powerful arms and good upper body strength so he changed
to canoeing in 1981, recreational touring including a
number of Sussex rivers overlooked by others. He was
taught on the Isle of Wight by Sandy and Roger Irwin, the
BCU national access officer, and when Roger relinquished
the post Douglas took it on for a couple of years in the mid
1980s. However, nothing could be done at that time. What
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little there was happening was in the north of England,
CRACK heartland, so Douglas handed the reins to Mike
Twiggs, also based in Yorkshire.
Kay took up canoeing as well but was not keen on
moving water and would not lead. From 1985 Douglas ran a
canoe club on the seafront at Eastbourne for four years and
taught groups from Scouts and schools on the Cuckmere.
His own paddling continued until 1995, when stopped by
back problems.
He was the BCU local access officer for the Cuckmere.
The bottom 7km are tidal from the bridge at Alfriston but
the EA say only the last 1.2km below Exceat Bridge may be
used, an area they want to flood, displacing a canoe store, an
area used by 6,000 canoeists per year. The southern region
of the EA have been consistently unhelpful over use of
rivers, a number of which have had access rights despite EA
claims that they do not. On the other hand, they are taking
another look at the Itchen Navigation, for which two
previous reports have said a right of navigation was still
thought to exist. Douglas has commented for their most
recent study.
He got bored four weeks after he retired. He enjoys the
environment of the university library, particularly reading
with a purpose. He decided to go for a Master of Laws
degree although this was a means to an end, the production
of his thesis, The Right of Navigation on Non-Tidal Rivers &
the Common Law, a meticulously researched study with
hundreds of legal references, challenging 170 years of legal
interpretation of the law of river access. He sent it to Rural
Affairs Minister Alun Michael, who handed it to his legal
team. As yet Douglas still has not had a reply although one
of our readers had a response a couple of months ago via his
MP, to the effect that each river needs to be viewed on its
merits. Douglas suggests that requiring each canoeist,
resident or overseas visitor, to go to court to determine what
he is allowed to do before going paddling is unsatisfactory.
We can’t even get a list of landowners to find out whom we
need to take to court.
The book is selling steadily and Douglas has written an
article which is being considered for Water Law.
He thinks that the BCU should concentrate on taking
small steps, starting with rivers which were previously tidal
and have changed only because of such measures as the
construction of barrages.
The EA’s attitude also needs to be changed. They are
meant to promote the recreational use of rivers. He thinks
the EA will lose this responsibility and it will pass to the
Countryside Agency or Sports Council. The problem goes
back to the separation of the National Rivers Authority (as
the EA then were) from the water authorities, those not
involved in the engineering supply and disposal of domestic
and industrial water being removed and placed with the
NRA, leaving the NRA with a lot of angling interests who
wrote the legislation for how they would operate.
Two months ago Douglas was promised a statement by
the EA the next day on the numbers of anglers. He is still
waiting. The EA are forever talking up angling, something
which would not be necessary if it were not declining.
Angling will be gone in 40 years, he says. Anglers are getting
rattled, they are angling increasingly in ponds rather than on
rivers and even their own participants are becoming affected
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pursuing access for canoeists but we need to be able to staff
it.
Douglas is undertaking a new study, this one much more
fascinating than the last because it is pure history. He is
looking at how and where freight was moved on our rivers
over the centuries. He is buying lots of books and reading
many others in university libraries. The more he reads, the
more he finds. Each piece of information is a one off. It is a
four year study which will fill in much of what we know in
general about use of our rivers but are unable to prove on a
river reach by river reach basis. For example, big expensive
weirs were not built to power small mills but to provide
adequate depth for boats to move freight. He has an interest
in hydraulics and expects to contribute a chapter to a guide
on the design of river dynamics.
Over the years there has been a desperate need for
someone to undertake painstaking research into the
historical use of rivers by boats and to present the findings
in a form which cannot be brushed aside by intellectuals. If
it could be done for nothing by someone with a grin for no
other purpose than an interest in fair play then so much the
better. Douglas Caffyn is the answer to a prayer.

Reviews of new books
and publications
In Irish Waterways
Scottish Sea Kayaking
Doug Cooper & George Reid
Pesda Press
0 9547061 2 9
28th Jan 2005
240 x 170mm
268 pages, paperback
£19.99 from Cordee,
3A De Montfort St, Leicester LE1 7HD
Here is a book which brings back so
many memories. It is the Scottish
equivalent of Pesda’s Oileán but with
some differences. There are fifty
suggested paddles of up to three days,
selective, perhaps not always the best
available but many are and they cover the
spectrum of ability ranges, graded to the SCA touring system. 70% of
them are between Mull and Wick, including the Outer Hebrides but
not Orkney or Shetland.
The maps are laid out with precise routes, like walkers’ footpath
guides, which looks a bit regimented at first but does make it clear
where the authors are describing and there is no need to follow their
routes exactly, of course. Major tidal flows with rates and times are
marked clearly on the maps. Each route has four or six pages with
distances, start, rest and finish points, tidal flow times and rates and the
places where fastest flows will be met, coastguard contacts, weather
forecasts and a main description. There is extensive use of half page
photographs and those of wildlife are particularly good with a stunning
bottlenosed whale picture in the Small Isles. Information panels on
wildlife and other features of interest seen along the way accompany
the text. Like the Irish guide, pitches are pointed out for rock climbing
enthusiasts.
How does it compare with our own guides? Taking Scarba in this
issue, the nearest in the book is a six page guide covering a two day
paddle from Arduaine round the north of Luing to the Garvellachs and
then back between Lunga and Scarba, round the south of Luing.
Pictures include an inspiring shot of the Grey Dogs being surfed at a
sensible level.
Appendices give coastguard and emergency services contacts,
weather forecast areas and details, weather pattern analysis, Gaelic
terms, suggested reading and a trip planning card to be photocopied
and filled in with the journey details.
It is surprising that such a book has not appeared before, considering
what Scotland has to offer the sea paddler.

Edward O’Regan
Currach Press, 55A Spencer Ave, Stillorgan
Ind Park, Blackrock, Co Dublin, Ireland
1 85607 915 5
Feb 2005
200 x 130mm
149 pages, paperback
£9.50
In many ways this is the Irish equivalent of
The Heart of England by Waterway by Bliss and
The Heart of Scotland by Waterway by Downie. It
chronicles touring rivers, canals and lakes in a
canvas Hart double kayak in the decade from 1939. In all there are
seven trips, mostly summer holiday fortnights.
The manuscript was written some years later and then lay on a shelf
for further decades. The book is now published with a selection of
black and white photographs plus some sketch maps which are rather
dark to read. An omission I find from the earlier books is the smell of
impregnated tobacco smoke, brought home as the author pushes off in
the canoe for the occasional relaxation with his pipe. Maybe it will
have a more mellow odour in another 60 years!
If the pace of life in Ireland is slower than over here, this was so
much more the case during the war when transport was very limited,
to the extent that the engine fire went out during one train journey,
needing to be relit.
There is much on the wildlife, including a hare which returned
repeatedly for company, despite being chased and shot at on occasions,
and a bull which did not appreciate being hit on the nose and flanks
with paddles before his status was realized and the campers launched
hastily with their kit in a bundle. The stories are told with gentle
humour, a bit of sailing here, some poetry or local folk tales there.
The most notable change from what would acceptable now is that
the paddlers took a bow and arrows with them and used them rather
indiscriminately on wildlife, not all of which was edible. As the book
progresses the trips include rather less paddling and more sunbathing,
hunting, shooting and fishing.
The fact that the kayak folded meant it could b used to make exits
by train, including on the Royal Canal when an inspector on a bike
was beginning to get pushy about a boat licence. These rules are more
for guidance than obedience, in the same way as when they found the
entire population of a deserted village hiding in a bar on a Sunday
evening.
Here are the Liffey, the Shannon, the Blackwater and assorted
loughs as you may not see them today, even if their spirit lives on.
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Profile - Douglas Caffyn

by the cruelty issue. The right to shoot
cormorants was a serious mistake and will
make anglers a much wider circle of enemies.
The question is whether they will have the
sense to make access agreements. So far they
have not been interested at all and the public
are becoming more aware of the restrictions.
Access from 10am to 5pm for three quarters of
the year would let anglers off the hook on
most rivers as support for canoeing grows.
Douglas is also one of those actively
objecting to the EA’s canoeing third party
insurance requirements.
The problem on game rivers has only
developed since the war. Look at 1930s books
and there were lots of boats on the water.
Even such anti canoeing magazines as Salmon
& Trout have plenty of evidence in their own
pages against their position. In thirty to forty years there will
be access to most water most of the time but we will not get
there without the relevant statutes although even three to
four years will see improvements. There should be a charity

The Tay Marathon
(1968 to 2004)
The decline in marathon racing
26

The first race I ever won was the Tay Marathon in 1968, and
I completed it in a White Water racer, paddling 23 miles from
Dunkeld to Perth in a time of 2 hours 55 minutes. There was
an entry of 33 boats, of which 6 were doubles. Other entries
more notable than mine were John Anderson of the BCU who
came last in the same class, in a time of 3 hours 37 minutes, and
Marianne Tucker (who was soon to marry Alistair Wilson)
placed third in the Open K2 with Kay Emerson. Kenny Bryce
was paddling with Stewart Bryce, and Kelso Riddell (now SCA
treasurer and Forth Canoe Club supremo) came 5th out of 15
entries in the Slalom class, paddling from Bridge of Isla to
Perth.
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Andy Morton

were the days when many were able to compete at a high level in all
disciplines. Graham Mackereth, Director and owner of Pyranha
canoes, came 8th in the senior K1 field of 31, and I finished just two
minutes behind him in a time of 2 hours 56 minutes. The river was
not particularly low, as can be seen from the press photo of the
author shooting Stanley weir in his strange K1. But I was still a
beginner, finishing a good 14 minutes behind the British Champion,
Norman Jackson, who won the race. Scottish stalwarts, Kenny
Bryce, Dave Cuthill and Jock Young all paddled in the Junior K1
event from Bridge of Isla, and finished 11th, 13th and 17th
respectively. Even in a K1, Kenny took over 90 minutes to finish
the 11 mile course. Boat and paddle design have moved on
considerably since those days, so times are much faster now. Tim
Cornish was just ahead of Kenny, and he went on to be British
Champion on more than one occasion, and now holds high office in
the ICF. What’s more, he still wins medals at the World Masters’
events.

The two-day event
In the late seventies, the race developed into a serious two-day
event, from Firbush, at the west end of Loch Tay, to Perth. There
were four stages over a weekend, two each day, with a half hour
break between each stage. The total distance paddled was almost 60
miles and the best were able to complete the distance in well under
7 hours. The British team would come up the week before, and
quite a few paddlers came from abroad, including the South Africans
who would often win in style. I have an abiding memory of their
top paddlers getting off the water, after winning the gruelling 35
miles on the Sunday, then running across the North Inch with their
canoes to get first to the showers. Meanwhile I lay exhausted on the
riverbank, barely able to drag my canoe out of the water! I had to
wait till 1998 to get my revenge, but that’s another story...

A perfect day, shared by few
Sadly, interest in the event declined, and eventually it was
abandoned. Now, in the 21st century, the attraction of the shorter(!)
race from Dunkeld to Perth is such that the event attracts only a
handful of older competitors. The enthusiasm for such an adventure
seems to have slipped away over the years: now only a very few
have the desire, the stamina and the skill to take a K1 from Dunkeld
to Perth, particularly when the river is at winter level, as it was in
the most recent race of August 2004. Two of those were Alan and
Ian Tordoff, both now well into their thirties, but both white water
paddlers of the very highest calibre. And they demonstrated their
skill by paddling their ultra-slim craft from Dunkeld to Perth in a
little over two hours, paddling straight through the massive
turbulence of Campsie Linn and on down Stanley weir, Hell-Hole
corner and Thistlebrig with hardly a backward glance. Masters of the
Liffey in their K2 for many years, it was a pleasure and privilege to
race with them, albeit some distance behind!
The average age of the five competitors in the event was 40. The
sun shone, the river sparkled and there could not have been a more
perfect day. The surrounding scenery was stunning, yet we saw no
other canoeists on the water that Sunday afternoon last August.

Who is to blame?

The Players Championship

Why is there a decline in the number of competitors in marathon
racing? Many try to blame officials, coaches and older club
enthusiasts, but they are wrong to do so. There is a change in
culture, lifestyle and expectation in today’s youth, and in the adult
population too. The discipline and dedication required to master the
skills are too much for today’s youngsters, who are presented with
so many other more easily attained attractions and thrills. There’s a
whole host of exciting new sports in which they can expend their
energy. Sadly too, many others find the TV, the DVD player, the
computer, and the couch much more tempting, and evidence of
their mass inactivity is now only too apparent in the streets of
Britain.

The following year, the British Marathon Championship was run
on the same course, sponsored by Players - yes, the cigarette
manufacturer! By that time, I had acquired a White Water K1 - a
boat specially designed for the Liffey, Tay and Exe descents - with a
K1 hull and a White Water racing type deck and cockpit! You
could roll it easily, just like a slalom or white water boat.

Life moves on, but I have to say, I count myself enormously
lucky, almost 40 years on from that first race, to be physically fit and
strong enough to savour the delights of racing the mighty Tay. I
plan to return to the river for many more years, and I look forward
to the company of the few who share my passion for the sport. Do
join me.

There were over 80 entries from all over the UK, and from as far
afield as South Africa, Spain and Austria. Pauline Squires, British
Slalom Champion, won the ladies event, paddling in a K1, for those

Andy Morton still holds the record, paddling an understern K1, 23
miles from Dunkeld to Perth, in under 2 hours in 1985.

CANOEIST March 2005

27

Luing
A canoe by a Master Boatbuilder

At last year’s Beale Park Boat Show the Thames Traditional Boat Society
displayed a particularly fine open canoe with rowing rig, made by Master
Boatbuilder John Greenford. This is how he set about building Luing.

I had been thinking about another canoe for some time. The first
winter of retirement needed to be constructive. I did not wish to find
myself refurbishing the kitchen! Therefore I spent time trying to locate
suitable materials to build an up market Canadian canoe.
This craft had to be stronger than normal as I wanted to scull and sail
as well as paddle it. I decided that clinker construction would be
something I could achieve without making a mould but the cost of
buying mahogany is quite considerable. Also, cutting planks from slabs
of wood creates a lot of waste so I elected to use 6mm Bruynzeel
Regina mahogany plywood. However, I was aware that building any
craft this way would mean it was heavier than normal. To build a

canoe I required 3 sheets of ply and found I could obtain it from
Silverman in Andover. Other woods used included Brazilian
mahogany, English oak, ash and sycamore. (The latter three woods had
been grown locally near the Wychwoods of the Cotswolds.)
Having looked at various designs I decided to use the Peterborough
open Canadian style canoe. A deviation from the norm was to stretch
the length to 17 feet 2 inches in order to make the craft run better.
The Peterborough is
keeled with a slightly
rocker keel line but I
added a V shaped bottom
as this makes response
and paddling easier, The
bow/stern sections are
similar to the table offsets
on the drawings that I
used for reference. These
came from a book I was
lent called Canoecraft by
Ted Moores & Merilyn
Mohr.
I had six strakes on either side, using the technique of half moulds to
give the boat its shape at various stations. Having formed the shape
with the strakes the next step was to glue, using the West system of
epoxy resin, and nail the lands with copper nails. It took three nails
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between each pair of ribs (plus a fourth in each rib) to get the spacing
lined up. Now the canoe was ready for the ribs. These were at 10 inch
intervals and had to be steamed in order to take up their shape. For this
procedure I made a steam box which was connected to our old
Prestige pressure cooker with copper tubing. It took two people, one
on either side of the canoe, to bend the ribs into position; these were
then nailed in as described.
Next, the inwhale was glued in place, using U shaped ply pegs and
wedges at close intervals to hold it in place. The deck beams were then
formed and the decking stripes tapered into shape down to the bows
and stern. Two thwarts were shaped and glued into position, followed
by a thin capping to the inwale. To strengthen the canoe on the outer
side, with sculling in mind, an ash rubbing strip was added before the
final deck capping finished it off. Removable lattice wood seats for the
two canoeists or one sculler were constructed. Then two floorboards,
one on either side of the keel, were also made and fitted; these were in
two halves in order to make transport easier.

Finishing touches such a builder’s plate in brass, flag staff and the
canoe’s name were finally put in place. It took approximately 300
hours to build with the sculling and sailing additions on top. Luing was
launched in May 2004 and spent many hours in the water. Her maiden
cruise took place in France on the River Somme with the Thames
Traditional Boat Society. I calculated that she travelled approximately
70 miles under sculls in order to keep up with the double skiffs. She is
light to scull, runs nicely and, best of all, goes on the car roof.

John Greenford

Having finished construction, finishing touches such as filing nail
heads, rounding lands and glasspapering the hull had to be done ready
for Blake’s Sealer both inside and out. Finally, varnishing took place
and I decided that at least four coats were preferable.
Now I turned to the various methods of propulsion that I had in mind.
A canoe is primarily for paddling, therefore two paddles were made,
each sixty inches long with a seven inch blade, in mahogany with
silver spruce. However, if the canoe was to be sculled or sailed a
rudder was needed so I made a cap to fit to the stern on which to
mount it. The rudder had a yoke for steering and was kept in situ with
rope ties.
To scull required riggers and I designed ones which folded and were of
a clamp on type that could be easily removed for transport. For
working the canoe I made thole pins instead of rowlocks because of
the ability to remove the blades in the case of an emergency. There
was a clamp on stretcher for feet and a removable lattice seat with
backrest for the cox. Finally, I purchased a pair of old tulip blade sculls
on which I did a lot of work to make them more canoe friendly.
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For sailing I needed to add a mast, mast step, mast support, boom and
sail. As this was to be a balanced lugg design a yard was made on
which to lash the sail of Terylene that came from a racing dinghy. A
pivoting leeboard supported on a brace across the two gunwales was
constructed to clamp in place when sailing.
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Isla, Jura, Scarba, Lunga, and the islands of the sea,
Luing, Mull, Colonsay, Staffa, Coll, Iona and Tiree

Access and passage are not necessarily permitted and safe under all conditions.

flow is westwards there is a strong eddy on the north
side and if there are westerly winds opposing the flow
the race runs from the west entrance for 1.5km
towards Lunga. The area just south of the island is
known to be difficult. Nevertheless, herons and otters
use the sound and there seem to be lobster pots around
much of the island, which has clear water.
To the west of the sound a panorama of islands
opens out, Guirasdeal close in, then the Garvellachs,
then Mull, rising in lines of irregular peaks. This is part
of a wonderful seascape which continues towards
Colonsay. The highest point of Scarba, 449m Cruach
Scarba, is only 800m from the shoreline. The strata dip
to the southeast so the northwest side of the island is
steeper and higher. At intervals there are caves, not at
water level but in gaps below strata beds. In calm
conditions, this not being a trip to be undertaken with

The world’s
second
largest
whirlpool
NASA

T

he Sound of Jura tapers in towards its
northern end. As the tide floods northwards it
is squeezed, at its top end finding several
routes to escape to the Firth of Lorn. These routes are
all fairly constricted and some dramatic water results.
In Argyll & Bute, the island forms part of the
Scarba, Lunga & the Garvellachs National Scenic Area.
Rugged and bleak, it covers 18km2. Also called the
Isle of Cormorants, it probably takes its name from the
Norse skarpoe, rough isle. With schist at the east end
and quartzite at the west, it is near the southern side of
the Highland Boundary Fault.
The nearest access point without an open crossing
from a mainland public road is at Traigh nam Musgan
(N802087). There is some poor parking in an area
which seems to be used for dumping farm waste,
including slurry. The route from here passes the

Scarba

Approaching Scarba. Jura and the Gulf of Corryvreckan are on the left and Lunga and the Grey Dogs on the right beyond the end of Luing.
southern ends of Shuna (Jan 87 guide) and Luing (Sep
85 guide) and crosses Shuna Sound and the Sound of
Luing. An alternative shorter approach is to take the
ferry to Luing and launch from Black Mill Bay.
This guide starts from the small island towards the
north end of the east side. Inside it is what serves as a
jetty. There are no harbours. The east side is wooded,
mostly deciduous with the occasional pine. Before the
bracken and heather get going there are plenty of
spring flowers, bluebells, primroses, celandines,
violets and thrift. Wrack, limpets and cockles
occupy the shoreline and the birdlife includes
oystercatchers, blackbacked gulls, greylag
geese and buzzards while peacock
butterflies give the appearance of being
weather worn, perhaps a true
reflection of the conditions.
Rubh’a’Chùil faces Lunga across
Bealach a’Choin Ghlais, the Little
Corryvreckan Gulf. In the
middle of the entrance is Eilean
a’Bhealaich, marked by a
leaning white pole. To the west
Firth of Lorn
of this small island run the Grey
Dogs, a significant tide race
with standing waves, a play area
or somewhere to avoid,
depending on the conditions. It
flows west from an hour before
Dover high water on spring tides
or twenty minutes before Dover
high water on neaps. It is
eastgoing on springs from five
hours twenty minutes after Dover
high water and on neaps from six
hours after Dover high water although it
is not unusual for these times to be up to an
hour out. Spring flows run at 16km/h. When the

significant wind or swell, there are
a number of cobble beaches
where it is possible to
land, including

Lunga

Bealach a’Choin Ghlais

Eilean a’Bhealaich
Rubha’a’Chùil
Sound of Luing

Port an
Eag-uillt

Port
an
Eag-uillt.
As well as being
the Isle of Cormorants there are
shags and rafts of guillemots.
The Gulf of Corryvreckan
can be one of the most
ferocious pieces of water in
the British Isles. The tidal range at the
west end is 3.4m whereas 1.6km away at
the east end it is only 1.5m and high water is
thirty minutes earlier. At spring tides there can be
Scarba
900mm difference, the kind of fall on a white water
river. The westwards flow through the gulf can be
16km/h with eddies nearly as strong as the main flow,
Maol
Buidhe
the 32km/h differential across the eddyline helping
set up the Corryvreckan whirlpool which is the
Bàgh
world’s second largest, outdone only by
Gleann
a’Mhaoil
Norway’s Maelstrom. Eastwards flows
Caves

Port nan
Sliseag

Sound of Jura
Caves
Rubha Righinn
Whirlpool

Gulf of Corryvreckan
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Eilean a’Bhealaich in the entrance to Bealach a’Choin Ghlais with the end of Lunga, the Sound of Luing and Luing beyond.

Barry Howell

The Grey Dogs tame in Bealach a’Choin Ghlais at neap tide. Beyond is Lunga w

Swell in the Gulf of Corryvreckan
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run to 11km/h. The bottom is very uneven.
The Hag or Cailleach rises quickly from over
100m to 29m deep 400m off Camas nan
Bàirneach. Steeper on the east side, this rock
arm sets up what is, effectively, a roostertail
which can be up to 8m high and can be heard
16km away. Currents set towards the Scarba
shore and are much stronger on the north side.

Eddies form downstream of points and there are
overfalls where eddies meet the main flow. A strong
flow runs eastwards from five hours thirty minutes
after Dover high water at springs and from six hours
after Dover high water at neaps. The westgoing flow
runs from an hour and ten minutes before Dover high
water on springs and twenty minutes before Dover
high water on neaps. This westgoing flow is stronger
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Scarba

Guide

The northwest coast of Scarba.

with Guirasdeal to the left and the Garvellachs just visible through the haze on the horizon.
and can have heavy overfalls for 8km at the west end
as part of the Great Race which can run for 12km
from ten minutes after Dover high water. When this
westwards flow is running there is a huge eddy on the
north side of the west end. Conditions are more
exposed at the west end and it can break right across to
the Jura shore with wind against tide. Ugly conditions
can also be produced if there is any swell.

In calm conditions it is possible to land between the
rocks below the cliffs but conditions do not stay calm
for long. The island has fallow and red deer and these
watch from close by, interested rather than concerned.
The gulf is named after the cauldron of Brechan,
grandson of Niall of the Nine Hostages, High King of
Ireland, who drowned here with his entire fleet of fifty
curraghs about 1,400 years ago. Later, one of his ribs
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Scarba

Rubha nam Faoileann towards the most westerly point on Scarba.

The western end of the Gulf of Corryvreckan with Eilean Mòr and Jura beyond.
rose to greet kinsman St Columba as he sailed past,
becoming caught in the whirlpool himself but stilling
it by casting in some earth from the grave of his friend,
St Kiaran, which he happened to have with him. How
the owner of the rib was identified is not clear but
stalks of kelp do passable impressions today. A Gaelic
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translation of the name means speckled corrie. Another
explanation is that Brechan was a Norwegian prince
who fell in love with an island chief’s daughter and
was required to prove himself by anchoring in the
whirlpool for three days and nights with successive
cables of hemp, wool and maidens’ hair. Each failed in
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Caves facing onto the Gulf of Corryvreckan.
turn, the latter because one of the hair contributors
was not as innocent as she should have been and her
hair was under strength, and the prince drowned. His
body was dragged ashore by his dog and buried under
a stone in Uamh Bhreacain cave. Why he did not
drown on either of the previous nights is not clear.
The gulf has claimed many lives and a cruiser had a
near miss going through sideways during the Second

World War. A more recent story relates to Donald
Ross, who kept sheep on Scarba in the 1950s and 60s.
His dog fell in and drowned. That night Donald
dreamed that the dog was on a particular rock and, in
the morning, found this to be the case.
On the south side of the gulf Eilean Mòr and Eilean
Beag precede Bàgh Gleann nam Muc and 190m high
An Cruachan, the most northerly peak on Jura.

Admiralty Charts
and pilots used in
preparing this guide
have been
sponsored by the
UK Hydrographic
Office.

The Gulf of Corryvreckan with Jura beyond.
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Scarba

The Gulf of Corryvreckan with Eilean Mòr conspicuous. The picture was taken on a calm day, near slack water and the flow still toward

38

CANOEIST March 2005

Scarba

Guide

ds the whirlpool, the breaking wave of which is just visible on the horizon immediately to the right of the main line of dark turbulence.
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Scarba

Lava rolls at Port nan Sliseag.

FACT FILE
Distance
Scarba is 6km long and lies 4km off the
Craignish peninsula, 9km from the A816.
Campsite
There is a campsite 20km away at
Lochgilphead.
Youth Hostel
Oban youth hostel is 28km away.
OS 1:50,000 Sheet
55 Lochgilphead & Loch Awe
Admiralty Charts
SC2169 Approaches to the Firth of Lorn
(1:75,000)
SC2326 Loch Crinan to the Firth of Lorn
(1:25,000)
2343 Gulf of Corryvreckan & Approaches
(1:25,000)
Tidal Constants
L Beag: HW Dover - 6 hrs 20 mins, LW
Dover - 6 hrs
Glengarrisdale Bay: HW Dover - 5 hrs 30
mins, LW Dover - 5 hrs 20 mins
Forecasts
Weathercall: Caledonia, 09066 526 247
Sea Area: Malin
Submarine Exercsie Areas
Mull, Jura Sound, 0410 321704
Lifeboats
All weather: Oban
Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre
Clyde, 01475 729988
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At Rubha Righinn slack is two
hours before low or high water and
there is a southwesterly eddy into the
gulf when the stream is northwards in
the Sound of Luing. On the far side
of the sound Rèisa Mhic Phaidean
stands off the Craignish peninsula
(Sep 94 guide).
There are two houses on Scarba,
one being a grey building
overlooking Bàgh Gleann a’Mhaoil,
which has a relatively accessible
boulder beach and slack conditions
when a westgoing eddy runs from the
eastgoing stream.
103m Maol Buidhe stands close to
the shore. Off it might be seen some
of the island’s colony of common
seals or even submarines exercising in

the Sound of Luing. Strong tidal streams separate
from the coast with calmer water inshore and a
northgoing eddy on a southerly stream.
Port nan Sliseag hardly deserves the name although
it has some interesting lava rolls resisting the sea. The
other house is the prominent white Kilmory Lodge,
standing above the site of a chapel which must have
had a rather limited congregation.
Back on the mainland, around Traigh nam Musgan
there are limited facilities. Despite its limited season
and lack of licensing, the Cabin near the Lord of the
Isles public house in Croabh Haven is recommended
as being user friendly.
The loss of the Arduaine campsite, now a building
plot, is regretted by many sea paddlers in the area.
Traighuaine bed and breakfast, up from the shore and
with fantastic views over the area, are happy for
groups of prebooked paddlers to camp on the lawn
once the rooms are all taken.

Kilmory Lodge, the main dwelling above the treeline on Scarba.
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Touring
Coniston
What made it so good? The weather, for one thing, sunny and clear
but not freezing and as a gentle breeze, and at Water Park, Coniston,
we could make the most of this as we walked amongst the trees and
fields, stood and chatted by the bay or glided over the lake. The
comfort of the spacious, warm house encouraged sociability and
provided ample space for the various meetings and activities which the
organizers put on for us. Perhaps we could do it more cheaply
elsewhere but it was worth every penny. Jan Poskitt and her helpers
deserve great credit for organizing the event. We decided to return in
2006.
The turnout was high; indeed, the Poskitts had to return home on
both nights as there was no room left at the inn. We renewed
acquaintance with faces I, at least, haven’t seen for a good while,
Simon and Sheila Fishwick, Peter and Penny Oakley, Dave Seddon,
for example. The commodore, John Bull, and his wife, Pat, were with
us on Saturday afternoon for a special occasion.
After greetings and enjoying a tasty buffet supper on Friday evening
we got down to serious business on Saturday, which for most of us
meant strolling down to the water and, in the sunshine, watching our
more hardy friends launch onto the lake whilst, of course, looking at
new craft and making sage remarks. I couldn’t help noticing three lady
members sitting on a sunny bench and enjoying what seemed to be a
hearty chinwag. It was that sort of do.
Considerable animation arose when Paul Woudhuysen presented to
his wife, Renate, a spanking new, strip planked canoe as a totally
unexpected birthday present. She was quite overcome. It is a lovely
craft with an addition of a pair of outriggers set forward and well clear
of the water. The idea is that only when the canoe heels significantly
do the outriggers touch the water, retard further heeling and render
capsize very unlikely. If this should ever happen the outriggers make
righting and re-entry much, much easier.
Bernard O’Connor then gave us instruction and practice at
throwing a line to someone in difficulty on the water, normally from
the bank. We aimed the various different types at a plastic box on the
shore and it soon became apparent that good aim is not all that easy
and that throwing from a canoe, especially with a boom swinging
about, might be pretty difficult, food for thought.
After lunch Dave Poskitt, using his own multihull Osprey and
Renate’s new craft as visual aids, gave us an interesting talk on
outriggers. He explained two quite different functions. The central
hull on Osprey cannot serve as a craft on its own. The outriggers,
designed to rest on the water when on an even keel, provide essential
buoyancy which is of such magnitude and positioned so far out from
the centre of the craft as a whole that the boat enjoys very high
stability. However, capsize in very high winds is possible but the force
required would, by design, break the mast first and thus prevent

overturning in this way. On Renate’s boat, as explained earlier, their
purpose is different, analogous (as someone remarked) to stability
wheels on a child’s bike.
We then returned to the house to watch Keith Morris’ video of
Steve Robinson in a monohull deliberately capsizing at Rother Valley.
He described in more detail what was happening and the discussion
broadened to issues of size and positioning of buoyancy. Commodore
John Bull stressed the importance of side tanks. It also became clear
that the mast and sail could pose serious problems in an attempt to
right a canoe. Some form of buoyancy (a bottle taped to the masthead,
plastic pellets or balls in the mast) would be useful. John Bull went on
to point out that discussion could only be a start; action was necessary
if any real improvement is to be made.
In the evening, after a glass or two of mulled wine, we sat down to a
tasty dinner, followed by presentations of trophies. The first, the
Iceberg Trophy for fortitude in braving the elements at this time of
year, went to Renate Woudhuysen. (‘It’s the first trophy I’ve ever,
won!’) The OCA Trophy for a special contribution to the OCSG was
presented, unusually, not to an individual but to an organization,
namely the firm Solway Dory for its developments in canoe sailing
design. Jan Poskitt stepped up for the trophy. Finally, Steve Robinson
received the race ranking trophy (2nd year running) after D Poskitt
and K Morris were given medals for 3rd and 2nd respectively.
Afterwards, Keith showed us slides of the Scottish trip he and four
other members made in the summer, entitled Lazily past Luing.
I think many of us felt a touch of envy as we gazed at the beautiful
pictures. No winter meet would come up to scratch without a Rod
Levene raffle which, as usual, seemed to have prizes enough for
everyone. I think it raised £40! It was midnight before most of us
turned in for the night.
Sunday brought slightly more overcast skies and a fresher breeze, still
tempting enough for some to brave the elements. Over the two days
about ten canoes took to the water, including the Oakley’s which,
under paddle, reached the landing sage at the northern end.
Some of us competed in a game of tabletop sailing race which
involves decisions on when to tack etc. Volunteers for the OCSG
stand at the International Canoe Exhibition were sorted out and a brief
meeting on the Swedish trip was held. As the ferries to Gothenburg
are already well booked it was realized that members had to decide
there and then whether to go or not. The final session indoors was a
discussion on what to take on a canoe sailing outing based on what
emergencies might arise. Steve Robinson led this informative meeting.
All in all it was a busy, interesting weekend. The OCSG is very
fortunate in having so many individuals who are prepared to share
their expertise and experience with us. A big thank you to all
contributors and organizers!

Roy Bonner

Do you know
Stitch and tape building
I am considering the idea to build myself a stitch and tape solo
canoe, sort of a short distance, weekend tourer, to be used mostly on
the Danube where river flow is usually around 5km/h but sometimes
a wind can be a nuisance and, of course, I’d like to do a lot of
birding from it so I would need no rocker, a relatively fast and stable
boat that would be easy to propel and it should be cheap and easy to
build!
My questions are
(1) Do you know any particular boat plan that fits into this
description (I’m almost 190cm tall and weigh nearly 90kg) and
(2) Can you recommend any Yahoo group that attracts canoe
builders to share experiences?
These days I’m writing a research paper on kingfishers on the
Danube in Belgrade.

Dragan Simic

This issue contains our annual buyer’s guide, including kits. There is a Selway
Fisher users’ group website at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sfd_builders_sailors
and a web search should bring you a range of others.

Kayak paper
On the baidarka discussion list someone has referred me to a story
in May 2003. It was about a paper and PVA
canoe journey on the Thames. Can’t see this
edition on your back copy list. Is it possible to
get a copy of the story please? Could use
interlibrary loans but suspect you will be more
helpful.

Edwin Deady
It is the lead story in that issue, available at £2.95 inc
P&P.

CANOEIST March 2005

41

Bowron
on a
budget
Setting off in the evening sun.
A log cabin for cooking and drying out.
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Carved canoe paddles decorate a shelter.
It seems to me that, in life, we can choose to have either lots of
money or lots of time; at the time of this trip we were students and
erred towards the lots of time end of the spectrum and were somewhat
lacking in the money department. Steve and I embarked on planning

our trip to British Columbia with cost cutting in mind. The Bowron
Lakes, situated in the Cariboo Mountains of eastern British Columbia,
Canada, are a roughly rectangular string of nine major lakes and
connecting waterways. The circuit is 116km in length and consists of

Letty on the 2.4km portage to Kibbee Lake at the beginning of the circuit.
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Unna Lake and Isaac Lake campsites.
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Letty with the sail made from two paddles and a Pertex sleeping bag liner.

46

CANOEIST March 2005

Extreme gunwale bobbing by Steve.
The grazing cow moose.
Bowron, Indianpoint, Isaac, Lanezi, Sandy and Spectacle Lakes, a
number of smaller lakes and streams and the Bowron, Isaac and
Cariboo Rivers. Linking the waterways are sections of portages,
ranging from 400m to 2.8km. The way the lakes and rivers link
together are somewhat a geological phenomenon and, once on the
circuit, we were in the wilderness (slightly contrived for the real
purists, more on this later) for the entire 80 miles.
Getting to the Bowron Lakes Provincial Park can be quite an
adventure in itself. It is, as they say, miles away from anywhere, partly
why we liked it! We flew to Vancouver, caught the overnight
Greyhound to Quesnel and then had to hitch 80 miles, the last 20
miles of which was a dirt road. For those with more cash to spare, a
hire car would be an option or, for those with even more cash to
spare, you can get there by seaplane. I think, on the whole, we
enjoyed hitching because it allowed for some interaction with the local
people and, towards the end of the road, people knew we could only
be going to do one thing.
When we arrived at the start of the circuit there was a small flourish
of civilization, a store, a few boat outfitters, campsites and cabins. We

managed to hire a boat with ease from a friendly but simultaneously
imposing man called Mr Becker, who owned and ran most of the
concerns in the area. He allowed us to keep the boat, barrels, paddles,
buoyancy aids, wheels etc for one circuit, however long it took,
although the Park puts a limit of 14 days on your journey.
Most people spend about five or six days on the circuit, weather
permitting, but we chose to spend as long as we could. For us this
meant as long as our barrel of food would last and, in the end, we
made it stretch to ten days. Hitching to the start meant we had
travelled quite lightly, ie a backpack each, and Mr Becker was amazed
at how little we had. We soon found out the reason behind his
amazement; our Canadian counterparts came prepared with most of
the trappings of modern day living. They had double gas burners with
pancake making attachments, axes, saws, large seemingly non
waterproof tents, fishing equipment, chairs, tables, you name it! They
were a friendly bunch and would willingly share their food and even
whisky. We were quite glad of one couple who gave us some bread
and fruit after our tenth consecutive lunch of jellybeans, peanuts and
raisins. They were also keen to let us sit under their makeshift tarpaulin
shelters, handy for sitting out the storms.
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Letty Sudds and Stephen Ashworth photographs

Steve plays on the gentle rapids of the Isaac River.
That brings me on to the weather; we did start out in perfect
afternoon sunshine although it didn’t last for much more of the trip.
We did the circuit in mid September, when it is a bit cooler and less
prone to insects. If you look at pictures of the Bowron Lakes they
most often show images of dark and foreboding scenes with black
mountains silhouetted against grey skies. While they had many moods,
this seemed to be their favourite. This is not to say we didn’t enjoy the
experience; after all, the dramatic views and dark skies were part of its
charm. By the end we had encountered all manner of weather,
including snow, and one particularly nasty storm which left us
shorebound for a day.
Some of the best times were when it was calm and we were able to
sneak up and get a close look at some of the abundant wildlife; we saw
beavers, otters, fishing ospreys, muskrats and bald headed eagles. The
scenery was fantastic with the snow capped Cariboo Mountains
forming a backdrop and all this beauty set to the haunting sound of a
distant loon. Then, to top it all, in the evening we’d sit and cook
dinner on an open fire, allowed in the park. Because of our leisurely
approach to doing the circuit we often had free time in camp in the
afternoon and so egged each other on into various activities such as the
sport of extreme gunnel bobbing.
We did not come across any bears, which has both its good and bad
sides! We did, however, have a magical experience with a cow moose.
We came across her on the banks of Spectacle Lake; after losing sight
of her for a while we looked back to see her swimming in the water. It
was quite windy; we had even been sailing earlier in the day and,
being downwind of her, we decided to paddle towards her to get a
closer look. She was diving down to pull up reeds from the bottom of
the lake and would come up with a mouth full of greenery, shake her
head and then munch her pickings. In all we spent about an hour with
her, getting to within about five metres; we were close enough that
we could hear her munching. She was very aware that we were there
but did not appear to be too disturbed by our presence. It seems as if
she knew she was in a protected environment and the only shooting
that goes on is through a camera lens.
The park is very well managed. We did have to pay a registration
fee and booking is highly recommended in high season. We got maps
and other information and, in addition, the money we paid went to
improving the portaging paths, building bear caches/boxes, providing
wood and an emergency service in case anything goes wrong.
Everyone participating in the circuit must watch a short video
beforehand. The park limits the number of people that go on the
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circuit to about 26 canoes a day. There are 54 campsites. Essentially,
this means that we did have to share our wilderness experience with
others; sometimes we got a campsite or even a cabin to ourselves but,
more often than not, we had to share. Sharing can be good; we got to
meet some interesting folk who had many canoeing and wildlife stories
to tell, of which some, I’m sure, were pure fable or fabrication. During
the daytime we met other parties from time to time but it didn’t really
spoil the wilderness feel unless, as I mentioned earlier, one is a purist.
When we got back to civilization the first towns we came across
were Wells and Bakerville, about 28km away from the canoe circuit.
We made the mistake of hitching to Bakerville in search of some food
and a campsite. Having waived goodbye to our kind lift giver, we
realized it was a mock gold rush town and someone in an outfit
resembling that of a cowboy told us we were better off heading to
Wells. Wells, at first, seemed like it wasn’t going to be much better; all
it lacked was the tumbleweed! However, we were surprised how
friendly it was with its few bars, campsite with a hot tub and general
store. The general store owner wanted to pass the time of day with us,
chatting for hours, telling of stories of the great snow, when it snowed
so much it came up to the second floor windows.
The Bowron Lakes circuit was great, very organized and well
managed but also with a big wilderness feel. It wasn’t a difficult circuit
and would suit intermediate paddlers with some knowledge of canoe
journeying and camping. The large lakes can get very exciting in
windy conditions and there was one small grade one rapid as we exited
the south end of Isaac Lake. Some more information sources are listed
below. British Colombia has many great wild places; we combined our
canoeing trip with a five day walk on the West Coast Trail on
Vancouver Island.

Letty Sudds works on the Outdoor Studies Degree course at St Martin’s
College, Ambleside. She is a mountaineer, paddler and journeywoman and has
led treks in the Alps, Himalayas, Tuscany, Scotland and the Lake District.

Other sources of information
http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/bowron.htm
http://www.chrisharris.com/bowron.html
http://www.beckerslodge.ca
Bowron Lakes: British Columbia’s Wilderness Canoe Circuit, Chris Harris
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Perception
Perception
Dagger
Dagger
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Perception
Selway Fisher
Dennis Davis
Dennis Davis
P&H
P&H
Perception
Necky
Necky
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
Fyne
P&H
P&H
Old Town
Fyne

Acadia/Expedition
Carolina/Expedition
Charleston 14
Charleston 15
Chesapeake 14
Chesapeake 16
Chesapeake 16LT
Chesapeake 17
Chesapeake 17LT
Chesapeake 18
Chesapeake Double
Chesapeake Triple
Contour Expedition
Dart 16
DK14
DK16
Easky 13
Easky 15
Horizon Expedition
Manitou
Manitou Sport
Mill Creek 13
Mill Creek 15
Mill Creek 16.5
North Bay
North Bay XL
Orca 14
Orca 16
Otter
Pax 18

A Flat water touring kayaks

JO Watercraft

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

Palm
Palm

Contact

L
L
C

L
L
C, L
C
C

C, L

C, L
C, L
C, L
C, L

Also for

HDPE
HDPE
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
HDPE
Plywood
Ply
Ply
Poly
Poly
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
Ockoume
3 layer poly
3 layer poly
Lin polyethylene
Ockoume

Materials

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
3
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

3.74 x 720
4.47 x 650
4.29 x 630
4.57 x 630
4.30 x 540
4.87 x 590
4.77 x 580
5.18 x 610
5.15 x 590
5.48 x 620
6.40 x 760
6.40 x 760
4.85 x 640
4.80 x 810
4.50 x 610
4.80 x 690
4.15 x 670
4.58 x 600
4.88 x 760
3.90 x 650
3.30 x 670
3.96 x 750
4.57 x 680
5.02 x 840
5.66 x 510
5.66 x 560
4.10 x 610
4.68 x 580
2.90 x 700
5.48 x 550

Seats Length (m) x
beam (mm)

22/24
22/25
23
24
16
19
19
20
20
22
30
31
27
19
20
20
21
23
387
20
19
18
20
28
22
22
21
25
18
17

Weight (kg)

£350.00/399.00
£375.00/499.00
£399.00 - 499.00
£399.00 - 499.00
£580.00
£660.00
£650.00
£680.00
£675.00
£685.00
£800.00
£850.00
£550.00
£25.00
£15.00
£15.00
£449.00+
£449.00+
£650.00
£449.00
£399.00
£660.00
£680.00
£700.00
£680.00
£685.00
£749.00+
£649.00+
£299.00
£792.00

Price (inc VAT)

tate the page ->
ro

Generic name Model

For our buyer’s guide this year we invited most of the manufacturers and importers trading in Britain. Boats which fold, deflate or can be dismantled in other ways for easier transport are shown in
blue. Kits are shown in green. Plans are shown in red. We list only the price recommended by the manufacturer, importer or designer. Individual retailers’ prices may vary. All data has been supplied
by companies as listed. Models are only listed for one use although alternative intended uses are indicated.

The BUYER'S DIRECTORY - 2005

Remember you can
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Pax 20
Polarity
Pungo 100
Pungo 120/DT
Pungo 140
Pursuit 10
Pursuit 11
Santacruz
Stealth
Tsunami 140/DT
Tsunami 145/DT
Twin Otter
Vista/Expedition
Voyager
West River
Wild One Centre/Sport
Zoar Sport

Wenonah
Selway Fisher
Wenonah
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Old Town
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Dennis Davis
Dennis Davis
Wenonah
Wenonah
Wenonah
Selway Fisher
Mad River
Selway Fisher
Mad River
Mad River
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Old Town
Old Town
Wild Dog

Adirondak
Adirondack Guide
Aurora
Baby Kate
Baby Raven Assymetric
Baby Raven
Baby Wren
Beaver
Camper
Chris
Christine
DD19
DD23
Encounter
Escapade
Escape
Explorer
Explorer KX
Explorer 15
Explorer 15 RX
Explorer 16 RX
Fisher Freight
Guide
Guide 147
Guide 160
Helen’s Special

B Flat water touring canoes

Fyne
Riot
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Pelican
Pelican
Necky
Riot
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Old Town
Perception
Riot
Fyne
Wild Things
Necky
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G, L
C

C
C

C
C
C
C
C
C

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

E
E

WW Consultancy E
WW Consultancy E

WW Consultancy E

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

JO Watercraft

Outdoor Active

Outdoor Active

JO Watercraft

PeakUK

PeakUK
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Acoloca
Acoloca
JO Watercraft
PeakUK
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
JO Watercraft

Kevlar/Royalex 2
Ply
2
Kevlar/Royalex 2
Ply
1
Ply
1
Ply
1
Plywood
1
Plywood
2/3
Royalex
2-4
Plywood
1
Plywood
2
Ply
2
Ply
2
Kevlar composite 1
Composite/Kevlar 3
Kevlar composite 2
Cedar strip
3
Kevlar
2
Cedar strip
3
Royalex
2
Royalex
2
Plywood
6
Plywood
3
Poly Link 3
2/3
Poly Link 3
2-4
Cedar composite 2

Ockoume
1
Cross-Max
2
Polyethylene
1
Polyethyl/Duralite 1
Polyethylene
1
Ram-X
1
Ram-X
1
Lin polyethylene 1
Cross-Max
1
Polyethyl/Duralite 1
Polyethyl/Duralite 1
Poly Link 3
2
HDPE
2
Cross-Max
1
Ockoume
1
Superlinear PE 1
Lin polyethylene 1

4.87 x 910
3.79 x 760
4.87 x 920
1.83 x 490
3.66 x 800
3.66 x 820
3.66 x 820
4.70 x 940
5.00 x 900
3.05 x 920
4.19 x 790
4.73 x 920
4.14 x 840
5.18 x 800
5.02 x 890
5.36 x 870
4.80 x 850
4.96 x 880
4.52 x 850
4.49 x 910
4.86 x 890
6.10 x 1,340
5.39 x 920
4.40 x 960
4.90 x 1,000
4.72 x 850

5.99 x 490
5.03 x 660
3.05 x 760
3.66 x 740
4.27 x 710
3.05 x 710
3.50 x 710
3.65 x 700
3.79 x 610
4.27 x 610
4.42 x 620
4.30 x 800
4.85 x 820
3.96 x 620
5.48 x 560
3.35 x 620
4.26 x 640

18 - 28
18
18 - 29
6
22
22
18
25
26
15
20
25
25
17 - 27
17 - 27
17 - 28
23
24
23
28
33
75
50
33
37
20

18
35
22
18/22
24
18
20
19
20
22
24
30
33/35
25
21
18
25

£1,075.00 - 1,749.00
£30.00
£1,099.00 - 1,799.00
£24.00
£28.00
£25.00
£16.00
£24.00
£949.00
£18.00
£22.00
£15.00
£15.00
£999.00 - 1,649.00
£1,299.00 - 2,399.00
£999.00 - 1,999.00
£30.00
£2,029.00
£36.0
£999.00
£1,100.00
£36.00
£36.00
£599.00
£629.00
£65.00

£792.00
£1,100.00
£450.00
£525.00/699.00
£599.00
£379.00
£429.00
£399.00/499.00
£545.00
£650.00/850.00
£699.00
£499.00
£475.00/525.00
£579.00
£710.00
£315.00/365.00
£749.00

Remember you can
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Rainbow
Zelezny
Dagger
Dagger

Apachi
Bert
Blackwater 10.5
Blackwater 13.5

C Flat water recreational kayaks

Recreation UK
Recreation UK
Palm
Palm

Outdoor Active
Acoloca
Outdoor Active

Wild-Water
Outdoor Active

Outdoor Active

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

Outdoor Active
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

A
A

F

E

E
E
E
E
H
H

WW Consultancy E
WW Consultancy E
E
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

Polylink
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene

Cedar composite
Royalex
Royalex
3 layer poly
Kevlar
Kevlar
Wood/fabric
Ply
Plywood
Ply
Kevlar composite
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
3 layer poly
Royalex
Royalex
Plywood/Cedar
Plywood
Ply
Graphite/Kevlar
Plywood/Cedar
Plywood
Plywood
Cedar
Cedar composite
Cedar composite
Plastic
Kevlar/Royalex
Ply
Kevlar/Royalex
Ram-X
Kevlar composite
Ockoume
Ply
Plywood
Plywood
Clinker ply
Plywood

3
1
1
2

2
2
2
3
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
3/4
3/4
2
3
2-4
2-4
2
2
2
1
2
3
2
2
2
2
1
3
1
2
3
1
2
2
2
2/3
2
2

4.87 x 900
3.01 x 630
3.20 x 660
4.11 x 660

4.72 x 850
4.64 x 880
5.11 x 900
5.40 x 850
5.18 x 860
5.49 x 870
4.80 x 710
3.36 x 810
3.50 x 690
5.64 x 850
5.66 x 880
4.30 x 1,000
4.70 x 1,000
3.70 x 800
5.18 x 870
5.00 x 870
5.20 x 900
4.70 x 920
4.76 x 830
4.27 x 830
5.05 x 780
4.76 x 880
5.48 x 910
4.83 x 920
4.80 x 850
5.18 x 850
5.18 x 850
3.30 x 700
5.05 x 810
3.05 x 660
5.18 x 910
5.30 x 960
5.18 x 730
4.75 x 830
3.88 x 1,010
3.96 x 910
4.80 x 970
4.58 x 920
4.83 x 840

35
17
20
35

20
26
30
40
17
18
20
18
9
27
18 - 28
26
32
16
35
26
29
23/26
27
19
14 - 25
23/25
31
25
30
20
20
209
18 - 26
16
18 - 30
37
14 - 26
24
23
23
28
27
22

£599.00
£330.00
£349.00/399.00
£499.00/549.00

£1,900.00
£969.00
£989.00
£829.00
£1,999.00
£2,099.00
£397.00
£28.00
£16.00
£40.00
£1,399.00 - 1,999.00
£899.00
£949.00
£649.00
£829.00
£999.00
£1,099.00
£25.00/36.00
£25.00
£32.00
£999.00 - 1,999.00
£28.00/42.00
£30.00
£24.00
£25.00
£65.00
£65.00
£385.00
£1,049.00 - 1,699.00
£24.00
£1,199.00 - 1,999.00
£509.00
£999.00 - 1,649.00
£352.00
£26.00
£20.00
£24.00
£40.00
£18.00
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Wild Dog
Helen’s Special
Mad River
Horizon 15 RX
Mad River
Horizon 17 RX
Mobile Adventure Hunter
Wenonah
Jensen 17
Wenonah
Jensen 18
Fyne
Jozebote
Selway Fisher
Kate
Selway Fisher
Little Kate
Selway Fisher
Marathon
Wenonah
Minesota II
Old Town
Osprey 140
Old Town
Osprey 155
Old Town
Pack
Mobile Adventure Peace River Cruiser
Old Town
Penobscot 16
Old Town
Penobscot 17
Selway Fisher
Pete/Strip
Selway Fisher
Peterborough
Selway Fisher
Peterborough 14’
Wenonah
Prism
Selway Fisher
Prospector/Strip
Selway Fisher
Ralph
Selway Fisher
Raven
Selway Fisher
Robin
Wild Dog
Seventeen
Wild Dog
Seventeen
Rotomod
Solo
Wenonah
Solo Plus
Selway Fisher
Sophia
Wenonah
Spirit II
Pelican
Touring 17
Wenonah
Voyager
Fyne
Wastwater
Selway Fisher
Waterboy
Selway Fisher
Waterman 13
Selway Fisher
Waterman 14
Selway Fisher
Woodland
Selway Fisher
Wren
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Conquest
Cyphur
Cypress
Dancer Pro Club
Delta
Dolphin 1
Dolphin 2
Fiesta
Force 1
Force 3/5
Kiwi 2
Kiwi 3
Looksha Sport LV
Pamlico 100
Pamlico 120
Pamlico 135T
Pamlico 140
Pamlico 145T
Pamlico 145T Pro
Pamlico 160T
Quest
Ranger
Sierra/Expedition
Sky
Sky 2
Sundance
Wave
Zoom

Ocean Kayak
Pelican
Pelican
Ocean Kayak
Bic
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Pelican
Islander
Riot
Ocean Kayak
Perception
Perception
Ocean Kayak
Islander

Aegean
Apex I
Apex II
Ambush
Bilbo
Cabo
Caper/Angler
Castaway
Cayman
Crystal
Drifter/Angler
Freedom Beach/Surf
Freedom 2 Beach/Surf
Frenzy
Frolic

D Flat water sit ons

Rotomod
Rotomod
Dagger
Perception
Dagger
Feelfree
Feelfree
Dagger
Storm
Storm
Perception
Perception
Necky
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Riot
Selway Fisher
Perception
Necky
Necky
Perception
Pelican
Pelican

JO Watercraft
Palm

JO Watercraft
Acoloca
Acoloca
JO Watercraft
Ultra Sport
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
Acoloca
Palm
PeakUK
JO Watercraft

Acoloca
Acoloca

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

JO Watercraft
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
PeakUK

Palm
Pyranha
Pyranha
Palm

Wild-Water
Wild-Water
Palm

A
A
T

T

T
T
T
W
H
T

A
L
A
A
A
A

A
L
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

G

G
G
A

Lin polyethylene
Ram-X
Ram-X
Lin polyethylene
TST
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Ram-X
Polyethylene
HD polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
HDPE
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene

HDPE
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Glassfibre/Kevlar
Polyethylene
Cross-Max
Plywood
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
HDPE
Ram-X
Ram-X

Plastic
Plastic
Polyethylene
HDPE
Polyethylene
Poly
Poly
Polyethylene

2/3
1
2
2
1/2
2/3
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
2
2/3
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1

4.20 x 810
3.50 x 760
3.88 x 910
4.20 x 1,100
3.00 x 780
5.00 x 760
3.40 x 760
3.50 x 760
3.81 x 740
3.20 x 710
3.80 x 860
4.01 x 780
4.73 x 840
2.70 x 760
3.05 x 760

3.10 x 600
3.24 x 600
3.81 x 670
3.50 x 610
3.66 x 720
2.90 x 760
3.98 x 810
2.79 x 700
2.80 x 800
3.20 x 620
3.97 x 840
4.35 x 850
2.23 x 560
3.05 x 760
3.66 x 710
4.12 x 710
4.27 x 710
4.42 x 660
4.60 x 770
4.72 x 840
3.00 x 710
4.80 x 800
3.38 x 720
2.87 x 650
3.81 x 710
2.87 x 720
2.84 x 790
2.84 x 790

32
27
28
45
20
35
20
27
26
20
25/26
24/25
35/37
20
20

18
19
24
18
24
19
34
16
21
18
28
28
25
19
24
25
26
30
26/29
38
19
20
19/20
18
27
18
15
15

£499.00
£349.00
£459.00
£559.00
£345.00
£599.00
£399.00/429.00
£399.00
£369.00
£329.00
£449.00/479.00
£325.00/440.00
£375.00/550.00
£299.00
£329.00

£299.95
£299.95
£375.00 - 550.00
£325.00
£449.00
£275.00+
£375.00+
£299.00
£250.00
£295.00 - 355.00
£399.00
£450.00
£579.00
£349.00
£399.00
£519.00
£459.00
£599.00
£1,200.00/1,700.00
£719.00
£365.00
£8.00
£299.00/375.00
£349.00
£459.00
£325.00
£309.00
£339.00
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Mad River
Mad River
Old Town
Old Town
Bell
Rotomod
Bell
Bell
Old Town
Old Town
Pelican
Old Town

Adventure 14 RX
Adventure 16
Allagash 164
Allagash 174
Alaskan
Brio
Canadienne 17
Canadienne 18
Charles River
Charles River RX
Colorado
Discovery 133

E Flat water recreational canoes

Funny
Gemini
Gemini Beach/Surf
Grand Cayman
Hula
Malibu 2
Malibu 2 XL
Mars
Nomad
Orca
Ouassou
Prowler
Prowler 13/Angler
Prowler 15 Angler
Scapa
Scooter Beach/Surf
Scrambler
Scrambler XT
Scupper Pro TW
Sidekick
Squirt Beach
Tarpon 120/Anglr
Tarpon 130T
Tarpon 140/Anglr
Tarpon 160
Triyak
Tobago
Venus
Viper
Yakka
Zest 2 Exp

WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
Outdoor Active
Wild-Water
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
Acoloca
JO Watercraft

WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Pyranha
Ultra Sport
JO Watercraft
Acoloca
Ultra Sport
JO Watercraft

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

Palm
Palm
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
Pyranha
Recreation UK
Ultra Sport
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
Ultra Sport

Recreation UK
Pyranha

B
B
B
B

B
B
S
H
H

C
L
L
L
L
H, T
H
T
T

A, R
T
T
T

H, T

H, T
T
T
T
H, T

H
H, T
A

1
2
2
2
1
2/3
2/3
1
1
3
1/2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1/2
1
1
2/3
1
1
3
2-4
1
1
1
2/3

Royalex
2
Polyethylene
3
Poly Link 3
2-4
Poly Link 3
2-4
Royalex
2
Plastic
1
Blackgld/Whitegld2
Blackgld/Whitegld2
Poly Link
2/3
Royalex
2/3
Ram-X
3
Super Link 3
3/4

Polyethylene
Poly
HDPE
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Poly
Polyethylene
TST
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Lite-Tech
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
HDPE
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Poly
TST
Lin polyethylene
Ram-X
TST/PVC
Lin polyethylene

4.22 x 960
4.86 x 940
5.00 x 800
5.30 x 900
5.18 x 940
3.95 x 830
5.23 x 910
5.59 x 910
4.80 x 890
4.98 x 890
4.72 x 940
4.00 x 1,000

2.60 x 780
4.70 x 720
4.10 x 710
4.70 x 720
4.40 x 660
2.95 x 750
3.40 x 710
3.70 x 740
4.50 x 660
3.80 x 820
2.72 x 760
3.66 x 710
3.96 x 860
4.27 x 710
4.88 x 710
4.40 x 790
3.95 x 800
3.00 x 710
2.84 x 790
2.85 x 760
5.00 x 770

2.94 x 720
3.80 x 760
3.76 x 800
3.99 x 840
2.61 x 680
3.70 x 860
4.10 x 860
4.10 x 740
3.00 x 750

25
37
36
38
33
33
24/27
26/31
38
28
32
34

18
26
24
26
21
20/21
20
24
25
24
15
27/28
29
28/29
30
34
32
20
17
21
32

17
28
28/29
30
14
25
27
23
20

£850.00
£549.00
£649.00
£699.00
£1,299.00/1,549.00
£450.00
£1,899.00/2,649.00
£1,999.00/2,749.00
£679.00
£999.00
£479.00/499.00
£599.00

£479.00

£289.00
£375.00+
£375.00/495.00
£42539.00
£299.00
£399.00
£449.00
£399.00
£299.00+
£440.00
£299.00
£499.00
£449.00/479.00
£529.00
£585.00/784.99
£299.00/365.00
£349.00
£399.00
£349.00
£399.00
£250.00
£499.00/649.00
£499.00
£699.00
£599.00
£499.00+
£449.00
£369.00
£329.00
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Rainbow
Feelfree
Perception
Islander
Islander
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Feelfree
Rainbow
Bic
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Bic
Perception
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Ocean Kayak
Perception
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Feelfree
Bic
Ocean Kayak
Pelican
Bic
Ocean Kayak
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Discovery 158
Excursion 146
Excursion 166
Explorer Orion TT
Explorer 14 TT
Explorer 16 TT
Heron
Magic
Malamut
Merlin II
Morningstar
Mystic
Nipper
Northstar
Northwind
Northwind
Northwoods
Pathfinder
Peterborough
Sandpiper
Sport 15
Sport 17
Vagabond
Voyageur
Yellowstone
Yellowstone Solo
15
16

Lillie

Pyranha
Dagger
Perception
Perception
Perception
Perception
Necky
Necky
Riot
Necky
Wave Sport
Wave Sport

Acro 275
Aquabat
Arc Classic
Blaze 6.9
Blaze 7.1
Blaze 7.3
Bliss
Blunt
Booster
Crux
Diesel 65
Diesel 75

G White water kayaks

Selway Fisher

F Sailing canoes

Old Town
Pelican
Pelican
Mad River
Mad River
Mad River
Wenonah
Bell
Birch Creek
Bell
Bell
Bell
Birch Creek
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Old Town
Birch Creek
Wenonah
Old Town
Old Town
Wenonah
Birch Creek
Bell
Bell
Birch Creek
Birch Creek

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
PeakUK
JO Watercraft
I
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy

C
C, M
C, U
I, V
I, V
I, V
I
I

H
H

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

Palm

B
B

H

H

H

B
B, K
B, E
B
B
B

Outdoor Active
JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft
Outdoor Active

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
JO Watercraft

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

JO Watercraft
Acoloca
Acoloca
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

Polyethylene
Polyethylene
HDPE
HDPE
HDPE
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Cross-Max
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene

Ply/cedar

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2

Super Link 3
2-4
RamXcel
2
RamXcel
2
Triple Tough
2
Triple Tough
2
Triple Tough
2
Royalex
2
Bgld/Kevlar/Wgld 1
Plywood
2
Bgld/Kevlar/Wgld 1
Bgd/Kev/Rlx/Wgd 2
KevlarLite
2
GRP
1
Bgld/Kevlar/Wgld 2
Royalex
2
Bgld/Kevlar/Wgld 2
Bgld/Kevlar/Wgld 2
Royalex
2/3
GRP
2/3
Royalex
1
Super Link 3
3
Super Link 3
3
Kevlar/Royalex 1
GRP
2
Royalex
2
Royalex
1
GRP
2
GRP
2/3

2.80 x 640
2.82 x 550
2.80 x 620
2.08 x 620
2.16 x 650
2.24 x 670
2.45 x 630
2.50 x 650
2.24 x 620
2.30 x 640
2.29 x 640
2.44 x 650

4.53 x 1,430

4.80 x 800
4.45 x 940
5.03 x 890
4.42 x 940
4.42 x 910
4.86 x 910
4.57 x 920
4.88 x 740
4.62 x 790
4.57 x 740
4.72 x 910
5.64 x 840
3.40 x 710
5.03 x 870
5.03 x 910
5.33 x 910
5.64 x 910
4.60 x 900
4.88 x 790
4.14 x 740
4.70 x 1,200
5.30 x 1,200
4.45 x 920
7.92 x 1,220
4.72 x 860
4.27 x 760
4.57 x 790
4.88 x 830

17
13
19
15
16
17
18
16
16
17
16
17

160

27
20

18
50
54

20/25
29
21/27
23
26

15/18
18 - 26
19

36
37
38
34
31
36
30
17/19

£429.00
£299.00
£399.00
£599.00
£599.00
£599.00
£529.00
£549.00
£550.00
£749.00
£779.00
£779.00

£55.00

£659.00
£499.00/529.00
£569.00/599.00
£799.00
£599.00
£669.00
£975.00
£1,499.00 - 2,249.00
£30.00
£1,499.00 - 2,249.00
£1,199.00 - 2,299.00
£1,999.00/2,249.00
£420.00
£1,849.00 - 2,549.00
£1,199.00/1,449.00
£1,849.00 - 2,649.00
£1,949.00 - 2,649.00
£949.00
£795.00
£749.00
£899.00
£949.00
£849.00 - 1,399.00
£3,300.00
£1,249.00/1,499.00
£999.00/1,249.00
£640.00
£795.00
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Disco
Fun
Fun 1
Fun 1.5
Fun 2
G3
Gliss
G-Ride 6.2
G-Ride 6.5
GT
GTS
GTX
H3 235
H3 245
H3 255
Honcho
I4 L
I4 M
Ina Zone 232
Ina Zone 242
Infrared
Java
Jive 810
Juice 6.9
Juice 7.1
Li Fun
M3
M3 233
Madness
Magnum
Mamba 7.5
Mamba 8
Mamba 8.5
Master 2
Master Lite
Master TG
Method Air
Mission
Nitro
Nomad 8.1
Nomad 8.5
Outlaw
Redline
Rocker
RPM

JO Watercraft
PeakUK
Palm
Palm
Palm
Palm
Square Rock
Palm

PeakUK
Palm
Palm
Palm

JO Watercraft
Palm
Palm
Square Rock

C

I
C

C
C
C
C
C, V
C, V
I, U, V
I

I, U, V

C, V
V
I
I, U
I, U

I

Palm

Palm

C
I
I
I
C, U
C, U, V
C, U

JO Watercraft
Palm
Palm
Palm
Palm
Palm

PeakUK
Square Rock
Square Rock
Square Rock
Square Rock

Cross-Max
X linked plastic
X linked plastic
X linked plastic
X linked plastic
Polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
X linked plastic
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
HDPE
Cross-Max
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Cross-Max
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
X linked plastic
Polyethylene

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1.98 x 660
1.99 x 640
1.61 x 510
1.76 x 560
1.91 x 610
2.78 x 670
2.83 x 630
1.88 x 670
1.96 x 670
2.39 x 640
2.31 x 610
2.49 x 650
2.39 x 630
2.45 x 660
2.55 x 670
2.36 x 660
2.24 x 680
2.20 x 620
2.34 x 650
2.41 x 670
2.51 x 620
2.36 x 620
2.68 x 620
2.11 x 640
2.16 x 660
2.06 x 670
2.48 x 660
2.36 x 660
2.56 x 640
2.41 x 660
2.31 x 640
2.41 x 650
2.57 x 680
3.40 x 620
2.90 x 560
2.66 x 640
2.36 x 630
2.20 x 650
2.06 x 660
2.44 x 650
2.57 x 680
2.29 x 620
2.59 x 640
2.44 x 650
2.72 x 600

16
14
9
11
13
20
16
16
16
17
16
19
19
19
21
18
18
16
15
16
18
20
17
16
16
14
207
17
18
16
17
19
21
18
15
14
18
15
16
19
20
16
20
17
18

£550.00
£700.00
£580.00
£700.00
£700.00
£429.00
£529.00
£599.00
£599.00
£599.00
£599.00
£599.00
£799.00
£799.00
£799.00
£499.00
£639.00+
£639.00+
£449.00
£449.00
£330.00 - 449.00
£499.00
£399.00
£799.00
£799.00
£700.00
£799.00
£799.00
£499.00
£740.00
£799.00
£799.00
£799.00
£349.00+
£349.00+
£239.00+
£499.00
£749.00
£795.00
£850.00
£850.00
£499.00
£330.00 - 449.00
£740.00
£330.00 - 449.00
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Riot
Jackson
Jackson
Jackson
Jackson
Pyranha
Necky
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Dagger
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Dagger
Perception
Necky
Dagger
Dagger
Jackson
Pyranha
Pyranha
Perception
Riot
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Perception
Necky
Riot
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Jackson
Dagger
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RPM Max
S6 225
S6 235
Showdown
Sniper
Sonic
Sparc Classic
Super Fun
Supersonic
Switch
Turbo
Whip It Classic
Whiplash Classic
Witch
Y

Old Town
Appalachian
Mad River
Freedom Solo
Mad River
Freedom 16 RX
Mad River
Freedom 17 RX
Old Town
Kineo 169
Bell
Nexus
Bell
Ocoee
Mad River
Outrage
Mad River
Outrage X
Pyranha
Prelude
Bell
Prodigy
Bell
Prodigy X
Wenonah
Prospector 15
Wenonah
Prospector 16
Mobile Adventure Prospector PE
Mobile Adventure Prospector RX
Mobile Adventure Ranger 14
Mobile Adventure Ranger 16
Wenonah
Rendezvous
Wenonah
Rogue
Old Town
Scout
Pyranha
Spanish Fly
Mobile Adventure Symphony 15
Mobile Adventure Symphony 16
Mobile Adventure Traveller 15
Mobile Adventure Traveller 16
Old Town
Tripper
Old Town
XL Tripper

H White water canoes

Dagger
Pyranha
Pyranha
Dagger
Riot
Perception
Perception
Jackson
Perception
Necky
Riot
Perception
Perception
Necky
Wave Sport
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E
B, E
B, E
B, E
B, E
E
E

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

B
B
B, E
B, E
B, E
B, E

E
B
B
B
E

U, V
U, V
i

U, V
I

U, V
C, U, V

C
I
I
I

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
JO Watercraft

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

JO Watercraft
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
JO Watercraft
Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy

JO Watercraft
WW Consultancy

JO Watercraft
PeakUK

Square Rock

Palm
PeakUK

Palm

Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
Poly Link 3
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
Polyethylene
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
3 layer poly
Royalex
3 layer poly
3 layer poly
Royalex
Royalex
Super Link 3
Polyethylene
3 layer poly
3 layer poly
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex
Royalex

Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Cross-Max
HDPE
HDPE
X linked plastic
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Cross-Max
HDPE
HDPE
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene

2-4
1
2
2
2-4
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
2
2-4
1
2
2
2
2
3-5
3-5

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

5.00 x 900
4.44 x 770
4.85 x 890
5.18 x 950
5.10 x 900
4.37 x 810
3.40 x 740
3.65 x 700
3.96 x 730
2.90 x 680
3.53 x 740
3.76 x 760
4.57 x 950
4.88 x 910
5.00 x 900
4.73 x 880
4.50 x 900
4.90 x 900
4.81 x 780
4.80 x 920
4.90 x 800
2.68 x 730
4.52 x 910
4.88 x 910
4.55 x 880
4.91 x 890
5.30 x 900
6.20 x 1,000

2.79 x 650
2.25 x 650
2.35 x 650
2.15 x 600
2.13 x 640
2.49 x 590
2.80 x 610
2.14 x 690
2.59 x 630
2.35 x 650
2.06 x 660
2.72 x 610
2.72 x 610
2.25 x 630
2.49 x 640

33
25
33
36
39
23
20
24
24
22
19
22
27
30
38
31
32
35
26
30
35
21
32
32
26
27
37
45

19
16
18
16
15
17
18
16
18
16
15
18
18
15
18

£999.00
£930.00
£1,095.00
£1,200.00
£679.00
£999.00/1,249.00
£950.00/1,200.00
£895.00
£925.00
£949.00
£950.00/1,200.00
£999.00/1,249.00
£1,099.00
£1,199.00
£779.00
£1,099.00
£679.00
£729.00
£999.00
£1,099.00
£689.00
£949.00
£779.00
£779.00
£950.00
£999.00
£1,199.00
£1,299.00

£599.00
£529.00
£529.00
£499.00
£650.00
£499.00
£399.00
£700.00
£499.00
£499.00
£710.00
£399.00
£399.00
£499.00
£499.00
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Riot
Jackson
Wave Sport
Necky
Dagger
Dagger
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Zelezny
Riot
Dagger
Dagger
Dagger
Zelezny
Riot
Necky
Rainbow
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Pyranha
Zelezny
Jackson
Wave Sport
Jackson
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Rainbow
Necky
Rotomod
Zelezny
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Wave Sport
Wave Sport

Air 55
All Star
Big EZ
Chronic
Crazy 88 6.2
Crazy 88 6.3
EZ
EZG 42
EZG 50
EZG 60
G-Force 5.9
G-Force 6.1
G-Force 6.3
Igo
Inferno
King Pin Icon 6.1
King Pin Icon 6.2
King Pin Icon 6.3
Mag
Orbit
Orbit Fish
Reaction
S6 190
S6 200
S6F 191
S6F 192
S6F 193
Seven O M/L
Seven O S/M
Spunt
Star
Super EZ
Super Star
Transformer 1
Transformer 2
Transformer 3
Transformer 4
Vector
Vibe
Waza
Wigo
X
Z
ZG 48
ZG 54

Recreation UK
Square Rock
WW Consultancy
Square Rock
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Recreation UK
JO Watercraft
Wild-Water
Recreation UK
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy

PeakUK
Square Rock
WW Consultancy
JO Watercraft
Palm
Palm
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Palm
Palm
Palm
Recreation UK
PeakUK
Palm
Palm
Palm
Recreation UK
PeakUK
JO Watercraft
Recreation UK

G
G
G
G

G

G
G
G
G

G

G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G

G

G, U
G, U
G, U
G

G
G
G, U
G, U
G
G
G
G
G, U
G, U
G, U, V
G

Cross-Max
X linked plastic
Polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Cross-Max
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Cross-Max
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
X linked plastic
Polyethylene
X linked plastic
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Plastic
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
14
15
16
13
15
15
16
16
16
15
15
20
14
15
14
15
16
14
14
17
12
18
15
14
15
16
17
17
17

1.80 x 600
1.88 x 620
1.93 x 650
1.78 x 650
1.93 x 630
1.85 x 600
1.91 x 640
1.96 x 660
2.36 x 640
1.88 x 630
2.00 x 610
3.19 x 610
1.90 x 660
2.00 x 680
1.88 x 640
1.90 x 660
1.94 x 670
2.04 x 660
1.96 x 640
2.36 x 650
1.73 x 610
2.13 x 690
1.94 x 680
1.78 x 640
1.83 x 660
1.93 x 680
2.03 x 700
2.81 x 610
2.03 x 620
2.25 x 600
2.25 x 650
2.40 x 630
2.51 x 650
1.93 x 620
1.98 x 630
14
16
17
14
14

15
13
17
17
13
14
15
14

1.88 x 650
1.83 x 640
2.13 x 660
1.98 x 620
1.88 x 630
1.96 x 660
2.06 x 640
1.98 x 620

£710.00
£740.00
£549.62
£749.00
£850.00
£850.00
£549.00
£779.00
£779.00
£779.00
£499.00
£499.00
£499.00
£491.00
£795.00
£750.00
£750.00
£750.00
£499.00
£795.00
£749.00
£475.00
£529.00
£529.00
£639.00+
£639.00+
£639.00+
£799.00
£799.00
£518.00
£740.00
£549.00
£740.00
£669.00
£669.00
£669.00
£669.00
£499.00
£749.00
£399.95
£470.00
£449.00
£449.00
£779.00
£779.00
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Navigator

Janautica
Current Designs
P&H
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
P&H
P&H
P&H
P&H
P&H
Necky
Necky
Kirton
Kirton
Dagger
Dagger
Selway Fisher
Dennis Davis
Dennis Davis
Q-Kayaks
Perception
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Shoreham
Dagger
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Current Designs
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Wild Dog

Anadra
Andromeda
Bahiya
Botany Bay
Botany Bay
Cape Horn 140/P
Cape Horn 150/P
Cape Horn 170/P
Capella 163
Capella 169
Capella 173
Capella RM 160
Capella RM 168
Chatham 16
Chatham 17
C-Trek
C-Trip
Cortez 15
Cortez 16
Dart 22
DD17
DD21
Dusky Bay II
Eco Bezhig
Esk 12’
Esk 14’
Esk 17
EX17
Exodus X
Goodwin
Goodwin
Gulfstream
Hook
Hook
Hope Bay
Hope Bay

L Sea kayaks/canoes

Pelican

K Flat water freestyle canoes

Bell
Bell

J Freestyle canoes
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A
A
A

A
A
A
A
A
A
A

A

A

B, E

Outdoor Active

Palm

A

Marine Revolution
A

Palm
Palm

JO Watercraft
JO Watercraft

WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy

Recreation UK
Outdoor Active

Acoloca

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

Diolen
Glass/Kevlar
Glass/Diolen
Marine ply
Marine ply
Poly/GRP/Kevlar
Poly/GRP/Kevlar
Poly/GRP/Kevlar
Glass/Diolen
Glass/Diolen
Glass/Diolen
3 layer poly
3 layer poly
Lin polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
GRP/composite
GRP/composite
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Plywood
Ply
Ply
GRP/Kevlar
HDPE
Ply
Ply
Ply
Glassfibre
Polyethylene
Cedar composite
Cedar composite
Glass/Kevlar
Cedar composite
Cedar composite
Marine ply
Marine ply

Ram-X

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2

2

BlackgldWhitegld 1
Blackgld/Whitegld1

5.35 x 540
5.26 x 520
5.34 x 520
4.26 x 570
4.26 x 570
4.42 x 560
4.72 x 610
5.23 x 580
5.00 x 560
5.11 x 560
5.25 x 580
4.95 x 560
5.05 x 560
5.00 x 560
5.20 x 530
5.66 x 580
4.50 x 620
4.62 x 580
5.00 x 560
6.70 x 690
4.80 x 560
4.80 x 580
6.25 x 800
5.64 x 590
3.81 x 620
4.42 x 620
5.19 x 620
5.10 x 560
5.16 x 590
4.95 x 550
4.95 x 550
5.13 x 590
5.38 x 560
5.38 x 560
6.40 x 600
6.40 x 600

4.11 x 940

3.96 x 740
4.27 x 760

23
21 - 23
24
15
15
18 - 23
20 - 25
22 - 28
22
24
24
24
26
27
29
30
20
26
27
45
22
18
40
35/43
14
17
20
25
30
20
20
21 - 23
21
21
15
15

28

14/16
16/18

£850.00
£850.00
£36.00
£15.00
£15.00
£1,985.00
£2,595.00/3,195.00
£28.00
£30.00
£33.00
£1,149.00
£950.00
£65.00
£2,000.00
£1,599.00 - 2,299.00
£65.00
£2,100.00
£45.00
£2,000.00

£860.00
£1,599.00 - 2,299.00
£1,630.00+
£45.00
£1,000.00
£760.00 - 2,570.00
£790.00 - 2,630.00
£820.00 - 2,700.00
£1,595.00+
£1,595.00+
£1,595.00+
£999.00+
£999.00+
£999.00
£1,049.00

£399.00

£1,599.00 - 2,249.00
£1,599.00 - 2,249.00
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HV17/LC
Inuk
Kellett
Kellett
Laser
Minnis Bay
Minnis Bay
M-Ocean
Neptunia
Njord
North Foreland
North Foreland
North Star
Northstar
Northstar Pro/KX
Oasis
Penguin 2000
Quest
Regvlbivm
Regvlbivm
Seafox
Sea Jay
Sealion
Sealion Fastnet
Seawolf
Sirius
Sirocco
Slipstream
SK17
SK18
Southern Skua
Tasman Express
Tasman Exp Elite
Tempest 165/Pro
Tempest 170/Pro
Tempest 180 Pro
Torres
Tourlite
Trinity Bay
Trinity Bay
Tui Excel
Vela
Wanderer Excel
Ysak
A

Recreation UK

A

Marine Revolution
A
Marine Revolution
Wild-Water

Marine Revolution
Marine Revolution
Marine Revolution
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Marine Revolution
PeakUK

Outdoor Active
Outdoor Active

A

Marine Revolution
WW Consultancy
WW Consultancy
Recreation UK A
Marine Revolution
A

A

Recreation UK

Glassfibre
GRP/composite
Marine ply
Marine ply
Polyethylene
Marine ply
Marine ply
GRP/composite
Diolen
GRP/composite
Marine ply
Marine ply
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Glassfibre/Kevlar
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Glass/Diolen
Marine ply
Marine ply
Plywood
Plywood
Cedar strip
HDPE
Plywood
Glass/Diolen
Plastic
Glass/Kevlar
Glassfibre
Glassfibre
Kevlar
Polyethylene
Kevlar
Poly/GRP/Kevlar
Poly/GRP/Kevlar
Glassfibre/Kevlar
Kevlar
ABS/Acrylic
Cedar composite
Cedar composite
Polyethylene
Glass/Diolen
Polyethylene
Plastic

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
2
1

5.10 x 560
5.50 x 580
5.15 x 590
5.15 x 590
5.12 x 590
5.30 x 550
5.30 x 550
5.65 x 660
5.04 x 550
6.90 x 640
5.66 x 500
5.66 x 500
5.60 x 750
5.64 x 740
6.07 x 740
4.30 x 640
4.80 x 610
5.36 x 560
5.33 x 480
5.33 x 480
4.78 x 660
6.10 x 1,010
5.18 x 560
5.02 x 580
4.80 x 710
5.18 x 520
5.13 x 590
4.86 x 560
5.10 x 560
5.50 x 530
5.40 x 600
5.30 x 620
5.30 x 600
5.03 x 550
5.18 x 560
5.49 x 580
5.60 x 600
4.45 x 580
6.40 x 560
6.40 x 560
4.50 x 620
4.77 x 540
4.50 x 820
5.06 x 570

24
22
17
17
24
17
17
33
19
50
17
17
40
42
23/40
20
23/26
25
17
17
20
42
27
28
18
24
27
19 - 21
23
25
22
25/29
22
21 - 26
22 - 28
25/29
23
24
31
31
24
24
34
£45.00
£1,200.00
£1,985.00
£1,250.00
£2,500.00/3,000.00
£525.00
£995.00/1,198.00
£1,630.00+
£45.00
£1,200.00
£32.00
£36.00
£40.00
£850.00
£28.00
£1,595.00+
£1,599.00 - 2,299.00
£950.00
£999.00
£1,199.00
£2,095.00
£1,195.00/1,299.00
£1,995.00
£1,100.00 - 2,700.00
£1,150.00 - 2,800.00
£2,400.00 - 2,900.00
£2,195.00
£1,350.00
£65.00
£2,400.00
£895.00
£1,595.00+
£895.00
£599.95

£890.00

£45.00
£1,200.00
£640.00
£45.00
£1,200.00

£1,049.00/1,099.00
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Shoreham
Kirton
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Rainbow
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Kirton
Janautica
Kirton
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Q-Kayaks
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Rainbow
Q-Kayaks
P&H
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Perception
Selway Fisher
P&H
Current Designs
Current Designs
Shoreham
Shoreham
Q-Kayaks
Q-Kayaks
Q-Kayaks
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Wilderness Syst
Q-Kayaks
Riot
Wild Dog
Wild Dog
Q-Kayaks
P&H
Q-Kayaks
Rotomod
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CK280
Combat
Polo
RX 300

Fox

Wavehopper

Enigma 369
Penobscot 186

Plastex
Kirton
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher
Plastex
Kirton
Pyranha
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Kirton
Plastex

Athena
Cleaver-X
Dart 14
DW 6
Eureka
Flash
Lightning
Marauder
Mirage
Moskito 65
Moskito 75
Moskito 75
Moskito 85
Moskito 90
Moskito 90
Mystere
Regina
Regius
Tactic
Talisman
Talon
Teknic
Tercel
Tiger-X
Tor
Trainer
Warrior

Q Marathon/sprint kayaks

Perception

P WWR kayaks

Arrowcraft
Old Town

O Slalom canoes

Perception

N Slalom kayaks

Pyranha
Paddle Sport
Rotomod
Pyranha

M Polo kayaks
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Kirton

Kirton

Kirton

JO Watercraft

Wild-Water

V

A

B

U, V

1

1
3-5

1

1
1
1
1

GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
Plywood
1
Plywood
2
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 2
Polyethylene
1
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 2
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1
GRP/composite 1

HDPE

Kevlar/glass
Royalex

HDPE

Polyethylene
Composite
Plastic
Polyethylene

5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
4.26 x 610
6.07 x 890
6.50 x 480
6.50 x 550
4.31 x 530
6.50 x 480
6.50 x 550
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
6.50 x 550
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
6.50 x 550
6.50 x 550
6.50 x 550
6.50 x 550
5.20 x 510
1
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 460
5.20 x 510
5.20 x 510

4.00 x 600

3.69 x 660
5.70 x 900

3.58 x 610

2.96 x 600
2.95 x 580

2.80 x 590

8 - 12
8 - 12
15
19
12 - 18
12 - 18
14
12 - 18
20
8 - 12
8 - 12
12 - 18
8 - 12
8 - 12
12 - 18
20
12 - 18
12 - 18
8 - 12
10 - 14
8 - 12
8 - 12
10 - 16
8 - 12
8 - 12
10 - 14
8 - 12

18

8
33

17

18
8 - 11
16
15

£599.00

£22.00
£30.00

£450.00

£850.00
£1,199.00

£450.00

£399.00
£480.00 - 610.00
£228.00
£429.00

Remember you can
tate the page ->
ro

CANOEIST March 2005

Carrick
Five-0 Surf

Dragon

Dynamo
Method Junior

Boogie
Flyer
Yak

Big Stick
Big Yak
Kaos
Lip Stick
Mako
Mambo
Move
Ocean Duo
Ripper
Slide Masto
Slide Super
Surfjet 305
Tarpon 100
Waka Ama
Wave Rider

Pelican
Ocean Kayak
Selway Fisher
Selway Fisher

Bayou/Hunter Fy
Kea
Motor
Outboard

W Powered canoes

Dagger
Perception

V Junior

Riot
Wave Sport
Ocean Kayak

U Surf kayaks

Islander
Ocean Kayak
Wilderness Syst
Islander
Rotomod
Rotomod
Feelfree
Rotomod
Wilderness Syst
Rotomod
Rotomod
Pyranha
Wilderness Syst
Selway Fisher
Islander

T Wave skis/surf sit ons

Selway Fisher

S Dragon boats

Selway Fisher
Perception

D

D

D

D
D

Acoloca
JO Watercraft

Palm

E
D
A
A

C, G, I, U
G, I, U

PeakUK
WW Consultancy G
JO Watercraft
D

Palm

WW Consultancy D

Palm
JO Watercraft
WW Consultancy
Palm
Wild-Water
Wild-Water
Pyranha
Wild-Water
WW Consultancy
Wild-Water
Wild-Water

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
2/3
1

10/12

1
1

Ram-X
Lin polyethylene
Strip cedar
Ply

Polyethylene
HDPE

3
1
3
3

1
1

Cross-Max
1
Glassfibre
1
Lin polyethylene 1

Polyethylene
Lin polyethylene
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Plastic
Plastic
Poly
Plastic
Polyethylene
Polyurethane
Polyurethane
Polyethylene
Polyethylene
Ply
Polyethylene

Plywood

Plywood
HDPE

4.95 x 1,090
2.70 x 620
4.88 x 1,130
4.58 x 1,120

2.24 x 560
2.21 x 610

2.36 x 630
2.29 x 640
2.40 x 740

2.95 x 680
2.90 x 860
3.10 x 660
2.69 x 660
2.42 x 760
2.42 x 760
2.70 x 760
3.70 x 880
2.44 x 780
2.45 x 670
2.35 x 650
3.05 x 630
3.05 x 740
5.50 x 500
2.30 x 640

12.19 x 940

4.75 x 840
2.97 x 720

56
14
32
29

12
18

13
14
18

18
21
18
16
16
16
18
29
18
10
10
15
22
35
12

65

20
20

£669.00/729.00
£249.00
£40.00
£30.00

£299.00
£350.00

£740.00
£1,299.00
£289.00

£399.00
£349.00
£450.00
£389.00
£275.00
£299.95
£275.00+
£399.95
£299.00
£500.00
£470.00
£379.00+
£399.00
£55.00
£289.00

£45.00

£30.00
£450.00
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Something will turn up
First open canoe descent of the Cauvery River in southern India.

Part 2 - India’s Robin Hood and our ﬂawed logic.
We were staring failure in the face. I had been taken
into custody for questioning. It wasn’t looking good.
‘You are not allowed to paddle on the reservoir
without permission’, the officer stated. The fact that we
no longer wished to paddle on his reservoir didn’t seem
to come into it. Any permission we could obtain
would, effectively, be retrospective.

62

In order to lighten the mood and to find a way around his defences
we talked about families, cricket (always a winner on the subcontinent)
and my job but he was holding his ground. It was incredible how low
anyone can sink in order to get what he wants but I was virtually
licking the guy’s boots before he conceded that maybe we could
proceed the next day along the river. I never really registered the
‘maybe’ and was out of his office as quickly as politeness would allow.
Relieved, I returned to Ian and we made our plans to continue. The
next major obstacle on the river was to be the Cauvery Falls. Here the
river splits around an island and falls sheer for 80m onto the plains
below. This spectacular feature was still about three to four paddling
days away but we had arranged to be met there by contacts of Ashok, a
friend of ours in Bangalore.
As we progressed further downstream the river grew in stature. It
was up to 50m across; the surrounding countryside was flat but with
numerous distant granite massifs that are typical of this area of the
Deccan Plateau. The vegetation along the riverside was lush and
frequently gave the impression that we were paddling through dense
jungle. Straight open sections of river were interspersed with sections
where the water swirled around numerous islands, each containing a
microcosm of the vegetation that inhabited the banks. There were
long sections of grade 1/2 white water, not difficult but requiring
continuous concentration and co-ordination between Ian and me to
avoid being banged up against rocks.

India’s modern Robin Hood with a difference
At last we arrived upstream of the Cauvery Falls, which required a
motorized portage by Jeep. The falls themselves are spectacular and a
detour was made to a bluff which overlooks the main waterfall so that
we could stare in awe. Our descent with the boat to the river bed was
steep and rocky. We were now in the forest reserve, the remotest
section of the river. The forest here forms part of the largest area of
unbroken forest in the whole of the Indian subcontinent. The river
was in its natural state here, not interfered with by man and flowing
freely through silent countryside characterized by jagged peaks, deep
valleys and dense, mostly dry, deciduous bush. The forests involve
teak, sandal, mathi, honne, lantana and stands of bamboo and, in order
to preserve them, the state government closely controls the cutting of
timber. The forest is home to a rich mix of wildlife. Typical of the area
are spotted deer, samhbar, elephant, wild boar, sloth bear and primates
such as the langur and tiger. Human settlements on the river are few
Cauvery Falls viewpoint.
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and far between and it is sparsely populated. Shepherds inhabit the
banks of the river and lead a nomadic lifestyle, herding their meagre
flocks of cattle, sheep and goats along the river in search of grazing.
Other persons not so benign also inhabit these parts. One such
character was Koose Veerappan, the forest brigand. Veerappan, as he is
known to everyone throughout south India, inhabits these forests,
along with his henchmen, and has been a thorn in the side of the
authorities for many years. Veerappan is a charismatic character and in
the early years his following grew rapidly. Many of his fellow villagers
joined his band during the 1970s, encouraged by the inability of the
authorities to control him. Many other villagers acted as messengers
and provisioners for the gang. Veerappan was eventually, by virtue of
his money, influence and ability to cock a snoop at the law, elevated to
the status of a demigod amongst the villagers. He was a modern day
Robin Hood, a champion of the common man, and to this day he is
viewed by many people as a likeable rogue, a rough diamond.
However, this is only half the story; there is a darker side. It is a brave
man who dares to cross Veerappan. He is reputed to be brutal and
merciless with anyone he suspects of being an informant, rival or
police officer unfortunate enough to fall into his clutches. Stories
abound of the cold blooded nature of his revenge. In one particularly
gory incident he invited five members of a rival smuggling gang to a
party, ostensibly to make up their differences. After getting them
drunk and off guard he proceeded to gun them down in cold blood.
Not being content with that he is reported to have gone into a rage
and cut their bodies up into little pieces, parading their remains around
the village in a bullock cart as a warning in case anyone else might get
any ideas and then fed them to the fishes, nice guy!

wide, falls about 10m and then swirls and tumbles over falls in a
narrow gorge. Yes, we were cautious but still managed one swamping,
a minor pinning incident and a full blown capsize. In truth, we were
never in real danger of losing the boat but the river was making us
work. In order to avoid the possibilities of a pinning in the numerous
rock gardens we would line and swim the boat down rapids or
portage. During one of the portages Ian slipped and sprained his ankle.
Soon he was unable to stand and had to use a paddle as a crutch in
order to move around. We camped that evening and two fishermen
whom we met at the water’s edge helped to carry Ian to our tent.
There was a tradition of massage in the area and so it wasn’t long
before these two guys set about Ian’s ankle with cooking oil. Ian was
in agony but stuck it out. Two hours after this treatment he could put
weight on his foot. The next morning he could hobble around; within
a day it was a case of sprain, what sprain?

Expert cooking oil massage
We stayed at a fishing camp on the river before making our way
downstream. The river was now a much more serious undertaking.
The forest reserve section totalled about 120 kilometres. The grade of
water encompasses the range from grade 1 to grade 5. We had to bear
in mind the precariousness of our situation. Our canoe was not a
specialist white water boat. We were loaded and, hence, vulnerable. A
pinning could have spelt the end of the boat and us. We were cautious
and portaged and lined many rapids. A gorge section in the region of
Mekadatu (translates as goat’s leap) necessitated a high level portage for
a number of kilometres. Here the river is forced through a gap 15m
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Ian’s ankle gets the cooking oil massage treatment.
Falls at intervals needed to be taken seriously.
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Chased by the armed Special Task Force
Our progress through the reserve was steady and
eventful. We were mindful of the riverine wildlife and
kept a close eye out. Otters were around but they were
elusive; the crocodile would show itself momentarily as it
slipped effortlessly into the water on our approach, long
and green and ever so silent.
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The flaw in our logic
The next obstacle to our progress was the barrage at Mettur that
impounds the Stanley Reservoir. After our experience at the KRS we
had no wish to repeat that performance and paddled into a bay just out
of sight of the barrage. We struggled to pull the boat out of the water
to a point where we could camp for the night. We had been on the
river now for 16 days and had covered 430 kilometres, just halfway.
We reckoned that the most difficult water was behind us but what
troubled us now was whether we would have enough water to
continue paddling. The Cauvery River is located in one of the most
populous countries on Earth yet it is as if it does not exist. No one
person could tell us about the river; there is no guide book. Reports
that I had read gave the impression that irrigation takes a terrible toll
on the waters and that downstream the river dies a death from a
thousand cuts. Even our maps showed the Cauvery as a dry river bed
in the lower regions. We were now going to find out for ourselves and
we could only hope for the best.
Our next problem was how to circumnavigate the barrage without
attracting attention from the authorities. Try to arrange anything in
India beforehand and you are sure to fail; to take the attitude that
‘something will turn up’ was sure to guarantee success. Therefore, with
this as our mantra, we left our loaded boat on the shore and set off into
town, confident that something would, indeed, ‘turn up’ and so it was
that, after a couple of false starts, we came across Raj plus truck and
friends. In discussions Raj soon spotted a flaw in our logic and revealed
to us that there wasn’t just one barrage but a further four. We were
astonished and somewhat disbelieving, initially. We looked at our map
and scratched our heads. ‘Where are they? I can’t see any barrages.’
Then the penny dropped as we looked at the last surveyed date,
‘1952.’ The four barrages were, in fact, spaced down the river at five
kilometre intervals. We accepted defeat on that score and arranged
with Raj to pick us up at the lakeside in the morning and take us to a
point after the last barrage.

Mike Norman
Self supported descent of the Cauvery River, south India from its source to sea
in a single open canoe over a period of 25 days by Ian Grant and Mike
Norman of the Cambridge Canoe Club, covering a total distance of 855km.
The river rises in Coorg in the Western Ghats and meets the Bay of Bengal at
Poomphar in Tamil Nadu. It is believed to be the first complete descent of the
river by open canoe.
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Mike Norman photographs

This day we were to pass the town of Hoggenakal, civilization again
and an opportunity to restock the larder. Here the river tumbles
spectacularly for the last time onto the plains. After the solitude of the
reserve, the noise and questioning of the tourists that flock to this spot
was a stark contrast. We moved on without too much delay and into
yet another phase of our river.
The track of the river swung from side to side within the channel.
Failure to follow the flow resulted in a beaching on the numerous
shoals and sandbanks. The confines of the reserve were now replaced
slowly with open views to distant hills. Agriculture had returned again
and we were greeted by farmers from the bank or families making
their way across the river either by coracle or, where possible, by
wading. We camped at Gopinath, unknown to us at the time, the
birthplace of Veerappan. It seemed inconceivable to us that someone
so in tune with the forest was not aware of our presence by now on
the river. In addition and unknown to us, the Special Task Force,
charged with bringing him to book, were also aware of our presence
and had stormed fully armed into Mekadatu just after we had left,
demanding to know who we were. Ignorance was bliss, for them and
for us.

DERRiCK

Dylan, Boyo! It would ease my
backache no end if you would
just stop singing Rock of Ages
every five minutes!
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Campbell Walsh on course in Middlesbrough.
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Amy Davison

Fife Canoeing Activities Group have used their £450 grant from
BT to buy equipment for their members, resulting in a number of
promotions, three juniors making the Scottish Paddles Improvers
Squad and one successfully defending his title in the Scottish
junior championships.
Free entry for young award winners
The executive Slalom Committee have decided to offer free entry to
Division 4 slaloms to under 14s within a year of passing the BCU 2
Star award. It is proposed to introduce this in 2006.
Organizers want electronic packages
Jim Croft has produced an electronic version of the Organizers’
Pack. The response has been good and many have asked for it in this
form.

German artificial course planned

stands at 18 hrs 14 mins but there are other
K1 and K2 classes including for a team of
10 using a double, most finishing within 24
hours. Brookbank Canoes are providing
prizes. [01625 574093]

An artificial course is being proposed for Markkleeberg on the edge
of Leipzig, home of such paddlers as Mandy Planert and Jan Benzien.
The pumped course will be built next year, have 230m and 170m legs
and be used for slalom and freestyle.

Plan B for Broxbourne

Scottish Racing Week

The obvious place for an Olympic slalom course would have been
on the new Jubilee River, adjacent to the new Eton regatta course
which is earmarked for the sprint racing. It would have offered the
required drop and water flows but the EA decided against use of the
channel by boats. The current plans are for an artificial slalom course
to be built in the Lea valley if the London 2012 bid is successful.

Educating Chinese officials
Loughborough, Nottingham, Bath and De Montford University in
Bedford are shortlisted to host a course for some 30 Chinese officials to
study English, Western culture and international media ahead of the
2008 Olympics. The continued positive planning by the Chinese
bodes well for the Beijing games.

The annual Scottish sprint and marathon
series has been set for late May. There will
be 10km sprint events over Bridge of Isla Thistlebrig on 21st, the Forth & Clyde
Canal on 26th and Loch Lubnaig on 29th. There will be marathons
from Grandtully to Dunkeld on 22nd, on Loch Lomond on 24th and
on Loch Lubnaig on 29th. [01592 890367]

Thistlebrig problems result in changes
As one of the effects of the ongoing problems at with a landowner at
Stanley the Thistlebrig sprint race was transferred to Grandtully. The
classic race was due to take place at Thistlebrig but the start interval
was reduced to 30 seconds.

Ring the dates

Shannon World Cup programme

The Cheshire Ring Race is set for Jun 25/26th this year. The
154km circuit of 6 canals takes in city and country. The singles record

Having got you across to Castleconnell for the World Cup races, the
Irish intend you to get your money’s worth. As well as the formal part
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Slalom

British Universities Championships
Campbell Walsh, Athens Olympics 2004 silver medal winner in the
men’s canoe slalom, has put his formidable paddle power behind
London’s bid to host the 2012 Olympic Games.
The 27 year old, ranked second in the world, competed in the
British University Canoe Slalom Championships held at the Tees
Barrage and navigated the rapids sporting a North East England Backs
the Bid for London 2012 T shirt.
Campbell’s show of support for the bid is the latest of several made
by sports stars across the region in recent days.
A specially commissioned Olympic flag has been touring the
northeast, collecting signatures from local sports stars.
Campbell Walsh has teamed up with One NorthEast, together with
Sport England, Culture North East, Government Office North East,
the North East Assembly, the Association of North East Councils and
the Department of Culture, Media and Sport to back the bid.
They are all supporting plans to bring the Olympics to Great Britain
in eight years time, the first time in over 60 years that the world’s most
prestigious sporting event has been held in this country.
Fifteen per cent of the International Olympic Committee’s final
judgment criteria will be based on the amount of support London
receives nationally.
The move to bring the games to this country has the overwhelming
backing of the region; a recent ICM poll for BBC Five Live showed
that 81% of northeasterners supported London’s 2012 bid.
Campbell Walsh said ‘Hosting the Olympics here in 2012 would be
great news for the country and the region and I fully support the bid.
‘It would go a long way to helping the northeast create and build a
lasting sporting legacy for future sporting stars.’
Tim Cantle-Jones, Sport England representative, added his support
and said ‘The London bid to host the 2012 Olympics is fantastic news
for the northeast of England.
‘We have already established a close working relationship with the
2012 team and, as well as hosting training camps for athletes, we see
significant opportunities in terms of contract opportunities for
northeast firms and tourism spin offs as visitors to the games explore
the sights and scenes of the northeast.’
It is likely that the country chosen to host the Olympics will get the
chance to hold other events in the run up to the Olympics, which will
provide a curtain raiser to the main event and bring benefits for the
region.
It is estimated that Manchester saw an extra £10 million pumped
into its economy when it hosted the 2002 Commonwealth Games
while northwest companies won related contracts worth a combined
total value of £2 million.
A study by accountants PriceWaterhouseCoopers found that when
Sydney hosted the 2000 Olympic Games it generated A$6.1 bn worth
of additional national publicity and over A$6 bn worth of spending
from 1.6m visitors between 1997 and 2001.

Douglas Paton

Amy Davison

Between 1993 and 1996, after Sydney had been named as the host
city for 2000, its convention and exhibition sector grew with the
number of international visitors increasing by 78%.
Businesses in New South Wales won A$1 bn worth of contracts
from the Sydney games and an additional A$300 m was generated by
local business.
People across the region are being urged to back the bid; they can
find out how to get involved by visiting www.onenortheast.co.uk.
Durham University Canoe Club is the official organizer of the
British University Sports Association Canoe Slalom Championships.

Walsh backs Olympic bid at Tees Barrage

Murray Trail

The price remains at £35
including a lecture by
Sean Morley, pub quiz
and live music.

Lifeguard radios
The canoe lifeguards
have ordered a radio to
act as a base station for
major
events
and
incidents. Units may
borrow this and associated
radios for large events.
Other items to borrow
are manikins for practising
CPR.

In the pink

Liquid Life’s next festival will run on the Tummel on May 28/29th with additional classes for under 18s and
over 40s. They promise the parties will be bigger and better than last year.
of the programme there will be an open race for spectators, officials
and anyone else. There will be a white water marathon before the
main event starts and an Integrale race afterwards with cash prizes. The
Irish team includes a slalomist, four polo players, a triple Devizes Westminster Race winner and a former world sprint finalist.

Rat running

Roy Bonner

The Rat Race Urban is back in Edinburgh this year on Jul 16/17th
but also in Bristol on Jun 11/12th and in Manchester on Aug 6th. Sit
on top kayak racing is at the more sane end of the spectrum of what
may be seen as mountain sports in an urban environment.

Ken Pink received a
New Year’s MBE for
services to the voluntary
rescue world. An active
lifeguard for 35 years with
Gosport & Fareham
Inshore Rescue Service,
he
took
part
in
competitions, helped
design the Shark rescue
kayak and wrote some of
the original awards.

Spanish pull out of their world event
The Spanish canoe federation withdrew on Feb 16th from their
offer to host the ICF’s world dragon boat racing championships in
July. They said ‘The Royal Spanish Canoe Federation after having
reviewed the current situation of the Dragonboat Racing discipline on
the international level and taking into consideration the current
situation between ICF and IDBF and with regards to the decision of
the GAISF General Assembly in April 2005 has been coming to the
conclusion not to host the ICF Dragonboat Racing Club Crew World
Championships 2005, which have been assigned to us to be held in
Casteldefels (Barcelona), at the date originally planned.’ The ICF are
running the dragon boat racing at the World Games in Duisburg, also
in July, and claim the IDBF are refusing to let their members attend.
IDBF executive president Mike Haslam says that no invitation has
been received from the ICF, who require all entries to be made by
national canoe federations, but that IDBF members are welcome to
compete as long as entries are made by national dragon boat
federations where these exist. The IDBF are running the official world
championships with the European club championships and world
corporate community championships in Berlin over Jul 29th - Aug
7th. Meanwhile, the IDBF are working on a promotional video.

Wild water racing
Taff 1 WWR
K1O: 1 B Onillon, Nantes, 14:23.00. 2 M Bowerbank, Bath, 14:38.00. B: 1 H Brown, Bath, 14:57.26. 2 S Templeton, Itchen
Valley, 16:20.90. 3 Baker/Hiam, Bath/Shropshire, 16:55.29.

Inter Services Championships
Keith Morris and John Bull have been awarded the BCU’s Order of
Merit. The pair have been prime movers in the establishment and
success of the OCSG. Keith has been newly elected commodore
and John as president. With them is David Gent of the BCU.

World championships venues set

K1LA: 1 J Oughton, Paddle+, 16:18. 2 D Paterson, Shropshire, 16:21. 3 S Hyslop, Hexham, 17:07. K1MA: 1 M Mason,
Durham, 14:42. 2 S Simpson, Central, 14:45. 3 O Wickham, Lincoln, 14:56. C1A: 1 D Bradburn, Chester, 17:21.
C2A: 1 Wright/Christie, Lincoln, 16:20. 2 Clough/Clough, Tees, 16:21. 3 Cameron/Willacy, RAF, 16:31.

Exe WWR
K1O: 1 B Oakley, Bath, 23:35. 2 M Bowerbank, Bath, 24:09. B: 1 H Brown, Bath, 24:17. 2 A Wise, Bath, 25:29.
3 S Templeton, Itchen Valley, 26:50.

The 2006 world polo championships have been announced for
Amsterdam over Aug 10 - 13th. Two years later, 21st - 24th to be
precise, they will be run by the Canadians in Edmonton.

New territory for lifeguard convention
The BCU lifeguards will hold their annual convention at the Welsh
International Climbing Centre in Merthyr Tydfil over Apr 9/10th,
offering the use of lakes, moving water, classrooms and
accommodation. Open to all, as well as the usual courses and
assessments there will be half day workshops on rope access, spinal
injuries, oxygen therapy, competition make up, defibrillation, swift
water rescue, vertical access, manual handling and child protection.
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Freestyle
World Championships
K1WJ: 1 J Chrimes, GB. 2 A Bruet, France. 3 M Wegman, Nederland. 5 J Alder, GB.
K1W: 1 J Kaiser, Deutschland. 2 K Poddlak, USA. 3 F Jarvie, GB. 4 L Evans, GB. 7 R Cripps, GB.
K1MJ: 1 A Ward, GB. 2 L Kalkbrenner, Deutschland. 3 T Baker, USA. 7 J Bebbington, GB. 20 R
Longley, GB. K1M: 1 E Jackson, USA. 2 B Harris, Canada. 3 J Kincaid, USA. 4 M Cooke, GB. 10 E
Smith, GB. 11 R Chrimes, GB. C1: 1 M Foltete, France. 2 M Girardin, France. 3 K Maley, Australia.
5 S Morris, GB. 15 L Pyke, GB. OC1: 1 P Danks, Canada. 2 J Domenjo, España. 3 J Burbeck, GB.
4 J Weir, GB. K1WSq: 1 D O’Keefe, USA. 2 M Ishida, Nippon. 3 A Wade, USA. 6 M McKenzie,
GB. K1MSq: 1 D Urban, USA. 2 J Reeves, GB. 3 K Morita, Nippon. 4 B White, GB. 9 C Jones, GB.
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I’ve been sailing for years and sometimes,
to look at me, you might think it must have
been longer than that. I chucked it a while
ago: I couldn’t stand the hassle and cost.
Time passed, as it does, and after a while I
found myself glancing at yacht magazines.
‘Just glancing. Just glancing,’ I kept saying to
myself as I felt the sap rising one spring.
Then came a time when I found myself
looking at boats, just looking, you know, the
way a man sometimes just looks at a woman.
Then, as it happened, I picked up a book and
it wasn’t just any old book. It was about
paddling in a kayak by a bloke called Robin
Lloyd Jones, entitled Argonauts of the Western
Isles. I ask you, off the west coast of Scotland
in a kayak? Being an old blue water man, I
thought, ‘Just a minute...’ Nevertheless, I was
intrigued enough to read on and enjoy it.
This whetted my appetite. I reckoned all I
had to do, living near the Clyde at Rhu, was
to buy my own canoe. After that it was surely
just a question of paddling around the sugar
boat wreck for a few weeks and the sea
would once again become my oyster.
Fortunately, very fortunately (for this could
well have been a posthumous work) I
happened to meet the said Robin at a writers’
workshop. He was engaged in writing
another book, Fallen Pieces of the Moon, based
on his kayak experiences off the west coast of
Greenland. He read out a draft chapter. I was
enchanted, Greenland. I began to seriously
consider a world voyage. However, I decided
that I had to be sensible; I told myself that
getting to Greenland first would be good
experience for a longer trip.
In the meantime I set about boring my
friends, sometimes until their eyes glazed
over, on how I was going to sell up and
paddle round the world. Only later did I
realize that I had not entirely imagined those
shop window reflections of people shaking
heads after we parted.
Further embarrassment was saved when I
talked to Robin and learned that ocean
crossings by kayak are not altogether
common, that, in fact, he flew to Greenland
in a big-man-bird (my Eskimo talk, not
Robin’s) where he collected the kayak.
Apparently there is some kind of international
freemasonry, no secret signs, just kayaks lying
around the world in fairly inaccessible places
and, if you’re in the know, all that’s needed is
a quick phone call or email to the owner
requesting you borrow or charter his boat.
(People in Bearsden or Luton, for example,
probably get phone calls like this all the
time.)
Somewhat deflated, I contacted a few
outward bounders, travel agents, comic
singers and the like to see if any of them
could fix me up with a kayak packed holiday
or maybe even just a few lessons but they had
nothing on offer; in fact, they had absolutely
nothing at all, not even for mermaids or
nymphs.
What held me back from buying a
secondhand kayak and just getting on with it
I don’t know. Whatever it was, in retrospect
I have to say it was an exceedingly good
decision.
Some people may feel this is beginning to
read like a Batman yarn. Nevertheless, quite
out of the blue (and perhaps unable to sleep
at nights, wondering what I was getting up
to) Robin again appeared, this time with an

Moods
Pas
d’elle
yeux
Rhone
que
nous
This series is about the moods of people or
nature as met while paddling. Please feel free
to contribute your experiences.

invitation to join him at one of Drumchapel
Canoe Club’s swimming bath sessions.
As it happened, this was the last evening
before they took to the open water in the
coming spring. The warmth of hospitality I
received there was great, particularly as it was
coupled with a genuine desire to save my life
each time I executed a half rolypoly, which
was nearly always (most people reading this
will be familiar with this basic manœuvre; if
not, how can I explain?) a sort of incomplete
Eskimo roll whereby I ended up with my feet
in the boat and my head upside down in the
water. Perhaps because of this, members of
the DCC took it in turn to look after me. As
they passed me one to another they would
mutter something which sounded like
‘Furheavensakedontakeyureyesoffthatpunter
whiteveryedo.’ It was only very much later I
learned that this was not just some kind of
Eskimo patois.
The experience was salutary. I had a good
think. There was clearly more to this
kayaking than I had originally thought. As a
result, I decided not to buy one for the
moment. Instead, on the advice of a well
wisher, I phoned the Scottish Canoe
Association in Edinburgh.
They patiently listened to my ravings and
pointed me in the direction of Jim
McCulloch (local canoe organizer, Glasgow).
This turned out to be very good advice.
Jim told me about a canoe club which
trained midweek on the Forth and Clyde
Canal.
Although it seemed to me to be a bit daft
travelling all that way to Glasgow to paddle a
kayak when I lived by the seaside in Rhu, the
idea had further personal attractions; could
this possibly be the same place where the
sawmill stored logs all those many years ago
where we diced with death balancing on
them as they floated on the water...?
The long and short of it was that I
eventually decided to return to my roots. I
had grown up in Maryhill or ‘North
Kelvinside, actually,’ as my mother
sometimes felt it necessary to point out.
This, then, was the locale where, one
evening, the figure of a man could be seen
struggling along the canal towpath in the
general direction of Firhill. He was almost
bent double under the weight of enough
seagoing gear to sink a lifeboat, never mind a
kayak, and he walked with a strange rolling
gait. So strange was this gait that it
occasionally evinced an ‘Ur ye aw right, pal?
enquiry from friendly locals. Encouraged by
this solicitude, the figure trudged on and,
after many adventures, eventually reached the
canal basin where members of the Forth and
Clyde Canoe Club were going about their
sporting business.
I introduced myself. I think they had heard
about me. They said very little as I unpacked
my Bay of Biscay gear. It was quite a warm
evening and one young man tactfully
suggested that perhaps the Henri Lloyd stuff
might be a trifle overdone under the
prevailing weather conditions. Consequently,
I discarded the oceangoing equipment; after
that, as requested, I pulled off my sea boots
and donned a buoyancy aid, then, as a hush
fell over the basin, I took my first steps into a
kayak on inland waters without, to their utter
astonishment, falling in...

Bill Brookmyre
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C l a s s i f i e d
Private advertisements are placed
free of charge. Commercial
Classified Advertisements £3.07 per
line (3.5mm). Box £3.07 extra. Add
VAT at 17.5%. Please indicate single
or repeated insertions. Write to
Canoeist Classifieds, 4 Sinodun
Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon
OX14 4PE, fax 01235 847520 or
email mail@canoeist.co.uk.

Accommodation
South Alps: Fully equipped s/c
acommodation for groups 2 - 20 in
Briançon, l’Argentière and Vallouise. 300
days’ sun a year and great water. Superb
accommodation for paddlers. Kayak
storage. Only between £50 and 75 pp per
week. Equipment hire and tuition
available in English for kayaking,
climbing, sailing, mountain biking,
canyoning, via ferratas. Tel 020 7444
3529/00 33 492 230 515; email
mark.bankes@wanadoo.fr; visit
www.alpineplayground.com.
Anglesey, Rhoscolyn - ideal sea kayak
venue. Quality accommodation. BCU 4 &
5 *, Coach 3 trng/assess. Visit
www.outdooralternative.org. 01407
860469.

Books and plans

Hand built GRP canoes from 11’ to 26’.
Plus the famous Malamut plywood self build canoe.
Telephone Alan Bridges on 01239 612978
www.birchcreekcanoes.co.uk
SOLWAY DORY
Sailing canoes:complete boats, rigs, kits and
plans. Send for a brochure or look at our
website: www.solwaydory.fsnet.co.uk.
2, The Avenue, Grange-over-Sands,
Cumbria. LA11 6AP.
Tel: 015395 33878. Mobile:0797 7895759.

Equipment and services

Associations
Association of Canoe Trades, 85
Edgedale Rd, Shefﬁeld, S Yorks S7 2BR.
British Canoe Union, John
Dudderidge House, Adbolton Lane, W
Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5AS.
British Dragon Boat Racing
Association, 13 The Prebend, Northend,
Leamington Spa, Warks.
British Quadrathlon Association, 2
Highview Gardens, Jersey Farm, St
Albans, Herts AL4 9JX.
British Wave Ski Association, 5
Cudmore Park, Tiverton, Devon EX16
4QJ.
Canoe Association of Northern
Ireland, House of Sport, 2A Upper
Malone Rd, Belfast BT9 5LA.
Canoe-Camping Club, 25 Waverley
Rd, S Norwood SE25 4HT.
Historic Canoe & Kayak Association,
48 Russell Way, Higham Ferrers NN10
8EJ.
International Sea Kayaking
Association, 5 Osprey Ave,
Westhoughton, Bolton, Lancs BL5 2SL.
Open Canoe Association, 1st Floor
Flat, 12 Orwell Rd, Dovercourt CO12
3LD.
Open Canoe Sailing Group, 110
Heacham Drive, Leicester LE4 0LG.
Scottish Canoe Association, Caledonia
House, S Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ.
Welsh Canoeing Association,
Frongoch, Bala, Gwynedd LL23 7NU.
Young Explorers’ Trust, Royal
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington
Gore, London SW7 2AR.
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SOUTH WEST MAJOR KAYAK & CANOE SHOP.
PLAYBOATING FUN SURF TOURING RACING
Supplier to Schools, Groups & Government.
A/S WATERSPORTS HAVEN RD EXETER.
01392 219600. www.aswatersports.co.uk.

For inflatable canoes,
kayaks and rafts please visit
the new Eurocraft website,
http://www.joelwatersports.co.uk

eurocraft.com
Tel 01772 622856

FIBREGLASS
KLEPPER FOLDING KAYAKS
CROSSED THE ATLANTIC IN 1928 & 1956
DEVELOPED FOR TODAY’S CANOEISTS
SHARE THE KLEPPER EXPERIENCE
IT’S THE ONE YOU CAN TRUST
Tel: 01363 773295
e mail: sales@kirtonkayaks.co.uk

CANOEIST March 2005

Resin
Gelcoat
Mats, Fabrics
Fillers

Sikaflex
Releasers
Epoxies
Foams

Pigments
Acetone
Books, Tools
Free Advice

LOWEST UK PRICES NATIONWIDE

CFS

Tel 01209 822200

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Order from our on line catalogue

www.cfsnet.co.uk

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides
“The finest sea kayak coastline in
the world”
Sea Kayaks, Play Kayaks and Paddles
Office: +44(0)1803 843700 Mobile:
+44(0)7977 127157
www.bladesgb.com
<http://www.bladesgb.com>

Guided tours and expeditions. Introductory/intermediate
and advanced. Full range of courses. Accommodation.
Details: Uist Outdoor
Centre, Lochmaddy, Isle
of North Uist, HS6 5AE.
Tel 01876-500480

Insurance

info@uistoutdoorcentre.co.uk
www.seakayakouterhebrides.co.uk

Insurance available for:

Canoes and Equipment
Activity Travel
Personal Accident

SLENINGFORD

Come
and see us at
the Outdoor Show

SLENINGFORD WATERMILL CARAVAN PARK
NORTH STAINLEY, RIPON,
NORTH YORKSHIRE, HG4 3HQ
Tel: 01765-635201

Superb riverside
camping/caravanning site in
the beautiful Yorkshire Dales
* Excellent on site grade 2/3
canoeing on the River Ure
* Day visitors welcome all year round

Holidays and courses
Atlantic Sea Kayaking.
West Cork, Ireland.
Ireland's premier sea kayaking
destination.
Caters for all ages and abilities.
Courses - Expeditions - Half day trips Short breaks - Nature watch trips.
Moonlight/starlight trips - Student
breaks. Groups welcome.
Winter sea kayaking & whale watching
breaks in Baja, Mexico and Spain.
Run by Jim Kennedy ICU and BCU
Level 5 Sea Coach.
Ph: 00-353-28-21058
Mob: 00-353-86-6065973
www.atlanticseakayaking.com
e-mail: info@atlanticseakayaking.com

BCU COURSES
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
BUNKHOUSE
RECRUITING INSTRUCTORS
TEL/FAX: 01668 213289
www.outdoor.demon.co.uk
BCU, RYA & AALA approved
Registered Charity No: 1052677

Shetland Islands, Scotland. Stacks,
cliffs, caves, arches, wildlife, all at 60
degrees north. Day trips, expeditions,
self-catering packages.
www.seakayaksshetland.co.uk.

Lost and found
On the night of Wednesday 16th Feb, Forth Canoe Club's
boathouse in Edinburgh was broken into and several items of
equipment stolen. At least three people were involved in the
theft. Items stolen include: Boats - 2 Double Dutch Screamer
surf kayaks (new, yellow). Kayak (black plastic). Sea kayak.
Paddles - Lettman Wing paddles RH, marked J Riddell. Double
Dutch river runner paddles, blue blades, LH, marked Kelso
Riddell. Double Dutch asymmetric paddles, black, LH, marked
Kelso Riddell. Wing paddles LH, black, South African
manufacture), Kelso Riddell. 3 Wing paddles, blades only,
black, South African, in bubble wrap. Ski paddle bag (Cynthia
Berry). 3 Wing paddles, RH, (Cynthia Berry). Gear - Blue
competition buoyancy aid marked R Kelso Riddell. Red
expedition buoyancy aid marked Kelso Riddell. Wetsuit boots,
Titanium, marked on heels with K. Wetsuit boots marked on
heels with K. Dark blue thermals. Light blue Kogg double seal
cagoule marked Kelso Riddell Black Yak cagoule marked Kelso
Riddell. 3 neoprene spraydecks, Bushsports, marked K Riddell.
If you are offered any of this equipment or you suspect
equipment you are offered may have been stolen please get in
touch with Kelso Riddell via the SCA ofﬁce or mobile phone
07836 240197. Ebayers please be alert. Or contact Lothian and
Borders Police, West End Ofﬁce, Torphichen Street, Edinburgh.
Information leading to recovery of any of this equipment will
be rewarded.

Can’t find the item you want?
Can find it but someone beat
you to it?
Try a free wants
advertisement and let the
sellers come to you.
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For full details please contact Katie Woodcock at:
Richmond House, 16 - 20 Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1DB.
Tel: 01223 720246
Fax: 01223 353705
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk
Web: www.nwbrown.co.uk/insurance/canoe.asp
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Private sales
Old Town Pack solo canoe. Very
lightweight Royalex, in excellent
condition and ﬁtted with sailing foot and
sailing thwart. One careful lady owner,
garage stored, only 20 months old. Need
garage space, hence bargain, £500. 01509
504243 (Leics).
Dagger Legend 15, the best all round
canoe, from ﬂat water, sea and white
water, both solo and tandem, webbing
seats and solo kneeling thwart ﬁtted and
bang plates, need a larger tripping canoe,
hence sale, £625. Dagger Ocoee, fully
ﬁtted with bulkhead, saddle, thigh
straps, adjustable toe blocks and full
airbags, has had a repair, no hull breach,
which is now under a bang plate, £325.
Can be viewed. Poole, 01202 678530.
Pyranha Sub 7 2 Ball. Yellow, good
condition, £280. Based near Hurley. Call
Steve on 07968 039848 or mail
steve_hesketh@hotmail.com.
Two top quality touring kayaks.
Dagger Apostle sea kayak, 17 ft, 3 sealed
hatches, rudder, new spraydeck and
paddles, £575. Perception Spectrum, 14.5
ft, rudder, 1 sealed hatch, spraydeck,
paddles, £300. Both in blue and little
used. £750 the lot. Ph 020 8579 6601
(Ealing), e-mail rogerfoggitt@aol.com.

Vacancies
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Sponsored by

CAPTION
COMPETITION
220

Click here for a free
download of the the
new lifestyle short
Neva Foreva

We’ve towed this
boat in for 2 miles; the
least you could do is put that
camera down and give us
some help!

The most humorous caption to this photograph received in writing before March
31st will win its sender a Gene 17 video or DVD of choice. Please write your
caption or captions and send to Canoeist Caption Competition 220, 4
Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 4PE or email
cc220@canoeist.co.uk, including your own name and address. The winning
entry will be published in the May issue.

Riverside Shop
Canoes &
Accessories
Demo Boats
Mail Order
Surfwear

Caption Competition 218 winner: Darren Kerins, Lrighton Buzzard, Beds.
We also like Peter Harris’ ‘The pantomime season’s over; what do you mean
“He’s behind you”?’.
Rich Moore’s photograph was taken on the Thames with one of the passenger
trip boats.
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Mile End Mill, Llangollen
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Woodmill

Outdoor
Centre
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Kayak and Canoe
programme for beginners,
advanced and instructor.

Woodmill....................................................78

Well stocked shop with
extensive range of Kayaks
and equipment.
Overseas expeditions to
Picos De Europa,
Pyrenees and Austria.
Woodmill Lane, Swaythling,
Southampton. SO18 2JR
☎ 023 8055 5993 Fax 023 8055 6641
http://www.woodmill.co.uk
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for direct links to websites of these advertisers.
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Back then
50 years ago

* Publishing was delayed by building of the editor’s new kayak and nobody being prepared to be guest editor.
* Boats should have buoyancy at both ends and one of the party should have a throwline.
* Chocolate was considered a good food to carry, no longer being rationed.
* German paddlers had been entering the Leven Wild Water Test, Heinz Schilicher of Munich taking the Gold
Dipper.
* Chalfont Park Canoe Club’s party included a sale of slaves and a six gate slalom course using a child’s tricycle.
* Bill Emm and friends were under suspicion at the Jugoslav customs when were found to have a small portable
radio.
* Aluminium canoes by Grumman were promising a revival of river running in the USA and slalom would also
help.
* The US Rubber Co announced Fibre Thin, a potential hull material of nylon coated on both sides with vinyl.
Editor Bill Horsman was experimenting with waterproof gloves for the cold, made from two pairs of rubber gloves
with woollen ones between them.
* The TV Slalom at Sprotbrough with four paddlers each from the north and the south, was scheduled with 75
minutes of TV time. Lakeland Slalom had to be before or after the haymaking season.
* An Eskimo rescue was known as a reskimo.

20 years ago

* We noted canoeing competition was organized to produce national teams, unlike most other sports which
were largely about social recreation.
* Windsor & District Canoe Club’s dinner in the Eton Buttery included awards of cold fried eggs to be eaten
by the winners of certain annual awards.
* Two canoeists got caught up on the metalwork while shooting Old Windsor weir.
* Driving instructor Alan Williams, carrying a K2, was booked on the M4 for having excessive overhang on
his car.
* The Mail on Sunday accused David Hempleman-Adams of fraud on his solo Cape Horn kayak trip.
* Trevor Snook’s Clwyd White Water Centre went into liquidation.
* Pyranha launched their 9kg Image slalom kayaks in ABS plastic.
* The second Usk Race was expected to experience the warmest February weekend on record. Missing was
Graham Goldsmith, who had cracked several ribs while skiing.
* Slalom organizers were to see jury chairman reports, previously confidential. Richard Fox handed over
Feedback to Joe Lyons, who renamed it Canoe Slalom Magazine.
* Reading & Leighton Park Canoe Club launched the Thameside Series while the Waterside A Race had the
coldest day for nearly 30 years.

10 years ago

* Eddie Palmer, who set up the Tyne catchment agreement, emigrated to Scotland.
* Sovereign Harbour was to host the biggest boat show in the country, including canoe polo and dragon boat
racing.
* The River Ouse at Bedford was to be linked to the Grand Union Canal for powered craft.
* Pioneering racer, sea paddler and former circulation manager of Canoeing Charles Ranshaw died.
* Up to 100 users a week of the Holme Pierrepont slalom course were to be monitored for sickness.
* Gerry McCusker launched the Canoe Polo Newsletter after the demise of the short lived Polo Zone.
* Rob Feloy was importing the French Wipi Kite to power sea kayaks.
* We published our first access map of England and Wales, little changed since then.
* A polo venue was to be created in one of the Kennet & Avon Canal’s Caen Hill lock flight side ponds.
* The ICF calendar and Daily Telegraph both announced the ‘Devizes - Manchester Marathon.’
* The International Canoe Exhibition was to move to the National
Exhibition Centre although Pewsey still had hopes of becoming the
venue.
* Ray Goodwin and Dave Howie crossed the Irish sea in an open canoe under sail.
* Only 18 people had passed their Advanced Sea Proficiency in 6 years compared with 159 Inland.
* Richard Bryant described a solo circumnavigation of Scarba on spring tides.
* After carefully recovering a decade old flare from an Isle of Wight beach and taking it back to Mudeford,
Rob Strickland was advised by Portland coastguard to ‘bung it in the sea’ where it would ‘rot down.’
* Geoff and Val Welch noted how friends drooled over their canoe trip slides but
were not willing to join them.
* Ian Howes’ insurance company refused to pay out after an accident because they
claimed 12 days spent in a French hospital having his leg repaired were part of his
holiday.
* Mike Higginson and Robyn Kerrrison reported spending two months on a first
kayak descent of the Cauvery River.
* Paddling the Silisia, Paul Perée’s group were the guinea pigs for a new camping
barn but an early morning crow of cockerels had got there first.
* John Ramwell warned that young people deprived of adventure turn to crime and
drugs, encouraged by safety restrictions on adventure leaders.
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Now exclusively
in digital format
Largest size
The largest canoeing magazine in the world to be published every month.

when you subscribe or renew. Holds 12
CDs. Keep your issues together if you
choose to write them to CD for reference.
Or use it for your music.

Faster service
News stories and classified sales advertisements a fortnight quicker than before.

Correct dates
Published at the beginning of the month stated on the cover.

Sent directly to where you are
Instant service from anywhere in the world with web access.

No overseas extras
Cost savings up to 46%.

Environmentally friendly
Leaving a lot of forest standing and not using a fleet of transport vehicles.

New technology
Doing things we could not do with mere paper.
Now incorporating

Ocean Kayaker
Paddlers World
of the International Sea Kayak Association and

of Paddlers International

Subscription form

Please tick if you have ever subscribed directly to Canoeist before 

Annual subscription for 12 issues of Canoeist
beginning with the ...................................................... issue @ £35.40

£

Annual subscription to the International Sea Kayak Association @ £3.00

£

Total

£

Make payable to Canoeist. Send to Canoeist, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford-on-Thames, Oxon OX14 4PE.

Please tick your particular interests
A
B
C
D
F

 Sea Touring
 Inland Touring
 Open Canoeing
 Dragon Boat Racing
 Surfing

H
I
L
M
O

 Freestyle
 Sailing
 Lifeguarding
 Marathon
 Outrigger

P  Polo
Q  Multisport
R  Sprint Racing
S  Slalom
W  Wild Water Racing

Name...................................................................................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
Tel........................................................................Email.......................................................................

